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Robot 18-wheelers got rolling in

Madison County

HOW HIGH-SPEED ADVANCES IN SELF-DRIVING SEMIS STARTED

By DAVID MADISON
news@madisoniannews.com

magine a future when

self-driven 18-wheelers

navigate the most infa-

mous mountain highways
in the West — Teton Pass,
Homestake Pass and Gallatin
Canyon. When that future
arrives, a Bozeman company
built partially on research done
on Lone Peak could be at the
forefront of this bold new reality
for the trucking industry.

In December, Aurora an-
nounced the opening of its new
78,000 square-foot office and
testing facility in Bozeman
on Montana State University’s
Innovation Campus. The space
builds upon photonics research
using lidar, a detection system
that works on the principle of
radar, but uses light from a laser.

In 2015, MSU graduate Trent
Berg co-founded Blackmore
Sensors and Analytics, a
photonics and lidar company.
Blackmore later started using its
lidar technology to measure and
track the Lone Peak Stone Gla-
cier, which is the dense deposit
of rock and ice at the foot of
Lone Peak, where the base of the
old tram is located.

Lidar found the stone glacier
is 1.5 miles long and moves 11

L

AT A GLACIAL PACE ON LONE PEAK

Lone Peak in Big Sky, Mont., is now applied to self-driving trucks. IMAGE COURTESY MSU

inches per year downhill. Skiers
know it as an open slope that
holds reliably good snow.

The Lone Peak Stone Glacier,
which sits at around 9,500 feet,
became the unlikely starting
line for the current race to claim
a spot in the rapidly develop-
ing industry of autonomous
trucking.

Glacial to highway speeds

“From day one, our goal was
to develop lidar for autonomous
vehicles. We were on a mission
to create the safest, most ad-
vanced, and most cost-effective
lidar for vehicles in the indus-
try,” Berg told the Montana
Frontier Institute in an October
interview.

BY DAVID MADISON |

Since then, the photonics

tools like lidar — continues to
boom in Bozeman, said Jason
Yager, executive director of the
industry group Montana Pho-
tonics and Quantum Alliance.

Yager explained how lidar
developed in Bozeman went
from tracking infamously
slow glaciers to navigating

SELF-DRIVING TRUCKS continued on A2
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Big Sky Chamber looks back on past year,
offers future events

Brad Niva, CEO of the Big Sky
Chamber of Commerce, recently
posted an end of the year message,
expressing gratitude for the
community's accomplishments
over the past year. Celebrating
over 40 years of service, he said
the Chamber continues to focus
on advocating for local businesses
and driving meaningful change.

Key achievements this year
include the establishment of
Leadership Big Sky, the Big
Sky Futures program at Lone
Peak High School, a seasonal
workforce initiative, and the Big
Sky Health Plan, which saves
businesses on premiums. The
Chamber also partnered with the
Big Sky Resort Area District to

create a database that “highlights
Big Sky’s economic impact on
the region and state, as well as
valuable metrics like the cost of
living and lodging data.”
Looking ahead, the Chamber
noted several events planned for
January, including the New Year
Networking Mixer on Jan. 15, the

Leadership Big Sky Orientation
on Jan. 22, and the Monthly
Business Roundtable on Jan. 30.

Also notable: the next Big Sky
Resort Area District meeting is
scheduled for Jan. 9 at 9 a.m. in
the Community Room at the Big
Sky Chapel (510 Little Coyote
Road) and virtually.
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Hearing set to discuss
~ petitions to withdraw
~ properties from the

Silvertip Subdivision
from the Madison

Jan. 13, 2025
at 10 a.m.
the Madison

The number of property owners

Lidar technology used to track the glacial pace of a stone glacier — a dense mix of stone and ice — at the base of in the Silvertip Subdivision and

: eligible signatures on the petition
¢ is still being calculated according
¢ to Paula McKenzie, Madison

i County Clerk & Recorder/Elec-
industry — which develops laser :

Valley Hospital District

: By Cori Koenig
: editor@madisoniannews.com

On

i County Board of Commissioners
: (MCBC) will conduct a hear-
: ing to discuss the Petitions to
: Withdraw Properties from the
¢ Silvertip Subdivision, $24, T06S,
¢ RO2E from the Madison Valley
: Hospital District. The hearing
¢ will take place at the Virginia
. City Community Center, 119

| © W Idaho St, Virginia City. Any
. interested person may appear at
R : the hearing to present comment
¢ on the petitions.

tion Administrator.

Montana Code Annotated 2023
states, “7-34-2156. Withdrawal
of land from hospital district. (1)
Any portion of a public hospital
district may be withdrawn there-
from, as provided in 7-34-2156
through 7-34-2160, upon receipt
of a petition signed by 51% or
more of the taxpayers residing
in and owning property within
the area desired to be withdrawn
from any public hospital district,
on the grounds that such area
will not be benefited by remain-
ing in said district.

(2) No petition for withdrawal
shall be entertained or acted
upon by the board unless the
same is filed before December 31
of the preceding year.”

In the past, stakeholders in the
Big Sky community have cited
a growing challenge in meet-

SILVERTIP continued on A3

Former Montana Heritage

commissioner charged
with embezzlement and

money laundering

DIVERTED FUNDS ALLEGEDLY PAID FOR
RENT, FISHING TRIP AND A TATTOO

BRIEFS continued on A2

By DAVID MADISON

news@madisoniannews.com

artifacts at the Lee C. McFarland
Curatorial Center, the largest
facility of its kind in Montana.

}ée Moqtapa Hﬁil?ge MHC actively promotes cultural
d OmISS: gn ( i{ . heritage tourism, and that helps

oes significant work in support the local Madison Coun-
Madison County.

MHC plays a vital role in pre-

. serving the historic resources in

. Virginia City and Nevada City.

¢ It’s responsible for managing

: approximately 248 historic build-
: ings and 160 acres of land, ensur-
¢ ing that the rich history of these

i communities is maintained for

¢ future generations. This includes
: curating more than a million

AN EFFORT IS UNDERWAY TO REDIRECT PROPERTY TAX DOLLARS TO BENEFIT ONLY BIG SKY

... We Need Your Support

Services + SUPPORTMADISONVALLEY.COM

ty economy.

Former MHC Executive Direc-
tor Michael Elijah Allen stood at
the center of this work from 2012
to 2024. Then in May, 2024, Allen
resigned.

According to a criminal com-
plaint filed by Lewis and Clark
County, Allen allegedly deployed
a variety of tactics to embezzle

CHARGES continued on A7
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SELF-DRIVING TRUCKS from A1

Aurora is developing self-driving truck technology in Bozeman. IMAGE COURTESY AURORA

80,000-pound trucks traveling
at highway speeds.

“The technology is the same,
however, the application is
very different,” Yager told The
Madisonian. The lidar — which
stands for Light Detection And
Ranging — uses laser pulses to
detect objects and measure dis-
tances with incredible sensitivi-
ty and resolution.

“At 100 meters, they can show
you perfect resolution of a hu-
man hair,” said Yager.

Self-driving trucks are on the
road

When Aurora sought to
expand its footprint in the
self-driving trucking industry in
2019, it purchased Blackmore.

“Less than a year later, with
Blackmore’s expertise in lidar
architecture and digital signal
processing, Aurora launched
the first generation of FirstLight
Lidar — its proprietary lidar
sensor that can detect objects
at more than 450 meters away,
unlocking highway driving
capabilities for autonomous
trucks,” according to an Aurora
press release.

Aurora hosted a ribbon-cutting
ceremony in Bozeman on Dec.
12, which was attended by state
elected officials, regulators and
community leaders. Attendees
roamed the lab space and testing
facilities, with groups like the
Montana Photonics and Quan-
tum Alliance touting all the new
“advanced manufacturing and
computing jobs” in Montana.

“From early on, we knew
Montana’s photonics leadership
would be invaluable for bring-
ing safe, scalable self-driving
technology to the world,” said
Chris Urmson, co-founder
and CEO at Aurora, in a press
release. “Our new Bozeman
office deepens our commitment
to the region and strengthens
our ability to expand our fleet of
autonomous trucks.”

In a statement sent to The
Madisonian by an Aurora
spokesperson, the company
stated, “Tech innovation in
Montana is driving the U.S.
autonomous trucking industry
forward. Aurora’s driverless
trucks are equipped with lidar
that is designed and built in
Bozeman. We expect to launch
our driverless trucks in Texas in
April 2025

The statement added, “Aurora
currently hauls goods daily on
public roads in Texas for pilot
customers such as FedEx. Today,
our trucks operate autono-
mously with vehicle operators
onboard as backup.”

A bobsled course for semis

As the 2025 Montana legisla-
tive session cranks up in Helena,
the laws governing self-driving
vehicles are on the agenda.
Senate Bill 67 was prefiled for
the 2025 legislative session to
"provide for the use of autono-
mous vehicles.”

The current draft of SB 67 “rec-
ognizes that this state may have
more challenging and variable
driving conditions than other
states.”

Take Gallatin Canyon be-

1

T

Just another day navigating Gallatin Canyon between Bozeman and Big Sky Montana. PHOTO COURTESY
GALLATIN CANYON ROAD CONDITIONS FACEBOOK GROUP

tween Bozeman and Big Sky.

It’s 30-something miles of

dark, icy and sometimes scary
driving conditions, according to
countless social media posts and
Facebook groups like Gallatin
Canyon Road Conditions.

On Monday, this group posted
warnings about a plow going
into a ditch and a tree falling
into one lane of U.S. Highway
191.

