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Ennis veterans groups working and growing together

Members of the Ennis American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars posts show off the 
new Legion sign installed on the posts’ building on Third Avenue. A similar VFW sign will be in-
stalled above the Legion sign in the near future. The posts have been cooperating on building 
improvements and a variety of community service projects. Pictured, left to right: VFW post 
commander O.J. Palmer, Legion post commander Lee Sargent, Rogue Tamayo, Howard Goltz 
and Steve Bartlett. (G. Hamill photo)

Geoff Hamill
editor@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS – Teamwork is an 
important aspect of many 
occupations, but nowhere is 
teamwork more important than 
during military service. Every 
service member has an impor-
tant job, with others relying on 
him or her to get the job done 
right. 

The importance of team-
work is drilled into the fiber of 
every service member, starting 
in basic training and continu-
ing throughout their military 
careers. If one member of a 
basic training platoon fails, 
the entire platoon fails, and 
the entire unit suffers together 
through grueling physical 
training drills. The purpose 
is to teach the importance of 
individuals to the team, and 
to teach soldiers and sailors to 
help their struggling comrades, 
even when they are struggling 
themselves. 

The spirit of teamwork car-
ries over when troops become 
veterans, and that spirit is on 
display in Ennis, where two 
veterans groups have banded 
together to help each other out. 
The results have been quite 
remarkable. 

The American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars posts 
in Ennis were struggling before 
the veterans recalled their les-
sons from basic training and 
started working together again. 
Now, both posts are thriving 
and membership has increased 

dramatically. 
Two leaders are responsible 

for the re-birth of the two 
posts: Ennis American Legion 
Post Commander Lee Sargent 
and Ennis Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post Commander O.J. 
Palmer. The two leaders have 
set an example of teamwork for 
their members and the com-
munity. It’s important work, 
too, because Legion and VFW 
posts across the country give 
veterans the opportunity to 
band together, enjoy the com-
pany of fellow veterans, and 
take on a multitude of patriotic 
and community projects. In 
many small towns, lacking 
good leadership, local posts 
have closed their doors and 
disbanded. 

Sargent served as an artil-
leryman in the Army’s 1st 
Infantry Division at Fort Riley, 
Kansas, between 1963-1965. 
During the Cold War, So-
viet and American scientists 
worked overtime to develop 
new and improved weapons 
of mass destruction. As luck 
would have it, Sargent served 
in the first nuclear-capable 
howitzer battery in the world. 
Sargent’s 155mm howitzer 
battery was equipped with 
W48 nuclear shells that would 
explode with the force of 100 
tons of TNT. 

Following his military 
service, Sargent worked as a 
machinist for 33 years, retired, 
and moved to West Yellowstone 
in 1999, where the hard-work-
ing vet found a job as a truck 

driver. Fellow veterans in the 
small town recruited Sargent to 
join the American Legion and 
convinced him to become post 
commander in 2003. Sargent 
served with distinction as West 
Yellowstone post commander, 
increasing membership from 
11 to 41. 

In 2014, Sargent and his 
family moved to Ennis, where 
the Legion post had been inac-
tive for several years. Higher-
ups in the Legion took note of 
Sargent’s move and realized his 
leadership could help re-vital-
ize the Ennis post. 

“In 2014, we moved to 
Ennis, and the Legion post 
was dormant,” said Sargent. 
“They had no meetings since 
2008. The Legion State Adju-
tant called me and said, “Well, 
you’re in Ennis now, and they 
need a commander down 
there.’”

Sargent was reluctant to 
become commander in a place 
he had just arrived. “I thought 
people were going to throw me 
out of town if I just came in 
and said, ‘I’m your new com-
mander,’” he said. 

But with urging from Ennis 
Legion member Howard Goltz 
and the Legion higher-ups, 
Sargent agreed to take the job. 

As the new commander, 
Sargent set about his tasks of 
recruiting and re-energizing 
the post. “I just started walking 
around and meeting people be-
cause I was new in town,” said 
Sargent. “Everybody I walked 
up to, I asked if they were a 

veteran and if they were, I’d 
ask them to join the American 
Legion.”

Thanks to his outgoing 
personality, Sargent quickly 
met many Ennis residents, one 
of whom turned out to be great 
ally. 

Sargent was at the Ennis 
post office one day and noticed 
a man receiving a a package of 
flags. Striking up a conversa-

tion, Sargent met Ennis VFW 
commander O.J. Palmer, who 
was picking up flags for the lo-
cal Cub Scouts. 

Palmer served as a nuclear 
weapons technician in the U.S. 
Navy between 1978-1992, with 
a top secret NATO security 
clearance. “I was a nuclear 
weapons tech and I did a lot 
of secret stuff,” said Palmer. “I 
held a NATO top secret clear-

ance and I was in Desert Storm. 
I was a sniper in Desert Storm.”

During that first chat at 
the post office, Palmer offered 
Sargent the use of the Ennis 
VFW post building for Legion 
meetings. “That’s where we got 
a home,” said Sargent. 

“The American Legion was 
dead here,” said Palmer. “I was 
very strong for putting the two 

See VETS page 2

Still no charges in late 
night Ennis shooting

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS – Authorities are 
still waiting to conduct inter-
views with parties involved in 
an early morning shooting out-
side the Sportsman’s Lodge on 
Feb. 19. According to Madison 
County Sheriff Roger Thomp-
son, no charges have been 
filed and authorities are still 
conducting victim and witness 
interviews. “Undersheriff Phil 
Fortner was able to interview 
one party and the other is will-
ing to chat but is still healing 
from their medical condition,” 
said Thompson.

Thompson said search 
warrants have been served and 
evidence has been collected 
–  deputies are now waiting to 
finish interviews with those in-
volved to compare information. 
“We won’t make any recom-

mendations until that happens,” 
said Thompson. “Both parties 
were banged up pretty good 
and they need to heal, and we 
want them to be fully awake 
and able to chat with us.”

Madison County Sheriff ’s 
Department responded to a 
911 call of a disturbance at the 
Sportsman’s Lodge approxi-
mately 12:44 a.m. on Feb. 19. 
According to a press release, a 
48-year-old male of Ennis suf-
fered a gunshot wound and was 
transported to the Madison 
Valley Medical Center in criti-
cal condition, and later trans-
ported to Bozeman Deaconess 
Hospital. A 57-year-old male 
from McAllister was detained 
at the scene and later trans-
ported to Billings, where he 
was treated for head injuries. 

The incident is still under 
investigation.

Charges have not yet been filed after an early morning 
shooting on Feb. 19 sent two people to the hospital. The in-
vestigation is still ongoing. (C. AVEY PHOTO)

2 vehicle 
crash sends 
1 to hospital

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS – A two-vehicle 
crash on Montana Highway 
287 South sent one person to 
the hospital for minor inju-
ries last week. According to 
Madison County Sheriff Roger 
Thompson, Montana Highway 
Patrol responded to a call on 
March 1 around 4 p.m. near 
Bear Creek Loop south of 
Ennis. Thompson said MHP, 
Madison County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, Madison Valley Rural Fire 
Department and Ennis Volun-
teer Ambulance all responded 
to the call. 

“What happened is a car 
headed north-bound stopped 
for a left-hand turn into the 
Cameron businesses and the 
vehicle behind rear-ended 
them,” said Thompson. One 
person was sent to the Madison 
Valley Medical Center to be 
treated for minor head inju-
ries. According to the dispatch 
report, both vehicles were reg-
istered to out-of-state drivers. 

“It’s important to remem-
ber to leave distance between 
yourself and the car in front of 
you when traveling, especially 
in the winter,” Thompson said. 
“The vehicle in front may break 
for a child or for a wild animal, 
so you need to leave enough 
distance between yourself and 
other vehicles and be aware.”

County spelling bee delivers two-time champion

Caitlin Avey 
news@madisonainnews.com

VIRGINIA CITY 
--Twenty-one students 
from around the county 
converged at the Madison 
County Administrative 
building in Virginia City 
for the county-wide spell-
ing bee. Sheridan eighth 
grader Rachel Zielinski 
repeated as champion 
during the Feb. 27 com-
petition, correctly spelling 
“yacht” and “caribou” in 
the final rounds of play. 
Zoe Green, a seventh 
grader from Ennis, took 
the runner-up spot and 
will attend the state bee if 
the winner is unable.

Zielinski will represent 
Madison County at the 
Montana Treasure State 
Spelling Bee, March 17, 
in Billings. The winner of 
the state bee will go on 
to represent Montana at 
the 2018 National Spell-
ing Bee Competition in 
National Harbor, Mich., 
this summer. Two-time county spelling bee champion Rachel Zielinski will 

head to the state competition in Billings on March 17. See 
more spelling bee pics on page 3 (C. Avey photo)
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together in this building and 
we have. We’re all veterans; we 
all need to work together.”

The two veterans groups 
have worked together ever 
since - helping with communi-
ty activities, honoring veterans, 
supporting each other’s recruit-
ing efforts, and fixing up their 
building on Third Avenue. 

But the spirit of mutual 
aid extends far beyond the 
walls of the veteran’s hall. As 
the two groups developed a 
good partnership, they found 
renewed support from the En-
nis community. During lunch 
at the Ennis Senior Center, 
Sargent mentioned the build-
ing project to Woman’s Club 
president Lynn Foreman, who 
took the issue to her group and 
provided a generous donation 
to have insulation installed. 
After Mike and Cindy McKit-
rick learned about the project, 
MDM Construction installed 
all new windows in the post 
home free of charge. The VFW 
provided funds for a new pro-
pane furnace. 

With an improved building 
for post and community activi-
ties, both groups have focused 
on increasing their member-
ship. Down to 15 members 
when Sargent arrived from 
West Yellowstone, the Ennis 
Legion has increased its rolls 
to 64 members. “We’re number 
one in the state of Montana for 
meeting our goal,” said Sargent. 
“They announced it at the con-
vention that Ennis was number 
one. It’s a really good feeling 
that our post got that honor.”

Both post commanders 
help each other with recruit-
ing. “If he tries to get a Legion 
member and somebody doesn’t 
want to join, but wants to join 
the VFW, he will bring us new 
VFW members,” said Palmer. 
“I do the same thing for the 
Legion. I talk to people and if 
they’re not qualified for VFW, 
I tell them to join Legion Post 
65.”

To demonstrate solidar-
ity, the two posts now march 
together in the annual Fourth 
of July parade. “It really helped 
when we marched in the 
parade together,” said Palmer. 
“We were flying the VFW flag 
and the American Legion flag 
and we did it together. I’ve 
been very adamant about that. 
It is togetherness. We have 
done everything together.”

Local VFW and American 
Legion post members conduct 
a variety of community service 
projects, such as a Veterans 
Day dinner and program at the 
school, and honors at veterans 
funerals. Last summer, Sargent 
and Palmer collaborated to 
re-form an inactive Cub Scout 
troop. “The scouts were dead 
for three years in Ennis,” said 
Palmer. “Lee and I got together 
and we co-sponsored the scouts 
back again. We now have Cub 
Scouts in Ennis with 19 boys 
who come to this post every 
Thursday night.” 

Sargent wants veterans to 
know why it’s important to be 
members of large, national vet-
erans organizations. “Numbers 
are important to the American 
Legion when they go to Con-
gress in Washington, D.C.,” he 
said. “There’s only a couple of 
veterans in the whole Con-
gress up there and they don’t 
understand what it’s like to be 
a veteran. When they become a 
congressman, their family gets 
free medical, and they get free 
everything and all they have to 
serve is one term and they get 
100 percent retirement.”

“If we can tell them we have 
5 million members and they 
vote, that’s lobbying power to 
protect VA clinics and veteran 
benefits,” said Palmer.

New members are not 
required to be active with local 
posts. “You don’t even have to 
come to meetings, but it’s im-
portant to join,” said Sargent. 
“It’s only $35 a year. You can 
go out and beat on doors like 
I’m doing, but nobody’s going 
to make you do anything. We 
have a lot of fun.”

“It’s part of being a vet-
eran,” said Palmer. “You served 
your country and you need to 
continue serving. People have 
families and other duties; I 
understand that. I just hope 
people would join. Once or 
twice a year, you can do things 
like the parade, you can help 
do funerals, you can do a few 
things and it really does help.”

VETS from page 1

The Ennis American Le-
gion and VFW posts jointly 
awarded plaques to the Ennis 
Woman’s Club and MDM Con-
struction for their generous 
help with building improve-
ments. (G. Hamill photo)

Financial tech 
company gives 

Madison County 
high marks for tax 

value
Geoff Hamill

editor@madisoniannews.com

Financial technology 
company SmartAsset issued 
a report on property taxes in 
Montana and Madison County 
ranked third-best in the state 
for value received for property 
tax dollars. 

The company’s fourth an-
nual study on property taxes 
reported which counties are 
getting the most “bang for their 
buck,” using data on the quality 
of local schools and the local 
crime rates.

“Our study aims to find 
the places in the United States 
where people are getting the 
most for their property tax dol-
lars,” the report reads. “To do 
this we looked at school rank-
ings, crime rates and property 
taxes for every county.”

To measure the quality of 
schools, the company calculat-
ed the average math and read-
ing/language arts proficiencies 
for all the school districts in 
the country. Within each state, 
these schools were then ranked 
between 1 and 10 (with 10 
being the best) based on those 
average scores.

Crime statistics were in-
cluded in the analysis, based on 
violent and property crimes per 
100,000 residents. Using the 
school and crime numbers, the 
company calculated a com-
munity score, which was then 

compared to the county’s taxes. 
“We used the number of 

households, median home 
value and average property tax 
rate to calculate a per capita 
property tax collected for each 
county,” the report reads. “Fi-
nally, we calculated a tax value 
by creating a ratio of the com-
munity score to the per capita 
property tax paid. This shows 
us the counties in the country 
where people are getting the 
most bang for their buck, or 
where their property tax dollars 
are going the furthest.” 

The report concludes that 
Montana’s effective tax rate 
of 0.87 percent is relatively 
low compared to the national 
average of 1.19 percent. “In 
part, rates in Montana are low 
because the system is struc-
tured to reduce the burden on 
homeowners,” the report reads. 
“Owner-occupied residential 
properties are eligible for a 47 
percent exemption, far higher 
than the exemption offered 
to commercial and industrial 
properties.”

The top five Montana coun-
ties for tax value, according to 
the report, are Carbon, Blaine, 
Madison, Jefferson and Bea-
verhead. The full study and a 
description of the methodology 
can be found at https://smart-
asset.com/taxes/montana-
property-tax-calculator#map.

DISTRICT
COURT

ROUNDUP
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com

Depaoli initial appearance after failure to appear 
Dalton Furie Depaoli appeared at the Madison County Court-

house on March 5 for an initial appearance and arraignment. De-
paoli pleaded not guilty to one count failure to register as a violent 
offender. Depaoli was released on a previously posted bond.

DeWaard pleads not guilty
Jaritt Lynn DeWaard appeared at the Madison County Court-

house on March 5 for an initial appearance and arraignment. De-
Waard is being charged with one count aggravated driving under 
the influence of alcohol, fourth offense, one count driving while 
license is suspended or revoked and one count driving without li-
ability insurance. DeWaard’s charges stem from a Dec. 31 incident 
in Madison County.

DeWaard pleaded not guilty to all counts and was released on 
a previously posted bond.

Attention current and potential 
E-edition subscribers

Thank you for your patience during our transition to a new 
provider for the e-edition for The Madisonian.

You should have been emailed instructions, but 
these emails may have gone to your spam folders. In 
an attempt to relay the information as well as possible, 
please see below for instructions so can gain access to 
the e-edition.  We very much appreciate all our read-
ers!

