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FINDING 
COMMON 
GROUND

The Madison River. PHOTO BY ABIGAIL DENNIS

MADISON RIVER REGULATIONS

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

A scoping process is the next step in determining 
new regulations on the Madison River. 

Three petitions, representing six groups, were 
presented to the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Com-
mission at its meeting in Helena Nov. 12. The Commission 
denied all of them, directing FWP to engage the public about 
alternatives in managing the Madison River. 

 “We’ve never been able to get to that point,” FWP 
Spokesman Greg Lemon said.

The Madison River Foundation and Montana sportsmen 
associations including the George Grant Chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited, Skyline Sportsman Association, Anaconda Sportsman Asso-
ciation and the Public Lands Water Access Association presented 
petitions for the Commission to initiate rulemaking on the Madison 
River. 

The Fishing Outfitters Association of Montana, the third petition 
on the meeting’s agenda, agree with introducing certain regulations 
on the river because of overcrowding. Where the perspectives differ 
is to what extent and ways that crowding issues on the Madison 
River will be addressed.

Petitions from the MRF and Montana Sportsmen Association 
groups requested capping the number of permits issued for com-
mercial use, creating non-commercial reaches year-round, setting 

maximum daily-use limits for commercial outfitters, prohibiting 
commercial use on the reach between Greycliff FSA and the con-
f luence with the Jefferson River, prohibiting the use of a vessel or 
f loat tube to gain access to fishing in the wade-only reaches, estab-
lishing a primitive designation for the reach from Greycliff FSA to 
the conf luence with the Jefferson and prohibiting the use of glass 
containers from Quake Lake to the conf luence with the Jefferson.

“As local sportsman, those who enjoy Montana every day, and 
the ones who depend on our state to manage our waters, we are 
frustrated that no regulatory action has been taken on the most 
heavily-used river in the state,” Madison River Foundation Presi-
dent Richard Rohrbaugh said to the Commission in September.

The Fishing Outfitters Association of Montana petition re-

quests rulemaking to establish maximum allowance of trips for all 
special recreation permits at 2019 levels, establish a distribution 
pool of available days for merit-based and new entry applicants, 
loss of unused trip if unused for three years, establish a tier-based 
allocation plan, establish an evaluation plan, establish a Madison 
River Commercial Use Working Group and recommends educa-
tion and etiquette programs along with enforcement recommenda-
tions.

FWP will group these alternatives in their scoping process to 
present to the Commission in the upcoming months. The Com-
mission will then have three options, to deny the petition, initiate 
rulemaking on the petition or deny the petition and choose to pro-
pose rule language other than what is contained in the petition.

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

 Approximately 30 fish were 
killed and property was van-
dalized at the Ennis National 
Fish Hatchery. 

As a result, the Hatchery 
will keep doors locked af-
ter-hours. As of Monday, the 

situation is still under investi-
gation.

Ron Hopper, Acting Hatch-
ery Manager, did not describe 
the event as a break-in, consid-
ering he never felt the need to 
lock the doors before. Hopper 
described the Hatchery as the 
community’s place and wanted 
people to be able to enter the 

Visitors’ Center and view the 
fish at their leisure.

On Monday, Oct. 28, staff 
members went about their 
daily feeding duties and came 
across the damage. “They 
noticed 20-30 fish had been 
killed, and not just killed, they 
were brutally killed,” Hopper 
explained. To accomplish this, 

Ennis National Fish Hatchery deals 
with vandalism

The Ennis National Fish Hatchery operates as a broodstock hatchery, specializing in raising fish to adult 
size and shipping eggs to hatcheries to be raised to a stockable size. PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

Revised Ennis 
Flood Plain

Doors locked

Town Council approves ordinance 
replacement

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis’ f loodplain ordinance was revised in 
regard to establishing special f lood hazard areas.

The revised f loodplain map along Moores 
Creek went into effect Aug. 2019. The revision 
was approved in the town’s ordinance during the 
Ennis Town Council meeting Nov. 14. 

Moores Creek’s culverts were replaced about 
two years ago with much larger pipes. The 

project caused the f loodplain to shrink in a few 
places. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
provides f loodway designation to communities 
as a tool to regulate f loodplain development. The 
2019 FEMA Letter of Map Revision amended the 
2011 FEMA Flood Insurance Study and Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps for Ennis.

All proposed construction and other develop-
ment within special f lood hazard areas require a 
permit, as stated in the ordinance. 

Road closure at Madison Dam
Barn Creek Road will be closed from Trail Creek Trailhead to the Madison Dam powerhouse Mon-

day, Nov. 18 through Friday, Nov. 22, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and again Monday, Nov. 25 through Wednes-
day, Nov. 27, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

The NorthWestern Energy construction project is focused on upgrading the turbine-generators in the 
Madison Dam powerhouse to increase efficiency and become more fish-friendly. The project will contin-
ue into 2021, but road impacts are expected to be short-term.
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Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729

sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
& Adolescents

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Insurance Accepted.

HARDY DRYWALL
FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

596-3137

CORY HARDY,
ENNIS TOWN COUNCIL 

I’m not 

afraid to 

blow the 

whistle!

This ad is paid for by Cory Hardy,
71 Ramshorn Creek Road
Sheridan, MT 59749

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

e-mail: bande@3rivers.net  |  www.bandeconstruction.com

Custom Building & Design

brad bullock 581-4117  |  ken evans 490-2758  |  office 682-7942
p.o. box 1444 Ennis, MT 59729

• Conventional Frame Homes
• Commercial Remodels & Additions

• Hand-crafted Log Homes

All phases of construction, design and consulting

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Owner/Sales/Installation - Rob Blair (406) 539-1440

121 West Main Street, Ennis, MT
Gemcore (waterproof LVT & Hardwood) 

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwoood
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!
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New stop sign placed in front of the school
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Alder School Board dis-
cussed a new stop sign placed 
in front of the school zone, 
policy readings and moving 
the Christmas play to better 
accommodate families with 
children in different schools.

Birkeland provided training 
for Board members this month, 
focusing on what it means to 

be a board member and the 
responsibility of ‘boardsmen-
ship.’ Training will be a part of 
next month’s meeting as well.

Speeding in front of the 
school has been a continuous 
problem, and to help with this, 
a f lashing stop sign with a 
speed indicator and solar panel 
powering capabilities was put 
up.

The Montana School Board 
Association requires occa-

sional review of policies, and 
being a legislation year, new 
polices can be implemented 
and may require revision. The 
first reading of new policies 
happened Thursday night, 
and second or third readings 
will take place, depending on 
whether the policy is brand-
new or not. “The thing about 
policies is you do have to make 
them your own,” Birkeland 
said. Boards have the ability to 

decide whether or not policies 
fit in with the school. 

Teresa Murdoch requested 
the Christmas play be moved 
to Dec. 18 to accommodate 
a scheduling conf lict with 
Sheridan High School, where 
many Alder School children 
have siblings. Looking into the 
future, ski trips will visit Mav-
erick Mountain each Friday in 
January and buses are already 
lined up for the occasion.

HARRISON  SCHOOL

Finding the time
Harrison School adjusts its calendar

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Harrison fourth graders will 
have an additional 15 minutes 
of structured recess each day.

Three days off and three 
half-days were added to the 
Harrison School calendar, 

affecting the required structure 
time for the fourth grade. The 
days off double as snow make-
up days, and the half-days in-
corporate professional training 
opportunities for teachers.

Montana Law mandates a 
minimum of 1,080 hours of 
instruction time for fourth – 

12th grade. 
Unlike the older grades that 

they are grouped with, fourth 
graders have recess. The addi-
tional out-of-school hours set 
them below the state require-
ment. 

Harrison School found the 
hours elsewhere in the fourth-

grade schedule, which was 
approved in the school board 
meeting Nov 11. According to 
Principal Fred Hofman, struc-
tured recess is like an outdoor 
physical education period. The 
extra 15 minutes added to the 
structured time fits the new 
calendar and requirements.

SHERIDAN  SCHOOL

A surprising bit of history dug up
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

The Sheridan School Board 
met on Tuesday, Nov. 12 to 
discuss the successful hire of 
a Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) assistant, an eight-play-
er football team and a history 
tidbit. 

After being on the agenda 
for a couple of months, the 
District was able to hire an FFA 
assistant, Tymbre Stender. “I 
was fairly fired-up about that 
because we do have so many 
kinds involved in the FFA 
program, and there are times 
when we could absolutely use 
that extra help,” Superintendent 
Mike Wetherbee said. He was 
happy to hire someone into that 
position, rather than finding a 
volunteer, to ensure a standard 
be held.

The Board approved the 
eight-man football team 
proposition for next season. 
The team’s head coach gave 
a presentation describing the 
strength of the roster, and 

where the team may be placed 
after adding two players. Most 
likely, this will be in league 
with Twin Bridges, Park City, 
Ennis and West Yellowstone. 
The decision will not be final 
until approval from the Mon-
tana State High School Associ-
ation, the governing body for 
high school sports, is gained.

In regard to the fire alarm 
system upgrade, the grant allo-
cation is still up in the air. Two 
bodies in the county, Sheridan 
and Twin Bridges School Dis-
tricts, applied for the commu-
nity improvement grant. “It’s a 
wide-open thing at this point,” 
Superintendent Wetherbee said, 
and the range for grant distri-
bution is unclear.

Another past agenda item 
revisited involved Ref lex 
Protect, a substance to be used 
in the case of an emergency 
involving hostile or violent in-
dividuals, with a more targeted 
trajectory than pepper spray. 
“We had our Ref lex Protect 
training last week. We had 
about 40 staff members at that 

training. We went through a 
six-hour intruder training and 
then a couple of those hours 
were spent on how to use and 
when to use the Ref lex Protect 
product,” Superintendent Weth-
erbee said.

A bit of history was brought 
up during Tuesday’s meeting 
involving historical property 
and unclear land ownership. A 
piece of the District’s property 
was found on the Woodson 
Ranch during surveys conduct-
ed. This section of land was 
deeded to School District #4 in 
the 1920s and 30s as a part of 
the Robber’s Roost School Dis-
trict, Board clerk Becky Larsen 
explained. Early in Madison 
County’s history, 50-plus school 
districts were active, which 
were consolidated into the 
present five.

