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Happy 
Holidays!

White-tailed deer 
in Ruby Valley
tests positive 

for CWD

Submitted by JOLEEN TADAJ, FWP

A white-tailed deer harvested by a hunter in the Ruby 
Valley in southwest Montana during the general hunt-
ing season tested positive for chronic wasting disease. 

The buck is one of 24 samples that came back positive for CWD 
in the latest batch of test results. 

The other new positive samples were from deer harvested 
within CWD Management Zones elsewhere in the state where the 
disease is known to exist.

The Ruby Valley deer was harvested on private land about a 
mile west of Sheridan, within Hunting District 322. This case is 
the first detection of CWD in southwest Montana.

This year Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks conducted CWD 
surveillance in parts of northern, western and southeastern 
Montana, primarily from hunter-harvested animals. In addition, 
hunters in all parts of the state were able to submit their own 
samples for testing. All samples are sent for testing to Colorado 
State University and those results were reported on a weekly basis 
to FWP. This is the last round of results from animals harvested 
during the general rif le season. Hunters who submitted animals 
for testing, can check online for their results at fwp.mt.gov/
CWD.

This year, more than 7,000 animals have been sampled 
statewide, and 115 have tested positive for CWD. CWD has been 
detected across much of Montana, including the northwest, 
northeast, southeast and southwest.

With the general hunting season now closed, FWP will review 
management strategies, testing results and other collected infor-
mation to make plans for the next necessary steps in managing 
the disease. CWD cannot be eradicated once it infects a herd. 

CWD is a fatal disease that can affect the nervous system of 
deer, elk and moose. Transmission can most commonly occur 
through direct contact between animals, including urine, feces, 
saliva, blood and antler velvet. Carcasses of infected animals may 
serve as a source of environmental contamination as well and can 
infect other animals that come into contact it.

The disease was first discovered in the wild in Montana south 
of Billings in 2017. There is no known transmission of CWD to 
humans. However, the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion recommends that hunters harvesting an animal in an area 
where CWD is known to be present have their animal tested. If 
the animal tests positive, CDC advises against eating the meat.

Photo courtesy canstockphoto.com

Public opinion sought 

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

People have until Jan. 
6 to participate in a 
survey and comment 

on potential Madison River 
regulations.

Survey results and written 
submissions will be consid-
ered before Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks drafts a 
proposal. Individuals who are 
not satisfied with the online 
survey, www.surveymonkey.
com/r/RDWKFXW, can sub-

mit written comments to FWP.
“I hope the scoping process 

helps us narrow down to some 
options that can kind of meet 
the objective of providing a 
diversity angling opportunity 
without harming any specific 
group,” FWP Commissioner 
Pat Byorth said.

It is FWP’s first public 
process to weigh in the pub-
lic’s opinions on various alter-
natives on river use. Results 
could inf luence FWP’s pro-
posal, which the commission 
will either deny or open to 

public comment in February. 
In April 2019, FWP pro-

posed regulations to the com-
mission, which were denied. 
The proposal received mixed 
support from conservation or-
ganizations, Madison County 
businesses, the commercial 
fishing industry and recre-
ational users of the Madison 
River. The underlying concern 
for some is FWP restricting 
the river to an unnecessary 
point that could negatively 
impact the local economy.

“The health of the river is 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/RDWKFXW and madisonrivercom@mt.gov

Sign over the entrance of the Madison Foods grocery store, indicating a prioritization of fishing in Ennis’ economy Dec. 21. “It’s not to diminish 
ag dollars that come here,” store owner Chris Gentry said. “This is just about what’s happening right now.” PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

“This river 
runs deep 

in our 
community,”

-CHRIS GENTRY

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges senior, Nate Konen, signed a Frontier 
Conference letter of intent to play football at Montana 
Technological University Dec. 18.

Hallways on both sides funneled students into the school’s 
foyer. Konen stat behind a long table under a striking black and 
red falcon painted on the wall. His high school coach, Brett 
Nordahl, stood next to him to announce Konen’s accomplish-
ments of advancing in his football and academic career.  

Nate Konen to 
the Orediggers
Twin Bridges football player 

signs with Montana Tech

Nate Konen, Twin Bridges senior, signs dozens of autographs for his 
fellow Falcons Dec. 18. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE KONEN continued on A2

Deadline looms on Madison River regulations survey
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“I hope the scoping 
process helps us 
narrow down to 
some options that 
can kind of meet 
the objective of 
providing a diversity 
angling opportunity 
without harming any 
specific group,”
Pat Byorth said.
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Your partner in community.  
682-7755

first, and I haven’t heard anybody say anything to 
the contrary,” Byorth said.

The community has been divided on the extent 
that regulations are needed to address conf lict 
and crowding on sections of the river. The sur-
vey asks input on addressing four main issues, 
commercial fishing outfitter management, social 
conf lict management on the upper Madison River, 
lower Madison River recreational management 
and angler use management on the upper Madison 
River. 

“It’s so important that we protect it [Madison 
River], while protecting our community’s inter-
ests,” owner of Madison Foods, Chris Gentry 
said.

Gentry has been outspoken about the issue. 
She worries that an online survey will pro-
duce skewed results. There is little security on 
the amount of times an individual can take the 
survey. She perceived some of the questions to 
be leading. FWP offered an additional way to 
comment other than the multiple-choice survey. 
People can submit written comments to madison-
rivercom@mt.gov.

“We support FWP doing their jobs,” Gentry 
said. “I don’t know if you can win with a social 
conf lict. Not everybody is going to be happy.”

 The social conf licts and concerns on the Mad-
ison River are agreed on, boat ramps are over-
crowded, and there is a lot of activity on the river. 

“This river runs deep in our community,” 
Gentry said.

Coach and player hugged in the echoes of applause. Family 
members who could make the after-school celebration came 
together for some photos, and then a surge of students crowed 
the table where Konen sat. 

The stack of Orediggers-green trimmed paper dwindled as 
he signed dozens of autographs, “Nate Konen #7.” 

Konen selected MTU for its academic and athletic opportu-

nities. He is second in his class and plans to pursue a degree in 
electrical engineering. 

Nordahl said Konen’s intelligence is his biggest strength on 
the field. Konen understands the game well and puts himself in 
positions to be successful. Konen made Twin Bridges’ varsity 
eight-man football team his freshman year.  He was a captain on 
the Falcons for his junior and senior years.

Konen was selected for first all-conference inside linebacker, 
second team all-conference fullback and an all-state selection 
his senior season. He was also selected to compete in the Bob 
Cleverly 8-man All Star game at Bob Green Field in Butte May 

30, 2020. 
Konen is a diverse player capable of success as a center, tight 

end, fullback and inside linebacker.
“I just like to play,” Konen said. “I’ ll play anywhere.”
Konen is a dominant defensive player with 395 tackles, four 

fumble recoveries and three interceptions made during his time 
at Twin Bridges. His 2019 season consisted of 126 tackles, two 
fumble recoveries and an interception on defense. 

“He had a breakout year offensively,” Nordahl said.
Konen totaled 345 yards rushing, 332 yards receiving and 

scored eight touchdowns in 2019.
“I’m ready to play in a place where everyone’s favorite thing 

is football,” Konen said. 

KONEN continued FROM A1

Twin Bridges High School athlete, Nate Konen, stands with his family after signing to Montana Technological University Dec. 18. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY GAIL BANKS.

“I’m ready to play 
in a place where 
everyone’s favorite 
thing is football,”
Nate Konen said.

A crowd of students begin 
to crowd the Twin Bridges 

School foyer to celebrate 
Nate Konen signing a letter 

of intent to play football 
for Montana Technological 
University Dec. 18. PHOTO 

BY HANNAH KEARSE
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Madison County 
D I S P AT C H

December 15, 2019

A wildlife complaint was made in Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in McAllister.
A warrant service was performed in 
Ennis.

December 16, 2019

Vandalism was reported in Sheridan.
A wildlife complaint was made in Norris.
Medical aid was administered in Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Ennis.

December 17, 2019

Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Pony.
An animal complaint was made in 
Cameron.

December 18, 2019

An animal complaint was made in Twin 
Bridges.
A fire call was made in Sheridan.

December 19, 2019

A theft complaint was made in Virginia 
City.
A welfare check was performed in Pony.
A disturbance was reported in Sheridan.

December 20, 2019

A citizen was assisted in Twin Bridges.
A fire call was made in Virginia City.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Sheridan.
An animal complaint was made in 
McAllister.
A welfare check was performed in Twin 
Bridges.

December 21, 2019

A DUI arrest was made in Ennis.
A coroner call was made in Alder.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Sheridan.
An animal complaint was made in Twin 
Bridges.
Traffic complaints were made in Alder 
and Virginia City.
A welfare check was made in Ennis.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

The Madison 
County Sheriff’s 
Office responded 
to 54 calls for 
service from Dec. 
15 to Dec. 21, 
2019.

 
*Please note the new 
physical address for our 
office, 5 Placer Loop, 
Virginia City as of 9/5/19.  
Thank you!

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Facebook, with its ups and 
downs, is a force of good in 
certain situations. The Ask Ennis 
Facebook page is small-town and 
personal. 

“We joined that Facebook 
group when we started to buy the 
home in July,” Elizabeth Zippay 
said. Facebook groups are usually 
created by a person or two, and 
those wanting to be in the group 
request admittance. Zippay found 
being a part of the group was a 
good way to keep in touch with 
the local community from afar. 

Topics range from good hair 
stylist recommendations, ques-
tions about the best cell phone 
provider for the area and requests 
for phone numbers for individual 
people, which are private mes-
saged of course.

A particularly lovely moment 
on this page involved a group 
member looking for sugges-
tions of things to do in town 
while waiting to take her kids 
back home from their activities. 
Zippay, not yet moved to Ennis 
from California, offered to be the 
woman’s coffee buddy. 

California was too expensive 
for Zippay and her fiancé to retire 
in, and they stumbled upon En-
nis in their search. After finding 

a home and renting it out in the 
meantime, Zippay got a job in 
Bozeman. She took the job and 
left for Ennis early and now rents 
a different space until they can 
move into their home.

After moving prematurely, 
Zippay returned to the Facebook 
page to see if anyone was interest-
ed in having a Bunco party. The 
post rendered 64 comments with 
people totally down and people 
asking what Bunco was. Zippay 
described the dice game as 
similar to Yahtzee with a buy-in 
component.

Bunco is played in partners 
and rotates tables. “You get to 
meet everyone who’s at the party,” 
Zippay said. This type of game 
night serves as a good ice breaker 

and conversation starter for 
groups of new people. 