Back in December, 2023, 13
bison were struck and killed by
a semi and two passenger ve-
hicles traveling along Highway
191 south of Big Sky near West
Yellowstone.

Unlike many mammals, bison
do not produce a tapetum lu-
cidum, which is the specialized
reflective surface found in many
animals' eyes that allows light
to be reflected back through the
retina. So when bison amble
onto the road, the headlights of
oncoming vehicles don’t reflect
back from a distance and alert
oncoming drivers.

Lidar, however, can detect and
produce a high-resolution image
of a bison’s eyelash from 100
meters away.

In the aftermath of 13 bison
dying, chatter on social media
singled out this tragic traffic in-
cident as proof that self-driving
vehicles are impractical.

Dr. Joseph Shaw, director of
the Optical Technology Center
at Montana State University,
disagrees with that notion. He
said a combination of sensors
using cameras, radar and lidar,
could pick out a herd of bison on
the highway at night.

“I feel like autonomous vehicles
have a huge advantage at night,”
said Shaw. “They have a large
advantage in safety during
adverse weather, too. I say ‘large’
instead of ‘huge’ simply because
lidar is also optical. So it suffers
from fog and snow and rain.”

“It’s just that, it’s better than
your eyes,” added Shaw. “I
would rather have a lidar driv-
ing my car in a snowstorm than
my eyes and my headlights.”

Will autonomous, li-
dar-equipped semis soon start
making deliveries to Big Sky
Resort, just downhill from the
Lone Peak Stone Glacier, where
the Bozeman lidar industry got

“Aurora currently hauls goods daily on public roads in Texas for pilot
customers such as FedEx. Today, our trucks operate autonomously with
vehicle operators onboard as backup,” according to a Dec. 12 press release.
IMAGE COURTESY AURORA
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Aurora’s headquarters in Bozeman. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

its start? But Shaw said, “That’s coming.
We're not quite there yet. And
companies like Aurora are right

on that forefront.”

Shaw and a spokesperson for
Aurora did not offer specific
predictions about when driv-
erless semis will navigate the
curves of Gallatin Canyon.

The Madisonian.

Your partner in community. 406-682-7755
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BY DAVID MADISON | NEWS@MADISONIANNEWS.COM

Virginia City gets wastewater grant

The Montana Department of
Commerce announced that 21
Montana cities, towns, counties
and water and sewer districts will
share nearly $800,000 of grant
funding to help communities plan
infrastructure projects that will
construct or upgrade drinking
water, wastewater and stormwater
systems. The funding is through
Commerce’s Montana Coal
Endowment Program.

“MCEP planning grants help
communities prepare for
critical infrastructure system
improvements so residents
can count on good quality
drinking water and reliable

wastewater services,” said Paul
Green, director of the Montana
Department of Commerce.

The MCEP program is designed
to help address the affordability
of local infrastructure projects by
providing grants to lower the cost
of constructing public facilities.

Among the grant recipients is
VC, which will receive $40,000
to complete a wastewater
preliminary engineering report.

Virginia City Mayor Justin
Gatewood, “Being awarded the
Dept. of Commerce grant is
great news for VC! It will fund
a total review and engineering
report of the Town wastewater

system, identify improvements
that we should make to our
infrastructure, and give us a sense
of the capital needed to make
those improvements.”

Gatewood added, “The Town
received this same grant and
went through a similar process
for our water system in 2017 and
that final deliverable turned into
a 1.2 million in zero-match grant
money that we used to massively
improve our water distribution
and fire safety infrastructures
over the last two years. We
anticipate being able to leverage
this wastewater system report in
the same manner.”

Waterloo area structure fire

On Dec. 30, at approximately
6:24 a.m, the Madison County
Communications Center received
areport of a kitchen fire in the
Waterloo area of Whitehall. On
arrival, crews found a fully
engulfed structure fire. The single

occupant and pets evacuated the
home safely. The fire is under
investigation by the Fire Warden.
There were no injuries reported.

Madison County Emergency
Management thanks Whitehall

Volunteer Fire, Twin Bridges
Volunteer Fire, Sheridan
Volunteer Fire, Madison County
Sheriff's Office, and Jefferson

Valley EMS for the quick response.

Call to animal-loving local artists

Beaverhead Animal Shelter is
looking for a talented artist to
help us bring our front office to
life. We have a wall in our lobby
that we would love to adorn with
our logo. This project will help
us create a warm, welcoming
environment for all who visit.

We are respectfully requesting
this service be donated to support
our mission of caring for and
rehoming animals in need. Your
contribution will make a lasting
impact, not just on our space
but also on the lives of countless
animals and the people who come

to adopt them.

If you're interested in donating
your skills and would like more
information, please reach out:
(406) 683-8119.

Power rate increase rejected

The Montana Public Service
Commission (PSC) voted 3-1 to
deny NorthWestern Energy's
request for a $42.4 million
increase in electric rates, which
the utility sought during the
ongoing review of its overall
rate case. This decision was
made during the Commission's
regular business meeting on Jan.
3 following a previous ruling in
late November that approved a
7.2% decrease in electric rates for

NorthWestern's customers.

Outgoing Commission President
James Brown emphasized the
PSC's role in balancing the
interests of utility shareholders
and Montana ratepayers. He
stated that denying the rate
increase during the winter
months was a fulfillment of the
Commission's duty, noting that
NorthWestern's financial health is
not at risk with the interim rates
already approved in November.

NorthWestern Energy argued
that the approved interim rates
were "confiscatory” and hindered
the company’s ability to maintain
financial integrity and attract
capital. However, the Commission
highlighted that NorthWestern
has consistently increased
dividends to shareholders since
2004, indicating a stable financial
position, and mentioned that a
recent Wall Street analysis rated
the company’s stock as a "buy."

SILVERTIP from A1

ing the healthcare needs of the
expanding population as well

as geographic challenges. “One
of the most significant needs we
face as a community is accessible,
affordable, broad, and equitable
healthcare,” states the Big Sky
Wellness Coalition website.

“The latest petition was submit-
ted by the property owners of the
Silvertip subdivision in Moon-
light Basin. This raises broader
concerns that essential services
like hospitals, schools and librar-
ies could all face similar threats
in the future. Although it is un-
clear what properties are impli-
cated by the petition, most of the
property owners in this subdivi-
sion appear to be non-residents
from out of state. If permitted by
the Commissioners, this dynam-
ic would allow a small number
of individuals to decide the fate
of significant dollars in property
taxes, while reducing taxes paid

by out of state property owners,
and potentially undermining the
stability of critical community
services,” said Allen Rohrback,
CEO of Madison Valley Medical
Center.

Both Madison Valley and Big
Sky areas continue facing growth
and higher needs for essential
services, such as healthcare. In
response, both communities have
launched websites to educate
stakeholders on the issues. Find
information provided by the Big
Sky Wellness Coalition at: well-
nesscoalitionbigsky.com.

“We have launched the “Sup-
port Madison Valley” campaign
to protect Madison County’s
healthcare and public services.
The new campaign was launched
to oppose an effort that would
divert millions in property tax
dollars away from Madison
County to benefit only Big Sky.
The “Support Madison Val-

CHECK US OUT ON

SOCIAL MEDIA!

ley” campaign aims to educate
residents about the implications
of this initiative and to mobilize
support to preserve the hospi-

tal district that has served this
region for over 70 years. To see
how you can help, go to www.
supportmadisonvalley.com,” said
Rohrback.

In related news, a hearing
concerning the Aug. 6 lawsuit
which stemmed from a Jan. 18,
2024 hearing, regarding a petition
to withdraw all Madison County
properties within the Big Sky
Resort Area District from the
Madison Valley Hospital District
was held in Virginia City on
Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. There is
no ruling from the district court
judge regarding how to interpret
a signature gathering process
required for exiting a hospital
district at the time of this writing.
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RUBY RIVER

CONDITIONS

January 8, 2025

Submitted by DAVE DELISI
dave@rubyhabitat.org

he weather has been
a bit squirrelly this
past week, with snow
adding depth just
about everywhere. Most people
rejoice at this news because
of the connectivity between
winter and summer—snow
now bodes well for summer
on more than one facet. The
temperatures have remained
fairly mild, so animals don’t
seem to mind, but mornings
have been cold. It’s interesting
walking in the area around

the river because the colder
temperatures seem to lock scent
in place: where fall is redolent
with damp, earthy and moldy
scents, a recent walk revealed
only that clean scent one detects
in both line-dried laundry and
snow. The river remains open
and inviting to fishermen, but
the sporting pendulum has
swung toward duck hunting
lately, a considerably noisier
pursuit. Reservoirs and ponds
have been building their cap

of ice and, were it not for the
open and flowing river, this
would probably tick the ducks
off enough to keep flying south.

We have spotted goldeneyes,
mergansers, mallards and a
few other duck species better
known to those folks who
consider them good table fare.
A few icy peninsulas into the
river give songbirds a safe spot
to get a drink while snacking
on the occasional midge that
floats on by, not too dissimilar
from folks grabbing a quick
beer and a handful of pretzels at
the local watering hole. Winter
has arrived. Go outside and
enjoy it before we bump into
our fairly predictable sub-zero
temperatures in the next few
weeks!

g

Snow ﬁnﬁlly pﬁshing grasses down for their winter nap. PHOTO COURTESY RUBY HABITAT
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Submitted by ANASTASIA MATHEISON

he Governor’s Office of Community
Service (GOCS) has announced it

is accepting nominations for the
annual ServeMontana Awards.