“We can’t do anything about 
it right now because we don’t 
have clear ownership of that 
land,” Larsen said. Entities in 
the county are working on find-
ing where the transfer of prop-
erty took place and locating a 

historical deed for the land. The 
District is hoping to label the 
property as obsolete and give 
rights to the Woodson Ranch, 
helping them clean up the land 
title legality. “It’s been more of 
a history lesson than anything,” 
Superintendent Wetherbee said.

“We can’t 
do anything 
about it right 
now because 
we don’t 
have clear 
ownership 
of that land,” 
Larsen, Sheridan 
School Board 
Clerk said.

Madison Valley Public 
Library Code Club

Creating technology opportunities for rural children
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

A computer coding club is 
coming to the Madison Valley 
Public Library.

Knowing code is an ad-
vantage in a workforce that 
increasingly demands a Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics education. But 
access to technology education is 
often limited for rural students 
compared to urban students.

“Our kids deserve as much 
as anyone to have that option,” 
Madison Valley Public Library 
Director Karen Ketchu said. 

A grant that enables small 
and rural libraries to teach 
computer programing skills to 
children ages 8-18 was awarded 
to MVPL Nov. 8. The club will 
begin Jan. 2020.

The Code Club for Small and 

Rural Libraries program is on its 
second cycle of issuing grants to 

explore the feasibility of 
weekly, informal coding pro-
grams at small and rural public 
libraries across the United States. 
Fifty libraries, including three 
in Montana, were selected to 
receive funding for a code club.

Most of Madison County’s 
public schools provide entry 
level coding courses, with the 
exception of Harrison and Alder 
schools. Ennis High School is 
in its first year of offering an 
Introduction to Coding class. 
Sheridan Schools introduced 
Lego Robotics in certain prima-
ry grades three years ago, and 
basic coding has been taught to 
freshman for about four years. 
Twin Bridges Schools have a 
robotics club and incorporate 
basic coding with Project Lead 
the Way, a nonprofit organi-

zation that develops STEM 
curricula for schools. Sheridan 
High School is the one Madi-
son County public school that 
offers a more advanced class that 
involves coding.

A study from Georgetown 
University’s Center on Education 
and the Workforce showed that 
computer and electronic skills 
are in high demand. Computer 
occupations represent a range of 
industry, with 67% of computer 
programing jobs being outside 
of the tech sector. Coding is 
increasingly becoming a skill 
involved in many occupations.

The Institute of Museum 
and Library Services granted 
the North Dakota State Library 
$249,000 to administer the CCS-
RL program for two years. ND-

SL’s technology partner, Prenda, 
provides the web-based software, 
library staff training and ongo-
ing coaching and support. 

Libraries are required to 
have computers, high-speed 
internet and enough space and 
staff/ volunteers. Prior coding 
knowledge is not required of the 
library staff because the software 
leads the learning. Programed 
curriculums teach students how 
to make websites, video games, 
apps, animations and robotics. 
According to the Prenda website, 
the software provides about four 
years’ worth of content. 

“I think it’s important as a 
tool,” Ketchu said. “A more com-
mon advantage, I think that kids 
will have, is it is another tool in 
their toolbox.”

MORE LOCAL NEWS ON PAGE A6
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Pet of the Week

Hi there.  I was found in Madison County and no one claimed 
me. So I got taken care of - my shots, spayed, tested for FIV/

FeLV [neg] and I’m all ready to be adopted and get a loving home 
where I won’t be abandoned again.  I’m young probably only 
about a year old so I have lots of time to give you.  I’m good both 
inside and outside and purrfer both.  I’m a good mouser I think 
- well I had to be to survive before I was found.  Please call Misty 
at 439-1405 and soon.  I’d love to have a family to share purrs 
and loves with.  Prayerfully, Purrza

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Purrza

McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan
Bulk fuel delivery in Madison 

& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**fi shing licenses, bait & tackle**

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 
83 calls for service from Nov. 
10-Nov. 16, 2019.
 

*Please note the 
new physical 
address for our 
office, 5 Placer 
Loop, Virginia 
City as of 9/5/19.  
Thank you!

Madison County 
D I S P AT C H
November 10 - November 16, 2019
In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

November 10, 2019

A dog complaint was made 
in Ennis.
An agency assist was per-
formed in Twin Bridges.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Harrison.
Hazards on the roadway 
were reported in Alder.
Citizens were assisted in 
Ennis and Virginia City.

November 11, 2019

An agency assist was per-
formed in Big Sky.
Suspicious circumstances 
were recorded in Cameron.
A citizen was assisted in 
Alder and Pony.
Medical aid was adminis-
tered in Sheridan.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in McAllister.

November 12, 2019

Medical aid was adminis-
tered in Sheridan.
Accidents occurred in 

McAllister, Twin Bridges and 
Sheridan.
An abandoned vehicle was 
found in Sheridan.
A scam complaint was 
made in Sheridan.

November 13, 2019

A fire call was made in 
Ennis.
Medical aid was adminis-
tered in Sheridan.
Hunting violations were 
reported in Cameron.
A wildlife complaint was 
made in Cameron.
An accident occurred in 
Twin Bridges.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Sheridan.

November 14, 2019

Medical aid was adminis-
tered in Sheridan and Twin 
Bridges.
A traffic complaint was 
made in Cameron.
A hunting violation was 
reported in Cameron.

An animal complaint was 
made in Harrison.
An abandoned vehicle 
was reported in Ennis and 
Sheridan.
Citizens were assisted in 
Sheridan and Twin Bridges.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Ennis.

November 15, 2019

A theft complaint was made 
in Norris.
A dog complaint was made 
in Sheridan.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Ennis.
A hunting violation was 
made in Twin Bridges.
Warrant service was per-
formed in Twin Bridges.
A trespass complaint was 
made in Sheridan.
suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Sheridan.
An accident occurred in 
Alder.

November 16, 2019

A fire call was made in 
Sheridan.
An accident occurred in 
Ennis.
A welfare check was per-
formed in Twin Bridges.

BBHHHHSSMMTT..CCOOMM  
EENNNNIISS::  440066..668822..55000022
SSHHEERRIIDDAANN::  440066..884422..55665500  
TTWWIINN  BBRRIIDDGGEESS::  440066..668844..55668866

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL

EstablishEstablish  YourYour  
BUSINESS TODAY! BUSINESS TODAY! 

• Well-established commercial building 
• 6,066± sf building in 2 spaces 
• Lots of potential! 

Sara
Johnson 

broker
406.570.4249    

119 E. MAIN STREET, ENNIS 
$595,000 | #198378

• Outstanding investment opportunity! 
• No covenants! Could further develop 
• Indoor arena, barn, stalls, hay storage, round pen

Sarah
Weitz

sales associate
406.925.2260  

3 VIEW LANE, ENNIS
$599,000 | #335868

• 2.8± acre commercial lot
• High traffic area
• Endless business opportunities 

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155     

S/T 13 PRAIRIE WAY, ENNIS 
$108,000 | #331525

• Lots of potential 
• Large building 
• Option to purchase inventory separately 

Holly 
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527 

W. WALLACE STREET, VIRGINIA CITY 
$229,900 | #335705

• Great main street property 
• Main street frontage & plenty of parking 
• Lots of room for expansion 

Ron
Gay

sales associate
406.596.5000        

319 E. MAIN STREET, ENNIS 
$550,000 | #333542

• Fully renovated 4,500 sf brick building
• 1bd, 1ba apartment with loft and new kitchen
• Combination of living and retail space

Michelle
VanDyke 

broker
406.684.5686

35 E. BANNACK STREET, DILLON
$470,000 | #328923

various tools, like ice choppers and broken hoe handles, were used by the vandals. Broken hoe han-
dles were found on the ground next to the dead fish.

“Judging by how the fish looked, they must have used the hoes on the fish,” Hopper said. Any-
thing not nailed down to the ground was thrown into the raceways, and glass on the Visitors’ Cen-
ter’s door was broken.

Everything was reported to Sheriff Phil Fortner on Monday, Oct. 28, including a visual of two 
individuals driving a yellow ATV around the property the day before. “It sounds like teenagers or 
someone younger just being malicious,” Sheriff Fortner said.

 “A lot of people are just really shocked and disappointed by this because this is a very rural area, 
and a lot of folks think they can still keep their doors unlocked and their keys in their car,” Hopper 
said.

“It’s just kind of turning a little cold right now without any more leads,” Sheriff Fortner said. He 
hopes to compare evidence gathered to suspect vehicles in order to get a better lead. “That’s about 
all we can hope for at this point.”

“It’s brought awareness to the Hatchery and what we do. There’s always a silver-lining,” Hopper 
pointed out. Six million strains of Rainbow Trout can be found at the Hatchery, along with 20 mil-
lion eyed eggs produced each year.

As a result of the vandalism, doors to both the Visitors’ Center and the runways will be locked at 
closing time. Security cameras will be installed, and Hopper is looking into funding for a security 
system. Putting up a gate at the entrance road in the summer is under consideration.

LOCKED continued FROM A1

The glass on the front door of the Visitors’ Center was vandalized. PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

“They noticed 
20-30 fish had 

been killed, and 
not just killed, 

they were brutally 
killed,” 

Hopper, Acting Hatchery 
Manager,  explained.
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- Madisonian Editorial Policy -

Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers with the 
Editor’s viewpoints on matters of public importance. Guest 

editorials and letters from readers (Letters to the Editor) reflect the 
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

Ruth Luella Croskrey Long
Ocotber 8, 1927- April 22, 2019 opinion

Dear Editor,

We never know when tragedy will befall us.  However, we are blessed to have both hired and volunteer servants ready to respond to 
incidents we alone are incapable of dealing with.  On Nov. 1, our home near Jeffers experienced a “runaway” boiler causing the potential for 
significant damage, or loss, to our home.  Thanks to an aware neighbor, 911 was called and over 10 emergency vehicles responded, including 
firefighters from Virginia City and Harrison.   While we averted what could have been catastrophic, it prompts us to recognize our need to 
support and recognize those who quietly protect us from life’s unexpected calamities.  
 