Go to Madisoniannews.com
Click on the “Sign In” tab
Subscribers to the former Madisonian News website 

can login with the following information.
Username: Your full email address (ex: name@

emailaddress.com)
Password: Your last name (case sensitive, so first let-

ter should be capitalized)
After a successful login, you can change your pass-

word if wanted.

If you’d like to be a new subscriber, just go to the 
“Subscribe” tab and go from there.

Thanks again for the support!

JO IN  US  ON 
FACE B O O K! 

and be the first to 
get breaking news.

facebook.com/madisonian



Thursday, March 8, 2018 A3

VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT

More spelling bee pics

Jake Berg, left, of Ennis cracks a joke with fellow competitor Zeke Christiansen of Harrison. Berg 
is in the eighth grade and Christiansen is in sixth. (C. AVEY PHOTOS)

Zoe Green accepts her runners-up trophy from Madison County Superintendent of Schools Pam 
Birkeland.

Sheridan fourth grader James Reedy waits patiently for his word.

Cathey Hardin: giving back since 2012
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com

Cathey Hardin has been visiting the Madison Valley since 2007, after her husband took a job with 
the United States Forest Service. Also working with the USFS, Hardin was the vegetation manager 
for the north zone of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest and was based out of Island Park.  After 
she retired in 2012, she moved to the Madison Valley full time.

“I like to hike and garden – I couldn’t garden in Island Park,” Hardin mused. “We like travel-
ing, canoeing and kayaking and I really love to cross-country ski.” Originally from South Carolina, 
Hardin found a life of recreation when she moved to Ennis, as well as a life giving back to her new 
community. She has been active with the Madison Farm 2 Fork program, whose mission is local 
food sustainability; she’s on the board for her Home Owner’s Association in her subdivision, helps 
work the Food Bank when needed, and is active with the Women’s Club, working at the Nearly New 
Shoppe every Monday. “The Women’s Club is a pretty special thing,” she said. 

Hardin, like most community volunteers, said she appreciates what she gets out of volunteering. 
“You get so much more than you give,” she said. “It’s always good to give back and I believe in what 
we do and the opportunities it gives to people. It’s a great thing to do in a small town and I want to 
help as much as I can.”

Hardin said giving to your local community is invaluable and a necessary way for communities to 
thrive. “If you can’t give money, give time – everyone has something they can offer.”

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges School 
Board met for a regularly 
scheduled meeting of Feb. 
20. Prior to their regular 
meeting, the board’s facili-
ties committee heard from 
the Twin Bridges Town 
Council and Great West En-
gineering’s Jeremiah Theyes 
regarding a storm water and 
sidewalk project between 
the town and the school. No 
motions or decisions were 
made regarding the project 
and both parties agreed to 

more time to digest infor-
mation. A special meeting 
was set for 5 p.m. March 20. 

Regular board meeting
Board members whipped 

through their regularly 
scheduled meeting before 
moving into a closed session 
for an attendance appeals. 

Twin Bridges Princi-
pal Tammy Demien had a 
positive report out of the 
elementary school, citing 
upcoming dates for students 
including the state science 
test, bingo for books and the 
third grade Smarter Balance 

test. Bingo for books will 
take place March 1 from 
6-7:30 p.m. at the school 
cafeteria and is a program 
instituted to promote lit-
eracy in students. Demien 
also reported to the board 
the school spelling bee and 
geography winners, who will 
go on to the county bees and 
potentially state. 

Superintendent Chad 
Johnson reported the high-
lights of both the boys’ and 
girls’ basketball teams and 
their efforts at the district 
tournament and the upcom-
ing divisional tournament. 

The Falcons walked away 
with a fourth-place trophy 
at the divisional tournament 
while the Lady Falcons took 
first. 

Johnson touted middle 
school students for their 
“exceptional” and “awe-
some” behavior during the 
middle school band festival. 
“I’m extremely proud of our 
kids,” he said. “They were 
phenomenal and incredibly 
respectful throughout the 
whole day and they sounded 
great!”

Johnson made a mention 
of the school’s upcoming 
change to their drop-off and 
pick-up spots, which John-
son said would be reported 
in the school newsletter. 
Starting March 26, bus 
drop-off/pick-up will be in 
the back of the school. 

Thinking ahead to the 
upcoming May election, the 
board unanimously voted 

to approve an all-mail ballot 
through the county and will 
discuss if they wish to ask 
for additional levies dur-
ing their March 20 meeting. 
The board has three trustee 
seats up for re-election; two 
seats with a three-year term 
and one seat with a two-year 
term. 

Finally, the board ap-
proved athletic coaches for 
the 2018-2019 season, in-
cluding returning volleyball 
coach Karen Degel, foot-
ball coach Brett Nordahl, 
junior high track coach 
George Breakall and cross-
country coach Nancy Bell. 
The board also approved 
Demien’s principal contract 
for the 2018-2019 school 
year. “She’s done nothing 
but wonderful things for 
our staff and students,” said 
Johnson.

Twin Bridges School talk 
end of year activities, street 

project

Twin Bridges Principal Tammy Demien gives her report during the Feb. 20 school board 
meeting. Later in the meeting, Demien was unanimously approved for another contract for 
the 2018-2019 school year. “She’s wonderful and I wish we could have her sign a contract for 10 
years,” exclaimed board member Joan Phillips. (C. AVEY PHOTO)
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words, and author may only submit twice monthly. Please include 
the writer’s name, address and phone number. The Madisonian 

reserves the right to edit 
content for grammar, good taste and libel. We also reserve 

the right to reject or delay publications.
We will not publish individual grievances about specific businesses 

or letters that are abusive, malicious or potentially libelous.
Announcements, thank yous and letters of a commercial nature 

will not appear in this column. 

- Display & Classified Advertising Policy -
The Madisonian accepts most advertising, but may turn away any 
advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to decide on placement 

and content acceptability. 
The advertisements in this publication are not necessarily

 the opinion of or supported by The Madisonian.
Please note: Our client information is confidential.

~ Subscription Rates ~
In-State - $35.00/1 year or $60.00/2 years • Out-of-State - $45.00/1 

year or 75.00/2 years (e-Edition complimentary with print subscription)• 
$30 - e-Edition only •$40 - 6 mos. print/1 year e-Edition
Postmaster: Please, Send Address Changes to:

The Madisonian, P.O. Box 365, Ennis, MT 59729
Phone 406-682-7755

Toll Free 1-888-238-7849
email: sales@madisoniannews.com

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday - Friday ~ 9 am - 5 pm - Call ahead as we’re short staffed 

and want to make sure we are available to you!

Established in 1873

NEWS & ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE
5 p.m. - Friday

Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may 
be used in any of our print and digital products.

opinion
Any ads accepted after the Friday 

deadline of 5 p.m. will be charged a $25 
late fee.

OBITUARIES

Editor’s note: 
The Madisonian does not 
endorse the viewpoints or 
statements of those who 

submit letters to the editor.
Please do your own research 

and check your facts.

Dale A. Dotson

Dale A. Dotson was born in Sidney, Mont., to Raymond C. Dotson and Blanche (Quilling) Dotson. He attended Lambert High 
School prior to joining the Army in 1953, where he earned his GED. He had fond memories of his time in Italy and Germany. After 
leaving the service he worked in Anaconda and Butte. In 1962 he married Claudia Breshears and they had three children together. He 
worked several ranches in the Ennis area and retired from MDOT. Later he and Claudia divorced and he married Patricia Neill. Dale 
was a very talented and creative man and building projects came easy to him. He passed away at his home as was his wish. Our thanks 
to the wonderful staff at St Vincent Hospital, Billings VA, Compassus Hospice, and Synergy Home Care.

Survivors include: wife Patricia; children Chris Dotson, Anaconda, and Deena Pederson, Ennis, stepchildren Paige Neeley, WV, and 
Brian Neeley, Missouri . Siblings: Mildred Glodowski, Klamath Falls,OR, Jack Dotson, Butte, MT, Minnie (David) Krueger, Doris Dot-
son, Ennis,MT, Delores Levno, Belgrade, MT, Lorry (Urusla) and Larry (Fi) Dotson, both of Libby, MT. Also, his four grandchildren 
and six great grandchildren.

Dale was preceded in death by his daughter Maureena, his parents, his sister Mary Keller and brothers Raymond , Milton, George 
and Howard McKnight.

Cremation has taken place and a gathering of family and friends will be held 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Fri., March 9 at the Knights of Colum-
bus, 2216 Grand Avenue.  Interment will follow at 2 p.m. at the Yellowstone National Cemetery in Laurel. Condolences for the family 
may be made at www.heightsfamilyfuneralhome.com

Donna J. Leise
Dec. 16, 1942  -  Feb. 5, 2018

Donna was born at Fitzsimmons Army Hospital, Denver, Colo., to Don and Ethyl (Campbell) Hood.  She died peacefully at 
HopeWest Hospice, Grand Junction, Colo. She is survived by her sister, Dorie, brother-in-law Gary Hilliker and nephew Michael from 
Sheridan, Mont. Also survived by nephew John (Ali) Hilliker from Oxford, Michigan. A more complete obituary will occur later this 
year, near the time that will be chosen for a Celebration of Life in her honor.

Peggy Lee Hoe
Feb. 23, 2018

Peggy Lee Hoe (Gann) died on Feb. 23, 2018. She was 70 years old, a longtime resident of McAllister, Montana, and consummate 
lover of the West. Peggy was born in Gettysburg Pennsylvania and grew up in the hills of California. In 1980 she moved to Montana 
and never stopped calling it home. She is survived by her husband Pidge, her daughter Sarah, her granddaughter McAllister, and her 
brother Craig.

Peggy loved music, reading, cooking, gardening with her dear friend Nancy, and beating Max at cribbage. She was a Montanan 
through and through—she had a huge heart, a sharp tongue, worked hard, and took no bull. Her ashes will be spread in the two places 
she found peace: in the mountains of North Meadow Creek and at the beach somewhere in Half Moon Bay.

Peggy Lee is finally free. We hold her memory in our hearts and call on her strength when needed. She will be remembered this sum-
mer with a party thrown by family and friends and through the Peggy Lee Hoe Memorial Fund at the Madison Valley Public Library, 
proceeds will be used to purchase more literary fiction for the people of Madison County.

If you are interested in remembering Peg in this way, please send your donations to: 210 E Main St. Ennis, MT  59729. 

March 2, 2018

The Madisonian ran an incorrect 
ad in the March 1, 2018 edition for 
Southwest Septic. It was an error on 

our side (The Madisonian) and it 
was completely unintentional and 
in no way, shape or form the Smail 
family or South West Septic who 

asked for the portable toilet/luxu-
ry trailer ad to run.  They have re-

cently designed a different ad and it 
was misplaced by mistake.

Dear Editor:

All Montanans are aware 
of the assault to take over 
public lands in Montana and 
other States. State Sen. Jennifer 
Fielder and cohorts (including 
the Montana Militia Move-
ment) have worked openly in 
and out of the legislature to 
find a way to return manage-
ment of federal lands to the 
States. Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke has inserted himself and 
his department into legislation 
that pushes for reduction of 
public land holdings. Sen. Steve 
Daines is currently sponsoring 
legislation with the mislead-
ing title of “Protect Public Use 
of Public Lands”. which does 
just the opposite, selectively 
removing existing protections 
on about 450,000 acres in 

Montana, the largest rollback of 
public protections in Montana 
history. Rep. Greg Gianforte 
introduced a pair of bills back-
ing Daines’ effort to remove 
wilderness study areas and ex-
panding the release of 240,000 
acres of BLM wilderness study 
areas across Montana.

Neither Daines nor Gian-
forte have the courage to hold 
public meetings in Montana. 
They used conference phone 
calls, during which they do 
most of their promotive talk-
ing, and are limited to seem-
ingly friendly phone calls. 
Daines has stated that by not 
appearing in public he will 
not be subjected to unruly 
crowds. Daines has seems to 
have easily persuaded county 
commissioners in the State to 
approve a “letter of support” 

for his WSA proposal. Ravalli 
County Commissioners ap-
proved a letter but had to recall 
their action and hold a public 
meeting after county residents 
objected to unilateral decisions. 
In Granite County, Daines’ aid 
stated that Daines announced 
public meeting was a “private 
meeting, not open to the public 
and that those who might op-
pose or ask questions should 
not be interfering with Daines’ 
agenda. Gallatin County 
residents protested against 
Gianforte’s bill this week.  The 
Madison County Commis-
sioners, without any public 
hearing, this week agreed to 
support Daines S.2206, fur-
thering Daines’ avoidance of 
dissenting views on the WSA 
issue. Gianforte’s and Daines’ 
bills ignore made-in-Montana 

solutions. The collaboration on 
the Snowcrest Wilderness area 
has accomplished agreement 
between ranchers, conservation 
groups and local Montanans. 
The Snowcrest offers agricul-
ture, hunting, fishing, back-
country activities, all agreed 
to by county residents. At the 
very least, the Madison County 
Commissioners should have set 
up a public meeting to allow 
comments from all residents 
before just rubber-stamping 
such controversial and divisive 
bills. 

Pat Bradley
Twin Bridges

Commission rubber-stamped bill with no public input
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Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each 
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail 
us at sales@madisoniannews.com.

Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of 
decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our 

“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information 
on  topics important to you.

Ask theExpert

Why should I take an adult 
education class this spring?
1) Learning makes you happy!  
“It’s actually a core need for 

psychological well-being. Learning can 
help us build confidence and a sense of self-
efficacy. It can also be a way of connecting 
with others,’ says Vanessa King, positive 
psychology expert at Action for Happiness. 
‘As human beings, we have a natural desire 
to learn and progress. Psychologists call it 
mastery.” https://www.psychologies.co.uk
2) Get to know other people in our community with shared interests.
3) Improve your quality of life with a new skill, hobby, or healthy habit.  
Learning something new each day is one the 15 metrics established by 
National Geographic author Dan Buettner and Gallup’s social scientists 
used to identify where Americans are living their best lives. https://www.
nationalgeographic.com
4) “You should never underestimate the importance of education on your 
overall well-being. . . it may help you break through personal barriers, giving 
you a greater sense of self-confidence to take on even more challenges in 
your life.” https://point.edu/news 
Spring Session begins Monday, April 16th!  Watch the paper for a schedule!

Q:
A:

CONTINUING EDUCATION

ennis-ece.org •   (406) 682-4258 
Ennis Continuing Education

   HEALTH CARE

ruby Valley clinics
Dr. Roman Hendrickson, MD

I’m curious about the health benefits 
of hypnosis but also wary of possible 

side-effects.  I don’t want to find myself 
clucking whenever someone says “banana”!

Q:

Therapeutic hypnosis helps 
mobilize inner resources which 
allows personal healing and 

change.  No person may be hypnotized 
who does not choose to be hypnotized.  
Hypnosis is a natural but altered state 
of mind allowing the hypnotist to suggest behaviors or changes to 
beliefs held by a person’s subconscious.  Hypnotic suggestions are 
only successful if the person is in agreement, has a compelling reason 
to change, and is an active participant in choosing the mechanism 
of change.  Most behaviors for which hypnosis is used require 4-6 
encounters, on average, to be successful. 
Hypnosis is often successful in behavior objectives such as smoking 
cessation, weight loss, sleep disorders, self-esteem and reduction of 
anxiety or pain.  The Ruby Valley Hospital hopes to offer hypnosis 
as a service on a limited basis in a year or so after opening the new 
facility.  