Zippay hosted at her tempo-
rary home and provided snacks. 
Six adults, in their late 20s and 
early 30s, brought their own 
beverages. Those who came 
enjoyed themselves and want the 
game night to become a monthly 
occurrence. 

For this age demographic, 
there is not always something 
going on in Ennis on Friday 
nights. The Bunco night offered 
a new setting for people to mix 
and mingle and learn more about 
their neighbors.

“I was talking to everyone who 
was there and learned a lot about 
goats and everything going on in 
town,” Zippay said.

GAME NIGHT, ANYONE?GAME NIGHT, ANYONE?
How Bunco and Facebook work togetherHow Bunco and Facebook work together

Britney Hirsch’s smile was the closest to the camera, but not the 
only one in the shot. PHOTO COURTESY OF ELIZABETH ZIPPAY

SCHOOL BOARD 
ROUNDUP

harrison  SCHOOL

Harrison School sports programs
Upholding Title IX in a small school district

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Harrison High School will not offer wres-
tling in 2020, so it will not offer softball.

The terms for funding a wrestling co-op 
with Whitehall High School were not agreed 
on between Dec. 10-12. A softball 2020 co-op 
between Harrison High School and Ennis High 
School was nulled because the two sport pro-
grams cannot exist without the other. Federal 
law requires schools to provide equal athlet-
ic opportunities for members of both sexes 
through Title IX. 

Wrestling is Whitehall High School’s most 
expensive sport. The majority of the cost is 
from travel, meals and accommodations on 
the road. The 2018 -2019 wrestling season cost 
Whitehall Schools $37,518, according to White-
hall Superintendent Hannah Nieskens. 

“Cost for Harrison athletes should not have 
to be paid by Whitehall taxpayers,” Nieskens 
said.

The Harrison School Board and Whitehall 
School Board agreed on a $975 per partici-
pant fee. Harrison Schools wanted the athletes 
and parents to pay the fee. Whitehall Schools 
insisted the co-op was contingent on Harrison 
Schools being responsible for the participant 
fee. 

“It’s a school-to-school agreement,” 

Nieskens said. “We need it from the school not 
the individual.”

Harrison has to co-op with nearby schools 
for certain sport programs due to its small size. 
Four students will make up Harrison’s graduat-
ing class of 2020. Its small number of students 
skews participation rates which effect the gen-
der equity requirement. 

Title IX prohibits discrimination based on 
sex and applies to all aspects of educational 
programs and activities in institutions that 
receive federal money. The federal law requires 
athletic programs to provide equal athletic 
opportunities for students of both sexes. If an 
activity is provided for students of one sex, like 
boys’ wrestling, then a comparable opportunity 
must be provided for students of the other sex, 
like girls’ softball.

Harrison Schools have to balance sport 
participation ratios among genders. A sporting 
opportunity for one student in a small school 
like Harrison is enough to tip the gender equity 
balance.

Nieskens said that the potential co-op is 
not a contentious issue. The Whitehall School 
Board was not comfortable charging a Harrison 
School athlete $975, when the rest of the ath-
letes only have to pay $75. The Harrison School 
Board did not agree that its taxpayers should 
cover the high cost for the low participation 
rate of a wrestling program.

ennis  SCHOOL

Keeping class sizes small
Ennis Schools need another teacher

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis School is advertising 
for an additional elementary 
teacher for the next school year. 

Part of the Ennis School 
District’s Strategic Plan is keep-
ing class sizes small at around 
15 students per class. Reducing 
class sizes requires more teach-
ers and classrooms, which can 
be an expensive endeavor. The 
Ennis School District’s Stra-
tegic Plan will have its action 
planning session Jan. 22 to dis-
cuss where resources will best 
suit the needs and preferences 
of the community.

“The strategic plan is 
intended to help the district 
in focusing its resources in a 
manner that will best benefit 
the children enrolled in the 
district,” Ennis Superintendent 
Casey Klasna said.

Ennis’ fifth grade had 31 
students this year, one over the 
maximum class-size limit for 
fifth through eighth grade. The 
Montana state law allows up 

to six students to overf low the 
class-size standards, but an in-
structional aide is mandatory.

Other states have adopted 
laws on K-12 class sizes. Florida 
amended its state constitution 
to set class-size limits in all 
public schools’ science, English 
and math classes (the core 
classes). The Florida law phased 
into full effect in 2010. Accord-
ing to the Florida Department 
of Education’s Database Work-
shop, the policy cost $20 billion 
to implement over eight years. 

Many communities and ed-
ucation institutions around the 
world have considered the long-
term benefits for students and 
society to offset the up-front 
costs of reducing class sizes. 

Since the first large-scale 
experiment on class sizes in 
the late 1980s, the Tennessee 
Student Teacher Achievement 
Ratio study, research results are 
mixed on the benefits of small 
class sizes.

But most agree that large 
class-size reductions, 7-10 fewer 
students per class, can have 

long-term benefits for students. 
Students benefit the most from 
small class sizes in the earliest 
grades. 

STAR showed that black 
students and students from 
economically disadvantaged 
families gained the most from 
smaller class sizes. In 2000, the 
U.S. Department of Education’s 
National Center for Education 
Statistics found a strong, posi-
tive relationship between small 
classes and secondary students’ 
test scores.

The Ennis School Board will 
assess expenses, student teacher 
benefits, needs and preferenc-
es for the schools’ future in 
its Strategic Plan. A first step 
toward smaller classes is the 
new hire of a certified elemen-
tary teacher. Klasna expects 
that it will be for the fourth or 
fifth grades, which have larger 
classes. 

“We feel that students and 
teachers will benefit from 
that [small class sizes],” Ennis 
Superintendent Casey Klasna 
said.

From the National Education 2015 Brief, Class Size Reduction: A Proven Reform Strategy.
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obituaries
Doris M. Daems

July 31, 1923 to December 11, 2019

Doris Daemss passed away 
Dec. 11, 2019 at the Madison 
Valley Medical Center in Ennis.

She was born in Jeffers, 
Mont. On July 31, 1923 to 
George and Helen Parker 

Mainwairing. She graduated 
from Ennis High School in 
1941 and married Jim Daems 
on March 1, 1942. She lived 
on the family ranch in Varney 
until her death.

After Jim’s passing in 1993, 
she spent five days a week vol-
unteering. She spent countless 
hours helping with resident 
activities at the Madison 
Valley Manor. She collected 
bananas from banana bingo 
and returned them as treats 
for the residents in the form of 
banana bread. In recognition 
of the many hours she spent at 
the Manor, she was awarded 
the 1995 Volunteer of the Year 
award by the Montana Health 
Care Association. She also 
embroidered many quilt blocks 
for the Madison Valley Manor 

Auxilliary annual quilt fund 
raiser. She volunteered her time 
by helping with the Senior Meal 
program. For many years, she 
bowled on several leagues at 
the Fish Bowl. She travelled to 
tournaments all over the state 
and had many pins for high 
scores.

She is survived by her 
children: Joy Daems of Ennis, 
Allen Daems of Ennis, and 
Patricia Wirta of Snohomish, 
Wash.

Grandsons: Mike Green 
(Jennifer) of McAllister and 
their children Taylor, Dalton, 
Riley and Zoe.

Wes Daems of Ennis and 
children Cassie and Noah.

Kevin Daems (Selena) of 
Ennis and their children Al-
exandra, Brianna, Caitlyn and 

Luke
Honorary Grandson Cooper 

Taylor of Ennis.
Siblings, Mick of Oregon, 

Stan of Pony, Keith of Belgrade, 
Marion Hedglin of Belgrade 
and Janet Pascale of Hatties-
berg, Mississippi.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, husband, and 
siblings David, Russell, Lora, 
Anna, John, George, Bud and 
Carol.

A memorial service to 
celebrate her life will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 at 1 p.m. 
at the Rocky Mountain Baptist 
Church, 606 Comley Way, 
Ennis, Mont.

Contributions in her memo-
ry may be made to the Madison 
Valley Manor or the charity of 
your choice.

Dear Editor,

Well, I succeeded at one 
thing, there is now some public 
discourse on the subject of 
a Madison County jail. This 
response is to the two letters 
in The Madisonian addressing 
my opinions on that subject.  
This response is a little late in 
coming as we did not receive 
The Madisonian for three 
weeks, so I did not know till 
now that there were responses 
to my article.

First, I did not consider 
my article in the Madisonian 
a ”paid political ad.” The fact 
is that The Madisonian would 

not publish my letter as it was 
written. I had to purchase 
space out my own pocket to 
have my article published.  

Second, I’m glad that 
Virginia City is willing to 
work with the county as I had 
“heard” that Justin Gatewood 
made the remark that “there 
will be no jail in Virginia 
City.”  

Third, yes, I agree that 
the first jail proposed was too 
large. The concept was to be 
large enough to house prison-
ers from other counties. Them 
paying Madison County rather 
than Madison County paying 
them, thus offsetting the cost 

of the jail. But it was just too 
much. That “bad taste” left in 
the voters mouths did not help 
consecutive voter responses.

Fourth, propaganda. It was 
a significant part the linger-
ing “bad taste.”  I can still see 
the lipstick on a pig f lyer. It 
worked.

Fifth, I don’t believe that 
I promoted a large jail in my 
letter. If that was inferred, I’m 
sorry. If Madison County does 
build a jail, it should be large 
enough to handle the county’s 
needs for at least 30 years, not 
something that will be too 
small in 10 years. It would be 
GREAT if the mold can be 

remediated and the current 
holding facility be utilized 
again.

Sixth, please don’t blow 
off the gravity of that mold 
infestation as it has caused 
SERIOUS illness already.

I’m out of space, If I say 
anymore I’ll have to pay to 
have it published. I do have 
more to say reference prisoner 
costs and mold details. Stay 
tuned.

Kim Hudson
Malta, Montana  59538

opinion
Madison County jail conversation continues

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

CARD OF THANKS
The Stender family would like to thank for their thought, prayers and cards. They were all greatly appreciated. 

LaRae Stender and Family

Your kindness is appreciated
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Expert Care, Small Town Compassion 
P 406.682.4223  |  Walk-Ins Welcome  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

TO KEEP YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY

O F F E R I N G

Daines announces All 2019 Montana Student 
U. S. Military Academy nominations

Robinson Dale of Sheridan receives nomination
Submitted by KITT DALE

U.S. Senator Steve Daines  
announced his nominations for 
15 Montana students who are 
applying for enrollment into 
U.S. military academies on Dec 
13. 