Bob and Katie Beck 
Ennis

Blessed to have 
emergency support

obituaries
Michael T. Franich

1952 - November 16, 2019

Michael T. Franich, 67, 
loving husband, father and 
grandfather, passed away Sat-
urday, Nov. 16, after a tragic 
accident. Michael was born to 
Mike and Josephine Franich 
in Butte, Montana in 1952,  
graduated from Butte High 
School in 1970 and married 
his high school sweetheart 

Michele in 1973. They had two 
children Micheal (little Mike) 
and Kimberly. Michael was a 
long time trucker and in 1981 
he moved his family to start 
a ranching life in Whitehall, 
Montana. Michael always had 
many irons in the fire and for 
many years he ran the truck-
ing business and ranch simul-
taneously. In the late 90’s he 
branched out to become a T & 
L Pivot dealer. 

He was man of many 
pursuits and in addition to the 
ranching, trucking, and pivot 
business, for a time, he owned 
and operated a local feed store 
in Whitehall.

Unofficially, he was an en-
gineer, an electrician, plumb-
er, mechanic, builder, mentor 
and musician.  A jack of all 
trades and a master of all.  If 
he didn’t know how to do 
something, he learned.  The 
word “can’t” was not allowed 
in his vocabulary.   He loved 

researching a variety of things 
through the internet and 
following online live auctions 
and stock trading. His passion 
and main hobby was taking 
care of family and friends in 
need which he excelled at. 

Michael had a witty and 
unforgettable sense of hu-
mor with a smile that lit up 
a room. In recent years, he 
joked about having five wives 
because he was the go-to guy 
for all of Michelle’s sisters and 
extended family whenever 
they needed help. Fourth of 
July was always a huge effort 
every year as he prepared two 
motor homes, a camper and 
a boat for the annual family 
campout at Georgetown Lake 
and to him worth every bit of 
it. This was the only time he 
took away from his non-stop 
work in the summer. 

His greatest trait was his 
generosity and kindness to 
others. His character was un-

surpassed and he was admired 
by many and he considered 
anyone he met a friend. 

Michael is survived by his 
wife Michele, two children, 
Mike Franich (wife Christy), 
Kimberly Hertin (husband 
Seth), adopted son Nelson 
Yoder, mother Josephine 
Franich, brother Dave Franich 
(Kate), sister Kathy Green 
(Joe), grandson Cruz Franich, 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews, cousins, and other family 
and dear friends. 

He is preceded in death by 
his father Mike, his grand-
parents and numerous special 
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Services and reception 
will be held at the Whitehall 
Community Center, 3 North 
Division Whitehall, Montana 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 
23, 2019. Donations may be 
made in memory of Michael 
Franich to the charity of your 
choice.

Shirley Lee Purcell
August 10, 1939 to November 16, 2019

Shirley passed away No-
vember 16, 2019, in Ennis, 
Montana.

Shirley was born August 
10, 1939, in St. Maries, Idaho, 
to Frank and Margaret Nich-
ols. 

Shirley joined two sisters 
Pat (Tom) Ness and Gwen 
(Cud) Grimm. After the 
passing of her father, Shirley’s 
family moved to Lewiston, 
Idaho where she graduated 
high school in 1957.

Shirley married Bill Purcell 
in 1962.  She became an in-
stant mother to Tim and they 
became a family.  Soon the 
family would grow to include 
Mike, Doug and Susan.

Bill and Shirley moved 
many, many times.  Shirley 
often said she had boxes that 
she moved around for years, 

not knowing what was in them 
but afraid to throw them away 
because of what might be in 
them.  Bill and Shirley lived 
in Idaho, Oregon, Washing-
ton, Wyoming, Louisiana and 
New Mexico, finally settling 
in Montana.  Norris, Montana 
became their forever home in 
2000 where she enjoyed being 
close to her grandkids and 
great grandkids.

Shirley enjoyed crafts but 
embroidery was her favorite. 
She spent hours making bed 
spreads, pillowcases and dish 
towels. She also loved to cook. 
She made goodies for every-
one in town.  Shirley had the 
“gift of gab”, and she never 
met a stranger. Shirley would 

make the trip to Lewiston, 
Idaho when she could to meet 
her classmates for coffee. 

Shirley was preceded in 
death by her parents, a brother 
and a grandson.

Shirley leaves behind 
her husband of 57 years, 
her children Tim (Linda) of 
Evanston, Wyoming, Mike of 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Doug 
of Townsend. Montana and 
Susan ( Tim) Hokanson of 
Norris, Montana, four grand-
children and eight great grand 
children.             

A celebration of life will be 
held on Sunday November 24, 
2019, at 2 pm, in Norris at the 
AMW office.

Linda Murray, age 77, passed away November 13, 2019. Cremation has taken place and a service in West Yellowstone will be held at a 
later date next year. K&L Mortuaries & Crematory of Ennis assisted with arrangements.

Linda Murray

Dear Editor,

As an outfitter and guide on the Madison, I’d like to thank the local business community for their efforts recently advising Fish, Wild-
life, & Parks and helping to defeat the most recent devious attempt by the Madison River Foundation to push through their agenda limiting 
public access to the Upper Madison and demonizing guides and outfitters. There were so many business leaders who traveled to Helena last 
week to speak out about the negative impact such a plan would have to our community as a whole. Although I cannot possibly thank them 
all here, as there was literally a bus load of them, I do want to specifically acknowledge Chris Gentry of Madison Foods for her unwavering 
leadership. We are a close community whose continuance is directly tied to the health of the Madison River, a national treasure. This com-
munity is the Upper Madison River’s greatest ally, and we should be proud of its current robust condition of health while also looking out for 
its future, which I believe we are. Thank you to all the business leaders who have attended meetings and spoken out. I appreciate you all.

Justin Edge
Ennis

This community is the Upper 
Madison River’s greatest ally
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Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
Quinn Diamond, Owner/Office Manager

RE/MAX Mountain Property

Driftwaters Resort – Cameron - $350,000
• 1.272+/- acres • endless commercial opportunities                     

• possible fly shop, recreational vehicle rental • close to 
Madison River, Hebgen Lake • includes 

community water system • power to the lot 
• approx taxes TBD

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Coachman Lane – McAllister - $479,000
• 1.72+/- acres • 4bd, 2ba, 1902 +/- sq ft • open floor 

plan, vaulted ceilings • river rock gas fireplace • beautiful 
lawn featuring mature trees • concrete drive, composite 

decks • custom accents throughout

Sun West Ranch – Cameron - $1,850,000
• 10+/- acres  • 4 bd, 3 ba, 3480 +/¬ sf • gorgeous 
home, 6000’ elevation • luxury ranch living, riding, 
hiking, fishing • equestrian or fly fisherman dream 

property • breathtaking Madison River and Range views 
• 2 bd, 1 ba guest house and garages • gourmet kitchen, 

top of the line appliances

PRICE REDUCED

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

E Main St Unit 2 B – Ennis - $389,000
• 3,380 sq ft • prime location Lone Elk Mall • large display 
windows, stone fireplace • slate entry, barn wood accents • 
wide open 2nd floor, ac, 3/4 bath • office space, previously 

successful gift shop •  approx taxes $ 1,260

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Depot Spur Rd – Ennis - $310,000  
• 21.55+/- acres  • 2 bd, 1ba, 1644 +/- sf • Madison 

Range views, NO COVENANTS • great location, close 
to town • perfect for a business • 5 minutes to hunting, 

fishing, shopping • 480 +/- sf garage , horse friendly • great 
pasture, fenced and cross fenced

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

US Highway 287S - Cameron - $437,000
• 19.72+/- acres • 2 bd, 2.5 ba, 2080 +/- sf • amazing 
Sphinx views, close to Ennis •  newer log home, burled 
log details •  detached garage, drive in drive out doors • 
on demand water heater, stainless appliances • close to 

hunting, fishing, riding, town • approx taxes $ 1,238 per yr

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

37 Missouri View Loop – Toston - $449,900
• 2.27+/-acres • 2bd, 2.5 ba, 1920 +/- sq ft 

• riverfront on the Missouri River • large deck & hot tub 
• low maintenance and utilities • 2 car attached & 

detached garage

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

NEW LISTING

2668 MT Highway 287 – Sheridan - $850,000
• 58.737+/-acres • 3bd, 2 ba, 1768 +/- sq ft • abundant water 

rights • wheel line and flood irrigated hayfields •
 California Creek crosses the property 

• highly productive ground

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Thanksgiving Dinner
OPEN TO ALL THE COMMUNITY.

No reservations required.

November 28, 2019  ·  1 - 3 p.m.
Madison Valley Baptist Church

5050 US Hwy 287 N. Ennis
Looking forward to you joining us 

on Thanksgiving Day!
Shut-ins delivery available: Please call 682-4244 no 
later than Weds., the 27th to make arrangements to 
have a fresh hot meal delivered the 28th early afternoon.

Featuring a 

Children’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas Pageant

Brought to you by
The Ruby Valley Chorale and 

Methodist & Episcopal Churches

THE RUBY VALLEY CHORALE PERFORMS

Because you care
Submitted by 

RACHEL HABERMAN, 
Action Inc.

With your donations to En-
ergy Share last year, you helped 
2,885 Montana families who 
were facing energy emergen-
cies. Causes of these emer-
gencies included unexpected 
expenses, deaths in the family, 
non-working or unsafe heating 
systems, illnesses or injuries, 
domestic abuse situations, and 
loss of employment or reduced 
wages.

None of us are immune to 

these roadblocks in life. Ac-
cording to a GOBankingRates 
2019 survey, 57% of Ameri-
cans have less than $1,000 in 
savings. (https://www.gobank-
ingrates.com/saving-money/
savings-advice/58-of-ameri-
cans-have-less-than-1000-in-
savings/).

That is not much to get 
a household through rough 
times.  Such is the case for 
the types of situations with 
which Energy Share helps. Do 
you remember how severe last 
winter was? A combination of 
vehicle breakdown, plumbing/

sewer issues, high heating bills, 
and the water heater going 
out made it impossible for a 
couple with two children to stay 
current with their home energy 
bill. At a point of desperation, 
they applied for and received 
help through Energy Share and 
were able to keep their heat on.

Energy Share partners with 
the ten Human Resource De-
velopment Councils (HRDCs) 
around the state to deliver ser-
vices. Each HRDC works with 
a local volunteer Energy Share 
Committee to review applica-
tions on a case-by-case basis. 

Depending on the community, 
Local Committee representa-
tion can be from electric co-
operatives, utility companies, 
propane vendors, other social 
services or job training orga-
nizations, churches, and senior 
citizen or low-income advo-
cates. The HRDCs and Local 
Committees are the heartbeat 
of Energy Share.

