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Happy 
Holidays!

WINTERFEST WINTERFEST 
20202020

Local kiddos helped during the log-sawing contest by weighing down the other side of the log. See 
more Winterfest fun on page A6. PHOTO BY ERIN LEONARD

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Montana’s coal severance 
tax trust fund made $15 mil-
lion available to develop multi-
family rental housing.

For-profit, non-profit 
and government entities are 
eligible to apply to Montana’s 
Housing Board 

for low-interest loans. 
Madison County is not in the 
position to apply for the new 
funding opportunity, accord-
ing to Madison County Hous-
ing Board Chair Cindy Gockel. 
But builders and developers in 
the county with plans ready to 
break ground can apply for a 
piece of the $15 million.

“It’s another tool in these 
communities,” Montana 
Department of Commerce’s 
executive director of housing, 
Bruce Brensdal said.

Montana House Bill 16 fo-
cuses on providing funding for 
low-income and moderate-in-
come housing loans with mon-
ey from the permanent coal 
severance tax fund. HB 16 was 

effective July 1, 2019 and on 
Dec. 9, 2019, the Multifamily 
Coal Trust Homes Program 
became the first state funding 
available to help combat the 
affordable housing shortage. 
The Montana Department of 
Commerce’s Housing Board 
will allocate the $15 million to 
eligible projects. 

Projects can be new con-
struction, land acquisition and/
or building renovations for 
multifamily rental homes. The 
MHB will approve applica-
tions during monthly meetings 
on a continuous basis. Appli-
cations have to be submitted 
at least six weeks before the 
meeting at which the MHB 
will approve or deny its fund-
ing assistance.

The maximum term for a 
loan is a 30-year fixed rate. 
Interest rates on loans will 
vary depending on household 
incomes that projects target. 
The United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development defines house-
holds earning 80% or less of 
an area’s median income as 

low-income households. Mod-
erate-income households are 
defined as household incomes 
81-95% of the median income 
for the area.

According to the Census 
Bureau, Madison County’s me-
dian annual income is $47,900. 
A multifamily rental housing 
project in Madison County 
targeting households earning 
30% of the area’s medium 
income ($14,370 annually) 
would receive a 1.56% interest 
rate. The interest rates tier out 
into four brackets as high as 
5.56% for moderate-income 
households, which is an annual 
household income of $38,799 - 
$45,505 in Madison County. 

The new available money 
is another option for develop-
ers and employers in Madison 
County to fund their existing 
efforts of providing more 
housing for the county’s work-
force. 

 “What I’m seeing is pretty 
exciting,” Gockel said. “We’re 
seeing developers doing things 
differently and employers are 
starting to pitch in.”

Million$ for 
affordable housing 

in Montana
First-time state funding

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

A cow on a Madison County ranch tested positive for brucellosis. 
The brucellosis-infected cow was detected during a voluntary whole-herd 

testing Dec. 30. All other animals on the ranch tested negative for the disease, 
indicating an early detection. The infected cow was euthanized, and the ranch will 
be quarantined until secondary tests are confirmed from the National Veterinary 
Services Lavatories in Ames, Iowa.

“We need to confirm that it didn’t come from a domestic source,” Montana De-
partment of Livestock brucellosis program veterinarian Dr. Eric Liska said. 

Brucella abortus bacteria is the source of brucellosis, which causes abor-
tions and lower pregnancy rates in infected animals. The disease has nearly been 
eradicated from the United States, except in some bison and elk populations of the 
Greater Yellowstone Area. Portions of Montana, Idaho and Wyoming have differ-
ent expectations to retain a brucellosis Class Free Status because of the disease’s 
presence in surrounding wildlife.

The loss of a brucellosis Class Free Status would negatively impact Montana’s 
exporting market. The financial risk seems to be incentive enough for most Mon-
tana ranchers in the Brucellosis Designated Surveillance Area to voluntarily test 
their cows annually.

Madison County cow tests positive
BRUCELLOSIS

BRUCELLOSIS continued on A2
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Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729

sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
& Adolescents

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Insurance Accepted.

HARDY DRYWALL
FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

596-3137

CORY HARDY,
ENNIS TOWN COUNCIL 

I’m not 

afraid to 

blow the 

whistle!

This ad is paid for by Cory Hardy,
71 Ramshorn Creek Road
Sheridan, MT 59749

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

e-mail: bande@3rivers.net  |  www.bandeconstruction.com

Custom Building & Design

brad bullock 581-4117  |  ken evans 490-2758  |  office 682-7942
p.o. box 1444 Ennis, MT 59729

• Conventional Frame Homes
• Commercial Remodels & Additions

• Hand-crafted Log Homes

All phases of construction, design and consulting

BRUCELLOSIS continued FROM A1

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Owner/Sales/Installation - Rob Blair (406) 539-1440

121 West Main Street, Ennis, MT
Gemcore (waterproof LVT & Hardwood) 

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwoood
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

“What makes our DSA work so well is our progressive ranchers,” 
Liska said.

The DOL requires cattle that seasonally graze in the DSA to be tested 
for brucellosis before leaving the area. Counties in the DSA are required 
to vaccinate cattle to reduce the spread within a herd.

“It’s not a perfect vaccine,” Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks wildlife 
veterinarian Jennifer Ramsey said. “Elk is a little bit tricky. Learning on 
free-ranging animals is difficult.” 

Brucella abortus is listed as a biological select agent in the US. Select 
agents potentially pose a severe threat to public and/or animal health, 
which makes further research on it difficult and expensive.

Abortion sites of infected elk are the most common way brucellosis is 
transmitted to other elk and livestock. The highest rate of transmission is 
February through June, during late pregnancy and calving season for elk. 
The close proximity of cattle and elk in lower elevations also increases 
the likelihood of a cow coming in contact with the bacteria. 

Since 2010, brucellosis has affected 10 cattle herds in Montana’s 
DSA, with the last detection in 2017. Though the disease does not affect 
the meat of an animal, it can be transmitted to humans through the 
lactation of an infected female animal. Consuming unpasteurized dairy 
products is the most common way brucellosis infects people. Antibiotics 
can be prescribed to people who have contracted brucellosis.

Brucella abortus can enter through flesh wounds. Veterinarians, 
meat-packing plant employees, ranchers, hunters and others who regu-
larly come into contact with elk, bison and/or cattle are most at risk of 
getting brucellosis.

Wearing gloves and other simple precautions significantly reduces the 
chances of getting brucellosis. Most of the bacteria is in the reproductive 
organs of infected animals, so it is advised to minimize contact with 
those organs from animals in brucellosis designated surveillance areas.

“It can be concerning when a brucellosis affected herd discovered, 
but our DSA producers and veterinarians should be commended for their 
efforts and compliance with regulations,” DOL’s State Veterinarian Dr. 
Marty Zaluski said. “A high rate of testing, much of it voluntary, is the 
primary reason we continue to find affected herds rapidly, which not only 
minimizes the impact on that producer but protects our state and trading 
partners.”

Brucella abortus life host cycle. Black arrows: After pregnancy, the bacterium invades trophoblasts and the mammary gland, inducing abor-
tion and shedding through milk. Blue arrows: The heavy contaminated placenta and fetus become the main source of infection for humans and 
other animal hosts. Humans that consume unpasteurized milk may acquire the bacterium. Infected buffalo, cattle or elk may keep the infection 
cycling in the herd. Red blunt arrows: Pasteurization or fermentation of dairy products eliminates brucella organisms and the risk of human 
contamination. PHOTO COURTESY FREE COMMONS

Montana’s Brucellosis Designated Surveillance Area. MAP CREATED BY MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS

“It can be 
concerning when 
a brucellosis 
affected herd 
discovered, 
but our DSA 
producers and 
veterinarians 
should be 
commended for 
their efforts and 
compliance with 
regulations,”
DOL’s State Veterinar-
ian Dr. Marty Zaluski 
said.
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Expert Care, Small Town Compassion 
P 406.682.6605  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

WITH CARDIAC REHAB

K E E P  Y O U R

Learn how to keep your heart healthy or recover from a heart 
event through exercise, education, and healthy living.

THE BEEF GUIDE 
TO USMCA

Revised trade agreement
BY HANNAH KEARSE
new@madisoniannews.com

The United States-Mexi-
co-Canada trade agreement 
benefitted Canada and Mexico 
cattle and beef markets. U.S.’ 
cattle and beef market remains 
mostly the same. 

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed the USM-
CA deal Dec. 19. The deal 
modernizes the 25-year-old 
free trade agreement between 
North American countries in-
cluding improvements in Mex-
ican labor laws, the American 
auto-manufacturing industry 
and intellectual property. The 
main benefit for America’s 
agriculture industry, Madison 
County’s largest industry, is 

the certainty that one of its 
largest markets remains open. 

“They did address issues 
that needed to be addressed,” 
US Cattlemen’s Association 
Director Emeritus Leo Mc-
Donnell said. “There’s winners 
and losers. Cattle didn’t win 
this one.”

The US Cattle Associa-
tion hoped the deal would 
have included assurances that 
represented American beef’s 
good quality. Five years ago, 
the World Trade Organization 
deemed country-of-origin 
labeling on beef products as 
discriminatory. 

Mexico and Canada’s beef 
industries have grown over 
the last few decades, displac-
ing a lot of cattle production 

outside of the U.S. But there is 
currently no clear definition of 
U.S. beef product, according 
to the USCA. 

Imported cattle and beef 
can be labeled as a U.S. prod-
uct if handled in the States 
before going to market. Coun-
try-of-origin labeling could 
benefit the U.S. beef market 
because it is a desired product. 

After more than a year of 
uncertainty as the USMCA 
trade deal bounced around the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
Montanan industries have 
certainty that their largest 
market remains open. Montana 
exported $692 million goods 
to Canada in 2018, according 
to the United States Trade 
Representative.

canstockphoto.com
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Montana’s Oldest Operating Weekly Newspaper

Owners/Publishers: 
Susanne Hill & Erin Leonard

Editor:
Cori Koenig

Accounts Payable/Receivable: Susanne Hill
Art Director: Erin Leonard
Reporter: Hannah Kearse

Staff Writer/Customer Service: Keely Larson

Contributors:
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ENNIS, MONTANA
- Madisonian Editorial Policy -

Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers with the 
Editor’s viewpoints on matters of public importance. Guest 

editorials and letters from readers (Letters to the Editor) reflect the 
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 

the Editor or the staff of The Madisonian.

- Press Release Policy -
•The Madisonian staff will give all press releases full consideration, 
but ultimately retains the authority to determine whether or not to 

publish releases. 
•Content must be factual and objective. 

•Content must not contain advertising language (such as “Thank 
you,” “Congratulations,” “call now,” “to buy tickets for,”  “now 

showing,”) or include pricing. 
•Items of a general business interest are appropriate for 
advertising—see advertising policy and current rates. 

•Content must not be derogatory to competing companies 
or organizations.

•Content may only be submitted and published once. 
•There are no guarantees that press releases will be published.

•The Madisonian may edit submissions for grammar and content. 
•The Madisonian reserves the right to make all determinations 

relative to the above policy.

- Letters to the Editor/Readers Speak Policy -
The Madisonian encourages the opinions of readers on public 

issues and matters of local concern. Letters must be close to 350 
words, and author may only submit twice monthly. Please include 
the writer’s name, address and phone number. The Madisonian 

reserves the right to edit 
content for grammar, good taste and libel. We also reserve 

the right to reject or delay publications.
We will not publish individual grievances about specific businesses 

or letters that are abusive, malicious or potentially libelous.
Announcements, thank yous and letters of a commercial nature 

will not appear in this column. 

- Display & Classified Advertising Policy -
The Madisonian accepts most advertising, but may turn away any 
advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to decide on placement 

and content acceptability. 
The advertisements in this publication are not necessarily

 the opinion of or supported by The Madisonian.
Please note: Our client information is confidential.

~ Subscription Rates ~
In-State - $39.00/1 year or $69.00/2 years • Out-of-State - $49.00/1 

year or 79.00/2 years (e-Edition complimentary with print subscription)• 
$30 - e-Edition only •$45 - 6 mos. print/1 year e-Edition
Postmaster: Please, Send Address Changes to:

The Madisonian, P.O. Box 365, Ennis, MT 59729
Phone 406-682-7755

Toll Free 1-888-238-7849
email: sales@madisoniannews.com

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday - Friday ~ 9 am - 5 pm - Call ahead as we’re short staffed 

and want to make sure we are available to you!