Robinson Dale of Sheridan 
was one of Daines’ nominees 
for USMA, USAF, USNA.

A congressional nomination 
is a critical step in the process 
for Montanans seeking admis-
sion to one of the nation’s four 
military academies: the U.S. 

Air Force Academy at Colora-
do Springs (USAFA), the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point 
(USMA), the U.S. Naval Acade 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 
at Kings Point (USMMA).

“One of my greatest honors 
as a U. S. Senator is to nominate 

committed young Montanans 
to compete for an appointment 
to one of our nation’s military 
academies,” Daines said. “I 
commend these remarkable 
students for their commit-
ment to serving our nation in 
keeping with Montana’s strong 

legacy of service and I wish 
them the best as they continue 
in this extremely competitive 
process.”

Students interested in 
applying to a U.S. military 
academy submitted an exten-
sive application that docu-

ments their academic, civic 
and athletic abilities, as well as 
their commitment to military 
service. An academy selection 
board assembled by Daines 
reviewed the applications and 
conducted interviews of the 
applicants.

FWP accepting applications for Upper Missouri 
River Reservoir Plan advisory committee

Submitted by JOLEEN TADEJ, FWP

 Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is 
accepting applications for members to serve 
on an advisory committee for the Upper 
Missouri River Reservoir Fisheries Manage-
ment Plan. The committee will meet one day 
each spring to evaluate fisheries trends and 
determine if further management action is 
needed. 

The committee will consist of five mem-
bers representing a variety of stakeholder 

groups. Applicants who can represent many 
stakeholder groups are desirable.

The department will recommend com-
mittee members from the pool of applicants. 
The Fish and Wildlife Commission will 
make a final decision on committee mem-
bers at its Feb. 6 meeting.

The application for the advisory commit-
tee can be found on the FWP website at fwp.
mt.gov. Applications will be accepted until 
Jan. 15. For more information, call 444-2449 
or email: fwpfsh@mt.gov. 
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Merry Christmas!
Wishing you all a very 

406.682.3363 | 105 E. Main Street, Ennis, MT 59729 | www.HaydenOutdoors.com

SPORTS

DEC. 14 
Harrison Wildcats:  
17    31 42 Final:  59
Lone Peak Big Horns:  
11   15 15 Final: 24

POINTS
Team total: 59
Individual leader: Luke 
Cima
Individual total: 13

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 24
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
LUKE CIMA
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL:  6

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 3
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
VERN HOMNER/ KYLE 
HOMNER/ SAGE BUUS
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

FREE THROWS: 33 % 
SUCCESS RATE

DEC. 17 
Harrison Wildcats:   
16   24 36      Final:  50
West Yellowstone Wolverines:  
 2     30     37   Final: 47

POINTS
Team total: 50

Individual leader: Vern 
Homner
Individual total: 26

2-POINTERS
Team total: 15
Individual leader: Vern 
Homner
Individual total:  8

3-POINTERS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Vern 
Homner/ Cristian Contreras
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 61% 
success rate

406-682-4290 | www.eraarrow.com

Stay a week...or a lifetime ®

219 Main Street | Ennis, MT 59729
Donald Bowen

581-2991
Toni Bowen

570-9233
Debbie Richardson
Offi ce Coordinator

Robyn Erlenbush
Broker/Owner

WILDCAT VICTORIES
Two 

wins for 
Harrison

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Harrison boys’ bas-
ketball team was successful 
in both games last week. 
They traveled to Absarokee 
to take on the Lone Peak Big 
Horns Dec. 14. The point gap 
widened to a secure 16-point 
lead in the second quarter. 
The Wildcats kept the Big 
Horns scoreless in the third 
quarter. Luke Cima lead the 
Wildcats in points and the 
Homner brothers each got a 
three-pointer against the Big 
Horns.

The Wildcats took on the 
Wolverines at home Dec. 17. It 
was a close game. 

“The game was full of runs 
by both teams and wasn’t de-
cided until the final buzzer,” 
head coach Zach Murphy said. 

West Yellowstone went up 
for a three-pointer at the final 
buzzer. It would have tied the 
game 50 -50 but was missed. 
Wildcats took the win. 

Vern Homner scored 26 
of the 50 points for Harrison 
in just about every way, he 
made layups, two-pointers and 

three-pointers. In the second 
half alone, Homner scored 17 
points. The Wildcats’ success 

rate at the free throw line 
nearly doubled from the Lone 
Peak game.

FALCONS CLINCH 
CONFERENCE WINS

 Doubling scores against the competition

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges’ boys basket-
ball team lead the start of the 
District 12C conference season.

They easily defeated the 
Lima Bears at home Dec. 17. 
The Falcons made whole team 
substitutions halfway through 
each quarter. Everyone had even 
playing time to rack up 81 points 
against the Bears.  Nate Konen 
lead the Falcons in points with 
steady two-pointers. Zayne Car-
ter and Tate Smith were success-
ful with three points, and the 
Falcons had a positive free throw 
rate of 60 percent.

Twin Bridges traveled to En-
nis to take on the Mustangs Dec. 
19. The Falcons defense held the 
Mustangs to 30 points, while 
gaining 44 points against their 
opponent. Charlie Kruer shot for 
three points regularly through-
out the game. Though he had 
a mere 33 percent success rate 
of three-pointers, he drained 
three of them. Kruer was more 
consistent making lower-scoring 
baskets, which brought him to 
20 points against Lima. 

Twin Bridges next game 
will be in the new year against 
Drummond Jan. 3.

DEC. 17
Twin Bridges Falcons:  
21   44 57 Final: 81
Lima Bears:    
8    12 24 Final: 29

POINTS
Team total: 81
Individual leader: Nate 
Konen
Individual total: 18

2-POINTERS
Team total: 27
Individual leader: Nate 
Konen
Individual total: 8

3-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Zayne 
Carter/ Tate Smith 
Individual total: 2

FREE THROWS: 60% 
success rate

DEC. 19
Twin Bridges Falcons:  
18   40 58 Final: 74
Ennis Mustangs:  
4    15 24 Final: 30

POINTS
Team total: 74
Individual leader: Charlie 

Kruer 
Individual total: 20

2-POINTERS
Team total: 23
Individual leader: Matt 
Kaiser
Individual total: 7

3-POINTERS
Team total: 8
Individual leader: Charlie 
Kruer 
Individual total: 3

FREE THROWS: 44% 
success rate

Matt Kaiser is fowled as he goes up for a basket 
against Lima Dec. 17. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Junior Jackson Nye drains one in Harrison’s home game, Tuesday, 
Dec. 17 against West Yellowstone. PHOTO COURTESY ANDREA CHRIS-
TENSEN
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600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Daniel T. Richards, DO 
and Dan Downey, MD  
specialize in orthopedic  
surgery and sports medicine. 

Meet our team and learn more 
at barretthospital.org/ortho.
No referral necessary. 

Whether you have a sports injury or 
need a new knee, Barrett Hospital 
& HealthCare provides specialized 
care for a full range of bone, muscle 
and joint pain conditions. Don’t wait 
any longer to seek treatment: If you 
need physical therapy or require 
surgery, our orthopedic specialists 
are available to provide personalized 
care and treatment so you can get 
back to enjoying life.

WHERE YOU GO 
TO GET BETTER 

We’ll Keep You Moving
ORTHOPEDIC CARE IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

Spring WorkshopsSpring Workshops

REGISTER AT WWW.ENNIS-ECE.ORG OR CALL 406-682-4258

ClassesClasses
OPEN SEWING & QUILTING ǀ MONDAYS 

5-8PM 

 EVENING SLOW FLOW YOGA
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS ǀ 5-6:15PM

 PAINTED LANDSCAPES
MONDAYS ǀ 6-7:30PM

 FLY TYING ǀ MONDAYS | 6PM-8PM 

 BEGINNING PICKLE BALL
TUESDAYS | 5-7PM 

 BEGINNING LEATHERWORKING
 TUESDAYS ǀ 6-8PM 

 LINE DANCING THROUGH THE DECADES
TUESDAYS ǀ 6-8PM 

 BEGINNING WELDING
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS ǀ 6-9PM 

 SNOWFLAKE QUILT CLASS
WEDNESDAYS | 5-8PM

 OPEN KNITTING | WEDNESDAYS
6-8PM

 FUR CRAFTING | WEDNESDAYS |7-8PM 

 YOGA FOR BEGINNERS | THURSDAYS 
|5:30-6:30PM

 BEGINNERS’ CLAY AND WHEEL 
THROWING ǀ THURSDAYS ǀ 6-8:30PM 

INTERMEDIATE PICKLE BALL SATURDAYS 9-11AM 

WorkshopsWorkshops
 BEGINNING BUDGET AND 

BOOKKEEPING WITH SHEETS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18TH | 10AM-12PM 

 INFANT, CHILD, ADULT CPR, FIRST AID & 
AED | SATURDAY, JANUARY 18TH | 9-1PM 

 MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION 
WORKSHOP | SATURDAY, JANUARY 25TH 

10AM - 12PM 

 BAKING THE CLASSICS | TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 28TH | 5-7PM 

 MAPPING AND ORIENTEERING IN THE 
SNOW| SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST

9AM-3PM

 FEED A BIRD: A GUIDE TO BIRD 
FEEDING AND BIRD FEEDERS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD| 6:30-8:30PM 

 MODELING WITH WOOL- WOOLY ANIMAL 
NEEDLE FELTING WORKSHOP

 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH| 9-3PM

 METRO RINGS SEWING WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH | 9-4PM

 PAINTING WITH WOOL – NEEDLE FELT A 
PICTURE OF A FOX

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND | 9-3PM

 DYEING WITH PLANTS WORKSHOP| 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH | 10AM-3PM

 GETTING REAL | SATURDAY, MARCH 7
9AM-3PM ECE WINTER SESSION 

ECE Winter Session 
Registration opens January 2nd, 2020

Classes and Workshops start January 13th through March 7th 

Boggus participates in 
International bull 

riding event
Recently placed 1st in State Finals

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Brummie Boggus, age 12, 
left for Las Vegas with his father 
to attend the International Mini 
Bullriding Association’s event 
Dec. 5-8. While Brummie has 
gone to Vegas for bull riding 
three times before, this was his 
first time with an international 
association.

To get to Vegas, median 
rodeo scores from the summer 
were tallied and four riders 
from each age group were 
selected. Brummie was the 
champion in his age group, his 
mother Holli said.