If you or someone you know 
needs help with their home 
energy bill, please call Action 
Inc. in Butte at 1-800-382-1325 
(https://butteassistancepro-
grams.org/) or Energy Share at 

1-888-779-7589 (https://www.
energysharemt.com/how-to-
apply/). They will also tell you 
about another energy assis-
tance program called LIEAP, 
which might be an even better 
resource depending on your 
situation. Energy Share relies 
on donations to carry out its 
primary purpose of helping 
Montanans who are facing en-
ergy emergencies. One hundred 
percent of private donations are 
used to help someone in need. 
If you would like to be involved 
this way, please visit https://
www.energysharemt.com/do-

nate-now/ or look for a pledge 
card/donation envelope in your 
November utility bill. You can 
also mail a check to Energy 
Share of Montana, PO Box 
5959, Helena, MT 59604-5959.

Tony Flynn, Energy Share 
Board President and North-
Western Energy representative 
on the Board, strongly supports 
Energy Share. “Energy Share 
has helped so many Montanans 
over the years who were facing 
such rough times.

Please help share the 
warmth and if you can, send a 
gift to Energy Share today.”

Veterans Day Tea
Submitted by LAURIE BARTOLETTI

Sheridan School hosted a social for all veterans and their families on Nov. 11, 2019.   The event 
was well attended with almost 70 people present.  Many thanks to the women who created 23 
quilts for those who served during the Vietnam era.  This is the fourth year of awarding Quilts of 
Valor. The goal is to recognize and thank all service members in the Ruby Valley.  Quilts of Valor 
say thank you for your service, sacrifice and valor in serving our nation. Cinnamon rolls from 
Janet Marsh at Shovel and Spoon were enjoyed. If you would like to be included on our mailing 
list, please contact Lacey Hermiston at Sheridan Schools (842-5401).

Diane and Jim Kaatz holding the quilt awarded to Jim for his service. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF LAURI BARTOLETTI
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TOOLS FOR YOUR CHILD’S SUCCESS

In Montana, 
parents want 
what’s best 
for their kids.

ParentingMontana.org has information 
and tools for parents of children at every age.

This product was supported [in part] by CFDA 93.959 from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). 
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of SAMHSA or Health and Human Services.

Forest Service Resource Advisory 
Committees seek projects for grant funding

Submitted by 
LEONA RODREICK, 

Beaverhead-Deerloadge 
National Forest

 The Forest Service an-
nounces that Resource Advi-
sory Committees (RAC) for 
Southwest Montana and Tri 
County are now accepting new 
project proposals.  The applica-

tion deadline is Jan. 6, 2020 and 
the committees have approxi-
mately $460,000 and $325,000 
in project funding to award, 
respectively.

 Projects must benefit 
National Forest System lands 
and ecosystems in one of seven 
counties:  Beaverhead, Jefferson, 
Madison and Silver Bow coun-
ties for the Southwest Montana 

RAC and Deer Lodge, Granite, 
and Powell counties for the Tri 
County RAC.  Projects must 
meet established criteria and 
improve Forest Service lands in 
the following areas: roads and 
trails, infrastructure mainte-
nance, soil and forest ecosystem 
health, watershed restoration, 
maintenance and improvement 
of wildlife and fish habitat, 

control of noxious weeds, and 
re-establishment of native spe-
cies.  At least 50% of all project 
funds are dedicated to restoring 
streams and watersheds or road 
maintenance, decommissioning 
or removal.  Projects may be on 
private land but must show a 
direct benefit to National Forest 
System lands.  

 Project applications and 

instructions are available online 
by visiting the Secure Rural 
Schools Resource Advisory 
Committees page at the Beaver-
head-Deerlodge National Forest 
website http://www.fs.usda.gov/
main/bdnf/workingtogether/
advisorycommittees.

 Projects funded in the past 
include trail reconstruction, 
restoration of historical sites, 

improvement of wildlife habitat, 
treatment of invasive species, 
road improvements, riparian 
restoration and recreational site 
improvements.

 For more information or 
details on submitting a proj-
ect proposal contact RAC 
Coordinator Jeanne Dawson 
at (406)683-3987 or jeanne.
dawson@usda.gov.

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Joe Willauer took the oath of office as Twin Bridges’ mayor Nov. 
12.

The town council concluded its monthly meeting with the 
instatement of a new mayor. Willauer’s seat on the Twin Bridges 
council, which he was elected to in the 2019 municipal general 
elections, is vacant and will be appointed.

The evening’s agenda was rearranged to accommodate the or-
dinance that requires a majority of council members to be present 
to conduct town business. Twin Bridges’ minimum requirement of 
present council members is three. Willauer had to be counted as a 
council member for the meeting’s business to proceed. 

“We asked our attorney,” Twin Bridges’ clerk and treasurer 
Kristi Millhouse said. 

The ballots for 2019 municipal general elections were already 
printed when Twin Bridges’ former mayor, Tom Hyndman, re-
signed half-way through his fourth term. The timing meant that the 
town council would appoint a mayor to finish out Hyndman’s term. 

Willauer will serve as mayor for the remainder term, which ends 
2021. Twin Bridges Town Council is accepting applications for the 
four-year seat on the town council. 

Appointees of Twin Bridges
Council members and 

a new mayor

Joe Willauer takes his oath of office as Twin Bridges’ mayor 
Nov. 12. PHOTO BY HANNAH  KEARSE

JB Klyap takes his oath of office as a Twin Bridges town council member Nov. 
12. PHOTO BY HANNAH  KEARSE
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• Recreational enthusiasts paradise
• Ride or hike out your backyard
• 47 acres of trees, pasture, privacy

SHINING MOUNTAINS I
$159,000  | #340308

(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET ENNIS, MT 59729  |   WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

• Top of the world views
• Fantastic recreational access
• Owner financing

VALLEY VIEW HIGHLANDS
$395,000  | #339848

• Private access to Forest Service
• Great views & seasonal water
• 20 acres behind locked gate

RISING SUN ESTATES
$150,000 | #340036

• 158 acres, Antelope Creek, trees
• Mountain views & elbow room
• Less than an hour to Bozeman

COS 7/1754BA - SEC 34, T1S, R2W
$549,000  | #339926

• Elk, deer & antelope as your neighbor 
• 29 acres with top of the world views
• Owner financing

VALLEY VIEW HIGHLANDS
$185,000 | #340138

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

• 203 acres comprised of 5 platted lots
• Massive mountain views
• Lots of potential for this property

TWIN KNOBS RANCH
$864,900 | #340246

“You don’t just buy a property 
in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  R a n c h  & 
R e c R e a t i o n a l 
R e a l  e s ta t e 

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

The Ennis Lions Club is 
seeking civic-minded men and 
women to join them in making 
a difference in the community. 
The club is hosting an infor-
mation session on Wednesday, 
Nov. 20 for people who want to 
learn more about the club and 
its work.

“Our club gives members an 
opportunity to advance worthy 
causes, serve with friends, and 
become leaders in the commu-
nity. This club means a lot to 
our Lions, but it means so much 

more to the people we serve,” 
said Club President Corinna 
Christensen

The information session will 
be held on November 20 at the 
Ennis Senior Center from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.  The Lions encourage 
the public to come out and learn 
more about the club’s work.

“We want to share the 
great things we’re doing in the 
community, and let others know 
how they can help,” said Lion 
Jim Forsberg of the Ennis Lions 
Membership Committee.

The Lions’ motto is “We 
Serve,” and the Ennis Lions 
Club has lived up to it. For 71 
years, the clubs has provid-
ed services including Vision 
Screening, Ennis Lions Park and 
more.

To learn more about the 
information session, the Ennis 
Lions Club or its service proj-
ects, contact Lion Jim Forsberg 
at 406-596-1513 or Lion Dave 
Hajny at 406-682-4596.

Lions Clubs Internation-
al is the largest service club 

organization in the world. Its 
1.35 million members in more 
than 46,000 clubs are serving 
communities in 207 countries 
and geographical areas around 
the globe. Since 1917, Lions 
clubs have aided the blind 
and visually impaired, cham-
pioned youth initiatives and 
strengthened local communities 
through hands-on service and 
humanitarian projects. For 
more information about Lions 
Clubs International, visit lions-
clubs.org.

Ennis Lions Club invites community 
to join and make a difference

Submitted by CORINNA CHRISTENSEN

Trystan Harmon, senior at Twin Bridges High school, has been named a 2019 Heisman High School 
Scholarship School Winner. As a School Winner, he will move on for the chance to become a State Win-
ner. Trystan is a member of the Honor Society and will be attending Montana Tech this fall, where he is 
planning to major in mining engineering. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF HANNAH REYNOLDS

2019 Heisman High School 
Scholarship Winner
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy early, then some 
snow showers later in the day. 
High 39F. Winds SW at 10 to 15 
mph. Chance of snow 40%.

“Be thankful for 
what you have; 
you’ll end up 
having more. If 
you concentrate 
on what you don’t 
have, you will 
never, ever have 
enough.”

- Oprah Winfrey

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

A few snow showers around in the 
morning, otherwise mostly cloudy. 
High 28F. Winds W at 5 to 10 
mph. Chance of snow 30%. Snow 
accumulations less than one inch.

Sunshine and clouds mixed. High 
42F. Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph.

Sunshine. High near 40F. Winds 
SW at 5 to 10 mph.

Mostly sunny skies. High 32F. 
Winds light and variable.

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com
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ARE YOU AN 
ORGANIZATION THAT 

ADOPTS A FAMILY
FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

APPLY ONLINE AT:
TOWNPUMPFOUNDATION.COM

Deadline to apply is December 3, 2019

We 
invite 
you to 
apply
for a

$500
GRANT!

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Christensen
R e n t a l s

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Ask about the Weekend Rates: Pick up between 1 and 2.
Call for availability!

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Don’t forget Winter!  
Winterize your sprinklers!

We have log splitters and chimney brushes!

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

Call 406-682-7755 or email 
ads@madisoniannews.com 

for more information.
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panorama
November 21, 2019

100-YEAR CELEBRATION AT AMERICAN LEGION POST #89
BY HANNAH KEARSE
new@madisoniannews.com

Chatter in the log cabin 
fell quiet to hear six 
local veterans tell 

their stories of military service.
Sheridan’s American Le-

gion’s Post #89 celebrated its 
100th year with an open house 
Nov. 13. The attendance more 
than doubled expectations. Side 
caps poked from a sea of seated 
people representing a range of 
military service. Friends and 
family sat in between.