Established in 1873

NEWS & ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE
5 p.m. - Friday

Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may be used in 
any of our print and digital products.

Editor’s note: 
The Madisonian does 

not endorse the viewpoints or statements of those 
who submit letters to the editor.

Please do your own research and check your facts.

Any ads accepted after the Friday deadline of 5 p.m. will be 
charged a $25 late fee.

Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

obituaries
Rodney A. Brady

Alder–Rodney A. Brady, 
71, died Monday, Dec. 30, 2019 
in his home. He is survived by 
his wife, children and grand-
children. 

Rod was an avid hunter 
and fisherman, and he looked 
forward to the harvest every 
year. He was proud of his 

accomplishments as a busi-
ness owner, a baseball coach/
umpire, a hunter education 
instructor, and, most of all, as 
a dad.

 Those who knew him, will 
remember his willingness to 
help his neighbors, his hunt-
ing and fishing knowledge, 

his tendency to quote George 
Carlin, and his love of AC/DC 
and classic rock. His son will 
forever remember the hunting 
and fishing adventures they 
shared in MT, UT, CO and 
WY.  His daughter will forever 
remember him as a dad who 
came home from work one day 

with a stray cat riding on his 
shoulders as a gift for her.

 No service will be held. 
Those who wish to can make 
a contribution in Rod’s name 
to the Mule Deer Foundation 
(muledeer.org) or the Beaver-
head Animal Shelter (bvhd-
shelter-rescue.com).

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Memorial Service for Rev. 
Jean Johnson

Jean Johnson, pastor of the Madison Valley Presbyterian Church, passed away Dec. 7, 2019 at the Benefis Hospital in Great Falls.  
A memorial service for Rev. Jean Johnson will be held Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020 at the Madison Valley Presbyterian Church in Ennis at 1 
p.m. with a time of fellowship to follow.  

In recognition of Jean’s love for Christ, her church and her hopes for its vibrant future mission in the greater Ennis community, 
memorial gifts may be made to the Madison Valley Presbyterian Church, PO Box 125, Ennis, MT 59729.  If you would like to share a 
story or card with Jean’s family and friends, please send that to the above church address as well.

When you clean, drain & dry 
your watercraft and fishing gear, 

Thank you. you help protect 
Montana’s water.

WATER USERSBOATERS ANGLERS

CleanDrainDryMT.com

· Our obituaries 
are FREE up to 450 
words. (25¢ for 
each word after 
450)

· We offer 20% off 
non-profit adver-
tising

· Lost and Found 
classifieds are 
FREE!682-7755
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MADISON COUNTY 

D I S P AT C H
December 29, 2019

Medical aid was administered in Sheridan.
Suspicious circumstances were reported 
in Twin Bridges.

December 30, 2019

Medical aid was administered in McAllister, 
Sheridan and Virginia City.
Suspicious circumstances were reported 
in Sheridan.
Accidents occurred in Whitehall and 
Ennis.
A welfare check was performed in 
Cameron.
A coroner call was made in Sheridan.

December 31, 2019

Medical aid was administered in Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances were reported 
in Silver Star and Ennis.
An accident occurred in Twin Bridges.
A disturbance was reported out of county.

January 1, 2020

A disturbance was reported in Ennis.

A wildlife complaint was made in 
McAllister.
Medical aid was administered in Sheridan.
A wildlife complaint was made in Ennis.

January 2, 2020

An accident occurred in Twin Bridges.
Animal complaints were reported in Norris 
and Silver Star.
A welfare check was performed in 
McAllister.

January 3, 2020

A citizen was assisted in Sheridan.
A welfare check was performed in Twin 
Bridges.
A fire call was made in Sheridan.
Medical aid was administered in Sheridan.
A dog complaint was made in Sheridan.

January 4, 2020

A harassment complaint was made out of 
county.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, you can now text 911 in 
case of emergency.

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 
72 calls for service from Dec. 
29, 2019 to Jan. 4, 2020. 

*Please note the 
new physical 

address for our office, 5 
Placer Loop, Virginia City 
as of 9/5/19.  Thank you!

High Speed Internet 
Digital Voice

Long Distance 
Business Systems

467.2535 • 1.800.796.4567 • 3rt@3rivers.net  •  3rivers.net

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

KEELY LARSON
The Madisonian

 
The Virginia City Ice Rink (VICE), a 501c3 

nonprofit, could be compared to a theater pro-
duction. There are so many people involved in 
making it a success that each individual person 
is not always recognized for their efforts. As 
parents or high school drama teachers say, there 
is no such thing as a small role. That sentiment 
rings quite true for those involved with VICE.

“Every bit of volunteer help they give is 
important,” Amy Kelley said. Tasks like main-
taining the ice, cleaning the warming house, 
sharpening donated skates available for free 
usage, Zamboni-ing and a slew of others take 
time and energy, and if not completed, the rink 
would not prosper. 

“Everybody puts in a hand and that’s what 
keeps it going,” Matt Carey said.

“I want to recognize those people,” Kelley 
said. Those people who work behind the scenes 
and are not always acknowledged. Or those 
people who drop a $50 in the donation box 
anonymously. It takes a village, Kelley empha-
sized, and villages are made up of many.

The question Kelley gets asked most through 
VICE’s Facebook page is about the cost to skate 
at the rink, and the answer is that it is complete-
ly free. VICE is a partnership between the town 
of Virginia City and the nonprofit. Virginia City 
owns the park and provides water to create the 

rink and electricity for the warming house and 
lights.

Big events at the rink, like the broomball and 
hockey tournaments, increase turnout during 
free skating days. Kelley mentioned having 40 
people at the rink the other day and not know-
ing a single person there. This past weekend 
hosted the Winterfest broomball tournament 
and at the height of past tournaments, Virginia 
City Mayor Justin Gatewood estimated 200-300 
people attending.

These people otherwise would not have come 
to Virginia City in the winter. This influx of 
visitors brings extra revenue to local businesses 
and participating teams rent VRBOs to stay 
near the ice rink, providing economic benefit to 
Virginia City during its off-season.

Carey and others will be on standby to make 
sure the ice remains in good condition for the 
skaters, ready for extra Zamboni work. Strong 
skaters wreak greater havoc on the ice during 
hockey tournaments.

10 years ago, it was still a lot of work to main-
tain the rink and the village was smaller. With 
more volunteers, VICE revived. “Number one, 
we all love ice skating,” Mayor Gatewood said. 
This was one reason people wanted to bring it 
back in addition to wanting to provide local 
kids with an outdoor activity that was free and 
accessible.

“It couldn’t happen without this army of 
volunteers,” Kelley said.

It takes a villageIt takes a village

Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
Quinn Diamond, Owner/Office Manager

RE/MAX Mountain Property

S. Madison – Twin Bridges - $94,000
• .113 +/-Acres • 2bd, 1 ba, 858 +/- sq ft

• 1 car detached garage • great starter home or 
investment • natural gas stove in living room

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

Valley Garden Golf Village – Ennis - $99,500  
• +/- 0.714 acres • borders common area on Hole # 1 • 
panoramic views of the Madison Range • seasonal canal, 

cul de sac • community well system
• minutes to shopping, schools, hospital • approx taxes $ 

526.  per yr

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

TBD Madison St  - Virginia City - $49,900
• 6 City Lots • Expansive Views • Year-Round Access
• Power, Water and Sewer Nearby • Close to fishing, 

hunting, recreation • Own a Piece of History in Virginia 
City

E Main St Unit 2 B – Ennis - $389,000
• 3,380 sq ft • prime location Lone Elk Mall • large 

display windows, stone fireplace • slate entry, barn wood 
accents • wide open 2nd floor, ac, 3/4 bath • office space, 

previously successful gift shop
•  approx taxes $ 1,260

N Ennis Lake Rd – McAllister - $549,000
• 3.33 +/- acres • 3bd, 2ba, 1,152 +/- sq ft • NO 
COVENANTS • COMPLETELY remodeled  • high 

efficiency wood stove • unobstructed views of Ennis 
Lake and Madison Range  • close to recreation - a 

true Montana escape

Depot Spur Rd – Ennis - $310,000
• 21.55+/- acres   • 2 bd, 1ba, 1644 +/¬ sf

• Madison Range views, NO COVENANTS • great 
location, close to town • perfect for a business

• 5 minutes to hunting, fishing, shopping • 480 +/-sf 
garage , horse friendly • great pasture, fenced and cross 

fenced

37 Missouri View Loop – Toston - $449,900
• 2.27+/-acres • 2bd, 2.5 ba, 1920 +/- sq ft • riverfront 

on the Missouri River • large deck & hot tub • low 
maintenance and utilities • 2 car attached garage & 2 car 

detached garage

Duncan District Rd – Sheridan - $650,000
• 32.3 +/- acres • 4 bd, 3 ba, 2800 +/- sq ft  • newly 
remodeled 2016, open plan • one level, 40x60 shop, 

new appliances • water rights, mountain views • 
attached guest quarters with full kitchen, bedroom, living 

room, bath • approx taxes $ 1687. per yr

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Tanya Matson
Sales Associate

406.580.6987

www.PureWestRealEstate.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed

Great Lot on the Edge of Town | Ennis
This flat lot is located on the last block 
of Mirza Way with views of the Madison 

Range.

Offered at $50,000 | MLS# 339837

Jenny Rohrback
Sales Associate

406.868.3175

Why we choose Montana. 
Everytime.

The Great Outdoors

Your partner in 
community.
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SPONSORED BY: 

WHERE TO WATCH:
• Channel: RFDTV Network
• Airings: 2 Per Week
• Networks: DISH, DirecTV, Cable TV, Digital Streaming
• Airtimes: Prime Airing Wednesday 8pm EST

TUNE IN!

WEDNESDAY’S 8:00 PM EST

JANUARY-JUNE 2020

Hosted by:“At this point in my life, I truly enjoy 
spending time in the outdoors whenever I 
can. This is a great opportunity for me to 
meet some outstanding land stewards on 
their own turf, plus help promote these 
amazing properties across the country.  
To say I’m excited about all of this, is an 

understatement!
~Brett Favre

Only On

(406) 682-3363 | 105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729 | WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

Pete Hodgson, owner   406-290-3463

Project Management

Turn-Key New Construction

Sub-Contracting

Finish Carpentry

Log/Timber Construction

Architectural Steel Work

P.O. Box 1612  Ennis, MT 59729  ·  MVConstructionMT@gmail.com

Mountain-view-construction-LLC.business.site

      @MOUNTAIN VIEW CONSTRUCTION AND WOODWORKING

           @MOUNT VIEW CONSTRUCTION

Ennis Rodeo Association 
Annual Stockholders Meeting

January 15 at 6 p.m.

Alley Bistro

RUBY VALLEY FEEDS
Jonathan Ashcraft
P. O. Box 301
2269 HWY 41 S.
Twin Bridges, MT 59754
C: 406-596-3475
E: terranovamt@outlook.com

www.rubyvalleyfeeds.com

WINTERFEST 2020WINTERFEST 2020
Yet another fun winter celebration in Virginia City! See more about who makes it all 

happen on page A5 with the Volunteer Spotlight.

