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Commission rejects withdrawal petition State steps in to assist

after impassioned testimony
PROPERTY OWNERS IN BIG SKY WANT BETTER ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE, AND

THE MADISON VALLEY HOSPITA

By DAVID MADISON
news@madisoniannews.com

ore than 100 peo-

ple gathered Jan.

13 in the Virginia

City Community
Center to hear residents, attor-
neys and healthcare profession-
als debate whether or not 22
property owners in the Silvertip
subdivision in Moonlight Basin
should be allowed to withdraw
from the Madison Valley Hospi-
tal District.

The discussion went on for
four hours, and then the Board
of Madison County Commis-
sioners voted 2-1 to deny the
Silvertip withdrawal petition,
with Commissioner Bill Todd
— who voted against approving
the petition — encouraging the
two sides to get together and,
“Be creative about it. Figure
something out here. Every one
wants the same goal and that
is to provide services. There is
no one in this room that is not

A petition submitted by 22 residents f an isolat

L DISTRICT WANTS TO PROTECT ITS FUNDING
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ed ne-ighborhood in Madison County to withdraw from the

Madison Valley Hospital District drew a big crowd to the Virginia City Community Center on Jan. 13. PHOTO

BY CORI KOENIG

committed to the important
goal of caring for people.”

In a press release from the
“Support Madison Valley” cam-
paign issued shortly after the

CEO of Madison Valley Medical
Center, stated, “The potential
withdrawal of even a single sub-
division threatens the stability
of property tax revenue that
funds essential services bene-

fiting all of Madison County,
including residents of Big Sky.”

The press release went on to
quote State Senator Tony Tezak,

Town of Ennis

: By DAVID MADISON
! news@madisoniannews.com

he Montana Depart-
ment of Administration
(DOA) recently found
the Town of Ennis in

violation of the State of Montana
: Single Audit Act due to unre-
: solved audit findings.

In a Dec. 16 letter to the Town

: of Ennis, the DOA identified two
: recurring issues: a failure to rec-

¢ oncile cash, noted in past audits,

: and budget overspending, which

. has been flagged since fiscal years
: 2021 and 2022. Additionally,

i according to the DOA, the town

: failed to timely complete and sub-
* mit its audit report for the fiscal

: year ending June 30, 2023.

Under Montana law, the DOA

: stated it is required to withhold

: financial assistance if these signif-
¢ icant findings are not addressed.

: To assist in achieving compliance,
: the DOA’s Local Government

Services Bureau is initiating a
technical assistance plan. A Com-
pliance Specialist was scheduled
to contact Ennis town officials on
Jan. 6 to begin the process.

The DOA stated it will issue a
final determination by Feb. 15
to confirm whether the Town of
Ennis has resolved the issues or
remains non-compliant, which
could lead to further legal actions
and financial consequences.

In a statement from Ennis
Mayor Nici Haas, the town said
it was aware of the issues raised
by the DOA and started seeking
assistance from the DOA in De-
cember, 2023.

“The DOA has acknowledged
the challenges the Town faces due
to limited staffing. At one point,
an additional staff member was
assisting with compliance efforts;
however, they are no longer an
employee of the Town,” stated
Haas. “To support the Town’s
efforts, the DOA, through the

ENNIS & DOA continued on A2

Will Big Sky workers again see

who said, “This decision affirms :

a shot at home ownership?

COLD SMOKE PROJECT HEATS UP
HOPES, PLEADS FOR VOTER SUPPORT

Jan. 13 hearing, Allen Rohrback, the importance of shared re-

WITHDRAWAL continued on A2 :

Snowpack rebounds after a slow start to
‘the winter season

Submitted by ERIC LARSON,

NRCS o g TR

ater year 2025 got
off to a dry start
in the moun-
tains of Montana
and northern Wyoming with
minimal precipitation record-
ed across the region for the
first half of October. Moisture
arrived in mid-October, but
abnormally warm temperatures
meant it fell primarily as rain
or a mix of rain and snow, even
at upper elevations. For most
basins, the first snow at all ele-
vations occurred late October.
November brought a mixture
of snowstorms that benefitted
the mountains of southwest and
northwest Montana, while drier
conditions were experienced
elsewhere. “Dry conditions
persisted for the first half of
December throughout most of
Montana until the tide began to
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turn just before the New Year
with a true winter system bring-
ing much needed snow to the
region,” said Eric Larson, USDA
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) Hydrologist.

The brunt of the winter storm
arrived on December 26 and

lasted through the end of the
year, however a series of smaller
storms continued through the
first week in January. In general,

MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER
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precipitation totaled 2-5 inches
through January 7 across the
highest elevations in western
Montana. “Snow depth in-
creased by approximately 20-40

inches at those elevations, which

SNOWPACK continued on A3 :

i The proposed Cold Smoke project, a collaboration between the Big Sky

: Community Housing Trust and Lone Mountain Land Company, would
. expand affordable housing opportunities across the South Fork of the

. West Fork of the Gallatin River in Big Sky. IMAGE COURTESY BSCHT

¢ By DAVID MADISON

news@madisoniannews.com

he Big Sky Resort Area
District (BSRAD) could
place bonds for two major
infrastructure projects

© on the ballot for the May election:

. the Cold Smoke workforce housing
: development and the renovation of
: the Big Sky Community Park.

David O’Connor, executive

director of the Big Sky Community
Housing Trust, expressed
excitement about the Cold Smoke
project during a Jan. 2 presentation,
stating, “This conversation
represents a huge step in a journey
that really started 8 to 10 years ago.”

O’Connor recounted the origins
of the Housing Trust, which
was established following a 2016
housing study commissioned by
the Chamber of Commerce that

AFFORDABLE HOUSING continued on A3
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WITHDRAWAL from A1
sponsibility in supporting vital
community services.”

In his testimony during the
hearing, Tezak harkened back to
the days before Big Sky became
a resort boom town and Lone
Peak—along with other parts
of what is known today as Big
Sky—were then known for log-
ging. Back then, said Tezak, the
closest hospital was in Ennis.

Now, said Tezak, to let a few
property taxpayers disrupt the
funding of the Madison Valley
Medical Center, “It’s like the tail
wagging the dog. Where is our
sense of shared responsibility,
our sense of community, and
the Montana values that we are
all in this together?”

Quirk in geography

It’s no secret that the most
expensive homes in Montana
are clustered in a portion of Big
Sky that’s tucked high in the
mountains and inaccessible by
public roads to the rest of Mad-
ison County. This includes the
ultra exclusive Yellowstone Club
and subdivisions like Silvertip,
located in Moonlight Basin.

Big Sky has its own hospital —
the Big Sky Medical Center —
but it sits across the county line
in Gallatin County. Residents of
the Yellowstone Club, Silvertip
and other neighborhoods in the
Madison County portion of Big
Sky pay property taxes levied by
the Madison County Hospital
District.

But in a quirk of resort com-
munity geography, those Mad-
ison County residents cannot
easily access the Madison Valley
Medical Center in Ennis — a
90 minute drive away on paved
public roads.

That’s why some residents of
Madison County living in Big
Sky are now trying to remove
themselves from Madison
County’s property tax base.

Two petitions were submitted
to Madison County seeking
withdrawal from the Madison
Valley Hospital District. One is
currently tied up in Montana
5th Judicial District Court
awaiting a ruling from Judge
Luke Berger and the other was
voted down by the County
Commission on Jan. 13.

This battle over property tax
revenue is part of the growing
pains experienced by resort
boom towns across the Rocky
Mountain West. But as the testi-
mony on Jan. 13 demonstrated,
Big Sky’s isolated location high
in the Madison Range makes
some of those pains even more
painful.

When Big Sky residents living
in Madison County need medi-
cal attention, most go to the Big
Sky Medical Center.

The Big Sky Medical Center
opened in 2015, and it now
serves Big Sky residents living
in both Gallatin and Madison
Counties, including Nicole
Howard.

Howard hobbled up to the
podium in Virginia City on Jan.
13 with one leg in a brace and
told the board of commissioners
about why accessing healthcare
from the hospital her tax dollars
support was never an option
after breaking her leg the day
after Christmas.