A:

sheridan   842-5056  •  Twin bridges   684-5546

Ask theExpert

Before you reach for that “treat”....
think about what it will take to “burn 

off” the calories you area bout to consume.  
The following foods burn times are 
calculated based on a 130 pound individual. 
If you weigh more, it will take less time. 
If you weigh less, it will take more time to 
burn.

1 glazed doughnut= 192 calories=53 minutes of lunges
1 grande café mocha=232 calories=87 minutes of crunches
1 small theatre popcorn=630 calories=135 minutes of elliptical
1 12 oz coke=140 calories=17 minutes jogging
cheeseburger & fries=691 calories=141 minutes of elliptical
2 slices pepperoni pizza=626 calories=159 minutes of climbing stairs
18 oz choc. shake=780 calories=65 minutes on treadmill
chips & queso=740 calories=130 minutes of swimming
1 12 oz margarita=540 calories=60 minutes of basketball

FITNESS

 406-682-4560
Madison Square Athletic Club

Madison 
Square 
Athletic 

Club

REAL ESTATE

berkshire haThaway  •   (406) 596-4288
Michelle VanDyke, Broker

Be the expert in YOUR 
industry...
Call now to reserve your 
spot.

Contact Rachel Anderson 
at 406.682.7755 or sales@
madisoniannews.com

Contact Rachel Anderson at 
406.682.7755 
or sales@madisoniannews.com

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO
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Q:

A:

BIRDING

wild birds unlimiTed   •   406-219-2066
Debi Naccarto, Owner

What is nesting season?Q:
A few days ago I saw a male and female 
Downy Woodpecker eating at the feeders. 

Seems to me it won’t be long before nesting season 
starts. Mountain Bluebirds, in particular, begin 
the nesting process earlier than most. Don’t be 
surprised if you see a Male Mountain Bluebird 
looking around the fields for a good home for a 
female. They will start checking out your nesting 
boxes soon, so make sure you are ready.
Bluebirds are found in open habitats, usually out of town, not in heavily wooded 
areas. If you live in such an area and have seen bluebirds you might be able to attract 
these birds to your nesting box. Be sure to use a house sized for our local Mountain 
Bluebirds and NOT for Eastern or Western Bluebirds. Bluebird boxes should sturdy, 
screwed (not nailed) together and should have thick wood for proper insulation against 
the heat and cold. Cedar works best. They should have proper ventilation and drainage 
and also open easily for cleaning. Birdhouses should be cleaned out after each brood 
has fledged, otherwise birds will build the next nest on top of the old one, thus bringing 
the eggs/babies closer to the entrance hole.
Check out the Mountain Bluebird Trail-MT on Facebook. Our local Sacajawea 
Audubon Society are the experts here and would love to give you the information you 
need. They are a tremendous resource.

A:

Why Is Pre-approval Important?

A:
Q:

Q:
A:  Buyer’s mortgage pre-approval is good for 

everyone in the transaction. It saves time, 
money and removes the uncertainty of knowing 
whether the buyer will be qualified after negotiating 
a contract. The direct benefits include:
o Looking at “Right” homes – price, size, amenities, 
location
o Find the best loan – rate, term, type
o Uncover credit issues early – time to cure possible problems
o Negotiating power – price, terms & timing
o Close quicker – verifications have been made
There is a significant difference in having a trusted mortgage professional take a 
loan application and run all the necessary verifications compared to going through 
calculators on a lender’s website. Besides the peace of mind, the cost of being pre-
approved is a bargain and generally, limited to the cost of the credit report.
Even if a person has been pre-approved, a second opinion from a different lender 
may be a good option. It can verify there is a good deal or you’ll discover that you 
can improve it. Either way, it works to your advantage. Contact me if you’d like a 
recommendation of a trusted lender.

Milkshake or No Milkshake?

How Can I Change My 
Thoughts and Behaviors?
Cognitive behavioral therapy 
(CBT), is an evidence-based 
therapy that focuses on shifting 

thoughts and behaviors which can 
improve many psychological difficulties. 
Many skills can be taught by the 
therapist through psychoeducation 
and may include: relaxation, training 
in social skills, or developing ways to 
reduce challenging thinking patterns. Role play in session is a good 
way to learn and practice skills. Psychoeducation provided in session 
can then become a homework assignment to be worked on in between 
sessions which aids the client in becoming skilled at problem solving. 
Setting goals is important in CBT sessions. CBT is a helpful treatment 
for many struggles including: anxiety, social skills deficiencies, 
depression, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), obsessive 
compulsive disorder (ODC), obstacles with attention, and relationship 
issues, to name a few. With CBT therapy, the expectation is that when 
a similar situation arises in the future, the client will have tools to use 
to work through the issue.

Q:
A:

MENTAL HEALTH

(406) 670-4546 
Lisa Brubaker, LCSW
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Q:

A:

What can I do to fight aging skin?

Often when I say I’m an esthetician 
people wittingly respond to me by 
asking “Can you make me look 

younger?”  While I don’t have the fountain 
of youth in my esthetics room there are 
many ways to educate and help my clients 
with Anti-aging treatments.  As we age 
our skin looses collagen and elasticity 
resulting in fine lines and wrinkles.  
Ultraviolet rays are also responsible for 
producing free radicals that can cause damage to the skin as well.  
Combating signs of aging is more than just fighting fine lines and 
wrinkles it also includes looking at the skin’s tone, texture and clarity.  
Some simple anti-aging steps include avoiding long sun exposure, 
wearing sunscreen and protective clothing, and using products that 
will help fight the signs of aging.  Look for products with antioxidants 
for daily use.  Antioxidants can be found in Vitamin C, E, grape 
seed and green tea extract.  Antioxidants fight free radicals that 
cause damage to collagen and elastin. Alpha Hydroxy, Retinoids, 
Resveratrol and ceramides are other common anti-aging ingredients 
that help skin retain moisture and stimulate skin cell renewal. Lastly, 
stay hydrated with plenty of water.

Q:

Trenz salon and day spa  •   310-699-2909, 406-682-3400
Jillian Greenhaw,  Esthetician, Jillian Skin Care

A:

SKINCARE

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Chronic pain:   Should I use pain 
pills or physical therapy?

Chronic pain is a common 
problem.   It consists of pain/
discomfort lasting greater than 6 

months.   This is a backache, headache 
long-term discomfort in any body part 
from trauma or activity.  
 A current study of chronic pain from 
the American Physical Therapy Association indicates the “physical 
therapist” as crucial healthcare provider to manage chronic pain.   
The article states “ The physical therapist  plays an important  role 
in managing chronic  pain.” Chronic pain is a debilitating illness.    
Physical therapy treatment includes flexibility, body awareness and 
strengthening exercises.    Treatment is a slow process based on 
functional activities. 
Chronic pain  is  a complex problem.  It requires a health care 
provider with knowledge and experience.

Q:

A:

PHYSICAL THERAPY

ennis physical Therapy  pc  •   406-682-3112
Robert (Bob) Sahli, PTATCLAT 

What is dry eye?

Dry eye can be a temporary 
or chronic condition, and can 
occur at any age. Dry eye 

occurs when tears are not produced 
properly, or when the tears are not of 
the correct consistency and evaporate 
too quickly. Symptoms are numerous 
and varied, but can include stinging, 
burning, redness, and fatigue. Inflammation of the surface of 
the eye may also occur. If left untreated, this can lead to pain, 
ulcers, or scars on the cornea, as well as potential vision loss. 
However, permanent vision loss is uncommon. Dry eye can make 
it more difficult to perform activities, such as using a computer 
or reading for an extended period of time. as well as decrease the 
tolerance for dry environments and contact lens wear. Over the 
counter drops will provide temporary relief, but try to avoid those 
with preservatives. Your eye care professional can provide an 
accurate diagnosis of the condition and begin treatment to avoid 
permanent damage.

Q:
A:

EYE CARE

eyes on main  •  406-577-2380
Dr. Jeff Squire

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
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Q:

A:

The answer is Yes. In a recent 
report by Watson Wyatt Company, 
36% of the 726 associations and 

other nonprofit organizations surveyed had 
a D&O liability claim in the past ten years 
- more than double the percentage that had 
had a claim in the preceding ten years. The 
greatest increase of claims activity is among 
smaller organizations. What would an unexpected and uncovered 
expense of $114,000 do to your organization, and your individual 
directors. 
Without nonprofit D&O coverage, you may pay for your own defense, 
even if you are proven blameless and do not count fully on the state 
immunity laws to protect you.

INSURANCE

The agency insurance diVision   •   406-682-4202
Ty Moline, Agent, CISR

Q: Do people really sue nonprofits?

A:
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MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE DISPATCH LOG
2/25/18 – 3/3/18

2/25/18
Dog Complaint in 600 Blk Nicole Way 
Ennis
Welfare Check in 300 Blk E Hamilton St 
Sheridan
Wildlife Complaint on MT Hwy 287 MM 
30 Sheridan
Accident on MT Hwy 41 MM 53 Silver 
Star
 
2/26/18
Suspicious Circumstances on Hardy Circle 
Ennis
Suspicious Circumstances in 200 Blk W 
9th Ave Twin Bridges
Wildlife Complaint on MT Hwy 287 MM 
25 Alder
Traffic Complaint at MT Hwy 287 & Sand 
Coulee Rd Sheridan
Threats in 200 Blk E Grizzly St Ennis
Medical Aid on Main St Pony
Suspicious Circumstances in 100 Blk MT 
Hwy 359 Cardwell

2/27/18
Fire Call in 2300 Blk MT Hwy 287 Alder
Medical Aid in 100 Blk W Fagin St Ennis
Fire Call on White Swan Ln Twin Brides
Suspicious Circumstances on Placer Loop 
Virginia City

2/28/18
Accident in 2200 MT Hwy 287 Alder
Traffic Complaint on MT Hwy 41 S MM 
16 Twin Bridges
Suspicious Circumstances on Novich Ln 
Twin Bridges
Traffic Complaint on US Hwy 287 MM 71 
Harrison
Accident Out of County

3/1/18
Missing Person call in 300 Blk E Hamilton 
St Sheridan
Accident at US Hwy 287/Bear Creek Loop 
Cameron
Welfare Check on Sand Coulee Rd 
Sheridan

3/2/18
Accident on MT Hwy 87 MM 1 Cameron
Citizen Assist on Parsons Ln Sheridan
Citizen Assist on Terrell Way Twin 
Bridges
Welfare Check on Boe Ln Twin Bridges

3/3/18
Wildlife Complaint in 200 Blk N Second 
St Ennis

The Madison County Sheriff ’s Office 
responded to 63 Calls for Service from 
Feb 25-Mar 3, 2018.

SPONSORED BY:

Madison County 

February 18, 2018 - February 24, 2018
D ISPATCH

2018 MADE IN MONTANA TRADESHOW
FOR FOOD AND GIFTS

Store Owners - Join us in Helena for 
the largest wholesale show in Montana!

Friday, March 23  9:00AM-6:00PM
Lewis and Clark County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall, Helena, MT

Qualified wholesale buyers/retailers 
register early online: 

madeinmontanashow.com

• Discover over 150 exhibitors unveiling their     
newest items in the food & gift industry

• Showcase local products on your store  
shelves for over 12 million visitors and locals

madeinmontana@mt.gov | 406.841.2757
Brought to you by the Montana Department of Commerce

- ATTENTION-
HIGH PEAKS FEDERAL 

CREDIT UNION MEMBERS

High Peaks Federal Credit Union
One of America’s Credit Unions

“Where People Are Worth More Than Money”

Refreshments 
& Door Prizes

Make plans 
now to attend

Main Office
222 S. Pacific, P.O. Box 29 • Dillon, MT 59725 •  (406)683-4373

Branch Office
9 Main St., P.O. Box 443
Whitehall, MT 59759
Ph: (406) 287-5496
Fax: (406) 287-7936

Branch Office
103 S. Main

(old Pick and Pan Building)
Sheridan, MT 59749
Ph: (406) 842-5372

The 57th annual meeting of the 
membership will be at 7 p.m. on 

Monday, March 12th, 2018 at the University 
of Montana Western in the Lewis & Clark 

Room. A short business meeting with 
elections will be held.

FOR SALE: SHREDDED CORNSTALKS
~ Roundup Ready, no weeds.

~ Already processed.
~ Krone Baler - heaviest bales on the market.

~ Low feed cost - half as much as grass.
~ Looking for yearly deals.

~ Wheat and Barley straw available.
~ Trucking included - haul more tons than rounds.

~ Less storage space.

Call John 701-269-3413.

Call for a free estimate!

HEATING • A/C • DUCT CLEANING

Serving Madison, Beaverhead and Gallatin Counties

Forced Air | Radiant Boiler Systems | Geothermal Heat Pumps

406.221.6677

Montana Mechanical

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS…IN SPACE!

Missoula Children’s Theatre came to Ennis during the week of Feb. 26 – March 2 to cast, direct and 
present “Gulliver’s Travels…In Space!” (E. Leonard photo)
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CONTACT 
TINA@
MADISONIANNEWS.COM

USE THIS 
“REAL ESTATE” TO SELL  YOUR  REAL ESTATE 

AFFILIATED PRODUCT  OR SERVICE!

BHHSMT.COM
ENNIS: 406.682.5002 | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686 

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

ENNIS: 101 E. MAIN STREET  |  406.682.5002 • SHERIDAN: 118 S. MAIN STREET | 406.842.5650

It will be difficult not to fall in love with this 1,868 +/- SF ranch 
style home completely remodeled in 2015. This home features 
3-bedrooms and 2-baths plus an office/bonus room. This home 
has a completely fenced-in yard, mature trees, and a two-car 
garage. You’ll find enough privacy while being close to the small-
town amenities.

Frank
Colwell

broker
596-1076

402 N. BRIDGE STREET | TWIN BRIDGES
$298,000 | #314352 |NEW LISTING

This beautiful 1,636 +/- SF, 3-bedroom, 2-bath home is in the 
Passamari Subdivision in Sheridan. This home features a chain link 
fence in the back yard, a storage shed, an underground sprinkler 
system, and an attached two car garage. It is hard to find a home 
in the Ruby Valley that is in this good of shape.

Will
Koehler sales associate
596-0733

507 CENTENNIAL DRIVE | SHERIDAN
$208,000 | #314494 | NEW LISTING

Tim
Beardsley
sales associate

581-7056
PARCEL 2 JACK CREEK VIEW, ENNIS

$275,000|#203953|JACK CREEK

Ownership of this 5±ac parcel gives you access rights to use a 
private road through the incredibly scenic Jack Cr Canyon to Big 
Sky resort. This road exceeds county standards & is maintained 
year round. There are a trail heads to the Lee Metcalf Wilderness 
within easy walking or riding distance from this property.

Dot 
Merrill

sales associate
570-9067

LOT 59 & 60 SHINING MOUNTAINS, ENNIS
$152,000|#314515|#314557|JUST LISTED

Excellent adjoining building sites with unobstructed views of the 
Madison & Gravelly Ranges. These parcels border Wigwam 
Creek & overlook the Bar 7 Ranch. Private fishing at Haypress 
Lakes Common Area & access to BLM property for hunting. 10.66± 
Acres total!  Buy separately for $79,900, 5± Acres.

Great location in one of Ennis’ finest subdivisions - Pronghorn 
Meadows - for this 1.86 acre parcel. This lot offers beautiful views 
of the surrounding mountain ranges. Ownership includes wildlife 
corridors, an equestrian center to board horses, a Community 
Center, &strong covenants protecting your investment!

