
MADISON COUNTY—As of Monday, January 21, 
the federal government’s partial shutdown has stretched 
on for 31 days, the longest in U.S. history by 10 days. As 
the nation feels the ripple effects of the shut down in ev-
erything from airports to food inspections, the impacts 
are also trickling down to the state and local level and 
Montanans are not immune.

The Center for American Progress reports that over 
6,000 of the around 800,000 furloughed federal workers 
are in Montana, spread across over a dozen federal offic-
es. Those employees missed their first paycheck of 2019 
on Friday, January 11.

Nearly 4,000 of those furloughed employees work for 
the Montana branch of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA). The USDA includes several state agencies: 
56 offices of the Farm Service Agency; the Office of Ru-
ral Development, which facilitates grants and loans for 
economic development and for projects like Sheridan’s 
new million-dollar well project; the Forest Service and 
the staff that manage Montana’s 10 national forests.

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is also 
not working, including the 22 people it employs to moni-
tor and protect agricultural products and public health. In 
2013, the state FSIS inspected nearly 40 thousand head of 
livestock—a process that is currently stalled.

A further 2,300 employees of the Interior Department 
are also without pay until the federal government reopens. 

The Interior Department most notably oversees the 
National Park Service, which means the governing body 
for the 3 million acres encompassed by Glacier and Yel-
lowstone National parks is currently shuttered. 

The situation has become so dire in some nation-
al parks—like California’s Joshua Tree—that some of 
them have closed completely to visitors, after vandals 

in Joshua Tree toppled the park’s iconic protected trees, 
breaking them off at the trunks and leaving them lying 
on the ground. Without funding, there is no staff to help 
in cleanup and restoration efforts, and everything from 
protecting wildlife and scenery in the national parks to 
emptying trash and cleaning public restrooms is at a com-
plete standstill.

Last week, Yellowstone National Park reallocated 
some funds from recreation fees to restore a few basic 
services to the park, such as trash collection and reinstat-
ing the law enforcement officers who have been absent. 
The Park Service was reluctant to reallocate the fees, 
which were earmarked for future projects and now must 
be used just to keep the park functioning.
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Shutdown woes
Montanans feeling the strain 
as shutdown tops 30 days

A sign at the Ennis U.S. Forest Service office lets 
visitors know that the office will be closed until 
the partial federal government shutdown is lift-
ed. The Forest Service, overseen by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, is unfunded during the 
shutdown. (R. Colyer)

SHUTDOWN continued on A3

SHERIDAN – Sheridan Mayor Bob Stump was so 
impressed with the Ruby Valley FFA Parliamentary Pro-
cedures team demo that he asked the FFA students to re-
turn, to help the board smooth out their parliamentary 
practices during meetings.

Four members of the FFA team – Tyler Haag, Madi-
son Fabel, Zoe Lee, and Grace Larsen – and its advisor, 
Sheridan schools ag education teacher Rodney Braaten 
visited the town council on Monday, January 14, to show 
the council a demonstration of their skills.

With Haag serving as the chairman of the meeting 
and the three girls having a very short time to prepare 
some very extemporaneous arguments for or against a 
practice motion – to make and place planters filled with 
living flowers around the community – the students 
showed how a meeting was supposed to be run.

They presented arguments pro and con, used proce-
dural maneuvering to get their positions heard and other-
wise impressed the often very casual town council with 
their speed and knowledge of procedures.

Braaten called the exercise good practice and Stump 
and the board thanked the students for sharing their 
skills.

New well: shutdown victim
Stump, at the end of the meeting, updated council on 

how the town’s new well was a victim of the federal gov-
ernment’s shutdown.

Sheridan well a 
shutdown victim

Tolson Lane, sewer backup,
library fund, also on agenda

SHERIDAN continued on A2

TWIN BRIDGES – A co-op eight-man football team between Twin Bridges and 
Sheridan school districts will become a reality, following a vote by the Twin Bridg-
es school board on Tuesday evening, January 15.

On a motion forwarded by board members Mike Hughes and Gary Konen, the 
board unanimously approved forming a co-op team with Sheridan, something Sher-
idan’s school board had approved a week earlier, on January 8, by a narrow 4 – 3 
vote margin.

The two schools were facing a February 1 deadline with the Montana High 
School Association (MHSA) to form the co-op.

During discussion of the idea, Hughes said that the two schools were on track to 
meet this deadline, if his motion were to be approved.

Twin Bridges Superintendent Thad Kaiser suggested the board approve a three-
year co-op beginning the in the fall of 2019 with Sheridan.

Hughes also said the two schools would need to form a charter that would spell 
out how tickets to games would be available, how students would be bussed to prac-
tices and games, where games and practices would be held and other particulars of 
the co-op relationship.

This charter, he said, would likely take several months to create.
The two schools would also need to choose a new team name and colors, “Not 

red or purple,” Hughes said, smiling.
The motion was readily approved by the board with a unanimous vote to approve 

it.
In other business, the board learned that the town’s plans to improve stormwater 

runoff were moving ahead and this involved some school property at three loca-
tions.

Change in meeting nights
The board also unanimously approved a change in their meeting night.
Kaiser asked the board to consider moving the meeting night from the third Tues-

day of each month to the second Tuesday of each month.
This would solve a problem the district was facing of being caught in a billing cy-

cle where the district was not being able to approve payments for bills, which created 
delinquent payments.

Kaiser gave an example of the May 21 board meeting scheduled, when the bill due 
May 24, and the process of not being able to get this payment in the mail fast enough.

On a motion by Hughes and Konen, this measure was also unanimously approved, 

with the next meeting scheduled for February 12 instead of the 19th. 

Senior trip approved
Blu Keim, student representative to the board, pitched the senior class trip for her 

classmates to the board.
Keim said that their plans would be to head to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho from March 

21 – 23, the school’s spring break, mostly to enjoy the nearby Triple Play water park, 
which features bumper boats and cars, a climbing wall, laser tag, go karts, bowling 
and mini golf.

The senior class has raised about $3,000 Keim told the board, but they’d like to 
reach a goal of $5,700 in order to do all of the things they’d like to do. 

Keim said additional fundraising was planned, with more money from a Decem-
ber fundraiser currently unaccounted, possibly for bumping up the total.

The board approved the trip.

Town stormwater work
Board member Steve Janzen and Kaiser had walked the project with representa-

tive of the town, Great West Engineering, and the state Department of Transportation.
Janzen said the project was at the design stage, and was 35 percent completed. 

He and Kaiser suggested 15 small changes to the plan to accommodate the school’s 
needs, mostly to keep the work out of the path of vehicles.

“We were pretty happy with the design,” Janzen said.

Twin, Sheridan football co-op will happen
Twin Bridges school board approved 8-man 

football co-op with Sheridan

JOHN D. Taylor
editor@madisoniannews.com

TWIN BRIDGES continued on A2

HARRISON — The Har-
rison school board made quick 
work of its January meeting on 
Monday, January 14, passing 
a budget amendment that will 
add over $17,000 to the dis-
trict’s budget for the 2018 - 2019 
school year.

The amendment, first 
brought before the board in No-
vember, plans for a budget ad-
justment due to “unanticipated 
enrollment increase,” which 
changes the district’s average 
number of belonging, or ANB, 
for this school year. 

ANB is the number used 
by the state to determine the 
amount of funding that goes 
into a school’s general fund 
– each school in the state gets 
the same amount of money per 
student enrolled; larger schools 
have accordingly larger budgets 
due to the size of their student 
bodies.

The board unanimously ap-
proved the resolution laying out 
the budget amendment, which 
will add $17,416 to the district’s 
budget. The amendment must 
now be given final approval by 
the Office of Public Instruction. 

Athletics
Activities director Con-

nie Young and superintendent 
Fred Hofman both addressed 
different athletic district tour-
naments: volleyball and basket-
ball.

Young noted that athletic 
directors from around the area 
will soon be deciding whether 
or not to keep the district vol-
leyball tournament in the same 
format it was this fall. For the 
2018 season, the 11C and 12C 
district tournaments were held 
separately but in the same place, 
hosted by Manhattan Christian 
High School. The directors will 
deliberate three different op-
tions: keeping the tournament 
the same, splitting the two dis-
tricts into separate tournaments 
in different locations or com-
bining them completely into a 
single bracket and single tour-
nament. 

Young noted that most teams 
around the district were happy 
with the way the tournament 
went this year, but that teams 
from Drummond and Philips-
burg were likely to oppose the 
repeat of a similar program, 
since those were the two teams 
who had to travel the farthest to 
Manhattan and had to invest in 
hotel rooms. Most area teams 
were close enough to be able 
to drive to and home from the 
tournament each day.

Harrison
school
 passes 

new budget 
amendment

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC
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HARDY DRYWALL
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Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
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Service & Repairs
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MORTGAGE 

FIXED RATES
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(4.368% APR)

15 Years - .000% points

3.750%
(3.954% APR)
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(4.879% APR)
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LOAN 
RATES
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Rates subject to change without notice, APR calculation is based on 
a $200,000.00 loan amount with a 1% loan origination fee, $125.00 
processing fee, $334.00 document processing fee, $275.00 settle-
ment fee, $20.00 tracking fee, $11.95 MERS fee, $4.00 life of loan 
flood determination, $4.00 transcript fee 15 days of prepaid interest 
and *discount point fee as stated above.

Rates subject to change with-
out notice, APR calculation 
based on $20,000.00 loan 
amount with a $149.00 loan 
fee, 48 monthly payments of 
$459.67 on approved credit.

Welcome to Madison Valley Bank, where our customers 
own their futures. Our low interest rates, flexible loan 
options, and first-name service make home and auto 
ownership happen today for successful tomorrows.

Stop by your local branch to see how our small 
bank can help you make big things happen.

Ennis | Boulder | Montana City | West Yellowstone 
www.madisonvalleybank.com

The new well, designed to re-
place four older wells that are not 
supplying the town with enough wa-
ter now, was approved by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development arm last year.

Stump said he’d hoped to be 
drilling this well by October, but 
the federal paperwork slowed this 
process to a crawl, with multiple 
approvals for this and that, and with 
the federal shutdown nothing is hap-
pening. 

“I’m so fed up with this,” Stump 
said. “We’re sitting here waiting, it’s 
sad. We’ve been pursuing this for 
10 months. Nothing in the process 
has been expedited. Both parties 
are childish, it’s not for the good of 
the country. There is no urgency in 
their process. This should be expe-
dited, don’t they understand this is 
an emergency grant and loan?”

Stump said if the town had the 
procurement document, the town 
could get the well drilled; but the 
shutdown has stymied this.

He said he called Sen. Jon Tes-
ter a week ago – Tester railed in the 
Senate about the impact of the shut-
down on people and called for its 
end – but that was a week ago and 
nothing had been done.

“All of the things that were re-
quired have been done,” Stump said. 
“This is a ludicrous process.”

Councilman Dan Durham asked 
how long it would take if the prop-
er paperwork were in hand. Stump 
said it would now be about four 
months – May – if the town had an 
approval in hand that day.

Tolson Lane subdivision
Council again considered issues 

focused on the proposed Tolson 
Lane subdivision.

In November, Todd Dahlman, 
formerly a Utah resident, came to 
the town council after purchasing 
a 5-acre parcel on Tolson Lane and 
shared his intentions to build a home 
on this property for himself, then 
subdivide it into additional lots. The 
town was interested in annexing this 
land and discussed with Dahlman a 
deal to provide him with sewer line 
materials if he would build a sewer 
line that could serve any future de-
velopment.

Stump and town attorney 
Stephaine Kruer, of the Kruer Law 
Firm, discussed the process of an-
nexation with the council, noting 
that it was not quite as simple as they 
were first led to believe.

Stump said he discussed the 
process with the Madison County 
Planning Director Charity Fechter 
and learned that the process of an-
nexing empty lots amounted to one 
of two things. If a single landowner 
was involved, it should be a fairly 
straightforward process. However, 
when Kruer looked over the details, 
she discovered the process might not 
be so simple.

Kruer told the council that a 
1973 state law, The Planned Com-
munity Act, a state effort to prevent 
urban sprawl, might come into play 
with Tolson Lane. Municipalities, 
she said, were obligated to provide 
certain services under the act, in-
cluding a water main and sewer sys-
tem, and 51 percent of the landown-
ers in the annexation must agree to 
be annexed.

Kruer said the town needed a 
facilities plan, also a resolution with 
the intent to annex the property.

Stump said the town was not in a 
big hurry to annex anything yet.

However, Richard King, a near-
by resident, was not happy with the 
plans, He had concerns about how 
Dahlman intended to build homes 
on the subdivided land after Dahl-
man’s own home was finished.

“I’ve lived in Utah, and you 
could touch the houses,” King said 
spreading his arms apart, “they 
were that close together. Who will 
enforce the 10 foot setbacks? Why 
are we not enforcing them?”

He noted that several of his 
neighbors abided by the covenants 
on the land they’d purchased, but 
one neighbor was using a utility 
easement right of way as a personal 
driveway, parking a trailer on it, rev-
ving up cars early in the morning, 
and being a nuisance. These same 
neighbors had a tiny house and an-
other building on the property line, 
too, King said. He noted that other 
residences in the area had no Home-
owners Association (HOA) to make 
sure that covenants agreed to were 
being enforced.

King wondered who could en-
force this.

Kruer said that the town had no 
role in this, it was the HOA’s prevue, 
and that it would require a legal ac-
tion to bring about enforcement. She 
also promised to look at the cove-
nants involved.

Stump said he wanted to help 
King with his issues, too.

Library fund
Library Director Bill Talbott ex-

plained to the board the need for a li-
brary depreciation and reserve fund. 

Talbott said these were two 
funds the state recommended the 
library seek from the town to deal 
with allocated monies left over at 
the end of the fiscal year. The depre-
ciation fund was to focus on replac-
ing property of the library that had 
depreciated in value over time. The 
reserve fund was to focus on money 
for building and construction.

Talbott said the state has been 
pushing libraries to create these 
funds for several years, and the 
language in the resolution he was 
pitching for the council to approve 
was basically boilerplate for all city 
libraries.

The amount of money involved 
was relatively small, Talbott said, 
in 2018, $1,000 remained in the 
library’s budget. Typically this is 
rolled over into the next budget, Tal-
bott said.

Sewer backup
Maintenance Supervisor Curt 

Green explained how one home-
owner in town experienced a sewer 
line backup that came up through a 
basement shower. The homeowner 
was asking if the town could reim-
burse him for expenses to resolve 
the clog, $926.

Green said the real problem was 
tree roots snarling the sewer line, but 
the town couldn’t be absolutely sure 
if the root clog was in the resident’s 
part of the connection to the main 
sewer line, or from the main sewer 
line. When maintenance broke up 
the clog, the root ball was hooked 
then quickly washed into the main 
line, leaving doubt about exactly 
where the clog occurred.

The town is responsible for the 
8-inch main line, but homeowners 
are responsible for the 4-inch ser-
vice line connecting to the main.

Council wondered if this was a 
persistent problem, and Green told 
them it was, that there had been 
about seven cases this winter took 
place in service lines, but that sever-
al years earlier, the town had cleaned 
out its lines and replaced some that 
were troublesome. The town is also 
using a sewer line camera to discov-
er problem areas, but had no docu-
mentable proof that the main sewer 
line, instead of the service line was 
the problem in this instance. 

Green said the sewer lines are 
inspected every three years for clogs 
and other potential problems.

Green also said the town had 
also put about $620 into unclogging 
the lines.

Councilman Mike Walter be-
lieved the town had satisfied its 
obligation, and said while he would 
be frustrated if it were his home, 
he thought the problem was on the 
homeowner, not the town.

“We would set a precedent any 
time there is a backup, if we paid 
this,” he said, “We satisfied our end 
of the bargain.” 

Kruer suggested that a civil suit 

might result and that $920 was a 
cheap way out of a long and costly 
court battle.

Durham said he didn’t want to 
make a decision to pay the bill based 
on worries about a court case.

When paying the bill or not 
came to a vote, the council spilt two 
votes for (Durham and Rahn Ab-
bott) two against, (Walter and Em-
ilie Sayler). The tie-breaking vote 
came to Stump, who voted to pay 
the bill.

Sheriff, fire reports
Sheriff Phil Fortner noted that 

Sheridan had a lot of activity during 
December, including two animal 
calls, a dog bite, a DUI, four suspi-
cious circumstances, a trespass call, 
a wildlife call, two thefts -burglaries 
and some other calls within the town 
limits.

Stump suggested the sheriff’s 
office continue to do traffic stops, 
especially across the street from the 
town hall, where a particular black 
vehicle – a thorough description was 
given – had been “driving like cra-
zy” and was a threat to kids going 
to school.

Durham wondered about the 
burglaries, if they were related to the 
same people who have been hitting 
the Ruby Valley last summer. Fort-
ner said the leader of that burglary 
ring had been put into the state pris-
on for about 15 years and he didn’t 
believe there was any connection. 
The new burglaries were mostly 
crimes of opportunity, an I Pad was 
taken from a parked car, and purse 
and keys were snatched from anoth-
er.

Sheridan Fire Department’s 
Ben Hitchcock also reported a busy 
month: a gas leak, two spinklers go-
ing off, a downed power line due to 
a hit-and-run, and a fuel truck fire.

Hitchcock also noted that winter 
training hours for the fire depart-
ment would soon begin on Wednes-
day at the town’s training center. 
People were likely to see the fire 
department in action, working on 
simulations that would be like real 
fires, and training that is important 
to deal with home fires that might 
actually occur.

SHERIDAN  continued from A1:       Town’s new well, on hold, is a local shutdown victim

Ruby Valley FFA Parliamentary Procedures team members Tyler Haag, Madison Fabel, Zoe Lee, 
and Grace Larsen; their advisor, Sheridan schools ag education teacher Rodney Braaten; wowed 
Sheridan town council members Rahn Abbott, Mayor Bob Stump, Mike Walter and Clerk Ginger 
Galiger with their skills at council’s Monday, January 14, meeting. (J. Taylor)

TWIN BRIDGES continued from A1:       School board looks at storm water project, new hires

The project work will require 
a fair market value to be assessed 
for easements on to school prop-
erty and for the town to pay 
the school for these easements, 
which involved a relatively small 
square footage, Janzen told the 
board. 

The school board would have 
an option to waive compensation 
for the easements, and Janzen 
suggested the board wait until 
the assessment was done before 
reaching a conclusion on what to 
do.

The board agreed that this 

would be a future agenda item.
By March 19, Janzen said, 90 

percent of the design phase of the 
project would be completed, and 
any major changes would be too 
late to implement then.

In a related matter, the board 
did unanimously approve a side-
walk plan as part of the project 
that would provide better access 
to the school’s playground and 
basketball court.

New hires approved
The board also approved a 

search to hire a full-time elemen-

tary principal, a business man-
ager/clerk, a special education 
teacher and a part-time secretary 
– all of these positions being va-
cated by retirements or resigna-
tions for the 2019 school year.

On a motion made by Janzen 
and Konen, all but the part-time 
secretary were approved unani-
mously.

However, Hughes objected 
to the part time secretary, on 
the grounds that enrollment was 
dropping, and he was concerned 
about the districts costs for this 
position, particularly the benefits 

package, and how this would im-
pact the budget.