“The bone marrow can leak
into your leg and it can stop
your heart,” Howard told the
commissioners, explaining how
she needed immediate medical
attention.

Howard was transported to Big
Sky Medical Center and then to
Bozeman, where her leg break
was repaired with emergency
surgery.

Howard offered her story as
proof that though she pays
property taxes into the Madison
Valley Hospital District, when
she needs healthcare, Howard
does not go to the Madison
Valley Medical Center.

\

When Nicole Howard broke her leg the day afte

. et

r Christmas, there was no way for her to access the hospital

supported by the property taxes she pays on her condominium. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON
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The Madison Valley Medical Center in Ennis is supported by Madison County property taxpayers, including

those living in Big Sky. PHOTOS BY DAVID MADISON

In order to access care at the
Madison Valley Medical Center,
she would have had to travel
90 minutes on paved roads
and around 45 minutes on the
private Jack Creek Road, which
is the only direct link between
Big Sky and the Madison Valley
Medical Center in Ennis.

“There's absolutely no way I
would be able to drive that,” said
Howard, who described herself
as a “middle-class 30 some-
thing” who works in hospitality
and wants to see her tax dollars
go toward healthcare that’s easi-
ly accessible in Big Sky.

ey knew when they bought

Many of those expressing
frustration about the petitions
to withdraw from the Madison
Valley Hospital District said the
property owners now trying to
opt out knew they were buying
a residence in Madison County
when they moved to Big Sky.

“I'm sorry, Big Sky is in Madi-
son County,” said Dino Fanelli,
who also serves on the Ennis
School Board. “We’re all in the
same county. Let’s get past this.
It’s got to be equitable for all of
Madison County and not just
Big Sky.”

In response to the withdrawal
petitions, the “Support Madi-
son Valley” campaign sent out
a press release Jan. 10 ahead of
the hearing in Virginia City,
stating that, “If permitted by the
commissioners, this dynamic
would allow a small number of
individuals to decide the fate of
significant dollars in property
taxes, while reducing taxes paid
by out of state property owners
and potentially undermining
the stability of critical commu-
nity services.”

The release also warned that,
“Big Sky properties account for
85% of the Madison Valley Hos-
pital District’s taxable value, and
also provide significant funding
for essential county services
such as schools, libraries, and
healthcare. These services ben-
efit the entire region, including
the workforce that supports Big
Sky’s success and growth.”

Rohrback stated, “These ongo-
ing initiatives are a clear attempt
to prioritize Big Sky’s exclusive
interests at the expense of Mad-
ison County’s broader commu-
nity. Public taxes fund services
— like hospitals, schools and

libraries — that keep commu-
nities strong. Diverting these
funds would harm the entire
region, including those workers
and residents who contribute to
Big Sky’s success.”

Big Sky’s needs continue to
grow

Some residents of Big Sky who
made the drive to the Jan. 13
hearing in Virginia City pointed
out that while they chose to
purchase property in Madison
County, over the last 10 years,
what Big Sky residents are
paying into the Madison Valley
Hospital District has gone up
800 percent, according to their
calculations.

At the same time, demand for
healthcare services in Big Sky
continues to rise.

Katie Grice, a volunteer with
the Big Sky group Wellness In
Action, told the commissioners,
“We do not have enough health-
care services in Big Sky and the
problem is getting worse.”

From 2022 to 2023, WIA coun-
selors reported a 247% increase
in demand for services. This
and other demands led WIA
to support the first petition to
withdraw from the Madison
Valley Hospital District and an-
nounced its ambition to create a
“wellness district” in Big Sky.

According to the “Support
Madison Valley” Jan. 10 press
release, Big Sky’s ambition to
create its own wellness district,
“Threatens to strip $2.9 million
annually from the Madison
Valley Hospital District, jeopar-
dizing healthcare access for res-
idents across Madison County
and surrounding communities.”

Time to negotiate?

Danny Bierschwale, executive
director of the Big Sky Resort
Area District, told Madison
County Commissioners that he
appreciated the town motto of
Virginia City: “Resisting change
since 1863.”

In a nod to all the ways Big Sky
is a new kind of boom town,
Bierschwale noted, “However,
change is happening around
us. And it’s the people who are
receiving that medical care that
we're talking about.”

“They need more funding to
have additional services,” added
Natasha Jones, an attorney
representing Madison County

residents in Big Sky.

Jones told The Madisonian,
“There's a clinic in Big Sky on
the Gallatin County side and
it has its own budget. And that
budget is limited and so the ser-
vices are limited. And they run
in the red at a deficit, unlike the
Madison Valley Medical Center.
That does not run in the red.
They run at a budget surplus.”

Whether it’s Nicole Howard —
who lives in a renovated ski bum
condo at the base of Big Sky
Resort — or Whitney Peyton,
the president of the Yellowstone
Club Property Owners Associa-
tion, accessing healthcare means
driving 10 to 15 minutes to Big
Sky Medical Center just down
the road in Gallatin County.

“Instead of being here arguing
about this and paying lawyers
on one side and lawyers on
the other side. That is a waste
of time and money. Let's get
together and sit down and figure
out a fair and equitable solu-
tion,” said Peyton, noting that
these are the kind of financial
growing pains faced by resort
communities across the West.
“You could look at Jackson Hole,
you could look at Aspen. Every
major resort town has the same
core issues.”

But Big Sky is saddled with
the extra complication of steep
alpine terrain and narrow can-
yons separating it from the rest
of Madison County.

Commissioner Duke Gilman,
who also voted against the
Silvertip petition to withdraw,
acknowledged how the Big Sky
situation is especially complicat-
ed, given the isolating terrain.

“Big Sky provides such a large
amount of property tax revenue
that we as a county have come
to depend on that revenue,”
said Gilman. “If they are able to
pull out with one entity such as
the hospital district, where will
it stop? Will they continue on
with schools, with libraries? We
don't know, and I feel like this is
going to keep going on and we're
going to have more hearings,
more petitions probably into the
future. So I would really like to
find some solutions of people
working together.”

ENNIS & DOA from A1

Local Government Services
Bureau (LGSB), has initiated a
formal technical assistance plan
to help Ennis achieve compliance
and resolve these deficiencies.
The implementation of these
corrective measures is critical to
avoid potential legal action from
taxpayers or the withholding of
state financial assistance.”

The statement goes on to explain
that the DOA is required to
issue a final decision within six
months.

“This determination will

confirm whether the Town has
achieved compliance or if suf-
ficient evidence of non-compli-
ance remains,” according to the
mayor’s statement.

“The Town of Ennis is fully
committed to addressing the
DOA's concerns and ensuring
compliance with state law,” added
Haas. “We appreciate the com-
munity's patience and support as
we work through this process.”

This process was initiated by for-
mer Ennis Town Commissioner
Lisa Roberts, who is now part of

the three-seat Ennis Local Gov-
ernment Review Commission.

“Being tired of hearing the
same tired explanation I called
Montana Local Government
Services to find out what could
be done. They told me I could fill
out a complaint form. So that is
what I did. I filled out the form
asking the DOA to look into the
audit findings. The Town Clerk
for many years has downplayed
any audit findings and has not
found a way to resolve them,”
Roberts explained in an email to
The Madisonian.

Roberts added, “Fiscal year 2023
was particularly concerning. Not
only does the town have more
audit findings than ever, but the
amount paid for the audit report-
ed to the state ($13,000) differs
from the actual invoice paid by
the town ($19,925). It may be a
typo, but there could be more
there, too.”

Roberts said Madisonian read-
ers, “Should know that the town
financials are not being well cared
for.”



THE MADISONIAN

A3

January 16, 2025

SNOWPACK from A1

) i ¥

PHOTO COURTESY NRCS

nearly doubled the snowpack

at most locations,” said Lar-
son. Noisy Basin SNOTEL in
the northern Swan Range has
received about 9.5 inches of
precipitation since December
26 and on December 31 reached
97 inches of depth, a new record
high for that date. Northern
Wyoming basins and the Upper
Clark Fork of Montana received
slightly less snow from the
recent storm and have slight-

ly larger snowpack deficits to
overcome.