LOT 14 SOARING EAGLE ROAD, ENNIS
$41,000|#314521|JUST LISTED

Jan 
Murphy

sales associate
539-4200

Melinda
Merrill

broker
596-4288

33 SHEEP CREEK ROAD, CAMERON
$1,250,000|#215215|PRICE REDUCTION

Majestic custom log home w/40’x40’ shop on 60± acres tucked 
under the Madison Mountains. Expansive windows bring the 
massive mountain views into the home as you enjoy the river rock 
fireplace, large open floor plan, wrap around decks, stamped 
concrete patio, & more!

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Submitted by 
Michelle VanDyke

BHHSMT
Ruby Valley Office

As you’ve no doubt 
heard the U.S. tax code 
got an overhaul—so 
what does that mean 
for the 2017 return 
you’re filing right 
about now? It means 
that this is your last 
chance to take advan-
tage of tax deductions 
from the old tax code. 
Yikes!

To help you out, 
here’s a rundown of 
four major tax breaks 
that are disappearing 
after this filing year, 
and how to take full 
advantage of them be-
fore they go bye-bye.

1. Home office
With the increasing 

popularity of telecom-
muting and working 
from home, the home 
office tax deduction is 
one that many people 
opt to take. If you’re 
full-time self-em-
ployed, this deduction 
will continue in 2018. 
But for all you office 
workers who work in 
your “home office” on 
the occasional Friday? 
The gig is up.

So if you’re a W-2 
employee, start saying 
your tearful goodbyes 
to your home office 
deduction—but not 
after you’ve had one 
last hurrah filing your 
2017 return. The home 
office deduction falls 

under what’s called 
“miscellaneous deduc-
tions,” and includes 
business expenses that 
are not reimbursed by 
your employer. Miscel-
laneous deductions 
can’t exceed 2% of your 
adjusted gross income, 
but if you meet the 
requirements, you can 
take the deduction in 
2017.

2. Unlimited prop-
erty tax

One of the biggest 
changes for homeown-
ers in the new tax bill 
is the cap on deducting 
property taxes.

“Before, regard-
less of the amount, all 
property taxes were 
tax-deductible,” ex-
plains Bronnenkant. 
Yet going forward 
in 2018, “the maxi-
mum you can deduct 
is $10,000, and that 
includes state and local 
income tax, property 
tax, and sales tax.”

That means if you 
pay more than $10,000 
a year between your 
state and local income 
taxes, property tax, 
and sales tax, anything 
exceeding that amount 
is no longer deduct-
ible—which is all the 
more reason to rake it 
in right now

3. Moving expenses
If you moved in 

2017, lucky you: You’re 
the last to take advan-
tage of the ability to 
deduct your moving 
expenses, provided 

your move meets cer-
tain requirements (e.g., 
your new job is at least 
50 miles farther away 
than your old job was 
from your old home).

4. Interest on a 
home equity loan for 
non-home improve-
ment purposes

A home equity loan 
is money you borrow 
using your home as 
collateral. This “second 
mortgage” (because 
it’s in addition to your 
original home loan) 
often takes the form 
of a home equity loan 
or home equity line of 
credit (HELOC). Tra-
ditionally, the interest 
on these loans could 
be deducted up to 
$100,000 for married 
joint filers and $50,000 
for individuals. The 
best part? You could 
use that money to pay 
for anything—college 
tuition, a wedding, you 
name it.

But starting in 2018, 
home equity loan 
interest is deductible 
only if it’s used for 
one purpose: to “buy, 
build, or improve” your 
home, according to the 
IRS. 

Give me a call if you 
want to own a home to 
take advantage of some 
of the best tax breaks 
in the future. Michelle 
Van Dyke, BHHS-MT 
Twin Bridges.

Parts of this article 
were reprinted from 
Realtor.com news site.

RUNDOWN ON FOUR MAJOR TAX 
BREAKS THAT WILL BE GONE AFTER 

THIS FILING YEAR



MADISON County weather

PARTLY CLOUDY  
High 41° Low 21°

Thursday

Fr iday

AM CLOUDS PM SUN 
 
High ° Low 23°

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote  of the 
Week:

- George S. 
Patton 

PARTLY CLOUDY 
High 38° Low 19°

MOSTLY SUNNY  
High 41° Low 23°

SUNNY 
High 45° Lo 27 

“Accept the 
challenges so that 
you can feel the 
exhilaration of 

victory.”

SHERIDAN
Sheridan High School’s 
Student of the Week is 
Senior Harley Sprinkle.  
Harley works extremely 
hard in all of her classes and 
is not involved in sports 
but is involved with student 
council. Harley has a job 
outside of school where 
she puts in a fair amount of 
time.   Harley has been an 

honor roll student all of her high school career and is a great 
member of our student body.  She is a great example for her 
peers and always has a smile on her face. Congratulations 
Harley —keep up the great work! 

sponsored by:
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Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher
Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Ads bring 
results!

Call Tina at 
406-682-7755

to place
an ad. 

South West SepticLocally Owned & Operated

WWW.SWSMT.COM  •  swsmt@hotmail.com
Ennis 682-7854  •  Sheridan 842-7854  

Dear Valued Customer
Ray and Mary express regret for any confusion.

We only sold the portable toilet division of our business in June 2017.
We apologize as the new owners have not removed the signage

including our trade name and phone numbers from their
trucks, portable toilets and equipment. For all your septic

pumping and installation needs, call us today.

R&M Rentals Inc.
Ron or Martha Noack

4995 US Hwy 287 N. ~ Ennis, MT 59729

Daily & Weekly Rentals
Compact & Mid-size cars, SUVs
Offi ce Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, M-F

Saturday by appointment
Major Credit Cards Required

406.682.7039 
After Hours Call 581.0096 or 570.8133 or
xpressrenta_car@yahoo.com

SHERIDAN SCHOOLS ADULT EDUCATION

OPEN GYM - VOLLYBALL
SUNDAY EVENINGS 6-8PM

Please bring a pair of clean, 
non-marking athletic shoes 

to be worn in gym

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Home Park
Assisted Living

843-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

4 PAWS RESCUE PET 
OF THE WEEK

KILA
Hey I thought you were coming to see me soon. I haven’t seen 

you and I’ve been looking and praying. I’m a sweet loving young 
lady, who was abandoned in town.  I have everything taken care 
of (well except for my yearly boosters) and am healthy and ready 
to go. I’’m a good inside lady and love to be petted and played 
with and brushed too.   As an added bonus, I offer to you my 
excellent mousing skills. Please call Misty at 439-1405 about me 
soon. Sincerely, Kila

SPONSORED BY:
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AFTER THE UNITED STATES JOINED THE ALLIES IN 
WORLD WAR I IN APRIL 1917,  TIGHTENED FOOD 
REGULATIONS REQUIRED FAMILIES TO CHANGE 
THEIR EATING HABITS TO SUPPORT THE WAR 
EFFORT. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CREATED 
THE U.S. FOOD ADMINISTRATION TO MANAGE 
FOOD SUPPLY. PART OF THE DEPARTMENT’S 
MISSION WAS TO INVENT DISHES—AND REINVENT 
FAVORITE ONES—TO HELP AMERICANS INTEGRATE 
ALTERNATIVE INGREDIENTS INTO THEIR MEALS.

100 YEARS 
AGO

Compiled/Edited by Rick 
and Susie Graetz

University of Montana 

Authors’ Note: This piece 
is excerpted from a report 
Clyde Fickes wrote in May 
1944. It appeared in “Volume 
1 – Early Days In The For-
est Service.” His words are 
excerpted with light editing. 
Fickes retired from the U.S. 
Forest Service in 1947. He 
died at age 103 on Dec. 29, 
1987 – from an accident on 
the dance floor.

I applied for work on the 
old Lewis & Clark National 
Forest in the spring of 1907. 
Appointed a Forest Guard 
on July 1st at $60 per month 
and supplying two horses, 
and myself I was assigned to 
a survey party on the Swan 
River. On July 23rd and 24th 
I took the Forest Ranger 
examination at Kalispell and 
was directed to go to the 
Hannan Gulch Ranger Station 
on the North Fork of the Sun 
River. It has always been my 
impression that I was not con-
sidered a very promising can-
didate for ranger by Acting 
Supervisor A.C. McCain, so 
he figured, “I’ll give this kid 
an assignment that he won’t 
want to accept, or else he will 
never get to Sun River and we 
will be well rid of him.”

They gave me a badge, a 
Use Book and a Green Book 
and told me, “When you 
get to Hannan, you can take 
charge of the Sun River Dis-
trict.” That's how I became a 

forest ranger in 1907.
Well, I fooled McCain. I 

had discussed with Ranger 
Jack Clack the possible routes 
to follow. He had suggested 
the best route for that time 
of year was to go up “Big 
River,” the Middle Fork of the 
Flathead, follow the railroad 
until I reached the east side, 
and then south across country 
until I reached Sun River.

Leaving Kalispell on July 
26th, with saddle and pack-
horses, I swam the South 
Fork (of the Flathead), which 
was high, and camped the 
first night at the old Fitzpat-
rick homestead about where 
the present highway bridge is 
located.

Most of the trail followed 
the tote road used in building 
the railroad back in the ’90s, 
and there were places where 
the trail lay between the iron 
rails, which made travel by 
horse a little hazardous at 
times, as one never knew 
when a train would want to 
use the tracks. That second 
night on the trail, I camped 
about 3 or 4 miles east of 
Belton (West Glacier) on the 
old tote road grade near some 
cabins where there was good 
grass for the horses. The next 
day, I made it to Essex and 
camped for the night with 
Ranger Dick Bradley and his 
family.

In the morning the horses 
and I forded the “Big River,” 
and even though the current 
was rather fast, we made it to 
the other side all right without 
much difficulty and proceed-

ed up Bear Creek. Camped at 
the Phil Gypher place at his 
invitation, as there was good 
horse feed, and we were tired.

From Bear Creek we rode 
to the Lubec Ranger Station. 
Flies were real bad, giv-
ing the horses no rest, and I 
stayed over the next day to 
catch our breath. This was 
July 31, 1907. The problem 
now was to get across the 
Blackfeet Indian Reserva-
tion without having to go 
to Browning for a pass, 
therefore saving myself 
2 days time. I camped at 
Wolf Plume’s place on the 
Little Badger that night. I had 
worked on the cow roundup 
on the reservation the year 
before and knew these 
Indians. They were camped 
on Wolf Plume’s personal 
allotment putting up the hay. 
There were 5 or 6 tepees of 
them.

A couple of years before 
that, the government had built 
for Chief Wolf Plume a two-
room log cabin and partially 
furnished it, and it had never 
been used-even one night. 
The old man took me over 
and showed me the cabin and 
told me to camp in it for the 
night. I thanked the Chief and 
he said to me “You got pass?” 
I shook my head. He grinned, 
shook his head, and left me to 
make camp. There was a new 
six-hole Majestic stove in the 
cabin, and it had never had a 
fire in it. I didn’t disturb its 
virginity!

I finally pulled into the 
little town of Dupuyer late 

that next night. We were 
tired; it had been a long, hot 
day. A manger full of hay 
looked good to my horses. I 
went looking for a steak for 
myself.

Late the next afternoon, 
we arrived at Ranger Linc 
Hoys ranch on Blackleaf 
Creek, spent the night and in 
the morning headed to the 
Godwin Ranch at the forks of 
Deep Creek. The horses had a 
good roll and spent the night 
in knee-deep grass.

Left Godwin Ranch about 
9:30 a.m. and arrived at last 
at the Hannan Gulch Ranger 
Station at about 2:30 p.m. It 
was quite a climb down into 
the Sun River Canyon on a 
narrow winding trail, across 
bare slide areas made by deer 
and elk on slopes as steep as 
60 degrees and more.

According to my diary, I 
had traveled some 190 miles 
in 10 days to reach my post 
of duty.

At Hannan, I found Assis-
tant Ranger Henry Waldref in 
charge. He was an old-timer 
who had been appointed to 
patrol the forests and watch 
for forest fires for 6 months 
each year. He had a min-
ing claim near Lincoln, and 
his 6 months’ wages from 
the Forest Service were his 
winter’s grubstake. Henry 
was camped in a tent along 
the creek, and I joined him 
there. To him the job was just 
a summer's outing. He had 
been in the hills for years, 
and I sure picked up a lot of 
handy ideas from him about 
life in the mountains and liv-
ing off the back of a pack-
horse that have been useful to 
me all my life.

At that time, the Sun River 
Ranger District, with head-
quarters at the Hannan Gulch 
Ranger Station, included all 
of what is now called the Sun 
River drainage (then called 
the North Fork), the Deep 
Creek drainage to the north 
and the Willow and Ford 
Creek drainages to the south. 
At that time, the stream 
running through the town of 
Augusta was known as the 
South Fork of the Sun River. 
What is now known as the 
South Fork of the Sun River 
was then known as the South 
Fork of the North Fork, and 
we also had the West Fork of 
the South Fork of the North 
Fork of the Sun River.

Rocky Mountain Front's First Ranger

Clyde Fickes, in the early 1900s, with horses near Hannan Gulch Ranger Station

Q&A with all-school 
student of the week 

Reid Johnson

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

Every week, The Madisonian is sent information on various students 
throughout the county and their achievements at their respective 
school. Recently, we mis-reported that Reid Johnson was Student of 
the Week for Sheridan Schools and then again for Harrison Schools, 
so we sat down with the student from Twin Bridges to get the facts 
straight.

Caitlin Avey: What school do you attend?
Reid Johnson: Twin Bridges.
CA: What grade are you in?
RJ: Seventh grade.
CA: We originally reported you as student of the week at Sheridan, 
have you ever attended school at Sheridan?
RJ: No, and it was funny because I knew I was going to be student 
of the week but when everyone was laughing I was like ‘what’s go-
ing on?’ and I saw that I was listed as from Sheridan, I just laughed.
CA: The next week, we reported you as being from Harrison – Have 
you been to Harrison’s School before?
RJ: Nope!
CA: What do you like about school?
RJ: Umm, mostly learning and hanging around with friends while 
doing that. The interactive things too that will probably prepare you 
for jobs later on. 
CA: What’s your favorite subject?
RJ: I like math a lot. I feel like it just has a pattern and I can do it 
and I like Algebra.
CA: You’ve got some time but any idea what you want to do after 
school?
RJ: No, not really.
CA: What’s your favorite thing about being a Falcon?
RJ: Here everyone is nice, they come with a smile. They’re always 
just ready to do something and I feel like we do a lot here, learning 
wise. We have this thing in science we’re doing, PLTW, it’s kind of 
like STEM and right now, we’re doing stuff with DNA and it’s really 
interesting. 
CA: What other things do you really like about school in Twin 
Bridges?
RJ: We have a good band, I’m in that and play the saxophone. We go 
to tournaments often and we like to show our pride to our school. 
We hosted the middle school band festival and that was really fun. 
CA: What do you like about music and band?
RJ: I love our teacher, Mrs. Wisler, she’s a great teacher. She makes 
playing fun but also, we’re learning and we usually get to pick the 
songs we want to learn and just have a good time. 
CA: What does it mean to be chosen as student of the week?
RJ: I just feel good, and proud of myself that I did something and 
earned an achievement. I’ve just got to keep working on it. 

Reid Johnson is a seventh grader at Twin Bridges School and 
was recently recognized as Student of the Week. (C. AVEY 
PHOTO)



JOIN  US  ON 
FACE B O O K! 

and be the first to 
get breaking news.

facebook.com/madisonian
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Deadline is approaching!
Call Tina by Friday, March 9!

MONDAYS 

KnitNite, Ennis
Meets at Right Angles 
Framing and Gallery 
from 5-7 p.m. the first 
and third Monday of 

the month.

Bridge, Ennis
Every Monday at 

11:30 at the First Madi-
son Valley Bank. New 

players welcome.