Over 300 kids ages 5 to 16 
from around the world com-
peted at this event. The day 
was divided into morning and 
afternoon sessions, which were 
supposed to be equal. Sessions 
ended up taking longer than 
organizers had planned which 
resulted in Brummie not riding 
until 9:30 p.m. on Friday when 
he was supposed to start at 1 
p.m.

“He rode his first one on 
Thursday and then he got drug 
into the fence on Friday,” Holli 
said. “When I saw the fence 
coming up, I let go because 
I didn’t want to be dragged 
into the fence,” Brummie said. 
Riders automatically get to ride 
two bulls during the event and 
even though he got bucked off, 
he was able to make it to the 
semifinals on Saturday. 

Brummie placed 26th out of 
89 kids in his age group, a score 
he was not altogether pleased 
with. In order to advance to the 
finals, riders had to place in the 
top 10.

“I think what we’re going to 
do is try to go with the other 

association that he’s been twice 
before with,” Holli said. The 
association he rode with before 
represents Wyoming, Utah, 
Montana and Idaho. “He’s defi-
nitely striving to go again next 
year,” Holli said.

On New Year’s Eve Brum-
mie will ride in a winter rodeo 
series in Ogden, Utah. “That 

way he’s not taking a whole 
break,” Holli said. Brummie has 
participated in this before and 
is looking forward to ringing in 
the New Year with a bull ride. 
“There’s some good bulls down 
there,” he said. “They’ll put me 
on some good bulls not just 
some squirts.”

Brummie with his stock contractor, Scott Owens, after a win at 
the Ennis Rodeo. PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLLI BOGGUS
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Sunny, along with a few afternoon 
clouds. High 33F. Winds SSW at 5 
to 10 mph.

“Christmas is 
not a time nor 

a season, but a 
state of mind. 

To cherish peace 
and goodwill, to 
be plenteous in 

mercy, is to have 
the real spirit of 

Christmas.”
- Calvin Coolidge

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Sunshine along with some cloudy 
intervals. High 32F. Winds SW at 5 
to 10 mph.

Mostly sunny skies. High 31F. 
Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph.

Mostly sunny skies. High 27F. 
Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph.

Mostly cloudy skies early will 
become partly cloudy later in the 
day. High 32F. Winds SW at 5 to 
10 mph.

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com
Your partner in community. 682-7755

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

Tinctures, Soaps, Bath Bombs, Dog 
Treats, Flower, Cartridges, and more!

219 E. Main St., Ennis 406-682-5558 ·114 S. Main St., Sheridan 406-842-5963 
www.topshelfbotanicals.com

CBD  

Merry Christmas!
Great Stocking Stuffers

25% OFF with this adRUBY VALLEY FEEDS
Jonathan Ashcraft
P. O. Box 301
2269 HWY 41 S.
Twin Bridges, MT 59754
C: 406-596-3475
E: terranovamt@outlook.com

www.rubyvalleyfeeds.com

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

Got At?

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

The Ruby Valley Medical Center will 
initiate a Request for Submission of 

Artwork by December 31, 2019. The RVMC Art 
Commiee welcomes all amateur and professional 

photographers, artists, galleries and art organizations to 
submit artwork that may be considered for donation or 
purchase and display at our new facility in Sheridan, 
Montana.Montana.

Please check our website and Facebook page in a few days 
for information about requirements and guidelines, the 
submission and selection process, and essential deadlines.  

Arts & Entertainment
DAVID YARROW
Yarrow creatively pairs his subjects with animals, often large carnivores, in many of his photos. The layers of detail in his crisp, black and white shots contribute to a sense of culture and place.

The Dec. 2-3 photoshoots traveled to the Nevada City Museum, Pioneer Bar, the Bale of Hay Saloon and the Brewery Follies. Two wolves and a mountain lion from the wildlife-casting agency in Boze-
man, Animals of Montana Inc., accompanied the photoshoots. 

Several of Yarrow’s photos from Virginia City over the years are featured in his new book, David Yarrow. All proceeds from the book go toward preserving wildlife. David was recently acknowledged at the 
SAVOY in London this past Friday for the Great London Scot Award for outstanding achievement. 

Photographer David Yarrow has been coming to 
Virginia City for photoshoots for about five years. 

THE LAST CHANCE SALOON
By DAVID YARROW

To return to the Pioneer Bar in Virginia City, Montana is 
to return to my comfort zone, and I feel an obligation to arrive 
with creative courage. We must push boundaries and not be 
lame in our conceptual processing. We have a free run here in 
the winter, when only 60 people live here and the Mayor only 
recently gave me the symbolic key to the city.

The group shots that I have photographed around the 
window end of the long bar have been well received and 
are difficult to top, especially as the last one included Cindy 
Crawford.

My premise this time was to markedly up the number 
of people in the picture (the most we had used before was 
six). This puts pressure on both the construction and the cast-
ing, as one lame character can become a tension point and 
ruin the whole image. We have all experienced the difficulty of 
group pictures on Christmas Day or Thanksgiving.

I think Ellen DeGeneres’ Oscar selfie works so well, not 
just because of the number of people in the image, but be-
cause every character is an additive. It is my favorite selfie.

We assembled 
a strong cast - the 
models Kate Bock 
from Cleveland and 
Olivia Culpo from 
Charlotte, native 
American families 
from Northern Mon-
tana and then, of 
course, my favorite 
local mountain men. 
The hair and makeup/styling team, led by Nikki Parisi out of 
LA, was outstanding. My direction was 150 years ago Wild 
West - appropriate as in the 1860s, over 15,000 lived in Virgin-
ia City and The Pioneer Bar would have been very busy.

All 11 characters played their roles well that day, but 
perhaps the picture is stolen by a lovely 85-year- old lady 
called Mary from Butte, Montana. We nearly called the picture 
“There’s Something About Mary” but perhaps her hair was not 
quite right.

VIRGIN IA  C IT Y,  MONTANA –  2019

Photos courtesy David Yarrow.
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panorama
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Four generations of Tates. L to R: Jake McDonald, Oliver Ubaldo, Cassie Ubaldo, Fredy Ubaldo, Bernice Tate, Donna Tate, Bill Tate, Eli 
Ubaldo. PHOTO COURTESY OF CASSIE UBALDO 

UP  FIRST:

Tates' Upper Canyon Ranch
t h e s e  r o o t s  r u n  d e e p

BY KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com 

Generations of Tates 
have ranched, taught, 
loved and laughed 

on their land in the Upper Ruby 
Valley. 

From Kansas, Earnest Parker 
‘Peck’ Tate arrived in the Ruby 
Valley in the early 1900s to 
work on a horse ranch with his 
brother. Peck served in the first 
World War and afterward pur-
chased a ranch in the same area 
to raise sheep and cattle.

Mary Mullen came out to 
the valley after a year of teach-
ing school in Dillon. Out of a 

bunk house meant for employ-
ees, of which there were none 
yet, she taught three young girls 
who lived nearby. Mary and 
Peck married in 1924, “and then 
they tripled the school popu-
lation,” Cassie Ubaldo, Peck’s 
great-granddaughter, said.

After the second World War, 
the ranch transitioned from a 
sheep to a cattle ranch. With the 
development of nylon and ray-
on, the need for wool was less 
as synthetic materials became 
more popular. Peck died in 1949 
leaving his oldest son, Bill Tate, 
only 14 years old and Mary with 
three young boys to raise. She 
sold the ranch, but kept 300 

acres for family use. It was not 
enough to raise cattle, but it 
was just enough for Bill to take 
people hunting.

After a friend suggested 
guiding, Bill bought two laugh-
ably old trailers and ran power 
out to them. In 1984, the ranch 
had no running water. “I was 50 
years old and had no retirement, 
so I needed something to go 
with my social security,” he said. 
Up to this point, he had been 
in the service and worked in 
warehouses after his eight years 
of duty was up. Being a hunting 
guide was a way to make a little 
extra income.

“It grew from there. I had 

no idea and most of it was just 
dumb luck. Things just fell into 
place,” Bill said.

Bill and his wife Bernice 
of 60 years built everything by 
themselves and had basically 
no money to fall back on. “The 
two trailers paid for four and 
the four trailers paid for the A 
frame and each one paid for it-
self,” Bill said. They were barely 
a step ahead. 

Donna Tate McDonald, one 
of the first women outfitters in 
Montana, bought her parents 
out 25 years ago, Bill’s leap of 
faith a good call in hindsight. 
She and her husband, Jake, add-
ed fly fishing and horse riding 

to guiding. Eventually, they 
offered a conference center and 
are now able to host up to 45 
guests. Three and a half years 
ago, Donna’s daughter, Cassie, 
and her husband joined the 
family business.

With an undergraduate 
degree in psychology and a 
master’s in education and coun-
seling, Cassie brought a unique 
offering to UCO. She created a 
horse-based program to work 
on leadership and commu-
nication skills called Equine 
Facilitated Learning, offered to 
corporate groups, individuals 
and veterans. This program 
focuses on aligning different 
parts of one’s life, working on 
congruency and being genuine. 
“It’s really just mental well-be-
ing,” Cassie said.

Both daughters and their 
families had plan B’s in case 
UCO was not fruitful. With 
three generations involved, the 
plan B’s ended up unnecessary. 
“It really is a family effort. No 
one person could ever do this 
job alone,” Donna said. 

She and her father took a 
chance on this business and 
relied on their resourcefulness 
and their heritage to make it 
work.

“I had no idea the possibility. 
I was just hoping for a couple 
little trailer houses (so) I could 
pick up a little extra money to 
go with my social security. That 
was my original intent,” Bill 
said.

 Five generations of Tates 
have been on this land and four 
live on it now. Each generation 
worked by the sweat of their 
brow to maintain and live off 
the land. Bill and Bernice hand 
picked rocks off the property 
to help it thrive. Cassie joked 
about all the knapweed they 
picked over the years to serve 
the same purpose. But it extends 
further. 

“People look at land as an 
asset and we don’t really look 
at it as an asset. We look at it as 
our heritage,” Donna said.

Donna takes her insight 
about the value of land to 
national boards and goes to DC 
to talk to representatives about 
preservation and conservation. 
She understands the importance 
of looking past your prop-
erty line and extending care 
and concern to adjacent lots 
to achieve a greater effect. “If 
you’re going to live off the land 
and you’re going to appreciate it, 
you have to be part of saving it 
and preserving it,” Donna said.

“It grew 
from there. 
I had no 
idea and 

most of it 
was just 
dumb luck. 