“The American Legion 
formed its identity according to 
four primary pillars of advo-
cacy,” committee chairman of 
100th anniversary events, Chris 
Mumme said. “Veterans, de-
fense, youth and Americanism. 
That identity would be forged 
through individual obligation to 
community, state and nation.”

Post #89 Commander, Mike 
Morgan, opened the event 
with a brief history of the post. 
American Legions members 
built the Sheridan post in the 
1930s. Logs from Mill Creek 
wall the Main Street cabin, 
which held about 70 people for 

the first 100-year celebration 
event. During the event, the 
post accepted its 94th member, 
Ken Segar.

“I want to get membership 
to 100 before the end of the 
membership year,” Morgan said. 

With a record amount of 
female members, the post plans 
to increase its focus on improv-
ing representation of woman 
veterans in the Legions and 
Veterans Affairs. One of the 12 
female-members, Carol Braach, 
told stories about her life as a 
nurse in the Navy. 

Braach had never left Mon-
tana before joining the Navy. 
She was stationed at the Naval 
Station in Newport, Rhode Is-
land. Women were not allowed 
on Navy boats in those days. 
She said that she was thank-
ful for the friendships, travel 
and experience from serving. 
According to Braach, about 10 
babies were born every eight-
hour shift at the Naval Station 
Newport. 

“It was practically a baby 
factory,” Braach said. 

Spikes of laughter and awes 
spread through the audience as 
each speaker reflected on dif-

ferent perspectives of military 
service. 

A trumpeter in the Navy’s 
Drum and Bugle Core, Charlie 
Rossiter was one of the speak-
ers at the open house event. 
He played the trumpet in the 
Sheridan High School band and 
went to boot camp after gradu-
ating. When he was discharged, 
he returned to the town that he 
was born in, Sheridan. 

A drill Sargent from Ohio 
stationed at Fort Knox to lead 
basic training, told his story. Jim 
Fordyce, an eight-year resident 
of the valley, described the 
mental aspects of basic train-
ing. With vivid description, 
he brought the audience to a 
training drill where soldiers laid 
on the ground as machine guns 
continuously fired over their 
heads. Some soldiers would 
cling on to structures, physically 
refusing from fear.

“It was better to talk to 
them,” Fordyce said. “Good 
leadership is to get someone to 
do something they didn’t want 
to do and be proud of having 
done it.”

The fourth speaker of the 
night, Dave Dixon, was an 

equipment engineer in the 
army. He was drafted in 1970 
and shipped to Germany. 

“I wouldn’t do it again, but I 
wouldn’t trade it for anything,” 
Dixon said. 

Like most of the speakers, 
Mike Berry’s perspective of mil-
itary service was from the Viet-
nam War. He worked with the 
State Department and Central 
Intelligence Agency in count-
er-insurgency. He specialized in 
controlling the spread of disease 
and learning about cultures. He 
described an attack where they 
had to evacuate 20,000 civilians. 

“It was the worst night of 
my life,” Berry said. “...It was the 
best job I had in my life.” 

Don Snyder spoke about 
being a flight trainer with the 
fighter squadron known as 
the Ghostriders. He had 485 
landings and was a part of 400 
combat missions. According to 
Snyder, his only bullet hole was 
from a child’s .22 caliber rifle in 
Florida. He served in the Navy 
for 30 years and 28 days.

“I took my retirement phys-
ical in the same room I took 
my flight physical more than 28 
years earlier,” Snyder said.

SHERIDAN LISTENS TO HONOR ITS VETERANSSHERIDAN LISTENS TO HONOR ITS VETERANS

CLOCKWISE, STARTING FROM TOP LEFT: 
Billie Sue Ingrem from Sheridan holds an American flag in the crowded room of the American Legion’s post in Sheridan Nov. 13. PHOTO BY HANNAH 
KEARSE

Chris Mumme’s hat captivates the attention of the youngest attendee. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Jim Fordyce speaks at the Sheridan American Legions Post Nov. 13 about his military experience as a drill Sargent. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Carol Braach speaks about her life as a nurse in the Navy. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Attendees of the Open House 100-year Celebration at the Sheridan American Legion’s post chat before the presentations. PHOTO COURTESY CHRIS 
MUMME

Bob Reimard writes a list of Sheridan High Schoolers who attended the veterans’ event. Students received extra credit for attending. PHOTO BY HANNAH 
KEARSE



BE WELL

Would you like to 
advertise in our 

“BE WELL” 

section?
Call us at 682-7755 

and we’ll help 
you out!

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
FLU SHOT CLINICS

WHEN:
Weds., October 9th &  
Weds. October 30th

9 A.M. – 5:30 P.M.

WHERE:
Mac’s CHC Pharmacy
317 Madison, Sheridan

(406)842-7434
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

COVERED BY MOST 
INSURANCES or 

Cash $25

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

 Office Visits
 Well-Woman Exams
 DOT Physicals
 Chiropractic Care

 Acute and Chronic Health Care
 Evaluation and Treatment for Mental Health Issues

 Tele-medicine to off-site specialists

 Well-Child Check-Ups
 Life Insurance Exams
 Sports Physicals
 Osteopathic Care

Accepting most insurance including Medicare & Medicaid
Sliding Scale Payment Program available based on income

Judy Weitzel, PMHNP-BC, will be seeing patients on November 27
in Sheridan, December 19 & 26 in Twin Bridges, and will continue

her normal office schedule in December.  If you or a loved one
needs emotional support through the holidays, Judy is available.

Clinic  |  Emergency Care  |  Radiology 
Pediatrics  |  Rehabilitation

CLINIC  Walk-ins Welcome 
EMERGENCY CARE  Open 24 Hours a Day/Year Round

305 N. Main • Ennis, MT 59729  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

Expert Care  
Small Town Compassion

Bartoletti Dental Welcomes Kaylie Theis to their dental hygiene team.

Kaylie was born and raised in the Ruby Valley.  She received her Dental Hygiene 

degree from University of South Dakota .  She has been practicing in Colorado.

Pictured: Kaylie and husband, Corey, and two sons, Kyler and Caden. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARIA BIELER

Wayne Black of Ennis True Value presents the check from the 10th 

Annual Tent Sale. Accepting on behalf of the Madison Valley Medical 

Center Foundation are (L-R): Joe Dilschneider, Jeff Montag, Ann 

Alsted, Dawn Conklin, Susan Metzger, Dottie Fossel and Wayne 

Black.  Funds were raised to support MVMCF’s mission through sales 

of merchandise, raffle tickets, along with a BBQ lunch with ice cream 

truck and children’s activities. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BAILEY GREENWELL

Welcome 
Kaylie Theis!

Successful 
Tent Sale
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COMMODITY INSITE: THE FED CONCERNED ABOUT THE WEATHER  by Jerry Welch

A few weeks ago in my col-
umn, Dodging A Bullet In 2020,  
I stated in the first sentence of 
the final paragraph the following: 
“American and global agricultur-
al has dodged a bullet regarding 
drought-like conditions for 20 of 
the past 22 years and for 5 of the 
past years in a row. I do not believe 
another bullet can be dodged.” 

This week  I wish to present 
some of the historic weather sce-
narios that unfolded in early 2019 
through and including this week. 
Basically, I am issuing another 
warning about the problems that 
may very well surface in the grow-
ing season of 2020 for U.S. farmers 
and ranchers. I remain concerned 
about the growing season in 2020.

In Feb. 2019, record setting 
weather events were set illustrat-
ing clearly how wild and unpre-

dictable Mother Nature can be 
when She wants to be. The infor-
mation below are my words but 
taken liberally from USA Today, 
in an article from March 2019, the 
title of which is, Freaky February. 
It was a wild, weird month for 
weather, encompassing heat, cold, 
snow and rain.” 

In downtown Los Angeles, the 
temperature never reached 70 de-
grees the entire month, the first 
time that happened in 132 years. 
At the same time, the North Cen-
tral U.S endured brutal weather 
with parts of Montana and South 
Dakota shivering through the 
coldest February since record 
keeping began. Rapid City had 20 
days of subzero temperatures. The 
Northern and Western states saw 
February temperatures average 3.5 
degree below average. 

In the Midwest, most of Wis-
consin, Duluth, Minnesota, Des 
Moines, Iowa and Omaha, Nebras-
ka endured the snowiest February 
in history. In the South, snow was 
not seen but Nashville and Knox-
ville, Tennessee had wettest Feb-
ruary on record. Large parts of 
Mississippi and Alabama also set 
records for wet weather.  

Now, fast forward to the 
Spring of ‘19 and from Wikipedia 
with a title, 2019 Midwestern U.S. 
floods. “The Midwestern United 
States has been experiencing ma-
jor floods since mid-March 2019, 
primarily along the Missouri 
River and its tributaries in Ne-
braska, Missouri, South Dakota, 
Iowa and Kansas. The Mississippi 
River has also seen flooding, al-
though starting later and ending 
earlier. The 2019 January-to-May 

period was the wettest on record 
for the U.S., with multiple severe 
weather outbreaks through May 
in the Midwest, High Plains, and 
South exacerbating the flooding 
and causing additional damage. 
Throughout late May and early 
June, rain in Iowa, Illinois, and 
Missouri caused every site on the 
Mississippi River to record a top-
five crest.” 

And from ABC News, this 
week comes a headline that says 
it all. “Severe Arctic Blast Brings 
Coldest Air To Midwest In De-
cades.” According to the article, 
70% of the U.S. population is ex-
pected to see temperatures at or 
below freezing with 300 weather 
records being broken that are 100 
years old. That was for this week!

However, what really caught 
my attention, causing me more 

angst about the 2020 growing sea-
son is this article from finance.ya-
hoo.com with a title, “Fed Warns 
Climate Change Is Biggest Threat 
To The U.S. Economy.” The second 
paragraph reads, “Speaking at the 
GARP Global Risk Forum, NY 
Fed executive vice president Kev-
in Stiroh warned in his prepared 
remarks that climate change - not, 
say, asset bubbles created by his 
employer - is a major threat that 
risk managers can’t ignore.” 