Board member Patty Nelson, 
a personnel committee member 
who recommended the hires, said 
the idea behind the secretary was 
to realign the work involved with 
the current three people, into a 
job that would require only two 
and a half people. This would 
make transitioning between old-
er experienced employees and 
new hires smoother, she said.

Hughes was the sole vote 
against hiring the part-time sec-
retary.

None of the three outcomes 
would have a large impact on Har-
rison’s volleyball team, aside from 
potentially changing where the 
tournament was held. In a combined 
11C/12C tournament, Young said, 
the same number of teams would 
be entered into the bracket, but dif-
ferent teams would compete against 
one another. The board expressed 
satisfaction with this year’s tourna-
ment and requested that Young pass 
that preference on at the athletic di-
rectors’ conference.

Hofman presented the board 
with an adjusted basketball tourna-

ment bracket for the district tourna-
ment to be held February 14-16 in 
Dillon. A change to the seeding pro-
cess could make things a bit more 
confusing, he said.

The new bracket provides the 
top-seeded team in the district 
(currently Twin Bridges among the 
boys’ teams and Ennis among the 
girls’ teams) with a bye in their first 
game, should they elect to take it. If 
they choose not to take the bye, the 
option will go to the second-seed 
team, and if they choose to pass, 
will go to the third seed. If the third 
seed does not take the bye, no team 

will have a bye and the bracket will 
proceed as usual. 

Bracket pairings should come 
out the weekend before the district 
tournament, Hofman said, and 
top-seeded teams would have that 
weekend to decide whether they 
would take the bye or elect to play 
the first round as a “practice game.” 
The brackets would be set the week 
of the tournament once the bye had 
been assigned or passed on.

Other business at Harrison’s 
January meeting:

• Hofman noted that Harrison’s 
homecoming would take place the 

end of January, with the homecom-
ing basketball game scheduled for 
February 2, when the Wildcats will 
host the Lima Bears.

• Hofman also said he was look-
ing into the possibility of the school 
hosting a first aid and CPR training 
open to those who wanted to be-
come certified in CPR and gain first 
aid experience. This would allow 
bus drivers to fulfill the required 
CPR certification.

• The board added Richard 
McKenzie as a substitute bus driver, 
pending fulfillment of the necessary 
requirements.

HARRISON continued from A1:    School board looks at sports schedules, CPR for bus drivers 
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At-Large    Committee Member: Linda O’Connor    406-738-4373
 
Big Sky    Committee Member: Maggie Biggerstaff  406-580-6244

Browning/Heart Butte  Committee Member: Brother Dale Mooney    406-338-5290 ext 150

Fairfield/Augusta/   Committee Member: Marci Shaw   406-467-3366
Fort Shaw/Helena 

Lima/Melrose/Sheridan/ Committee Member: Dale Giem       406-596-3253
Virginia City/Twin Bridges

In addition, there are two other ways to be nominated:
1.  Any 15 or more members acting together may make nominations by petition up to 30 days prior to the meeting.
2.  The president of the board will call for additional nominations from the floor at the actual meeting.

For further details on these alternative nomination procedures, please call 1-800-796-4567 ext 4132.
The election will be held in Fairfield at the Community Hall on Monday, March 18, 2019.  

The business meeting begins at 1:00 p.m.

1-800-796-4567   •   www.3rivers.net

 The Board of Trustees has selected the Nominating Committee for the 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc.  
66th Annual Meeting.  These committee members are looking for interested 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, 
Inc. members who live in the listed exchange areas to be candidates for the position of Trustee on the Board of 
Trustees. This Board manages the business and affairs of 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

 If you or someone you know is interested in becoming an active participant on the Board of Trustees of 
3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc. please call one of the Nomination Committee members listed below for 
requirements, qualifications and responsibilities by January 30, 2019.

Volunteers around and in the 
park began donating money and 
time soon after the shutdown be-
gan, cleaning public toilets and 
helping to ensure some of the park’s 
roads remained groomed. But all 
administration offices are closed 
and won’t reopen until the govern-
ment does.

Also under the Interior De-
partment are the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, which supplies health care 
and law enforcement to the state’s 
seven reservations; the Bureau of 
Land Management, which man-
ages millions of acres of public 
lands; and the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, which oversees the 23 
wildlife refuges across Montana. 

As “non-essential” services, all of 
those offices are shuttered, their 
employees receiving no pay.

The lack of paychecks makes 
it harder for federal employees to 
simply put food on the table, and 
for the over 100,000 Montanans 
who utilize Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) ben-
efits, that uncertainty will grow if 
the federal shutdown extends past 
February 1. 

SNAP received funding 
through the end of January, but 
beneficiaries could see funding 
completely cut off after that. Across 
the nation, around 38 million peo-
ple utilize SNAP benefits in order 
to put food on the table, but since 

the stalled USDA oversees SNAP, 
there will be no renewal on Feb-
ruary 1 unless the government re-
opens. 

It seems nobody is immune 
from the shutdown: one of the high-
est profile impacts for the general 
public has been air travel, including 
Transportation Security Adminis-
tration (TSA) employees at airports 
around the country. TSA sick calls 
skyrocketed nearly 140 percent last 
week, after the agents stopped re-
ceiving paychecks on January 11. 
That has resulted in longer lines, 
missed flights and even closed ter-
minals at the nation’s busiest air-
ports.

Montana’s eight airports em-

ploy around 170 Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and TSA 
personnel, the Center for American 
Progress reports. It may not seem 
like many, but travelers will be at 
their mercy should increasing sick 
calls spread to Montana’s airports.

President Trump dug in his 
heels last week over the shutdown, 
refusing point blank to agree to 
any compromise that didn’t include 
his requested $5.7 billion to build 
a wall along the United States’ 
southern border with Mexico. With 
Congress equally determined not to 
allocate the funds, there is no end 
in sight for the shutdown unless a 
compromise can be found.

SHUTDOWN  continued from A1:       Montanans feel the impact of federal shutdown
ENNIS—The Ennis school 

board’s monthly meeting fo-
cused mainly on an upcoming 
annual athletics meeting of the 
Montana High School Associ-
ation (MHSA) and the yearly 
evaluation of superintendent 
Casey Klasna by the board.

Athletics
Athletic Director Chris Hess 

brought a series of proposals to 
the board, submitted by schools 
around the state for consid-
eration at the MHSA annual 
meeting, scheduled for January 
21 in Butte. Athletic directors 
from across Montana will vote 
on the proposals, according to 
the recommendations of their 
respective school boards.

The proposals Hess brought 
to the board covered every-
thing from the number of 
games allowed in a basketball 
season and eligibility for stu-
dents involved in internships 
or dual enrollment programs to 
the mechanisms for changing 
MHSA policies and a motion to 
form a committee to look into 
an MHSA-sanctioned girls’ 
wrestling program.

Hess explained the various 
proposals to the board and gave 
his recommendations for how 
he believed they should be vot-
ed on. The board unanimously 
approved of Hess’ recommen-
dations and Hess will attend the 
meeting later this month to vote 
on the proposals with repre-
sentatives from the nearly 200 
MHSA member schools.

Audit, budget
Clerk Ginger Martello pre-

sented several updates to the 
board, including a review of 
Ennis’ annual audit, which 
showed that the school had 
overspent its retirement budget 
by around $1,600, which came 
from a change in the seniority 
list of the school’s staff. 

Aside from a miscoded line 
item and a recommendation 
concerning the segregation of 
duties for the staff who handle 
the financial workings of the 
district, Martello said there 
were no other recommenda-
tions in the audit.

“Everything else was good,” 
she said. “We received what’s 
called an unmodified report, 
which is the best audit you can 
get.”

Martello also informed the 
board that a proposed amend-
ment to the district budget had 
been approved by the Office of 
Public Instruction, which came 
from an increase in student en-
rollment that would according-
ly increase the school’s budget 
for the 2018-2019 school year. 
That proposal will be voted on 
as a resolution at the board’s 
February meeting.

Klasna evaluation
Rounding out the meeting 

was the annual superinten-
dent’s evaluation for Klasna, a 
practice undertaken by districts 
across the state to gauge admin-
istrative success.

Board members com-
plete an evaluation that allows 
them to rate various aspects 
of performance from “below 
expectations” to “exceeds ex-
pectations,” and offer their 

comments. Klansa met or ex-
ceeded expectations in all cat-
egories from all five members 
of Ennis’s board, each of whom 
expressed appreciation for his 
work.

“I very much appreciate 
your efforts considering the 
scope of your duties,” said 
board member Karen Ketchu. 
She also noted Klasna’s com-
mitment to putting students 
first and supporting the dis-
trict’s staff, a sentiment that 
was repeated across the board, 
and which board member Julie 
Funston echoed in her com-
ments.

“The morale of the staff 
seems to be as high as it’s ever 
been,” Funston said. “And I 
think I a lot of that goes to you.”

Klasna expressed appreci-
ation for the comments of the 
board and the successful eval-
uation and credited the board 
and staff of Ennis Schools for 
making his job enjoyable and 
helping him to enjoy success as 
a superintendent. 

“We do a lot of work ev-
ery day,” Klasna said. “And it 
wouldn’t be possible without 
our excellent staff and the sup-
port of this board.”

Other business at the Ennis 
school board’s January meet-
ing:

• Elementary principal Bri-
an Hilton updated the board 
on the goings-on of grades K-8 
as the end of the second quar-
ter quickly approaches. Hilton 
noted that the junior high girls’ 
basketball team, which began 
games after winter break, has 
nearly 30 players, that the ge-
ography bee was won by eighth 
grader Megan Barsness, who 
has won the bee twice before. 
Barsness will take a qualifying 
exam to try and qualify for the 
state geography bee. Hilton also 
said that ski trips to Discovery 
and Big Sky are in the works for 
students, facilitated by science 
teacher Ross Lingle. 

• Upcoming events were 
announced, including the divi-
sional speech, drama and de-
bate meet on January 19, the 
science fair on January 28 and 
the spelling be on February 6.

• A parent approached 
the board on a clarification 
of school policy concerning 
knives on campus after an al-
leged incident in which a stu-
dent brought a knife to school. 
The school’s policy prohibits 
any knives on campus, and any 
weapons found on campus are 
confiscated and appropriate dis-
ciplinary measures taken.

• The board moved its Feb-
ruary meeting, usually held 
the second Wednesday of the 
month, to Wednesday, February 
20.

Supt. Casey Klasna

Klasna receives positive 
feedback in 

superintendent evaluation

ENNIS SCHOOLS

Ennis school board discusses
athletic proposals, audit

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

MADISON COUNTY—Seven 
more high school basketball match-
ups took place last weekend, as the 
post season quickly approaches in 
just three weeks. 

Action began on Thursday, Jan-
uary 17 when Ennis traveled to Twin 
Bridges. The top-ranked boys’ and 
girls’ teams in the district showed 
exactly why they’re up there, with 
the Twin Bridges boys continuing 
their undefeated season and the En-
nis girls adding to what was a sev-
en-game winning streak going into 
the weekend.

On the boys’ side, Twin’s dy-
namic trio of Daniel Kruer, Jake 
Hughes and Bryce Nye was too 
much for the Mustangs, leading the 
Falcons to a 79-42 victory. 

Kruer notched 19 points while 
Hughes added 15, nine of which 
came from beyond the three-point 
line. Nye had 14 points, helping the 
Falcons to outscore the Mustangs by 
nearly double in each quarter. Lead-
ing Ennis scorers Trevor Swan-
son and Kurt Funston, who added 

14 and 10 points respectively, just 
weren’t enough to stop Twin, who 
this week is ranked 5th among Mon-
tana’s Class C schools.

The lady Mustangs are also 
ranked 9th in the state, and showed 
why on Thursday. Seniors Whit-
ney McKitrick and Jourdain Klein 
scored 22 and 18 points respective-
ly, leading Ennis to outscore Twin 
Bridges 41-14 in the second half 
alone on the way to a 64-44 win. 

Ennis traveled to Lone Peak on 
Friday, January 18, where the girls 
extended their winning streak to 
nine games. Both teams notched 
victories, the girls in 48-17 and the 
boys in 60-42.

Also on Friday, the Harrison 
Wildcats hosted Drummond while 
Sheridan hosted Granite, but both 
teams would fall short on Friday, 
with the Wildcats falling 48-21 on 
the boys’ side and 54-25 on the girls’ 
side.

Philipsburg prevailed in a hard-
fought game against the Panthers, 
but Sheridan would also fall by 32 
points on the boys’ side, 66-34, and 
22 points for the girls, 46-24.

Twin Bridges and Whitehall, 

however, would both sweep their 
opponents on Friday. The Fal-
cons traveled to Lima, where Jake 
Hughes simply could not be stopped 
against the Bears. 

Hughes notched 35 of Twin’s 
81 points, as many as all of Lima’s 
players combined, including going 
seven for nine on three-pointers. 
Nate Konen, Matt Kaiser and Char-
lie Kruer all added double-digit 
points to the Falcons’ total, and with 
a team-wide 13 three-pointers, the 
Bears never stood a chance, out-
scored by Twin Bridges 37-12 in the 
first half and 44-23 in the second 
half on the way to an 81-35 rout.

The Lady Falcons also showed 
up in force, outscoring Lima in all 
but the final quarter to win 50-26. 
Clancy Phillip rolled to a 17-point 
game, while Anna Kaiser added 11 
and Blu Keim notched 10.

Playing Jefferson, the Whitehall 
Trojans had some closer scores but 
still edged out a pair of victories. 
The boys would win in 57-46, while 
the Lady Trojans claimed a 56-45 
victory.

The weekend’s final game came 
when Sheridan hosted Harrison 

on Saturday, January 19. The girls 
would claim their fourth win of the 
season, defeating the Wildcats 44-
23, while the Panthers would fall on 
the boys’ side, 62-35.

The last basketball games of 
January will take place this week-
end, beginning on Thursday, Janu-
ary 24 when Sheridan hosts Ennis. 
Twin Bridges will then host Sheri-
dan on Friday, January 25, while En-
nis hosts Lima and Harrison plays 
Granite in Willow Creek.

Then on Saturday, January 26, 
Harrison will host Gardiner and 
Twin Bridges will travel to Drum-
mond. Then there will be only two 
more weeks of competition before 
teams descend upon Dillon for the 
district tournament February 14-16.

Basketball Roundup
Reagan Colyer

news@madisoniannews.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. – More 
than 30 days into President Trump’s 
shutdown, U.S. Senator Jon Tester 
is demanding a vote to reopen the 
government.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do 
and that work starts with open-
ing the government of the United 
States,” Tester said on Thursday, 
January 10, in an impassioned 
speech on the Senate Floor. “We 
can continue to have the debate 
about the best way to secure the 
border, but we should not be hold-
ing the American people hostage.”

Last week, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed legislation to 
fund six of the seven agencies that 
are currently shutdown and reopen 
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the next 30 days as negoti-

ations continue on border security 
funding. However, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) 
refused to bring the bills up for a 
vote in the Senate.

“Bring the bills to the floor to 
open this government and vote on 
them,” Tester demanded. “If they 
go down, they go down—but I 
think they’ll pass. And if the Presi-
dent vetoes them, bring them back 
for a veto override. It is as simple 
as that.”

Tester joined his colleagues on 
the Senate Floor today as they tried 
to force a vote on legislation that 
would end what is now the second 
longest shutdown in American his-
tory. McConnell blocked the mo-
tion, refusing to hold a vote on any 
legislation that the President says 

he will veto. 
“We’re a coequal branch of 

government,” Tester added. “We 
shouldn’t be asking for a permis-
sion slip from the President to do 
our business.”

As Ranking Member of the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommit-
tee on Homeland Security, Tester 
helped write legislation that would 
provide more than $21 billion for 
border security and immigration 
enforcement. He also voted for 
legislation to keep the government 
open last month, which passed the 
Senate unanimously. The House 
passed similar legislation last 
week. Reopening the government 
now depends on the Senate voting 
to send this legislation to the Presi-
dent’s desk.

On Friday, January 11, U.S. 
Senator Steve Daines introduced 
the End Government Shutdowns 
Act, which permanently prevents 
federal government shutdowns.

“Shutdowns don’t work. Yet 
we’re seeing them happen time and 
time again,” Daines said. “The End 
Government Shutdowns Act will 
hold Congress accountable to fund-
ing the government and ensure that 
hardworking folks aren’t paying 
the price for the partisan, political 
games being played in DC.”   

The legislation is sponsored 
by U.S. Senators Rob Portman (R-
OH), Chuck Grassley (R-IA), John-
ny Isakson (R-GA), Mike Enzi (R-
WY), John Barrasso (R-WY), Jim 
Risch (R-ID), Mike Lee (R-UT), 
and Lisa Murkowski (R-AK).

Montana Senators say end shutdown: McConnell blocks motion
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OBituaries

OPINION

Born in Oklahoma City on 
Feb 28, 1927, Bobby Ruth (Smith) 
Bjork was an energetic, loving and 
adventurous lady.   She attended 
Blackburn College in Illinois and 
graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1947 where she ma-
jored in Radio Speech and gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude at age 20.  
While working at her first job in 
Chicago, she met and married her 
husband Ted Bjork.  The couple 
moved from Chicago in 1951 with 
son, Stan and settled in Fort At-
kinson, Wisconsin.  Their daugh-
ter, Kris, completed the family 
and they spent 20 wonderful 
years in Wisconsin before Ted’s 
career in advertising took them to 
Memphis, Tennessee and then on 
to Birmingham, Alabama.

In 1979, Bobby and Ted made 
a major life change and purchased 
El Western Cabins in Ennis.  
Montana became their true home 
and hospitality became their way 
of life.  During their years in En-
nis, their grandchildren Brian 
Hauck and Lauren (Hauck) Lin 
were born and spent many sum-
mers visiting and working at El 
Western.  After Ted’s death in 
1997, Bobby relocated to Boz-
eman and spent 13 years there 
before returning to Ennis for her 
final years.  

Throughout her life, Bobby 
gave thousands of hours of her 
time volunteering.  Scouting, 
hospital auxiliaries, schools, mu-
seums, symphonies, Red Cross 
and other deserving organizations 
benefited from her time and tal-
ents.   She served as First Reader 
in the Christian Science Church 
in both Birmingham and Ennis.  
While in Ennis, her energy and 
service was mainly focused on 

the Madison Valley chapter of 
the General Federation of Wom-
en’s Clubs and over the years she 
served proudly as President of the 
local, state and western regions 
and finally as an International 
Officer.  

Bobby had many interests 
over her lifetime but her true pas-
sions were her family and travel.  
Often combining the two, she 
took trips with her children and 
grandchildren.   She celebrated 
her 82nd birthday in the Antarctic 
and accomplished her goal of vis-
iting all seven continents.

Our spirited and devoted 
mother passed on January 13, 
2019 with her children by her side.  
She is survived by her children, 
Stan Bjork of Alameda, CA, Kris 
(Bjork) Hauck and husband John 
of Ennis, MT and devoted grand-
children Brian Hauck  (Elizabeth) 
of Redondo Beach, CA and Lau-
ren Lin (Stan) of Seattle, WA and 
her 3 great granddaughters.   The 
family wishes to thank the staff 
of the Madison Valley Manor for 
their compassionate care of our 
mother in her final years and mo-
ments.

Bobby Ruth Bjork
January 13, 2019

Dean V Nordberg passed 
away January 11, 2019 at the 
Madison Valley Manor in En-
nis, MT. 