Things 
just fell 

into place,” 
Bill Tate, 
founder of 
UCO said.

Parker Tate, Bill Tate’s brother, 
Peck Tate and Bill Tate. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CASSIE UBALDO
Bill got his elk this last hunting season and processed his meat within 48 hours. “I don’t let nobody touch 
my meat,” he said. PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON



BE WELL

Would you like to 
advertise in our 

“BE WELL” 

section?
Call us at 682-7755 

and we’ll help 
you out!

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Free high blood pressure management 
program now available

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

An equal opportunity
employer and provider

321 Madison Street
Sheridan, MT 59749

(406) 842-5453
www.RVMC.org

Submitted by 
TINA PFERTSH, GN

In Montana, almost 30% 
of adults report having high 
blood pressure (hyperten-
sion) and nationally, only 
about half of these adults 
have their blood pressure 
controlled.  

“Madison County resi-
dents now have a program 
available to help them man-
age their high blood pressure, 
which is a major risk factor 
for heart disease and stroke. 
This heart-healthy program 
gives participants resources 
to help them improve blood 
pressure control,” said Melis-
sa Brummell, RN with Mad-
ison County Public Health 
Department (MCPHD).   
MCPHD offers Health 
Coaches for Hypertension 
Control classes, which were 
created to empower partici-

pants to take an active role in 
managing their blood pres-
sure.  The classes focus on 
nutrition, physical activity, 
stress management and other 
heart-healthy topics.

Participants who have pre-
viously completed the Health 
Coaches for Hypertension 
Control classes showed 
increased confidence in the 
ability to manage their con-
dition.  This program runs 
for 8 weeks, with each session 
lasting 90 minutes.  

  Anyone with high 
blood pressure is eligible 
to participate in these free 
classes.  Health Coaches for 
Hypertension classes will be 
offered in Sheridan starting 
Jan 6th, 2020.  To sign up, or 
for more questions, please 
call Melissa Brummell, RN or 
Tina Pfertsh, GN at Madison 
County Public Health De-
partment at 406-843-4295. 

Montanans affected by Medicare scams
Submitted by MONTANA 

NEWSPAPER 
ASSOCIATION

Multiple accounts of scam 
calls have been reported to 
Montana’s Senior Medicare 
Patrol (SMP). Just this month 
seven Montanans, believ-
ing that they were talking 
to Medicare, gave out their 
Medicare numbers. Those 
calls included “your Medi-
care number is invalid” and 
“Medicare is replacing cards 
with one that has a chip 
reader,” and in all cases they 
asked to confirm the current 
numbers. 

A direct result of people’s 
Medicare numbers falling 
into the wrong hands is the 

more than $21,000 in docu-
mented fraud cases sent on 
to the Office of Inspector 
General this year by Montana 
SMP, with two more cases 
being compiled as this goes to 
print. Nationally, the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services calculate fraudulent 
telemarketing and DME sup-
plies at $60 billion in fraudu-
lent Medicare payments each 
year. While the rollout of new 
Medicare cards better protects 
recipients, it does not protect 
Medicare. 

Two of the Montana res-
idents scammed this month 
also shared their Social Se-
curity numbers and bank ac-
count information in addition 
to their Medicare numbers. 

“Once your Social Securi-
ty number is out there, it’s a 
lifetime of monitoring,” Renee 
Labrie-Shanks said, Montana 
SMP’s Program Manager. 

Medicare will never call 
and ask for personal infor-
mation over the phone. If a 
beneficiary instigates a call, 
Medicare will need your num-
ber and birthdate in order to 
help you. However, they will 
not initiate calls and ask for 
personal information. 

If you receive a call asking 
for personal information, 
whether it be from Medicare 
or any source, always err on 
the side of caution. According 
to Montana SMP, if something 
is urgent it probably isn’t 
legitimate. Gather more in-
formation and hang up. Never 
call the number back that 
was given, but rather look the 
number up independently 
either in a phone book or on 
the internet. 

If you’re really suspicious 
and want to know if they 
are legitimate, or if you have 
given out personal informa-
tion and it has to do with 
healthcare, please call your 
local Montana SMP at 1-800-
551-3191. 

Photo courtesy storyblocks.com

Photo courtesy canstockphoto.com

December 26, 2019B2THE MADISONIAN



COMMODITY INSITE:  TIME TO BE BOLD  by Jerry Welch

The long and agonizing trade 
war with China appears to be 
over. It has been underway since 
March, 2018 and despite Presi-
dent Trump arguing that trade 
wars are, “fun and easy to win,” 
I, for one, am thrilled it is over. 
And according to reliable sourc-
es, “Phase One” is the new trade 
deal that will nearly double U.S. 
exports to China over the next 
two years. The deal is expected to 
be signed in early January and go 
into effect 30 days later.

It is my understanding that 
China has pledged to buy $40 bil-
lion of U.S. ag-products annually 
for the next two years as part of 
the new trade deal. Keep in mind 
that in 2017, China bought $24 
billion worth of goods and in 
2012, bought $21 billion. It was 
in 2012 that the CRB index, that 
is to the commodity markets as 

the Dow Jones is to the stock mar-
ket hit an all-time historic high. 
When Chinese buying slacked off 
in 2012, commodity values per 
se have been on the decline ever 
since.

The ending of the trade war 
is flat out bullish. Soon, agricul-
ture producers and traders will 
look back in time and realize 
that Phase One of the trade deal 
was revolutionary bullish for 
American farmers and ranchers. 
Here are some comments from, 
“Haunted By Markets” in a chap-
ter entitled, “Staggering Demand 
From China” I penned in May, 
2011 showing the influence China 
has on commodities in years gone 
by. The same will be seen in the 
future.

 “An individual of note has re-
cently emerged as a long term bull 
toward commodities. That was a 

surprise because I have been read-
ing his column for years because 
he is simply the best financial 
writer on the scene today. He is a 
legend on Wall Street for his fore-
casting ability coupled with his 
wry sense of humor. The writer is 
veteran financial journalist Alan 
Abelson of Barron‘s. As a fan of 
Mr. Abelson, I read carefully his 
insightful analysis of the markets 
and economy. Not once, however, 
can I recall him wandering into 
the world of commodities. Not 
once. But on May 14, he wrote an 
article entitled, “Paradigm Shift” 
with a subtitle summary stating, 
“the world is using up its natural 
resources at an alarming rate…
causing a permanent shift in their 
value.”  

 Mr. Abelson touched on why 
commodity prices hit the skids 
in the opening days of May but 

quickly begins to quoting from 
Jeremy Grantham and the GMO 
website. On that website, a table 
appears listing China’s outsized 
appetite for commodities. The ti-
tle next to the table has a heading 
that reads, “Time to Wake Up: 
Days of Abundant Resources and 
Falling Prices  Are Over Forever.” 

From that table, here is the 
percentage of use for various 
world commodities consumed by 
the ever growing and robust Chi-
nese economy. The percentages 
are eye opening; cement at 53.2%, 
iron ore at 47.7%, coal at 46.9%, 
pigs at 46.4%, steel at 45.4%, lead 
at 44.6%, zinc at 41.3%, alumi-
num at 40.6%, copper at 38.9%, 
eggs at 37.2%, nickel at 36.3%, 
rice at 28.1%, soybeans at 24.6%, 
wheat at 16.6%, chickens at 15.6%, 
crude oil at 10.3% and cattle at 
9.5%.”

To us, it means that whatever 
the day-to-day or even month-to-
month dips and blips in commod-
ity prices, if Jeremy’s right, the 
long-term trend has no place to 
go but up. Six weeks ago I wrote, 
“I am a stubborn bull convinced 
that commodities are buying op-
portunities on breaks.” And this 
week, I write, “Welcome, Mr. 
Abelson and Mr. Grantham to my 
camp. The camp of the, ‘stubborn 
bulls.’” 

China experienced food infla-
tion in Nov. of this year of 19%. 
The primary cause of higher food 
costs was pork that rose 100% 
in Nov. As we all know too well, 
pork prices rose sharply because 
swine fever has devastated the 
Chinese hog herd, causing it to 
decline more than a third in the 
past year. But that estimate seems 
optimistic. The losses are likely 

far greater in not only China but 
it a host of other nations as well.

I believe the upside potential 
for the world’s meat markets is 
huge with pork destined to be the 
upside leader. I also embrace what 
the late Alan Abelson stated years 
ago. “The world  is using up its 
natural resources at an alarming 
rate and this has caused a perma-
nent shift in their value.”   

Moving forward, as other 
trade agreements fall into place 
it will become more evident that 
a structural and permanent shift 
in the value of basic foods stuffs is 
unfolding right this very moment 
just as predicted in the spring of 
2011 just before the CRB index 
rose to an all-time historic high.

Exciting and profitable times 
are ahead for U.S. agriculture. Do 
not be left behind. It is time to be 
bold.

Though some of us are getting old we still enjoy a ride.  Our horses have been good to us.  They’ve 
been a source of pride.  

Each year I struggle more each time while climbing in the saddle.  I never thought that getting 
old could turn to such a battle.  

It seems to me that Mother Nature’s got it out for us.  Did she do this all on purpose?  She is sure 
an ornery cuss!

 I’ve heard folks say, that as a man gets to his golden years, he urinates more frequently and grows 
hair on his ears.  

A man can shave his ears, but with a hefty sized prostate, his bladder fills to full and feels like 
someone closed the gate.  

And sitting in the saddle with an over filled up bladder, feels a little painful so I’d rather have it 
flatter.

Thank heaven for our doctor friend.  He’s there for every ride.  He’s a doctor of urology, well 
known both far and wide.     

Now none of us has ever needed of his expertise.  But knowing that he rides with us puts all our 
minds at ease.

And when we’re riding on the trail and far away this summer.  We can proudly say we brought 
along our personal plumber.

Our personal plumber doesn’t have a lot to say, but when he offers his advice it’s in the kindest 
way.  

Yes our personal plumber keeps an eye on us old men.  He never thinks about himself, kinda like 
a mother hen.  

He tells us, “Drink more water.  You’ll feel better all around.”  You’d think that we would listen as 
we tank our sodas down.  

He’ll wear a suit and tie all day or scrubs for surgery.  But when he’s home a pair of boots will set 
the doctor free.

Not everyone’s as lucky as the men who ride with him.  He’s a positive attitude all filled up to the 
brim.  

And the best advice he’s given me, I’d like for you to know.  “For sure you’re still okay if you can 
pee your name in snow.”

Personal PlumberPersonal Plumber

columns

The tree is up, the lights are lit, 
and the gifts are huddled beneath.