Mr. Stiroh, goes on to say, “The 
U.S. economy has experienced 
more than $500 billion in direct 
losses over the last five years due 
to climate and weather-related 
events. In addition, climate change 
has significant consequences for 
the U.S. economy and financial 
sector through slowing productiv-
ity growth, asset revaluations and 

sectoral reallocations of business 
activity.” And the same article stat-
ed loud and clear, “In other words, 
it’s only a matter of time before 
the Fed blames the weather for the 
next great, “unexpected” crisis... 
which like the bubbles of 2001 and 
2008 was entirely the Fed’s doing.”

Weeks ago, I expressed con-
cern that grain and livestock pro-
ducers may not,  “dodge a bullet 
in the growing season of 2020.” It 
now seems the U.S. Federal Re-
serve has concerns as well. Not the 
USDA, not the National Weather 
Service, but the Federal Reserve. 
Imagine that for just one moment!

But yours truly and the Fed 
may be wrong about the weather. It 
would not be the first time we were 
both wrong. Then again, we both 
may be right. Only time will tell. 
And of course, Mother Nature. 

Each bite was filled with cinnamon and talk about the glaze.  Ain’t tasted any better in this cow-
boy’s longest days.

I can’t forget the walnuts.  There were more than just a few.  My salivary glands went wild each 
time I chomped a chew.

I shoved the last bite in my mouth.  The rolls were jumbo big.  I wondered, “Should I grab one 
more?  I’d be a doggone pig.”

But then the thought of bathroom scales; I quickly changed my mind.  ‘Cuz when I weighed, they 
spinned so fast I thought they might unwind.

So, I visited the doctor ‘bout my issue with the eats.  He said, “You needn’t worry friend.  Just stay 
away from sweets.”

I’ve never been in prison, but it seems the same to me.  You might as well just lock me up.  No 
sweets!  I sure ain’t free.

My wife interrogated me.  She’s worried about my weight.  I told her that a candy bar was all that 
I had ate.

I promised I would not add to my confectionary toll.  But I didn’t say a word about a Boondocks’ 
cinnamon roll.

It must have been last Saturday. I drove down to the mail.  I flew past Boondocks’ tempting sign. 
“Cinnamon rolls for sale.”

I conjured up a good excuse to purchase one or two.   They are our next-door neighbors.  It’s the 
neighborly thing to do.

I counted out the change then bought my precious cinnamon roll.  So, when it comes to Boon-
docks, well, I lack the self-control.  

I hurried out to my old truck.  This roll would make my day.  And there my wife was waiting.  
Caught red handed, you could say.  

I knew that I was guilty.  Would the roll cause us to fight?  But then she smiled, I heard her say, 
“Ya got an extra bite?”

Boondocks’ cinnamon rollsBoondocks’ cinnamon rolls

columns
Hollowtop Smoke Signals

By Art Kehler

Lately, Harrison has been 
experiencing a veritable ro-
dent invasion.  Certainly, the 
town’s residents were not un-
duly alarmed when mice began 
moving into their homes as the 
temperatures dropped.  That has 
been a yearly event for as long 
as anyone can remember.  What 
did shock them was the number 
of rodents showing up seeming-
ly all at once.  For instance, a 
friend of mine recently reported 
having seen 11 mice in her home 
in one week. 

At first, because she owns a 
mixed-breed, springer/point-
er dog that is devoted to her, 
my friend was not overly con-
cerned.  The lady was certain he 

would protect her (to the death, 
if necessary) from the uninvited 
invaders.  Regrettably, one day 
she entered the laundry room 
to behold her canine pal star-
ing intently at the bottom of her 
washing machine.  When she 
looked in the same direction, 
my friend saw a mouse standing 
motionless on the floor.  Natu-
rally, she siced her heroic canine 
companion on the dastardly ro-
dent. Contrarily, the dog stood 
in place with one front leg raised 
and his tail pointing rigidly up-
ward as though he had sniffed 
out a regal ring-necked pheas-
ant.

Later, I tried to explain that 
the pooch was waiting for my 

friend to kick the mouse sky-
ward and shoot it on the fly, as 
any self-respecting bird dog 
would want.  Regrettably, my 
factual-based, wholly reason-
able explanation was abjectly 
rejected in a torrent of emotion-
ally-charged words to the effect 
that she didn’t give a hoot about 
her pet’s hallowed heritage. 
Rather, she wanted it to attack 
and tear the ‘blankety-blank’ 
rodent limb from limb!

Another Harrison resident 
suffered an even more awkward 
dog and mouse-related episode. 
At the first hint of intruders, 
the diligent homemaker set out 
sticky mousetraps adorned with 
cheese and peanut butter. Sadly, 

her Pitbull got into the house 
and found the scrumptious bait 
to be even more irresistible than 
the mice. Of course, as soon as 
the ravenous animal wrapped it 
salivating lips around the food, 
its broad, square face became 
one with the adhesive trap.

According to witnesses, the 
ensuing struggle to free the an-
imal from the ultra-bonding 
device was both vociferous and 
highly animated. Convinced 
that her owner was trying to rip 
her face off, the bewildered Pit-
bull set up a caterwaul that could 
be heard clear across Harrison’s 
metropolitan area. Nevertheless, 
the owner was forced to fairly 
pry her beloved pet from its goo-

ey ensnarement.  At this writing, 
the relationship between pet and 
owner remains troubled.

Regrettably, I too have not 
been spared Harrison’s home 
invasion. Over the past week, I 
have counted six vermin in my 
house. While attempting to rid 
my abode of them, I came to the 
shocking realization that this 
winter’s mice are a new breed of 
rodent altogether. Not only are 
they more numerous than their 
predecessors, their behavior is 
markedly more militant.

For example, several mice 
have gotten their front feet en-
snared in my sticky traps. Then, 
by utilizing tactics one would 
expect to see from a Seal Team 

6 member, they drug their sticky 
traps up against the legs of near-
by furniture. Next, as near as I 
can tell, the obviously well-dis-
ciplined rodents somehow stood 
the traps on edge, and wedged 
their hind legs behind the afore-
mentioned furniture for sup-
port. Lastly, utilizing super-ro-
dent strength, they methodically 
wrenched their feet free from 
what should have been certain 
death.

Finally, in desperation, I 
purchased a $15 metal box trap 
that I was guaranteed would rid 
me of my problem. If that fails, 
I may have no choice but to call 
in an airstrike on my house.  I’ll 
keep ya posted.

Home invasion
Dealing with a new breed of unwanted guests
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B11

Sudoku

su
do

ku
 s

ol
ut
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n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

Jan Wood

600-2518

Clothing Alterations
Custom Sewing

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY
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ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

ean
Window
Cl      ing

Gary Kinney
Call 702-5372
or Text 596-7003

Chimney & Vent 
Cleaning

HELP WANTED

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755

For Rent, Available November 
1:  professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes 
common area conference room, 

utilities, and other amenities. 
$285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Full-Time Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA, benefits 
available) (3) Registered 

Nurse, PRN, (4) Full-Time 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
(benefits available), (5) 

Temporary Certified Nurse 
Assistant (6-8 weeks, full-
time), (6) Certified Nurse 
Assistant, Per Diem, (7) 

Full-Time Certified Medical 
Assistant (benefits available). 

We have a dynamic and 
supportive nursing team. Join 
us! Please visit www.RVMC.
org/career-opportunites for 

more information and to 
apply on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Ennis High School is accepting 
applications for a High Schools 
Girls Basketball Assistant for 

the upcoming 2019-2020 season. 
Applicants need to submit a 

resume, background check, and a 
district application. This position 

will remain open until filled. 
Please contact Mr. Hess at Ennis 

Schools with any questions.

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844
Town Pump Match 

funds through November

SERVICES
PUBLIC WORKS 

POSITION OPENING
The Town of Ennis has a full-
time position opening in the 

Public Works Dpt. 
The position includes, but is not 
limited to, work in Water, Sewer, 

Parks and Streets. 
Applications may be picked up at 
Ennis Town Hall during normal 
business hours. Applications and 
resumes may be dropped off at, 

or sent to: Ennis Town Hall/Pub-
lic Works Dpt., 328 W. Main St., 

Ennis, MT. 59729.
Starting wage DOE. Applications 
accepted until position is filled.  
Questions regarding the position 
may be directed to Kelly Elser, 

Director of Public Works, @ 406 
682-4287. EEOC

Blake Leavitt
Mayor, Town of Ennis

The Madisonian in Ennis, 
Mont., is currently seeking a 
Circulation Manager/Office 

Assistant.
The position is responsible for 

delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. PT /
FT is negotiable for the right 

candidate.
To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at eleonard@madisoniannews.
com or stop in at 65 N MT HWY 

287 in Ennis.

Madison Laundry and Cleaners 
is in need of a self starting person 
work in the plant doing laundry, 

pressing, and other related duties. 
DAYS! NO nights or weekends! 

Contact John or Marilyn at 
406-682-4933 or STOP IN for an 

application.

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

FOR SALE

1953 Plymo with 28,000 miles, 
original. Call 842-5321 for more 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Small house for rent in Pony. 
Short or long term. Furnished. 

Loft sleeping. Kitchen and 
shower.

Call 685-3530

Wood 70” DR table with 2 18” 
leaves. 6 chairs - 2 arm, 4 side 

$895

Wood/leather rocking chair, 
$495. 

Call 406-235-2956

FOR SALE
1993 GL 1500 Gold Wing 

Aspencade. Black paint. 53,489 
miles. Stored in heated garage. In 
mint condition. Call for photos. 

Located in South Bozeman.
$6450

2001 Fleetwood Bounder
29 feet long, 21,981 miles.

Toilet, kitchen, lots of overhead 
storage. Mounted TV, A/C, 6 gal-
lon water heater - quick recovery. 
4.0 kW Onan Generator. Outdoor 

shower in exterior utility com-
partment. Power entry step. Tons 

of exterior storage. Great for a 
family, or full time RV couple. 