In partnership with Montana’s Credit
Unions, these awards recognize Montana
citizens who embody a strong commitment
to others through community volunteerism,
exhibit leadership through serving, and
impact change outside of paid employment.
The public is encouraged to nominate
individuals and service groups of all ages and
backgrounds across Montana. All service
must be performed in Montana and by
Montanans. Nominations are due March 31st,

2025.

“The Governor’s Office of Community
Service encourages citizen nominations
of outstanding community volunteers
from across our great state” said Sarah R.
Sadowski, Director of GOCS. “Montana’s
citizens who volunteer make meaningful
impacts in our communities every day.
We are excited to see what this year’s

nominations will bring!”

Ideal nominees are individuals of all

ages and groups who:

« Impact change in others’ lives through

volunteerism

« Demonstrate a strong commitment to

serving their community

others

plizsjeasy toymakelalbuck
M AG R I S t a | (ORI slajlot tougher toymakela
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SPOTLIGHT

[a
THE MONTANA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF COMMUNITY
SERVICE PRESENTS OPPORTUNITY TO RECOGNIZE
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERISM

ServeMontana Awards now open for nominations

« Engage in service that significantly benefits

o Exhibit leadership through service
o Represent determination and perseverance

o Is an AmeriCorps Alum (State & National,
VISTA, and NCCC)

o Are serving with AmeriCorps Seniors
(Foster Grandparents, Retired Senior
Volunteer Program, Senior Companions)

Group nominee categories include:

o Group Service Award (nonprofit, faith-
based, general): A team of people who
positively impact their community through
meaningful volunteer service.

« Business Service Award (small, mid-size,
large, entrepreneur/ partnership, enterprise/
corporation): A business that has made an
impact through community volunteerism
or has a record of supporting volunteerism
through policies and practices.

To learn more or submit a nomination,
visit serve.mt.gov or go to https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/2025SMA. Selected
awardees will be notified in May and honored
at a ceremony in June.

The Governor’s Office of Community Service
expands and promotes national service
and community volunteerism in Montana
and engages citizens in service. For more
information, visit serve.mt.gov.

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY.

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR
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Raymond (Ray) Lee Glasser,
73, passed away on Dec. 26,
2024, in Fort Worth, Texas.

Ray was born May 21, 1951 in

OBITUARIES

Raymond (Ray) Lee Glasser
May 21, 1951 - December 26, 2024

Sheridan, Mont., the son of Ray-
mond (Bud) Nelson Glasser and
Bonita (Bonny) Joy Gemmell.

Ray graduated from Sheridan
High School in 1969, then went
on to Dawson Community
College, where he met his first
wife and the mother of his two
daughters, Rayna Dawn Glasser
and Renee Diane Glasser.

Ray worked as a surveyor and
traveled all over the world. He
settled in Aztec, New Mexico
and worked for BHP Billiton
San Juan underground coal
mine. He retired from BHP
Billiton in June of 2015.

Ray met his late wife, Julie
Marie Lupps in Aztec and they

married in Las Vegas in 2006.
Ray enjoyed Julie’s cooking,
home improvement projects
and working in the yard. They
enjoyed visiting their children
and grandchildren.

Some of Ray’s favorite mo-
ments were any time he got to
spend with his girls and his
grandson, Garry. He loved the
Denver Broncos, working in his
yard, trips to the mountains,
and “beer thirty” with his
neighbor, Paul. Although his fa-
vorite Holiday saying was, “bah
humbug,” he loved spending
Christmas with his daughters
and grandson.

Remaining to cherish Ray’s
memory are daughters, Rayna

Glasser of Fort Worth, Texas
and Renee Glasser of Howe,
Texas; grandson, Garry Ander-
son, Jr. of Fort Worth, Texas;
and sister, Linda Hamilton of
Sheridan, Mont.

He was preceded in death by
spouse, Julie Glasser; parents,
Bud and Bonny Glasser; and
sister, Gail Glasser.

Funeral/Memorial services will
be held Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025
at 11 a.m. at Bethel Methodist
Church in Sheridan, Mont.
Interment of Ashes will be in
a location to be determined
dependent on the weather con-
ditions.

Ask our legislators to work across the aisle to
accomplish good outcomes, not costly nonsense

Dear Editor,

Montanans have spoken, as they
have in the last four years, by
returning their legislature

to a Republican majority. They
must be okay with this. However,
their GOP electors cannot escape
responsibility for the overwhelm-
ing property tax burden they gave
to most of us all the while sailing

through a $2.5 billion budget
surplus by giving tax breaks to
the wealthy and corporations.
Their elected representatives
barely passed Medicaid legisla-
tion and it could be at risk again
for Montana's neediest citizens
and children.

This session the biggest GOP
ballyhoo is their continued
assault on the constitutional

authority of our Montana Judicia-
ry. The GOP right have in draft
some two dozen bills attempting
to change, or bend, the courts to
their own personal or political
ideas. Smarting that many of
their 2023 laws against the courts
were ruled unconstitutional,

they are back, lacking even more
understanding of the separation
of powers in our Constitution.

Montanans may vote Republican
but should not accept this igno-
rant waste of time by a group of
legislators who should be study-
ing Civics 101. We all must ask
all our legislators to work across
the aisle to accomplish good out-
comes, not costly nonsense.

Pat Bradley
Twin Bridges

Christmas blessings and thank you

Dear Editor,

It’s Christmas Day, not a bad
time to reflect on one’s blessings,
reflect on one’s friends, and so
many wonderful people who we
come in contact with every day.

Last week I had an incident
which eventually required the
help of Madison Valley Emer-
gency Services, I was bleeding

We called 911. The operator was
cool, calming and got all the in-
formation the EMT’s would need
by the time they would arrive, in-
cluding where in the house I was
and all doors open to my location.
The 911 operator stayed on the
line until the EMTs took over.

There were six to seven EMTs
with the ambulance in under 10

tion by helicopter to Bozeman
Deaconess and took me to Madi-
son Valley Medical Center where
three doctors joined my support
team.

When I arrived at Deaconess,
more nurses, doctors and a vas-
cular surgeon were waiting. [ was
treated, assigned a room, nurses
and informed of my treatment, all

Christmas blessings and thank
you to all who helped us in our
time of need. We here are blessed
to have so many trained profes-
sionals and friends to help us
in our time of need. Thanks to
members of the Madison Valley
Presbyterian Church who came
after we left for Deaconess and
cleaned up all the blood.

minutes. They stabilized me, got
all the information and made the

were professional and upbeat. Happy holidays and thank you,
George and Lucy Ennis

Ennis, MT

uncontrollably from my right

advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to decide on placement Kl
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and content acceptability. By the next p.m., I was home.
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decision for speedy transporta-

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The Madisonian does
not endorse the viewpoints or
statements of those who submit
letters to the editor.

Please do your own research
and check your facts.

Pl S BT

BUYING OR BUILDING
~A'NEW:HOME? «
CONGRATULATIONS!

HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?

Be sure to locate and record the
location of your septic system especially
the lids to your tank.

Septic systems need regular maintenance.

We’re here for you when it’s time to have
your tank serviced or have any questions.

Call us at 406-683-2063

Thank you for your business all the
great people in Madison County!

Klasen. Septic

In response to “Whisky is for drinking, water is

Dear Editor,

We are writing this letter in
response to The Madisonian ar-
ticle December 19, 2024 "Mon-
tana Supreme Court rules in
"Whisky is for drinking, water
is for fighting” written by David
Madison. This article was filled
with inaccuracies, innuendos
and only partial truths.

Indian Creek water rights
are currently administered
according to the 1905 District
Court Case Hill Vs. Ellinghouse
(DV-1903-74) While a tempo-
rary preliminary decree has
been issued for Indian Creek
a final adjudication of water
right claims is scheduled for the
future. In 1979 the Montana
Supreme Court issued a Water
Rights Order requiring all per-
sons claiming existing pre-1973
water rights to file their claims
with the DNRC by April 30,
1982. These rights have not been
fully adjudicated.

The Montana legislature in
2013 passed HB 110 which
allowed one to file for "exempt
rights” - those claims for live-
stock and domestic use from
instream flows or groundwater
sources which were previously
exempt from the earlier require-
ment to file a claim. As stated
in the NRC publication Water
Rights in Montana February
2018, "the filing process includes
filing fees, public notification,
and objections from other
potentially affected water rights
holders". We understand there
were thousands and thou-
sands of these claims filed with
DNRC. These claims are not
yet adjudicated and are not yet
"rights".

In 2019 William Fraser filed
a stockwater claim for his 34
acres pursuant to HB110. He
claimed a June 11, 1864 priority
date which would have been the
earliest right on Indian Creek.

for fighting”

He claimed this date based
upon an 1869 patent deed for
the original 320 acre property
from which his 34 acres was
subsequently divided. Other
potentially affected water rights
holders were not notified of Fra-
ser's claim. In 2021 Fraser filed a
lawsuit in District Court against
the water commissioner, Del
Bieroth, to curtail water diver-
sions to upstream junior water
users and to deliver his stock-
water to him. Bradley Livestock
LC, an upstream user, moved

to dismiss the complaint and
the long and costly legal process
began. The case was certified
from the District Court to the
Water Court (DCERT-0004-
WC-2021) and a decision finally
reached on July 26, 2023. Fraser
was not given his 1864 priority
date but was awarded an April
20, 1866 date. There are 12
other rights senior to his right,
including ours, Bradley's and
several other ranches. Further-
more, the Water Court decision
restricts his call for water to
prior to July 15th each year and
acknowledges "the weight of the
evidence confirms the District
Court's finding (in 1905 Hill

vs. Ellinghouse) that surface
flows from Indian Creek do not
consistently reach the Fraser
property in periods of the year
other than high water.