Despite recent snow accumu-
lation, snowpack percentages

AFFORDABLE HOUSING from A1

identified an impending housing
crisis.

“The Chamber of Commerce
needed a board, and then within
a couple of years, we embarked
on our first development project,”
O’Connor explained, highlighting
the acquisition of land for the
Meadowview condos.

O’Connor emphasized the
importance of the Community
Land Trust model, saying, “The
housing trust retains and holds
the land underneath those condos
in perpetuity. This enables the
community to retain control over
that land and ensure affordability.”

He pointed out that the proposed
Cold Smoke project aims to
provide 389 residences for local
workers and their families, with
the first homes expected to be
available by 2028.

Cold Smoke, adjacent to
RiverView Apartments and across
the South Fork of the West Fork
of the Gallatin River, will add
approximately 125 homes for
purchase and 264 apartments
for rent. All homes will serve the
local workforce and their families,
regardless of employer.

While pursuing hook ups into the
Big Sky County Water and Sewer
District, the Housing Trust also
hopes to purchase the land from
Lone Mountain Land Company
using a voter-approved bond
against Big Sky’s Resort Tax. If
approved, the bond will allow the
community to borrow against
Resort Tax’s future revenue.

During his Jan. 2 presentation,
O’Connor gave more specific
background on why and how the
Cold Smoke project became a
priority.

“So why this project? Why are we
doing this as opposed to working
with existing inventory? Why this
land?” offered O’Connor before
diving into the nitty gritty details
about what led the Housing Trust
to focus on a swath of property
across the beautiful tributary to
the Gallatin River, south of Ace

remain slightly below normal
across most of Montana. As

of Jan. 7, Montana’s snowpack
ranges from 63% of median in
the Powder River basin to 105%
in the Flathead. Other basins
with near normal conditions
include the Smith-Judith-Mus-
selshell, Gallatin, Madison,
Bitterroot, Lower Clark Fork,
Kootenai, and Flathead. All oth-
er basins are currently reporting
60-80% of median snowpack
conditions. Regardless of the
region, there is still a signifi-
cant portion of winter ahead,
and snowpack conditions can

change substantially between
now and when they are most
critical. In Montana, the moun-
tain snowpack generally peaks
in April, and conditions at that
time will provide a more accu-
rate indicator of the upcoming
spring snowmelt season.

A full report of conditions on
January 1 can be found in the
monthly Water Supply Outlook
Report available on the Mon-
tana Snow Survey website. In
addition, real-time snow survey
data can be found at nrcs.usda.
gov/montana/snow-survey.

Big Sky Community Housing Trust Executive Director David O’Connor.
IMAGE COURTESY BSCHT

Hardware and downstream from
Kircher Park in Big Sky.

“We're looking for a large-scale
land development project. We have
a large matrix of available land
opportunities, and we spent a lot
of time considering this one or that
one, but this best fits the needs and
some of the things that we've been
looking for,” said O’Connor.

One key component that makes
the land appealing to the Housing
Trust is that it’s adjacent to the
water and sewer district, as some
water-sewer capacity in Big Sky
is dedicated to the creation of
affordable community housing for
the housing trust.

“I think what we're most excited
about is the single family, detached,
restricted neighborhood,”
continued O’Connor. “That would
be, in the lower part, across the
river there. The idea is to be able

to reintroduce the opportunity for
single-family home ownership to
this community that's been absent
for its workforce for many years

»

now.

The urgency of the housing
situation has been clear for years,
as O’Connor noted, “As of the end
0f 2023, 80% of our workforce
cannot afford market-rate homes
and need some form of subsidy.”

Mike Scholz, a former Big Sky
Resort Area District Tax Board
member, said now is the time to
act before the Big Sky community
prices out more residents.

“If you don't make room for these

people to supply your services and
work, they will feel they have no
roots here,” warned Scholz, who's
been involved with community
projects around Big Sky for 54
years.

Dave Brown, current chair
of the Big Sky Community
Housing Trust, echoed these
sentiments, stating, “This gives
us an opportunity to really start
chipping away at a large number
that we really need to achieve.”

[BOX]

HED: New workforce housing tax
credit proposed

Montana Rep. Larry Brewster
(R-Billings) recently introduced
House Bill 21, which establishes
workforce housing tax credits
aimed at alleviating the affordable
housing shortage in communities
across the state. Drafted to take
effect in tax years beginning
January 1, 2026, the bill allows
taxpayers with an interest in
qualified housing projects to claim
tax credits against various taxes,
including income and insurance
premium taxes.

The Montana Board of Housing
would allocate these credits using a
qualified allocation plan, ensuring
that funds are directed toward
projects that meet community
needs. With a maximum allocation
of $1.5 million per year, plus any
unallocated credits from previous
years, the initiative encourages
investment in affordable housing
developments.

New workforce housing tax credit proposed

Montana Rep. Larry Brewster (R-Billings)
recently introduced House Bill 21, which
establishes workforce housing tax credits
aimed at alleviating the affordable housing
shortage in communities across the state.
Drafted to take effect in tax years beginning
January 1, 2026, the bill allows taxpayers
with an interest in qualified housing projects
to claim tax credits against various taxes,

developments.

including income and insurance premium

taxes.

The Montana Board of Housing would
allocate these credits using a qualified
allocation plan, ensuring that funds are
directed toward projects that meet community
needs. With a maximum allocation of
$1.5 million per year, plus any unallocated
credits from previous years, the initiative
encourages investment in affordable housing
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January 15, 2025

Submitted by DAVE DELISI
dave@rubyhabitat.org

o0 experience the
silence of the Ruby
River corridor in mid-
January is therapeutic.
Perhaps that’s because it is not
exactly silent—the sounds one
does hear, though, are singular
and invite focus. The river
itself gurgles along, sometimes
swishing under or around ice;
the waterfowl honk, quack,
or whistle as they rise nearly
vertically from the surface,
sunlit jewels dripping from
their oiled feathers while adding

RUBY H

f o

to the chorus; a hidden bald
eagle, likely with an eye or

two on those ducks, chatters

its high-pitched call, using its
surprisingly uncommanding
voice when compared with

the bird itself; a bedded deer,
surprised at your approach,
suddenly crashes through
some brush and crunches its
escape through the crusty
snow; and the single note of a
Townsend’s solitaire punctuates
the silence with metronomic
regularity. Still, it seems mostly
silent. Gone are the distant
groans of tractors passing back
and forth, their rectilinear

n d a t

journeys across fields a story

of efficiency; traffic is reduced
on the nearby highway as many
folks have returned to their
homes in places Mainers would
call “away”; and shuttles for
flyfishermen have stopped for
the season. The Ruby is low,
frigid, and a little off color lately;
the forecast indicates she might
carry a little more ice in about

a week. In fact, that brrrr-

some forecast, coupled with the
silence, is a pretty good sign that
right now is an outstanding time
to go exploring along the river—
there’s a better than even chance
you'll have it all to yourself!

BITAT

O N

WEEKLY RIVER CONDITIONS AVAILABLE VIA EMAIL WITH MORE BEAUTIFUL PHOTOGRAPHY, CONTACT:

DAVE DELISI, Outreach Coordinator

406-660-2709 |

www.rubyhabitat.org
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SPOTLIGHT

PAINTED ORNAMENTS

Super Stars 4H Club visits TRMCC

Submitted by CLAIRE HYDE, Super

Stars 4H Club Reporter

O

Sheridan, Mont.

The members made hand painted
ornaments for the residents to share at
their future Christmas celebration.

The ornaments were so beautifully
done, that one was mistaken for a
cookie. Upon taste test, the “YUCK”
response made all involved have a good

laugh.

Residents had mixed feelings at first
about the ornaments, but it all ended

jolly.

Members present, Leader- Lacey Clark,
Adelynn Hoyt, Claire Hyde, Kait Hyde

and Kaycee Hanson.

e
b

Nov. 30, 2024 the

Super Stars 4H Club
visited residents at
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center in

N
= b
2 A R RS y
PHOTOS COURTESY SUPER STARS 4H CLUB
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The Madisonian.

call 406-682-7755

tomake aplan.