Log-sawing contest, 
firehose rolling contest and 

broomball! 
PHOTOS BY ERIN LEONARD
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600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725  TOP 20 CAH WINNER

Your Top Priority deserves one 
of the nation’s Top Hospitals

•  Acute Inpatient Care 
(with Hospitalist Expertise)

• Behavioral Health
• Cancer Care
• Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab
•  Diagnostic Imaging (CT, MRI, Ultrasound, 

Nuclear Medicine, Mammography, Bone 
Densitometry, Radiography, Fluoroscopy)

• Emergency Services 24/7
• Family Clinic
• Gynecology
• Health Improvement Program
• Home Health & Hospice
• Internal Medicine Clinic
• Laboratory

•  Obstetric & Newborn Care 
(Epidural Service)

•   Pharmacist-run Clinics 
(Coumadin, Heart Failure, Hypertension, 
Asthma, Medication Management)

• Sleep Studies
•  Surgery (General, Orthopedic, Urology, 

Podiatry, Gynecology, Ophthalmology)
•  Transitional Care (skilled restorative 

& rehabilitative care)
•  Therapy (Physical, Occupational,  

Speech & Language Pathology,  
Sports Medicine, Athletic Training)

• Walk-in Clinic

www.barretthospital.org   |   406-683-1188

406-682-4290 | www.eraarrow.com

Stay a week...or a lifetime ®

219 Main Street | Ennis, MT 59729
Donald Bowen

581-2991
Toni Bowen

570-9233
Debbie Richardson
Offi ce Coordinator

Robyn Erlenbush
Broker/Owner

Spring WorkshopsSpring Workshops

REGISTER AT WWW.ENNIS-ECE.ORG OR CALL 406-682-4258

ClassesClasses
OPEN SEWING & QUILTING ǀ MONDAYS 

5-8PM 

 EVENING SLOW FLOW YOGA
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS ǀ 5-6:15PM

 PAINTED LANDSCAPES
MONDAYS ǀ 6-7:30PM

 FLY TYING ǀ MONDAYS | 6PM-8PM 

  BEGINNING LEATHERWORKING
 TUESDAYS ǀ 6-8PM 

 LINE DANCING THROUGH THE DECADES
TUESDAYS ǀ 6-8PM 

 BEGINNING WELDING
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS ǀ 6-9PM 

 SNOWFLAKE QUILT CLASS
WEDNESDAYS | 5-8PM

 OPEN KNITTING | WEDNESDAYS
6-8PM

 FUR CRAFTING | WEDNESDAYS |7-8PM 

 YOGA FOR BEGINNERS | THURSDAYS 
|5:30-6:30PM

 BEGINNERS’ CLAY AND WHEEL 
THROWING ǀ THURSDAYS ǀ 6-8:30PM 

INTERMEDIATE PICKLE BALL 
SATURDAYS, 9-11AM 

WorkshopsWorkshops
 BEGINNING BUDGET AND 

BOOKKEEPING WITH SHEETS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 | 10AM-12PM 

 INFANT, CHILD, ADULT CPR, FIRST AID & 
AED | SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 | 9-1PM 

 MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION 
WORKSHOP | SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

 BAKING THE CLASSICS | TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 28 | 5-7PM 

 MAPPING AND ORIENTEERING IN THE 
SNOW| SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1

9AM-3PM

 FEED A BIRD: A GUIDE TO BIRD 
FEEDING AND BIRD FEEDERS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 | 6:30-8:30PM 

 MODELING WITH WOOL- WOOLY ANIMAL 
NEEDLE FELTING WORKSHOP

 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 | 9-3PM

 METRO RINGS SEWING WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 | 9-4PM

 PAINTING WITH WOOL – NEEDLE FELT A 
PICTURE OF A FOX

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 | 9-3PM

 DYEING WITH PLANTS WORKSHOP| 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 | 10AM-3PM

 GETTING REAL 
SATURDAY, MARCH 7

9AM-3PM 

ECE Winter Session 
Registration opens January 2nd, 2020

Classes and Workshops start January 13th through March 7th 

SPACE LIMITED IN SOME 
CLASSES REGISTER NOW!

Exceptional December at Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Center

Submitted by GAIL NELSON

The month of December 
has been truly exceptional 
here at Tobacco Root Moun-
tains Care Center.  All of 
the Christmas decorations 
and holiday music really got 
us in the holiday spirit. We 
celebrated with family and 
friends on Dec. 14 during our 
annual Christmas party and 
raff le. Everyone really enjoyed 

the special presentation of 
Christmas carols sang by our 
resident choir. This presen-
tation put together by the 
activities department and was 
the beginning of a wonderful 
party. The buffet provided by 
the dietary department was 
out of this world, especially 
the desert (yummy cheese-
cake).  Then Santa showed up 
spreading good cheer to every-
one.  Thank you to everyone 

that joined us and made this a 
super special day.

The Ruby Valley Boys and 
Barb Wire were here on the 
19th to share in the cele-
brating of the holidays. They 
sang traditional Christmas 
carols along with the “always 
wonderful” country music that 
they perform. The residents 
and staff had a blast dancing 
and singing along. All enjoyed 
the afternoon. 

We had an extra special 
surprise on the afternoon of 
the 20th.  Santa’s elves came 
bearing gifts for all. Lynda, 
Linda and Tammy from the 
Madison County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice came to visit, and brought 
gifts that were put together by 
the employees of the Madison 
County Sheriff 's Office, DES 
and Ennis PD.  Not only did 
they bring gifts for every resi-
dent but they also brought two 

giant boxes of art supplies and 
much more for all to enjoy. 
The three women walked up 
and down the halls spreading 
cheer and delivering gifts to 
everyone. It was unexpected 
and exciting for our residents. 
Some cried tears of joy and 
others laughed in excitement. 
We thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts.  Our residents 
are still talking about the gen-
erosity of this wonderful visit. 

On Christmas morning, every 
resident came out to a gift 
from Santa and a handmade 
card from the Twin Bridges 
first grade class. 
This was a truly wonderful 
holiday season for the resi-
dents here at Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Center and 
we thank everyone for their 
time and generosity.
Onward and upward to a new 
year and a new decade!!!

Scholarship available
Submitted by the 
VIRGINIA CITY PRESERVATION ALLIANCE

The Virginia City Preservation Alliance has 
created a scholarship program for Madison Coun-

ty students in grade 12, including those participat-
ing in an equivalent home-school experience.

Students must submit an original paper related 
to the development and history of Virginia City 
and Alder Gulch communities. Topics may in-

clude: biographical profiles, businesses, fraternal 
organizations and societies, cultural life, historic 
buildings and/or family history of Virginia City 
and/or Alder Gulch residents. Papers, with a 
completed scholarship application form, must be 

submitted by March 1, 2020.
For more information, or to obtain a scholar-

ship application form, student should contact their 
school counselor or call 1-800-829-2969 #6 and 
leave a message.
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SPORTS
Swooping victories

Twin Bridges boys' basketball

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Falcons massively outscored their competition this weekend.
The Twin Bridges boys’ basketball team defeated the Trojans in Drummond on Jan. 3. 
“I was proud of the boys to come out with 10 days off for the break and really grind out a good win,” 

Twin Bridge head coach Josh Keller said. 
The Falcons’ defense showed up in Drummond with 25 defensive rebounds, six blocks and 22 steals. 

Junior Matt Kaiser was a major contributor to the Falcons’ success. He led in points and capitalized on 
eight rebound points during the game. Charlie Kruer was not far behind Kaiser, earning the Falcons 15 
points.

Kruer went on to lead the Falcons in points against Sheridan Saturday. He put up 21 points on the 
score board in the first half including a crowd erupting dunk. 

“Sheridan was a game I wanted the guys to really learn how to focus and come out fast,” Keller said.  
The Falcons had a 54 percent shooting rate including seven three pointers. Twin Bridges worked well 

under the net. They owned the lane lines of their home court. 
Kaiser made the majority of shots he went for. He had an 86 percent shot rate against the Panthers. 

Mirroring his game from the day before, Kaiser scored off eight rebounds.
The Falcons will host the Whitehall Trojans on Friday, Jan. 10 and Lone Peak on Saturday, Jan. 11. 

Ladies of the Ruby Valley faceoff. Falcon Ashely Guinanne faces Sheridan Panther Brooke Grow in 
Saturday night’s game. 
PHOTO COURTESY SUNNY HARMON

Conference games for the Panthers

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Panthers started the new year with a loss against the Ennis Mustangs Jan. 3. The Panthers played 
at home and finished every quarter in the lead. Hartson Van Houton racked up 16 points, mostly with 
three-pointers. Van Houton carried Sheridan in points against Ennis.

Kaden Batzler was a strong contributor in both games. Batzler played the majority of both games, 
leading in two-pointers against Ennis and total points against Twin Bridges. 

The Falcons defeated the Panthers in Twin Bridges by 30 points on Saturday. The Falcons dominated 
the court, allowing few opportunities for the Panthers to score. Sheridan travels to Drummond Jan. 10 to 
play the Trojans.

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Panthers could not make it happen against the Mustangs Jan. 3. The first quarter ended scoreless 
for the Sheridan girls. Caitlyn Galiger accumulated the most points for the Panthers. She scored all of 
her points in the second half. The Panthers stepped up to the free throwline seven times, making only 
three of the 14 baskets. 

The Panthers take on the Trojans in Drummond Jan. 10.

Jan. 3
Sheridan Panthers: 	
0     7     12    Final: 14
Ennis Mustangs: 	
13   26	 38   Final: 47

POINTS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Caitlyn 
Galiger
Individual total: 4

2-POINTERS
Team total: 4
Individual leader: Brooke 
Grow/ Tina Hill/ Desaray 
Tipton/ Caitlyn Galiger
Individual total: 1

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Faith 
Larsen
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 21% 
success rate

Jan. 4
Sheridan Panthers: 	
5    11	 17   Final: 22
Twin Bridges Falcons: 		
                     Final: 56

POINTS
Team total: 22
Individual leader: Tina Hill
Individual total: 5

2-POINTERS
Team total: 8
Individual leader: Tina Hill/ 
Desaray Tipton/ Caitlyn 
Galiger
Individual total: 2

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Faith 
Larsen
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 23% 
success rate

MORE SPORTS ON A10

Jan. 3
Sheridan Panthers: 	
14    30	 47    Final: 58
Ennis Mustangs: 	
15    32	 51     Final: 73

POINTS
Team total: 58
Individual leader: Hartson 
Van Houton
Individual total: 16

2-POINTERS
Team total: 19
Individual leader: Kaden 
Batzler
Individual total: 6

3-POINTERS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Hartson 
Van Houton
Individual total: 4

FREE THROWS: 45% suc-
cess rate
Jan. 4
Sheridan Panthers: 	
4   9    11     Final: 14	
Twin Bridges Falcons: 	
31   53   68    Final: 74	 	
		

POINTS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Kaden 

Batzier
Individual total: 8

2-POINTERS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Kaden 
Batzier
Individual total: 4

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Jason 
Chisholm
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 33% suc-
cess rate

Sheridan boys' basketball Sheridan girls' basketball 

Jan. 3
Twin Bridges Falcons: 
16     32     49      Final: 62
Drummond Trojans: 	
10     12	    17      Final: 26

POINTS
Team total: 62
Individual leader: Matt 
Kaiser
Individual total: 18

2-POINTERS
Team total: 19
Individual leader: Matt 
Kaiser
Individual total: 8

3-POINTERS

Team total: 3
Individual leader: Bryce 
Nye/ Charlie Kruer/ Tate 
Smith
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 60% suc-
cess rate

Jan. 4
Twin Bridges Falcons: 
31    53	 68     Final: 74
Sheridan Panthers: 	
4       9	 11     Final: 14

POINTS
Team total: 74
Individual leader: Charlie 

Kruer
Individual total: 24

2-POINTERS
Team total: 23
Individual leader: Charlie 
Kruer
Individual total: 5

3-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Charlie 
Kruer
Individual total: 4

FREE THROWS: 70% suc-
cess rate

Panthers Kaden Batzler (L) and Cole Hill (R) defend against Falcon Zayne Carter.
PHOTO COURTESY SUNNY HARMON
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YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

A question frequently asked 
by your customers. 

Sell your service, your 
business or your product! 

This is your opportunity to 
provide your current and future 
customers with accurate, valuable 
information about your business.

Something new about your business you would like to 
promote? This is a great way to do accomplish that, too.  
Don’t miss your chance to secure this platform for your 
area of expertise.  

Call 682-7755 
or email sales@madisoniannews.com 

to reserve this space!

Q:
A:

Your 
Photo 
Here 

YOUR EXPERTISE

Your Business name   •   XXX-XXX-XXXX
Your Name, Your Title

Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each 
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail 
us at info@madisoniannews.com.

Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of 
decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our 

“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information 
on  topics important to you.

Ask theExpert

Ask theExpert

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Why should I invest in 
advertising?

Not advertising is like winking 
at a girl in the dark. You know 
what you are doing – but no one 

else does. 

Advertising turns the light on – it lets 
people know you are out there and that 
you want their business. 

Advertising reminds existing customers about you and brings new 
people in the door. Sure, networking is great and important, as 
is signage, location, social media, and customer service, word of 
mouth... But, advertising is the route with potentially the biggest 
payoff. 

Why should you advertise in The Madisonian?
Our readership is up over 30%. We reach more area residents 
and visitors than any other local media. Contact us today to find 
out how our print and online advertising solutions can help your 
business thrive!

Q:

The madisonian  •   406-682-7755
GET RESULTS!

A:

ADVERTISING

Contact us at 
406.682.7755 
or info@madisoniannews.com

REAL ESTATE

Berkshire haThawaY  •   (406) 698-0853
Nicholette Picken

I want to sell my home. My Real 
Estate agent gave me a suggested 
list price. I would like more for my 

property.  Now what?