$24,500

406-581-3106
406-586-4853

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755
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 more more MARKETPLACE MARKETPLACE

 
    
 
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Dietary Aide/Cook-Part-time $14.45 to $18.16 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 

Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response; 
 Madison County Sheriff’s Office-Communications Officer, Virginia City-Full-time $17.24 to $21.22 hourly;  
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse, Virginia City-Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 Tobacco Prevention Specialist Madison County-Part-time, Temporary Grant funded $15.93 to $19.91 hourly; 
 Tobacco Prevention Specialist Beaverhead County-Part-time, Temporary Grant funded $15.93 to $19.91 hourly; and 
 Senior Shuttle Driver-Part-time, $10.65 to $13.31 hourly.  

 
Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 

Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
                              (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (11.20.19) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #260
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #261
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running Bi-Monthly 

routes. Actively seeking Coyotes, 
Heavy Cats, Fox, Deer/Elkhides 

and Antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. (308) 750-0700. 

www.petskafur.net.

Ad #262
DISPERSION SALE: ALL OUR 

BLACK COWS/ bred black 
(approx. 60- 65 head). Calving 
last week of March for 60 days. 

Make offer. (406) 567-2428.

Ad #263
Virgelle Merc. Antiques presents 
a “Real Country Christmas” at a 
“Real Country Store” Saturday 
& Sunday, December 7th & 8th, 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Antiques & 
Collectibles. Phone (800) 426-

2926. www.VirgelleMontana.com

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can see 

that classified advertising works! 
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 
the small investment of $149. Call 

and email us today to see how 
you can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

By HANNAH KEARSE

Folks can enjoy a turkey dinner on Thanksgiving in a few places around the county. The Madison 
Valley Baptist Church will be serving turkey for anyone in the community from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Nov 28. 

The Bethel United Methodist Church in Sheridan will be serving a Thanksgiving feast starting at 
3 p.m.

Both churches are offering deliveries for community members. Call the Madison Valley Baptist 
Church by Nov. 27 for arrangements to have a fresh hot meal delivered the afternoon of Nov. 28. 
The Bethel United Methodist Church requires delivery arrangements to be made by Nov. 26.

Twin Bridges Senior Center will be serving a free turkey dinner open to the public from noon to 
4 p.m.  

Turkey and community in the valleys
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
NOVEMBER 21, 2019

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROTEST ISSUANCE OF ONE NEW 
MONTANA ALL-ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES LICENSE
VILLAGE SPIRITS 2 LLC (, Owner(s)) has 
applied for one new Montana All-Alcoholic 
Beverages License No. 25-999-4533-009 
to be operated at VILLAGE SPIRITS 2 
LLC, 16 Warrens Way, Big Sky, Madison 
County. The public may protest this license 
transfer in accordance with the law. Who 
can protest this transfer? Protests will be 
accepted from residents of the county of the 
proposed location Madison County, residents 
of adjoining Montana counties, and residents 
of adjoining counties in another state if the 
criteria in 16-4-207(4)(d), Montana Code 
Annotated (MCA), are met. What information 
must be included? Protest letters must be 
legible and contain (1) the protestor’s full 
name, mailing address, and street address; 
(2) the license number 25-999-4533-009 
and the applicant’s name VILLAGE SPIRITS 
2 LLC; (3) an indication that the letter is 
intended as a protest; (4) a description 
of the grounds for protesting; and (5) the 
protestor’s signature. A letter with multiple 
signatures will be considered one protest 
letter. What are valid protest grounds? The 
protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity 
of the proposed location will be adversely 
and seriously affected. How are protests 
submitted? Protests must be postmarked to 
the Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before December 1, 2019. 
What happens if the transfer is protested? 
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or Big Sky. All valid protestors 
will be notified of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days. A protester’s hearing 
testimony is limited to the grounds in the 
protester’s letter. Following the hearing, the 
Department of Revenue will notify the public 
whether the license transfer is approved or 
denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 
at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Jamie Williams, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at 444-
0712 or jwilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2019) 
DEPT OF REV.
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Request for Bids: The Madison Valley Rural 
Fire District Board of Trustees is accepting 
sealed bids, until 5:00 p.m. December 
10, 2019, for the following item: 1. 1985 
Emergency One Hurricane 55’ Telesqurt 
Quint with 35,038 miles, Detroit Diesel 
motor, Allison automatic transmission, 1,250 
GPM Hale Pump, 400 gallon aluminum tank. 
Minimum acceptable bid for the truck is 
$500.00. The truck is being sold on an “as-
is, where-is, non-compliant, non-certified” 
basis. All emergency equipment has been 
removed. The truck may be viewed at the 
Madison Valley Rural Fire Department 
Station 1 located at 5037 US Hwy. 287, 
Ennis, MT. Written bids must be submitted by 
5:00 p.m. on December 10, 2019 to: Madison 
Valley Rural Fire District Board of Trustees 
P.O. Box 849 Ennis, MT. 59729 Bids must be 
sealed and clearly marked “1985 Emergency 
One Fire Truck BID” on the sealed envelope. 

Bids will be publicly opened at Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Department Station 1 at 7:05 p.m. 
on December 10, 2019, read and recorded. 
Successful bidder will be announced at 
the regular meeting of the Madison Valley 
Rural Fire District on December 10, 2019. 
Successful bidder will be given a maximum 
of 30 days from December 10, 2019 to 
remove the truck from the property.
(Pub. Nov. 14, 21, 28, 2019) 
MVRFD
MNAXLP

COUNCIL POSITION AVAILABLE
The Town of Twin Bridges has a Council 
position available. If you are interested in 
filling the position please provide the Town 
with a letter of interest and qualifications for 
the position by November 29th. Letters can 
be dropped off at Town Hall (104 E. 6th Ave) 
or mailed to PO BOX 307, Twin Bridges, MT 
59754. In order to be a member of the Town 
Council you need to be at least eighteen 
(18) years old, and a resident of the Town of 
Twin Bridges for at least 60 days. The term 
for this position expires December 31, 2023. 
Position requirements can be obtained at the 
Town Office. If you have any questions or 
need additional information, please contact 
the office at 406-684-5243.
(Pub. Nov.  21, 28, 2019) 
TWIN BRIDGES TOWN
MNAXLP

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

ASK FOR
ACCESS

TO HUNT 
& FISH ON 
PRIVATE
LAND

a friendly reminder from#ASK4ACCESS

FWP.MT.GOV

 

 
Property valuation staff may be visiting your property during the 
upcoming tax year to conduct an on-site review for property tax 
purposes. Notify your local DOR in writing within 30 days of this 
publication if you wish to be present.  
 
For an appointment or further information, contact the 
local Department of Revenue office. 

Property  
Assessment 
Visits 
 

Just wanted to tell you that I got an overwhelming 
"yes" from my State Council counterparts on the 
advertising we talked about yesterday.  We are 
going to go with the 2 weeks of $1,250 and then 
hopefully get a few larger ads in the 7 papers we 
talked about on Veterans Day.  

Anyway, I've attached the logos that we need in the 
ad.  I think the Innovation Grant Winner logo 
includes the SHRM Foundation logo so we 
probably don't need both, I realize we are limited 
on space.  

Montana SHRM State Council was the recipient of 
the SHRM Foundation Innovation Grant.  $10,000 
to promote the SHRM Foundation's Veterans At 
Work Certificate Program across the State of 
Montana.  The program was developed to help 
employers, business owners, and front-line 
supervisors implement best practices for attracting, 
hiring and retaining veterans.  The program is 
completely FREE to all participants.  It is the goal 
of the Montana SHRM State Council to get 1,000 
certified individuals in the State!  

Some Details:  
Veterans at Work

Certicate Program

Veterans hiring is

not only a good idea,

it's good business!
The Montana SHRM 
State Council thanks our 
Veterans, Guard and 
Reserve for their service.  

For more 
information 
contact:

The Montana Society for Human Resource 
Management State Council supports veterans hiring.

The Veterans at Work Certificate Program is a free way to help 
employers, business owners and supervisors implement best

practices for attracting, hiring and retaining veterans.
Help us reach our goal of 1,000 Veterans at Work

certificates in Montana. 
Contact us for a FREE presentation on the program!

Ronda Wakefield, SHRM-SCP, SPHR
Montana SHRM State Council
ronda@nwmthrsolutionsllc.com
406-250-1120 — montana.shrm.org

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 23: Layover

“This morning set out at an early hour, and come too at ½ after 7 A. M. on the Lard. Shore 1¼ miles above the mouth of a small creek 
which we named Corvus, in consequence of having kiled a beatiful bird of that genus near it  we concluded to ly by at this place the 

ballance of this day and the next, in order to dry our baggage which was wet by the heavy showers of rain which had fallen within the last 
three days, and also to lighten the boat by transfering a part of her lading to the red perogue, which we now determined to take on with 

us to our winter residence wherever that might be; while some of the men were imployed in this necessary labour others were dressing of 
skins washing and mending their cloaths &c.”

—Meriwether Lewis, September 16, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

The waters of Lake Fran-
cis Case back up to the boat 
launch below Big Bend Dam 
and Lake Sharpe, so there is no 
free-flowing river between the 
two lakes. Having dismantled 
the Contraption to portage the 
canoes, we now lashed it back 
together to tackle this next sec-
tion of the Great Moat across 
South Dakota. There were a 
dozen bystanders waiting to 
see us launch by the time we 
finished tying all the knots. We 
enjoyed an easy eighteen-mile 
day down to Chamberlain, 
where we took a layover day to 
tour the town.

Chamberlain is home to 
St. Joseph’s Indian School, 
established as a boarding 
school in 1927. Like most such 
institutions of that time, St. 
Joseph’s was founded on the 
ideology that it was necessary 
to suppress native language 
and culture to “help” their 
indigenous students assimilate 
into western culture. Children 
were punished for acts such as 
speaking Lakota in school. 

Times have changed, and St. 
Joseph’s has too. It is a residen-
tial-style school where chil-
dren live in small family-sized 
groups in well-kept apartments. 

Native language and culture 
are included as part of the daily 
curriculum, bringing dignity 
back to the Lakota people. Par-
ents can enroll their students in 
the school at no cost, providing 
opportunities they may not 
have in their hometowns. 

St. Joseph’s hasn’t been 
without controversy, but it is 
apparently appreciated by fam-
ilies of the two hundred chil-
dren enrolled there. We toured 
the Akta Lakota Museum and 
Cultural Center at the school, 
which was exceptionally well 
done for a small museum.