Madison County 
Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, 

Virginia City
Meeting the first Mon-
day of each month 
from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Com-

missioners meet every 
Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. 

Annex Building.

Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis

Meet on the second 
Tuesday of every 

month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.

org

Children's Story & 
Craft Time for babies, 

Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 
10:30 a.m. at the 

Thompson Hickman 
Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia 
City

Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 

Madison County 
Library

Every other Tuesday 
night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 

at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, 
Ennis

Madison Valley Pub-
lic Library, 10:30 a.m. 

682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third 

Wednesday of the 
month at the Madi-

son Valley Public 
Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, 
Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every Wednes-
day, 5:30 p.m. Madi-

son Valley Baptist 
Church

Shape up, Ennis
Workout for seniors 
focusing on stretch-

ing and toning at the 
athletic club at 8:15 

a.m.

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday 
from 2:45-4 p.m. at 
the Bloomin' Ruby 

Cafe.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and 

friends support group 
for those struggling 

with addiction. 5 p.m. 
100 Prairie Way, 599-

3659.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 

MONTH
September through 
May at noon at the 

Madison Valley Baptist 
Church.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis

SECOND THURS OF EA. 
MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Val-
ley Manor SunRoom

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 
a.m. Madison Valley 
Public Library.  682-

7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 
live music in the tast-
ing room, 5:30 p.m.. 

See the weekly ad on 
this page for perform-

ers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY
MARCH 7

Presentation, Ennis
Understanding how your 

property can support 
pollinator species, and 
how you can improve 

their habitat at 6 p.m. at 
the Ennis School.

Lenten breakfast, Ennis
7 a.m. at the Assembly of 

God Church.

Book club, Ennis
Ennis book club, 1 p.m. at 
the MVPL. Book feature 
is “Hillbilly Elegy” written 

by J.D. Vance.

THURSDAY
MARCH 8

Meeting, Virginia City
Madison County 

Democratic Central 
Committee meeting at 

10 a.m. at the Thompson-
Hickman Library. 

SATURDAY
MARCH 10

Presentation, 
Virginia City

“Climbing Mountains 
in Skirts” presents 

Dorothy Eck, Martha 
Edgerton Rolfe Plassman 

and Mildred Walker in 
celebrating Women’s 

History month. 7 p.m. at 
the Elling House Arts and 

Humanities Center.

Pinochle, Cameron

Pinochle parties at the 
Bear Creek Schoolhouse 
every Saturday in March 
at 7 p.m. Call 682-4638 

or 682-4636 for info.

MONDAY
MARCH 12

Meeting, Ennis
American Legion 

meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
VFW.

March Madness, Twin 
Bridges

College basketball team 
auction, fundraiser at the 
Blue Anchor Bar for the 

Twin Bridges Community 
Association at 6 p.m.

MONDAY
MARCH 13

Speaker, Ennis
Jared Pettinato, 

Democratic candidate for 
U. S. House Seat running 
in the Primary June 5th, 

is coming to speak 
and answer questions 
regarding his policies 

and why he is running for 
this office.  6 p.m. at the 

MVPL.

WEDNESDAY
MARCH 14

Lenten breakfast, Ennis
7 a.m. at the St. Patrick’s 

Catholic Church.

Presentation, Ennis
Noxious weeds-

Understanding and 
managing invasives in the 
Madison Valley at 6 p.m. 

at the Ennis School.

THURSDAY
MARCH 15

Beekeeping 101, Ennis
Beekeeping workshop at 
6 p.m. at the Ennis High 

School.

Party, Ennis
The Madison Valley 

History Association will 
host a birthday party 

for William Ennis. Gary 
Forney will present a 

brief history of William 
Ennis. Cake and ice 

cream will be provided. 4 
p.m. at the Senior Center.

SATURDAY
MARCH 17

Chautauqua, 
Virginia City

Chautauqua presentation 
at the Elling House Arts 
and Humanities Center 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

with a potluck and 
performances starting at 

7:30 p.m.

Spring bazaar, 
Twin Bridges

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. with a 
pasty lunch available 

from 11-2 at the Senior 
and Community Center. 
Wear green for a door 
prize entry and bring an 
Irish limerick to enter for 
two pasties. Call Janie 
at 684-5677 for more 

information. 

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755
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Understanding Your Risk for Deep Vein Thrombosis

(StatePoint) Anything that keeps the blood from circulating properly can cause a clot, includ-
ing injury, illness, lack of movement, certain inherited conditions and lifestyle factors. Deep 
vein thrombosis, or DVT, is a large blood clot that forms in one or more of the deep veins in 
the body. Knowing the symptoms of DVT could help save your life. For more information, visit 
clearingtheclot.com.

During the month of March, DVT Awareness Month, take control of your health to help 
decrease your chances of developing DVT by understanding the risks and treatment options 
available.

Creating Healthy Habits
Make Better Choices Easier

Submitted by The National 
Institutes for Health

We know that making healthy 
choices can help us feel better 
and live longer. Maybe you’ve 
already tried to eat better, get 
more exercise or sleep, quit 
smoking, or reduce stress. It’s 
not easy. But research shows 
how you can boost your ability 
to create and sustain a healthy 
lifestyle.
“It’s frustrating to experience 

setbacks when you’re trying 
to make healthy changes and 
reach a goal,” says NIH behavior 
change expert Dr. Susan Cza-
jkowski. “The good news is that 
decades of research show that 
change is possible, and there are 
proven strategies you can use to 
set yourself up for success.”
Lots of things you do impact 

your health and quality of life, 
now and in the future. You can 
reduce your risk for the most 
common, costly, and preventable 
health problems—such as heart 
disease, stroke, cancer, type 2 
diabetes, and obesity—by mak-
ing healthy choices.

Know Your Habits

Regular things you do—from 
brushing your teeth to having a 
few drinks every night—can be-
come habits. Repetitive behav-
iors that make you feel good can 
affect your brain in ways that 
create habits that may be hard 
to change. Habits often become 
automatic—they happen without 
much thought.
“The first step to changing your 

behavior is to create an aware-
ness around what you do regu-
larly,” explains Dr. Lisa Marsch, 
an expert in behavior change 
at Dartmouth College. “Look 
for patterns in your behavior 
and what triggers the unhealthy 
habits you want to change.”
Maybe you eat too much while 

watching TV or join a friend on 
smoke breaks even when you 
don’t want a cigarette. “You can 

develop ways to disrupt those 
patterns and create new ones,” 
Marsch says. For instance, eat 
meals with the TV off or join 
friends for healthy activities, 
like walk breaks.

Make a Plan

Make a plan that includes 
small, reasonable goals and spe-
cific actions you’ll take to move 
toward them.
“If you walk by the vending 

machine at work and buy junk 
food every afternoon, try walk-
ing a different way to eliminate 
that decision and bring healthy 
snacks from home,” Czajkowski 
says. “Whenever possible, make 
the healthy choice the easy 
choice.”
Consider what you think you’ll 

need to be successful. How can 
you change things around you to 
support your goals? You might 
need to stock up on healthy 
foods, remove temptations, or 
find a special spot to relax.
Get friends and loved ones 

involved. Research shows that 
people’s health behaviors tend to 
mirror those of their family and 
friends. Invite them to join you, 
support you, and help you stay 
on track.
It’s also important to plan for 

obstacles. Think about what 
might derail your best efforts to 
live healthier. How can you still 
make healthy choices during 
unexpected situations, in stress-
ful times, or when tempted by 
old habits?

Stay on Track

Doing positive things for 
yourself can feel exciting and 
rewarding. But there will also be 
times when you wonder if you 
can stick with it.
“Identify negative thoughts and 

turn them into realistic, produc-
tive ones,” Marsch advises.
Keeping a record can help. 

You can use a paper journal, 
computer program, or mobile 

app to note things like your diet, 
exercise, stress levels, or sleep 
patterns. A study of people who 
lost at least 30 pounds and kept 
the weight off for at least a year 
found that they often tracked 
their progress closely.
“Even when you think you’re 

about to ‘fall off the wagon,’ 
hold on,” Czajkowski says. 
“Continue to track your behav-
ior. Sometimes when you feel 
like you’re failing, you can learn 
the most.”
Marsch and others are work-

ing on digital technologies, like 
mobile apps, that could support 
you in a moment of weakness. 
Her team is also using technol-
ogy to learn more about how to 
measure and increase the abil-
ity to monitor and control our 
behavior.
“The more you practice self-

control, the better you become 
at it,” says Dr. Leonard Epstein, 
who studies behavior change 
and decision-making at the Uni-
versity at Buffalo. “You develop 
the capacity to act and react 
another way.”

Think About the Future

Epstein has found that some 
people have a harder time than 
others resisting their impulses. 
He calls this “delay discount-
ing,” where you discount, or 
undervalue, the larger benefits 
of waiting in favor of smaller 
immediate rewards. This can 
lead to things like overeating, 
substance abuse, drinking or 
shopping too much, or risky 
sexual behavior.
“You can learn to postpone 

immediate gratification through 
episodic future thinking, or 
vividly imagining future posi-
tive experiences or rewards,” 
he explains. “It’s a great way to 
strengthen your ability to make 
decisions that are better for you 
in the long run.”
Epstein is now studying how to 

use this technique to help people 
who are at risk for type 2 diabe-
tes prevent the disease.
Focusing on how a change 

might heal your body and en-
hance your life can help. When 
you stop smoking, your risk of 
a heart attack drops within 24 
hours. Reducing stress can lead 
to better relationships. Even 
small improvements in your 
nutrition and physical activity 
can reduce your health risks and 
lengthen your life.

Be Patient

Sometimes when you’re trying 
to adopt healthier habits, other 
health issues can get in the way.
“When you’re really strug-

gling with these behaviors, ask 
yourself if more is going on,” 
Czajkowski says. “For example, 
mental health conditions like 
depression and anxiety can be 
tied to unhealthy behaviors.”
A health professional can work 

with you to address any underly-
ing issues to make change feel 
easier and to help you be more 
successful.
You’re never too out of shape, 

too overweight, or too old to 
make healthy changes. Try dif-
ferent strategies until you find 
what works best for you.
“Things may not go as planned, 

and that’s okay,” Czajkowski 
says. “Change is a process. 
What’s most important is to 
keep moving forward.”
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Commodity Insite!  Trump TariffsAttention Deficit Disorder.

by Jerry Welch  by Jerry Welch

The campfire was a welcome sight.  We’d ridden most 
the day.  We led the horses to the corral, then tossed in 
bales of hay.  
The corral had seen some better years. We thought 
it looked worn out. I’ll bet the corral had stories you 
could ramble on about.  
The posts were all of juniper.  They’d lasted many 
years.  But the poles were torn and broken from those 
wild and angry steers.  
As cowboys do, we always brought a roll of baler twine.  
The string served many purposes from rope to fishing 
line.
We tied the corral together and were proud of what 
we built.  One cowboy said, “It sure looks like my 
Grandma’s patched up quilt.”
We wolfed down spuds and gravy, climbed in bags and 

hit the light.  Then woke up to the sounds of hell!  I’d say around midnight.
A half a dozen cowboys stumbled out with pistols drawn.  One cowboy stood there freezing, only whitey-tidies 
on.  
The racket came from in the corral.  ‘Twas pandemonium!  The horses were so loud that it could crack your 
cranium!
We shined our lights out in the corral.  A steer was in the midst.  He’d jumped the fence and scared the horses 
half out of their wits.
The steer was chowing down the hay.  He meant to cause no strife.  But for sure was not about to leave the 
best meal of his life.  
We settled down the horses, then we tied each to a tree.  The time was nearly two o’clock or maybe even three.  
The steer was gone by daylight.  He had caused his share of grief.  I said, “If he comes back again I’m turning 
him to beef !”
Now the old corral was empty.  It was tied and torn about.  Guess I’d never seen a corral that couldn’t keep a 
critter out.

 Worn Out Corral

Interested in submitting a column?  Contact Geoff Hamill at editor@madisoniannews.com

The big story this week for 
the entire Big Four: stocks, 
bonds, currencies and commodi-
ties is the news that President 
Trump plans to place tariffs on 
steel and aluminum. Two days 
before the news was announced, 
the Dow Jones fell more than 
400 points. The two days after 
the news was fully digested, 
the Dow dropped another 800 
points. Needless to say, the news 
was not greeted warmly by any 
market whatsoever.

But a trade war, tariffs and 
so forth  does not it seem to 
have upset or bothered Presi-
dent Trump. From USA Today, 
“ President Trump declared 
Friday that "trade wars" with 
other countries would be "good, 
and easy to win," a day after 
his pledge to put tariffs on steel 
and aluminum drew threats of 
retaliation from other countries 

and tanked the American stock 
market.”

My top three trading rules 
I   tout  on a regular  are;  1) 
Nobody Knows for Sure. 2) 
From an old Chinese saying and 
I quote, “Zǒng shì shǐyòng yīgè 
tíngzhǐ.” And 3) Know Your 
History. And based on history, 
here is what I recollect about 
trade wars of any kind even 
though the President claims they 
are, “good, and easy to win.”

 From WikipediA. “The Tariff 
Act of 1930  otherwise known 
as the Smoot–Hawley Tariff or 
Hawley–Smoot Tariff,[1] was 
an act implementing protection-
ist trade policies sponsored 
by Senator Reed Smoot and 
Representative Willis C. Hawley 
and was signed into law on June 
17, 1930. The act raised U.S. 
tariffs on over 20,000 imported 
goods.” 

When news of the Trump 
tariffs hit the wires, virtually all 
economists, several members of 
the Trump Cabinet and a long 
list of Republican members of 
the House and Senate quickly 
opposed the measures. The rea-
son they opposed the tariffs was 
because they knew their history. 
Knowing history is my number 
(3) rule when it comes to trad-
ing, speculating or investing. 

Here is the history those 
opposing the tariffs quickly re-
member. From WikipediA. “The 
tariffs under the act of 1930 
were the second-highest in the 
U.S. in 100 years, exceeded by 
a small margin by the Tariff of 
1828.[3] The Act and following 
retaliatory tariffs by America's 
trading partners were major fac-
tors of the reduction of Ameri-
can exports and imports by more 
than half during the Depression.

[4] Although economists dis-
agree by how much, the consen-
sus view among economists and 
economic historians is that "The 
passage of the Smoot–Hawley 
Tariff exacerbated the Great De-
pression.”  That final sentence 
highlighted was done by me. 

Several thoughts ran through 
my mind when I heard of the 
Trump tariffs. The first was, 
“oh, oh! Someone does not 
know their history!”The second 
thought was China and the sim-
ple fact they purchase more than 
50% of all soybeans exported 
from the U.S. It is doubtful that 
China will respond in kind by 
cancelling US soybeans. I only 
offer that observation because 
the tariffs were not specifically 
earmarked toward China. But 
you never know about such 
things when emotions begin to  
run high. 

However, in early February, 
China’s Ministry of Commerce 
said they were investigating 
whether to limit imports of U.S 
sorghum, a livestock feed, in re-
sponse to to other Trump tariffs 
on solar panels and washing ma-
chines. Thus, China already has 
U.S. tariffs in their crosshairs. 
That alone should be bother-
some to U.S. soybean producers, 
hog producers and anyone in the 
US that has a job.

Robert Shiller, Nobel Prize 
winner in Economics in 2013 
had these pithy remarks about 
the Trump tariffs in an inter-
view on CNBC. He said, “Presi-
dent Donald Trump's tariffs 
proposal will have an "immedi-
ate disruption effect" and will 
hurt most people, except perhaps 
steel workers and those who 
own stocks in steel companies. “  

 Mr. Shiller went on to say, 

"I'd wonder if this isn't just a 
first step, that Trump has in 
mind raising other tariffs. Even 
if he doesn't there will be other 
countries who will retaliate and 
they'll get bigger. This is really 
like a first shot in a war and 
that's what is worrisome. That's 
what happened in the Great 
Depression.”