Q:

A: Consider this:
Market value is the estimated price 
at which your property would be sold 

on the open market between a willing buyer 
and a willing seller under all conditions for a 
fair sale.
Your agent is trying to get you as much as possible for your home, while 
pricing it competitively in the market to give you the best chance at a 
sale. Be careful not to insist on overpricing. Pricing your home too high – 
because you paid a certain amount for it, or because of sentimental value – 
is a sure way to stall the successful sale of your property.  Buyers don’t care 
that you need X amount from your home because you’re buying elsewhere. 
A buyer cares about paying fair market value. Trust your agent’s knowledge 
of the current market, and everyone wins!

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

 BIRDING

wild Birds unlimiTed   •   406-219-2066
Debi Naccarto, Owner

Fun Facts on Winter Nutrition
Bird feeders can be an important food source 
during winter. When severe weather impacts wild 
food supplies, some species of birds will turn to 
feeders a critical food resource. It is during these 
times that feeders play their most vital role. If a 
storm is of long duration or extreme impact, a 
feeding station may mean the difference between 
life and death for these birds.
There is no evidence that birds using feeders will 
alter their seasonal feeding habits when switching 
between seeds, insects and fruit.
Studies show that birds do not become dependent on bird feeders. Research studies 
on Black-capped Chickadees have shown that only 20-25% of its diet will come 
from using feeders, the rest still comes from natural sources-even in winter.
Birds usually eat a quantity of food necessary to satisfy their energy needs, their 
food intake fluctuates with environmental temperature, their activity level, and the 
energy concentration of the diet.
Have you noticed how ravenously the birds eat at your bird feeders, especially first 
thing in the morning and just before dusk? They are stoking their internal heater to 
get the day started and replenish fat reserves for another cold night.
So keep those feeders filled and have yourself a great Holiday Season! 

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

INSURANCE

The agencY insurance division   •   406-682-4202
Ty Moline, Agent

Why is a Directors and Officers 
(D&O) policy needed for a non 

- profit?

D&O, in its most basic form, 
is a last line of defense for 

nonprofit organizations. The policy 
helps organizations and their leaders—
board members, presidents, or CFOs—
manage defense costs should they be 
faced with a suit. Even if the claim is 
unfounded, they still need to defend themselves in court, and fees 
can be costly. Having an insurance policy that will provide an 
organization and its leaders with the coverage for defense bills in 
its time of need is key.
 
Learn more at agencyinsdiv.com

Q:

A:

   HEALTH CARE

ruBY valleY clinics
Dr. Roman Hendrickson, MD

I’m considering healthy resolutions 
for the New Year. Is sleep really an 

essential factor for better health? 
Q:

Absolutely! Sleep deprivation 
increases levels of anxiety and 

depression. It also increases the risk of high 
blood pressure, stroke, heart disease, breast 
cancer, and diabetes. Insufficient sleep 
impairs cognition and is a leading factor in 
obesity. One week of sleep deprivation (less 
than six hours) alters the activity of “clock genes” with proteins that control 
our circadian rhythms which affects sleep, wakefulness, body temperature, 
heart activity, hormones, metabolism and other functions. 
Follow good sleep hygiene such as banning the computer or television from 
the bedroom, limiting evening screen time, and instituting a relaxing pre-bed 
routine at the same time every night. There are many beneficial sleep hygiene 
practices. 
A New Year’s resolution to keep a regular 7-8 hour sleep schedule will make a 
significant difference in your health, especially when combined with exercise, 
a healthy diet and reduced alcohol consumption.

A:

sheridan   842-5056  •  Twin Bridges   684-5546

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Have you been taught to move 
correctly? 

Each and every day, we get out of 
the bed, take steps to and from the 
bathroom, kitchen, walk, work eat and 

sleep.  Is this a habit or is it something that is 
reflexive/automatic?  Reflexive movement is 
like a baby. As a baby, we move freely and react 
to our environment.  This can be an adaptive 
reaction of movement to the world around us. 
Although what choices do we have?  Have we 
been  taught correctly?  Do we mimic/copy 
others? An example of  how and why we move is Goldilocks and the three bears. 
There are three choices of porridge/movement in the story: hot,  warm or cold. 
Do we stretch/move all the way to the end ? Or do you move all the way over to 
the other end of the stretch? Or do you stay in the middle? Do you know your 
middle ground? This choice is a conscious and unconscious awareness. The 
example of  hot and cold  is movement moving to the opposite ends/extremes. 
Warm/middle  is  balance.  If there is not balance in regular life, we tend to 
tip over/fall.  Bending over repetitively   causes a  sore  back. To relate this to 
the human body, eventually you will end up with pain bending too far and not 
enough in the other direction. This wears out joints and adds stiffness in the 
body.  Balance in each joint/body is individualized to each person. One person’s 
posture and needs are not the same. Treatments are individually established and 
developed for  balance in everyday life.

Q:
A:

PHYSICAL THERAPY

ennis PhYsical TheraPY  Pc  •   406-682-3112
Robert (Bob) Sahli, PTATCLAT 

I have trouble sleeping. Can taking 
Melatonin help me get to sleep and 

stay asleep?

Our sleep quality often decreases 
as we age resulting in a longer time 
to get to sleep, decreased total time 

sleeping, and more nighttime awakenings.  
All of these symptoms can result in poor 
health outcomes and quality of life.  You 
may have an insomnia disorder if symptoms 
occur 3 or more times per week and last for 
3 months.
Melatonin is a hormone produced by your pineal gland and is influenced 
by light, with levels peaking in the middle of the night. It plays a role in 
regulating our sleep-wake cycle and it has been shown that secretion of 
this hormone decreases as we age. 
Study results of patients taking Melatonin are mixed; with some showing 
benefit and others little or none.  However, an evaluation of 19 studies 
analyzed together showed that Melatonin modestly reduced the time to 
get to sleep and increased total sleep time.  Recent recommendations are 
to start with an immediate release formulation of the lowest dose possible 
(with a maximum dose of 1 or 2 mg) taken by mouth 1 hour before 
bedtime.  Melatonin is available OTC as a supplement and therefore is 
not approved by the FDA.  Please consult with your health care provider 
before taking Melatonin.

Q:

A:

PHARMACY

mac’s chc PharmacY  •   406-842-7434
Gary Hadley, PharmD, BCGP

How can I recognize suicidal 
thoughts?
Suicide is the most drastic choice 
an individual with mental health 
issues can make. It is critical to 

know how to recognize and identify 
signs that a person may be considering 
suicide. As stated by government data, 
70% of people who commit suicide tell 
someone about their plans or give some 
other type of warning signs. Warning 
signs of suicide may include comments such as: “I’m finished.” “It’s 
all over.” “My family would be better off without me.” “There’s no 
hope for me.”
Always take these signs seriously and never ignore them. 
Professionals can differentiate between someone who has a passing 
thought of suicide and someone who has a plan, means and intent. 
You do not need to know how serious an individual is in order to help 
them. Seek appropriate medical care and call 911 to help keep the 
person safe.
If you have concerns and would like to talk to someone, please call 
Lisa at (406) 670-4546.

Q:
A:

MENTAL HEALTH

(406) 670-4546 
Lisa Brubaker, LCSW
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Mostly cloudy. High 24F. Winds 
SW at 5 to 10 mph.

“The measure 
of who we 
are is what 
we do with 

what we 
have.”

- Vince Lombardi
Mainly cloudy. High 24F. Winds 
SSW at 10 to 15 mph.

Mostly cloudy skies. High 27F. 
Winds SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Mostly sunny skies. High 23F. 
Winds SSW at 10 to 15 mph.

Mostly cloudy skies early. A few 
snow showers developing later in 
the day. High around 25F. Winds 
SW at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of 
snow 30%.

Wildcats defeat two conference teams
Harrison boys take the win in basketball

SPORTS

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Two wins for Harrison boys’ basketball start off the new year.
The Wildcats had home court advantage against Granite Jan. 2. It was anyone’s game entering 

the second half, but Harrison pulled through and took the lead in the third quarter. Cristian Con-
treras and Luke Cima scored 14 points, both leading the Wildcats in points. 

 “It was close for most of the game, but our defense and timely buckets allowed us to pull away 
in the fourth,” Harrison head basketball coach Zach Murphy said. 

Harrison traveled to Lone Peak High School to take on the Big Horns on Saturday. Vern Hom-
ner started the game with a technical foul. He could not resist a dunk in warmup, which referees 
warranted a technical.

Cima again topped the scoreboard for the Wildcats with consistent two-pointers.  Kyle Hom-
ner and Sage Buus each drained a three-pointer, Buus in the first half and Homner in the second 
half. Harrison had a 75 percent success rate at the free throw line, their highest of the season so 
far. 

Next, the Wildcats will battle the Lima Bears at home Jan. 10.

Jan. 2
Harrison Wildcats: 	
14   20	 30     Final: 49
Granite Prospectors: 	
16   20	 24      Final: 32

POINTS
Team total: 49
Individual leader: Cristian 
Contreras/ Luke Cima
Individual total: 14

2-POINTERS
Team total: 20
Individual leader: Luke Cima
Individual total: 7

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Cristian 
Contreras 
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 55% suc-
cess rate

Jan. 3
Harrison Wildcats: 	
7    20	 36     Final: 52
Lone Peak Big Horns: 	
8    15	 23     Final: 39

POINTS
Team total: 52
Individual leader: Luke Cima 

Individual total: 16
2-POINTERS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Luke Cima 
Individual total: 6

3-POINTERS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Kyle Hom-
ner/ Sage Buus
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 75% suc-
cess rate

TECHNICALS: Vern Homner

Two losses for Harrison
Wildcats girls’ basketball fall to conference competitors

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Wildcats lost to the Prospectors in Harrison 
Jan. 2. Granite finished with a single digit lead on 
Harrison. Aleena Bacon lead the Wildcats in points, 
consistently scoring throughout the game. She made a 
three-pointer in each half. 

Dana Lerum can make three-pointers, draining 
three against Granite and two against Lone Peak. Rosie 
Chater fouled out of both games, along with Bacon 
during the second game of the week. With a good 
success rate off the free throw line, Harrison girls did a 
good job capitalizing the easy baskets.

Lerum lead Harrison against the Lone Peak, but 
the Harrison girls could not pull through with a win in 
Lone Peak.

The Lima Bears will come to Harrison to take on 
the Wildcats Jan. 10.

Jan. 2
Harrison Wildcats: 	
8     12	   23	 Final: 36
Granite Prospectors: 		
		  Final: 42

POINTS
Team total: 36
Individual leader: Aleena 
Bacon
Individual total:  14

2-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Lauren 
Cima
Individual total: 3

3-POINTERS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Dana 
Lerum
Individual total: 3

FREE THROWS: 50% 
success rate

Jan. 3
Harrison Wildcats: 	
4       21	   27      Final: 35
Lone Peak Big Horns: 		
		  Final: 52

POINTS
Team total: 35
Individual leader: Dana 

Lerum
Individual total:  19

2-POINTERS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Dana 
Lerum
Individual total: 3

3-POINTERS
Team total: 3
Individual leader: Dana 
Lerum
Individual total: 2

FREE THROWS: 73% suc-
cess rate

The Herd defeats the Panthers
Ennis boys’ basketball take home a win

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Mustangs defeated the Panthers 
in Sheridan Jan. 3. 

It was a close first half with the 
Mustangs leading by only two points. It 
was not until the final quarter that the 
Mustangs solidified their lead on the 
Panthers.

Ian Swanson dominated the court, 
bringing in 31 points for Ennis. 

Jan. 3
Ennis Mustangs:  
15   32	 51    Final: 73
Sheridan Panthers: 
 14   30  47     Final: 58

POINTS
Team total: 73
Individual leader: Ian Swanson
Individual total: 31

2-POINTERS

Team total: 28
Individual leader: Ian Swanson
Individual total: 12

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1

Individual leader: Brand Ostler
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 67% success rate

Wildcat 
senior, Kayley 
Christensen drives 
to the bucket in  
Friday night’s 
game at Lone 
Peak. PHOTO 
COURTESY 
ANDREA 
CHRISTENSEN

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms
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UP NEXT:

raptor 
rescue

A N  O W L  N A M E D  E N N I S
The Knaptons called their 

dad who told them to call the 
Montana Raptor Conserva-
tion Center. Maida and Finley 
were familiar with the Raptor 
Center. The center has done 
demonstrations in the Ennis 
schools before. 