As mentioned previously, there
are 12 other rights senior to his
claim. Most of them are irriga-
tion rights with stated flow rates
of CFS. Fraser's claim is based
upon the number of livestock he
has at the rate of 30 gallons per
day per Animal Unit Month,
which is a miniscule amount of
water. It does not have a stated
flow rate. It is interesting to note
that your article focused on the
fisheries, since Fraser cannot
bring a claim for water for fish,
only for livestock. Is it "justice"
that a claim for stockwater filed
only 5 years ago could take

priority over adjudicated water
rights that have been in place
for almost 150 years?

This issue will only be resolved
when the upcoming adjudi-
cation is complete. All Indian
Creek users will have the right
to object to claims for water.
However, due to the backlog in
the Water Court, that process
could be several years down
the road. In the meantime, the
Water Court appointed a Water
Master of the Water Court to
oversee issues on water distribu-
tion on Indian Creek. Our com-
missioner, Del Bieroth, has been
in constant communication
with the Water Master and re-
ceived orders on how to proceed
when issues have arisen. Mr.
Bieroth has been diligent and
fair in following these court rul-
ings under the direction of the
Water Master. We appreciate
his dedication to the rule of law
in the face of what is continued
questioning of his actions to
follow the legal decision made
by the highest court. He should
not be subjected to harassment
for clearly following the law.

We have found Mr. Bieroth to
be an individual of the highest
honor and integrity. For over

23 years, he has monitored and
recorded Indian Creek water
usage and provided his record
to the Court and the water
users. He has been a dedicated
community member, serving

as a volunteer on the Ruby
Valley Ambulance, the Madison
County Planning Board, and
many other organizations and is
highly respected in our commu-
nity. The comments by Fraser,
his attorney Mr. Coppes and the
innuendos in your article could
be construed as defamation of
his character.

The Madisonian's article
presents only Fraser's point
of view, that of his attorney
Mr. Coppes, and that taken by

Trout Unlimited, who helped to
finance his legal actions. Their
ultimate goal is not to provide
stockwater for Mr. Fraser's
livestock, but as stated in the
article "more flow down Indian
Creek means more water for the
entire Jefferson River drainage."
The article did not address
those rights of the "upstream
neighbors”. We purchased our
ranch in 2006 from the Schulz
Angus Ranch relying upon the
certified water rights that, until
now, have not been in question.
We rely upon those rights to
raise our cattle, sheep, and the
hay and pasture that feed them.
Our neighbors do the same. We
are small ranchers, but we are
committed to this way of life
and want to see our children
and grandchildren continue to
be involved in agriculture. Mr.
Fraser's assertions, if successful,
would devalue our property
and prevent us from continuing
with our agricultural heritage.

We encourage Mr. Fraser and
others to try to work to find
common ground and solutions
rather than promote these in-
flammatory articles which only
serve to make matters worse.
Are there other alternatives
instead of costly and lengthy
legal actions which only serve to
divide our community? Perhaps
the legislature, who created this
problem with HB110, should
amend it to provide a solution?
Perhaps there are conservation
grants that could be obtained
to increase the efficiency of
water on Indian Creek? Perhaps
Trout Unlimited would like to
cooperate in finding resources
to alleviate the issue? All of
us could benefit by working
together to find solutions.

Respectfully,

Cal and Julie Ward
Clover Meadows LLC
Sheridan, MT
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THE STATISTICS ARE COMING!

ANNUALLY KEPT SINCE 1997

Watch for a letter in your mailbox that will give you

information specific to where you own. If you own

several properties then you will get more than one
letter - again, each specific to where you own.

If you want to know the value of YOUR property
@s the letters give you general averages) then please
call us for a FREE Market Analysis. If you are
considering selling then we would love to help you
and show you our 2025 marketing strategy! We
provide local expertise, we are members of all two
major Multiple Listing Services in Montana and
Keller Williams provides National exposure.

CALL US FOR DETAILS!

MONTANA (24 OUTDOOR
PROPERTY GROUP

LER WILLIAMS

REALTY

l(W ’ KEI

Dot Merrill Melinda Merrill Chad Davis  Jason & Joszie
BROKER BROKER SALES AGENT Driear
406.570.9067 406.596.4288 406.579.4270 REALTOR/BROKER
DotRealEstateMT MelindaRealEstateMT 406RealEstate@gmail.com m
@gmail.com @gmail.com 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE Driears@gmail.com

29 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Keeping stats and market
trends since 1997
-Contrary to Ennis rumor...
LOL NOT retiring!!

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Ranch Experience
-Internet Marketing

-Web-site Marketing
-Drone & Professional
Photography

-4th generation
Montana Native
-Show anytime - anywhere
-Social media marketing

26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-4th generation Montanan
-Live and breath Montana

105 E MAIN STREET ¢ ENNIS, MT

We are independent real estate agents licensed in the State of Montana representing Montana Outdoor Property Group of Keller Williams Realty. [E @

Great Services Under One Roof!

N TS

HIGH R
Residential & Cammemal&aamlm Rain Eul‘.lers
CONSTRUCTION

INSULATION
Locally Owned & Operated

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!

406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2 - Ennis, Mt 59729

Pel o Te \\Je
g ¥ - ... Pecause. s time 1o meek your, maich

Hello? Hellooooo? Is anyone there? I need someone to talk to and to love
and play with, just haven’t found the right purrson yet. I like to play,
sing (well purr), be stroked (oh yeah! I really like to be stroked
revs my engine right up!) and well, let’s just say I
like lots of interaction with you. I'm an indoor young
lady and like to be close to the one I choose. Please
call Misty at (406)439-1408, then come and meet
me, love me, and adopt me. GOD will bless
you if you do and so will I. -Longingly, Sally

\

Y i N
VESSEY PROPERTIES
7’
PurdWest

KRISTIE VESSEY
BROKER - Licensed in MT & ID

406.580.1842

S| vesseyrealestate@gmail.com SAX:}:“"—'

You can
donate to them also
as it helps feed us and
take care of us medically.
You can see us on Adopt-
A-Pet, PetFinder,
RescueMe.org and
Facebook

CHRISTIE'S

MADISONCOUNTY

DISPATCH

IN AREAS WITH LOW CELL SERVICE, A TEXT MESSAGE
MAY BE SENT TO 911 IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

DECEMBER 29

¢ In Sheridan, a domestic
violence incident was
reported along with
threats made, and
multiple livestock
complaints were noted.

* Traffic stops were
conducted in McAllister.

* An ambulance call was
made in Ennis, and a
warrant service occurred.

* Silver Star saw a report
of domestic violence.

¢ A theft incident was
noted in Harrison.

e Cameron experienced
a motor vehicle slide-off
and targeted patrols.

* Big Sky reported a 911
open line.

* Multiple traffic stops took
place in Twin Bridges.

¢ Two livestock complaints
were reported in Alder.

DECEMBER 30

* A suspicious vehicle
was reported in Sheridan,
along with several civil
service calls.

 Civil service incidents
occurred in McAllister.

* Ennis had an ambulance
patient and several civil
service requests.

* Civil service calls were
also reported in Silver
Star.

¢ A fire or smoke incident
was noted in Harrison.

* Cameron experienced
another motor vehicle
slide-off.

* Big Sky reported a
fire alarm and a motor
vehicle accident.

* Numerous traffic stops
were conducted in Twin
Bridges.

* Civil service requests
were made in Virginia
City.

DECEMBER 31

* Civil service requests
filled the day in Sheridan,
alongside a targeted
patrol.

* An ambulance

patient was reported

in McAllister, and
harassment was noted.

¢ Ennis dealt with civil
service incidents and a
motor vehicle accident.

* Civil service calls were
made in Silver Star.

* A dog complaint was
reported from Harrison.

e Suspicious incidents
were noted in Big Sky.

* Twin Bridges had
several traffic stops and
an abandoned vehicle
reported.

¢ A motor vehicle slide-off
occurred in Cameron.

JANUARY 1

* A theft was reported
in Sheridan, along with

multiple civil service calls.

* In McAllister, a duplicate
call was noted.

* An ambulance patient
was reported in Ennis.

¢ Vandalism and an
assault incident were
recorded in Big Sky.

* Traffic complaints were
noted in Twin Bridges.

¢ A civil service incident
occurred in Virginia City.
* An attempt to locate was
initiated in Norris.

JANUARY 2

* Civil service requests
were made in Sheridan,
with targeted patrols also
conducted.

* An ambulance patient
was reported in Ennis,
along with a traffic stop.

* Big Sky experienced
an ambulance medical
incident and a fire or
smoke report.

* Numerous traffic stops
were conducted in Twin
Bridges.

* Civil service calls filled
the day in Virginia City.

JANUARY 3

* A suspicious person
was reported in Sheridan,
while targeted patrols
were ongoing.

* Big SKky experienced a
scam crime, along with
several 911 hang-ups.

* Suicide threats were
reported in Ennis, and a
traffic stop occurred.

* Multiple traffic stops
took place in Twin
Bridges, alongside a dog
complaint.

e Cameron dealt with
another motor vehicle
slide-off.

JANUARY 4

* Civil service calls were
reported in Sheridan,
along with parking
complaints.