 When investing or trading 
in the period ahead with the 
Trump Tariffs about to become 
law keep these thoughts in 
mind. One, know one knows for 
sure what the markets will do. 
Secondly always practice that 
old Chinese saying and for those 
that forgot their Mandarin from 
high school or college it means, 
“always use a stop.” And finally, 
before you plunk down your 
hard earned cash in any market, 
know your history. 

This, Our Valley

Submitted by Melissa Griffiths
Project Coordinator, MVRG 

Weed Committee

Noxious weeds are a serious 
environmental threat that is 
affecting and degrading natu-
ral ecosystems throughout the 
West. Left unchecked, they 
will likely continue to expand 
their ranges and negatively 
impact the environment on 
which we all depend for our 
enjoyment, recreation and/
or livelihood. That is the bad 
news. The good news is that 
while we may all have differ-
ent ideas about how to control 
these invasive species, we can 
generally agree that they do 
need to be treated and their 
spread limited.
While we do have extensive 

weed problems in Madison 
County, we can still take a 
look around the state and 
count ourselves somewhat 
lucky. Not to promote the “us 
vs. them,” but really, it could 
always be worse. In the mean-
time though, there are a few 
basic principles that can help 
us limit the spread of noxious 
weeds in our backyard. The 
first and foremost tool would 
be PREVENTION. 
Being on the lookout for 

new invaders and quickly 
responding to any new popu-
lations of weeds is by far the 
most effective tool in protect-
ing our lands. However, once 
a noxious weed has become 
established, we can limit 
their spread by interrupting 
the seed production of these 
plants through a variety of 
control methods. If done con-
sistently, these noxious weeds 
will be limited and eventually 
controlled. 
Should you find yourself 

with noxious weeds on your 
property, know that there is 
no one way to best deal with 
the problem. Noxious weed 
managers like to refer to the 
many different treatment 
methods as items in a “tool-
box,” and the best tool is one 
that will work for you and 
your individual land man-
agement goals. Some of the 
more popular tools include 

herbicide application, the use 
of biological control agents, 
mowing, hand-pulling, graz-
ing and burning. 
No one tool is best, and 

in fact the most effective 
control is often found when 
more than one tool is used 
at a time. For example, 
leafy spurge control is often 
enhanced when biological 
control agents are utilized 
along with prescription graz-
ing or herbicide treatment. 
Likewise, different plants 
respond differently to various 
treatment methods. While 
hand-pulling is great for tap-
rooted species such as hound-
stongue, it will only stimulate 
the growth of rhizomatous 
perennial weeds such as 
Canada thistle or Dalmatian 
toadflax. It’s important to 
know as much as possible 
about the plants you’re trying 
to control before implement-
ing treatment.
There are lots of great 

resources to help you learn 
more about noxious weeds. 
The Montana Weed Control 
Association has a great web-
site full of weed identification 
resources, general informa-
tion and helpful contacts – 
mtweed.org. Additionally, the 
Conservation Concept Series, 
offered through Ennis Con-
tinuing Education, will focus 
on local noxious weeds and 
invasive grasses in their last 
workshop at Ennis Elemen-
tary, March 14, 6-8 p.m. (call 
406-682-7289 to RSVP). 
For help identifying weeds 

on your property, cost-share 
information or treatment 
recommendations, please 
contact the Madison Valley 
Ranchlands Group’s Weed 
Committee at (406) 682-3731 
or the Madison County Weed 
Board at (406) 842-5595.
Remember, the best treat-

ment method is prevention, so 
be informed and be vigilant. 
Let’s work together to pre-
serve and protect the environ-
mental health of the Madison 
Valley and surrounding areas.

WHY SHOULD I CARE 
ABOUT NOXIOUS WEEDS?

NATURAL
RESOURCE

NEWS Reverend Keith Axberg

A Loving Embrace
"Character cannot be developed 
in ease and quiet. Only through 
experience of trial and suffering 
can the soul be strengthened, 
ambition inspired, and success 
achieved." – Helen Keller

I was talking to a friend the 
other day; he mentioned in pass-
ing how much the Christian faith 
has changed over the centuries.
“For the first three hundred 

years,” he said, “Christians were 
identified by the things they 
did. After Constantine, they 
were identified by what they 
believed.”
That’s a very profound insight 

and one to which I hadn’t given 
much thought, but it makes 
sense.
I wonder what it is about the 

human condition that impels us 
to hold opinions, and then to 
use those opinions as yardsticks 
against which to measure others 
– for inclusion or exclusion.
When I look at the world of 

animals, I’m not sure I have 
ever seen opinions expressed by 
creatures which are not human. 
A dog may prefer one kind of 
food over another if given a 
choice, but I don’t know of one 
that would exclude from its pack 
a hound that preferred rabbit to 
beef.
Are we all that different from 

dogs, cats, or other members 
of critterdom? Do we make 
choices based upon belief, or do 
we make them based upon our 
desire to belong and to be a part 
of some larger group?
Aren’t the principles we 

embrace a means by which we 
describe who we are and how 
we have learned to relate to one 
another? Isn’t that, in essence, 
what a belief is: a description of 
who we are and how we have de-
cided to live out that identity?
In the early days, it was said of 

Christians, “My, see how they 
love one another.”
These days, however, we drive 

down the street and see churches 
that come in many shapes and 
sizes, with many different rules 
and regulation – each striving to 

convince folks that their brand is 
better than the competing brand 
down the block; people still look 
at Christians and continue to 
say, “My, see how they love one 
another,” but honestly, it’s not 
admiration they’re expressing, is 
it? Sigh.
Marcus Borg once pointed out 

that our English word “believe” 
has its roots in the Old German 
word “belieben” (beloved), so 
that belief (for him) had less to 
do with the head (an opinion 
held by the mind) and more with 
the heart (a person we hold most 
dear). It was Borg’s perspective 
that when we say, “We believe,” 
what we mean is, “We embrace.”
The point is that we don’t 

believe in God as a theological 
principle. The Bible tells us the 
devil also believes in God – and 
trembles! Rather, we embrace 
God who created us (and who 
desires to live in love and har-
mony with us); we embrace God 
who delivers us from evil so that 
we may be all God created us to 
be; and we embrace God who 
strengthens us so that we may be 
of service to God, our neigh-
bors, and ourselves.
Embracing God is like embrac-

ing your parents, your children, 
your spouse, or your significant 
other; it’s personal!
I don’t embrace the Ten Com-

mandments; I embrace God 
who delivered one Law (in three 
parts): Love God completely; 
love your neighbor justly and 
mercifully; and love yourself 

gently. 
Everything else from Genesis 

to Revelation is just commen-
tary. The scriptures give us food 
for thought, but we have turned 
the meal into a Food Fight over 
the course of “God only knows” 
how many eons.
We do violence to God (and 

one another) when we confuse 
what we believe with the One in 
whom we believe. We run the 
danger of being idolaters when 
we make the Bible our golden 
calf. We run the risk of being 
bigots when we alienate our-
selves from our neighbors, using 
creeds as cudgels to compel, 
rather than as an “art-form that 
in-forms.”
This, I believe, is as true of our 

politics as of our spirituality.
Are all beliefs equally valid 

or good? Of course not, but we 
ought to ask whether people are 
being helped or hurt by what we 
do – for our actions flow from 
our beliefs. 
If we hurt others, we must 

change our actions, and we will 
discover joy as God works to 
restore us and our relationships, 
and I believe that would be good 
for everyone in this, our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on matters 
concerning life and faith. He 
can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com.
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All puzzle answers on B7

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

We’re 
on the 
web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check 
us 

out!
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

estate sales

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 
month plus security deposit, 

utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

for  sale
Vintage Oak table, five legs, three 
leaves with claw feet. Vintage 
desk, chairs and misc. items. Call 
(480) 335-7431.
47-tfc-f

46’’ Vintage round oak table with 
pedestals and feet, antique tear 
hand painted Asian side tables, 
vintage maple hutch, and much 
more. ALL ITEMS LIKE NEW. 
Call Jan at (406)287-9290. Will 
email pictures by request. 
48-tfc-f

statewide
classifieds

lost & found

For RENT

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

For Sale: Collection of Larry Za-
bel framed and unframed prints 
and giclees.  Can buy any or all. 
Pick up in Butte, or we can ship 
for fee. Leave message 406-490-
1712.
45-tfc-f

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
581-9254
18-tfc-b

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 682-5653
47-tfc-b

REGISTERED NURSE (RN)/LI-
CENSED PRACTICAL NURSE 

(LPN)
Tobacco Root Mountain Care 
Center (TRMCC) is a skilled 

nursing facility located in Sheri-
dan, Montana.  TRMCC pro-

vides 24-hour long term nursing 
care and has the capabilities to 
care for adults with acute medi-
cal needs or seniors recovering 

from surgery needing rehabilita-
tion services. 

We are looking for passionate 
and talented team members to 

join TRMCC. This is an amazing 
opportunity for a LTC RN or 

LPN to work in a great relaxed 
environment assisting the resi-

dents of our facility. 
Employee Benefits:

• Health insurance avail-
able (County sponsored benefit 

with 30 hours or more per week), 
optional dental, and vision plans 

• Flexible spending account or 
Health Savings account available 
• Montana Public Employee Ad-
ministration (retirement benefit) 
and optional 457-b savings plan 
• Life insurance • Vacation and 

sick time benefits.
TRMCC promotes a drug and 
alcohol-free workplace. Offers 
of employment are contingent 
upon successfully passing pre-

employment screenings.
Contact Information

Holly Haithcox – Business Office 
Manager

Tobacco Root Mountain Care 
Center

326 Madison Street, Sheridan 
MT 

406-842-5600
11-tfc-b

Like new portable keyboard by 
Peavey, lots of great sounds & 
recording capable, professional 
style, $895 w/stand. 406-579-8411
11-tfc-f

SNO THROWER
Toro Powerlite

98cc Engine
Electric start 16" width

2104 SNO THROWER
MTD Gold 24" clearing width

Electric start single hand opera-
tion, heated hand grips

6 forward - 2 reverse speeds
Zoe Todd 682.4360

6 wooden kitchen chairs with 4 
matching bar stools

American brand - Seattle, WA

13-tfc-f

Drivers, Class-A CDL:

Increased Pay & New 
Trucks!!

Dedicated Routes!  No 
CDL? 

No Problem!

Call Swift Today!  
855-292-2945

16-4wks-b

FOR RENT
Mini-storage/insulated garage, 
in Ennis. 12x23. $60 per month. 
682-7153
3-tfc-b

248 Front St, Harrison, lg1 
Bd hse. Rent $600. a mo. Call 

Baycroft's Prop Mgmt, Inc 
406-560-3274   

www.baycroftproperty.com
9-tfc-b

Professional office space in Lone 
Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes com-
mon area conference room, utili-
ties and other amenities. $200/
mo. 682.5653
12-tfc?-b

Ennis Lumber Company is in 
search of an individual to assume 
the role of Sales Associate. Can-
didate should have experience 
in providing excellent customer 
service, possess a can-do attitude 
and be willing to learn the many 
facets of the business. Will be 
responsible for assisting custom-
ers with purchases, providing 
product information, answering 
inquiries and greeting patrons. 
Previous hardware/lumber 
yard experience desired but not 
mandatory. Employer will train. 
Wage is dependent upon experi-
ence. Please Contact Kyle Marsh. 
5080 US HWY 287 Ennis, MT 
59729: 406-682-3889.
15-TFC-B

Lost Cat!
Black and white markings with 

a black nose. Last seen in VC 
Ranches area. 579-4328.

Seeking permanent year-
round FT sales person and 

manager for small sales 
office in Sheridan.  Qualified 

applicant will have proven 
sales experience with ability 

to operate independently and 
eventually manage a small sales 

team.  Hourly + commission 
with incredible growth 

potential. Interviews will take 
place first week of March. Call 

406.885.1065
18-?-b

Hay Camp Ranch in Jeffers MT 
is looking for a Ranch Manager 

Office Assistant.
The ideal candidate for this 

position is a skilled multi-tasker, 
is reliable, and able to meet 

deadlines.  Must be proficient in 
MS Office particularly Excel and 
Word, and Intuit Quickbooks.  

Will be responsible for process-
ing payroll and submitting all 

payroll reports.  Will need to set 
up budgets and create spread-
sheets. Will need to handle all 
billing and filing.  May include 

housekeeping and outside ranch 
duties. They should have good 

communication and people skills 
and be able to work close with a 
CPA and other professional ser-
vices.  Must have a valid driver’s 
license.  Wage is dependent on 

experience. 
Please contact:

Sharon Luly:  406-209-5948
Michael Sprout:  406-579-9708.

17-tfc-b

R.L. Winston Rod Co. in Twin 
Bridges has an opening for an 
individual for a full time produc-
tion work. Hours are 6:00 am 
until 2:00 pm. We offer competi-
tive wage and benefit package. 
Applications are available at the 
Winston Rod Plant.
18-3-b

Ruby Valley Swimming Club of 
Sheridan, MT - hiring life guards 
for the 2018 swim season. Appli-
cation material due by March 18, 
2018. See rubyvalleypool.com for 
application and details. Contact 
via info@rubyvalleypool.com
18-3-b

trustees
Sheridan School District #5 is 
currently seeking two elementary 
trustees and one high school 
trustee (Alder) for three year 
terms.  Anyone qualified for and 
interested in running for these 
positions may pick up a petition 
from Rebecca Larsen at Sheridan 
School.  Petitions must be turned 
in to the District Office no later 
than 4 p.m. March 29, 2018.  No 
candidate may appear on the 
ballot unless he or she meets this 
deadline.  If you have any ques-
tions about these trustee posi-
tions, please call Superintendent 
Mike Wetherbee (842-5401).
18-4-B

Position available:
Behavioral Intervention 

Specialist Positions
In Partnership with the 

Ennis School District
The following positions 
are available within our 

Comprehensive School and 
Community Treatment 

program and will provide 
Mental Health Counseling 

to school age SED youth in a 
school setting. The therapist 
will conduct clinical intakes, 

including diagnosing, develop 
and implement therapy 

and implement treatment 
plans and write clinical 

case notes. The behavioral 
intervention specialist 

assists in providing therapy 
and the implementation of 
treatment plans for school 
based children and their 

families. Working as a team 
(that comprises of a therapist 
and behavioral intervention 

specialist) in partnership with 
the school during the regular 

school year and summer 
programs as well. Altacare of 
Montana offers competitive 

salaries and benefits (includes 
paid school holidays and 
school schedule), and the 

licensed mental health 
therapist may qualify for 
student loan repayment.
THERAPIST: Must have 

completed MSW or Masters 
in related counsel- ing field 

or be licensed LCPC, LCSW, 
or PhD. Licensed Therapists 

and experience working 
with youth in a therapeutic 
setting preferred. Must have 

computer skills, excellent 
communication skills and an 
ability to interact with school 

age children, parents and 
professionals.

BEHAVIORAL 
INTERVENTION 

SPECIALIST: Provides 
direct care for individuals 

and groups of select children 
in the Altacare Program. 

Previous experience in related 
field and/or bachelor’s degree 

preferred but not required.
To Apply:  Please Visit 

altacareofmontana.com/
about/careers and follow the 
link to view all of our open 

positions Question? Call 
406-497-7905 or email Tracy.
Nash@acadiahealthcare.com.