“She (Becky Kean, reha-
bilitation director) told us to 
get the dog kennel and she 
told us to use leather gloves,” 
Maida said. Maida finished 
the remaining two miles of the 
run to get back to their house, 
grabbed their dog kennel and 
her car. Finley stayed behind 
to keep an eye on the owl.

If an injured bird is discov-
ered, Jordan Spyke, director 
of operations at the Raptor 
Center, instructs people to 
call. Someone knowledgeable 
can assist bird rescuers more 
effectively once they know the 
context as each injury varies 
case by case. Maida sent Kean 
a picture of the bird to bring 
her onto the scene, allowing 
her to help more efficiently.

Back on the running loop, 
Finley, with his Kenpo gloves, 
grabbed the owl and put it in 
the dog kennel. “And that was 
kind of cool,” Spyke said with 
a hint of humored impression. 
“Its talons were, like, extremely 
sharp. If I would have not had 
those gloves on, it would have 
been really painful,” Finley 
said.

“With handling raptors, 
you have to be really careful 
with their feet,” Spyke said. 
Raptor’s powerful talons can 
squeeze hard, which is why 
Kean told Maida to grab leath-
er gloves for handling the owl.

The kids hopped in the car 
with the owl they named Ennis 
in the dog kennel and drove 
home. Ennis spent the night 
at the Knapton’s. The next day 
Maida and Finley’s mother, 
Sunni, took the owl to the 
center. 

“When I dropped him off, 
the gal that took him in was 
kind of like, ‘we’ll see how he 
does,’” Sunni said, which did 
not instill much confidence. 

Ennis exhibited a frac-
tured radius, or essentially the 
wrist bone of the bird. Spyke 
described it as an aligned 
fracture, which allowed them 
to simply wrap the wing in 
a sling and let it heal on its 
own. Typically, with this type 
of injury, the center would do 
surgery and insert a titanium 
pin, unnecessary for this owl.

The Knaptons also learned 
that Ennis was a long-eared 
owl, unusual in this part of 

Montana. Long-eared owls 
tend to prefer wooded and 
unpopulated areas. Sunni had 
never heard of this type of owl 
before but was familiar with 
the Grey Horned owls in the 
trees by their home.

Ennis’s recovery peri-
od ended up taking about a 
month. Sunni wanted to be 
able to tell their adventure 
as a happy story but was not 
sure what to expect after the 
uncertainty that lingered after 
dropping Ennis off.

“He slept in our guest 
room! We know him!” Sunni 
said. Kean would send Maida 
updates about Ennis’s progress. 

The family was invested in the 
process and the outcome.

On the Winter Solstice, 
Sunni was able to tell her 
happy story. “Long-eared owls 
are super cool birds, so it was 
good to release it and send it 
back to where it was from,” 
Spyke said.

The Knapton siblings 
played a good Samaritan role 
that day in November. They 
acted responsibly and took 
time out of their run to help a 
struggling creature. “It made 
me feel like the work really 
meant something,” Finley said. 
“It felt like you did something 
good,” Maida echoed.

Finley, grateful for his leather Kenpos, about to put 
Ennis in the dog kennel. PHOTO COURTESY OF MAIDA 
KNAPTON

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

On a fall day in November, Maida and 
Finley Knapton were out on a five-mile 
loop run. They were going back through the 
rodeo grounds when their dog discovered 
an injured owl hopping around with what 
seemed to be a broken wing.

The x-ray of Ennis and his fractured radius. Spyke said about 200 
birds per year are brought in with similar injuries. PHOTO COURTESY 
OF MONTANA RAPTOR CONSERVATION CENTER

A happy ending. “With that bird, we drove it back down to Ennis. 
We always contact the people and then we just open the cage door,” 

Spyke said. PHOTO COURTESY OF MONTANA 
RAPTOR CONSERVATION CENTER

The raptor rescuers, Maida and Finley. PHOTO COURTESY SUNNI KNAPTON
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MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Dreading a dental visit? 

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

321 Madison Street
Sheridan, MT
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5 tips for getting the most out of it
Submitted by 

Ashley Pontius 
prnewswire.com

 

Many people would 
just as soon avoid 
scheduling a 

dental appointment, unless an 
unbearable toothache lands 
them reluctantly in the den-
tist’s chair.

 Fear of pain is one reason 
for procrastination, but it’s 
not the only factor. People 
worry a routine checkup could 
reveal the need for expensive, 
major work. Wary patients 
also sometimes harbor doubts 
about whether a costly proce-
dure is even necessary.

 But patients can put 
themselves at ease and get the 
most out of their dental visit 
by fully vetting their dentist 
and learning how to weigh 
options, says Dr. Rick Mars 
(www.dentalcaregroup.net), 

author of The Big Smile: The 
Principles of Modern Dentist-
ry – for Dentists and Patients.

 “Many dentists don’t do 
a good job of educating their 
patients and communicating 
with them,” Dr. Mars says, 
“and most patients don’t do 
a good enough job educating 
themselves. We have a saying 
in dentistry that if you put 
10 dentists in a room with a 
single patient, they will come 
up with 10 different treatment 
plans.

 “But the great thing about 
dentistry is the multitude of 
creative solutions available to 
patients. You need to ask the 
right questions to make sure 
you understand the treatment 
options.”

 Dr. Mars offers these tips 
for finding the right dental 
treatment at a fair price:
 Educate yourself and listen 
when your dentist educates. 

“The worst thing that can hap-
pen is that you don’t get the 
treatment you need and some-
thing disastrous happens,” Dr. 
Mars says. “The second worst 
thing that can happen is that 
you do get treatment, but you 
didn’t actually need it. Taking 
an active role means you not 
only do your own research 
and get a second opinion, but 
you also listen carefully to 
your doctor when your doctor 
educates you.”
 Read online reviews with a 
critical eye. “The internet can 
be very helpful when you’re 
vetting a new dentist, but 
there’s also a lot of misinfor-
mation out there with patients’ 
reviews,” Dr. Mars says. “In 
today’s world, patients wield 
power like they never previ-
ously had. In general, people 
who bother to write reviews 
are disgruntled and want 
recourse and even revenge. 

On the other hand, numerous 
positive reviews, ideally from 
people you know who were 
treated by that dentist, can add 
up to a trustworthy referral.”
 Interview your dentist and 
their team. “You can ask them 
how many times they’ve done 
a certain procedure and even 
ask to see photos of their 
cases,” Dr. Mars says. “It may 
require a specialist rather than 
a general dentist. And find 
out why they charge what they 
charge.”
 Get an honest second 
opinion. “Even though you 
trust your dentist, you might 
hear a treatment plan that 
just doesn’t sit well with you,” 
Dr. Mars says. “Get a copy of 
your radiographs from your 
current dentist to take to your 
second-opinion dentist. Never 
show the second dentist your 
treatment plan until they give 
their final suggestions.”

 Ask to see the results of your 
dental investment. “Rather 
than limit your evaluation of 
your dentist to time, cost, or 
customer service, think about 
your dental work like you 
consider mechanical work to 
your car,” Dr. Mars says. “After 
treatment, dentists can and 
should show you radiographs 
of your teeth and point out the 
details proving your problem 
is fixed.”

 “If you’ve done your 
homework,” Dr. Mars says, 
“your dentist, whether a gen-
eral practitioner or a special-
ist, should leave no room for 
doubt that you’re in the right 
place.”

 
About Dr. Rick Mars, DDS

 Dr. Rick Mars (www.den-
talcaregroup.net) is a general 
dentist and the author of The 
Big Smile: The Principles of 
Modern Dentistry – for Den-

tists and Patients. Dr. Mars 
has practiced patient-centered 
dentistry in the Miami area for 
over 25 years. Dr. Mars is an 
Invisalign® Elite Provider and 
has lectured internationally on 
Invisalign for over a decade. 
While he practices family 
dentistry, he also places an 
emphasis on cosmetic den-
tistry. Dr. Mars was voted one 
of America’s Top Dentists for 
Invisalign, Cosmetic, and Im-
plant Dentistry by Consumers’ 
Research Council of America, 
has been named Invisalign’s 
GP Faculty Member of the 
Year and was also awarded the 
distinction of Master Faculty 
at the Annual Invisalign Fac-
ulty Meeting in New Orleans. 
He  attended Emory Univer-
sity for his undergraduate 
education and Georgetown 
University School of Dentistry 
for his Doctorate of Dental 
Surgery.

Submitted by NEWS IN HEALTH

Is the long, cold winter getting 
you down? For people with seasonal 
affective disorder (SAD), the change in 
seasons brings on a form of depression. 
Most often, it begins in late fall or early 
winter each year and goes away in the 
spring and summer. Common signs of 
SAD include low energy, overeating, 
and sleeping too much.

If you have SAD, there are several 
things you can do. Try to be active and 
exercise. Spend time with other peo-
ple and confide in a trusted friend or 
relative. Medications like antidepres-
sants and psychotherapy can also help. 
Some people may find relief through 
complementary health approaches, like 
light therapy. Using an ultrabright light 
box each day may help replace the natu-
ral sunlight you’re missing during the 
winter. Light boxes give off light that’s 
about 20 times brighter than ordinary 
lighting. 

Some studies support a form of talk 
therapy adapted for SAD. This type of 
cognitive behavioral therapy focuses 
on replacing negative thoughts with 
positive ones. You may also be asked to 
identify activities you enjoy.

A few small studies suggest that 
supplements like St. John’s wort and 
melatonin may help with SAD. But 
experts caution that St. John’s wort can 
interact with many medications. And 
melatonin may improve sleep for some 
people with SAD, but it’s not known if 
long-term use is safe.

If you’re experiencing SAD, talk 
with your doctor to come up with a 
plan to feel better.

Treating Seasonal Affective Disorder
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COMMODITY INSITE:  THE GREAT GRAIN ROBBERY OF 70’S V.S TODAY  by Jerry Welch

In the decade of the ‘70’s, 
grain prices rose sharply be-
cause of two main events. First, 
what is now called the, Great 
Grain Robbery. Second, was a 
series of weather issues that pro-
vided a tail-wind for prices that 
lasted into the ‘80’s. According 
to Wikipedia, “The Great Grain 
Robbery was the July, 1972 pur-
chase of 10 million tons of Unit-
ed States grain (mainly wheat 
and corn) by the Soviet Union at 
subsidized prices, which result-
ed in higher grain prices in the 
United States. Grain prices soon 
reached 125-year highs in Chi-
cago. In a 10-month span, soy-
beans went from $3.31 to $12.90 
a bushel. Food prices around the 
world rose 50% in 1973.”

In essence, the grain com-
plex and the U.S. agriculture 
markets were hit with a one-two 
punch in the gut in the ‘70’s. 
First, was unexpected demand 

from the Soviet Union and sec-
ond was several crop disasters 
brought about by Mother Na-
ture. Historically, there was no 
other period in American histo-
ry that faced such fundamental 
challenges. However, we may be 
facing something similar if Chi-
na and the U.S. strike a trade 
deal with China committed to 
buy $40 billion worth of U.S. 
ag-products a year for several 
years. And, if climate change 
impacts crop yields and produc-
tion anywhere on the globe, we 
may be looking at history simply 
repeating itself.

With but a few days left 
in 2019 and the decade of the 
“twenty-tens”, the following 
headlines caught my attention 
from the Huffingtonpost.com, 
entitled, “2019 Was The Year 
The World Burned.” The arti-
cle stated, “Wildfires burned 
around the world this year from 

Australia, the Amazon and 
California. These forest blazes 
are part of nature but climate 
change is making them more 
frequent and more intense.”

Here are a few statements 
from the article above that are 
sobering. “Australia...had the 
hottest day on record with an 
average maximum temperature 
across the country of 107.4 de-
grees Fahrenheit.” “Seven of 
California’s 10 most destructive 
fires have happened in the last 
four years.” Annual rains are 
coming later and later, while 
hot, dry winds have helped 
whip up fires.” “The Amazon 
saw more than 80,000 forest 
fires this year, an increase of 
75% from 2018.” “This is not an 
isolated event,” a campaigner at 
Greenpeace Lebanon, told The 
Ecologist, “as 2019 has been a 
year of unprecedented forest 
fires from Siberia to the Ama-

zon, from the Canary Islands to 
Indonesia, sending clear signals 
that our planet is burning and it 
is time to act like it.”