* An ambulance medical
incident was noted in
Ennis.

* A motor vehicle slide-off
occurred in Big Sky.

* Traffic stops were
frequent in Twin Bridges.

* A motor vehicle accident
was reported in Norris.

* A welfare check was
requested in Seattle.

Pure Window Cleaning

Your Local Window Cleaning Source

Michelle Boatwright
406-660-0421
701 Bauer Ln.

Ennis MT 59729

Ennispurewindowcleaning@gmail.com

406-660-0421

Free Quotes

Residential

Commercial
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Come Be Part
of The INN Crowd!

An 8-log cabin property located 1/4 mile
outside of Ennis, MT on MT Hwy 287.

E nn iS , M T We are OPEN year-round for ALL Travelers!

Unwind in our comfortable and clean private Cabins. Each Cabin is outfitted
with all of the conveniences of home, including a fully equipped kitchenette,
DISH TV with Fast & Secure WIFI! Each Cabin has a separate bathroom and A/C!

A TRIP ADVISOR 5 BUBBLE RATED LODGE!

TO SECURE A RESERVATION

www.luremeinn.com OR 406.682.7100
Welcome Home!
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SPORTS

Lady Mustangs best hoops
team in county so far

SHERIDAN AND TWIN BOYS ALSO

PUTTING UP WINS

e — ey

More than $1 million in scholarships

available for Montana students

© Submitted by REBECCA
: CONNORS, MCF

More than $1 million in

_,.1 scholarships are available

B for Montana students via

The Twin Bridges Falcons slipped past West Yellowstone with a 50-48 away victory on Jan. 3. PHOTO
COURTESY STEVE JANZEN

14
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The Lady Falcons on defense against West Yellowstone on Jan. 3. PHOTO COURTESY KARI MONTGOMERY

By DAVID MADISON
news@madisoniannews.com

The Ennis Lady Mustangs are
5-1 and coming off back-to-back
wins where they put up more
than 60 points. Shields Valley
comes to Ennis on Jan. 10, and
then it’s a couple of road tests at
Jefferson and Townsend.

The Ennis boys are 1-5, with
early season losses to West Yel-
lowstone, Choteau, Shepard and
Three Forks. The Mustangs then
beat Whitehall on Dec. 20, with

INTERESTED IN
SPONSORING THE

MADISON VALLEY
SPORTS COVERAGE?

EMAIL CONNECT@
MADISONIANNEWS.COM

OR CALL
406.682.7755 EXT. 2

SPORTS GOVERAGE

spensoled by this amazing business:

the team’s holiday break from
play extended when its game
against Manhattan on Jan. 3 was
postponed.

A trip to Big Sky on Jan. 4
brought a 40-47 loss to Lone
Peak. Now it’s time for local fans
to rally and turn out for the Jan.
10 showdown with Sheridan at
home on the new gym floor in
Ennis.

Sheridan boys hoops are 2-2,
with wins over White Sulfur
Springs, Phillipsburg and White-
hall. Then in the Dec. 17 rivalry

match against Twin Bridges, the
Falcons won a close one 69-66.

Next up for Twin Bridges (2-3):
Away games at White Sulfur
Springs and Gardiner, before re-
turning home and facing Shields
Valley.

With a record of 1-4, the Twin
Bridges girls remain off to a chal-
lenging start. They travel to Big
Sky Jan. 9 to play the Lone Peak
Big Horns, which remain winless
at 0-4.

—406sports.com

F N
3 RIVERS

COMMUNICATIONS

GOOD LUCK

TEAMS!

N SN N

A Y :
CVEESCEIOD

406.467.2535 * 800.796.4567 ° 3rivers.net

ACE

Hardware

102 SOUTH MAIN ST. « SHERIDAN, MT

: the Montana Community
: Foundation. Students can
¢ apply for funding between
¢ January 1st and March 31st,

2025. A variety of scholarships
are available for four-year or
two-year colleges, certificate
courses, non-traditional students,
vocational studies, and more. For
more information or to apply,
please visit mtcf.org to take the
scholarship eligibility quiz and
find the right scholarship for you!

2024 was an impressive year

and the statistics highlight the
impact these scholarships have for
Montana students.

« New awards: $1,040,920

« Renewed Awards: $273,400
« Total Awards: $1,314,320

« Students awarded: 207

Big Sky's Darren Johnson Avalanche Education

| Memorial Fund grants nine scholarships totaling

over $20,000 for ski areas across North America

© Submitted by ASHLEE STRONG

The Darren Johnson Avalanche

¢ Education Memorial Fund

: based in Big Sky is pleased to

: announce it is granting nine

: scholarships totaling $20,400 in
: 2024 to support ski patrollers

¢ seeking to access continuing

. education safety courses. The

¢ scholarship fund is named

¢ after Darren Johnson, a Big Sky
¢ local and seasoned Yellowstone

: Club ski patroller who died in

" an avalanche in 2016 while on

duty helping Montana State
University graduate students
collect snowpack data. The fund
was created by Darren’s fellow

ski patrollers and friends and is
managed and administered by
the Yellowstone Club Community
Foundation.

Johnson was a member of the
National Ski Patrol and a beloved
member of the Yellowstone Club
ski patrol for six years.

“Darren was not only a great
colleague, but he was an even
better friend,” said Lance Stratton,
a founding member of the Darren
Johnson Memorial Fund and
ski patroller at the Yellowstone
Club. “His legacy lives on through
these scholarships. Our annual
memorial events in January have

brought light to a dark time for
those who worked the day we lost
Darren to the mountains.”

The continuing education
scholarships are offered to ski
patrollers across the country in
a competitive selection process.
The advanced training, which
is already provided by the
Yellowstone Club to its patrol
team, can be cost-prohibitive for
smaller ski areas, especially ones
that rely on volunteers.

This year, nine scholarships
were granted to patrollers at six
ski areas in the United States
and one in Canada, including
Lost Trail Ski Area in Montana,
Sun Valley in Idaho, Stevens
Pass in Washington, Mammoth
Mountain Ski Area in California,
Red Mountain Resort in British
Columbia, Red River Ski Area in
New Mexico.

The funds are primarily raised
through two events held every
January in Big Sky, including the
Beehive Pint Night, which will
be held on January 16th, and the
Waypoint film screening and
silent auction, which will be held
on January 20th.

"Working at a small, family-
owned ski area like Lost Trail
is an incredible opportunity to

The scholarship fund is named after Darren Johnson, a Big Sky local and seasoned Yellowstone Club ski patroller
. who died in an avalanche in 2016 while on duty helping Montana State University graduate students collect
i snowpack data. PHOTO COURTESY YELLOWSTONE CLUB FOUNDATION

connect and work closely with the
local community,” said Morgan
Throckmorton, a ski patroller at
Lost Trail Ski Area and one of the
nine scholarship recipients. “This
scholarship is helping support
our mountain by providing the
resources for me and others

to strengthen our avalanche
program and education through
professional courses approved

by the American Avalanche
Association. This support ensures
our team has the training
necessary to maintain a safe

and enjoyable environment for
everyone and aligns with industry
best practices.”

Ski patrollers interested
in applying for the 2025
grant cycle may apply here:
https://ycctf.submittable.com/
submit/04cd1c04-459-4ca5-
863d-44c4e2bl13f8b/darren-
johnson-memorial-scholarship

Members of the public may
contribute to the patrollers’
education fund here: https://www.
paypal.com/donate?campaign_
id=JEK4RYC2NX4ZW

The community can learn more
about upcoming Darren Johnson
Memorial Fund community
events on its Instagram account:
@Afirm_Fund.

The Dadisonian.

Call to make a plan today!
Your partner in community. 406-682-7755
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CHARGES from A1

MHC funds and launder the
money through fake invoices

to a shell company, phony work
projects and bogus work trips. He
claimed he was acquiring historic
artifacts when he was pocket-

ing the money, according to the
complaint.

Now Allen faces two counts of
theft by embezzlement and one
count of money laundering. He
was incarcerated in Lewis and
Clark County before posting a
$100,000 bond on Dec. 30. Allen
faces significant prison time.

The Madisonian reached out
to Allen and his attorney Peter
Lacny in Missoula, but did not
hear back from them.

Public dollars for public history

The MHC’s total annual budget
is around $2.2 million, which
the agency uses to maintain and
preserve three important historic
sites in Montana.

The Montana Department of
Commerce oversees the MHC,
and in a Jan. 2 statement to The
Madisonian, its Deputy Director
Mandy Rambo said her depart-
ment, “Takes seriously its obli-
gation to safeguard public funds.
Commerce is committed to
working with law enforcement to
provide any necessary informa-
tion to further the investigation.”

The investigation, in fact,
originated at the Department
of Commerce, when in early
2024, staff first noticed what the
criminal complaint describes as a
“significant budget deficit.” Then
in June, the Department contact-
ed the Helena Police Department,
which assigned Det. Cpl. Nathan
Casey to the case.

Det. Casey followed a money
trail starting back in January
of 2021, when Allen allegedly
began making payments with
MHC funds to a company called
Atomic Business Solutions (ABS),
which according to filings with
the Montana Secretary of State’s
office, provided “business con-
sulting services.”

The criminal complaint now al-
leges Allen used ABS to embezzle
state funds through a series of 19
bogus payments totaling $47,516.

The Commerce Department told
Det. Casey it never executed a
work contract with ABS and that
it was not aware of “any legiti-
mate services” provided by ABS.