19-4-B

The Cardwell School seeks 
candidates to fulfill one three 
year term as a school board 
Trustee.  Candidates must be 
eligible to vote and must reside 
in the Cardwell School District.  
Candidates must complete a 
Declaration of Intent and Oath 
of Candidacy form and file it 
with the school no later than 5:00 
p.m. on Thursday, March 29th 
in order to appear on the ballot. 
To obtain a form or for more 
info please contact Lisa Morgan, 
District Clerk, 287-3321.
19-3-b

FREE - 
HEATING OIL FURNACE IN 
WORKING CONDITION
12,000 BTU / 85000 OUTPUT
ENNIS 596.0025
19-2-f

free

Studio Space at Madison Square
Contact Jamie 581.9219
19-tfc-b

For Sale or Rent
Lone Elk Mall Unit 1E, 908+ SF
Newly remodeled into 4 rooms 

with lobby
Currently Esthetician/Massage 

therapy, can also be used for 
office space.

Call 406 490 9464 for more 
information

19-4-b

2013 Toyota Prius II
Winter Grey Metallic, 85,000 
miles, one owner, very good 

condition. Great gas mileage, 
tons of space inside. This has 

been an extremely reliable 
car! 406-596-0661

$11,500

Montana Department of Revenue
Property Valuation Specialist III

Position # 18140452
Virginia City, Montana

$34,668 - $35,987/yr DOQ
Closes: 3/19/18

To apply for this job posting, 
please see: http://statecareers.

mt.gov/
20-2-b

Ad # 068
Real Estate– Northwest Mon-
tana – Company owned. Small 
and large acre parcels. Private. 
Trees and meadows. National 
Forest boundaries. Tungsten-
holdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad # 069
REVERSE MORTGAGES: 
Draw cash from your home & 
eliminate mortgage payments. 
FHA  insured. 
In-home service. 28 page. cata-
log. 1-888-660-3033. All Island 
Mortgage. www.allislandmort-
gage.com 
NMLS #3740

Ad # 070
Largest selection of used boats 
ANYWHERE!  Super clean 
and all with warranty! www.
boatsmidway.com,  Call or text 
(307) 272-7444   (ask about Free 
delivery)

Ad # 071
CHIEF OF POLICE- Fulltime 
position with the City of Conrad. 
Starting Salary is $49,000+per 
year DOE/DOQ.  For informa-
tion (406) 271-3623 or www.
cityofconradmt.com.  Applica-
tions encouraged by Friday, 
April 6, 2018

Ad # 072
PRIVATE TREATY HERE-
FORD BULLS. MC brand MC-
MURRY CATTLE BILLING. 
WEBSITE:  mcmurrycattle.
com. REASONABLY PRICED. 
PROVEN BALANCED TRAIT 
GENETICS. Delivery available. 
HP (406) 254 1247. CELL. (406) 
697 4040 .Email mcmurrycat-
tle@gmail.com

Montana Department of Revenue
Residential-Ag Appraiser

Position # 18140454
Virginia City, Montana

$38,229 - $39,950/yr DOQ
Closes: 3/19/18

To apply for this job posting, 
please see: http://statecareers.

mt.gov/
20-2-b

Wanted: Qualified, independent, 
professional bookkeeper for 

Montana non-profit organiza-
tion. For information contact 
Ranch Resources 842-5010

20-3-b

Part Time Administrator Posi-
tion Open. Madison Conserva-
tion District is seeking a part 
time administrator to manage 
financial and business operations 
for the district's Ennis office.  
Position description available by 
emailing cori@madisoncd.org. 
Deadline for applications March 
30, 2017, position start date May 
1, 2017. No phone calls. 
20-2-b

Bear Trap Grille is opening for 
dinner in April!
We are currently looking for 
servers and kitchen help. If inter-
ested, please call 406-682-3323 or 
908-507-5725.
3-tfc-b

HOUSEKEEPING POSITION
The Madison Valley Manor is 
hiring for a part-time House-

keeper position.  This is a  great 
opportunity to work in a per-

sonal healthcare setting.
•        Excellent Pay

•        Government retirement
•        Benefits including life and 

health insurance.
If you are interested in a re-

warding career, Madison Valley 
Manor is the place. 

Please contact Tom Burt, Main-
tenance Supervisor at 682-7271 

for more information or
the online employment page at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov
EOE

20-2-b

Madison Valley Ranch seeking 
full-time housekeeper, 5-6 days/
week. 5 hours per day. Com-
petitive wages. Call 660-2952 or 
email fishing@3rivers.net
20-4-b

Help Wanted:
Route delivery person needed at 
Madison Laundry and Cleaners 
in Ennis, Montana. Stop at the 
Dry Cleaners or Contact John at 
682-4933 or 600-0575
20-tfc-b

For all your painting and handy-
man needs, call Judd Schwartz 
with J1 Pain at 406.925.9704
Licensed & Insured
20-2-b

FOR SALE
ANTIQUE WALNUT BED - 

OVER 100 YEARS OLD
3 COUCHES, LEATHER

COMPRESSOR
BEST OFFER - CALL 682.3135

20-3-f

For Sale:
1. Utility Trailer 4ft by 8 ft; 

3500lb axle $550
2. Universal 150,000 BTU Con-

struction Heater $50
3. Victor oxygen/acedlyn torch; 

extra tips, goggles, gloves, oxygen 
bottle $150

4. Topcorn RL-H4C Laser Level 
with LS-80L Receiver $450

5. Dewalt DW5780 12 inch Slid-
ing Compound Miter Saw with 

Miter Saw Table $450
Call BOB 406-200-1364

20-tfc-f
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for the week of 
march 8, 2018PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 
MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
GAY L. NEWMAN,
Deceased.
Probate No. DP 29-2018-5
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred.
Claims must be either mailed to MARK L. 
NEWMAN, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, c/o Milodragovich, 
Dale & Steinbrenner, P.C., 620 High Park 
Way, P.O. Box 4947, Missoula, Montana 
59806-4947, or filed with the Clerk of the 
above Court.
I declare under penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the state of Montana that the forego-
ing is true and correct.
Dated this 8th Day of FEBRUARY, 2018.
/s/ MICHAEL D. BYBEE
Michael D. Bybee
Milodragovich, Dale &Steinbrenner, P.C.
/s/ MARK L. NEWMAN
By Mark L. Newman, Personal Representa-
tive
STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub.  Feb. 22, March 1, 8, 2018) mds
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
MICHAEL T. BARTH, Plaintiff,  
VS TONY MUSSO and THE 
ESTATE OF TONY MUSSO, Defendants, 
TO BE SOLD AT Sheriff’s Sale on the 14th 
day of March, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. on the front 
steps of the Madison County Courthouse, 
100 W. Wallace Street, Virginia City, Madison 
County, Montana, the following described 
property:
Lot 13 of Sunriser Ranch Unit II, located in 
Section 19 and 20, Township 5 South, Range 
3 West, P.M.M., according to Certificate of 
Survey filed in Book 7 of Surveys, page 578, 
records of Madison County, Montana.
Said property has an address of 720 Mill 
Gulch Road, Sheridan, MT  59749
Dated this 16th day of February, 2018.
PHIL FORTNER, UNDERSHERIFF OF 
MADISON COUNTY

(Pub. Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 2018) mcsd
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
395 LAMPE, LLC, Plaintiff,  
VS OVERLOOK PARTNERS, LLC, 
a Washington Limited Liability Company; 
YELLOWSTONE CLUB PROPERTY 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., a Montana 
Corporation; TIMOTHY BLIXSETH, an 
individual; CASEY HEITZ, an individual, 
Defendants,   TO BE 
SOLD AT Sheriff’s Sale on the 15th day of 
March, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. on the front steps 
of the Madison County Courthouse, 100 
W. Wallace Street, Virginia City, Madison 
County, Montana, the following described 
property:
Lot 202 of Plat of Overlook Subdivision, in 
Madison County, Montana, according to the 
official plat thereof on file and of record in 
the office of the County Clerk and Recorder, 
Madison County, Montana.  (Plat reference 
in Book 4 of Plats, page 541, records of 
Madison County, Montana.)
Said property is located on Andesite Ridge 
Road, Big Sky, MT  59716.
Dated this 16th day of February, 2018.
PHIL FORTNER, UNDERSHERIFF OF 
MADISON COUNTY
(Pub. Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 2018) mcsd
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
395 LAMPE, LLC, Plaintiff,  
VS OVERLOOK PARTNERS, LLC, 
a Washington Limited Liability Company; 
YELLOWSTONE CLUB PROPERTY 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., a Montana 
Corporation; TIMOTHY BLIXSETH, an 
individual; CASEY HEITZ, an individual, 
Defendants,    
TO BE SOLD AT Sheriff’s Sale on the 15th 
day of March, 2018 at 1:15 p.m. on the front 
steps of the Madison County Courthouse, 
100 W. Wallace Street, Virginia City, Madison 
County, Montana, the following described 
property:
Lot 203 of Plat of Overlook Subdivision, in 
Madison County, Montana, according to the 
official plat thereof on file and of record in 
the office of the County Clerk and Recorder, 
Madison County, Montana.  (Plat reference 
in Book 4 of Plats, page 541, records of 
Madison County, Montana.)
Said property is located on Andesite Ridge 
Road, Big Sky, MT  59716.

Dated this 16th day of February, 2018.
PHIL FORTNER, UNDERSHERIFF OF 
MADISON COUNTY
(Pub. Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 2018) mcsd
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
395 LAMPE, LLC, Plaintiff, 
VS OVERLOOK PARTNERS, LLC, 
a Washington Limited Liability Company; 
YELLOWSTONE CLUB PROPERTY 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., a Montana 
Corporation; TIMOTHY BLIXSETH, an 
individual; CASEY HEITZ, an individual, 
Defendants,   
TO BE SOLD AT Sheriff’s Sale on the 15th 
day of March, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. on the front 
steps of the Madison County Courthouse, 
100 W. Wallace Street, Virginia City, Madison 
County, Montana, the following described 
property:
Lot 204 of Plat of Overlook Subdivision, in 
Madison County, Montana, according to the 
official plat thereof on file and of record in 
the office of the County Clerk and Recorder, 
Madison County, Montana.  (Plat reference 
in Book 4 of Plats, page 541, records of 
Madison County, Montana.)
Said property is located on Andesite Ridge 
Road, Big Sky, MT  59716.
Dated this 16th day of February, 2018.
PHIL FORTNER, UNDERSHERIFF OF 
MADISON COUNTY
(Pub. Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 2018) mcsd
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
395 LAMPE, LLC, Plaintiff,  
VS OVERLOOK PARTNERS, LLC, 
a Washington Limited Liability Company; 
YELLOWSTONE CLUB PROPERTY 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., a Montana 
Corporation; TIMOTHY BLIXSETH, an 
individual; CASEY HEITZ, an individual, 
Defendants,    
TO BE SOLD AT Sheriff’s Sale on the 15th 
day of March, 2018 at 1:45 p.m. on the front 
steps of the Madison County Courthouse, 
100 W. Wallace Street, Virginia City, Madison 
County, Montana, the following described 
property:
Lot 205 of Plat of Overlook Subdivision, in 
Madison County, Montana, according to the 
official plat thereof on file and of record in 
the office of the County Clerk and Recorder, 
Madison County, Montana.  (Plat reference 
in Book 4 of Plats, page 541, records of 
Madison County, Montana.)
Said property is located on Andesite Ridge 
Road, Big Sky, MT  59716.
Dated this 16th day of February, 2018.
PHIL FORTNER, UNDERSHERIFF OF 
MADISON COUNTY
(Pub. Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 2018) mcsd
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN MATTER OF,
H.S.,
YOUTH IN NEED OF CARE.
CAUSE NO. DN-29-2017-6
To: Unknown Birth Father of H.S.
Address Unknown
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
Petition has been filed in the above-entitled 
Court by the Montana Department of Public 
Health and Human Services, Child and 
Family Services Division (the Department), 
220 West Lamme St., Suite 2B, Bozeman, 
MT 59715, requesting emergency protective 
services, adjudication as a youth in need 
of care and temporary legal custody be 
granted; that the Department be granted 
temporary legal custoday; and that said 
youth be otherwise cared for.
NOW, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY 
DIRECTED to appear on the 9th day of April, 
2018, at 11:00 o'clock a.m. at the Courtroom 
of Madison County District Courthouse, 
100 West Wallace, Virginia City, Madison 
County, Montana, then and there to show 
cause, if any you may have, why said youth 
should not be declared a Youth in Need of 
Care, and why the Department should not 
be granted Temporary Legal Custody. The 
youth was born on the 18th day of July, 2012, 

in Billings, Montana 59101. H.S.'s mother 
was Stacey Strabel. 
You ave the right to be represented by an 
attorney in these proceedings. If you are 
unable to find an attorney, the Court will 
appoint an attorney, the Court will appoint an 
attorney to represent you.
Failure to appear at the hearing will constitute 
a denial of interest in the child, which denial 
may result in, without further notice of this 
proceeding or any subsequent proceeding, 
a judgement by default being entered for the 
relief requested in the Petition.
A copy of the Petition hereinbefore referred 
to is filed with the Clerk of District Court for 
Madison County (406-843-4230).
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court 
this 27th day of February, 2018.
/S/ Karen J. Miller
KAREN J. MILLER
Clerk of District Court
By: /s/ Chris Christensen
CHRIS CHRISTENSEN
Madison County Attorney
(Pub. Mar. 8, 15, 22, 2018) mca
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY 
PLANNING BOARD NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board will 
conduct a public hearing on Monday, March 
26, 2018, at 6:15 pm in the Public Meeting 
Room of the Madison County Administrative 
Office Building, 103 W Wallace, Virginia City, 
Montana.
The purpose of the public hearing is to receive 
comment on the Pioneer Point Subdivision 
Preliminary Plat and Plan to amend the 
Yellowstone Mountain Club Master Plan and 
create 1 condominium lot (6.23 acres) with 4 
duplexes and 1 open space lot (1.89 acres). 
Located southwest of the South Fork of the 
West Fork of the Gallatin River in the west ½ 
of Section 12, Township 7S, Range 2E, PMM.
Written comments should be received by 
3:00 p.m. on March 26, 2018, and may be 
sent to the Madison County Planning Board 
by:  Mail to P.O.  Box 278, Virginia City, 
Montana, 59755; Fax to (406) 843-5229; or 
E-mail to planning@madison.mt.gov.   Oral 
or written comments may also be given at the 
public hearing.
Call (406) 843-5250 for more information.
John Fountain, President, Madison County 
Planning Board 
(Pub. March 8, 15, 2018) mcpb
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY 
PLANNING BOARD NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board will 
conduct a public hearing on Monday, March 
26, 2018 at 6:15 pm in the Public Meeting 
Room of the Madison County Administrative 
Office Building, 103 W Wallace, Virginia City, 
Montana.
The purpose of the public hearing is to 
receive comment on the proposed Lone 
View III Subdivision and the update to 
the Yellowstone Club Master Plan.  The 
proposal reconfigures 165.24 acres (lots 
448 and 452-456, Open Space 3 and Open 
Space 6 of Phase 3A subdivision, and Lots 
480-488, Open Space 2B1, Open Space 
4A, and Open Space 9A of Lone View II 
Subdivision and Opens Space 5A of the 
Amended Plat of Open Spaces 2, 5, 7, & 15 
of YMC Subdivision Phase 3A) and reduces 
the number of residential lots from 14 to 10 
lots and reduces the number of Open Space 
Lots from 7 to 6 while maintaining the same 
acreage of residential lot area (37.68) and the 

same acreage of Open Space (127.56).   A 
variance is requested to allow Foxtail Pine 
Road cul-de-sac at a length of 1,350 feet, 
which is greater than the maximum 1,000 feet 
allowed. The area to be subdivided is located 
at the end of Foxtail Pine Road and south 
end of Cassiopeia Way, south of Lot 447 and 
southeast of Lots 444 and 445, Yellowstone 
Mountain Club Phase 3A, in the South ½, 
Section 36, Township 6 South, Range 2 East, 
PMM.
Written comments should be received by 
3:00 p.m. on March 26, 2018, and may be 
sent to the Madison County Planning Board 
by:  Mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, 
Montana, 59755; Fax to (406) 843-5229; or 
E-mail to planning@madisoncountymt.gov.   
Oral or written comments may also be given 
at the public hearing.
The preliminary plat and supplemental 
information pertaining to this proposed 
subdivision is available for review at:
• Madison County Planning 
Office, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia City; 
• Madison Valley Library, 210 
West Main Street, Ennis;
• Big Sky Fire Department, 
Station 1, 650 Rainbow Trout Run, Big Sky

Call (406) 843-5250 for more information.