And from my weekly column 
in October entitled, “ Dodging 
A Bullet In 2020.” Over the past 
few decades, there were three 
years with horrible weather dev-
astating  crops that led to higher 
prices. Those years were 1983, 
the drought year of 1988 and 
f lood year of 1993. And do not 
forget the U.S. planting season 
this year was so rain soaked, 
and worse than 1993, the corn 
and soybean crops were the 
most delayed seeded in history.” 

“Recently, the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration showed May, 2019 to be 
the fourth warmest May in their 
140 year database, only behind 
May 2015 (second warmest), 
2016 (warmest) and 2017 (third 
warmest) and 2018 (fourth 

warmest). The 20 hottest years 
on record have all occurred 
within the past 22 years. And 
the past five years in a row have 
been the hottest and warmest 
back-to-back years in history as 
well. “

“I fear, 2020 will be hot and 
dry year the likes of which has 
not been seen in years. The U.S. 
is long overdue for drought-like 
weather conditions to impact 
the grain and livestock markets. 
The U.S. has dodged a bullet 
the past five years amid record 
setting heat that simply did not 
sear the Grain Belt in the key 
growing months of July and Au-
gust. I doubt grain producers 
will be so lucky in 2020.” 

In November,  New York Fed 
executive vice president Kevin 
Stiroh warned in prepared re-
marks, “that climate change - 
not, say, asset bubbles created by 
his employer - is a major threat 

that risk managers can’t ig-
nore.” I cannot agree more with 
Mr. Stiroh. In particular, once a 
trade deal with China is signed 
which is unexpected demand.

In the new year and new de-
cade ahead, the odds are high 
that weather issues will play a 
major role in determining the 
values of food stuffs in the U.S. 
and across the globe. What I am 
seeing, hearing and believing is 
that history is on the verge of re-
peating itself similar to the early 
‘70’s, following the Great Grain 
Robbery that kept a bid under 
the agriculture markets well 
into the ‘80’s. 

My advice to U.S. farmers 
and ranchers? Be financially 
prepared for what lies ahead. 
Do not be left behind. Get the 
best and most reliable counsel 
available. There is no substitute 
for timely and accurate infor-
mation.

columns
This, Our Valley A CIVIL PATH

By Keith Axberg

I like people with depth, I like 
people with emotion, I like people 
with a strong mind, an interesting 
mind, a twisted mind, and also 
that can make me smile. Abbey 
Lee Kershaw

We have embarked on a new 
year, and it is officially referred to 
as an election year. I cringe be-
cause much of the past three years 
in America has been so acrimoni-
ous as to fatigue even the stoutest 
of hearts.

I am pleased as punch that I 
am not a political analyst or pun-
dit. I have the privilege of writing 
on matters of life and faith. There 
may not be a whole lot of depth or 
meat in what I have to say, but if 

the lions starve on the floor of the 
Coliseum, I’m not going to cry.

It seems strange that so many 
people say they yearn for peace 
and harmony (an intersection of 
two hallways at a nearby nursing 
facility, by the way) while simul-
taneously hoisting their flags and 
rattling their sabers. Although 
modern light sabers are more giv-
en to humming than rattling, the 
effect is the same: dread.

Dread. One letter more than 
Dead. It’s not that far off, is it?

I was speaking to a friend of 
mine who happens to fall on a sec-
tion of the political spectrum out-
side my own sphere of influence, 
but we get along fine. How?

To start with, we don’t call 
each other names. Labels are fine if 

they’re affixed to cupboards so one 
can find the plates or the drawers 
with the silverware, but they aren’t 
as helpful when dealing with peo-
ple. For one thing, labels are often 
wrong.

The story is told of a woman 
who frequented a high-end cloth-
ing store. The store would open 
early or stay open late in order 
to cater to her whims. She would 
phone ahead, and the manager in 
the clothing department would 
pre-select items she was sure the 
woman would be interested in 
buying, and she would remove 
the proper labels and replace them 
with Size 2. No matter what the 
mirror told the customer, she was 
convinced she was a size 2, and 
had the labels to prove it!

No, people are far more com-
plex than labels, so we honor one 
another by ignoring the labels we 
might be tempted to use, and actu-
ally talk to one another.

It is our church’s tradition (and 
calling) to “respect the dignity of 
every person.” I’m pretty sure that 
comes from the Bible, whether it is 
a direct quote or not. While Jesus 
may have argued with his enemies 
(and we do have enemies in life), 
his challenge to them was always 
to “be better than that.” Again, 
that’s not a direct quote, but I am 
sure it is an accurate reflection of 
what was in his heart at the time. 

There are people whose deci-
sions and actions clearly violate 
the tenets of their faith. Mine 
sure do. None of us is perfect, and 

while I would love to think myself 
rational and reasonable and one 
who mostly pleases God with the 
things I say or do, I suspect I fall 
short of that ideal, and I have no 
doubt there are folks who could 
find plenty of evidence to bear wit-
ness to my shortcomings.

So the second thing that en-
ables civil discourse is having a 
sense of humility when offering 
our thoughts: I think I am right, 
but I could be wrong. Let’s talk 
about it. That’s called conversa-
tion. We talk. 

If my friend and I debate, it is 
with minds open to hearing what 
the other has to say. Each of us has 
a story. Each has experiences that 
help to shape our perspectives, so 
we respect the dignity of the other 

by honest listening.
My hope as we move forward 

into 2020 is that we will each find 
ways to build one another up. Even 
when we are most distressed by 
what we see or hear on the news, 
know that it is barely a blip on eter-
nity’s radar. If a butterfly flapping 
its wings in Beijing can cause the 
sun to shine in NYC in the place 
of rain, our little acts of civility can 
surely move the needle of grace far 
beyond what we might otherwise 
imagine.

That’s my hope and prayer for 
2020 in this, our valley. Peace!

Keith Axberg writes on matters 
concerning life and faith. He can be 
reached at kfaxberg@gmail.com.
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

THEME: MOVIE CHARACTERS

ACROSS
1. CuraÁao neighbor
6. Lungful
9. Not on a rolling stone
13. British unemployment checks
14. Schiller’s famous poem, e.g.
15. “Will comply” in radio commu-
nication
16. Opposite of liability
17. Napoleon Bonaparte or Louis 
Vuitton, e.g.
18. Embedded design
19. *Teen with telescopic powers
21. *Adventurous professor with 
fear of snakes
23. *He played it in “Casablanca”
24. Sign of escape
25. Steampunk decoration
28. Thanksgiving tubers
30. Fear of flying, e.g.
35. Bun baker
37. “CliffsNotes,” e.g.
39. Bound by oath
40. Nay, to a baby
41. Bread spreads
43. *She takes on PG&E
44. Sacrificial spot
46. Wedding promise?
47. Not yet final
48. Eats between meals
50. Blood-related problem
52. Ship pronoun
53. Diamond’s corner
55. Be obliged
57. Name before X
61. *Orphan who wanted more gruel
64. Love between AbÈlard and 
HÈloÔse

65. Pitching stat
67. Nostrils, anatomically speaking
69. Pine
70. Fleur-de-____
71. Novelist Wharton
72. *Adopted orphan of Green 
Gables
73. Auction set
74. Like a disreputable neighbor-
hood

DOWN
1. Palindromic title
2. CISC alternative
3. *Female Superman foe alongside 
General Zod
4. Afrikaners’ ancestors
5. Off course

6. First-rate
7. Nuptial agreement
8. Version of a song
9. Mr. Bean’s ride
10. Paella pot
11. Diagnostic test
12. Bean that rhymes with Goya
15. Distance from side to side, pl.
20. Insect in adult stage
22. Tiny bite
24. Most vital part
25. *A barbarian
26. Convex molding
27. Ladies and ____, for short

29. *a.k.a. The Mayor of Castro 
Street

31. *Hutch actor in 2004’s “Starsky 
& Hutch”
32. *Famous Frankenstein portrayer
33. Like Michael Collins
34. *One of Miss Hannigan’s orphans
36. *Russell Crowe’s Biblical role
38. ____ of the trade
42. Bar seat
45. Type of realistic baby doll
49. *Pizzeria owner in “Do the Right 
Thing”
51. Strings

54. Olfactory sensation
56. Avoid
57. Poet Angelou
58. Flock’s affirmation
59. Bank’s provision
60. Dry or salt
61. Brewer’s kiln
62. Great Lake
63. Retired, shortened
66. Spanish river
68. Like a wallflower

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

HELP WANTED

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

For Rent:  professional office 
space in Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. 
Includes common area confer-
ence room, utilities, and other 
amenities. $285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844

SERVICES

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

OROR send a text
596-7003596-7003

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Patient Coordinator. Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

WANTED

Start an In-Demand Career 
in the Tech Industry

Become a Full Stack Web Developer
Dawson Community College’s 

Full Stack Web Development program is
Hands-on      Industry-focused

Immersive      Affordable

Contact us today to learn more!
406-377-9400      www.dawson.edu/coding

Now enrolling! 

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Maintenance Manager. 

Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

OPEN

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Backroad Antiques is 
Open For Business!

Hwy. 287 W. between 
D&D Auto and the bowling alley 

in Ennis. 
Winter Hours: 

Fri & Sat, 
11 am - 4 pm

2006 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-
636R Sportbike for free It is 
in excellent condition 100% 

mechanically. 
If interested pls contact: 
parololazrus@gmail.com

FREE

HEY YOU!
The Madisonian in Ennis, 

Mont., is currently seeking 
a CIRCULATION MANAGER/

OFFICE ASSISTANT.
The position is responsible 

for delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. 

PT /FT is negotiable for the 
right candidate.

To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at 

eleonard@madisoniannews.com 
or stop in at 

65 N MT HWY 287 in Ennis.

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

Small house for rent in Pony.
Short or long term. Furnished.

Loft sleeping.
Kitchen and shower, W/D.

Call 685-3530

Wanted! A house to purchase in
Ennis or within 10 miles. 

Minimum
of 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths,

1990 or newer and mountain
views. Minor repairs will be 

considered.
May pay up to $220,000

CASH for the right house. Send
pictures and call or text info to

715-210-8913.

When you clean, drain & dry 
your watercraft and fishing gear, 

Thank you. you help protect 
Montana’s water.

WATER USERSBOATERS ANGLERS

CleanDrainDryMT.com

Montana Department of Revenue 
Job Opportunity!!!!! Benefits, 
Alternative Work Schedules 
available & NO Weekends 

Residential Appraiser Position 
# 19142994 Ennis, Montana 
$35,677 - $36,874/yr DOQ 

Posting closes December 20, 
2019 To apply for these job 
posting, please see: http://

statecareers.mt.gov/

OFFICE FOR RENT 
Existing business with spacious 
office for rent in Ennis. Includes 
parking, reception, conference 
room and secretarial staff. Call 

Paul at 581-7878.

MASSAGE THERAPIST - 
TWIN BRIDGES

406-792-5200
Tangles Salon

Available Mon-Sat by 
appointment

$45/hr
Ask for Mary!
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Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
 
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Deputy Sheriff, Madison County Sheriff’s Office, Virginia City-Full-time $23.47 hourly; and 
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response. 

 
 
 

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 
Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  

                             
  (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (01.08.20) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #274
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #275
POSITION OPEN- Scobey 
Golf Clubhouse Manager, 

Scobey, Montana. Full-time 
seasonal position from April 1 
through October 31. For more 

information please contact 
scobeygolfcourse@nemont.net

Ad #283
FINALLY! CABINS FEVERS 

ANTIQUES FAIR!!! Helena 
Civic Center January 11th-12th. 
Opens 10am. $5.00 for weekend. 

Dealers-5 states, furniture, 
lighting, art, jewelry, primitive, 

repurposed. Don’t miss it!

Ad #262
DISPERSION SALE: ALL OUR 

BLACK COWS/ bred black 
(approx. 60- 65 head). Calving 
last week of March for 60 days. 

Make offer. (406) 567-2428.

Ad #272
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running

Bi-Monthly routes. Actively 

seeking Coyotes, Heavy Cats, 
Fox, Deer/Elkhides and Antler. 

Coyote market exceptional. (308) 
750-0700. www.petskafur.net

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can see 

that classified advertising works! 
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 
the small investment of $149. Call 

and email us today to see how 
you can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

BBHHHHSSMMTT..CCOOMM  
EENNNNIISS::  440066..668822..55000022
SSHHEERRIIDDAANN::  440066..884422..55665500  
TTWWIINN  BBRRIIDDGGEESS::  440066..668844..55668866

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

HHOORRSSEE  PPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS

PlentyPlenty OF ROOM  OF ROOM 
FOR EVERYONE!FOR EVERYONE!