Dean was born July 25, 
1934 in Sheridan, MT to Linus 
(Len) and Gwyndolyn (Wil-
liams) Nordberg. Dean was the 
only boy in the family of four 
sisters.

He was raised on a ranch 
on Fish Creek. He attended 
schools in Twin Bridges and 
Whitehall where he graduated 
from with the class of 1952. He 
played basketball and football 
for the Whitehall Trojans. 

After graduation he became 
an iron worker and followed 
this trade for over 27 years be-
coming Superintendent for H. 
C. Smith Construction, build-
ing and revamping missile sites 
in Montana, Wyoming, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota.

He married Lois Cook in 
August 1953 and they became 
parents of three children Eric, 
Arlene and Timothy. When the 
children reached school age 
they settled in Cheyenne, WY. 
Lois and Dean divorced in 1977 
and Dean returned to Montana.

He ranched on the Big Hole 
River for 10 years, raising cat-
tle and horses. Horses were his 
lifelong passion, raising many 
and giving them all away. 

After retiring he lived in 
Twin Bridges.

Dean slipped and fell, hit-
ting his head which caused a 
blood clot and stroke. For the 
past 20 years of his life he suf-
fered and struggled with the ef-
fects of this accident.

He was preceded in death by 

his parents, daughter Arlene, 
ex-wife Lois, Sisters and

brother in-laws; Helen (Mil-
ton) Jones, Gwen (John) Spin-
ner, Jeanne (Fritz) Bohren, and 
brother in-law Ron Mailey. 
Survivors include sons, Eric of 
Cheyenne, WY and Tim (Ray) 
of Los Angeles, CA, son in-law 
Kevin (Lauri) Delaney of Chey-
enne, WY, grandson Anthony 
(Toni) Galligan of Loveland, 
CO, great grandson Mica Gal-
ligan, sister Marjorie Mailey 
of Sheridan, MT and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

At Dean’s request no ser-
vices will be held. A private 
family internment of ashes will 
be held at the Silver Star Cem-
etery at a later date. A special 
thanks to the staff of the Mad-
ison Valley Manor for the care 
they gave Dean. Memorial con-
tributions can be made to the 
Twin Bridges Historical Muse-
um, PO Box 227 where he spent 
many hours.

Dean V Nordberg
January 11, 2019

Frederick Riley Wilson of 
Harrison, MT went on to his re-
ward Sunday, January 13, 2019 
at Bozeman Deaconess Hospital. 

He was born September 3, 
1937 to F. Lawrence and Reta 
(Irwin) Wilson in Sheridan, WY.  
He attended Woodland Park 
Grade School and graduated 
from Sheridan High School in 
1956. That fall, he married his 
high school sweetheart, Nancy 
Jo Merha. The two moved to 
Bozeman and then made their 
permanent home in Harrison, 
MT where they ranched and 
raised their family. 

Riley was a member of the 
Montana Outfitters and Dude 
Ranchers Association, the Mon-
tana Wool Growers Associa-

tion, the Masonic Lodge #56, 
the Algeria Shrine, and spent 
43 years with the Montana De-
partment of Livestock as a state 
brand inspector. For a short time 
he served as a deputy sheriff in 
Madison County. 

While he started out in the 
cow business, Riley always had 
a love of sheep ranching and 
ran a large sheep “outfit” for 
many years. Later on, he imple-
mented a business wherein he 
used sheep to control noxious 
weeds and grasses within sub-
divisions and open areas. His 
“Woolly Weed Eaters” trucks 
were a common sight in several 
counties throughout the summer 
months. 

Recently he was best known 

for his barnwood projects. He 
spent many hours creating new 
pieces of furniture, planters, 
benches, or anything he could 
assemble out of barnwood. His 
outhouses were some of his most 
prized pieces. They were made 
for nostalgia, attention-grabbers, 
and for a sense of humor which 
he always maintained. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Nancy, of 62 years, five children 
Pam (Barry) Benke, Paula Wil-
son (Scotty), Penni (Pat) Burn-
ham, Wayne (Brenda) Wilson, 
Todd Wilson, eleven grandchil-
dren, and sixteen great-grand-
children. 

 A memorial will be held on 
January 25, 2019 at 1:00 at the 
Pony School Gym, Pony, MT 

following a private family ser-
vice. In lieu of flowers memori-
als may be sent to Shriners Hos-
pital for Children or Montana 
Wool Growers Association.  

Frederick Riley Wilson     January 13, 2019

By Rep. Casey Schreiner

If there’s one thing Montanans can unite behind, it’s that 
we’re sick and tired of self-serving politicians who are all talk, 
no walk. 

As the House Minority Leader for the 2019 Legislative Ses-
sion, I couldn’t agree more. 

Montana families deserve a Legislature that sets aside the 
partisan, political blustering. And they deserve lawmakers that 
lead with solutions. That’s why House Democrats have our 
sleeves rolled up and are eager to get to work.

As citizen legislators, our number one job is to represent and 
provide a voice for the people who elected us: Our neighbors, 
small business owners, local workers and community members. 
And you didn’t elect us to run government like a reality TV 
show — you elected us to work hard and find solutions to the 
very real problems that families across our state face every day. 

From the Flathead to the Northern Cheyenne Reservation, 
Montanans are shouldering the burden of crippling health care 
costs and an increasingly unstable health insurance market. The 
fate of 100,000 Montanans’ health care hangs in the balance 
this legislative session as some elected representatives work to 
destroy our state’s healthcare system as we know it. 

House Democrats believe that families shouldn’t go broke 
to pay their medical bills. We believe that Montanans who live 
in rural communities deserve to have the same quality of care 
as Montanans who live in one of our more urban centers. We’re 
going to fight non-stop for Montanans to be able to access af-
fordable, high-quality health care and ensure that our rural hos-
pitals remain open.

Montana is facing an infrastructure crisis. Costs skyrocket 
for every year that our Legislature kicks the can down the road 
on rebuilding our crumbling roads, bridges, water systems, and 
schools. The majority in the legislature needs to help us pass 
a comprehensive infrastructure package that addresses the di-

verse needs of our communities and creates good paying jobs 
that grow our economy. 

And we know fighting for the best interests of the people of 
Montana means holding government accountable with a fiscally 
responsible budget that works for our state. Our budget isn’t a 
piggy bank to be raided when the legislature wants to avoid 
tough decisions, which is why this year, we must restore and 
protect the critical family services that were cut by the majority 
during last year’s the special session. We have to live within our 
means with a balanced, fiscally responsible budget that fulfills 
our responsibilities to our state while eliminating inefficiency 
and waste. We hope that our colleagues will join us in sitting 
down at the table to find bipartisan solutions to get our finances 
in order.

These issues, and the countless others that the 2019 legisla-
ture will discuss, are often not partisan issues—they’re Mon-
tana issues. 

The majority of Montanans believe we need common sense 
solutions for things like our state’s failing infrastructure, pro-
hibitively expensive health care, and a broken budget that has 
been balanced on the backs of working families for too long.

Of course, there will be times when representing Montanans 
means pushing back hard against absurd legislation that is bad 
for our state. House Democrats won’t roll over when vital pro-
grams and services are on the chopping block.

 But we must work together to find real solutions, and we 
invite—in fact, we expect—our colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle to join us in putting the people of Montana first. The 
2019 Legislative Session cannot turn into a 4-month campaign 
commercial for 2020. We have real issues to solve right now. 
Solutions, rather than rhetoric, are vital to Montana’s success.

House Democrats see the 2019 Legislative Session for what 
it is: An opportunity to fulfill our constitutional obligation and 
lead with solutions that deliver results for the people of Mon-
tana.

All talk, no walk
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• 1,632 sf, 3bd, 2ba home built in 2014
• Large, fully fenced back yard
• Quiet new neighborhood

Michelle
Van Dyke 

broker
406.596.0805  

513 TOLSON LANE | SHERIDAN
$245,000 | #328580

• 2bd, 2ba
• Beautiful yard w/trees and unground sprinklers
• On hill overlooking Historic Virginia City

Holly
Driskill 

sales associate
406.451.3527 

301 S HAMILTON, VIRGINIA CITY
$275,000 | #321711

• 4bd- 2.5ba remodeled Victorian
• Across from updated Jaycee Park
• Residential or Commercial

Sarah
Weitz 

sales associate
 406.925.2260

235 S IDAHO ST, DILLON
$279,000 | #319594

• Madison River Front
• 3bd/2ba
• VRBO for income

Dot
Merrill 

broker
 406.570.9067  

1393 HWY 287 N, CAMERON
$495,000 | #314291

• 72±acres w/Gooseberry Creek
• 6000± sf home, NO COVENANTS
• 100’ x 40’ SHOP/BARN/CARPORT

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288   

• Madison River Front
• 3bd, 2.5ba w/detached 2 car garage
• 360 degree views

Sara
Johnson 

broker
406.570.4249 

65 MOONWATER LANE, CAMERON
$729,000 | #318102

• 21± acres, fenced & cross fenced
• NO COVENANTS
• 1,646±sf home, single car garage

Rikki
Dilschneider

broker
406.581.5155   

3 DEPOT SPUR RD, ENNIS
$305,000  | #329572

• 2,132± sf home w/ 4 bd & 2.5 ba
• Wrap around deck
• Creek flowing through the property

Will
Koehler
sales associate
406.596.0733  

3409 MT HWY 287 | SHERIDAN
$337,000 | #319915

50 OLD VC HWY, ENNIS  
$875,000 | #319316

PRICE REDUCED

NEW LISTING

RESIDENTIAL

VIRGINIA CITY—The Madison 
County commissioners remain busy 
into the new year and addressed 
a variety of topics at their weekly 
meeting on Tuesday, January 15, 
including a grant amendment to an 
ongoing project near Ennis.

Moore Creek
Great West Engineering and the 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) have been work-
ing on a flood mitigation project on 
Moore Creek, which runs through 
Ennis, for several months. The next 
step in the process, said clerk Jani 
Flinn, is for Great West to evaluate 
the impacts those efforts will have 
on the “flood prone area” that sur-
rounds Moore Creek. 

The mitigation efforts include 
the construction of culverts and 
bridges to keep the creek flowing 
at safe levels while maintaining the 
integrity of the waterway itself and 
preventing flooding. The commis-
sioners approved an amendment to 
Great West’s task order that will 
allow them to continue work on the 
project, a cost of around $6,000. The 
project is expected to be completed 
by June of this year.

Salaries
The commissioners also passed 

an adjustment to the resolution that 
set county staff salaries for the 2018-
2019 fiscal year. The adjustment 
amended the resolution to reflect a 
retroactive wage increase of $0.25 
per hour for the county’s certified 
nurse’s aides (CNAs) in accordance 
with the state’s direct care wages. 
The increase had not yet been ap-
proved by the legislative budget 
when it first came about, which was 
the reason the commissioners had to 
retroactively approve the wage in-
crease dating back to July 1, 2018.

CAO position
The final item on the commission 

agenda concerned some confusion 
over the creation of a new position 
back in June of 2018. 

Last year, the county commis-
sioners designated a chief adminis-
trative officer, a position that stream-
lines the day-to-day operations of 
the commission and provides an in-
termediary between various county 
departments and the commission. 

In December, confusion arose as 
to whether it was within the commis-
sioners’ jurisdiction to create such a 
position, and deputy county attorney 
Justin Ekwall was consulted to en-
sure that the commissioners could 
establish the position without vio-
lating or changing the commission 
form of government under which 
Madison County operates.

Ekwall told the commission on 
Tuesday that they were within their 
rights to appoint a chief administra-
tive officer, as the form of govern-
ment allows them to create a position 
or delegate certain duties to an offi-
cer or assistant. 

This is not a unique move among 
Montana counties: Neighboring 
Gallatin County, which also oper-
ates under a commission form of 
government, has a similar position 
that allows day-to-day decisions to 
be made without requiring that they 
be a part of a formal commission 
meeting, while maintaining the pub-
lic involvement characteristic of a 
commission-style government. Any 
major changes, decisions or devel-
opments relevant to the county or 
the local government would remain 
items on commission agendas that 
require a majority vote and are open 
to any members of the public who 
wish to attend.

The commission asked Ekwall 
on Tuesday to draft a memo estab-
lishing the new chief administrative 
officer position in order to maintain 
maximum transparency as to the op-
erations and decisions of the board, 
which Ekwall said he would do.

Commissioners continue 
Moore Creek floodplain project

FEMA, Great West Engineering 
addressing flood risks

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

BOZEMAN – After last 
winter’s record-setting snowfall, 
the mountains across the state of 
Montana have received sporadic 
snowfall so far this year, leaving 
some river basins near normal 
for snowpack, while others are 
below normal on January 1.

Early season snowfall has 
favored regions along the Con-
tinental Divide in western and 
south-central Montana so far 
this winter, and this is where the 
highest snowpack percentages 
can be found.

“What’s been unique about 
this winter so far is that the 
snowpack in these regions 
would be below normal for this 
date if it weren’t for the storm 
that dropped significant totals 
during the last week of October 
into early November,” said Lu-
cas Zukiewicz, hydrologist for 
the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. “Many 
areas that were overlooked by the 
early November weather remain 
below normal for snowpack at 
this time, except for some re-
gions of western Montana along 
the Idaho border which received 
heavy snowfall during the latter 
half of December.”

The month of December 
was also well above average 
across the state with regards to 
temperatures, aside from a cold 
arctic air during the first week 
of the month. Monthly tem-
perature departures were 3-7 
degrees above average in north-
west and north-central Montana 
and 1-3 degrees above average 
in southwest and south-central 
Montana.

“After a long and hard win-
ter of shoveling and shivering 
last year, it’s been a mild win-
ter so far this year,” Zukiewicz 
said. “While that’s nice in some 
ways, it’s the cold snowy weath-
er during winter and spring that 
assures our water supply when it 
warms up in the summer.”

Long-term weather fore-
casts by the National Weather 
Service combine the effects of 
long-term trends, soil moisture, 
and, when appropriate, ENSO 
(El Nino Southern Oscillation). 
“Forecasts issued for the month 
of January aren’t painting a pret-

ty picture of things to come and 
are calling for above average 
temperatures and below average 
precipitation,” he said.

Currently ENSO-neutral 
conditions are present, but El 
Nino is expected to form and 
continue through the Northern 
Hemisphere during winter of 
2018/2019 (~90 percent chance) 
and through spring (~60 percent 
chance). “It should be noted that 
a single climate index to predict 
future snowfall before runoff 
isn’t always the best idea, as 
other climate conditions such 
as the Artic Oscillation can im-
pact week to week weather pat-
terns,” Zukiewicz said. “That 
being said, it would still be wise 
to keep this in mind as we get 
further into winter, as it will 
certainly play some role in the 
weather patterns over the com-
ing months.”

Reservoir storage across 
the state is above average in 
many basins due to abundant 
runoff last spring and sum-
mer. Zukiewicz said this could 
prove to be important should the 
weather take a turn to the dry 
and warm side through the rest 
of winter. The NRCS Montana 
Snow Survey will issue its next 
Snowpack and Water Supply 
Outlook on February 1.

Locally, snowpack through-
out most of southwest Montana 
is off to a slow start.

In the Madison, the southern 
half of the watershed is signifi-
cantly drier than normal, while 
the northern half of the basin is 
in much better condition. A brief 
summary of snow water equiv-
alents in the Missouri Headwa-
ters region shows:

• Madison drainage is 77 
percent of normal

• Ruby is 78 percent of nor-

mal
• Beaverhead is 78 percent of 

normal
• Big Hole is 78 percent of 

normal
• Boulder is 78 percent of 

normal
• Gallatin is 108 percent of 

normal
Monthly Water Supply Out-

look Reports can be found at 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/mt/snow/waterprod-
ucts/basin/

Early winter snowfall hit or miss across the Treasure State

Transitional Care at 
Madison Valley 
Medical Center

3 0 5  N .  M AIN   STR EET   ENNIS ,  MT   5972 9
W W W . MVM ED CENTER . O R G

COMMON TRANSITIONAL CARE NEEDS:
• Daily Physical, Occupational or Speech Therapy
• Intravenous medications
• Wound care

Transitional Care 
at Madison Valley Medical Center is a 
patient-centered, high quality program for hospitalized 
patients recovering from illness or surgery who may no longer 
need to be in a traditional hospital setting but are not yet 
ready to go home.

For more information on 
Transitional Care at 
MADISON VALLEY 
MEDICAL CENTER
CALL :: 406-682-6862
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Get Results. 
Call 682-7755

Current 3 Rivers customers know that fiber 
optics have been installed across our Virginia 
City exchange and have received information 
about getting hooked up to the new fiber 
network in the coming months. If you do not 
have 3 Rivers Internet, Voice or TV service 
but want to learn more, please call us at  
406-467-2535. 

Virginia City—Fiber is Here!

HELENA – Governor 
Steve Bullock today present-
ed a report demonstrating how 
Medicaid expansion has been 
beneficial to businesses, work-
ers and Montana’s economy.

The report indicates Med-
icaid expansion participants 
are employed by businesses 
in every county and in every 
industry. It found 57 percent 
of private Montana businesses 
have at least one employee en-
rolled in Medicaid expansion.

“Businesses are the back-
bone of Montana’s economy. 
And this report clearly shows 
businesses large and small 
benefit from and rely on Med-
icaid expansion,”said Gover-
nor Bullock. “I think it is time 
we fully recognize that the 
value of Medicaid expansion 
is as much for our Montana 
businesses as it is for the Mon-
tanans now receiving access to 
health care.”

The report, produced by 
the Montana Department of 
Labor & Industry, uses enroll-
ment, wage and tax liability 
data from 2016 and 2017 and 
focuses on businesses and em-
ployers to further understand 
how the expansion of Medic-
aid interacts with the state’s 
economy.

According to the report, 
18,000 businesses have em-
ployed a worker enrolled in 
Medicaid expansion. The re-
port shows employers bene-
fit from Medicaid expansion 
through the cost avoidance 
of not paying for private 
health insurance, by avoiding 
tax penalties, and by having 
healthier employees entering 
the employer’s insurance pool.

Other highlights from the 
report include:

• Every county had at least 
30 percent of their businesses 
employing Medicaid expan-
sion participants.

• 98 percent of Montana 
businesses with more than 50 
employees had at least one em-
ployee enrolled in the program. 
However, most businesses em-
ploying Medicaid expansion 
clients were small businesses.

• If employers had privately 
insured all workers enrolled in 
Medicaid expansion in 2017, 
the cost would have been 
$353.6 million to $941.2 mil-
lion. Only 37 percent of busi-
nesses offer healthcare to their 
employees.

• Employers of workers 
covered by Medicaid expan-
sion paid income taxes averag-
ing $630 per employee, lower 
than the roughly $5,600 per 
employee for private employ-
er-based insurance coverage.

• Nearly 90 percent of em-
ployers in the accommodations 
and food service sector have 
employees enrolled in Med-
icaid expansion. Over half of 

construction firms had at least 
one employee enrolled in Med-
icaid expansion. 67 percent of 
retail businesses, including gas 
stations, had at least one em-
ployee enrolled in Medicaid 
expansion.

“As we work together this 
session to continue providing 
healthcare for 95,000 of our 
friends and neighbors, let’s not 
forget the larger impact this 
program has on our business-
es, workers, and Montana’s 
economy – and all that is at 
stake,” Governor Bullock con-
tinued.