One may think of Christmas 
gifts as inanimate objects – things 
wrapped in fancy paper, tied with 
ribbons, topped with bows of var-
ied sizes – but one would be wrong 
in their thinking.

Every gift lies quietly beneath 
the tree or within the stocking 
hung by the chimney, and while 
we may not hear them (with our 
ears) speaking or whispering, they 
do (in all truth) have stories to 
share and tales to tell.

Some gifts disappoint their 
recipients, of course. Who hasn’t 
groaned a little inside opening 
up that floppy package knowing 
full-well it was going to be socks, 
underwear, or a new plaid shirt to 

replace the ones you’ve suddenly 
outgrown since school started? 
You plaster a smile on your face, 
look at Mom and Dad, and beam 
forth with the best, “Oh, gee, 
thanks,” you can muster. Mom 
and Dad know the truth, and they 
certainly know the thanks is more 
tip of the tongue than bottom of 
the heart, but they accept it gra-
ciously as the morning mayhem 
continues.

While the practical gifts may 
underwhelm their young recip-
ients, they are more than made 
up for by gifts that dazzle. I still 
remember the thrill of coming 
out into the living room Christ-
mas morning so many years ago 
as a young lad to find a brand new 
Schwinn bicycle standing next to 

the tree – a THREE SPEED! That 
more than made up for the decade 
of underwear and socks, and my 
appreciation did arise from closer 
to the bottom of my heart.

Gifts tell a tale. Some tell us 
they’re here to meet our basic 
needs. They may not be sexy, but 
they have a job to do, and they tell 
us loved ones are watching over 
us. Other gifts dazzle us like light-
ning flashing out of the blue – an 
unexpected shock (like a bike), or 
the special something that says, 
“You’re the pitta to my patta!”

The gifts beneath the tree, of 
course, are stunt doubles. I’ve got a 
very nice high definition television 
at home and am amazed at how 
well I can now discern the use of 
stunt doubles on some of the old 

shows, like Star Trek or The Rifle-
man. Back in the halcyon days of 
black and white TVs with thirteen 
inch screens and grainy images 
such details simply could not be 
seen. But one can sure see those 
personnel switches now!

Likewise, the gifts beneath the 
tree are low-definition stunt dou-
bles for the greatest gift of all – Je-
sus Christ. 

I suspect many of us are so 
caught up “in the moment” of 
Christmas morning that meditat-
ing on that first nativity is lost in 
the busy hum of the day’s activ-
ities: making breakfast, opening 
packages, getting the feast going 
(if hosting) or getting ready to 
head out to join up with family or 
friends. 

I will confess that I have nev-
er asked God to “clothe me with 
your righteousness” as I’ve gotten 
dressed on Christmas morning. 
My primary goal is to remember to 
zip up and pray the buttons on my 
shirt match the button hole they’re 
supposed to go through!

The fact is, though, at some 
point of the day, it is nice to stop, 
pause, and reflect that while the 
day’s gifts may or may not delight 
us, they point beyond themselves 
to ONE who came not to tickle our 
fancy, but heal our wounds and 
tackle our woes. He does not need 
batteries to work, but will eventu-
ally be battered (and die) for our 
sake. 

By the end of the Day, the 
house will be a mess – a disaster. It 

will look a bit like a proverbial tor-
nado came blowing through while 
we were making merry. That, my 
friends, is reality’s stunt-double. 
No matter how hard we work to 
make things right, at the end of the 
day life can be one chaotic mess – 
and that’s when the gifts tell us the 
rest of the story.

God did not come to spend 
time taking care of the mess. 
That’s just a side-benefit of God’s 
real purpose: to spend time with 
us. That’s the tale the Christmas 
gifts tell in this, our valley. Merry 
Christmas everyone – and Happy 
New Year!

 
Keith Axberg writes on matters 

concerning life and faith. He can be 
reached at kfaxberg@gmail.com. 

This, Our Valley By Keth Axberg THE TALES GIFTS TELL
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light – Isaiah 9
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B11

Sudoku
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

THEME: ANCIENT HISTORY

ACROSS
1. Imposing abode
6. ____ ____ mode
9. Musical finale
13. Declares to be true
14. Bud or chum
15. Petroleum tanker
16. Relating to a gene
17. “La” precursor
18. Big Dipper shape
19. *Between Stone Age and Bronze 
Age
21. Concentration equalizing process
23. *E in BCE
24. Youngster
25. *The Romans built one at Bath’s 
hot springs
28. Make like a cat
30. Mountain cover
35. Instinctive motive
37. “General Hospital,” e.g.
39. Fresh Prince: “____ ya later!”
40. Lose coat
41. Upside down frown
43. Original thought
44. Not odds
46. Distinctive elegance
47. Feeling great delight
48. Mr. Selfridge’s sphere of exper-
tise
50. Green-eyed monster
52. *Early christogram Chi ____
53. In the back
55. Granola grain
57. *Italian city, Mount Vesuvius’ 
victim
61. *Pharaoh’s resting place
65. Tear-jerker
66. *The ____ Peoples, attackers of 
ancient Egypt
68. *Infamous Athens’ legislator
69. Continental money
70. Lincoln lumber
71. Itsy-bitsy bits
72. Pre-Soviet Russian ruler
73. Opposite of WSW
74. *Per Aristotle, there are 3 cate-
gories of this
DOWN
1. Gaspar, Balthasar and Melchior
2. Affirm solemnly
3. Wag of a finger
4. Don’t cast your pearls before it
5. Inner wall of a trench
6. Altar holder
7. *____ Tzu, ancient Chinese phi-
losopher

8. Metallic mixture
9. Bye in Palermo
10. Auto pioneer
11. Kosher eatery
12. *One of Greek mythology’s 
twelve Olympians
15. *Mesoamerica’s earliest known 
civilization
20. One maxwell per square centi-
meter
22. ____, snowshoe, tube
24. Movie teaser
25. *Mesopotamia’s earliest civili-
zation

26. Establish validity
27. End of a shoelace
29. *Romulus’ domain
31. Ruler of emirate
32. Mothball substitute
33. 1st letter of Hebrew alphabet

34. *Founder of first Academy in Athens
36. *Virgil wrote of this volcano in 
the “Aeneid”
38. Blueprint or outline
42. Diplomat on a mission
45. “The Odyssey” temptresses
49. Hula accessory

51. Jamaican gang member
54. Bridal path
56. Divination card
57. *Virgil or Homer
58. Cross to bear
59. Actress Sorvino
60. Standard’s partner
61. One side of a leaf
62. *Euclid’s sphere of expertise, 
for short
63. International Civil Aviation Org.
64. Take a nap
67. Long, long time

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder
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ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

HELP WANTED

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755

For Rent, Available November 
1:  professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes 
common area conference room, 

utilities, and other amenities. 
$285/mo. 640-1351The Ruby Valley Medical 

Center is accepting 
applications for the following 

nursing positions: (1) Full-
Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844

SERVICES

HEY YOU!
The Madisonian in Ennis, 

Mont., is currently seeking 
a CIRCULATION MANAGER/

OFFICE ASSISTANT.
The position is responsible 

for delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. 

PT /FT is negotiable for the 
right candidate.

To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at 

eleonard@madisoniannews.com 
or stop in at 

65 N MT HWY 287 in Ennis.

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

FOR SALE

1953 Plymo with 28,000 miles, 
original. Call 842-5321 for more 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

OROR send a text
596-7003596-7003

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Medical Biller/Coder. Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Montana Department of Revenue 
Property Valuation Specialist 

III Position # 18143038 Virginia 
City, Montana $34,668 - $35,987/
yr DOQ Job closes 12/28/18 To 

apply for this job posting, please 
see: http://statecareers.mt.gov/

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Maintenance Manager. 

Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Patient Care Coordinator. 

Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

OPEN

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Backroad Antiques is 
Open For Business!

Hwy. 287 W. between 
D&D Auto and the bowling alley 

in Ennis. 
Winter Hours: 

Fri & Sat, 
11 am - 4 pm

Studio Apartment for rent. 
Contact Jamie at 406-581-9219

Hay Camp Ranch is looking for 
a dependable night calver, from 
January 1st through April 1st. 

The job would include, calving, 
cleaning stalls, doctoring cattle, 
etc. From January 1st through 
February 1st, there will be a 
months’ worth of day work, 

then it would continue primarily 
during the night. Wages depend 

upon experience. If you have any 
questions or would like to apply 
please contact the Ranch Manag-

er at 406-579-9708

Harrison Public School has 
an opening for assistant cook 

effective January 6, 2020 for the 
balance of the school year. The 

position is 25-30 hours per week 
and pays $10.50 per hour along 
with $237.50 to $475 per month 

to apply towards insurance. If the 
applicant already has insurance, 
the insurance contributions may 

be taken as salary. Interested 
applicants should contact the 

school to get an application. The 
successful candidate will need to 
pass a background check. Given 

the upcoming holiday, appli-
cants may also submit a letter 
of interest and a resume to Mr. 
Hofman at fhofman@harrison.
k12.mt.usor via US Mail at PO 
Box 7, Harrison, MT 59735. If 

anyone would like more informa-
tion, please contact Mr. Hofman 

or district clerk, Judi Ward at 
406-685-3428.

2006 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-
636R Sportbike for free It is 
in excellent condition 100% 

mechanically. 
If interested pls contact: 
parololazrus@gmail.com

FREE

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

is expanding and has new employment
opportunities to work with our dynamic team!

 We are seeking positive professionals who are motivated, organized and creative with
excellent interpersonal communication and customer service skills with diverse populations. 
  We offer health insurance, retirement plan, personal time off, paid holidays and a family friendly 
work environment. The positions are 40 hours/week including night/weekend work, travel and 
office hours in Havre. Ability to lift 25 lbs.

Eligibility Specialist
·  Determine income, child care hours and assist families in connecting with important   
   social services.
·  Excellent attention to detail, accurate math skills, experience with Microsoft O·  Excellent attention to detail, accurate math skills, experience with Microsoft Office and                
   database programs.
·  AS degree in Human Services, Early Childhood or Elementary Education OR case  
   management, customer relations or general office experience. M-F 8am-5pm. Wage is             
   $13+ DOE.

Professional Development Specialist
·  Support child care providers, facilitate/plan distance/onsite classroom training.
·  Build relationships with child care providers and professionals in the early ·  Build relationships with child care providers and professionals in the early 
   childhood field through onsite visits, local/state/national conferences, training, outreach    
   activities, task forces and other events.