• 100± acres adjacent to State Land 
• Modest duplex and remodeled cottage
• 1± mile of O’Dell Spring Creek

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155     

O’DELL CREEK, ENNIS
$2,600,000 | #330673

• Stunning Montana Horse Property
• 2,822± sf home on 21± irrigated acres
• Garage, shop, multiple corrals, loafing shed

Michelle
VanDyke 

broker
406.684.5686

3891 MT HWY 287, TWIN BRIDGES
$579,000 | #341091

• 20± acres w/outstanding recreational oppor. 
• Excellent hunting & horseback riding areas 
• Close to NFS

Ron
Gay

sales associate
406.596.5000        

SPORTSMAN’S PARADISE, CAMERON
$102,000 | #331001

• Outstanding horse property!
• 2 bd, 2 ba manufactured home
• Indoor arena, barn, stalls, hay storage, round pen

Sarah
Weitz

sales associate
406.925.2260  

3 & 5 VIEW LANE, ENNIS 
$599,000 | #337042

• Custom country home on 12.107± irrigated acres
• 1,150± feet of Alder Gulch Creek frontage
• 2,095± sf, 3 bd, 2 ba home w/round pen & chicken coop

Frank
Colwell 

broker
406.596.1076 

270 RUBY ROAD, SHERIDAN 
$550,000 | #340848

• 80± acres bordering NFS 
• Plenty of room for your horses! 
• Several great building sites! 

Jonathan
Nutt 

managing broker
406.599.4128      

CONT. DIVIDE RANCH, CAMERON 
$599,900 | #333665
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
JANUARY 9, 2020

INVITATION TO BID
The Sheridan Fire Department is selling 2 
vehicles. These items will sell to the highest 
bidder over the reserve price. Bid Item 1. 
1969-1970 Chevy Fire Truck No Reserve Bid 
Item 2. 1989 GMC Fire Truck 1000-gallon 
tank 1250 GPM passed pump certification 
last year, generator included – reserve 
price $14,500 All bids must be sealed and 
shall be marked clearly on the outside of 
the envelope the Bid Item Number for which 
vehicle they are bidding. Sealed offers must 
be received at the office of Town of Sheridan 
by 4:00 on January 13th, 2010. Offers will be 
opened and read aloud on Monday, January 
13th, 2020 during the Council Meeting. 
Please contact Ben Hitchcock at 660-2488 
for questions
(Pub. JAN. 2, 9, 2020) 
TOWN OF SHERIDAN
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF JERALD L. NYHART, 
Deceased. 
Probate No. DP-19-27 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed personal 
representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to John Warren, Attorney at Law, P. O. Box 
28, Dillon, Montana 59725, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court. I declare 
under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct DATED December 3, 2019. 
/s/ Sandy Nyhart
Personal Representative Personal 
Representative’s Attorney John Warren P. 
O. Box 28 Dillon, Montana 59725
(Pub. JAN 9, 16, 23, 2020) 
JOHN WARREN
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
SHARON LEE CASE, 
Deceased. 
Cause No.: DP-29-2019-31 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. Claims must 
either be mailed to William Innis, Personal 
Representative, c/o Kruer Law Firm, P.C., 
P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 59749, return 
receipt requested or filed with the Clerk of the 
above Court. Dated this 2 day of JANUARY, 
2020. I declare under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the state of Montana that 
the foregoing is accurate and complete to the 
best of my knowledge and belief.	
/S/ STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER	
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub. JAN 9, 16, 23, 2020) 
KRUER
MNAXLP

PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Madison County Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. 
during their regular meeting on Tuesday, 
January 21, 2020, to hear comments on: 
Resolution 6-2020, renaming roadways 
accessing Beaverhead Condominiums 
complex located within properties legally 
described as Beaverhead Condo, S30, T06 
S, R03 E, #1401 THRU #1416 TRACT A & 
B and Beaverhead Condo, S30, T06 S, R03 
E, ACRES 5.84 in Big Sky. The hearing will 
be held at 10:00 a.m. in the Commissioner 
Conference Room at the Madison County 
Administrative Building, 103 W Wallace, 
Virginia City, Montana. Written and/or oral 
comments on the proposed road name 
changes are welcomed. Written comments 
may be sent to the Madison County Planning 
Office by mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, 
MT, 59755; fax to (406) 843-5229; by e-mail 
to planning@madison.mt.gov or they may be 
handed in at the public hearing.
(Pub. NOV 28, 2019, JAN 9, 2020) 
MC PLANNING
MNAXLP

PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board will 
conduct a public hearing on Monday, January 
27, 2020 at 6:15 pm in the Public Meeting 
Room of the Madison County Administrative 
Office Building, 103 W Wallace, Virginia 
City, Montana. The Board will consider the 
agenda item and make a recommendation to 
the Board of County Commissioners who will 
take final action. A request by Lone Mountain 
Land Company on behalf of MB MT 
Acquisition LLC for Preliminary Plat approval 
of Lee’s Pool Subdivision and Planned Unit 
Development (PUD), a 132-unit residential/
commercial development that would divide 
the 233.78-acre subject property into five 
Condo lots, one future development lot, 
and two Open Space lots proposed to be 
developed as follows: Condo Lot 1 (35.60 
acres) - four lodge buildings with 81 units, 
a spa facility, restaurant, and 13 detached 
guest cabins; Condo Lot 2 (14.95 acres) - 
a Ski Lodge, one chairlift terminal, and two 
detached residential condominiums; Condo 
Lot 3 (14.08 acres) - 17 detached residential 
condominiums; Condo Lot 4 (9.19 acres) - 9 
detached residential condominiums; Condo 
Lot 5 (7.57 acres) - 10 detached residential 
condominiums; Lot R (89.72 acres) - to be 
re-divided and developed in the future; 
Open Space A (40.40 acres); Open Space 
B (9.91 acres). Accessed from Jack Creek 
Road via Lone Mountain Trail and Moonlight 
Trail, the subdivision would be served by an 
extension of existing public water and sewer 
services operated by Moonlight Basin Water 
& Sewer LLC. The proposed PUD regards a 
requested modification to standards outlined 
in Section IV-B-1(c)(3) of the Madison 
County Subdivision Regulations, to reduce 
the applicable construction setback from 
onsite waterways from 100-ft to 40-ft.. 
Located within the Moonlight Basin Overall 
Development Plan area, the subject property 
is legally described as Tract A1 of Certificate 
of Survey 2508 in the NE1/4, SE1/4, SW1/4 
& NW1/4 of Section 12, Township 6 South, 
Range 2 East, P.M.M., Madison County, 
Montana. Comments should be received 
by 3:00 p.m. on January 27, 2020, and may 
be sent to the Madison County Planning 
Board by: Mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, 

Montana, 59755; Fax to (406) 843-5229; or 
E-mail to planning@madisoncountymt.gov. 
Verbal or written comments may also be 
given at the public hearing. The preliminary 
plat and supplemental information pertaining 
to this proposed subdivision is available 
for review at: •	 Madison County 
Planning Department, 103 W. Wallace, 
Virginia City; •	 Madison Valley 
Library, 210 West Main Street, Ennis; •	
Big Sky Fire Department, Station 1, 650 
Rainbow Trout Run, Big Sky Call (406) 843-
5250 for more information. Darlene Tussing, 
President, Madison County Planning Board
(Pub. JAN 9, 16, 2020) 
MC PLANNING
MNAXLP

BUDGET AMENDMENT PROC-
LAMATION SHERIDAN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #5 MADISON COUNTY
At a regular meeting of the board of trustees 
of School District No. 5, Madison County, 
Montana, held November 12, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Sheridan School Charles B. 
Murray Media Center, the following resolution 
was introduced: WHEREAS, the trustees 
of School District No. 5, Madison County, 
Montana, have made a determination that as 
a result of unanticipated enrollment increase, 
the district’s budget for the Elementary 
General Fund does not provide sufficient 
financing to properly maintain and support 
the district for the entire current school 
fiscal year; and WHEREAS, the trustees 
have determined that an amendment to 
the Elementary General Fund Budget in 
the amount of $38,745.39 is necessary 
under the provision of Section 20-9-161 
(1), MCA; for the purpose of unanticipated 
enrollment increase and WHEREAS, 
the anticipated source of financing the 
budget amendment expenditures shall 
be Elementary General Fund Reserves; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Board of Trustees of School District No. 
5, Madison County, Montana, proclaims a 
need for an amendment to the Elementary 
General Fund Budget for fiscal year 2020 
in the amount of $38,745.39 under Section 
20-9-161(1), MCA for the purpose identified 
above, and; BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that the Board of Trustees of School District 
No. 5, Madison County, Montana, will meet at 
7:00 p.m. at the Sheridan School CB Murray 
Media Center, 105 Madison Street, Sheridan, 
Montana, on January 14, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
for the purpose of considering and adopting 
the budget amendment.
(Pub. JAN 9, 2020) 
ENNIS SCHOOL
MNAXLP

DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY RESO-
LUTION
WHEREAS, Section 20-6-604, Montana 
Code Annotated, provides in pertinent 
part: (1) Whenever the trustees of a district 
determine that a site, building, or any other 
real or personal property of the district is or 
is about to become abandoned, obsolete, 
undesirable, or unsuitable for the school 
purposes of the district, the trustees may sell 
or otherwise dispose of the real or personal 
property. If a decision to sell or dispose of 
property is made, the trustees shall adopt a 
resolution to sell or otherwise dispose of the 
district real or personal property because it is 
or is about to become abandoned, obsolete, 
undesirable, or unsuitable for the school 

purposes of the district. (2) The resolution 
may not become effective for 14 days after 
the notice required in subsection (3) is 
made. (3) The trustees shall provide notice 
of the resolution in the manner required for 
school elections in 20-20-204. WHEREAS, 
pursuant to Section 20-6-604, Montana 
Code Annotated, the Board of Trustees of 
Sheridan School District No. 5, has found 
that the former Robber’s Roost School Site 
is obsolete, undesirable, or unsuitable for 
school purposes; WHEREAS, the site of the 
former Robber’s Roost School was deeded 
Robber’s Roost School District in 1884 and 
transferred to the Sheridan School District No. 
5 in 1948 when the Robber’s Roost School 
District was abandoned; WHEREAS, the site 
of the former Robber’s Roost School is now 
within the boundaries of the ranch owned by 
Ruby Habitat Foundation, Inc.; WHEREAS, 
Sheridan School District No. 5 was unaware 
of the location and its ownership of the site 
of the former Robber’s Roost School; NOW, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board 
of Trustees of Sheridan School District No. 
5, shall sell following real property to Ruby 
Habitat Foundation, Inc.: A tract of land 
situation in the SE¼NE¼ of Section 30, 
Township 5 South, Range 4 West, P.M.M., 
Madison County, Montana, more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit: Beginning at the 
¼ section corner between Sections 29 and 
30, in T5S, R4W; thence running North along 
Section line (across stage road) 7.76 chains 
to corner of school lot; thence N38°50’W 
4.00 chains along road to a corner; thence 
N51°10’E 3.22 chains to section line; thence 
South along section line 5.14 chains to place 
of beginning, as previously described in Book 
44, page 154. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
in accordance with District practice and 
as required by Sections 20-6-604 and 20-
20-204, Montana Code Annotated, this 
Resolution shall be posted in three different 
places in the district and published in The 
Madisonian, the newspaper of general 
circulation in the District. BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, the resolution shall become 
effective fourteen (14) days after such 
publication and posting if, in accordance with 
Section 20-6-604, Montana Code Annotated, 
no taxpayer appeals this Resolution prior to 
January 14, 2020, by filing a verified petition 
with the Clerk of the District Court setting 

out in detail the objections to the adoption of 
the Resolution or the disposal of the property 
and serving a copy of such petition upon 
the School District. DATED this 10th day of 
December, 2020. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Sheridan School District No. 5 By WILLIAM 
WOOD
Chairperson of the Board ATTEST: 
REBECCA LARSON 
Clerk of the Board
(Pub. JAN 9, 2020) 
ENNIS SCHOOL
MNAXLP

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

ALFORMONTANA.COM

I’ve appreciated serving our country in the military 
and Montana in the State Legislature. Please keep my 
family in your heart as I “aim high” to serve you in the 
#1 Public Service Office - as Montana’s next Governor!  