The report also analyzes 
how Medicaid expansion im-
pacts workers. Seven out of 10 
Montanans on Medicaid are 
working, and eight out of 10 
are in working families. The 
remaining 20 percent of Mon-
tanans are mostly in school, re-
ceiving workforce training, or 
caregivers for a family mem-

ber, or ill or disabled. New-
ly-hired workers who were en-
rolled in Medicaid expansion 
are more likely to have partic-
ipated in preventative health 
measures due to having cover-
age and are less likely to have a 
backlog of unaddressed health 
problems.

View the full report on-
line at: http://lmi.mt.gov/
Por t a l s /193/ P ubl ica t ions /
LMI-Pubs/Special percen-
t20Reports percent20and per-
cent20Studies/MT-Medicaid_
Report.pdf

A previous report by the 
Bureau of Business and Eco-
nomic Research found Med-
icaid expansion adds and sus-
tains 5,000 jobs and nearly 
$300 million in personal in-
come to the Montana economy 
annually, with economic bene-
fits that exceed the cost Mon-
tana pays for the program.

Governor’s report details business and employer 
benefits of Montana Medicaid expansion

Governor Steve Bullock pitches a report demonstrating how Medicaid expansion has been 
beneficial for businesses, workers and the state economy. (Submitted)

SPOKANE, Wash. – Northwest Farm Credit Services, the 
Northwest’s leading agricultural lending cooperative, has re-
leased its quarterly Market Snapshot reports that look at the 
state of major agricultural commodities in the region. North-
west FCS industry teams working throughout Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon and Washington monitor conditions and report outlooks 
for commodities financed by the co-op.

All Market Snapshots are posted online at Industry Insights.
Northwest FCS’ 12-month outlook for the agricultural com-

modities most common in the Northwest are summarized below.
Cattle – Northwest FCS foresees slightly profitable results 

throughout the beef industry as foreign demand increases. How-
ever, record cattle on feed inventory is expected to pressure 
feeder cattle prices and feeder margins lower. Dairies breeding 
with cheaper beef semen will add headwinds to producer prof-
itability.

Fisheries – Fisheries should see slight profit margins over 
the next 12 months. Pollock and cod prices are strong and prof-
its for these fisheries will be solid. Profitability for sablefish 
this season is subdued due to an abundance of small fish, which 
capture lower prices. Difficult halibut fishing conditions pushed 
costs up, cutting into profits. Salmon run forecasts are down, 
especially for Southeast Alaska’s pink salmon.

Forest Products – Both timberland owners and sawmill op-
erators should receive profitable margins. Inventory at mills has 
filled, resulting in log and lumber price decreases. Still, log and 
lumber prices continue to generate positive returns. Demand for 
lumber from end-use markets remains strong and should keep 
prices in profitable ranges. 

Hay – The next 12 months looks profitable for alfalfa and 
timothy producers. Fundamental supply conditions favor hay 
prices and producer profitability across the West. Abnormally 
wet conditions across much of the U.S. coupled with drought in 
Australia and Europe will provide tailwinds to Northwest hay 
sales.

Nursery/Greenhouse – The outlook sees Northwest nurs-
eries as profitable over the next 12 months. The strong econo-
my has bolstered plant sales and prices over the last few years. 
However, the strong economy has also created labor shortages, 
which pressure growers to increase workers’ wages. Plant inven-
tory is starting to balance compared to shortages the last couple 
of years and retailers are starting to resist price increases from 
growers.

Potatoes – The 12-month outlook reveals slightly profitable 
contracted potatoes and profitable uncontracted potatoes. Fresh 
market pricing should continue to improve as producers finish 
moving volumes that may have limited storage ability. Processor 
shortages across the U.S. and Canada will provide tailwinds to 
potato producers.

Sugar Beets – Expect profitable returns to sugar beet grow-
ers in 2019. Northwest sugar beet producers should benefit from 
strong yields, higher sugar content and lower ending stocks.

Wheat – Above-average wheat production should yield 
slightly profitable returns. Conversely, global supply is project-
ed to decrease, favoring rising wheat prices. USDA’s projections 
suggest the 2018-19 season-average farm price for all-wheat will 
be between $5.05 to $5.25 per bushel.

Apples – The 2018-19 apple crop is predicted to be profit-
able. This season’s crop is lighter than the last few years and 
fruit quality is favorable resulting in strong returns to growers. 
Although tariffs have decreased exports, the small crop is buff-
ering the negative effects.

Cherries – Northwest cherry growers should see break-even 
to slightly profitable margins, depending on harvest timing. 
Cherry growers continue to experience a large, midseason sup-
ply glut that reduces profits while prices in the early and late 
seasons are more favorable. Little cherry disease was significant 
in 2018 and is expected to challenge production in the future.

Pears – Slight profits during the 2018-19 growing season are 
foreseen for pear growers. After three years of small crops, this 
season’s tonnage is finally solid. However, shipments are down 
dramatically due to subdued consumer demand and difficulty 
with marketing a crop that is almost 20 percent larger than last 
season. Fire blight was severe this season and growers who had 
increased mitigation costs or reduced yields will have subdued 
returns.

Wine/Vineyard – All indications are Northwest wineries 
will be profitable due to stable sales and consumers continuing 
to trade up to higher-priced wines. Vineyard returns are pres-
sured due to several years of large vintages creating oversupply 
in some areas and varieties. Wine sales growth is positive. How-
ever, most of the growth is driven by increases in value of wine 
sold and not increased consumption. In fact, wine consumption 
is f lat, which is challenging the industry.

About Northwest FCS
Northwest FCS is an $11 billion financial cooperative pro-

viding financing and related services to farmers, ranchers, 
agribusinesses, commercial fishermen, timber producers, rural 
homeowners and crop insurance customers in Montana, Idaho, 
Oregon, Washington and Alaska. Northwest FCS is a member 
of the nationwide Farm Credit System that supports agriculture 
and rural communities with reliable, consistent credit and fi-
nancial services. For more information, go to northwestfcs.com.

Varied outlook in 2019 for 
Northwest ag producers

Melody Suesserman, 
Enrolled Agent

406-682-7769 •  Ennis  MT 59729
www.Rockinstax .com

I have sewed and mended for people 
in this valley for over 40 years, and I 
want to thank each and every one of 
you who brought it to me. Since I lost my 
sweetheart a year ago and my health 
is failing, my kids want to take care of 
me so I need to move by them. Now my 
house has sold so I will be moving soon.

Again, thank you
Nancy Stewart

Thank You!

WE BUY used DRIFT BOATS & RAFTS

Call for information 682-5150
FLYSHOP@MONTANATROUT.COM
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Madison County 

January 13 - 19, 2019
D I S P AT C H

January 13 - There were no high priority 
calls on this date.

January 14 - Vandalism/Criminal Mis-
chief on Main St./Pony Rd., Harrison; Sus-
picious Circumstances in 1900 Blk US Hwy 
287 N, Cameron; Disturbance on Blackman 
St., Silver Star; Medical Aid in 100 Blk W. 
Main St., Ennis; Animal Complaint in 100 
Blk Montana St., Sheridan.

January 15 - Wildlife Complaint on Jack 
Creed Bench Rd., Ennis; Traffic Complaint 
in Bear Trap Canyon, Norris; Coroner Call 
on Canal Rd., Sheridan; Suspicious Circum-
stances in 5500 Blk US Hwy 287 N, McAl-
lister; Theft Complaint in 100 Blk E. Main 
St., Ennis.

January 16 - Suspicious Circumstances in 
5300 Blk MT Hwy 41 N, Silver Star; Wildlife 
Complaint in 200 Blk E. Williams St., Ennis; 
Burglary in 600 Blk Beaverhead St., Ennis; 
Abandoned Vehicle on MT Hwy 84, MM 4, 
Norris; Warrant Service in 100 Blk E. Ennis 
St., Ennis.

January 17 - Wildlife Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287, MM 2, Ennis; Traffic Complaint 
on Norris Rd., MM 12, Norris; Suspicious 
Circumstances in 100 Blk Mill St., Sheri-
dan; Citizen Assist on Elk Valley Rd., Ennis; 
Traffic Complaint on MT Hwy 287, MM 1, 
Ennis; Suspicious Circumstances on Main 
St., Harrison; Abandoned Vehicle on MT 
Hwy 84, MM 4, Norris; Citizen Assist on 
Fish Hatchery Rd., Ennis; Fire Complaint 
in 200 Blk W. Main St., Ennis; Alarm Com-
plaint in 300 Blk Mill Creek Rd., Sheridan.

January 18 - Abandoned Vehicle in 500 
Blk N. Main St., Twin Bridges; Warrant 
Service on Wisconsin Creek Rd., Sheridan; 
Warrant Service in 100 Blk E. Ennis St., En-
nis; Medical Aid in 100 Blk W Main St., En-
nis; Suspicious Circumstances in 100 Blk E. 
Hugel St., Ennis; Accident on MT Hwy 287, 
MM 22, Alder; Citizen Assist on W. Baker 
Ln., Twin Bridges.

January 19 - Suspicious Circumstances in 
2300 Blk MT Hwy 287, Alder; Accident on 
Varney Rd., MM 4, Ennis; Suspicious Cir-
cumstances on N. Willow Creek Rd., Pony; 
Welfare Check on Johnson Rd., Pony

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

Hmmmmm.  You haven’t come to see me yet.  I’m wondering why.  
The roads don’t seem to be to bad and I haven’t noticed any road 

construction.  Purrrhaps it’s because you don’t know me.  I can fix that 
easy enough.  All you have to do is call  Misty at 439-1405 and ask about 
coming up.  I’ve been tested for FIV/FeLV and am negative, neutered and 
have my shots (well I will need my boosters).  
I’m young, playful but do love to be petted and 
loved.  Purrease come soon.  Rambo

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Rambo

White
Whiteand

V E T E R I N A R Y

6 8 2 - 7 1 5 1
5098 HWY 287 N • ENNIS, MONTANA

The Madison Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to 105 Calls 
for Service from Jan 13 
- Jan 19, 2019. 

PONY – Shout-out to Pony and surrounding areas… 
youngsters, oldsters and everyone in between. Everybody 
is welcome to join this community project.

The Pony Homecoming Club is launching a new web-
site that will feature local events, stories and history of the 
area. We need your face for the Faces of Pony page that 
will feature members of our community (and people who 
have a past connection with the Pony area).

Can you help? Show up at the old Pony Schoolhouse 
during any of the following dates and times:

• Friday, January 25, 2 - 5 p.m.
• Saturday, January 26, 2 - 5 p.m.
• Sunday, January 27, 2 - 5 p.m.* 
• If you aren’t available at any of these times please 

contact Kari King at kari@ponylandfarm.com or 406-
685-3692 to set up an alternate time

Together we will create a series of beautiful, fun, can-
did photographs of the characters that populate this unique 
area. Be as serious, as outrageous or silly as you want to 
be.

Come alone or with your friends or family and support 
our wonderful community. Bring props if you like! For 
example: hats, costumes, instruments, a pet, tools of your 
trade or art and bring a short bio or give it some thought 
and we will write it up at the photo shoot.

Refreshments will be available.
Kari King (PHC board member) will assist Scottish/

Australian photographer Simon. Photos and bio’s will ap-
pear on the website. You will be able to download a Hi-Res 
photograph of yourself. Please contact Kari with any q’s: 
kari@ponylandfarm.com or 406-685-3692.

Get shot in Pony! 
Faces  
of Pony
Get shot in  
Pony!   
 
Shout-out to Pony and 
surrounding areas 
 
Youngsters, oldsters and everyone in 
between. Everybody is welcome. 
  
Join this community project!

Community connection/new Pony Homecoming website photo project. 
Faces of Pony, for Pony and the surrounding communities. 


Show up at the old Pony Schoolhouse during any of the following dates and times: 
Friday, January 25, 2019 between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

* if you aren’t available at any of these times please contact Kari King at kari@ponylandfarm.com or  406-685-3692 to set up an alternate time


The Pony Homecoming Club is launching a new website that will feature local events, stories 
and history of the area. We need your face! for the Faces of Pony page which will feature 
members of our community (and people who have a past connection with the Pony area).


Together we will create a series of beautiful, fun, candid photographs of the characters that 
populate this unique area. Be as silly, as outrageous or as serious as you want to be. 


Come alone or with your friends or family and support our wonderful community. Bring props 
if you like! For example: hats, costumes, instruments, a pet, tools of your trade or art and 

bring a short bio or give it some thought and we will write it up at the photo shoot.


Refreshments will be available.


Kari (PHC board member) will assist Scottish/Australian photographer Simon.

Photos and bio's will appear on the website.  

You will be able to download a Hi-Res photograph of yourself.  
Please contact Kari with any q’s: kari@ponylandfarm.com or 406-685-3692.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Steve 
Daines today co-sponsored a bipartisan legisla-
tive lands package that benefits Montana including 
permanent reauthorization of the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) and the Yellowstone 
Gateway Protection Act.

“This would be one of the biggest accomplish-
ments for conservation and protection of our public 
lands in Montana and across our country in de-
cades,” Daines said. “Last month I secured com-
mitment for a vote on this package, and I’m pleased 
to see it is closer to becoming a reality. I look for-
ward to getting these bills signed into law to help 
protect our public lands, expand sportsman access, 
and wildlife habitat.”

After pushing hard for the lands package at 
the end of last year, Daines secured commitment 
from bipartisan Senate Leadership for a vote on the 
package this Congress. Among several other wins, 
the public lands package:

• Permanently authorizes LWCF
• Includes the Yellowstone Gateway Protection 

Act which protects the Paradise Valley and Gardin-
er Basin from development

• Includes the WILD Act which strengthens 

wildlife conservation by reauthorizing sports-
men’s wildlife conservation programs, assists in 
the management of invasive species, and promotes 
anti-poaching programs

• Enacts long-awaited provisions supporting 
Sportsmen’s access and heritage

• Allows the permitting or leasing of public land 
for shooting ranges and target ranges

• Strengthens partnerships with our national 
parks by authorizing the Every Kid Outdoors pro-
gram and the 21st Century Conservation Corps

• Requires federal agencies to manage and en-
hance wildlife species and habitats that respects 
statement management authority and private prop-
erty rights

• Facilitates an “open until closed policy” on 
federal land by requiring federal public land to be 
open for hunting, fishing and recreational shooting 
unless the Secretary closes an area for public safety 
or applicable to other laws and only in consultation 
with state fish and wildlife agencies through public 
notice and comment

• Curtails obstructive litigation by requiring 
publishing of EAJA and Judgment Fund payments 
issued.

Daines co-sponsors bipartisan public lands package 
with critical Montana, conservation priorities

Permanent reauthorization of LWCF, Yellowstone protection

Student 
of the 
Week

Hailey Myers is the Ennis 
Schools Student of the 
Week!  Hailey, who is a 

Kindergarten student at Ennis 
Elementary, was nominated 
for this week’s award for her 
many outstanding qualities.  In 
her nomination, Ennis Schools 
staff noted that Hailey is very 

kind to her peers, is helpful, and always has a smile on her 
face.  Hailey is always excited for everything that school has 
to offer. Thanks for being a part of Ennis Schools, Hailey, and 
congratulations on earning this week’s Student of the Week!

We are proud of YOU!

Congratulations!
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Snow. High 36, low 15. Winds 
WSW 9 mph, 70 percent chance of 
precipitation.

“When you reach 
the end of your 
rope, tie a knot in it 
and hang on.”

Franklin D. 
Roosevelt

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Partly cloudy. High 26, low 9, 
Winds NW 6 mph, 20 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 39, low 21. 
Winds SW 6 mph, 0 percent 
chance of precipitation.

AM snow showers. High 35, 
low 20. Winds WSW 8 mph, 60 
percent chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 33, low 23. 
Winds SW 7 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

NEW BUSINESS!

Monday and Wednesday 11 to 2 and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 11 to 7
108 N. Main Street.  |  Sheridan, MT  |  842-7999

Helena – On Wednesday, January 16, Oppor-
tunity Bank of Montana announced details of the 
bank’s support for federal employees furloughed 
as a result of the partial shutdown of the federal 
government.

“At Opportunity Bank of Montana, we under-
stand the partial federal government shutdown is 
causing hardships for those employees who have 
been furloughed. We stand ready to assist by offer-
ing a low interest line of credit to help the federal 
employees meet their needs. We will also be waiv-
ing any early withdrawal penalties on certificates 
of deposit for those impacted employees,” said 
bank President and CEO Pete Johnson.

Beginning immediately, Opportunity Bank of 
Montana is offering a line of credit for Federal 
workers who are not receiving a paycheck during 
the current shutdown. The loan, up to $5,000, is a 
12-month line of credit with monthly interest-on-
ly payments and the balance due at maturity. Ap-
proved borrowers can draw on their line in the 
amount and at the time that they choose. In addi-
tion, current customers can contact a lender to dis-
cuss loan modification or debt restructure options 
that may be available.

On the savings side, Opportunity Bank is mak-
ing it easier for customers affected by the shut-
down to access their savings. The bank will waive 
early withdrawal penalties on Certificate deposits 
for federal employees who want access to their 
savings.

Proof of furlough is needed for these offers.

Opportunity Bank offers options 
for furloughed federal employees

MONTANA – Climate change, or global warming, is a hot topic. We are all 
aware there are certain things we could be doing to help alleviate the issue, but 
how much would we actually be prepared to do?

A solar installation company, Sandbar Solar, polled 3,500 Americans ages 18-
65to gauge if they would be prepared to make significant lifestyle changes, such 
as eating less meat or driving their cars less, if it helped to stop, slow or reverse 
global climate change.

Overall, just over half - 52 percent - of people said they would make significant 
lifestyle changes, though when broken down by gender, only 44 percent of men 
would be prepared to, compared to 59 percent of women. 

When the results were broken down by state, it was revealed that the good peo-
ple of the Treasure State are among those most willing in the country to make big 
lifestyle changes – 60 percent – compared to Kansans who are the least disposed 
to change their habits – 28 percent.

When asked specifically about what lifestyle changes they would make, a sig-
nificant 43 percent of respondents say they would consider cutting down on meat 
(perhaps surprising for a country which lays claim to inventing the hamburger), 
and 71 percent would consider driving their cars less.

Encouragingly, two thirds (66 percent) of respondents said they try to cut 
down on their energy use, such as turning off lights when not being used and 
powering down their computers after work etc. 

Also, 65 percent of Americans say they take measures to lower water usage, 
such as turning off the tap when brushing teeth; and 84 percent also say they try 
to reduce their use of plastic in every day life.

However, there seems to be a fair deal of misunderstanding around the top-
ic, too: 58 percent of people did not correctly identify the scientific community’s 
widely-assumed causes of global warming (farming, burning fossil fuels and de-
forestation). Instead, 44 percent think it is due to cyclical weather patterns, 7 per-
cent think the sun is getting hotter and 7 percent think the earth is moving closer 
to the sun. Lastly, 66 percent of people have never researched how they could save 
on bills by using alternative sources of energy.