Det. Casey’s investigation also
revealed a “kickback scheme,”
according to the complaint,
between Allen and his friend
Casey Steinke, who reportedly
drew a salary and lived for free at
Reeder’s Alley, a quaint collection
of historic buildings in Helena
managed by the MHC.

The complaint alleges that Stein-
ke invoiced for work he never did.
Allen then approved the invoices,
while Steinke followed up by
transferring some of the money
into an Atomic Business Solu-
tions account controlled by Allen.

Then there was the state credit
card Allen was issued to pay
for official business. Det. Casey
found Allen used the card to pay
for personal travel and a fishing
trip arranged through the Tackle
Shop in Ennis.

When questioned about the
fishing trip, Allen allegedly told
Det. Casey that the Tackle Shop
“made a mistake on the receipt”
and that Allen actually bought a
pair of fishing rods for kids to use
in alocal fishing pond.

Allen allegedly said payment
to Madison Valley Property
Management for a condo on Otis
Avenue in Ennis was really for the
cost of a storage unit to be used
by the Heritage Commission.

And then, there’s the tattoo.

Allen said he paid Element
Tattoo in Bozeman to clean and
restore a “Civil War thing.”

When Det. Casey asked about
the “cleaning and restoration
work,” Allen could not remember

the female employee’s name who
did the work.

Det. Casey followed up with
Element Tattoo, and an employee
there produced records showing
Allen paid for and received a
tattoo on May 27, 2022. It cost
$150 for the tattoo and Allen left
a $30 tip.

Afterward, in paperwork
submitted by Allen to the De-
partment of Commerce, Allen
allegedly tried to make the tattoo
payment look like the money
went toward artifact cleaning and
restoration.

“Notably, the invoice submitted
by Allen included a picture of an
artifact. Det. Casey believed Al-
len included a picture of an arti-
fact to justify the $180 purchase,”
alleges the complaint.

Artifacts also figured into
around $14,000 in personal travel
expenses Allen allegedly tried to
pass off as official business. Ac-
cording to the complaint, Allen
insisted the travel costs covered
his legitimate work acquiring
historic artifacts and delivering
them for use by film production
companies.

History organizations targeted

When Montana Gov. Greg
Gianforte visited Virginia City
in August, the self-described
history buff praised the Mon-
tana Heritage Commission for
protecting, “One of the most
significant historical sites in the
country, and all the buildings are
in the original location. We have
so many artifacts and we just love
people to come and visit.”

Back in June 2023, when Allen
was still six months away from
getting investigated, he told Mon-
tana Free Press at the time, “The
MHC is excited to lead this signif-
icant restoration project, ensuring
the Stonewall Hall building and
its unique history live on for the
appreciation of future generations
of Montanans.”

That mission remains on course
under new MHC Executive
Director Kal Poole. But sadly,
Allen’s alleged crimes against
the Heritage Commission appear
to be part of a two-punch crime
wave impacting organizations
dedicated to protecting the state’s
cultural resources.

Look at what happened recently
at the Montana Historical Society
(MTHS). It just navigated a crime
saga of its own when writer Brian
D’Ambrosio, formerly of Missou-
la, was sent to prison for theft.

D’Ambrosio, who most recently
lived in New Mexico, admitted
to stealing 100-year-old items,
including letters by the wife of
Western artist Charlie “C.M.”
Russell, from the Montana His-
torical Society and selling them
on eBay for profit.

A Dec. 16 press release from
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
Montana reported D’Ambrosio
was sentenced to six months in
prison, to be followed by one year
of supervised release, and fined
$4,000.

“D’Ambrosio’s actions were
intentional and calculated—de-
signed to steal Montana’s cultural
treasures so he could profit. The
Montana Historical Society, and
all Montanans, were victims of
D’Ambrosio’s greed because these
documents were deeply rooted in
Montana history. Today, D’Am-
brosio faced the consequences,

Ennis Rodeo Association
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and we hope this case serves as a
deterrent to anyone considering
similar criminal conduct,” said
U.S. Attorney Jesse Laslovich in
the press release.

Court documents show D’Am-
brosio targeted artifacts that
would reap large profits.

News of D’Ambrosio’s sentence
sent an emotional jolt through
the staft of the MTHS, which
issued a statement: “The items
stolen by you (D’Ambrosio) from
the collections belong to the
people of Montana, not to you
for your selfish, greedy purposes.
Your actions forced us to im-
plement stricter rules regarding
access and use of historical doc-
uments, which impacts all future
researchers... The emotional and
financial impacts will be felt for
generations.”

1!

Elijah Allen, pictured here in blue blazer next to Gov. Greg Gianforte, during ribbon cutting for the renovation

An undercover FBI agent
posed as a would-be purchaser
to confirm D’Ambrosio was the
individual stealing the items from .
the Montana Historical Society ?
and selling or attempting to sell
the items, according to the Dec.
16 press release.

of Stonewall Hall in Virginia City. PHOTO COURTESY MHC
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The release also noted that the
FBI Art Crime Team and Helena
Police Department conducted the
investigation.

Protecting history’s value to
Madison County

A 2017 report from the North-
ern Rocky Mountain Economic
Development District indicated
that historic tourism supported
by the Montana Heritage Com-
mission contributes significantly
to the state’s overall economy. It
found Virginia City and Nevada
City generate $74.4 million in
economic impact to the state,
providing around 1,200 jobs.

3 :-:—E

Elijah Allen’s email signature included this cartoon image of his team and a slogan supporting the Montana
Heritage Commission. IMAGE COURTESY MHC

THE CASE OF THE GRAVEL
PULLOUT

Here’s what recent court documents filed in Lewis and Clark County show:
Montana recognizes this value
and that’s why it’s made a big
investment in protecting cultural
heritage at the state level.

On Jan. 11, 2024, Casey Steinke submitted an invoice to the Montana Heritage
Commission for “gravel pullout and VC town signage repairs.” The amount was
$8,800.

But there was a problem: Don Mefford of M&M Construction already constructed
the pullout near the welcome sign in August of 2022.

The Montana Heritage Center
currently under construction in
Helena involves a 66,000-square-
foot addition to the existing Mon-
tana Historical Society building,
as well as renovations to the
66,995-square-foot Veterans and
Pioneers Memorial Building.

When questioned by Helena Police Department Det. Cpl. Nathan Casey, Steinke
stated he, “Just, like, spread some gravel or something, just, I don’t know, just like
grunt style work. Like nothing major or anything like that.”

Det. Casey did not find any evidence to suggest that Steinke completed this work.

Construction began in the fall of
2020, and the center is expected

to open in the fall of 2025. Gov.
Gianforte announced that a
historic $57.3 million in private
donations was raised for the
Center.

A 2016 study from the Universi-
ty of Montana Bureau of Business
and Economic Research showed
the Center’s construction would
generate around 427 construction
jobs, followed by 180 new jobs
across the state, while bringing
in an additional $7.5 million in
tourism spending.

As for the MHC contractor who
allegedly invoiced for fake jobs—
Casey Steinke—he also faces
charges. According to a separate
criminal complaint and an arrest
warrant provided to The Madiso-
nian by Lewis and Clark County
Justice Court, Steinke is charged
with two counts of embezzlement
and one count of money laun-
dering. According to helenac-
rimestoppers.com as of Tuesday
morning, “Mr. Steinke has a
nationwide extradition warrant
out of Lewis and Clark County
Justice Court for two counts of
felony-embezzlement and one
count felony money laundering.
The bond is set at $100,000.00.”

CROY FEED & SUPPLY LLC

TRUSTED NURTRALIX DEALER
BRADY CROY - 406-570-9528

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
WE SPECIALIZE IN
NUTRALIX PRODUCTS
« CATTLE MINERALS
* HARD MINERALS & PROTEIN TUBS
« HORSE SUPPLEMENTS
« LIQUID FEED
ALL PRODUCTS DELIVERED

ENNIS LIONS CLUB
TEXAS POKER TOUR&II%MENT

HOLD’EM
Hosted by the Silver Dollar Saloon

SILENT &UCTION

SUNDAY « FEBRUARY 2, 2025 » 1:00PM

131 E. Main Street * Ennis, MT
PRIZES: $125 Buy In for $3000 in Chips
1 ST $1 000 Unlimited $50 Re-Buys for $3000 more Chips for first 1.5 hours

ND $25 Add-On for $1500 additional Chips
2 $55© (one time only, end of 4th round)
380 $350

Register & Pay Before Event Day
4™ $200 to enter drawing for FREE ENTRY FEE

DEALER SPONSOR - ReMax Mountain Properties
Proceeds from this event will be designated to Ennis Lions Club General Fund.
Thank you for supporting the Ennis Lions Club, we look forward to seeing you on
Sunday, February 2nd at The Silver Dollar. Sincerely, The Men & Women of Ennis Lions Club

Prize amounts based on 36 players. See Tournament Rules.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT TONY TREGLIA 406.682.7100
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MSU Science Night

5 tips to outsmart
scammers

Submitted by MONTANA STATE
UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC
TECHNOLOGY & OUTREACH

The public is invited to attend
a free MSU Science Night
on Feb. 6, 2025 from 6- 7:30
p-m. for a fun, family-friendly
evening of hands-on educational
activities in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics.
Interact with MSU students,
meet MSU scientists and

your own pace through various
engaging demonstrations and
experiments in a science festival
atmosphere. The evening will
help kids and adults learn more
about science in a fun and
easy-to-understand format.
Many scientific topics and
disciplines will be represented,
including science related to
space, Yellowstone and the
polar regions. An adult must
accompany children.