Check us out on
social media!
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- Madisonian Editorial Policy -

Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers with the
Editor’s viewpoints on matters of public importance. Guest
editorials and letters from readers (Letters to the Editor) refect the
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily refect the opinion of
the Editor or the staf of The Madisonian.

- Press Release Policy -

*The Madisonian staf will give all press releases full
consideration, but ultimately retains the authority to determine
whether or not to publish releases.

«Content must be factual and objective.

«Content must not contain advertising language (such as “Thank
you,” “Congratulations,” “call now,” “to buy tickets for,” “now
showing,”) or include pricing.
eltems of a general business interest are appropriate for
advertising—see advertising policy and current rates.
*Content must not be derogatory to competing companies
or organizations.

«Content may only be submitted and published once.
*There are no guarantees that press releases will be published.
*The Madisonian may edit submissions for grammar and content.
*The Madisonian reserves the right to make all determinations
relative to the above policy.

- Letters to the Editor/Readers Speak Policy -
The Madisonian encourages the opinions of readers on public
issues and matters of local concern. Letters must be close to 350
words, and author may only submit twice monthly. Please include
the writer's name, address and phone number. The Madisonian
reserves the right to edit
content for grammar, good taste and libel. We also reserve
the right to reject or delay publications.

We will not publish individual grievances about specifc
businesses or letters that are abusive, malicious or potentially
libelous.

Announcements, thank yous and letters of a commercial nature
will not appear in this column.

- Display & Classified Advertising Policy -

The Madisonian accepts most advertising, but may turn away any
advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to decide on placement
and content acceptability.

The advertisements in this publication are not necessarily
the opinion of or supported by The Madisonian.

Please note: Our client information is confdential.

~ Subscription Rates ~
In-State - $55/1 year or $95/2 years e Out-of-State - $65/1 year
or $105/2 years (e-Edition complimentary with print subscription)
® $55 - e-Edition only ¢ Snowhbird (1/2 in-state, 1/2 out-of-state)
$60/1 year or $100/1 years
Postmaster: Please, Send Address Changes to:
The Madisonian, P.O. Box 365, Ennis, MT 59729
Phone 406-682-7755
Toll Free 1-888-238-7849
email: inffo@madisoniannews.com

HOURS OF BUSINESS:
Monday - Friday ~ 9 am - 5 pm - Call ahead as we’re often out
in the community and we want to serve you well!

Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may be used in
any of our print and digital products.

NEWS & ADVERTISING
DEADLINE

5 p.m. - Friday

ANY ADS ACCEPTED AFTER THE FRIDAY DEADLINE OF 5 P.M. WILL BE

CHARGED A $25 LATE FEE.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The Madisonian does
not endorse the viewpoints or
statements of those who submit
letters to the editor.

Please do your own research
and check your facts.

i s, it
BUYING OR BUILDING
~A'NEW;HOME? «

CONGRATULATIONS!
HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?

Be sure to locate and record the
location of your septic system especially
the lids to your tank.

Septic systems need regular maintenance.

We're here for you when it’s time to have
your tank serviced or have any questions.

Call us at 406-683-2063

Thank you for your business all the
great people in Madison County!

Klasen. Septic

Sara (Sally) G. Sandell Mayes
(Zimmerman) of LaPorte passed
away peacefully on Dec. 22,
2024 at the age of 85. Sally spent
her final days surrounded by
loving family and friends. Sally
was born on Sept. 6, 1939, to her
late parents Albert and Hazel
(Zeltner) Zimmerman.

She is survived by her sons

Obituaries

Sara (Sally) G. Sandell Mayes (Zimmerman)
September 6, 1939 - December 22, 2024

James (Christine) Mayes and
David Mayes; her grandchil-
dren Broderick (21), Bennett
(17), and Majorie (17); and

her sister Patricia (Thorensen)
Bejar, as well as her nieces
Karina (Thorensen) Graham
and Abigail Thorensen. She has
been preceded in death by her
husband Robert Mayes of 29
years and Rodney Sandell of 18
years.

She graduated from Misha-
waka High School in 1958. She
pursued her education at Indi-
ana University in Bloomington,
In., where she earned a degree
in elementary education. While
at Indiana University she was
a proud member and President
of the Gamma Phi Beta sorority
and member of the I.U. Red
Steppers Dance Team. Later
in her career, Sally earned her
masters degree in Elementary

Guidance Counseling at Notre
Dame. She taught and coun-
seled children in many LaPorte
Elementary Schools.

As a devoted wife, mother
and grandmother, Sally found
great joy in her family and
created a home filled with love.
She enjoyed traveling with her
family, riding bicycles, and
playing bridge. Sally spent
many summers in Montana
where she eventually called
her home. Throughout her life
and even in her final moments,
Sally was filled with faith and
compassion to help and serve
others. She spent her life serving
others and volunteering her
time with many organizations
including Meals on Wheels, Tri
Kappa, Salvation Army, First
United Methodist Church of
LaPorte, Lions Club in Ennis,
Mont., as a Montana Ombuds-

man, Trinity Episcopal Church
of Ennis, Mont., Prime Life
Musical Groups, and Daughters
of the King at St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church in Carmel,
IN. She also enjoyed singing
and was a choir member at St.
Christopher’s Episcopal Church
in Carmel, In., and the Method-
ist Church in LaPorte, In.

Celebration of Life Services
will take place on Saturday, Jan.
18, 2025, at St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church, 1402 W Main
St, Carmel, IN 46032, at 10 a.m.
A brief reception and fellowship
will follow the services.

Donations in Sally’s honor
can be made to either Prime
Life Enrichment Senior Center
(http://primelifeenrichment.org/
supporting-ple/dontate/) or St.
Christopher’s Episcopal Church
(http://stchriscarmel.org/give/).

Lori Kay Waldemar

Lori Kay Waldemar, 68, of
Dillon, Mont.T passed away

February 13, 1956 to January 6, 2025

peacefully at home January 6th .

Lori was born in Sheridan,
Mont.,T on Feb. 13, 1956. She
graduated from Sheridan Hhigh
Sschool and continued on to re-
ceive a Bachelor of Science from
Western Montana College.

Lori married Eddie Waldemar
on Sept. 30, 1978 in Sheridan.
They were married for 41 years
before Eddie’s passing. Their son
Erik was born in July 1979. Ed-
die and Lori enjoyed following
Erik’s high school and college
basketball career. Lori worked
as a teacher in California, Idaho,
and Montana, and later became

a school bus driver for the
Dillon School District, driving
for 24 years. She was a softball
coach and enjoyed playing
softball herself. She belonged to
bowling and pool leagues. Lori
enjoyed going to craft fairs or
crap fairs as she liked to say. It
was also important to Lori to
support the Dillon giving tree
each year. Eddie and Lori spent
time together camping, fishing,
traveling, and enjoyed finding
new places to eat. Eddie was the
camp host at Reservoir Lake in
retirement and Lori continued
to be the host for the camp-
ground after his passing.

CARD OF THANKS

Lori is survived by her son
Erik, brother Marc (Gail) Elser,
sisters Lissa (Ken) Stewart, Lynn
(Reed) Rowberry, sister in laws
Brenda (Dave) Borjas and Jerry
(Dennis) Rehse, and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Lori was preceded in death by
her parents and husband.

The Family of Lori Waldemar
would like to express great
appreciation to Kirk and Jean
Bergeson and the Beaverhead
ambulance, Jerry Rehse, and
Honey Bee Hospice Care.

The family of Rosalie Massar wishes to express our deep appreciation to those who have offered such kindness, support and
messages of sympathy and comfort. Thank you to those who brought food, and helped with the meal after her service. Thank you,
Pastor Karin Lovgren for your loving assistance with Mom’s service. To all of the friends and family who attended her service, she

would have been so touched. We especially want to thank the staff of Home Park Assisted Living who made her last years happy,
and comfortable. She loved you all so much. We are also grateful to Honeybee Hospice for your care.

Sincerely,

Ross and Sheila Massar | Roselle and Dean Hanson | Kali and Steve Stender and families

My experience as a volunteer mentor

Dear Editor,

I am writing to share my ex-
perience as a volunteer mentor
to a young boy who, like many
others, faced challenges growing
up without a positive male role
model. Over the past 3 years
mentoring him through the Big
Brother Big Sister program, I've
witnessed firsthand the profound
impact that even small, consistent
acts of guidance and support can
have on a young life.