John Fountain, President, Madison County 
Planning Board 
(Pub. March 8, 15, 2018) mcpb
MNAXLP

JO IN  US  ON 
FACE B O O K! 

and be the first to 
get breaking news.

facebook.com/madisonian



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707

12 step programALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692
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MEALS FOR SENIORS, TWIN BRIDGES
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center provides 
meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center. 
Meals are for seniors 60 years and up (spouses and caregivers 
are invited). Donations for meals are appreciated.
Friday, March 9th    Pork chops, boiled potatoes, veg-

gie, jello salad & cup cakes
    Monday,  Mar 12    Beef  stew, fruit salad, dessert
    Wednesday,  Mar 14    Chicken Parmesan – pasta, 

green beans, green salad,  chocolate cake

SENIOR MEALS, VIRGINIA CITY
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over will be 
served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & Thursdays 
from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.
Thursday, March 8: Hamburger, mac & cheese veggie, 
roll, dessert
Tuesday, March 13:  Porkie, fries or soup, dessert

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St. in Valley Assemply (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 
for more information.

MEALS ON WHEELS, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 years 
and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to eat at the 
senior center, family style for $3.50 or have their meal delivered 
for $4.00. Delivered meals are within the city limits of  Sheridan 
and should be called in by 10 a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-
5966.

SENIOR CENTER MEALS, ENNIS
 MONDAY – FRIDAY 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery 

or if  you plan to dine in. Ennis Senior center, 315 W Main Street

MARCH 8- MARCH 14

THURSDAY MARCH 8
GENERAL TSO CHICKEN

VEGGIES & RICE
DESSERT “RED HATS”

FRIDAY MARCH 9
SHRIMP BASKET
FRIES & VEGGIES

DESSERT “PINOCHLE @ 12:45”

MONDAY MARCH 12
FRENCH DIP W/CHEESE

WAFFLE FRIES
DESSERT “MAHJONG @ 1:00”

TUESDAY MARCH 13
CHICKEN & STUFFING

VEGGIES & ROLL
DESSERT

WEDNESDAY MARCH 14
CHEF SALAD WRAP

FRUIT 
DESSERT  “MAHJONG @ 1:00”

Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Nathan Nutter, Minister of Music and Youth

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

SUNDAY SERVICES
10 a.m. at the Alder School

Alder, Montana
Sunday School, 9 a.m.

Christ Centered 
Bible Based

Tel. 406-842-5915
Pastor Tom Luksha

The Full Armor of God

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Jesus Christ. 

We testify that when He came into 
the world, He shed the  splendor of 
His glory upon all  created things. 
Through Him the leper recovered 
from the leprosy of perversity and  

ignorance. Through Him, the unchaste 
and wayward were  healed. Through 
His power,  born of Almighty God, the 
eyes of the blind were opened, and  

the soul of the sinner sanctified.

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

2018 Local Lenten Schedules

Madison Valley Lenten Breakfast Schedule

Breakfast Served each Wednesday at 7 a.m.
Madison Valley Presbyterian Church February 21

Madison Valley Baptist Church February 28
Assembly of God Church March 7

St. Patrick's Catholic Church March 14
Trinity Episcopal Church March 21

We invite everybody to join us for good food and fellowship as we celebrate Lenten season!

Ruby Valley Christians Lenten Breakfast Schedule

Breakfast Served each Wednesday at 7 a.m., followed by a short time of worship and reflection. 
Christ Episcopal Church Hall, Sheridan, February 21

Ruby Valley Catholic Community, Notre Dame Church, Twin Bridges February 28
Open (To sign up to serve this day, call Carol Braach 842-5521) March 7

Church of the Valley, Twin Bridges, March 14
Open (To sign up to serve this day, call Carol Braach 842-5521) March 21
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VC council approves library 
improvements

Virginia City council in session on March 1, left to right: Erin Leonard, Ann Grice, council clerk 
Nancy Stewart, mayor Justin Gatewood, David Bacon and Jon Osborn. (G. Hamill photo)

Geoff Hamill
editor@madisoniannews.com

VIRGINIA CITY – During its 
March 1 meeting, Virginia City 
council approved construction 
of two street lamps, two bike 
racks and a flagpole at Thomp-
son-Hickman Madison County 
Library. Historic Preservation 
Officer Jim Jarvis presented the 
library development permit to 
council for consideration. 

Jarvis presented a proposal 
that included two metal, 87-inch 
tall lamp posts with solar-pow-
ered LED lights, two metal bike 
racks and a 25-foot flagpole with 
a flag illumination light. Follow-
ing discussion, council approved 
the items, with the exception of 
the flagpole light. 

Discussion centered on the 
impact of the lights on the 
neighborhood. “Will the sur-
rounding neighborhood be 
protected from that light?” asked 
councilmember David Bacon. 

Jarvis said the light fixtures 
were chosen with aesthetics 
in mind. “These are what are 
considered warm solar, meaning 
instead of that harsh glare, it's a 
softer LED fixture,” he said. 

The HPO reported a library 
neighbor had expressed con-
cern. “I have talked to Jane, the 
neighbor, and she has expressed 
some concern, and that's why 
we particularly chose this lamp 
fixture,” he said. “If necessary, 

we can shield the side of it that 
illuminates toward her house.”

Bacon said he had done some 
research on LED fixtures and 
their impact on dark skies. “This 
fixture is designed to broadcast 
laterally, not just down,” he said. 
“There's a conical prism at the 
bottom, so when the light comes 
down and hits it, it goes later-
ally. Rather than just illuminat-
ing the ground under it, you can 
see that three blocks away at 
your house. That's my issue and 
I'm concerned about that.”

Jarvis explained the lights 
have a low/high switch and the 
light is a warm 2700 degrees 
Kelvin. 

Mayor Justin Gatewood asked 
if there was more evening activ-
ity at the library, creating a need 
for the additional lighting. Jarvis 
responded there is more evening 
activity and three sets of stairs 
leading to the library. 

Councilmember Amy Grice 
asked if the lights would be on 
a timer. 

Jarvis said the lights would 
be controlled with a dusk/dawn 
switch. “I was thinking lights 
on all night would be good, as 
long as it is relatively low level,” 
he said. “I can certainly look if 
there's a timer option out there 
and dial it in more.”

Grice asked if the flagpole 
light would be on all night. 
“How would this light fit into 
the dark sky plan that we've 
talked about,” she asked.

 Jarvis said flag etiquette calls 
for the flag to be illuminated if 
flown at night. “Unfortunately, 
there's no way to illuminate a 
flag 25 feet in the air without 
projecting up into the sky,” he 
said. “All we can do is keep it 
at the lowest wattage to do the 
job.”

Grice and Jarvis agreed 
library employees could bring in 
the flag every evening, obviating 
the need for a flagpole light. 

Jarvis said a low level of light 
throughout the town would be 
optimal. “Lighting philosophy, 
dark sky perspective, is to cre-
ate the impression, along main 
walking areas, of dusk,” he said. 
“That's the level of illumina-
tion they recommend. Not dark, 
not light, dusk, but constant, so 
you're not going from light to 
dark, and dark to light.”

Gatewood opposed the flag-
pole light. “Personally, I have 
no problem with the lampposts, 
but the flag, I just don't like the 
idea of shining an LED light up 
into the sky. U.S. flag etiquette 
wins the day, but they can take it 
down. You're potentially annoy-
ing the neighbors.”

The mayor directed council 
to vote on each of the library 
improvement items separately. 
Council voted 5-0 to approve the 
flagpole without a light and the 
bike racks. Council voted 4-1 
to approve the two lamp posts, 
with Grice opposed because she 
supported timers on the lamp 
post lights. 

In other business:
• Council approved a permit 

for construction of a minor 
structure on the west side of 
the courthouse. Jarvis reviewed 
Madison County's permit 
request for the five-foot high, 
two-by-four-foot ventilation 
enclosure. “The whole point of 
this is to create an enclosure 
to basically hide and protect 
new ventilation,” said Jarvis. 
“They're putting in a new boiler 
for the whole courthouse, and 
it will have new ventilation that 
will come directly out the wall, 
instead of going up through the 
chimney, which is how the old 
one was vented.”

Council voted 5-0 to approve 
construction of the enclosure. 

• Following a report from 
Jarvis, council voted 5-0 to ap-
prove an updated building plan 
for the Village Pump project 
on Spencer Street. The build-
ing setback from the street was 
increased to provide space for 
the installation of gas pumps, re-
ducing the square footage of the 
building by 600 square feet. The 
roof design was changed from a 
gable roof to a shed roof. 

Bacon asked if the owner 
had obtained Department of 
Environmental Quality approval 
for gas tanks and pumps. Jarvis 
reported he wasn't certain about 
the status of DEQ approval, but 
the latest information from the 
owner indicated that approval 
would be granted. 

• Council approved a condi-
tional use permit for Michael 
Ciani for short-term rentals at 
his house in a historic residential 
district. 

• Council approved a con-
ditional use permit for the 
Montana Heritage Commission 
for seasonal, short-term rentals 
at the Harding House. 

• Gatewood requested 
councilmember's opinions on 
whether the town had reached its 
limit on short-term rentals. 

“I don't think so, in our situ-
ation, because there are such 
limited options, as far as accom-
modations,” said councilmember 
Jon Osborn. 

“Things are spaced out pretty 
well, so it's not like we have 
seven of them right next to each 
other on one block,” said Bacon. 

“I think it benefits the overall 
economy in town if they're stay-
ing over here,” said Osborn. 

“I tend to agree,” said Gate-
wood. “I hate to envision a 
scenario where we're kind of a 
ghost community and it's just 
a bunch of rentals and we're all 
somewhere else, renting our 
houses, living in Sheridan and 
renting our houses. But I think 
we're a long, long way away 
from that.”

• Public works director Bob 
Rudolph reported he is coordi-
nating with 3 Rivers Commu-
nications to prevent problems 
during the company's installa-
tion of fiber-optic cable in town 
this spring and summer. The 
project will involve widespread 
excavation in town, mainly 
along streets. Rudolph said 3 
Rivers plans to start the project 
in April or May and it could take 
as long as a year to complete. 
The director said he is con-
cerned about potential damage 
to water and sewer lines during 
trenching, and he is completing 
a map of town infrastructure, 
such as manholes, standpipes 
and water lines, to prevent prob-
lems. The director said 3 Rivers 
will be holding public informa-
tion meetings in March, prior to 
starting the project. 

• Council heard a complaint 
from William Doyle about 
recreational vehicle parking in 
town. Doyle said there should 
be an effort to minimize the the 
impact of RV parking to the ap-
pearance of the historic district. 
“Our town has become Tijuana,” 
he said. Doyle suggested a 
town judge be hired to enforce 
ordinances. 

Gatewood informed Doyle 
that RV parking is allowed at 
homes in the historic district 
by ordinance, but said council 
would investigate issues at two 
specific properties mentioned in 
Doyle's complaint.
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HOLLOWTOP 
SMOKE SIGNALS

By Art Kehler
for The Madisonian

It seems we are living in 
a time of anti-aging.  In an 
attempt to avoid the awful 
possibility that (heaven forbid) 
they might actually appear to be 
growing older, many people are 
resorting to drastic measures.  
I refer to such medical solu-
tions as, eye bag removal, fat 
transfer injections, face lifts and 
liposuction.  All the same, the 
most popular current anti-aging 
procedure involves whitening 
one’s teeth to a degree rivaling 
those of a great white shark.  

To begin, folks with soiled 
smiles can have their tainted 
mouth blades professionally 
whitened by a dentist.  How-
ever, internet research revealed 
that whitening doesn’t work on 
crowns or fillings.  Also, it can 
start to fade in as little as one 
month.  Hence, regular mainte-
nance is required.  Therefore, 
to suggest that professional 
whitening isn’t expensive would 
be akin to saying our current 
national debt is a trifling sum.  

Fortunately, there are also 
numerous self-applied, home 
remedies available which are 
vastly more affordable than 
professional treatments.  I refer 
to such store-bought, teeth-whit-
ening products as toothpaste, 
strips and pens.  Commendably, 
they are also easy for the aver-
age smile-challenged customer 
to use.  Still, I am hesitant to try 
them and for good reason.  

Certainly, I can understand 
why, for younger people, hav-

ing a bright, youthful smile is 
important.  But, for older guys 
like me, I question if that is such 
a good idea. Like my weathered 
hide, my teeth have naturally 
discolored somewhat.  So, the 
question begs--“How would it 
look for a 71 year-old man to 
possess original-issue incisors 
that look like polished piano 
keys?” The answer is obvious-
-my face would look about as 
natural as an Egyptian mum-
my’s with dental implants. 

While pondering said di-
lemma, a more age-appropriate 
solution popped into my fertile 
mind--“Why not advocate for 
tooth-care product manufactur-
ers to develop a senior-specific 
pen that colors teeth gray?”  In 
so doing, my aged burger biters 
would match the ever-increas-
ing, like-colored hairs on my 
head.  Even better, gray doesn’t 
show stains as readily as white.  
Thus, there would be less fre-
quent need for color touchups.  
As I see it, that simple adapta-
tion would provide my mega-
mature mug with a more natural 
(not to mention distinguished) 
look.  

Furthermore, I could encour-
age those same manufacturers 
to develop another pen to apply 
a coat of clear gloss over the 
gray base coat.  Then, on those 
occasions when I and other se-
nior men need to look our best, 
our comparatively drab, gray 
teeth could be transformed to 
luminous silver.  That way, the 

smiles of us older guys would 
rival even the sparkling ivories 
of the younger set.  

Additionally, fashion con-
scious codgers could color-coor-
dinate their clothing to comple-
ment both their hair and their 
new enamel.  Further internet 
research turned up some inter-
esting matches. For instance, 
just as a brown tie goes best 
with yellow teeth, a navy blue 
tie harmonizes best with silver 
choppers.  The blue tie, when 
combined with an orange shirt, 
an olive-green sport coat, black 
denim jeans and gray bedroom 
slippers, perfects the silver-fox 
ensemble.  

When all is said and done, 
there’s one thing for certain:  
I’ll stop drinking my morning 
coffee when someone pries my 
cold, lifeless fingers from the 
mug—and not before.  Nor am 
I likely to forsake gluten-free 
fudge brownies any time soon.  
So, until the above described 
age-appropriate, anti-aging 
tooth products hit the market, I 
reckon my chocolate chompers 
will have to be tolerably bright 
just as they are.  

© Art Kehler

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

Age-appropriate-Anti-aging
Some deliberations on senior dental 

maintenance
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