The event will be held at
Montana State University,
Strand Union Building (SUB)
Ballrooms.

Parking Information

Free parking is available after 6
p-m. in Bobcat lots 11, 15, 3, 13,
20 and 25. Lot 15 is the large lot

by the Brick Breeden Fieldhouse.

Paid parking is available in the
Parking Garage for $5.00 for
0-60 minutes and $2.50 for each

engineers, and circulate at additional hour.

The Elling House presents

The Chautauqua Winter Series

Submitted by JACK ALBRECHT March 15th

April 19th

sign up by contacting Rank’s
Mercantile at 406-843-5454 or
The Chautauqua tradition offers ranksmerc@yahoo.com
a thoughtful mix of conversation,
entertainment, and appreciation

of local artistic talents.
SATURDAYS

(Donations Appreciated)
6:30 p.m. Meet & Greet

The Elling House is a small
7:30-9 p.m. Performances

Anyone interested in served.
January 18th performing 1 or 2 songs or a
February 15th 10-minute reading is invited to

406-407-7448
222 E. Main St. 1B-B

FLOORING & DESIGN
SHOWROOM

Ennis, MT

i » R m—

P|erce Floormg

100 yzs2s

In Ennis

“Lone Elk Mall behind Pure West”

222 E Main St. 1B-B.
406.407.7448 | www.pierceflooring.com

Open on Monday, Tuesday & Thursday OR call for an appointment!

venue. Seating is first come, first
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WE ARE HIRING
IMMEDIATE PART TIME

€]c
W & FULL TIME OPENINGS

Community Children's School
eat. 198z

We are seeking a passionate and dedicated Preschool Teacher to join our educational team. The ideal candidate
will have a strong background in early childhood education and a commitment to fostering a nurturing
and stimulating environment for young learners. As a Preschool Teacher, you will play a crucial role in the
development of children’s social, emotional, and cognitive skills through engaging activities and curriculum.

$22 D.O.E, PAID TRAINING

EXPERIENCE

» CDA, degree in Early Childhood Education/Child
Development or equivalent and work experience
required.

* Previous experience working with preschool-aged
children is essential.

« Familiarity with childhood development principles
and early intervention techniques is highly desirable.

* Must be eligible for Level 3 or higher on Montana
Early Childhood Project (mtecp.org)

RESPONSIBILITIES

* Develop and implement age-appropriate lesson plans
that promote physical education, creativity, and early
childhood development.

* Create a safe and inclusive classroom environment
where children feel valued and encouraged to
explore.

» Communicate effectively with parents and guardians
regarding children’s progress, challenges, and
achievements.

* Assess individual children’s needs and adapt teaching
methods accordingly to support their learning.

* Collaborate with colleagues to enhance curriculum
development and share best practices in early
intervention strategies.

* Foster positive relationships with students, providing
guidance and support as they navigate their early
educational journey.

* Experience in curriculum development and tutoring
is a plus.

« Strong communication skills are necessary for
effective interaction with children, parents, and
colleagues.

* A passion for teaching and a commitment to the
growth of each child in your care.

* Maintain accurate records of student progress and
behavior to inform instructional decisions.

APPLY NOW TO BE A LEAD TEACHER AT ENNISCCS@GMAIL.COM

Scammers don’t take days off.

3 From phishing emails to package

. theft, fraudsters and scammers
can cost you money. Fortunately,
: you can stay one step ahead of

; them with these simple tips to
help protect yourself.

1. Strengthen your online

: security: Safeguard your accounts
: by using unique, 12-character

: passwords and enabling multi-

¢ factor authentication whenever

¢ possible. Avoid using public

¢ Wi-Fi, such as free internet

: connectivity in coffee shops or

libraries, where cyber criminals
might be lurking to access your
information. Instead, it’s safer to
use your phone’s mobile hotspot.
Be cautious of unsolicited emails
or messages promising prizes or
freebies — if it sounds too good to
be true, it probably is. Block and
report anything suspicious before
deleting it. And ask your provider
what services they offer for safe
browsing, such as Safe Browsing
from T-Mobile 5G Home Internet

COURTESY (c) ronstik / iStock via Getty Images Plus
© Submitted by STATEPOINT

to block malicious links.

2. Donate only to trusted
charities: Before making
charitable donations, check
online reviews by looking up the
organization and “complaint” or
“scam,” or use trusted resources
like Charity Navigator. Use a
credit card instead of a debit
card as they offer stronger
fraud protections and don't give
scammers direct access to your
bank account.

3. Use your wireless provider’s
scam protection: Scammers often
rely on robocalls and spoofed
numbers to make calls look
inviting to answer. Most providers
have protection from robocalling
and spoofing, including T-Mobile
and Metro by T-Mobile, which
give customers Scam Shield, a
free feature that labels scam calls
as “Scam Likely.” These calls can
be blocked by dialing #662# or
turning on Scam Block in the
Scam Shield and T-Life apps.
Scam Shield blocked 19.8 billion
calls in 2023, giving users peace of
mind. Lastly, forward suspicious

MADISON VALLEY MEDICAL CENTER

ASK THE THERAPIST

Is my hip pain gluteus medius

tendinopathy?

This condition affects the gluteus medius
tendon, which is a strong fibrous structure
connecting the gluteus medius (a strong posterior
hip muscle) to the greater trochanter of the femur
(the bony prominence on the side of the hip). This
condition can cause a variety of symptoms, including
hip pain and difficulties with mobility, and can
often be overlooked without a skilled assessment by
a physical therapist who can assess the hip muscles as a whole, movement
patterns and mechanics, and other possible factors contributing to your pain.
Understanding that pain is information from your body to your brain, a skilled
physical therapist can help you better understand what your body is asking for
or needing. After your assessment, your physical therapist can create a patient-
specific rehab program to help strengthen, improve mobility, and correct any
muscle imbalances or faulty movement patterns that may have contributed to
this issue and help prevent it from happening again.

texts to 7726.

4. Monitor deliveries and
protect packages: Mail and
package theft happen all year
round, especially as online
shopping continues to grow.
Track your shipments in real-time
using delivery notifications and
apps. Consider installing a smart
door camera to monitor activity
on your front porch. Many
models offer live video feeds and
motion detection, sending real-
time alerts so you can quickly
contact authorities if needed.

5. Stay informed and report
suspicious activity: Stay
updated on the latest scams
with resources like T-Mobile’s
Privacy Center and the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC). If
you encounter suspicious or
fraudulent activity, report it to
the FTC at ftc.gov/complaint and
the National Center for Disaster
Fraud. By reporting scams, you
can help protect others and
reduce the spread of fraudulent
schemes.

MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

Martha Stoner, DPT
MVMC REeHagILITATION ¢ (406) 682-6605
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ask the

Local businesses have the information you
need to make a variety of decisions. Best of all,
they are here and available to meet your needs.

In our “Ask the Expert” section, we went to

these local experts for information on topics
important to you.

For more infrmalion, pleare call wy 4 682-7755 o4 email, connect@madisoniannews.com

Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each month.

HEALTH CARE

. Is there more than one
- type of common cold?

. The common cold is a viral in-
 fection of the upper respiratory
system (nose, throat, sinuses

and windpipe) that typically produces
a standard set of symptoms - runny
or stuffy nose, sore throat, coughing,
sneezing, low fever, body aches, head-
ache and tiredness. However, there are
over 200 viruses that stimulate com-
mon cold symptoms. The rhinovirus is the most prevalent instiga-
tor of common cold symptoms, causing approximately one-third
of all colds in the U.S. Other viruses that induce cold symptoms
include adenoviruses, enteroviruses, parainfluenza viruses, Coro-
naviruses, and human metapneumovirus.

Common colds can become chest colds or acute bronchitis when
the virus travels from the upper to the lower respiratory tract. Colds
can cause additional complications such as sinus or ear infections,
Or pneurmonia.

Dr. Louis Bartoletti, MD
Rusy VaLLEy MEepicaL CLINICS
SHERIDAN (406) 842-5453 « Twin Bripges (406) 684-5546

ADVERTISING

Why should I invest in
advertising?

Not advertising is like winking

ata girlin the dark. You know

what you are doing - but no the Mabdisonian.
one else does. e
Advertising turns the light on — it
lets people know you are out there and
that you want their business.

Advertising reminds existing customers about you and
brings new people in the door. Sure, networking is great and
important, as is signage, location, social media, and customer
service, word of mouth... But, advertising is the route with
potentially the biggest payoff.

Why should you advertise in The Madisonian?

We reach more area residents and visitors than any other local
media. Contact us today to find out how our print and online
advertising solutions can help your business thrive!

GET RESULTS!
THE MADIsSONIAN ¢ 406-682-7755

ARBORIST

How to prevent Frost
Cracks?

As fall and winter approach,

trees will start to move into a

dormant stage with leaf drop on
deciduous species. Watering should be
slowed or stopped at this time as rapid
temperature changes with moisture
in the tree can encourage vertical
splits in the trunk or bark layer. The
damage is usually on the southern
aspect, where temperature changes
are the greatest. Young trees with smooth bark prior to ridging
and those species such as Apple, Aspen, Birch, and Maple with
thinner outer layers are most at risk. Prevention, such as mulch
around the outer canopy area to reduce ground temperature
fluctuations, can help, and, to a certain extent, burlap trunk
wraps. Any damage should not be covered with wound paint
as this stops intercellular interaction and response growth. If
severe, structural stability can be assessed using our Al-assisted
loading analysis, which computes the pressure exerted on the
compromised area from the load received by the tree's canopy
(previous article).