I was so nervous the first time

I met him. I wasn't sure if he
would be afraid of me or maybe
just find me not that interesting.
My fears were quickly diminished
when he hugged me goodbye that
first day; asking me profusely
when we could hangout again
next. He had been waiting for me
to come along and fill a void in
his life he couldn't quite under-
stand or articulate yet. In fact,
he had been on the waitlist for a
few years as male volunteers for
the program are hard to find. I
learned pretty quickly that he

didn't require grand gestures or
perfect advice—what he needs

is time, attention and compas-
sion. Being there for someone
when they need it most can truly
change the course of their life.
For me, the rewards have been
immeasurable as well. My rela-
tionship with him has not only
deepened my understanding of
what it means to be a role model,
but it has also been a source of
immense personal growth and

joy.

I encourage others to consid-
er volunteering as a mentor. It
doesn’t take much to make a
difference in a young person’s life.
The potential for positive change
is enormous, and the benefits go
beyond the individual. In a world
that often feels disconnected,
being a steady presence for some-
one who needs it most can ripple
out in ways we may never fully
comprehend.
Mark Genito
Bozeman, MT

When government outgrows the productivity of its people

Dear Editor,

According to a recent study
released by Truth in Accounting,
the end of 2024 brought the US
government 153 trillion dollars of
total liabilities. Your government
currently holds claim to $966,000
of future productivity for every
citizen in the United States. Mea-
sures to correct a growing burden
will require some pain that few
will escape. The million-dollar
question remains: What will you

be willing to sacrifice?

“If the American people ever
allow private banks to control the
issue of their currency, first by
inflation, then by deflation, the
banks and corporations that will
grow up around [the banks] will
deprive the people of all proper-
ty until their children wake-up
homeless on the continent their
fathers conquered. The issuing
power should be taken from the
banks and restored to the people,

to whom it properly belongs. I
sincerely believe that banking es-
tablishments are more dangerous
than standing armies, and that
the principle of spending money
to be paid by posterity under the
name of funding is but swindling
futurity on a large scale.” --Thom-
as Jefferson

Donald Trump and his dream
team certainly have their work
cut out for them. More than
anything else, they will need the

WILL BE HOLDING THEIR

ANNUAL BOARD MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025 AT 10:00 A.M.

MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE

CONFERENCE ROOM OF ACTION INC.
25 WEST SILVER STREETe BUTTE, MT 59701
For further information, please feel free to call Erica at (406) 533-6847

support of every American citi-
zen to sacrifice. Simply put, public
officials (who we have voted into
office) have violated the parame-
ters of our constitutional form of
government. It’s past time to hold
our public officials and ourselves
accountable for the situation we
find ourselves in.
Bob Wagner
Harrison, MT

Your partner in
community.

406-682-7755
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IN AREAS WITH LOW CELL SERVICE, A TEXT MESSAGE
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HAVE YOU RECEIVED YOUR LETTER YET?

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER!

We have been keeping real estate statistics since 1997 and
we are in the process of sending out over 10,000 letters in
Madison, Beaverhead and Jefferson County. We write these
letters to be specific to where we send them (which is why you
may get more than one) - ie, Ennis-Madison Valley is a different
letter than Sheridan/Twin - Ruby Valley.

SO WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO YOU?

o ESTATE PLANNING - real estate is often your biggest asset and you want
to protect it!

¢ INSURANCE - we try to give averages per square foot - are you over or
under insured?

e TAXES - compare the basic fair market value to your taxable value.

 OWNERSHIP - |ast year we had several calls as the properties were not
how they were supposed to be deeded.

¢ INVESTMENT - you can use the equity in your property to make other
wise choices.

THE LIST GOES ON AND ON!

If you do want to consider selling then CALL US and we will
work up a market analysis specifically for you.

KNOWLEDGE TRULY IS A POWERFUL TOOL TO HAVE IN YOUR BOX!!

MONTANA (44 OUTDOOR l(W’
PROPERTY GROUP

KELLER WILLIAMS

REALTY

Dot Merrill Chad Davis

Melinda Merrill Jason & Joszie
BROKER BROKER SALES AGENT Driear
406.570.9067 406.596.4288 406.579.4270 REALTOR/BROKER
DotRealEstateMT MelindaRealEstateMT 406RealEstate@gmail.com o
. ; 406-439-1486
@gmail.com @gmail.com 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE Driears@gmail.com

29 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Keeping stats and market
trends since 1997
-Contrary to Ennis rumor...
LOL NOT retiring!!

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Ranch Experience
-Internet Marketing
-Web-site Marketing

-Drone & Professional
Photography

-4th generation
Montana Native
-Show anytime - anywhere
-Social media marketing

26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-4th generation Montanan
-Live and breath Montana

105 E MAIN STREET ¢ ENNIS, MT

We are independent real estate agents licensed in the State of Montana representing Montana Outdoor Property Group of Keller Williams Realty. [E @

g
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Residential & Commercial Seamless ﬁain;{?ﬁﬁ-m
CONSTRUCTION

Locally Owned & Operated

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!

406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2 - Ennis, Mt 59729

Pel o Tre \)\Jeek
...... Pecause s time 1o meef your, maich

Hello? Hellooooo? Is anyone there? I need someone to talk to and to love
and play with, just haven’t found the right purrson yet. I like to play,
sing (well purr), be stroked (oh yeah! I really like to be stroked
revs my engine right up!) and well, let’s just say I
like lots of interaction with you. I'm an indoor young
lady and like to be close to the one I choose. Please
call Misty at (406)439-1408, then come and meet
me, love me, and adopt me. GOD will bless
you if you do and so will I. -Longingly, Sally

\

_/V R
- VESSEY PROPERTIES
'., r
l CHRISTIE'S
PordWWest L RLAL EITR

KRISTIE VESSEY
BROKER - Licensed in MT & ID

406.580.1842

You can
donate to them also
as it helps feed us and

take care of us medically.
You can see us on Adopt-
A-Pet, PetFinder

RescueMe.org and
Facebook

MAY BE SENT TO 911 IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

JANUARY 5

* In Sheridan, law
enforcement reported a
suspicious vehicle along
with multiple targeted
patrols.

* Virginia City experienced
a 911 hangup, which

may indicate potential
miscommunication or
distress.

¢ A similar situation
occurred in Twin Bridges,
where a 911 hangup was
also recorded.

* Big Sky dealt with a motor
vehicle slide-off, and
another 911 hangup was
reported there as well.

* Targeted patrols were
initiated in Alder to ensure
community safety.

* Dillon's emergency
services responded to an
ambulance medical call.

* Ennis initiated a follow-
up on a previous incident,
which included a case of
driving under the influence
and additional targeted
patrols.

JANUARY 6

* Sheridan continued to
see targeted patrols and
reported a suspicious
person in the area.

e Another motor vehicle
slide-off was recorded in
Big Sky, raising concerns
about road conditions.

¢ In Ennis, law enforcement
conducted a traffic stop
while managing various
permitted burns.

¢ A minor in possession
incident was documented
in Twin Bridges,
highlighting issues with
underage drinking.

* Harrison reported a
permitted burn, ensuring
compliance with local
regulations.

* Additionally, Sheridan
experienced a case

of fraud that required
attention.

* A civil service incident
was noted in Virginia
City, reflecting ongoing
community engagement.

JANUARY 7

e Cameron reported
hazards found in the area,
prompting a response from
local authorities.

¢ Ennis faced multiple city
ordinance violations along
with several ambulance
medical calls.

* A harassment incident
was recorded in Twin
Bridges, indicating
concerns about community
safety.

* Targeted patrols continued
in Sheridan, demonstrating
a proactive approach to law
enforcement.

* In Pony, an act of
vandalism was reported,
raising concerns about
property crimes.

* Virginia City initiated a
follow-up on a previous
incident, showing
commitment to thorough
investigation.

¢ Targeted patrols were
also conducted in Alder to
ensure public safety.