Experience working in a child care facility required. Early Childhood or related AS/BS degree 
preferred. Wage is $15+ DOE.

Program Director / Outreach and Communication Specialist
·  Conduct community outreach, collaboration, partnerships and relationship building.
·  Manage consumer education, marketing, advertising, social media and communication.·  Manage consumer education, marketing, advertising, social media and communication.
·  Provide leadership, supervise staff, facilitate meetings, manage reporting and program 
   requirements.

BS degree in Media/Marketing, Communications, Human Services, Business or related field and 
experience in marketing, outreach, supervision and management. Wage is $17+ DOE.

To apply, please email your cover letter and resume to VeronicaM@FamilyConnectionsMT.org

 

Family Connections Montana 

When you clean, drain & dry 
your watercraft and fishing gear, 

Thank you. you help protect 
Montana’s water.

WATER USERSBOATERS ANGLERS

CleanDrainDryMT.com

Wanted! A house to purchase in 
Ennis or within 10 miles. Mini-
mum of 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, 
1990 or newer and mountain 

views. Minor repairs will be con-
sidered. May pay up to $220,000 
CASH for the right house. Send 
pictures and call or text info to 

715-210-8913.

Ennis Community Children’s 
School is currently looking for 

subs. Please call 581-9422 for to 
get on our list and come play!

Small house for rent in Pony. 
Short or long term. Furnished. 

Loft sleeping. 
Kitchen and shower, W/D.

Call 685-3530

WANTED

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755
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Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
 
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Deputy Sheriff, Madison County Sheriff’s Office, Virginia City-Full-time $23.47 hourly;  
 District 1, Road and Bridge Technician , Alder-Full-time Seasonal $18.50 to $23.12 hourly; and  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response. 

 
 
 

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 
Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  

                             
  (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (12.25.19) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #274
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #275
POSITION OPEN- Scobey 
Golf Clubhouse Manager, 

Scobey, Montana. Full-time 
seasonal position from April 1 
through October 31. For more 

information please contact 
scobeygolfcourse@nemont.net

Ad #269
Handyman work available 
through national property 

preservation company 
SINGLESOURCE PROPERTY 

SOLUTIONS including 

winterizations, exterior 
maintenance and junk 

removals. Call (866) 620-7577 
and ask for Recruitment or 

email PropPresRecruitment@
singlesourceproperty.com!

Ad #279
Family Connections of Montana 

seeks motivated, organized 
and creative professionals with 
excellent communication and 
customer service skills with 
diverse populations. View 
our opportunities at: www.
FamilyConnectionsMT.org

Ad #272
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running

Bi-Monthly routes. Actively 

seeking Coyotes, Heavy Cats, 
Fox, Deer/Elkhides and Antler. 

Coyote market exceptional. (308) 
750-0700. www.petskafur.net

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can see 

that classified advertising works! 
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 
the small investment of $149. Call 

and email us today to see how 
you can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Cheers to 
another 

successful 
year!

Thank you for your support, see you in 2019!
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
DECEMBER 26, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN RE THE 
ESTATE OF Probate No. DP-29-2019-30 
GANEL GAY GIVEN, 
Deceased. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the 
Decedent are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to LORI A. HARSHBARGER, the Personal 
Representative, return receipt requested, 
c/o HARSHBARGER LAW FIRM., P.O. 
Box 310, Dillon, MT 59725 or filed with the 
Clerk of the above Court. “I declare under 
penalty of perjury under the laws of the state 
of Montana that the foregoing is true and 
correct.” DATED this 4th day of December, 
2019.
/s/ LORI HARSHBARGER
C/O HARSHBARGER LAW FIRM
PO BOX 310 
DILLON, MT 59725
(Pub. Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019) 
HARSHBARGER
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, 
MADISON COUNTY IN RE THE ESTATE OF 
Probate No. DP-29-2019-26
PHYLLIS PATRlCIA PETERSON, 
Deceased. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the 
Decedent are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to K. WALTON PETERSON, the Personal 
Representative, return receipt requested, c/o 
HARSHBARGER LAW FIRM, P.O. Box 310, 
Dillon, MT 59725 or filed with the Clerk of 
the above Court. “I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the state of Montana 
that the foregoing is true and correct.” DATED 
this 4TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2019.
/S/ K. WALTON PETERSON
C/O HARSHBARGER LAW FIRM
PO BOX 310 
DILLON, MT 59725
(Pub. Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019) 
HARSHBARGER
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO PRO-
TEST ISSUANCE OF ONE NEW 
MONTANA ALL-ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES LICENSE
THE BARN SPIRITS LLC (Samuel Byrne 
and Matthew Kidd, Owner(s)) has applied for 
one new Montana All-Alcoholic Beverages 
License No. 25-999-4521-009 to be 
operated at THE BARN SPIRITS LLC, 276 
Yellowstone Mountain Club Trail, Big Sky, 
Madison County. The public may protest this 
license transfer in accordance with the law. 
Who can protest this transfer? Protests will 

be accepted from residents of the county 
of the proposed location Madison County, 
residents of adjoining Montana counties, 
and residents of adjoining counties in 
another state if the criteria in 16-4-207(4)
(d), Montana Code Annotated (MCA), are 
met. What information must be included? 
Protest letters must be legible and contain 
(1) the protestor’s full name, mailing address, 
and street address; (2) the license number 
25-999-4521-009 and the applicant’s name 
THE BARN SPIRITS LLC; (3) an indication 
that the letter is intended as a protest; (4) 
a description of the grounds for protesting; 
and (5) the protestor’s signature. A letter with 
multiple signatures will be considered one 
protest letter. What are valid protest grounds? 
The protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity 
of the proposed location will be adversely 
and seriously affected. How are protests 
submitted? Protests must be postmarked to 
the Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before January 19, 2020. 
What happens if the transfer is protested? 
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or Big Sky. All valid protestors 
will be notified of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days. A protester’s hearing 
testimony is limited to the grounds in the 
protester’s letter. Following the hearing, the 
Department of Revenue will notify the public 
whether the license transfer is approved or 
denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 
at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Jamie Williams, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at 444-
0712 or jwilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. Dec. 19, 26, 2019) 
DEPT REV
MNAXLP

NOTICE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
REQUEST FOR FLOODPLAIN 
DEVELOPMENT PERMITS
The Madison County Floodplain 
Administrator has received two Floodplain 
Development Permit application requests 
from Brown and Associates, Inc., on behalf of 
Rick Remitz to build two separate residential 
home structures and accompanying 
driveways/access roads within the Regulated 
Flood Hazard Area of the Jefferson River 
near Silver Star. The projects will not involve 
any work on the river bank nor encroach into 
any water bodies or designated wetlands. 
The first subject property is located off 
Loch Leven Lane in Section 13, Township 
2 South, Range 6 West, P.M.M., Madison 
County, MT. The second subject property 
is located off Dean Drive in Section 13, 
Township 2 South, Range 6 West, P.M.M., 
Madison County, MT. A detailed description 

of the proposed project is available for review 
at the Madison County Planning Office, 
103 W. Wallace, Virginia City, MT 59755. 
Comments concerning the above request 
should be directed to the Madison County 
Floodplain Administrator via mail to P.O. Box 
278, Virginia City, MT 59755; by phone to 
(406) 843-5250; by fax to (406) 843-5229; 
or email to CMarxer@madisoncountymt.gov. 
Comments will be received through 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, January 17, 2020. In the event 
of substantial comment or protest to the 
issuance of the permits, the Madison County 
Floodplain Administrator may hold a public 
hearing to determine whether the permit 
shall be issued. Cody Marxer, Floodplain 
Administrator Madison County
(Pub. Dec. 26, Jan. 2, 2019) 
MC PLANNING BOARD
MNAXLP

ENNIS TOWN COMMISSION 
VACANCY
The Town of Ennis is looking for an 
interested person to serve on the Ennis 
Town Commission. The position requires 
the applicant to be a resident within the 
incorporated limits of the Town of Ennis. 
(The term being filled will go up for election 
at the next Municipal Election for the Town of 
Ennis.) If you are interested in this position, 
send a letter of interest to: Town of Ennis, 
PO Box 147, Ennis, MT. 59729, or drop off 
at Ennis Town Hall. Deadline for application 
is January 2, 2020. If you have any question 
regarding this position, call Ginger at 682-
4287 or come in to Town Hall during normal 
business hours.
(Pub. Dec. 26, Jan 2. 2019) 
ENNIS TOWN
MNAXLP

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

ALFORMONTANA.COM

I’ve appreciated serving our country in the military 
and Montana in the State Legislature. Please keep my 
family in your heart as I “aim high” to serve you in the 
#1 Public Service Office - as Montana’s next Governor!  

Merry Christmas!

Save the date and vote on June 2, 2020!

PARENTHOOD IS AN 
ADVENTURE
SAVING FOR THEIR COLLEGE EDUCATION IS SIMPLE

START SAVING WITH AS LITTLE AS $25 A MONTH

AchieveMontana.com • 1.877.486.9271

For more information about Achieve Montana, download an Enrollment Kit at achievemontana.com or call 
877.486.9271. The Enrollment Kit includes a Program Description that discusses investment objectives, risks, 

charges, expenses, and other important information; read and consider it carefully before investing.

ATTENTION 
SUBSCRIBERS!

JUST A FRIENDLY NOTE 
TO SUBSCRIBERS:

WHEN YOU MOVE OR 
CHANGE YOUR MAILING 

ADDRESS PLEASE LET 
US KNOW HERE AT THE 

MADISONIAN SO WE CAN 
ENSURE TIMELY DELIVERY.

December 26, 2019B7THE MADISONIAN



Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 28: water world

“The Situation of our last Camp Councill Bluff or Handssom Prarie appears to be a verry proper place for a Tradeing 
establishment & fortification    The Soil of the Bluff well adapted for Brick, Great deel of timbers above in the two Points.    

many other advantages of a Small nature.    and I am told Senteral to Several nations    Viz. one Days march from the 
Ottoe Town, one Day & a half from the great Pania  village, 2 days from the Mahar Towns, two ¼ Days from the Loups 

Village, & Convenient to the Countrey thro: which Bands of the Soux hunt.”
—William Clark, August 3, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

William Clark’s vision for 
a fort at Council Bluff was 
realized fifteen years later 
when Col. Henry Atkinson 
led an expedition of 1,120 
men to build a string of forts 
up the Missouri River. Their 
trial steamboats floundered 
against the river’s currents, 
sandbars, and snags, making 
Council Bluff the terminus of 
the expedition. The soldiers 
constructed a short-lived fort 
in the woodlands below the 
bluff. Severe winter condi-
tions contributed to scurvy, 
claiming the lives of 160 
men, followed by record high 
spring runoff that flooded the 
fort and necessitated recon-
struction on top of the bluff, 
per Clark’s recommendations. 