Merry Christmas!

Save the date and vote on June 2, 2020!

PARENTHOOD IS AN 
ADVENTURE
SAVING FOR THEIR COLLEGE EDUCATION IS SIMPLE

START SAVING WITH AS LITTLE AS $25 A MONTH

AchieveMontana.com • 1.877.486.9271

For more information about Achieve Montana, download an Enrollment Kit at achievemontana.com or call 
877.486.9271. The Enrollment Kit includes a Program Description that discusses investment objectives, risks, 

charges, expenses, and other important information; read and consider it carefully before investing.

ATTENTION 
SUBSCRIBERS!

JUST A FRIENDLY NOTE 
TO SUBSCRIBERS:

WHEN YOU MOVE OR 
CHANGE YOUR MAILING 

ADDRESS PLEASE LET 
US KNOW HERE AT THE 

MADISONIAN SO WE CAN 
ENSURE TIMELY DELIVERY.

ACTION INC.
Will be holding their ANNUAL BOARD MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2020
At the Emma Park Neighborhood Center

25 West Silver Street, Butte, Montana  59701
Board Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m.

For further information please feel free 
to call Action Inc. at (406) 533-6855

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 30: Sawyers

“Set out from the Kansas river ½ past 4 oClock, proceeded on passed a Small run on the L. S. at ½ Mile a Island on 

the S. S. at 1½ me.    Hills above the upr. pt of Isd. L. S.    a large Sand bar in the middle. Passed a verry bad place 

of water, the Sturn of the Boat Struck a moveing Sand & turned within 6 Inches of a large Sawyer, if the Boat had 

Struck the Sawyer, her Bow must have been Knocked off & in Course She must hav Sunk in the Deep water below.” 

—William Clark, June 29, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

The untamed Missouri 
formed a minefield of sawyers 
or snags, dead trees anchored 
to the bottom. Colliding with 
a sawyer could have sunk the 
keelboat and ended the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition at any 
point on the Missouri. The 
rise of steamboat technolo-
gy soon led to a commercial 
boom up the Missouri River, 
but it remained a treacherous 
journey. Between boiler explo-
sions and sawyers, steamboats 
rarely survived for five years. 
An estimated 400 steamboats 
sunk on the Missouri before 
railroads provided a safe and 
economical alternative in the 
late 1800s. 

Navigating today’s chan-
nelized river is vastly easier, 
although it does have its own 
challenges. We hoped to camp 
in the middle of Kansas City 
for easy access to town. Help-
ful folks on the Missouri River 
Paddlers Group on Facebook 
offered eighty comments with 
pros and cons regarding safety 
and legal issues for potential 
camping options near the 
city. With the forecast calling 
for a good day followed by a 
windy day, we opted to paddle 
through Kansas City and catch 
a ride back. 

River angel Bill Fessler 
graciously invited us to camp 
at his recreation cabin down-
stream at Orrick, in spite of 
extensive flood damage there. 
During the height of the flood, 
Bill kayaked through his own 
cabin. Now the water was 
down, and the grass was green, 
yet mucking out the house 
remained a daunting project. 
Nevertheless, Bill fired up the 
barbecue grill and greeted us 
with hamburgers. We enjoyed 
a lovely evening around the 
campfire with Bill and friend 
John.

The Arabia Steamboat 
Museum was a must-see in 
Kansas City as we toured the 

town with Bill. The Arabia 
was headed upstream in 
September of 1856 with 130 
passengers and 220 tons of 
cargo when it hit a sawyer and 
sank. Fortunately, the upper 
decks remained above water, 
allowing rescue of all passen-
gers. Whiskey kegs and other 
cargo on the lower deck were 
swept away with the river, but 
everything in the cargo hold 
was preserved in a watery time 
capsule. The boat continued 
sinking deeper into the muddy 
riverbed for years, until the 
river shifted course, leaving 
the Arabia forty-five feet 
below ground in what later 
became a cornfield.

The approximate location 
was retained over time, but ac-
cessing the ship below ground 
and below the water table 
stymied early recovery efforts. 
In 1988, amateur treasure 
hunters Bob Hawley and sons 
obtained landowner permis-
sion to excavate the Arabia, 
partnering with friends Jerry 
Mackey and David Luttrell on 
the enterprise. The ship itself 
was largely beyond salvage, 
the upper decks having been 
ravaged by the river, but they 
recovered the engine, boilers 
and paddlewheel core. The 
real treasure was the merchan-
dise in the cargo hold, orig-
inally destined for resale in 
frontier towns. 

The team salvaged the 
world’s largest collection of 
pre-civil war artifacts, total-
ing hundreds of thousands 
of items, including saws, axe 
heads, hinges, dishes, silver-
ware, beads, and clothing. 
Vegetable fibers, such as 
cotton, degraded over time, 
but animal proteins, such as 
leather and wool, survived in 
like-new condition. Although 
the team intended to sell the 
artifacts, they were inspired 
by the treasure trove to create 
the Arabia Steamboat Museum 
and keep the collection togeth-
er. Thirty years after excava-
tion, the family-run operation 

is still cleaning and preserving 
artifacts for display.

Driving through Kansas 
City, we stopped in a forest 
park to shake some wild per-
simmon trees, easily identified 
by their dark, cubical bark. 
Four small persimmons fell 
to the ground; three were still 
firm and astringent tasting, 
the fourth mushy and sweet.

Rolling back the wheel of 
time, we toured Fort Osage 
National Historic Landmark 
downriver at Sibley, Missouri. 
William Clark noted the bluff 
overlooking the river in 1804, 
returned from the Pacific 
Ocean in 1806, then led a team 
back to establish Fort Osage as 
a trading post in 1808. 

The U.S. government ran 
a series of trading posts like 
Fort Osage to undersell private 
traders who charged Indians 
extortive prices and often sold 
alcohol, inflaming relations on 
the frontier. The town of Sib-
ley was named after George C. 
Sibley who ran the profitable 
operation for the government. 

The reconstructed paddlewheel of the steamboat Arabia turns in the museum lobby.

The cargo hold of the steamboat Arabia was filled with merchandise headed to frontier towns.

Pet of the Week

We wish you a blessed and 
Happy Mew Year.   Sure 

hoping and purraying it will bring 
my brother and I a new forever 
home.  We’ve been here since our 
dad passed away in 2018.   We are 
well taken care of but it just isn’t 
the same as having our own family 

you know.  We would 
really  love to stay 
together, but could go 
separately.  Purrease 
call Misty at 439-
1405 and ask for us.  
We will be eternally 
grateful.  Trista

. . . . . ..Because it’s time 
to meet your match

Trista

(406)684-5831

M  untain ViewVeterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewVeterinary
Kristie.mt@haydenoutdoors.com

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH

“Now, if thou wishest to know
the true remedy which will heal
man from all sickness and will

give him the health of the divine
kingdom, know that it is the

precepts and teachings of God.
Focus thine 

attention upon them.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street · Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please call 

at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

Thursday January 9 – Chicken caesar Wraps, chips, 
dessert - “Red Hat Ladies”
Friday, January 10 – Sloppy joes, potato salad, dessert 
- Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, January13 – BLT cobb salad, roll, dessert - 
Mahjong @ 1 p.m.
Tuesday January 14 – Steak fajitas, rice, beans, 
dessert - Pan at 12:45 p.m.
Wednesday January15 – Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, 
dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday, January 16 – Ham & bean soup, corn muffin, 
dessert - “Happy Birthday”
Friday, January 17 – Baked fish, rice, veggies, dessert - 
Pinochle, at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday, January 9 - Chicken pot pie, dessert
Tuesday, January 14 - Fish & chips, dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Wed, January  8 - Pork pancit, edamame-corn-carrot 
salad
Friday, January 10 -  Lasagna,garlic toast, green salad, 
cheesecake
Monday, January 13 - Chicken burrito skillet, salad,  
pudding

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

Fort Osage was abandoned in 1822 as 
the Osage Indians ceded land and migrat-
ed west ahead of white settlement. The site 
was rediscovered by archaeologists in the 
1940s and subsequently rebuilt based on the 
foundations, aided by surveys and drawings 
produced by William Clark.

Back at Bill Fessler’s house, we were 
joined by Bill Nichols of the Sierra Club, 
who brought barbecue dinner with him. Bill 
recently led a group on a week-long canoe 
trip down the Jefferson River Canoe Trail in 
Montana, one of the three rivers that come 
together to form the Missouri. Bill provided 
a detailed break-down of their experiences 
and challenges and an estimate of the tourist 
dollars the group contributed to the Mon-
tana economy.  From Lewis and Clark to 
the Steamboat Arabia to newfound friends 
around the campfire, we are all connected by 
the great Missouri River.

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, Montana. He 
is the author of Green Prosperity: Quit Your 
Job, Live Your Dreams. Go to www.Elpel.info 
to learn more about Tom’s books, the Missouri 
River Corps of Rediscovery, and the expedition 
fundraiser for the Jefferson River Canoe Trail.
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at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 1/10

SAT 1/11

SUN 1/12

RAVEN ROSHI
ROCK/ALTERNATIVE/INDIE
 ROD MORRISON
ACOUSTIC ROCK/AMERICANA

TODD GREEN
ACOUSTIC ECLECTIC

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (PG)A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (PG)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Knives Out: Clue Murder Mystery (PG13), Jumanji: The  Next Level (PG)

PHOTO BY ERIN LEONARD

MONDAYS 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is a 
training session. 

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY
7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY
2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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If you would like to post an 
event on our events website, 

outpostevents.net

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

Happy Holidays
WE WILL BE CLOSED

December 23, 2019 through  
January 15, 2020

Dinner
Thursday- Saturday 5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Sunday 9am to 2pm

Reservations are Recommended
Call Us at 684.5959 for More Information

Mahalo Nui Loa for Your Support in 
2020!Mele Kalikimaka!
Hauoli Makahiki Ho!

Feeling cooped 
up this winter?

Like to play 
pool?

Join us at the 
Ennis Pool League 

Meeting
Jan 12  |  6:30pm

LONGBRANCH SALOON

Everyone Welcome!

FRIDAYS DURING FOOTBALL SEASON
5 p.m. 

Virginia City Elks Lodge Friday Night “Happy Hours”
Bring an appetizer to share. Funds go to helping keep the 

Lodge Open.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8

Noon 
Brown Bag Lunch with Butte Historical Memorials

Jim McCarthy, Lindsay Mulcahy, and other board members 
will discuss the history of the “Great Dynamite Explosion of 

January 15, 1895.

9 a.m.
Coffee TALK: Madison County affordable housing survey 

discussion. First American Title Co. in Ennis

6 p.m.
Ruby Valley Brew Trivia Night

Come enjoy trivia every Wednesday night at Ruby Valley 
Brew. Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10

Noon - 3 p.m.  
Pond Hockey Tournament

Annual Hockey Tournament in Virginia City.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11

5 p.m. Live Music at Ruby Valley Brew
Dan “The Harp Man” Henry will be making is way back to the 

amazing small town of Sheridan, Montana to set up for an 
evening of good times, good people, and rockin live music.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 

2 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Senior Center Dance and Social

Live music by Fan Mountain Frog Dogs at the Ennis Senior 
Center. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

6:30 p.m.
Mental Health Support Group

At the Madison Valley Medical Center in Ennis. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15

5:30 p.m.
Jungle Microbes and Ranching in Montana Presentation
Dr. Gary Strobel, PhD, Professor Emeritus Montana State 

University College of Agriculture at the Philanthropy 
Building in Sheridan. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia 
City. Open to all seeking entertainment, intellectual or 

spiritual growth and local culture. To perform, contact Toni 
James for reservations.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28

6:30 p.m.
Mental Health Support Group

At the Madison Valley Medical Center in Ennis. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia 
City. Open to all seeking entertainment, intellectual or 

spiritual growth and local culture. To perform, contact Toni 
James for reservations.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia 
City. Open to all seeking entertainment, intellectual or 

spiritual growth and local culture. To perform, contact Toni 
James for reservations.

SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS

SECOND MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7 p.m. 

Harrison School Board Meeting
Meet at Harrison School.

SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7 p.m. 

Twin Bridges School Board Meeting 
Meet at Twin Bridges School

7 p.m. 
Sheridan School Board Meeting 

Meet at Sheridan School.

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Ennis School Board Meeting
Meet at Ennis School

SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Alder School Board Meeting
Meet at Alder School
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