JANUARY 8

¢ Harrison experienced a
case of stolen property,
prompting an investigation
by local authorities.

* Big Sky recorded a 911
open line, which may
indicate an emergency
situation.

e Targeted patrols were
ongoing in Sheridan,
ensuring community safety.

* Ennis responded to
multiple ambulance
medical calls throughout
the day.

e Livestock complaints
were noted in Cameron,
highlighting issues related
to animal management.

» Several motor vehicle
slide-offs occurred in Ennis
and McAllister, indicating
hazardous driving
conditions.

JANUARY 9

* Ennis reported a series of
permitted burns along with
various traffic complaints.

* Suspicious vehicles
were noted in Sheridan,
prompting further
investigation and targeted
patrols.

* Twin Bridges documented
suicide threats, raising
concerns for mental health
and safety.

* Another 911 open line
was recorded in Big

Sky, suggesting potential
emergencies.

¢ Anaconda required
ambulance services for

a medical emergency,
reflecting the need for
prompt medical response.

JANUARY 10

* Ennis reported a fire
with downed utility lines,
which required immediate
attention from emergency
services.

e Multiple targeted patrols
continued in Sheridan,
demonstrating law
enforcement's commitment
to community safety.

* Several traffic stops were
recorded in Twin Bridges,
indicating ongoing traffic
management efforts.

¢ A disabled vehicle was
reported in McAllister,
prompting assistance from
local authorities.

¢ Civil service incidents
were documented in
Virginia City, reflecting
community engagement.

¢ Additional civil service
incidents were also
noted in Ennis, ensuring
compliance with local
regulations.

JANUARY 11

* Multiple 911 open lines
were reported in Big

Sky, indicating potential
emergencies that required
investigation.

¢ Ennis faced hazards
found in the area, and law
enforcement conducted
several traffic stops to
maintain safety.

* Targeted patrols were
ongoing in Sheridan,
reinforcing the presence
of law enforcement in the
community.

* Suicide threats were
reported again in Twin
Bridges, highlighting the
need for mental health
resources.

¢ A fire or smoke incident
was noted in Whitehall,
prompting a response from
emergency services.

* Silver Star reported a
motor vehicle slide-off,
indicating hazardous
driving conditions in the
area.

Pure Window Cleaning

Your Local Window Cleaning Source

Michelle Boatwright
406-660-0421
701 Bauer Ln.

Ennis MT 59729

Ennispurewindowcleaning@gmail.com

406-660-0421

Free Quotes

Residential

Commercial
Satisfaction Guaranteed

: SR vesseyrealestate@gmail.com

Come Be Part
of The INN Crowd!

An 8-log cabin property located 1/4 mile
outside of Ennis, MT on MT Hwy 287.

E nn iS , M T We are OPEN year-round for ALL Travelers!

Unwind in our comfortable and clean private Cabins. Each Cabin is outfitted
with all of the conveniences of home, including a fully equipped kitchenette,
DISH TV with Fast & Secure WIFI! Each Cabin has a separate bathroom and A/C!

A TRIP ADVISOR 5 BUBBLE RATED LODGE!

TO SECURE A RESERVATION

www.luremeinn.com OR 406.682.7100
Welcome Home!
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On Jan. 9, the Twin Bridges boys lost to Lone Peak, but followed up with a victory against White Sulfur H lgh SCho 01 op S rou nd up
Springs the next day. Meanwhile, the Twin Bridges girls won big vs. Lone Peak 61-36. PHOTOS BY KARI

MONTGOMERY AS REPORTED TO 406SPORTS.COM

CLASS B GIRLS dropped 15 points and Brookelyn Hales tallied up
: : . . 11 for West Yellowstone, while Manhattan Chris-

* No. 7 Ennis 62, Shields Valley 29: Marisa Snider " s . .
student BRIXIE CLARK i st i i 4poms
Ny SHERIDAN SCHOOL’S STUDENT OF THE WEEK inson netted 13 and Mikayla Ledgerwood eight CLASS C BOYS

()f tl1e Sheridan Elementary proudly announces 3rd grade for the 6-1 Mustangs, who rolled past the Class C « Twin Bridges 65, White Sulphur Springs 48:
- . Rebels. Gaige Taylor paced Shields Valley with nine  py oo mo - delivered 24 points to go with three
\A’GG'( student Brixie Clark as our Student of the Week. Brixie points and Amanda Willis contributed six.

is a hardworking student in class always putting forth

rebounds, Flint Janzen swept up a team-high 11
her best effort in everything she does. She has an

* West Yellowstone 62, No. 7 Manhattan Chris- boards and drained 18 points, and Ty Wellman had

tian 32: In one of the biggest statement wins of the four rebounds to go with 10 points for the Falcons,
extremely kind heart and will always help out any way she can around the school. She has ~ night, the Wolverines (7-1) picked up a huge victory  who picked up their third win.
a great sense of humor and a contagious smile that brightens everyone’s day. Her favorite by ripping out to a 25-3 first quarter and blowing the
. ; ) ) -~ ) ] previously-unbeaten Eagles (5-1) away. Ari Spence
subjects in school are reading, math, and science. Brixie has many hobbies outside of

school. She likes to ride her dirt bike, hang out with family, playing with her brothers, and

camping and fishing with her family during the summer. Great job Brixie of embodying TH E CU R R E NT RAN K I NG S

Sheridan Elementary’s Universals of Being Respectful, Responsible, Safe, Successful, and

AS OF JAN. 11, ACCORDING TO 406SPORTS.COM
A PANTHER! CLASS B GIRLS: 4. Bainville (6-0) 8. Red Lodge (6-1)
1. Huntley Project (7-0) 5. Plenty Coups (6-0) 9. Glasgow (5-1)
W@ aze /20%6/ % \’()lj! 2. Missoula Loyola (4-1) 6. Roy-Winifred (5-2) 10. Lone Peak (6-1)
/ 3. Shepherd (6-1) 7. Manhattan Christian (5-0) CLASS C BOYS
— - 4. Baker (5-1) 8. Denton-Geyser-Stanford- 1. Box Elder (5-0)
’ ] @H,}J 5. Chinook (7-0) Geraldine (4-1) 2. Lustre Christian (7-0)
6. Big Timber (5-0) 9. Belt (4-2) 3. Manhattan Christian (3-1)
VAN N 7. Ennis (5-1) 10. Brockton (5-1) 4. Scobey (6-0)
VESSEY PROPERTIES 8. Florence-Carlton (5-1) CLASS B BOYS: 5. Chester-Joplin-Inverness
o7’ CHRISTIE'S 9. ]eff.erson @1 1. Missoula Loyola (4-1) (6-0)
PurdWest ‘ 10. Fairfield (5-1) 2. Lodge Grass (6-0) 6. Belt (5-1)
KRISTIE VESSEY CLASS C GIRLS: 3. Three Forks (5-0) 7. St. Regis (6-0)
BROKER - Licensed in MT & ID 1. Saco-Whitewater-Hinsdale 4. Manhattan (2-1) 8. Broadview-Lavina (7-0)
406.580.1842 (8-0) 5. St. Labre (5-0) 9. Circle (6-1)
2. Melstone (7-0) 6. Fairfield (6-0) 10. Lincoln (4-1)
3. Plentywood (6-0) 7. Arlee (5-0)

MADISON COUNTY SANITARIAN’S OFFICE
P.O. Box 278 « 103 W. Wallace Street
Virginia City, MT 59755
(406) 843-4275 « sanitarian@madisoncountymt.gov

SERVSAFE TRAINING

The Madison County Sanitarian’s Office will be holding a ServSafe training.
A successful passing grade will satisfy the Montana Food Code.

The date and location is listed below:
DATE: Wednesday January 29, 2025, 9:30am-5:00pm
Public Meeting Room, Madison County Annex, Virginia City

EEE: $75.00 Interested in

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: One week prior to the class Sponsormg the

Registration forms can be found on the Sanitarian’s page of the Madison County M&dlSOn Val Iey
website at madisoncountymt.gov or the Sanitarian’s Office, located at 7 Placer SportS COVG rage')

sports Coverage

1 0&%’@ Wis amazing Gusiness:

% GOOD LUCK
P N S .
3 RIVERS I'EAMS!