Fort Atkinson served as 
the gateway to the fur trade, 
becoming the first military 
post west of the Missouri 
River, the largest in the coun-
try. Westward colonization 
brought an end to the fort by 
1827. It was reconstructed in 
the 1980s and 90s as Fort At-
kinson State Historical Park. 

The Missouri River long 
ago shifted three miles east of 
the fort, while ongoing flood 
conditions made landing 
impossible, so we paddled 
downriver to Omaha and 
caught a ride back. 

Finding a dry and legal 
place to camp near Oma-
ha proved problematic. We 
stopped to assess our options 
by Freedom Park, a Naval 
museum featuring a ship, sub-
marine, jet and other military 
hardware. Unable to locate 
any place to camp legally, we 
ultimately pitched tents with-
in the park, which was other-
wise closed due to flooding.  
Scott called it, “the coolest 
campsite ever.” I hid my green 
tent between two green army 
trucks grown over with grass, 
vines, and brush, as if hiding 
out in a post-apocalyptic era.

John paddled onward, 
bound for the finish line in 
St. Louis. I was sorry to lose 

him from the expedition, 
but he was urgently needed 
back home. The rest of us 
hunkered down for another 
major thunderstorm, which 
dropped a couple inches of 
rain, but thankfully tapered 
off by morning. We hiked 
uptown and caught a ride to 
Fort Atkinson. 

Although Fort Atkinson 
was a military post, it’s loca-
tion far from civilization ne-
cessitated self-sufficiency, and 
most soldiers were employed 
tending crops and livestock. 
Re-enactors fired the can-
on, skinned and processed a 
bison, demonstrated black-
smithing, tinwork, and Dutch 
oven cooking, among dozens 
of activities. 

Back in Omaha, we walked 
past homeless camps towards 
our riverside hideout, I too 
felt homeless. Hiding out 
in the bushes like fugitives 
gnawed on my nerves. Did 
anyone molest our tents or 
canoes? Would we get in trou-
ble for camping in the closed 
park? Wading through the 
flooded access road and mud 
to get to our mosquito-in-
fested camp amid the flood 
debris, I wondered if condi-
tions might continue like this 
all the way to St. Louis.

In the morning we pad-
dled down to Riverfront 
Marina, which was also closed 
due to flooding, but parked 
our canoes and climbed over 
the fence to tour the town. 
We enjoyed a short visit next 
door at National Park Service 
headquarters for the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic 
Trail.

Back on the river, we 
paddled to Haworth Park 
Campground by Bellevue, 
which was entirely flooded 
except for half the parking 
lot by the submerged boat 
ramp. We pitched our tents 
on the asphalt. The nearby 
Children’s Lewis & Clark 
Interpretive Art Wall tells the 
Corps of Discovery story in 
hand-painted tiles created by 
school kids grades 3 through 
6 from communities along the 

trail. It is a fantastic mural. 

The morning sun brought 
local police to investigate our 
tents in the closed camp-
ground, but they accepted 
our need for a safe campsite 
and wished us well. Flooding 
is widespread, but not deep. 
The river is lined with houses 
and campers on tiny islands 
surrounded by water, or at 
worst flooded a foot deep on 
the lower levels. 

I can imagine folks clean-
ing up after spring flooding 
and putting their lives back 
together, but it’s been six 
months of repeated flooding 
with no end of sight. Early 
snowfall on saturated soils 
across the Rocky Mountains 
and Great Plains hints at more 
flooding to come. Rather than 
a post-apocalyptic world, it 
seemed like a pre-apocalyptic 
glimpse of the new normal in 
a climate-changed world.

We haven’t seen any 
boats on the river in days, 
not because it is particularly 
dangerous, but because the 
access ramps and marinas are 

all closed due to flooding.  It 
is safe enough to paddle down 

the channel, giving wide berth 
to breaks in the levees where 

swift currents exit or re-enter 
the main channel. 

A re-enactor fires the cannon at Fort Atkinson.

Paw-paw fruits have a banana custard-like flavor. We ate many fresh fruits, and I canned four jars 
for the journey.

Pet of the Week

Murrow!  I bring greetings from all of us, but especially my sister Trista 
and me.  We love a home together, but if that isn’t possible we could go 

separately.  We lost my dad last year in March and have been looking for a 
loving forever and ever home since.  We are inside only kids and are UTD on 
vaccinations so all is taken care of.  Well we will need our boosters but that isn’t 
much.  We are good loving babies.  Sometimes it sounds like Trista is saying 
Momma when our caretaker comes in.  Purrease 
would you call  Misty at 439-1405 soon and ask about 
one or both of us?  Thanks in advance, Tyrell.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

406-682-7151  |   www.ennis.vet
Tyrell

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Tanya Matson
Sales Associate

406.580.6987

www.PureWestRealEstate.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed

Happy Holidays!
We wish you a warm and bright season of cheer,

And a prosperous and joyful New Year.

Best Wishes to all, 
from Dawn, Tanya and Jenny

Jenny Rohrback
Sales Associate

406.868.3175

Why we choose Montana. Why we choose Montana. 
Everytime.Everytime.

Tis' the SeasonTis' the Season
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

  
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH

“Now, if thou wishest to know
the true remedy which will heal
man from all sickness and will

give him the health of the divine
kingdom, know that it is the

precepts and teachings of God.
Focus thine 

attention upon them.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street · Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please call 

at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

Thursday, December 26 – Steak & cheese quesadilla, 
fruit, dessert
Friday, December 27 – Shrimp alfredo, salad, garlic 
bread, dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday December 30 – Broccoli cheese soup, salad, 
roll, dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, December 31 – Chicken & stuffing, veggies, 
dessert - Pan at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 1 – CLOSED, HAPPY NEW YEAR
Thursday, January 2 – Pork loin, baked potato, veggies, 
fruit, dessert
Friday, January 3 – Shrimp Po Boy, fries, veggie sticks, 
dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY - NOON – 4 P.M. -  COMMUNITY 
PRIME RIB DINNER - MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Friday, December 27 - Leftover prime rib (or cook’s 
choice)
Monday, December 30 - Breakfast, cheddar & ham 
omelet, assorted pastries, fruit
Wednesday,  December 31 - 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  
Surf & Turf, mashed potatoes, salad, and dessert

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

I’ve been wondering if we 
should have followed John’s lead 
and paddled like crazy for the 
end. But arriving at Indian Cave 
State Park in southern Nebraska, 
we found great trails to explore 
and a whole new ecological zone 
dominated by sycamore trees, 
shagbark hickory, at least two 
species of oak, and paw-paw trees 
everywhere. As a botanist-for-
ager-survivalist, finding ripe 
paw-paws has been a highlight 
of the journey. The raw fruits 
have a taste and texture similar 
to banana custard. For me, it is 
experiences like this that make 
the whole trip worthwhile.

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, 
Montana. He is the author of 
Green Prosperity: Quit Your Job, 
Live Your Dreams. Go to www.El-
pel.info to learn more about Tom’s 
books, the Missouri River Corps 
of Rediscovery, and the expedition 
fundraiser for the Jefferson River 
Canoe Trail.
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Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 12/27

SAT 12/28

SUN 12/29

NATHAN NORTH
LOOPER EXTRAORDINAIRE

 NEIL FILO BEDDOW
ORIGINAL FOLK/ROCK

ACOUSTIC ROLL
ROOTS ROCK

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
FROZEN II (PG)FROZEN II (PG)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
The Good Liar (R)

PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

MONDAYS 
2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. 

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
5 p.m.
Second Wednesday of 
each month
Ennis School Board Mtg.
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 

Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY

2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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If you would like to post an event 
on our events website, 

outpostevents.net

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
CANDLELIGHT 

SERVICE
December 24, 6 p.m.: 

Madison Valley Baptist 
Church

December 24, 5:30 p.m.: 
Lighthouse Fellowship 

101 First St, Ennis

December 24, 7 p.m.:  
Christ Episcopal Church in 

Sheridan

December 24, 7 p.m.:
Candlelit Christmas Eve 

Service
At the Madison Valley 

Presbyterian Church in Ennis

December 24, 7 p.m.: 
Christmas Eve Service

At St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Virginia City

December 24, 7:30 p.m.:
Bethel United Methodist 

Church, Sheridan

CHRISTMAS DINNER & 
FELLOWSHIP

December 25, 12-4 p.m.:  
Prime Rib Dinner

to be served at the 
Twin Bridges Senior 
Community Center

Let us know about your 
Christmas services at editor@

madisoniannews.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25

MERRY 
MERRY 
MERRY!
Have a wonderful holiday!

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

Happy Holidays
WE WILL BE CLOSED

December 23, 2019 through  
January 15, 2020

Dinner
Thursday- Saturday 5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Sunday 9am to 2pm

Reservations are Recommended
Call Us at 684.5959 for More Information

Mahalo Nui Loa for Your Support in 
2020!Mele Kalikimaka!
Hauoli Makahiki Ho!

happy holidayhappy holiday

MONDAYS THROUGH THE SUPERBOWL
6 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Virginia City Elks Lodge Monday Night Football
This is a fundraising effort to keep the Lodge Open. Upstairs in the Bar at the 

Elks Lodge #390 in Virginia City. For more information call 406.843.5464.

FRIDAYS DURING FOOTBALL SEASON
5 p.m. 

Virginia City Elks Lodge Friday Night "Happy Hours"
Bring an appetizer to share. Funds go to helping keep the Lodge Open. For 

more information call 406.843.5464.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia City. Open to all 
seeking entertainment, intellectual or spiritual growth and local culture. To 
perform, contact Toni James for reservations at (406) 843-5454 or email 

ranksmerc@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia City. Open to all 
seeking entertainment, intellectual or spiritual growth and local culture. To 
perform, contact Toni James for reservations at (406) 843-5454 or email 

ranksmerc@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia City. Open to all 
seeking entertainment, intellectual or spiritual growth and local culture. To 
perform, contact Toni James for reservations at (406) 843-5454 or email 

ranksmerc@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia City. Open to all 
seeking entertainment, intellectual or spiritual growth and local culture. To 
perform, contact Toni James for reservations at (406) 843-5454 or email 

ranksmerc@yahoo.com.
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