Study finds most Montanans willing to make 
big lifestyle changes to help the environment

• Women more willing than men to fight climate change.
• Kansans the least likely to make lifestyle changes.
• Interactive map shows where Americans care most and least 

about global warming.
• To see how each state compares, check out Sandbar Solar’s 

interactive map:https://www.sandbarsolar.com/news/fighting-cli-
mate-change/

Who’s willing to do what

HELENA –  The Montana De-
partment of Revenue is reminding all 
livestock owners that they need to re-
port their livestock to the department 
by March 1, 2019.

Livestock owners can report the 

number of livestock they own as of 
February 1 online at ReportYour-
Livestock.mt.gov.

About 16,500 livestock owners 
who reported last year have already 
received notification to report.

Livestock per capita fees, set by 
the Montana Department of Live-
stock, are due May 31, 2019. All live-
stock owners may pay these when 
they report; otherwise, they will re-
ceive their bill in early May.

For more information, visit Re-
portYourLivestock.mt.gov or contact 
us at (406) 444-6900 or DORCus-
tomerAssistance@mt.gov

Livestock owners must report stock owned by March 1

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

We will REOPEN 
on January 

30th at 4pm.

Winter hours 
Wednesday-Sunday • 4pm-Close

Soon!

Friday
Will be closed 

Monday, January 28th 
through Wednesday, 

January 30th for a 
beautification project.

See you soon!

Sorry, we will 
be closed
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F E B R U A R Y  2
Smart Stand-Up

up next: TIG NOTARO

Get Tickets @ warrenmillerpac.org

MCALLISTER—Like many, Peter and Gracie Rosenberger are 
only residents of Madison County for part of the year. But unlike 
most snowbirds, they leave their home in Nashville to spend the 
winters in McAllister, not the other way around.

“We’ve been coming here every Christmas for 20 years,” says 
Peter. “There’s something about this place in the winter that’s in-
credibly special, it settles your soul a little bit.”

And with the life they lead, the Rosenbergers deserve a place 
that can settle their souls.

The pair met in 1985 when both were students at Belmont Uni-
versity in Tennessee, Gracie a gospel singer and Peter a pianist—
or as Peter puts it jokingly, “Lady Godiva and Mr. Ed.” They were 
an immediate match, but their relationship was set apart from the 
beginning by an event that had occurred two years prior.

In 1983 at the age of 17, Gracie had been in a devastating car 
wreck that crushed and broke nearly every bone in her body. Her 
back and neck had been broken, her legs crushed, her nerves dam-
aged. She was told she’d never be able to have children. 

Not long after she met Peter, Gracie had first one leg ampu-
tated, then the other. In the years since, she’s had nearly 50 blood 
transfusions, 80 surgeries, multiple embolisms and seizures. She 
suffers from chronic pain and nerve damage still restricts the mo-
bility of her right hand. 

Yet the first thing you notice about Gracie is her smile.
In a multitude of ways, Gracie beat the medical odds after her 

wreck—the most fundamental victory in just being alive. She and 
Peter have two sons and several grandchildren, another thing she’d 
been told she’d never have. She walks with a cane on state-of-
the-art prosthetic legs, but she needs routine testing, monitoring, 
hospital visits and care. 

Peter has provided that care for his nearly 30 years of mar-
riage to Gracie, something that constitutes a full-time job in itself. 
But through the adversity and challenge that each day faces, the 
Rosenbergers still exude joy. Their annual time in McAllister, they 
say, helps them to recharge and refreshes that positive outlook.

Gracie first drove through McAllister when she was 16, a fea-
tured soloist on tour with a choral group, performing in Boze-
man, Yellowstone and a series of other stops around the West. She 
thought to herself, “what a cool place to be from.”

Years later, her parents built a cabin in North Meadow Creek—
one of the first homes in the area, before subdivisions like Shining 
Mountains were developed. In the years after she married Peter, 
the couple sent their sons to stay with their grandparents in McAl-
lister in the summer, especially in times when Gracie’s hospital 
visits made things more challenging than usual.

“When they came out here, we knew they were safe,” says Pe-
ter. “So many people cared for them and loved them in this com-
munity. They came back stronger, better young men every time.”

For some, a devastating, live-changing injury like Gracie’s, es-
pecially occurring at such a young age, would slow them down. 
But for the Rosenbergers, it created a life mission. 

They created Standing with Hope, a nonprofit that recycles 

and repurposes prosthetic limbs like Gracie’s and donates them to 
people in need who suffer from similar injuries or conditions that 
require amputation. Through a program called Core-Civic, they 
partner with area prisons, with inmates disassembling the donated 
limbs and the parts being recycled to create new prosthetics.

They travel to Africa routinely through the nonprofit, primarily 
to Ghana, where they supply both prosthetics and medical training 
to those in need, ensuring that in the future they’ll be able to turn 
to resources in their own country, like doctors and prosthetists. 
That effort has spread over the years into several West African 
countries, with the newest endeavors taking root in Nigeria.

“My passion is to let each patient know that amputation doesn’t 
define them or limit them from living a life full of meaning,” says 
Gracie. “All too many consider disability a curse.”

In the midst of such a busy and daunting day-to-day existence, 
Peter has also developed another project over the years to help 
caregivers like himself, who spend their lives caring for loved 
ones with disabilities or chronic illnesses. 

His weekly radio show, “Hope for the Caregiver,” is broadcast 
nationwide on over 200 stations, providing advice and support to a 
network of caregivers on everything from adaptive equipment and 
health insurance to feelings of fear, obligation, guilt and isolation. 
During their months in McAllister, Peter still broadcasts the show 
from their cabin, allowing himself to slow down and enjoy the qui-
et they don’t find in Nashville. He finds he often gets more work 
done, but the respite is more of a spiritual one.

“This is a place where we can come for healing because our 
life has been filled with so much trauma,” says Peter. “We love 
the quiet.”

While the quiet of the mountains and the river provides a sense 
of calm, the Rosenbergers agree: the most life-changing part of 
being in the Madison Valley is the people.

“They can’t take the burdens off me, but they can help me car-
ry them,” says Peter. “I didn’t come out here to change Ennis or 
McAllister. I came out here to let it change me.” 

He likens the daily traumas he and Gracie live with to the re-
lentless winds that blow down the valley; sometimes, you just have 
to stop fighting and accept the things that are. And the communi-
ties of the Madison Valley have helped ease some of the burden.

“We all need a windbreak,” says Gracie. “It makes the hard 
days less hard, being out here.”

Some day, Gracie says, they hope to relocate to McAllister 
permanently, along with her nine-year-old Australian Shepherd, 
whose name is McAllister in honor of the place she loves so much. 
When she’s back in Nashville and her pain is at its worst, she re-
members the Madison Valley and the people who live here.

“When I’ve been in the hospital for such long periods of time, 
one of the things I would pray was ‘Lord, let me be able to get 
back out to McAllister and to those mountains,’” she says. “I hate 
leaving here, and I want to stop leaving.”

Someday, it might happen. But until that day, just the reminder 
that the quiet strength of Montana’s mountains—and more impor-
tantly, its communities that have done so much for them—are still 
there brings comfort to a tumultuous and challenging life. It pro-
vides a windbreak.

“Every time I leave here, I leave better because I take a little 
bit of this community with me,” says Peter. “Even when we’re not 
here, it’s comforting to know that it is. The pain might not go 
away, but life is still beautiful.

“If you come here ready to take it in, it’ll change your heart.”

Windbreak
The Madison Valley is a refuge 

for Peter and Gracie Rosenberger

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Peter and Gracie Rosenberger have spent at least 20 Christmases at their cabin near McAllister, and their two sons practically 
grew up in the Madison Valley. McAllister has provided a refuge for the family in the wake of a car wreck that resulted in the 
amputation of both of Gracie’s lower legs in the 1990s. (Courtesy of Peter Rosenberger)

VIRGINIA CITY—The Elling House Arts and Humanities Center 
was nearly filled on Saturday, January 19 for the first of four Chautauquas, 
an annual series the center hosts that allows local artists to perform read-
ings, music, poetry and other hobbies to a local audience.

The practice of the Chautauqua is named for the lake in western New 
York near which it was first created in the 19th century. The first known 
Chautauqua took place in 1874 and is now known as the “Mother Chau-
tauqua” due to all the satellite events that spread from the initial iteration 
of the performances.

When they first got started, Chautauquas included lecturers and 
speakers, musicians and even worship and sermons, though they large-
ly remained nondenominational and apolitical. They would often allow 
performances or speeches by members of most any party who wished to 
speak, as in 1936, when the original Chautauqua Institution hosted pres-
idential incumbent Franklin Delano Roosevelt, as well as his challenger 
Alf Landon and even some third-party candidates who were also running.

The practice grew in popularity into the 20th century, largely fading 
by the 1950s and 1960s. They were often compared to vaudeville shows, 
but attempted to set themselves apart by their dedication to educational 
content and “wholesome” entertainment.

There was even a Chautauqua tour in 1925 by a troupe called the May 
Valentines Opera Company that brought the events to Montana. The tour 
began in Alabama, and several months later finished up in Sidney, Mon-
tana.

While Chautauquas might have reached their height in the 1920s—
when millions of Americans in thousands of communities gathered to 
hear music, readings and speakers—the idea is alive and well in Virginia 
City.

Saturday’s event saw only four performers, but event organizer Toni 
James expects double that or more at the subsequent events in the series. 
The January Chautauqua included poetry readings, piano, fiddle and ban-
jo music and singing, all after a community potluck and social hour. With 
such a small number, performers did two sets, each taking two turns to 
show off their talents for an audience of several dozen on a chilly winter 
evening.

The February, March and April Chautauquas are open to anyone in 
the community who would like to attend or perform. Each participant 
is allotted time enough for one or two songs or a reading of about five 
minutes, with 10 reserved slots plus a couple swing spots for spur-of-the-
moment performances.

The 2019 Chautaqua Saturdays will take place on February 16, March 
16 and April 27. Performance spots can be reserved at Rank’s Mercantile 
in Virginia City, or those who wish to just observe can bring a dish to 
share for the pre-performance potluck at 6:30 p.m. and the show at 7:30 
p.m.

ABOVE – Tina James performed two original poems for a 
crowd of nearly 40 people at the Elling House’s first Chautau-
qua of the season on Saturday, January 19. (R. Colyer photos)
BELOW – Katie Johnson, who lives in Dillon and has been play-
ing the fiddle since the age of six, performed with the accom-
paniment of Sandy James at the Elling House Chautauqua

Elling House hosts first 
Chautauqua of 2019

Chautauqua!

Three more events scheduled for 
February through April

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com



We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

health & Wellness

Madison Valley Medical Center
presents

Hospital District 
Annual Meeting
January 23, 2019
7 pm 
Lower Conference Room

The public is invited to Madison Valley 
Medical Center’s Annual Hospital 
District Meeting.
This meeting is a review of the past 
year at MVMC.

Madison Valley Medical Center
305 N. Main Street

Ennis, MT 59729
406-682-6862

mvmedcenter.org
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Phys-
ical activity can help improve 
your health and quality of life. Not 
getting enough physical activity 
can increase your risk for diabe-
tes, heart disease, cancers, and 
mental health disorders.

Current theories about depres-
sion suggest that sleep problems, 
a lack of energy, and physical 
inactivity can result from a de-
pressed mood. To investigate the 
relationship between mood disor-
ders and these factors, a team led 
by Dr. Kathleen Merikangas at 
NIH’s National Institute of Men-
tal Health (NIMH) and Dr. Vad-
im Zipunnikov at John Hopkins 
University collected real-time 
measures of physical activity and 
sleep.

The scientists enrolled 54 
adults with bipolar disorder, which 

involves episodes of depression; 
91 with major depressive disorder; 
and 97 with no history of mood 
disorders. The study was support-
ed in part by NIMH. Results were 
published online on December 12, 
2018, in JAMA Psychiatry.

For two weeks, the researchers 
monitored participants’ physical 
activity using mobile monitoring 
devices worn around the wrist. 
They collected minute-by-minute 
physical activity data and used 
this information to estimate how 
long participants slept. Partici-
pants also completed diary entries 
of their mood and energy levels 
four times a day for two weeks. 
At each assessment, participants 
were asked to rate the degree to 
which they felt “very happy” to 
“very sad” and “very tired” to 

“very energetic.”
The researchers found that 

physical activity affected the par-
ticipants’ mood afterward, but 
mood didn’t affect the amount of 
physical activity they engaged in 
later. Physical activity also affect-
ed how energetic participants felt 
and how long they slept. These 
relationships went both ways: en-
ergy levels and sleep also affected 
how much physical activity par-
ticipants later engaged in.

Among those with bipolar dis-
order, 25 had a more severe form 
called bipolar I. The relationships 
among physical activity, sleep, 
mood, and energy were substan-
tially stronger in people with this 
disorder than in other partici-
pants, suggesting that people with 
bipolar-I disorder may react more 

strongly to changes in these areas 
of day-to-day life.

The results suggest that phys-
ical activity may play a central 
role in mood regulation, and thus 
might be an effective target for in-
terventions to change mood states.

“The research team and I are 
currently conducting additional 
studies to understand these com-
plex interactions better—repeat-
ing the assessments to study the 
generalizability of these findings 
over longer periods of time,” Mer-
ikangas says.

Physical activity may reduce depression symptoms
– At a Glance –

• Researchers found 
that sleep problems, a lack 
of energy, and physical in-
activity may lead to a de-
pressed mood and mood 
changes.

• The findings reverse 
conventional wisdom that 
depression leads to physi-
cal inactivity and show that 
the opposite may be true.

• Physical activity could 
be an effective target for 
strategies to change mood 
states.

The study found that physical activity can improve mood afterward. (Pilin_Petunyia/iStock/
Thinkstock)

By Dr. Victor Romano 
Hitting your 50s or 60s can bring 

several life changes, and increasing-
ly those include artificial joints. For 
much of the aging U.S. population, 
knees in particular are wearing out.

More than 600,000 knee re-
placements are performed annually 
in the U.S., according to The Journal 
of Bone & Joint Surgery. That num-
ber is expected to swell to 3 million 
by the year 2030, the publication’s 
study reported, partly because peo-
ple are working longer and obesity 
is on the rise.

But while knee replacements 
are becoming a popular elective 
surgery, some studies estimate 20 
percent or more of recipients aren’t 
pleased with the result. Medical ex-
perts question whether replacement 
surgery is being done too soon – or 
whether some people need a new 
knee at all.

Romano says there are three 
main reasons to avoid or put off 
knee replacement surgery:

• Plastic debris. A total knee re-
placement consists of metal moving 
on plastic. The plastic wears down 
over time, and that can be a pain – 
physically and financially – to pa-
tients who may have to get the pros-
thesis replaced once, twice or more.

• A prosthesis doesn’t last 30 
years. This is a key reason why Ro-
mano thinks younger replacement 
candidates should wait as long as 
possible. “A total joint replacement 
in a 70-year-old patient will typi-
cally last 15 years,” Romano says. 
“With the average life expectancy 
being 85, chances are this would be 
the only knee replacement that pa-
tient would need. But for a 40-year-
old who’s more active, it may only 
last 10 years.”

• Other remedies may work. 
Many people experiencing chronic 
knee pain are overweight or obese. 
“A healthy diet and exercise pro-
gram can bring the weight down 
and take pressure off the knees,” 
Romano says. “Also, a hinged knee 
brace, supplements that aid in re-
pairing worn cartilage, and injec-
tions such as cortisone or hyaluronic 
acid could reduce pain and restore 
quality of life.”

“There are ways to at least buy 
time,” Romano says. “And there are 
patients who were told they needed 
a knee replacement, but with con-
servative therapy options, happily 
discovered otherwise and returned 
to their favorite activities without 
pain.”

Knee-replacement surgery

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Using a novel patient-specific stem 
cell-based therapy, researchers at the National Eye Institute (NEI) 
prevented blindness in animal models of geographic atrophy, the 
advanced “dry” form of age-related macular degeneration (AMD), 
which is a leading cause of vision loss among people age 65 and older. 
The protocols established by the animal study, published January 16 
in Science Translational Medicine (STM), set the stage for a first-in-
human clinical trial testing the therapy in people with geographic 
atrophy, for which there is currently no treatment.

“If the clinical trial moves forward, it would be the first ever to 
test a stem cell-based therapy derived from induced pluripotent stem 
cells (iPSC) for treating a disease,” said Kapil Bharti, Ph.D., a Stadt-
man Investigator and head of the NEI Unit on Ocular and Stem Cell 
Translational Research. Bharti was the lead investigator for the ani-
mal-model study published in STM. The NEI is part of the National 
Institutes of Health.

The therapy involves taking a patient’s blood cells and, in a lab, 
converting them into iPS cells, which can become any type of cell in 
the body. The iPS cells are programmed to become retinal pigment 
epithelial cells, the type of cell that dies early in the geographic atro-
phy stage of macular degeneration. RPE cells nurture photoreceptors, 
the light-sensing cells in the retina. In geographic atrophy, once RPE 
cells die, photoreceptors eventually also die, resulting in blindness. 
The therapy is an attempt to shore up the health of remaining photo-
receptors by replacing dying RPE with iPSC-derived RPE.

Before they are transplanted, the iPSC-derived RPE are grown in 
tiny sheets one cell thick, replicating their natural structure within the 
eye. This monolayer of iPSC-derived RPE is grown on a biodegrad-
able scaffold designed to promote the integration of the cells within 
the retina. A specially designed surgical tool was built for the task of 
inserting the patch of cells between the RPE and the photoreceptors.

In the STM paper, Bharti describes testing the approach in rat and 
pig models. Ten weeks after the human iPSC-derived RPE patches 
were implanted in the animals’ retinas, imaging studies confirmed 
that the lab-made cells had integrated within the animal retina.

The investigators report the transplanted cells functioned proper-
ly. Immunostaining confirmed that the iPSC-derived RPE expressed 
the gene RPE65, suggesting the lab-made cells had reached a crucial 
stage of maturity necessary to maintain photoreceptor health. RPE65 
is necessary for the regeneration of visual pigment within the photo-
receptors and is an essential component for vision.

Further tests showed that the transplanted RPE cells were prun-
ing photoreceptors via phagocytosis, another RPE function that helps 
keep photoreceptors healthy. In addition, electrical responses record-
ed from photoreceptors rescued by RPE patches were normal; where-
as photoreceptors treated with a control empty scaffold had died.

The animal studies inform the processes for conducting a first-
in-human clinical trial testing the treatment. Key to that workflow 
are good manufacturing practice (GMP) protocols, which were es-

tablished to ensure that the iPSC-derived RPE were a safe and effi-
cacious, clinical-grade product. GMP protocols are also crucial for 
making the therapy reproducible, a requirement for scaling up pro-
duction and Food and Drug Administration approval.

“Adhering to the protocols helps ensure that the transplanted cells 
function reliably, and that unintended consequences are minimized,” 
Bharti said.

A key concern with any stem cell therapy is its oncogenic poten-
tial: the ability for cells to multiply uncontrollably and form tumors. 
The researchers genetically analyzed the iPSC-derived RPE cells and 
found no genetic mutations linked to tumor growth.

“The protocol also minimizes the chance of rejection by develop-
ing the iPSC-RPE with an individual’s autologous (own) blood cells,” 
Bharti said.

The planning of a Phase I clinical trial testing the safety of the 
iPSC-based therapy for geographic atrophy is underway and will be 
initiated after U.S. Food and Drug Administration approval.