COMMUNICATIONS

Loop in Virginia City.

Textbooks will be available for pick at the Madison County Sanitarian’s Office. emal I ConneCt@

Applicants must be registered and fee paid in advance of receiving your madisoniannews.com

textbook and exam materials. Lunch will be provided at no cost. Please call the or Cal |
Sanitarian’s Office at (406) 843-4275 if you have questions.

Seating is limited, so please register early. 406-682-7755 ext 2

102 SOUTH MAIN ST. « SHERIDAN, MT
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BY DAVID MADISON NEWS@MADISONIANNEWS.COM

Virtual commumty screening featuring

Virginia City native and actor
Amber Rose Mason and her
collaborators invite audiences
to a special virtual screening of
the award-winning film "Two
Eyes," running until Jan. 19. The
event aims to raise funds for
the Virginia City Schoolhouse
Foundation, with 50% of all
ticket sales benefiting the
organization.

Tickets are available for $18,
granting viewers unlimited
access to the film and pre-taped

local actor

Q&A sessions throughout the
screening window. Additionally,
attendees can participate in a
live Zoom Q&A with Mason
and filmmaker Travis Fine on
January 19 at 5 p.m. PST / 6 p.m.
CST.

This innovative screening
initiative connects filmmakers
with audiences while supporting
important causes. To screen

“Two Eyes,” log onto: https://

twoeyesmovie.com/screening/
amberrosemason/

Local actor Amber Rose Mason
(right) appears in “Two Eyes,” a
new film by Travis Fine. PHOTO
COURTESY “TWO EYES”

Ennis skate park presentation

The campaign to build a
skate park in Ennis Lions Park
continues with a presentation
planned for Jan. 27 at the
Madison Valley Public Library in
Ennis.

“All the kids are getting a
presentation together and we're
just going to go into the library
and do a presentation for a

bunch of people to try to get
people to donate. We're going to
invite people to come and see
where their money would go to,”
explained Colton Hopper after
attending a planning session on
Jan. 7 at Willie’s Distillery.

Colton’s mother, Lacey Hopper,
said Ennis High School Art
Teacher Cody Pearson is assisting

with a logo contest for the
proposed skate park.

“He's awesome,” Lacey Hopper
said of Peason. “We adore him
and they are going to announce
the winner of the logo contest on
the 27th.”

The Jan. 27 event is scheduled
from 5 to 8 p.m.

Busy time at Madison County Planning

The Madison County Planning
Board convened on Jan. 7 for
a work session to discuss the
ongoing updates to the county's
Subdivision Regulations. This
meeting marked an important
step in the county's efforts to
refine its planning documents,
which also include the updated
Growth Policy.

The Growth Policy acts as a
long-range community master
plan, providing a comprehensive
overview of Madison County's
current status and future
objectives, while the Subdivision
Regulations serve as a regulatory
framework for all subdivision
development proposals. The
Planning Board emphasized
that the Growth Policy is not a
regulatory document but rather

Department

a foundational guide that will
inform the county's land use
regulations through 2030.

As part of the planning
process, the Board is committed
to biennial reviews of the
Subdivision Regulations, with an
updated version expected to be
adopted in early 2025. Following
this, a subsequent update is
anticipated in the summer of
2025 to ensure compliance with
state statutes and to refine design
standards related to watercourse
setbacks.

Residents are encouraged to
participate in the upcoming
public hearings to learn more and
provide input on these crucial
documents. The next events
include:

» Growth Policy Public Hearing: :

Jan. 27 at 6 p.m. in the Admin
Building Public Meeting Room,
Virginia City.

« Subdivision Regulations
Public Hearing: Feb. 24 at 6 p.m.
in the Admin Building Public
Meeting Room, Virginia City.

Big thanks to VC
fire department

A recent post on social
media offered cheers to the
Virginia City Rural Fire De-
partment “for all you do” and
celebrated a $455 donation
from the Elks Lodge 390. The
funds were raised from the
Christmas Stroll.

DOJ, OPI announce National
Missing Children's Poster Contest

Submitted by MT ATTORNEY
GENERAL'S OFFICE

The Montana Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) and the Office of Public
Instruction (OPI) announced
today that submissions are open
for the 42nd Annual National
Missing Children’s Poster Con-
test. Montana fifth graders can
submit their art in the theme of
“Bringing Our Missing Children
Home” to help raise awareness
of the issue of missing children
and have a chance to win a trip to
Washington, D.C.

A winning Montana poster will
be selected, and the artist will
receive a $100 cash prize and
get to celebrate with Attorney
General Austin Knudsen and
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Susie Hedalen. The winning
poster will then be submitted to
the national contest. The national
poster contest winner, along with
his/her parents and teacher, will
be awarded a trip to Washington,
D.C. to participate in the National
Missing Children’s Day ceremony
on Wednesday, May 21, 2025.

“This contest is a great way to
bring awareness to the problem
of missing children and edu-
cate young Montanans on how
they can stay safe. I encourage
every fifth grader in Montana to
participate,” Attorney General

Knudsen said. “At the Montana
Department of Justice, we will
continue to do our part to find
the missing and bring them
home.”

“Every missing child is a trag-
edy that touches all of us," Su-
perintendent Susie Hedalen said.
"This contest highlights the im-
portance of protecting our chil-
dren while teaching our students
a valuable lesson on staying safe.
Through our partnership with
the Montana Department of
Justice, we’re working to bring
hope to families and make a dif-
ference. I encourage every fifth
grader in Montana to take part
in this important effort."

Student artwork must meet the
following criteria to be considered
and will be judged on originality,
creativity, use of color and ma-
terials, and reflection of contest
theme.

o Artwork that is original and
handcrafted

« 8 4 x 14 inches in size

« Include the words “Bringing
Our Missing Children Home”

Posters with digitally produced
images, collages, cut-outs, and
stamping will not be accepted.

A written poster contest student
application form must be sub-
mitted along with each poster.

Ennis Rodeo Association
ANNUAL STOCKHOLDER MEETING

Wednesday, January 2274, 2025

7:00PM e«

SPORTSMAN’S LODGE

The application will be judged
on the level of understanding of
the subject, clarity, and grammar
appropriate for the fifth grade.
Application and consent forms
are available here.

Montana has participated in the
annual national “Bringing Our
Missing Children Home” poster
contest since 2009.

Since 2003, DOJ has issued 55
AMBER Alerts that have helped
locate 77 children, four who were
deceased. To see a list of the per-
sons currently missing in Mon-
tana and to get more information
on Montana’s AMBER Alert and
Missing Persons programs, visit
https://dojmt.gov/missing-per-
sons/.

Posters and student application
forms must be received by Feb-
ruary 28, 2025. Send them to:

Montana Department of Justice
Missing Persons Clearinghouse
2225 11th Avenue

PO Box 201406

Helena, MT 59620

Grants available for traditional

and folk arts and media arts
in Montana

© Submitted by REBECCA
: CONNORS, MCF

The Montana Community

: Foundation, Inc. (MCF) an-

: nounces its annual grant cycle

¢ from the William B. Pratt Fund

: to benefit Montana traditional

¢ and folk art, as well as media arts

: in Montana.

Applicants may apply in one of

: two funding categories: (1) Tra-

. ditional and Folk Arts, which are
: rooted in the cultural and artistic
! traditions of Montana tribes,

: communities and ethnic and oc-
: cupational groups and (2) Media
: Arts that produce documentaries
: about Montana arts, culture and
¢ history, offer Media Arts Educa-
: tional Programming or present

¢ public programs of documenta-

: ries about Montana arts, culture
¢ or history. Both grant programs

¢ emphasis supporting Indigenous
: artists, communities, and orga-

: nizations.

The William B. Pratt Fund was
established William “Bill” Pratt
as a legacy gift to the people of
Montana to help them tell and
share stories - especially the un-
told ones — about Montana’s arts,
culture, and history and to learn
about the traditional art forms
and cultures of this unique state.

