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NORRIS—The cleanup efforts 
came just in the nick of time.

The community of Norris was evac-
uated last Tuesday, July 17, and the 
intersection of highways 84 and 287 
shut down as workers from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
Montana Department of Environmen-
tal Quality disposed of some harmful 
and volatile chemicals found at the site 
of the former Norris Labs.

Norris Labs had been an assay test-
ing and chemical analysis facility until 
it was closed earlier this year by the 
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, according to EPA.

The lab worked primarily with the 
mining industry.

Last week, hundreds of containers 
of hazardous substances – including 
strychnine sulfide, hydrof luoric acid, 
ammonium hydroxide and perchloric 
acid – were extracted from multiple 
buildings at the facility, which sits in 
the center of Norris less than 300 yards 
from a gas station.

Some of the substances found were 
improperly stored, including some that 
were f lammable or explosive. Some 
substances had been f lushed down 
the facility’s toilet into a septic tank. 
Hazardous materials had leached out 
of their containers and into surround-
ing soil, potentially leaching into Hot 
Springs Creek.

In addition to the hazardous mate-
rials, responders—who came from the 
EPA, DEQ, Montana Department of 
Emergency Services, Montana State 
Patrol, Madison County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Missoula County Explosive Or-
dinance Disposal (EOD) Team and 
others—found electronic debris like 
circuitry on the property, which can 
also leak substances like battery f lu-
id or other contaminants into the sur-

rounding ground.
The EPA learned of the improper-

ly stored chemicals at the end of June 
after a routine OSHA inspection led 
to the lab’s closure. EPA immediate-
ly began formulating a response plan: 
They started by collaborating with Bob 
Prather, the owner of the property and 
the lab’s chemist, but learned that the 
owner wouldn’t be able to fund the 
cleanup. So EPA turned to the national 
EPA body for a response team, which 
was provided on June 21.

The most dangerously volatile 
chemicals found on the property in-
cluded chloric acid and piric acid that 
had been improperly stored, says Mar-
tin McComb, the EPA contact for the 
project. He calls them “well-known ex-
plosive risks.” When those chemicals 
are improperly stored, as the ones at 
Norris had been, and are exposed to a 
freeze-thaw cycle of weather, they can 
crystallize and become highly explo-
sive. 

Some of those chemicals had al-
ready crystallized, McComb said, in-
cluding bottles of chloric acid and piric 
acid. Some bottles were so extensively 
crystallized they could not be moved to 
the disposal trailer and had to be neu-
tralized on-site: The EOD team was 
called in to ensure that the cleanup 
wouldn’t cause any volatile reactions.

Most of the containers of hazard-
ous materials were moved by EOD to 
a bomb-proof trailer. Those containers 
were then transported two miles out-
side of town before being neutralized 
by detonation. However, some of the 
containers were too volatile even to 
move off the property, so they were 
disposed of on-site using controlled 
explosives. 

One of the most immediate con-
cerns for the EPA was the proximity of 
the chemicals to Hot Springs Creek and 
downstream Norris Hot Springs. The 
lab sat very near a storm drain, says 
McComb, so the damage if the chem-

icals had reached the waterway could 
have been severe.

“We were pretty worried about it,” 
says McComb. “We sampled upstream 
and downstream and a nearby lagoon 
and didn’t pick up anything. But with 
a storm drain that leads directly to 
the creek, we may not have caught it 
during a storm.” 

At this point, says McComb, now 
that those chemicals have been re-
moved and disposed of, and once the 
contaminated soil is scraped from the 
surrounding area, there are likely to 
be no adverse effects for Hot Springs 
Creek or the Norris Hot Springs them-
selves. 

Prather and some of his former em-
ployees were living on the property 
where the chemicals were found. When 
tested, some showed physical ramifica-
tions from the improperly stored chem-

Norris evacuated for hazardous 
chemical cleanup by EPA

Volatile, flammable
chemicals found in

local lab facility

Above left: Signage for the laboratory. Above right: Conditions inside the laboratory. (EPA photos)

TWIN BRIDGES – Following 
a moment of silence to honor By-
ron Bayers—the Round Barn Her-
eford rancher and former school 
board member passed away Sun-
day, July 15—the Twin Bridges 
School board focused on getting 
ready for the coming school year 
at their meeting Tuesday, July 17.

The main consideration was 
the school’s budget; another was a 
request by the town of Twin Bridg-
es for a decision on a proposed 
sidewalk and storm sewer project 
in which the school is the largest 
landowner. 

Budget 
New Superintendent Thad Kai-

ser told the board that the budget 
would offer a “preliminary idea” 
of how much money the district 
has available. The 2018-19 budget 
will be approved in August. Mad-
ison County, Kaiser explained, 
holds the school’s cash, and it is 
the board’s job to make sure its 
cash is in line at the end of the 
school year.

Kaiser pointed out some con-
cerns to the board:

• The technology fund would 
be coming up short, he said. 
While this fund can carry money 
over year-to-year, the 2017-18 bud-
get shows $37,000 in actual cash, 
which came from a state grant. 
However, this money no longer 
exists because it was withdrawn 
by the state during the last legisla-
tive session. Kaiser said the school 
could use general fund money to 
fill that space but pointed out that 
this is a “huge chunk” of the dis-
trict’s overall expenses.

• The 201 fund shows a cash 
reserve of $107,000 remaining for 
2017-18.  But bills not yet paid will 
chew up all but $10,000 remaining 
in this account.

• The reserve fund has 
$111,000 in it, but Kaiser recom-
mended that some of this be used 
to purchase a route bus, an action 
the board approved. The district 
found a $79,0000 gas-run bus that 
was less expensive than the alter-
native, an $88,000 diesel model, 
and approved the trade in of two 
old buses to bring the cost down 
to $71,000.