The preclinical study was funded by the NEI Intramural Research 
Program and by an NIH Common Fund Therapeutic Challenge 
Award.

NEI leads the federal government’s research on the visual system 
and eye diseases. NEI supports basic and clinical science programs to 
develop sight-saving treatments and address special needs of people 
with vision loss. For more information, visit https://www.nei.nih.gov.

About the National Institutes of Health (NIH): NIH, the nation’s 
medical research agency, includes 27 Institutes and Centers and is a 
component of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
NIH is the primary federal agency conducting and supporting basic, 
clinical, and translational medical research, and is investigating the 
causes, treatments, and cures for both common and rare diseases. For 
more information about NIH and its programs, visit www.nih.gov.

Researchers rescue photoreceptors, prevent 
blindness in animal retinal degeneration

The researchers will take a patient’s own blood cells, and in a 
lab, convert them into iPS cells capable of becoming any type 
of cell in the body. The iPS cells are then programmed to be-
come retinal pigment epithelial cells, the type of cell that dies 
early in the geographic atrophy form of AMD. (NEI)
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columns

Old Jake
I lay here awake, saddle un-

der my head, just an old quilt 
and the ground for a bed. Old 
four-legged Jake has moved in 
close by to the fire or me?  I’m 
not really sure why. 

He’s been with me through 
hot and cold.  His days now 
are numbered, I wish he 
warn’t old.  

Old Jake and me, we have 
been quite a team.  We’ve 
ridden that fence, so it would 
seem to never run out or come 

to an end.  We keep it tight.  
It’s our job to mend.  

Now my old bones, are 
feelin’ the air. Yes sir, Jake 
and I are sure ‘nuff a pair.  
I remember the day when I 
thought to marry a handsome 
young gal who was somewhat 
contrary to a cowboy’s ways 
and all that he had.  Especial-
ly old Jake, who was then just 
a lad.  

She TOLD me to choose.  
It was her or my horse. There 

was only one answer, and that 
was of course, Old Jake, who 
always was standin’ nearby.  
I said, “Take your dress and 
your f lowers. GOOD-BYE “

The years have f lown by.  
Did I make the right choice? I 
can talk to Old Jake.  He don’t 
need a voice.

It’s lonely for sure, just 
the two of us here.  Will we 
both be alive this same time 
in a year? No use a wonderin’, 
that fence is our life.  We’re 

here to the end, no matter the 
strife.  

Well, breakfast’s a cookin’.  
What’s a cowboy to do?  Even 
Old Jake will get a biscuit or 
two.

As I look at the fence 
there’s a wide gaping hole, 
and it seems to be saying, 
“Bring up your soul. ”So with 
hammer and pliers this cow-
boy and friend head down the 
line that just doesn’t end. 

COMMODITY INSITE:     Super Blood Wolf Moon    by Jerry Welch

People in North and South 
America as well as parts of 
Africa and Europe witnessed 
a total lunar eclipse on the 
nights of January 20 and 21. 
This will be the last time such 
an event will be seen until 
2022. The moon took on an 
ominous red glow leading 
many astronomists to name it 
the Blood Moon. But the Jan-
uary full moon was already 
named Wolf Moon. Thus, the 
phenomena led the media to 
dub the event a Super Blood 
Wolf Moon.

The best time to view the 
eclipse locally was in the 
middle of the night. The total 
eclipse began about 1:41 a.m. 
and lasted an hour. Fortu-
nately, there was no need for 
special eyewear because the 
moon is never bright enough 
to hurt the eyes.

From a market standpoint 
it is interesting to note that 

cattle prices, futures and cash 
have been on the rise since 
November, jumping $10 off 
the low and into new contract 
highs.

The single most bullish 
performing ag-commodity 
market is now cattle.

Of late, the market has 
been bullet-proof with the ral-
ly unfolding in front of a full 
moon; a Super Blood Wolf 
Moon no less.

Over the years, I have of-
ten written about the perfor-
mance of cattle futures just 
before and after a full moon. 
Here are some of my com-
ments from my book, “Back 
To The Futures,” from April 
of 1986. 

“One day when I was 
studying my charts, I noticed 
the relationship between

cattle prices and moon 
phases. Every month since 
November, 1985, the cattle fu-

tures market has
fallen sharply within day 

of the first appearance of a 
full moon.”

“Such a pattern strongly 
suggests that cattle traders 
and producers do not need an 
economist, analyst, comput-
ers or charts to assist in fore-
casting price trends. What is 
needed are astrologers or as-
tronomers. Or, both.”

Deeper in the same chap-
ter I stated, “...the pattern of 
lower cattle prices has been so 
routine that the, “moon trad-
ers” have been howling with 
delight. They are delighted 
because they have been short-
ing cattle futures each month 
just as the moon becomes 
full. And if the current pat-
tern continues to hold, cattle 
prices should rally sharply 
into the next full moon before 
beginning another predictable 
decline.”

Of course, this was written 
in 1986.

However, those who follow 
markets of all kinds are well 
aware of the impact the moon 
and its orbit can have on the 
psyche of investors and trad-
ers.

“Does the lunar cycle af-
fect the behavior of investors/
traders, and thereby inf luence 
stock returns?” CXO Adviso-
ry Group wondered in 2011.

In the August 2001 version 
of CXO’s paper, “Lunar Cycle 
Effects in Stock Returns,” Ilia 
Dichev and Troy Janes con-
clude that “…returns in the 15 
days around new moon dates 
are about double the returns 
in the 15 days around full 
moon dates. This pattern of 
returns is pervasive; we find 
it for all major U.S. stock in-
dexes over the last 100 years 
and for nearly all major stock 
indexes of 24 other countries 

over the last 30 years.”
It is not unusual for the 

cattle and the stock market 
to move in tandem at times. 
The last major low for stocks 
was posted on December 26, 
with cattle futures posting an 
equally important low sev-
en days later. After the Dow 
carved out a low it rallied 
more than 3,000 points, its 
best start to a New Year since 
1987. After the cattle market 
posted a low, it rallied to new 
yearly high, becoming the 
most bullish ag-commodity 
market found anywhere.

Going forward, cattle pric-
es for cash and futures may 
head lower from current lev-
els rather than higher because 
the market rallied into the 
phenomena dubbed the Super 
Blood Full Moon. In the old-
en days that was oftentimes 
bearish cattle.

Will history repeat itself 

and cattle prices roll over 
in front or just behind a full 
moon?

Only time will tell. But my 
advice is simple and to the 
point: Avoid the long side of 
cattle; and cattle producers 
should be hedged.

Understand, my work 
shows cattle prices are up 
where the air is rarefied. If 
curious how other markets 
performed under the spell of 
rarefied air, a full moon, or, 
a lunar eclipse go to www.
commodityinsite.com. There 
you’ll find “Back To The 
Futures” and “Haunted By 
Markets.” Check them out 
if you or someone you know 
is haunted by markets. Or, 
spooked by a full moon that 
emitted an eerie and ominous 
glow way high in the sky.

Every old song was once newThis, Our Valley

Rev. Keith Axberg

“I want time to sit and 
read, take a nap and 
snack. Basically, I want 
to be in kindergarten.”

 Anon.

I woke up this morning and 
found myself stumbling around 
the bedroom like as if I was 
coming off a bit of a bender – I 
wasn’t. 

I wasn’t dizzy (although I do 
have blond genes), and I wasn’t 
groggy from sleep or struggling 
to wake up. I was fully awake 
as I clambered out of bed, but 
as I made my way to the wash 
room I found my equilibrium 

was anything but equilibriating!
That happens every so often. 

The body wakes up but the in-
ner ear stays in bed and – voila 
– we find ourselves schlepping 
off into the world like Godzilla 
through Tokyo. It’s not a pretty 
sight (although it can be down-
right comical).

Fortunately, our house is 
small enough I can cruise along 
using walls, furniture, and 
countertops like any self-re-
specting toddler my age, and so 
life is as safe and sane as I make 
it (for whatever that’s worth).

That seems to be the way 
2019 has started off for me. It 

isn’t a bad year (yet); I don’t 
expect to see it improve or get 
worse as it progresses, and yet 
it just seems a bit “off” to my 
sensor array. 

For instance, it is January, 
but we haven’t had any snow 
come down in our corner of 
the world. That’s not a bad 
thing (being snow-averse, as 
I am), and yet I know the lack 
of snow will have an impact on 
the forests all around us. I fear 
for what it will mean when fire 
season returns. I can’t do any-
thing about that, so I don’t fret; 
I simply plan to be careful when 
out and about. I will make every 
effort to minimize sparks wher-
ever I go.

Actually, that sounds like 
good advice for life. We should 
all go through life minimizing 
the sparks we f ling off here 
there and everywhere. In the 
Saint Francis prayer, we ask 
God to make us instruments 

of peace. That sounds good on 
the face of it, but then at some 
point we have to deal with peo-
ple and situations that bring out 
that same feeling one gets when 
fingernails are scratched down 
those proverbial blackboards 
(that people have heard of but 
never use anymore).

White boards. Ugh. What’s 
the fun in those? 

I have fond memories of tak-
ing the erasers out after class to 
pound them along the bricks at 
Whittier Elementary in Seattle. 
The cloud of chalk-dust blowing 
up as those felt blocks whacked 
into one another, or tumbled 
onto the asphalt playground 
outside the Janitor’s entrance. 
That was life; that was living. 
There was pride to be had in re-
storing those erasers to as black 
as black could be. Black meant 
they were clean, and that we had 
done our job. But now-a-days: 
Blecht!

Now we have color-coded 
“dry-erase” markers. Erasers 
are still made of felt, but there’s 
hardly anything to beat out of 
them. You bang them together 
and you might, if you’re lucky, 
get a little puff let of a pif-
f le-cloud – totally incapable of 
causing even a f lea to sneeze. 
What a waste!

But, that’s the world we live 
in. It is so safe and sane it’s hard 
to feel a great sense of accom-
plishment getting to the end 
of the day alive. Having been 
bubble-wrapped, there are no 
bruises to point out; no scars 
witnessing to the day’s battles.

Well, blackboards are a 
thing of the past. No doubt 
when schools introduced them 
generations ago, teachers grum-
bled, too, about having to toss 
out their granite tablets and de-
signer chisels.

But, that’s progress; that’s 
nothing to grouse about (real-

ly). The same goes with being 
at peace with the world. It is 
so easy to fight everything that 
comes around until one realiz-
es the world’s not here to ful-
fill our every whim. There IS a 
center to the universe, but I am 
neither he, nor she, nor it.

All I need to do to be at 
peace is to realize that fact and, 
further, to see to it I keep MY 
fingernails off the chalkboard 
of life. The less dust I raise, the 
better off we will all be.

And that’s the way I see it as 
I stumble ‘round this morning 
here in this, our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfax-
berg@gmail.com. 

PHOENIX – Many parents dream of sending 
their children off to college – to earn a degree, 
launch a successful career, and make a healthy, 
happy life for themselves. For many families, 
this means taking out loans to cover the cost of 
tuition and expenses.

“It’s important for parents to understand 
the ins and outs of student loans,” said Jeremy 
Wine, student loan supervisor for Take Charge 
America, a national nonprofit credit counseling 
and student loan counseling agency. “As long 
as parents are clear on the terms, they can help 
their college-bound children begin adulthood on 
the right foot without risking their own financial 
well-being.”

Wine shares five things parents need to know 
about student loans:

1. FAFSA: First things first, students should 
complete the Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid to determine their eligibility for federal 
loans and grants. Students from low-income fam-

ilies, for example, may qualify for a Federal Pell 
Grant worth up to $6,095 annually.

2. Federal vs. Private: One question students 
and their parents should consider is whether they 
should take out federal or private student loans. 
Compared to private loans,federal loans typically 
offer lower interest rates along with better repay-
ment options, like income-driven repayment and 
postponement of payments. Additionally, private 
lenders usually require a co-signer – typically a 
parent – meaning parents are on the hook for any 
late or missed payments. It’s risky business, as 
any issues with a student’s repayment will dam-
age parents’ credit scores and may prevent them 
from taking out other loans in the future.

3. Parent PLUS Loan: Parents who want to 
help pay for college but don’t have the money 
saved can also apply for a Parent PLUS Loan. 
Among the benefits, this loan offers a fixed in-
terest rate, f lexible repayment terms, and a tax 

deduction on interest up to $2,500. Unlike other 
federal student loans, the PLUS loan requires a 
credit check.

4. Repayment Calculator: How long will it 
take to repay a student loan? Too few people 
consider this question before borrowing money 
for college. Using a student loan payoff calcula-
tor can give parents and their children a sense of 
future monthly payments, and will also encour-
age students to think carefully about their career 
path and earning potential.

5. College vs. Retirement: Paying a child’s 
college expenses is a very generous – and very 
pricey – endeavor. It’s important for parents to 
take a pragmatic approach – helping their chil-
dren choose an appropriate school at an afford-
able cost – rather than setting their hearts on a 
“perfect,” and unjustifiably expensive, college. 
Moreover, they’re wise to consider their own fi-
nances before taking out a loan for their child’s 

education. This is especially true for people who 
already have debt or whose retirement accounts 
are too small. In such cases, parents should put 
their own financial needs first.

For information about student loans and re-
payment options, visit Take Charge America at 
studentloans.takechargeamerica.org or call (877) 
784-2008.

About Take Charge America, Inc.
Founded in 1987, Take Charge America, Inc. 

is a nonprofit agency offering financial educa-
tion and counseling services including cred-
it counseling, debt management, student loan 
counseling, housing counseling and bankruptcy 
counseling. It has helped more than 1.6 million 
consumers nationwide manage their personal fi-
nances and debts. To learn more, visitwww.take-
chargeamerica.org or call (888) 822-9193.

What parents need to know about student loans
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7

Sudoku
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any 
editorial cartoons 
printed in our paper 
do not reflect the 
opinion of the staff of 
The Madisonian.

Jan Wood

600-2518

Clothing Alterations
Custom Sewing
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, util-
ities included, non-smoking, no 

dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Manager 
at 406-682-5737.

15-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Place Your Classified
682-7755

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting applications 

for a full-time Medical 
Technologist (ASCP). 

Applicants must have a 
Montana CLS license. This 

position is eligible for benefits. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Maintenance Supervisor/
Safety Officer The Ruby 
Valley Medical Center is 

accepting applications for a 
Maintenance Supervisor/Safety 

Officer. This is a full-time 
position eligible for benefits. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a Lab Scientist. Applicants 

to complete an employment 
application and submit a resume 

to careers@mvmedcenter.org 
or call Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018

Seeking a Capable Executive to 
Lead the Big Sky Resort Area 

District The Ideal Candidate: A 
collaborator with infrastructure, 
economic and tourism planning, 

funding and development 
experience. Local government or 
similar relevant experience in a 
mountain ski resort community. 
The District: The largest entity 

describing Big Sky, Montana. An 
unincorporated area spanning 
two counties that administers 
a 3% sales tax and budget up 
to $9 million annually. The 

Position: To provide expertise 
and leadership using the tools 

available, and pursuing the 
tools needed, to achieve the 

District’s governing purpose and 
appropriate authority to serve 

the community. Salary: $110,000 
to $135,000. Apply: Applicants 
will remain confidential from 

application to hire. Deadline for 
submitting resumes: January 11, 
2019. Send resumes to whitney@

resorttax.org. Benefits and a 
complete job description at www.

resorttax.org.

R. L. Winston Rod Company 
in Twin Bridges is seeking a 

full time production worker for 
our blank rolling facility. Hours 

are 6:00 am to 2:00 pm with 
occasional overtime needed. 
We offer competitive salary 

and benefits. Applications are 
available at the plant. Please 

contact Joe with any questions at 
684-5674

MOVING SALE

FOR RENT

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

ANNOUNCEMENT

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

The Board of Trustees of the 
Ruby Valley Medical Center 

are accepting written proposals 
through Monday, January 

28th at 5pm for the lease, sale 
or community development 
of the premises of the Ruby 

Valley Hospital located at 220 
E. Crofoot Street, Sheridan, 
Montana. The property is 
offered in strictly “as is” 

condition. Proposals should 
include information regarding 

the potential uses of the facility. 
The adjacent premises of the 
Ruby Valley Medical Clinic 
are not available. For more 

information, please visit www.
RVMC.org/RVHdisposition.

Ruby Glen Homes Condo 
for Rent 2 bed, 2 bath with 

attached 2-car insulated garage 
Near assisted living and new 

hospital in Sheridan. Designed 
for independent living needs, 
wheelchair accessible, walk 
in shower Maintenance free. 

Contact 596-1111

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

CAREGIVERS NEEDED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job 
for you! Seniors in the Ennis 

area need your help. Call 
Home Instead Senior Care at 
406-922-5060, or visit www.

homeinstead.com/751.

Needed: Diligent, hardworking 
elder caregiver for immediate 
job. $25 per hour for 4-5 hours 

daily for a Dementia Father. 
Please email Resume and 

References to 
ritabea83@gmail.com.

Sheridan School District No. 5 
is seeking a reliable, energetic 
person who loves to work with 

kids to be a paraprofessional for 
the upcoming 2018-2019 school 

year. This position will have 
many duties, including, but not 

limited to library aide, classroom 
paraprofessional, recess duty, 

and testing assistance. Potential 
candidates must have excellent 

communication skills, be 
flexible, be a cooperative team 
player and be willing to learn 
various computer-based skills. 
Prior to employment, candidate 
will have to successfully pass 
a pre-employment background 

check. This position may include 
other duties as assigned based on 
the District’s needs. For further 
information, contact Principal 
Rod Stout at 842-5302 or go to 

Sheridan’s school website at 
https://sheridan.k12.mt.us.

Professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 90sf. Includes 

common area conference room, 
utilities, and other amenities. 

$150/mo. 640-1351

MOVING SALE
We are moving the shop but not 

the merchandise. Everything 
in store 25% to 50% off! Also 
have great selection of used 

electronics. Everything must go. 
Mountain View TV, 6 Sunrise 

Loop, 682-7858

RANCH HAND WANTED
Duties would include calving 

and feeding cattle with a tractor 
and hay processor. Starting 
February 1 st through April. 

Call Brad at 596-1100

MOVING/ESTATE SALE
Gaither & Nancy Stewart’s 

belongings. Garage, 220 Slade 
Avenue, Ennis, Feb 1-2 & 8-9, 10 

AM-5 PM

Ruby Valley Swimming Club of 
Sheridan MT - hiring full and 
part-time life guard positions 
for the 2019 swim season. All 

ages accepted. Application 
deadline: February 28, 2019. 
See rubyvalleypool.com for 

application.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds
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 more MARKETPLACE

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and we 
can take it from there.

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live?  
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP!

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood?

WE CAN HELP!

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources 
Department at 406-843-4201. Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Madison County Employee Benefits

• Public Employees Retirement System – 5 
Year Vesting
• 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option 
Savings
• Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS 
optional dependent coverage
• 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick 
Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
• 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid 
holidays in even numbered years)
• Employer Sponsored Life Insurance 
$20,000
• Optional dental & life insurance benefits

Additional employee benefit information is 
available online at
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
Join Our Team!

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Aide/Cook Part-time;
• Housekeeping Part-time;
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Director of Nursing-Full-time;
• Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time;
• Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time;
Madison County, MT
• Custodian Part-time, Virginia City; and
• Deputy Director of Emergency Management Part-time.
(Temporary-Grant Funded Position, beginning on or about January 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019).