Grant amounts will range from
$500 to $2,000, and applications
will be accepted from January
13 to March 31, 2025. Montana
501(c)(3) organizations and local,
state, and tribal governments are
eligible to apply. Individual art-
ists and other entities may apply
under a fiscal sponsorship. Apply
at https://mtcf.org/grants/apply-

for-a-grant/william-b-pratt-fund.

Through this grant process, Bill
hopes to see some of the impact
of his legacy in Montana and on
the arts community.

"Montana’s cultural heritage is
rich and diverse, yet many stories

and traditions remain untold.
This fund ensures that those
unique voices—woven through
our traditional and folk arts—are
preserved and shared for gener-
ations to come. By supporting
these projects, we honor our past
and keep our cultural identity
alive, inspiring and educating
our communities,” stated Bill
Pratt.

“I encourage organizations with
eligible projects in these areas,
whether small or large, to consider
applying for this grant program.”

To review eligibility, apply for a
grant, access the online applica-
tion at mtcf.org/grants/apply-for-
a-grant. Only online applications
will be accepted. For questions,
please contact Impact Program
Director, Elisa Fiaschetti 406-
441-4953 or elisa@mtcf.org.

Elling House Arts and Humanities
Center presents a third in its series
of Public Symposia

Submitted by JACK ALBRECHT

The Elling House Arts and

. Humanities Center is presenting

¢ athird in its series of Public Sym-
: posia -- events designed to engage
¢ public discussion on topics of

¢ both personal and communal

: significance.

This third symposium will focus

' on current concerns about how to
: preserve democracy and protect

¢ its values. The discussion will

. center around historian Timo-

thy Snyder's best-selling book,
On Tyranny, which provides an
outline of twenty necessary and
practical lessons from history.

The symposium is scheduled for
Saturday afternoon, February 8,
at 2:30 pm, at the Elling House in
Virginia City. Although it is part
of a series, each symposium is an
independent event.

Jack Waller, a Center board
member, serves as the series'
moderator. Active and inclusive
participation will be encouraged,

resulting in a well-organized,
focused, and balanced discussion.

Topics of subsequent symposia
are under consideration. Ques-
tions, comments, and suggestions
are welcomed. Admission is
free, and donations in support
of the Center's mission are much
appreciated.

Contact Jack Waller at 406-865-

0904; jackwaller@3rivers.net; P.O.
Box 121, Virginia City, MT 59755.

CROY FEED & SUPPLY LLC

TRUSTED NURTRALIX DEALER
BRADY CROY -

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
WE SPECIALIZE
NUTRALIX PRODUCTS
* CATTLE MINERALS
* HARD MINERALS & PROTEIN TUBS

» HORSE SUPPLEMENTS
* LIQUID FEED
ALL PRODUCTS DELIVERED

406-570-9528

| N

PRIZES:

28 $550
3° $350
4™ $200

TEXAS
HOLD’EM

Hosted by the Silver Dollar Saloon
131 E. Main Street * Ennis, MT

SUNDAY ¢« FEBRUARY 2, 2025 » 1:00PM

$125 Buy In for $3000 in Chips
1 ST $1 000 Unlimited $50 Re-Buys for $3000 more Chips for first 1.5 hours

$25 Add-On for $1500 additional Chips
(one time only, end of 4th round)

Register & Pay Before Event Day
to enter drawing for FREE ENTRY FEE

ENNIS LIONS CLUB
POKER TOURY!Y\IAMENT

SILENT AUCTION

DEALER SPONSOR - ReMax Mountain Properties

Proceeds from this event will be designated to Ennis Lions Club General Fund.
Thank you for supporting the Ennis Lions Club, we look forward to seeing you on
Sunday, February 2nd at The Silver Dollar. Sincerely, The Men & Women of Ennis Lions Club

Prize amounts based on 36 players. See Tournament Rules.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT TONY TREGLIA 406.682.7100




THE MADISONIAN

A8

January 16, 2025

Advertise in The Madisonian. Call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

179 JUDY LANE, ALDER, MT
406.217.2131 | WWW.RUBYVALLEYSHEDS.COM

7/ \TURK INSULN

SPRAY FOAM |

v >

Vince Turk Taylor Turk
406-498-6185 406-660-1876

SHERIDAN, MT

LICENSED &

HORIZON INSULATION

Reduce Your Power Bill & Increase your comfort

INSURETD

Urethane Foam * Wall & Attic Insulation
Agriculture, Commercial, Residential

Fd Bleason | 406-579-5153
Weall6-285-3159 | Horizonlnsulation@msn.com
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Under new management!

www.ennisfishbowl.com

D
Thursday and Friday #ome-Spm
Salirday and Sunday Name-Spme

Your one stop spot to hang out, relax and have a delicious meal.
MNow with our own scrumptious Irish pub -

The Back Alley Pub

KENWORTHY
ELECTRIC

SHERIDAN, MT

406-842-5865
www.kenworthyelectric.com

FULL SERVICE DRYWALL
a ! CONTRACTOR DILLON AWO Gmss WINDSHIELDS
Mew hDT::‘.r re:lo-dels & r:!ptaiss 1075 NISSEN LN _m d_‘k‘._
Smooth finish our specialty
Y D D E R Owver 30 years experience DILLO Nr MT 59725 w
(406) 683-2846
DRYWALL INC. IMLINSCOTT, OWNER g e 70" wnosisto s
4 )
al
A PLACE TB-FIND HELP

Assistance with SNAP, Medicaid, LIHEAP.
Referrals for help scheduling local face to face with
Job Service and whatever else you might need.

THE RESOURCE ASSISTANCE CENTER
222 N Montana STE A., Dillon Montana ¢ 406-988-0360

MADISON COUNTY

HEATING
& COOLING

/ Give us acall or send us an email
for all of your HVAC needs.

WE COVER MADISON, JEFFERSON, SILVERBOW,
BEAVERHEAD & GALLATIN COUNTIES.

Call Ken at 406-221-6677 or email ken@3rivers.net

Looking for the
perfect way to say

THANK YOU?

THE MADISONIAN LOVES
TO SPREAD GRATITUDE!

We o er 20% OFF
all thank you ads.

connect@madisoniannews.com

OR 406.682.7755 today!
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MADISON County weather

| Thursday |

Sun and a few passing clouds.
High 42F. Winds S at 15 to 25 mph.
Higher wind gusts possible.

Friday

Snow during the morning will give
way to lingering snow showers
during the afternoon. High near 25F.
SSE winds shifting to NNE at 10 to
20 mph. Chance of snow 70%. Snow
accumulating 1 to 3 inches.

Saturday

Intervals of clouds and sunshine. High
11F. Winds SSE at 10 to 15 mph.

Sunday

Sunshine and clouds mixed. A few
furries or snow showers possible.
High 13F. Winds SSE at 5 to 10 mph.

Monday

Intervals of clouds and sunshine. High
19F. Winds S at 5 to 10 mph.

Quote of the
Week:

"Most of the
change we
think we see In
lifeis due to
truths being
In and out of

favor."
Robert Frost

CAPAROSO

BOOKKEEPING

Company Setup
Payroll
Quarterly/Annual Reporting
Weekly/Monthly Reconciliation
Accounts Payable
Accounts Receivable

Report Advising

Financial Advising

940-577-2610

Lucas
Plumbing LLC

210 S Cottonwood Rd
Unit 107
Bozeman MT 59718

Liucas
PLUMBING LLC.

E
-5 -’:h |
11: y

SP&122

Clayton Lucas
406 551 0060

~Christensen

.gf Rentals, LLC

Landscape * Lawn & Garden

~ Home Improvement & Construction

Don’t forget Winter!
Winterize your sprinklers!
We have log splitters & chimney brushes!

Ask about the Weekend Rates: Pick up between 11-12 noon n
Call for availability! B
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. * Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. e CLOSED SUNDAYS

406-682-4748 - 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

\/\\g\'\ County

Laa I' '| *‘u"}“‘“l "
lrriga’cion & Landscaping
Yo ooy FOE-842-5543 | e*
l'Vtcmg H@.‘ Country Porta\'-’ O]

PROUDLY SERVING
Beaverhead « Madison ¢ Gallatin ¢ Jefferson e Silverbow

Your partner in community.
advertise in The Madisonian.

406-682-7/755
to make a plan.