Simon Stratford, UK Qualified Tree Surgeon
and ISA Certified Arborist FL-6783A

STRATFORD TREE * 406-312-3994 ¢ WwWW.STRATFORDTREE.COM

CONTRACTOR

What items would be subject

to a resort tax(tourist tax)?

When a municipality is

preparing to implement a

tax they need to ask * Who is
this going to affect and what are the
repercussions?”’. In this case,a resort
tax(tourist tax), Should be targeted
towards items that tourists tend
to purchase. Items such as : short
term, lodging, and camping, Restaurants and other food
services establishments, public establishments that serve
alcohol and sell marijuana.

[ personally like the title of "non-essential items". The very
name suggests that these items are things that we don't
have to have and would use disposable income to acquire
them. The town would need to go through the process of
identifying all these items. Remember the idea of these taxes
to put money back in both the town and residence pockets
increasing our quality of life.

Cory Hardy
HArDY DRYWALL » (406) 682-5455

REAL ESTATE

Q - Isnow a good time to put
° my property on the market?
Or should I wait until spring?

. Contrary to popular belief,

* winter is not a bad time to sell.
Every year in our area I see buyer
inquiries increase significantly after
the holidays. And my list of "hungry”
buyers is still growing all the time.
Your listing will have less competition
during the colder months. With less
inventory on the market, your property will get more attention. It
will be easier to make your place stand out when fewer properties
are listed on the market. And honestly, serious buyers are always
looking, no matter the time of year. You will likely end up wasting
far less time on "tire kickers" having your property available
during the colder months. Consult with your trusted real estate
agent and make a game plan.

Nicholette Picken, Broker
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
406-698-0853

MENTAL HEALTH

. Why is it so hard to shower

° when you're depressed?

. Showering may seem like
A . asimple task, but for those

experiencing depression, it can

become daunting and overwhelming.
Depression often reduces motivation,
energy, and self-care routines, making
even basic activities challenging. The
physical act of showering requires effort
and can feel exhausting when every
task feels monumental. Additionally,
depression can distort perceptions of self-worth, leading individuals
to neglect personal hygiene as they struggle with feelings of
hopelessness or worthlessness. Anxiety and intrusive thoughts may
further contribute to avoidance behaviors, including showering, as
individuals may fear facing their emotions or the demands of daily
life. The sensory experience of water and temperature changes
can also be overwhelming for some individuals with depression.
Recognizing the complexities of depression and its effects on daily
life is vital for offering empathy and support to both yourself and
others, especially when faced with seemingly simple tasks like
showering.

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW
(406) 670-4546

PUBLIC HEALTH

. Which groups are
Q - considered vulnerable
- populations according to
our doctors and health officials?”

A . Vulnerable populations”
. Include older adults, young
children, people with chronic
conditions, pregnant individuals,
and those with weakened immune
systems. People in group settings,
racial and ethnic minorities, and
those with limited healthcare access
are also at higher risk. Rural residents face additional challenges
due to fewer healthcare resources. Fortunately, our local
hospitals and providers help bridge this gap by offering essential
care, especially during seasonal outbreaks like flu, COVID-19,
Norovirus, and RSV. Even if you are part of a vulnerable
group, knowing how to access local providers and the health
department can help reduce serious complications. Establishing
care with a local provider and becoming familiar with our health
department are simple steps to improve your health before
becoming ill.

EMILIE SAYLER, MPH, MPA, DIRECTOR

MabisoN CounTty PusLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT
(406) 204-0712 ¢ MCPHD@MADISONCOUNTYMT.GOV

PHILANTHROPY

- How can I impact my
* community in 2025?

. Aswebeginanew year, it's the

° perfect time to consider making
a lasting difference in your community.
Planned giving through the Montana
Community Foundation (MCF) offers a
meaningful way to create a legacy that
reflects your values. By partnering with
MCF in 2025, you can make an impact
by contributing to an existing fund or
establishing your own donor advised fund. These funds allow you
to support the people and causes you care about most, ensuring
your generosity benefits your community forever. Plus, Montana's
Endowment Tax Credit provides a significant incentive for giving.
This unique credit allows you to reduce your state income tax while
supporting a qualified endowment—helping you maximize your
impact. I'm Heather Ohs, Philanthropy Officer at MCF, and I'm here
to guide you through the process. Let's work together to create a
legacy that changes lives. Contact me at heather@mitcf.org to get
started.

Heather Ohs
Gift & Estate Planning Director
MonTaNA CoMMUNITY FOUNDATION
(406) 671-9843 | HeaATHER@MTCF.ORG | MTCF.0ORG

LEGAL

- What are my rights under
° the Montana Rights of the
Terminally Ill Act?

. In1985, the Montana

A . Legislature enacted the
Montana Rights of the

Terminally Il Act (the "Act”).
Under the Act, Montanans 18 years of
age or older and of sound mind may
make a written declaration stating
what the person wants regarding the
withholding or withdrawal of medical procedures to prolong
the dying process (called “life-sustaining treatments”).

At the same time, the person may designate another individual
(18 years of age or older and of sound mind) to make decisions
governing life-sustaining treatments in the event the person
is unable to communicate his or her wishes (e.g., isin a coma,
has dementia or Alzheimer's). The declaration must be signed
by the person and must be witnessed by two individuals.

If you already have a durable power of attorney for healthcare,
consider amending it to comply with the Act. If you don't have
a DPAHC, strongly consider having one prepared for your and
your family's protection.

Attorney Paul Moses
(406) 630-3032

Contact us at
406.682.7755
or connect@madisoniannews.com
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Advertise in The Madisonian. Call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

YODER DRYWA]L INC. DILLON AUTO GLASS  wimostuewos

TAPE ° FINISH « TEXTURE o~
1075 NISSEN LN -
REPAIRS * REMODEL * NEW | | o1 /'on wir 5075 , f
Please contact Nate Yoder at (406) 683-2846 -
179 JUDY LANE, ALDER, MT 406-425-3020 JIMLINSCOTT, OWNER g oo 'y s ot
406.217.2131 | WWW.RUBYVALLEYSHEDS.COM LOCATED IN MCALLISTER Tmﬁa{gﬂagﬁu experls since 1982
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4 )
7 \TURK INSULATION LLC
SPRAY FOAM INSULATION -
n!_ ® —
Vince Turk Taylor Turk —
406-498-6185 406-660-1876 A PLACE TO FIND HELP .[I.I].I].
Assistance with SNAP, Medicaid, LIHEAP.
SHERIDAN, MT Referrals for help scheduling local face to face with
Job Service and whatever else you might need. c A P A R o s o
LICENSED & INSURED THE RESOURCE ASSISTANCE CENTER
222 N Montana STE A., Dillon Montana ¢ 406-988-0360 B o o K K E E P I N G

Join Us for Our 2024 & 2025 \;\%{}LD HOTE'L P Y MADISON COUNTY Company Setup

Fall & Winter Season! &
’ Dinne:'n@’e;loiason H E ATl N G Payroll
& COOLING Quarterly/Annual Reporting

Thursday & Friday: 4pm to 8pm
Breakfast, Bakery, & Lunch
Sunday: 8am to 1pm j— . N
Wine, Beer, Tiki Cocktails & Mocktails! Give us a call or send us an email W99k|y/M0nth|y ReCOHCIllatlon
— for all of your HVAC needs. A ts P bl
WE COVER MADISON, JEFFERSON, SILVERBOW, ccounts Fayable
BEAVERHEAD & GALLATIN COUNTIES. Accounts Receivable

For More Information, Menus & to Place Orders:
Call Ken at 406-221-6677 or email ken@3rivers.net Report Advising

. Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine
See Owr Website, Facebook Page, or Instagram! in Twin Bridges...

Financial Advising

940-577-2610

Livcas B Lucas

LLLALECN  Plumbing LLC
\241 210 s Cottonwood Rd

Unit 107

R Looking for the
perfect way to say

- fommiwamsll THANK YOU?

Your one stop spot to hang out, relax and have a delicious meal.

B THE MADISONIAN LOVES
¢ Back Alley Pu TO SPREAD GRATITUDE!
Clayton Lucas

We offer 20% OFF 406 551 0060
KENWORTHY aIIthankyouoads. -

i ELECTRIC connect@madisoniannews.com

SHERIDAN, MT OR 406.682.7755 today!

406-842-5865 @

www.kenworthyelectric.com

MADISON COUNTY WEATHER

Ppen:

Bozeman MT 59718
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| Thursday |
Quote of the
. . A few passing clouds, otherwise
- \ generally sunny. High 32F. Winds Py
SSW at 5 to 10 mph. e e
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Friday

n

SE IN THE MADISONIAN.

Partly cloudy skies in the morning "TH E Woo DS ARE

will give way to cloudy skies during
the afternoon. High 37F. Winds S at

10 to 20 mph. LOVELY, DARK
AND DEEP. BUT |
i S o 10 5, HAVE PROMISES

less than one inch.

Sunday TO KEEP, AND
Mostly cloudy skies. High near 30F. MI LES To GO

Winds S at 5 to 10 mph.

BEFORE | SLEEP."

? .k_ﬁ{f ; Intervals of clouds and sunshine. High RO B E RT FRO ST

29F. Winds S at 5 to 10 mph.

Mainly cloudy with snow showers
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CALL 406-682-7755 TOMAKE APLAN. © i &3
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