MADISON COUNTY
Employment Opportunities

Ad #013
Real Estate– Northwest Montana – Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #014
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. Residential and Commercial 
Timber Packages. Full Service Design - Build Since 1990, (406) 
581-3014 brett@bitterrootgroup.com, www.bitterroottimberframes.
com

Ad #015
THE BOAT SHOW! “Boat Buying Event of the Year” at the Lewis 
& Clark Fairgrounds, Helena, MT. January 25th-27th, 2019 . The 
Montana Boat Show’s $3 admission charge gives you a chance at 
over $1,500 in door prizes! Children under 12 enter free. For info 
call (406)443-6400 or 266-5700. Mark Your 2019 Calendar! www.
mtboatshow.com

Ad #016
Full-time Water/Waste Water Operator/Trainee for City of Wolf 
Point sought. Contact Wolf Point Job Service (406-653-1720; 
WolfPointJSC@mt.gov) for job description/to apply. Valid driver’s 
license required. Health insurance, retirement, vacation and sick 
leave. Salary DOE. Open until filled.
Ad #017
Bausch Potato Inc.  Whitehall, MT
Searching for full time floor manager in food production.  Salary 
based on experience
Contact Mark (406) 287-3490

Ad # 018
If you are reading this ad, you can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 readers in Montana and beyond to 
promote your product, service, event and business. To get results, 
contact this newspaper, or the Montana Newspaper Association at 
(406) 443-2850 or email stacy@mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for the small investment of $149.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
JANUARY 24, 2019

INVITATION FOR BIDS:
Sealed bids will be accepted at the Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office, P.O. Box 
278, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia City, Montana, 
until 1:00 PM on January 29, 2019, for 
acquisition and delivery of up to three (3) 
2018 or newer Snow Plow Trucks to Madison 
County. Please contact the Commissioners’ 
Office at (406) 843-4277 or email madco@
madisoncountymt.gov for bid specifications 
and terms. Bids will be opened at the regular 
Commissioners’ meeting in Virginia City on 
January 29, 2019, at 1:00 PM.
(Pub.  Jan. 17, 24,  2019) 
Mad. Co. Commish
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITIONS FOR ENNIS 
SCHOOLS
Ennis School District 52 is currently seeking 
two trustees for three year terms. Anyone 
qualified for and interested in running for 
these positions may pick up a petition from 
Ginger Martello at Ennis High School. 
Petitions must be turned in at the School 
District Clerk’s office prior to 4 p.m. March 
28, 2019. No candidate may appear on the 
ballot unless he or she meets this deadline. 
If you have any questions about the trustee 
positions, please call Superintendent Casey 
Klasna at 682-4258.
(Pub.  Jan. 17, 24, Feb. 7, 14, Mar. 7, 14, 
2019) 
Ennis Schools
MNAXLP

 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF BASIC 
TELEPHONE SERVICE 
AVAILABLE FROM 3 RIVERS 
TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 
3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, 
Inc. is designated as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier by meeting 
guidelines of the Federal Communications 
Commission and the Montana Public Service 
Commission. We have been offering quality 
reliable telephone service since 1953 and 
realize basic service is a fundamental aspect 
of everyday life. Basic service from 3 Rivers 
Telephone Cooperative Inc. includes: o 
Voice grade access to the public switched 
network o Access to emergency services 
(including 911/E911) o Access to 
operator services, interexchange carriers, 
and directory assistance o 
Extended area service (toll free calling 
from all 3 Rivers’ exchanges to any other 
3 Rivers’ exchange, with the exception of 
Conrad, Great Falls and Shelby) 3 Rivers 
Telephone Cooperative Inc. is proud to offer 
basic service to all customers in our serving 
territory. Our monthly rates for residential 
and business basic services are listed below. 
Low-income individuals may be eligible for 
Lifeline and Link-up telephone assistance 
programs, which provide discounts on basic 
telephone service or qualifying internet 
access service. Also available to Lifeline 

customers is toll blocking free of charge 
which lets customers block outgoing long 
distance calls. Customers may only receive 
one Lifeline discount per household. If you 
have questions, or would like to become a 
customer of 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, 
Inc, please contact us at 467-2535 from any 
3 Rivers exchange listed below, 1-800-796-
4567, www.3rivers.net or visit our business 
office at 202 5th Street South in Fairfield. 
Basic Monthly Rates: Augusta, Belt, Big Sky, 
Brady, Browning, Carter, Choteau, Dupuyer, 
East Conrad, Ennis, Fairfield, Fort Shaw, 
Geyser, Harrison, Highwood, Lima, Melrose, 
Neihart, Pendroy, Power, Raynesford, 
Sheridan, Stockett, Twin Bridges, Valier, and 
Virginia City 
Residential …………………$22.50 
Business…………….………$ 28.00
(Pub.  Jan. 17, 24,  2019) 
3Rivers
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM 
NORMAN HATCH, Deceased. Cause No.: 
DP-29-2018-32 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate. All persons having claims against the 
said deceased are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. Claims must 
either be mailed to Connie Engle, Personal 
Representative, c/o Kruer Law Firm, P.C., 
P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 59749, return 
receipt requested or filed with the Clerk of the 
above Court. Dated this 16 day of JANUARY, 
2019. I declare under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the state of Montana that 
the foregoing is accurate and complete to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. / S / 
STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER Attorney for 
Personal Representative
(Pub.  Jan. 17, 24, Feb. 7, 2019) 
Stephanie Kruer Law Firm
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Minutes of the Madison County Board of 
Commissioners’ meetings for the period 
beginning December 1, 2018, and ending 
on December 31, 2018, are now available 
for public review in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder at the Madison County 
Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
MT. Individual requests for personal copies of 
these minutes, or any previous minutes, will 
be accepted by the Clerk and Recorder in her 
office. Approved minutes can also be viewed 
on the Madison County website at www.
madisoncountymt.gov . Signed this 18th day 
of January, 2019. Kathleen Mumme Madison 
County Clerk and Recorder.
(Pub.  Jan. 24, 2019) 
Mad. Co. Commish
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH DISTRICT COURT, 
MADISON COUNTY. 
SCHLAUCH BOTTCHER CONSTRUCTION, 
INC.,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
ROCK AND WATER INTERNATIONAL. 
LLC, ROCK AND WATER, LLC, and NICK 
HENRY,
DEFENDANTS
CAUSE NO. DV-29-2018-58
THE STATE OF MONTANA SENDS 
GREETINGS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANT:
ROCK AND WATER INTERNATIONAL, LLC
c/o Tracy Henry, Registered Agent
18006 N. Pope Rd.
Hayden, ID 83854-8385
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer 
the Amended Complaint in this action which 
is filed in the office of the Clerk at the above-
named Court, a copy of which is herewith 
served upon you, and to file your answer 
and serve a copy thereof upon the Plaintiff’s 
attorney within twenty-one (21) days after 
the service of this Summons, exclusive 
of the day of service; and in case of your 
failure to appear or answer, judgement will 
be taken against you by default, for the relief 
demanded in the Amended Complaint.
WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID 
COURT this 16th day of November, 2018. 
CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT
/s/ Karen J. Miller(Pub. Jan. 24, 31, Feb. 7, 
2019) 
Redmon Law Firm
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITIONS FOR 
SHERIDAN SCHOOLS
Sheridan School District 5 is currently 
seeking two trustees for three year terms. 
Anyone qualified for and interested in 
running for these positions may pick up a 
Declaration of Intent and Oath of Candidacy 
for Trustee Candidate form from Rebecca 
Larsen at Sheridan School. Forms must be 
turned into the elementary office by 4:00 
p.m. March 28, 2019. No candidate may 
appear on the ballot unless he/she meets 
this deadline. If you have questions about the 
trustee positions, please call Superintendent 
Micheal Wetherbee at 842-5401.
(Pub.  Jan. 24, 31,, 2019) 
Sheridan Schools
MNAXLP

BUDGET AMENDMENT 
PROCLAMATION ENNIS SCHOOL 
DISTRICT MADISON COUNTY
At a regular meeting of the board of trustees 
of Ennis School District No. 52, Madison 
County, Montana, held January 2, 2019 
at 7:30 a.m. at the Ennis High School, 
the following resolution was introduced: 
WHEREAS, the trustees of Ennis School 
District No. 52, Madison County, Montana, 
have made a determination that as a result 
of unanticipated enrollment increase the 
district’s budget for the general fund does 
not provided sufficient financing to properly 
maintain and support the district for the 
entire current school year; and WHEREAS, 
the trustees have determined that an 
amendment to the K-12 general fund budget 
in the amount of $3,163.65 is necessary 
under the provision of Section 20-9-161(1), 
MCA; for the purpose of providing funds to 
support the General Fund for the proper 
maintenance and operation of the K-12 
Program of the District for the 2018-2019 
school year; and WHEREAS, the anticipated 
source of financing the budget amendment 
expenditures shall be Direct State Aid; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Board of Trustees of School District No. 52, 
Madison County, Montana, proclaims a need 
for an amendment to the K-12 General fund 
budget for fiscal year 2019 in the amount of 
$3,163.65 under Section 20-9-161(1) MCA, 
for the purpose identified above, and; BE 
IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board 
of Trustees of Ennis School District No. 52, 
Madison County, Montana, will meet at 5:00 
p.m. at Ennis High School on February 20, 
2019, for the purpose of considering and 
adopting the budget amendment.
(Pub.  Jan. 24, 2019) 
Ennis Schools
MNAXLP

ACTION INC.
Will be holding their ANNUAL BOARD MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2019
At the Emma Park Neighborhood Center

25 West Silver Street, Butte, Montana  59701
Board Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m.

For further information please feel free to call 
Action Inc. at (406) 533-6855

Montana SMP is a program coordinated by Missoula Aging Services and partnered with local Area Agencies on Aging.  This project was 
supported, in part by grant number 90MPPG0052, from the U.S. Administration for Community Living, Department of  Health and Human Services, 
Washington, D.C. 20201.  Grantees undertaking projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings and 
conclusions.   Points of  view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent official Administration for Community Living policy.

1-800-551-3191

YOU can help stop Medicare fraud!

PROTECT:
DETECT:
REPORT:

Don’t give out your personal 
information.

Read all your medical statements.

If you suspect that you have been a 
target of any type of abuse, report it to 
Montana SMP! 

For the Montana 
SMP contact:

TAKE 
CHARGE!

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755
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Goals are important in life. Striving for the best, pushing ourselves 
to do better—that’s what makes us human. At Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare, our orthopedic team’s goals are the same as yours: to 
operate at peak performance.  We use state-of-the-art techniques to 
repair or replace knees, hips, shoulders, ankles, elbows, and even 
wrists. Patients of all ages are resuming active lifestyles again and 
living their best lives. Don’t let bone or joint pain keep you down 
any longer. Get back on top with Barrett Hospital & HealthCare.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

We are pleased 
to welcome  
Dr. Richards, DO.
  
Dr. Daniel T. Richards is a  
specialist with more than 16 
years’ experience in Orthopedic 
Surgery - Sports Medicine,  
seeing patients of all ages. 

No referral necessary! Call 406-683-1188 to schedule  
an appointment with Dr. Richards today.

Peak Performance 
Your best is our best

Orthopedics

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Jon Tester 
is once again leading the fight against forcing small 
businesses to collect online sales taxes for other 
states.

Tester is reintroducing his Stop Taxing Our Po-
tential (STOP) Act, which overturns a recent U.S. 
Supreme Court decision that forces local business-
es to collect sales taxes on behalf of other states 
when their residents purchase goods and services 
online—even when those businesses are located in 
states that don’t have sales taxes.

“Montanans have spoken, time and time again, 
against a sales tax,” Tester said. “This bill cuts red 
tape and makes sure Montana’s small businesses 
won’t suffer because of sales taxes in other states.”

Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned 
decades of precedent by allowing states to impose 
a sales tax on products sold over the internet.  The 

South Dakota v. Wayfair decision could put a heavy 
new burden on small businesses in Montana who 
sell products online, potentially requiring them to 
collect the sales tax and send the funds to the state 
where the customer resides.

As a result of the decision, local businesses 
could be required to collect and remit sales taxes on 
behalf of nearly 9,800 state and local tax jurisdic-
tions across the United States.

Tester has been a vocal opponent of the Way-
fair Supreme Court decision. He first introduced 
the STOP Act last June, a week after the contro-
versial decision was handed down, and he pushed 
back against a proposed nationwide internet sales 
tax last spring.

Montanans overwhelmingly rejected a state-
wide sales tax at the ballot box by more than a 2-1 
margin in 1971 and 1993.

Tester Moves to protect Montana 
small businesses from on-line sales tax

Avalanche class participants learn to test the 
stability of snowpack during a training course 
sponsored by the Friends of the Gallatin Na-
tional Forest Avalanche Center. Courses for all 
skill levels will be offered at various locations 
around the country throughout the course of 
the winter season. (J. Norlander/Gallatin Na-
tional Forest Avalanche Center)

SHERIDAN – The Ruby Val-
ley Medical Center is pleased 
to announce that Judy Weitzel, 
PMHNP-BC, has joined our team 
of healthcare providers and is see-
ing patients at the Sheridan and 
Twin Bridges clinics. 

Weitzel is a board certified Psy-
chiatric-Mental Health Nurse Prac-
titioner and broadens the scope of 
care provided by the Ruby Valley 
Medical Center to include mental 
health services.  Insufficient psy-
chiatric mental health support has 
been an ongoing concern in the 
Ruby Valley and Weitzel’s practice 
will help fill this need. 

Weitzel’s practice includes 
evaluation of mental health issues, 
treatment for depression, anxiety, 
mood and thought disorders, and 
couples therapy.  She manages 
prescription treatments and can 
prescribe medications as needed.  
Weitzel is also a board certified 
Clinical Nurse Specialist.  She has 
broad-based experience in provid-
ing mental health treatments in a 
variety of inpatient and outpatient 
facilities.

“We haven’t had any mental 
health providers licensed to pre-
scribe medication based in the 
Ruby Valley,” says Melissa Brum-
mel, RN, the Public Health Nurse 
for the Madison County Depart-
ment of Public Health. “Mental 
health services have been improv-
ing and the number of providers has 
increased in the last few years.  We 
used to only have one or two men-
tal health providers in the county.” 

“This area has had a gap in 
psychiatric mental health ser-
vices which Judy is qualified to 
fill,” says Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, 
LCSW, chairperson for the Mad-
ison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council.  “Judy is willing 
to see young people age 16 and up 
which is awesome for adolescents.  
There’s a huge shortage of resourc-
es throughout the U.S. for psychia-

trists willing to cover younger peo-
ple.  Although we have counseling 
support for young patients, Judy 
fills another area of mental health 
needs.”

The beauty and outdoor activ-
ities of Montana enticed Weitzel 
to move to Madison County in 
2007 and she lives in the Madison 
Valley.  As an outdoor enthusiast, 
Weitzel loves to hike and bicycle.  
In the winter, she supplements her 
outdoor activities with snow-shoe-
ing and cross-country skiing.  
Weitzel’s athletic accomplishments 
include bicycling across the Unit-
ed States and climbing to the base 
camp of Mount Everest!

Weitzel has integrated the ben-
efits she has found in outdoor activ-
ity into her practice.  “I encourage 
people to get involved in physical 
activity which I’ve found to be very 
helpful in improving many mental 
health issues,” says Weitzel.  Weit-
zel is also keen on reviewing hap-
piness studies to find new ways to 
improve the well-being of her pa-
tients.

Weitzel is currently seeing pa-
tients in Sheridan on Wednesdays 
and in Twin Bridges on Thursdays.  
She is eager to provide mental 
health support to the residents of 
the Ruby Valley community.  Pro-
spective patients can call (406) 842-
5056. 

DILLON—Many backcountry enthusiasts 
seek out deep snow in mountain terrain on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. 

Whether on snowmobile, skis, snowboard, 
or other devices, unstable snow in steep av-
alanche-prone terrain can be dangerous, even 
deadly. 

Although snow depth and structure around 
the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
varies significantly, the majority of the Forest 
has a shallow and weak snowpack.

If you are planning on enjoying the new 
snow over the holidays, please be very cau-
tious and heed the following advice:

• Get the gear – Ensure everyone has an av-
alanche transceiver, shovel, and probe on their 
person and knows how to use them.

• Get the training – Take an avalanche 
course.

• Get the forecast – Make a riding plan 
based on the current avalanche and weather 
forecast.

• Get the picture – If you see recent ava-
lanche activity, cracks in the snow surface, or 
collapsing of the snowpack, this means unsta-
ble snow exists and riding on or below steep 
slopes is dangerous.

• Get out of harm’s way – Limit your expo-
sure to dangerous terrain.  Travel one at a time 
on risky slopes. Don’t group up in avalanche 
runout zones. Don’t help your friend find a lost 
ski or get unstuck in hazardous terrain; keep 
your distance so one of you can rescue the oth-
er in the event of an avalanche.

Forest Service avalanche specialists advise 
avoiding avalanche terrain, between 30 and 45 
degrees steepness, as the most effective way 
to safely recreate when snow stability is poor.

Signs of recent avalanches, cracking, and/
or collapsing of the snow, otherwise known 

as “wumphing”, are what avalanche special-
ists call “bullseye data” – clear warning signs 
that the snow is unstable. Trails and low-angle 
meadows, without steep slopes above, are saf-
er terrain choices at times of poor snow stabil-
ity, as is avoidance of avalanche runout zones 
below steep slopes. 

For more information on snow conditions in 
your area contact your local Beaverhead-Deer-
lodge National Forest office.

More information is also available through 
the following links:  www.avalanche.org, 
www.mtavalanche.com/education, and www.
missoulaavalanche.org/education-events.

Avalanche safety and snow update

Ruby Valley Medical Center 
welcomes Judy Weitzel

Weitzel to fill a critical need for 
mental health care services

Judy Weitzel

By Shaylee Ragar, Legislative 
News Service

University of Montana School 
of Journalism

Taxes, Rainy Day Fund 
While budget projections ap-

pear more secure than they were 
in the 2017 legislative session, 
long-standing rifts, particularly 
concerning taxes, still make the 
state’s two-year budget a hot topic 
this session.  

Unlike the previous session, 
the Legislative Fiscal Division and 
the Governor’s Office have fairly 
close revenue estimates -- about 
$10 billion over two years. Gov. 
Steve Bullock called a special ses-
sion two years ago when a historic 
fire season and inaccurate reve-
nue projections led to deep cuts 
for several agencies, including the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

But, Rep. Llew Jones, R-Con-
rad, said the similarity in projec-
tions this session doesn’t neces-
sarily mean Montana’s in the clear 
for revenue. He said both estimates 
could be off, causing the state to 
experience another shortfall. 

This is one of the reasons Bull-
ock has proposed keeping $300 
million in a reserve, or a “rainy day 
fund.” If revenues decrease to $125 
million, the governor is required 
by law to make cuts to agencies. In 
2017, the Legislature allotted $200 
million in reserves, which Bull-
ock’s budget director, Tom Livers, 
said gave only a one percent cush-
ion before reaching the level the 
governor had to make cuts. The 
governor wants a bigger cushion.

“It will help avoid the need for 
required cuts and a special ses-
sion,” Livers said.