It was also thrilling to see 
the Dignity sculpture at the rest 
area by the interstate highway. 
“Dignity of Earth and Sky” is 
a fifty-foot-tall stainless steel 
sculpture of an indigenous 
woman in Plains-style dress 
with her arms outstretched, 
receiving a star quilt. Dignity 
seems to welcome travelers, as 
if to embrace all who come to 
South Dakota. 

From the American Creek 
Campground, it was a 2.5-mile 
hike up to the sculpture, or 
4 miles by my original route 
in the dark without a map, 
taking a “short-cut” through 
the grassy hills and junipers. 
I knew the general direction  
as I pushed through chest-
high weeds, back-tracked 
around swamps, stepped over 

minor crevasses to scale an 
old slumped hillside, skirted 
around the cemetery, and final-
ly dashed across the interstate 
and climbed the grassy hill 
past the warning sign about 
poisonous snakes. I made the 
special trip to see the sculpture 
lit up at night, then returned 
by day with Scott to see it again 
and to tour the Lewis and Clark 

Interpretive Center.
Dignity isn’t a specific 

woman, but a composite of 
three different South Dakotan 
models honoring the Lakota 
and Dakota people of the state. 
It was created by South Dakota 
artist laureate Dale Lamphere 
and funded by Norm and Eu-
nabel McKie of Rapid City. 

I am glad to see the Lakota 

and Dakota peoples properly 
honored after two centuries of 
oppression and cultural sup-
pression. I hope up and coming 
generations will grow up with 
pride in the dignity of being 
Native American.

Our tour of the interpretive 
center on September 16 coin-
cided with Lewis and Clark’s 
arrival on the same date, 

narrowly missing them by just 
215 years. They camped on the 
opposite side of the Missouri 
near the present day town of 
Oacoma, taking a layover day 
to dry and repack their gear. 

We were doing basically the 
same thing, drying wet gear, 
resupplying and organizing our 
food supplies, doing laundry, 
and hiking about the country-

We had an easy day on Lake Francis Case from Big Bend Dam down to Chamberlain.

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

IT’S LADIES’ NIGHT 2019 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH 

3:30 P.M.–5:30 P.M. 

ENNIS TRUE VALUE 

6 SUNRISE LOOP 

BRING A FRIEND AND JOIN US FOR AN  

EVENING OF REFRESHMENTS, PRIZE  

DRAWINGS, SPECIAL OFFERS  AND  

FUN FOR ALL. 

CO-SPONSORS INCLUDE:  MADISON FOODS, 

THE MADISONIAN NEWS, MADISON THEATER, 

TRENZ SALON & DAY SPA, SHEDHORN SPORTS, 
PLAIN JANES, MCALLISTER INN,   

WILLIE’S DISTILLERY, DEEMOS, 

MELINDA MERRILL, BROOKE BERG, MASSAGE 

VENDORS INCLUDE: MARY KAY,  

DO TERRA ESSENTIAL OILS,  

RODAN & FIELDS, A LEATHER 
CRAFTSPERSON, A JEWELRY 
MAKER & A CANDLE MAKER. 

TAKE $5.00 OFF YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $25.00 OR MORE.  Limited to 
stock on hand and regular priced 
merchandise.  Valid 3:30-5:30 pm 

November 24th. 
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Man must attach himself  to an 

infinite reality, so that his glory, his 
joy, and his

progress may be infinite.
Only the spirit is real; everything 

else is as shadow.
All bodies are disintegrated in the 

end; only reality subsists.
All physical perfections come to 
an end; but the divine virtues are 

infinite.
www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 

Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 

2 p.m., Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 

you plan to dine in.

Thursday, November 21 – Baked chicken, veggies, 
twice baked mashers, dessert - “Happy Birthday”
Friday, November 22 – Cheese steak, onion rings, fruit, 
dessert - Pinochle, at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, November 25 – Meatloaf, mashers, veggies, 
dessert – Mahjong 1 p.m.
Tuesday, November 26  – Italian antipasti, salad, roll, 
dessert - “Pan” at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 27 – Chicken enchilada, salad, 
dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday, November 28 – CLOSED HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 
Friday, November 29 – White chicken chili,
salad, cornbread, dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday,  November 21 - Swedish meatballs over 
noodles, veggie, roll, dessert
Tuesday, November 26 - Cheeseburger, fries, dessert 

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, November 20 - Meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, vegetable, green salad, fruit pie
Friday, November 22 - Turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, 
veggie, Waldorf salad, cranberry pudding
Monday, November 25 - Breakfast, blueberry yogurt 
parfaits, breakfast burritos
Wednesday, November 27 - Lasagna, green beans, 
garlic toast, green salad, tiramisu
THANKSGIVING DAY – FREE DINNER  OPEN TO 
PUBLIC from Noon – 4 p.m.

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

side. We ultimately took an additional layover day due 
to windy conditions on the lake. Where Lewis and Clark 
went out hunting big game, I hiked nearly 4 miles out to 
the I-90 interchange hunting for an ice cream cone, then 
hitch-hiked a ride back to camp, having walked more 
than twenty miles during our short stay in this lovely 
small town.

On the 18th, Lewis and Clark proceeded northward 
on their Journey of Discovery, while we proceeded 
southward on our Journey of Rediscovery. We made it 
out of camp before sunrise, trusting the weather report 
that the winds would abate. I piloted the Contraption 
while Chris rode shotgun, or rather bail bucket, continu-
ously bailing water for an hour until the wind and waves 
finally settled down. 

Passing below the Interstate 90 bridge seemed a 
noteworthy milestone. The last time we saw I-90 was 4 
miles upriver from our initial launch point at Missouri 
Headwaters State Park near Three Forks, Montana. After 
three and a half months of traveling north, east, and 
finally south, it is reassuring to see that we are making 
measurable progress in our attempt to migrate ahead of 
the changing seasons. 

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, Montana. He is the au-
thor of Green Prosperity: Quit Your Job, Live Your Dreams. 
Go to www.Elpel.info to learn more about Tom’s books, the 
Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery, and the expedition 
fundraiser for the Jefferson River Canoe Trail. “D
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at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 11/22

SAT 11/23

SUN 11/24

DAVE PROVOST
ORIGINAL AMERICANA
 JOE SCHWEM
ORIGINAL FOLK/ROCK

JORDAN LANE
ROOTS/ROCK

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
The Current War: Directors Cut (PG13)The Current War: Directors Cut (PG13)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Playing With Fire (PG) and Midway (PG-13)

PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

MONDAYS 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

11 a.m.
Second Tuesday of Every 
Month, Cardiac Support 
Group
Heart to Heart meets at the 
Ennis Public Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is 
a training session. Call Gale 
at 406.842.5600 or Karen at 
406.842.7164

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - 
Two Tables
At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 599-
3659.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. Jeanne, 
682-3299 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library, 682-7244

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library.  
682-7244

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY

2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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If you would like to post 
an event 

on our events website, 
OUTPOSTEVENTS.NET

MONDAYS THROUGH THE 
SUPERBOWL

6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Virginia City Elks Lodge Monday Night 

Football
This is a fundraising effort to keep the 
Lodge Open. Upstairs in the Bar at the 

Elks Lodge #390 in Virginia City. 

FRIDAYS DURING FOOTBALL SEASON
5 p.m. 

Virginia City Elks Lodge Friday Night 
“Happy Hours”

Bring an appetizer to share. Funds go 
to helping keep the Lodge Open. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Noon

Mad Gals Monthly Luncheon
At Famous Dave’s BBQ in Bozeman. 
RSVP by Monday Nov. 18 and bring a 

friend!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Pony Holiday Bazar
DC club lunch served at the Hollowtop 

Senior Citizen Building. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Noon

Ruby Valley FFA Alumni Auction
Free lunch followed by a live and silent 
auction of over 100 items ranging from 
Christmas toys and gift certificates to 
farm & ranch supplies and hay at the 

Sheridan Elementary School.

TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 26

6:30 p.m.
Mental Health Support Group

At the Madison Valley Medical Center. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Noon

Brown Bag Lunch: Archives 101
Presentation from staff members at the 

Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives. 

THURSDAY,
 NOVEMBER 28

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29
8 p.m.

The Fall Joker and Jester Comedy Tour
With Jake Daniels and Tony Dijamco at 

the Longbrach Saloon.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY!

In the age of Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday, it’s easy to skip over the 

mom-and-pop shop for the big box 
store or online retailer, but there’s 

good cause to keep our neighborhood 
shops in business, and that’s what 

Small Business Saturday is all about. 
Enjoy sales from our local stores and 

support your community!

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
47th Annual Holiday Bazaar

Ennis Elementary School. Arts, crafts, 
food, wreaths and live music.

7 p.m.
“Wintertide” by Willson & McKee

A free concert of a mixture of 
traditional Celtic & new-veau seasonal 

songs at the Elling House Arts & 
Humanities Center in Virginia City.

SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER  1

3 p.m. 
Yoga Class

At the Sheridan Public Library.

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 6

3 p.m.
Meet Kathleen Williams, Candidate for 

U.S. House
Come ask questions to and learn 

about one of eight candidates running 
for Montana’s Representative. At fire 

station #1, 5037 US HWY 287.

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 7

1:30 p.m.
Climate Change Discussion

A community discussion with Reilly 
Neill about the effects of climate 

change in Montana at the Thompson-

Hickman Library in Virginia City. RSVP 
to reprneill@gmail.com.

11 p.m.
Last Day for Supportive Housing 

Survey Responses
The survey can be taken online, at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CXSSN3H.  Or, hard copy survey 

forms are available at local libraries 
and medical center reception areas.

SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 8

5 p.m.
Christmas in the Ruby Valley

A discussion panel at the Sheridan 
Public Library. 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 13

Madison Valley Bank Giving Tree
Gifts wreapped and returned to the 

tree. Last day to sign up for a family is  
Friday, Dec. 7.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 13 AND  14

5:30 p.m.
Splendid Feast

A gathering of hearty souls, culinary 
delights, and holiday cheer in a most 

spectacular setting at the Elling House 
Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia 

City. 

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 14

10 a.m.
Madison County Democrats Meeting
At the Thompson-Hickman library in 

Virginia City. 

MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 23

Noon
Ruby Valley Giving Tree

Servicing Virginia City, Alder and 
Sheridan. Providing Christmas gifts for 

anyone in need.  Last day to submit 
names is December 2.  Tags will be on 
tree at Opportunity Bank in Sheridan 

as requests are received.
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