The rainy day fund will be a 
point of contention again because 
it would need to be filled with new 
revenue sources. Bullock has pro-
posed new taxes on liquor, tobacco, 
accomodations, rental cars and an 
increase on the licensing fee for in-
vestment advisers. 

“The one thing we have to do 
for predictability and for the ser-
vices Montanans expect is leave 
money in the bank at the end,” 

Bullock said in an interview before 
the session.

The proposed tax revenues 
would also go to special programs 
Bullock is pushing for, like a state-
wide preschool program, which 
would cost $12 million. The pro-
posed taxes would bring in roughly 
$160 million in total. 

Republicans are not on board 
with new taxes. 

Rep. Nancy Ballance, R-Ham-
ilton, is chair of the House Ap-
propriations Committee and said 
she’s working to come up with a 
balanced and fiscally conservative 
budget

“I’m not hearing of anybody 
who has an appetite to increase 
taxes,” Ballance said, in a press 
availability meeting. 

The budget bill will work its 
way through the Legislature over 
the next couple of months. The 
appropriations committee has five 
subcommittees and will focus on 
agency funding before moving on 
to programs like pre-school and the 
reauthorization of Medicaid expan-
sion. 

Streamlining missing persons 
reporting

The House of Representatives 
is advancing a bill that aims to 
make law enforcement response 
more efficient when it comes to 
missing children reports, especial-
ly between tribal and state entities. 

HB 20 is sponsored by Rep. 
Rae Peppers, D-Lame Deer, and 
was requested by the State-Trib-
al Relations Committee. The bill 
shifts or deletes words in Montana 
law that seem somewhat minor. 
However, Peppers says the changes 
will have great impact. 

“It is a simple bill with huge 
consequences,” Peppers said. 

The bill, which passed a pre-
liminary vote 100-0 in the House, 
would require all state, county and 
municipal officers to  submit infor-
mation about missing child reports 
to the missing children information 
program. It would also allow any 
law enforcement office, including 
tribal offices, to make file a missing 
persons report, no matter in which 
county the child went missing. 

This bill is personal for Pep-
pers. 

“I have been one of those chil-
dren, I have been taken,” Peppers 
said on the House floor during the 
second reading of her bill.

Multiple proponents of the 
bill spoke in favor of one part that 
would require law enforcement to 
report a child missing when the 
custodial parent does not know the 
whereabouts of his or her child, 
even if it’s believed the non-cus-
todial parent has taken the child. 
It would also require law enforce-
ment to record biographical in-
formation from the court from all 
involved parties, including any 
suspects, in a custodial interfer-
ence case. 

There were no opponents to the 
bill.

Workers’ Comp for Firemen
Two bills working their way 

through the Montana Legislature 
focus on workers’ compensation 
insurance for volunteer firefighters. 
However, the bills’ sponsors don’t 
agree on how it should be paid for.

House Bill 28, sponsored by 
Dave Fern, D-Whitefish, would 
create a tax on fireworks to help 
pay for workers’ compensation 
coverage for volunteer firefighters. 
Part of his reasoning for taxing 
fireworks is their contribution to 
sparking wildfires, he said. 

Leonard Lundby, of the state-
wide Volunteer Firefighter Asso-
ciation, said about 2,000 Montana 
volunteer firefighters are unin-
sured. He spoke in support of the 
bill at a hearing on Tuesday. 

“It is only meant to help the 
poorest of the poor fire depart-
ments,” Lundby said. 

Lundby said this is a needs-
based funding program, and that 
many fire departments already pro-
vide workers’ compensation insur-
ance for volunteers. Others cannot 
afford it, he said. 

Sen. Fred Thomas, R-Stevens-
ville, is carrying Senate Bill 29, 
which would require volunteer 
fire departments to carry workers’ 
compensation insurance. But, he 
opposes the fireworks tax. Thom-
as said rural firehouses should find 

ways to build workers’ comp into 
their budgets. 

Thomas said he usually dis-
agrees with government mandates, 
but in this case, it’s necessary. 

The senate bill would allow 
fire departments three years to 
buy insurance. Thomas said if de-
partments find they cannot afford 
the insurance, the bill could be re-
pealed in two years. 

A number of fireworks retailers 
and wholesalers testified against 
the bill. Many asked why this in-
dustry was being targeted for the 
tax when wildfires can be caused 
by a slew of hazards, like cigarettes 
or power lines. 

Sex Crimes and Consent
Legislators have introduced a 

number of bills in the 2019 session 
revising state laws dealing with sex 
crimes, including one that would 
eliminate the statute of limitations 
for child sex abuse. 

Rep. Mary Ann Dunwell, 
D-Helena, is carrying HB 109 
which would end time limits to 
prosecute child sex abuse cases. At 
a hearing for the bill in the House 
Judiciary Committee, 11 people 
spoke in support and no one voiced 
opposition. 

Thirty-seven other states have 
lifted the ban on the statute of lim-
itations for these types of crimes. 

Rep. Kimberly Dudik, D-Mis-
soula, introduced HB 149, which 
would limit when a person is capa-
ble of consenting to sexual activi-
ties. Specifically, the bill addresses 
cases in which there is an imbal-
ance of power. 

For example, it would “infer” 
no consent if a witness or person 
under criminal investigation has 
sex with a law enforcement officer 
involved in his or her case. The bill 
aims to protect vulnerable people 
from being coerced into sexual ac-
tivity with someone in power. Du-
dik said current law is unclear here. 

Shaylee Ragar is a reporter 
with the UM Legislative News 
Service. Shaylee can be reached at 
shaylee.ragar@umontana.edu. 

Montana lawmakers tackle budget, missing persons, 
sexual abuse and firefighter insurance in 2nd week

January 24, 2019B8THE MADISONIAN



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Its only army is the love of 
God, its only joy the clear 
wine of His knowledge, its 
only battle the expounding 

of the Truth; its one crusade 
is against the insistent self, 
the evil promptings of the 
human heart. Its victory is 
to submit and yield, and to 
be selfless is its everlasting 

glory. In brief, it is spirit 
upon spirit:

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please call 
at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

• Thursday, January 24 – Breakfast Croissant, pota-
toes, fruit, dessert 

• Friday, January 25 – Fish sandwich, fries, veggies, 
dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, January 28 – Tomatilla pork tacos, black 
beans, fruit, dessert, mahjong at 1:00 p.m.

• Tuesday, January 29 – Bacon Mac & Cheese, salad, 
roll, dessert, “Pan” at 12:45 p.m.

• Wednesday, January 30 – Salisbury steak, roasted 
potatoes, veggies, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Thursday, January 31 – chicken, rice and veggie, 
casserole, roll, dessert

• Friday – February 1 – Clam chowder, corn bread, 
salad, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m. 

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New Be-
ginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 
for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may 
choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for $3.50, 
or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered meals are 
within the city limits of Sheridan and should be called 
in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday 
& Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, January 24 – Cheesey broccoli chicken 
casserole, roll dessert.

• Tuesday, January 29 – Cheeseburger, soup or fries, 
dessert.

• Thursday, January 31 – Pork chop with baked pota-
to, veggie, roll, dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated. Activities include bingo each 
Monday, cards on Wednesday. The Senior Center Group 
meets the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

HELENA – Department of Public Health and Hu-
man Services (DPHHS) officials announced today 
that February food benefits are being provided early 
to thousands of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) recipients due to the ongoing partial 
federal government shutdown.

DPHHS Director Sheila Hogan said the depart-
ment will work diligently to load benefits onto SNAP 
recipient Montana EBT (electronic benefit transfer) 
cards on January 17, 2019. Normally, benefits are is-
sued to recipients throughout the first week of each 
month.

Montana and other states received guidance from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture instructing them 
to issue benefits early because of the shutdown. The 
guidance is part of a plan the USDA announced last 
week.

As a result of this change, recipients are encour-
aged to space their food purchases out throughout the 
month of February, rather than making mass purchas-
es.

“It will vitally important for people to understand 
that this issuance is early, not extra,” Hogan said.

DPHHS also offers the following guidance:
- Current clients who have already been deter-

mined eligible for February do not need to take any 

action to receive their benefits.
- Current clients who are in the process of renew-

ing or applying for benefits are encouraged to submit 
their documents as soon as possible.

After January 17, DPHHS will continue to process 
new applications and will issue benefits through daily 
issuance as applications are approved. DPHHS is also 
communicating the early issuance of February bene-
fits to various partner organizations such as local food 
banks, grocery stores, and social service agencies. 
DPHHS stresses that the early release of benefits does 
not constitute additional funding to individuals, but 
simply an early issuance of February benefits. 

Recipients can call the Public Assistance Helpline 
at 1-888-706-1535. To check their account balance, 
recipients are encouraged to call the Montana Card 
Customer Service Help Desk at 1-866-850-1556.

The federal government has alerted states that 
they can issue benefits until federal funds are no lon-
ger available, but it is unclear from the federal gov-
ernment when that will occur. Hogan said the early 
issuance of February benefits will proceed, even if the 
federal government shutdown ends prior to January 
17. DPHHS will continue to monitor federal action 
and its impact on SNAP.

Montana to issue February SNAP food benefits 
early due to partial government shutdown

WHITEFISH – As the government shutdown con-
tinued, on Thursday, January 16, the Senate Committee 
on Environment and Public Works held a hearing on 
the nomination of Andrew Wheeler to be Administra-
tor of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Wheeler, an ex-lobbyist, previously worked for 
Canadian uranium company Energy Fuels Inc. (EFI), 
where he lobbied the Trump administration in an effort 
to undermine the Bears Ears National Monument des-
ignation in Utah. Wheeler has been serving as the Act-
ing Administrator of the EPA since his scandal-plagued 
predecessor, Scott Pruitt, resigned last July. 

“As a lobbyist for a foreign corporation, Andrew 
Wheeler advocated for undermining the Bears Ears 
National Monument designation -- a push that result-
ed in the largest reduction of federal lands protections 
in American history,” said Chris Saeger, Executive 
Director of Western Values Project. “Considering his 
clear disregard for protecting America’s public lands, 
combined with his laundry list of conflicts of interest 
stemming from his days as a lobbyist, Senators cannot 
support another swamp creature like Wheeler.” 

Wheeler’s former employer, EFI, lobbied the Trump 
administration to reduce the size of Bears Ears National 
Monument because they claimed the existing boundar-
ies threatened to impede a transport road for EFI. EFI 
owns an inactive uranium mine on the western edge 
of what used to be Bears Ears National Monument and 
the White Mesa uranium mill on the eastern side, and 
wanted to ensure they could truck uranium ore across 

the monument. 
Wheeler represented EFI as a lobbyist at a July 2017 

meeting with Department of Interior officials, the pur-
pose of which was “to discuss the Bears Ears National 
Monument.” Wheeler’s and EFI’s lobbying worked. 
Several months later, on December 4, 2017, President 
Trump announced a drastic reduction to Bears Ears and 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monuments, the 
largest public lands reduction in U.S. history. 

Wheeler’s nomination also poses serious conflict of 
interest issues as his former employer hasn’t been shy 
about its efforts to lobby the EPA. 

Western Values Project (WVP) discovered a vid-
eo of EFI’s investor conference on January 26, 2018, 
where President and CEO Mark Chalmers says the 
company is “lobbying [the EPA] very heavily” to win 
contracts to process waste from abandoned uranium 
mines in Navajo country. Although he has already been 
the de facto Administrator since Pruitt’s departure, if 
confirmed, Wheeler will run the EPA as the permanent 
Administrator.

Wheeler’s hearing will happen while the EPA re-
mains closed during the historic government shutdown. 
Environmental groups have demanded that the Senate 
postpone Wheeler’s hearing until the shutdown ends. 

Western Values Project, based in Whitefish, Mon-
tana, defends America’s public lands through research 
and public education in order to hold policymakers and 
elected leaders accountable for jeopardizing the West’s 
outdoor heritage.

EPA nominee actions as uranium lobbyist highlight his conflicts
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 1/25 JOHN SHERRILL  
Singer/Songwriter
SAT 1/26 THE ROAD AGENTS  
Americana Rock
SUN 1/27 THE LUCKY VALENTINES
New and Used Americana

M
US

IC
 T
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S 

W
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Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net 
for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Monday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

Willie’s Distillery Trivia Night
Thursdays at 312 Main St., Ennis, 6 p.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Ad Dogs Way Home (PG), Green Book (PG-13)

Now playing:
mary poppins (pg)

Trivia NighT every Thursday sTarTiNg aT 6 pm 
Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come joiN The FuN, LisTeN To some greaT music aNd
eNjoy spiriTs wiTh a wesTerN FLavor!!

Friday, jaN 18Th: sTeve rose & cameroN gibsoN

Friday, jaN 25Th: LeFT For dead

Friday, Feb 1sT: ruby vaLLey boys & barbwire

Friday, Feb 8Th: homemade jam

Friday, Feb 15Th: Kc & bo

Friday, Feb 22Nd: ed coyLe

asK abouT our weeKLy boTTLiNg parTies

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Thursday 
January 24

Mad Gals January Meeting, 
Ennis

The Mad Gals will hold their 
January meeting at the Alley 
Bistro with a social at noon and 
lunch at 12:30. Please RSVP by 
January 21.

Basic Budgeting for Begin-
ners, Ennis

An Ennis Continuing Edu-
cation course to identify income 
and expenses, learn how to create 
a budgeting worksheet and learn 
money saving tips. 6-8 p.m., call 
682-4258 to register. $20 regis-
tration.

Preparing for the Future, 
Twin Bridges

The Twin Bridges K-12 
schools are hosting a dinner and 
presentation on Project Lead the 
Way, which prepares students for 
the workplace of the future. Par-
ents are encouraged to attend and 
learn about the program, which 
teaches the value of creativity, 
problem solving, collaboration 
and project-based curriculum. 
6:30-8 p.m. at Twin Bridges 
School, 216 W. 6th Street. Call 
684-5656 to RSVP. 

Saturday 
January 26

Jelly Roll Rug and Placemat 
Sewing, Ennis

Join Ennis Continuing Edu-
cation for the jelly roll rug class 
that is sweeping the nation. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m., $20 registration. 
Call 682-4258 to register and 
email lexbrundin@gmail.com 
with questions.

Round Trip with Stephen 
Ore, Ennis

Author Stephen Ore is a na-
tive of Pony and has recently 
published his first book. He will 
present a reading followed by a 
book signing, at the Madison 
Valley Public Library, 11 a.m.

The Lucky Valentines, Vir-
ginia City

Montana Native songwriters 
Shaun and Jamie Carrier perform 
their Americana music blending 
alt-country, rock and roll, indie 
and folk. 7 p.m. at the Elling 
House, admission by donation.

Saturday 
February 2

Food Fermentation Work-
shop, Ennis

An Ennis Continuing Educa-
tion course introducing students 
to the world of food fermentation 
and its health benefits. Make and 
take veggie-kraut, kombucha, ke-
fir and sourdough starter. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Ennis High School, 
$45. Call 682-4258 to register.

Montana Raptor Conserva-
tion Program, Virginia City

This program provides an 
overview of what makes raptors 
unique, the raptors of Montana 
and their importance to our eco-
system. Two or three MRCC avi-
an ambassadors will be in atten-
dance for a close-up look. 1:30 
p.m. at the Elling House Arts & 
Humanities Center, admission by 
donation.

Thursday 
February 7

Business After Hours, Ennis
BAH provides an opportunity 

to meet and network with mem-
bers of the Ennis Chamber of 
Commerce. This month will be 
hosted by Berkshire Hathaway at 
5 p.m. For more information visit 
ennischamber.com.

WHITEFISH – Today, Western Values Project 
launched Money Trails, a new website that tracks the 
connections between special interest groups, public of-
ficials, and anti-public lands legislation in the West. At 
launch, the Money Trails website contains information 
on 15 anti-public lands groups operating in four West-
ern states – Arizona, Colorado, Montana, and New 
Mexico. Money Trails also provides important context 
for these groups’ activities, profiling 46 federal and 
state officials involved in lands policy, and examining 
more than 35 legislative proposals that have potential 
impacts on public lands. 

“Every day, America’s public lands and national 
monuments are put at risk by special interests and in-
dustry groups,” said Chris Saeger, Executive Director 
of Western Values Project. “Money Trails will be used 
in the fight to protect our public lands to empower cit-
izens by informing them about the anti-public lands 
efforts taking place in their states.” 

The website will be a tool to bring much-needed 
information to the debate about public lands policy, 
showing how anti-public lands actors shape legislation 
and influence elected officials. Going forward, Money 
Trails will continue tracking anti-public lands efforts 
and special interest groups across the West. Tips on 
anti-public lands and special interest groups, public of-
ficials and legislation can be submitted via the website. 

Some of the anti-public lands actors highlighted on 
Money Trails include: 

The Arizona Cattlemen’s Association, which sup-
ported legislation that demanded that all federally 
owned public lands in Arizona be transferred to the 
state immediately.

Coloradans for Responsible Energy Development 
(CRED), an oil and gas public relations group started 
by Anadarko Petroleum and Noble Energy to loosen 
standards for drilling on public lands. 

Protect Colorado, a political committee created by 
CRED that receives significant funding from the oil 
and gas industry, opposes any citizen-led efforts that 
could limit oil and gas profits, and has even been linked 
to bullying and harassment of advocacy groups.

United Property Owners of Montana (UPOM), a 
campaign “hatched” by the public relations and po-
litical consulting firm the Montana Group to oppose 
hunting permit limits established by the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks department. UPOM supports re-
stricting stream access to make it harder for Montana 
hunters to access public lands. 

The Montana Petroleum Association, an industry 
trade association that lobbied for legislation to open 
wilderness study areas in Montana to oil and gas ex-
ploration. 

Dan Perry, a wealthy ranch owner who supported 
the passage of legislation in New Mexico that prevents 
public access to streams and rivers that run through 
private property. Perry later formed the New Mexico 
Habitat Conservation Initiative to protect the law.  

Western Values Project, based in Whitefish, Mon-
tana, defends America’s public lands through research 
and public education in order to hold policymakers 
and elected leaders accountable for jeopardizing the 
West’s outdoor heritage.

Western Values launches moneytrails.
org to expose anti-public lands efforts
Website to track public land 
legislation, groups, officials

MISSOULA – About 12.2 mil-
lion nonresidents visited Montana in 
2018 and spent nearly $3.7 billion, 
according to early estimates by the 
Institute for Tourism and Recreation 
Research at the University of Mon-
tana.

The number of travelers visiting 
appears to be down 2 percent from 
2017. Despite the slightly lower num-
ber, those who did travel spent more, 
on average, per day, resulting in a 10 
percent increase in total spending 
over 2017.

Visitor spending during 2018 
supported an estimated 42,700 jobs 
directly and over 58,000 jobs in total. 

Associated with those jobs is over 
$1.1 billion of labor income directly 
supported by nonresident spending. 
An additional $622 million of labor 
income is indirectly supported by 
what nonresidents spend while trav-
eling in the state. Nonresidents con-
tributed more than $227 million in 
state and local taxes in 2018.

These figures will be updated this 
spring, with the most recent fourth 
quarter data from 2018 replacing the 
2017 fourth quarter data used in these 
early estimates. 

The report can be found at http://
itrr.umt.edu/files/2018-nonres-esti-
mates-prelim.pdf. 

Nonresident spending up, numbers down in 2018
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