• The special needs fund will 
need monitoring, school Business 
Manager JoyAnn Breakall told the 
board. There was a Certificate of 
Deposit in these funds, but this 
was used. Breakall said a big ex-
pense for the 2018-19 school year 
will be new students with high 
needs entering the district.

• An elementary reading text-
book proved more expensive than 
expected, Kaiser told the board. 
The current textbook was written 
before Common Core require-
ments were instituted, and locat-

Twin Bridges 
school looks 
to new year

Budget, town 
request focus of 
board meeting
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TWIN continued on A2

NORRIS continued on A2

ENNIS—Where are they all 
coming from?

It’s a common refrain 
throughout the Madison Valley 
during the summer: motorists 
and pedestrians alike wondering 
who in their right mind would 
choose to bike over the hills 
separating Ennis from Virginia 

City and West Yellowstone, clad 
in those Lycra get ups no less. 

And where are they going?
The answer to both of those 

questions could be anywhere 
in the country, or even interna-
tionally. As it turns out, those 
cyclists pedaling through the 
valley are mostly touring - a dif-
ferent label than “tourists,” but 
they might be that too.

Bicycle touring is a unique 
activity among the cycling com-
munity that focuses less on ex-
ercise and competition and more 
on adventure and a bucket-list 
type of ambition. Long-distance 
cycling trips are broken up over 
days, weeks or even months, 
and can be either supported or 
non-supported. Those cyclists 
you see on the road with packs 
slung over their tires are prob-
ably on a self-supported trip, 

meaning they have everything 
they’ll need to get themselves 
from point A to point B, all 
packed on their bikes.

Why here?
As it turns out, one of Amer-

ica’s largest touring routes goes 
straight through the Madison 
Valley. 

The TransAmerica route was 
the brainchild of two couples 
who developed a common idea 
while in college at the Univer-
sity of Montana in Missoula. 
Dan and Lys Burden and Greg 
and June Siple hatched the idea 
of creating a “Bikecentennial” 
in the early 1970s to bike from 
one side of the United States to 
the other in honor of the nation’s 
200th birthday. After years of 
planning, the inaugural event in 
1976 drew over 4,000 cyclists 

and set the stage for thousands 
of future riders. 

The Bikecentennial endeav-
or grew into the Adventure Cy-

cling Association, a nonprofit 
organization based in Missou-

An Odyssey on two wheels
Cross-country

touring trail
draws

adventurous
cyclists
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TOUR continued on A3

A group of touring cyclists pedals through Glacier National 
Park. The TransAmerica Trail, a popular touring route, runs 
coast-to-coast and passes through the Madison and Ruby val-
leys. (Tom Robertson/Adventure Cycling Association)
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ing a book written to Common 
Core standards was harder to 
find.

Personnel also posed some 
considerations for the board. 

• The board sought a wage 
matrix (a look at how much em-
ployees are paid in similar school 
districts) for its classified, or 
hourly, employees. New board 
member Patty Nelson wondered 
how the district’s hourly em-
ployees would fit into this ma-
trix. Kaiser reminded the board 
that classified employees were 
hired on annual contracts with 
no guarantees of payment year-
to-year; he also noted that the 
matrix used by the schools was 
“imperfect.” 

• The board discussed cost-
of-living raises for classified 
employees and debated offering 
those employees a 2 percent in-
crease in pay across the board, 
amounting to a bump of about 
25 cents per hour. There was 
also discussion of a 1 percent 
raise along with a 1 percent bo-
nus, as had been done with dis-
trict teachers, who are certified 
employees. However, the board 
decided instead to maintain the 
current wage structure and offer 
a retroactive increase when they 
could reach a conclusion about 
how much this should be.

• Breakall announced that 
she is looking to retire, but wants 
to stay on with the district until 
someone could be hired to re-
place her. She said it could take 

a year to train a person to han-
dle all of the things she does, and 
that her job requires 40-50 hours 
per week. She suggested hiring 
someone part-time—recalling 
being “tossed into” things when 
she first started—saying this 
would offer security in making 
the transition. Kaiser agreed that 
there would be transition costs, 
and noted that maintaining the 
efficiency of the work would be 
an important factor.

Town proposal
Board members Gary Konen 

and Steve Janzen met with Twin 
Bridges town council about a 
project the town wants to do on 
Tuesday, July 10, prior to the 
board’s meeting.

The town received a grant 
from MDOT to construct side-
walks on Main Street, a project 
that would begin in 2020. The 
town and the school were to split 
the costs of this as part of the 
grant.

However, part of the MDOT 
stipulation says that the city 
would have to put in a storm sew-
er system. The total for the proj-
ects together tallied $1.5 million, 
Janzen and Konen told the board.

Since the school is the larg-
est landowner in Twin Bridges, 
the town council planned to base 
their decision on what the school 
wanted to do: If the school board 
approved of the project, school 
grounds would be part of a town-
wide storm sewer system with 

sidewalks. If the board decid-
ed against the project, the town 
would do it in small chunks, 
phasing in the storm sewers 
gradually.

In order to do this project, 
the town would have to create a 
special tax district. If the project 
were to be a town-wide effort, 
the entire community would be 
part of this tax district. If the 
project were to be a smaller ef-
fort, the school and its neighbors 
would be part of the special tax 
district.

When Konen and Janzen met 
with the town council they were 
asked to bring this information 
back to the board, so the board 
could vote on this and help the 
town make a decision – go big or 
piecemeal the project.

The town asked the school 
board to consider two things:

• A memorandum of under-
standing between the two enti-
ties that said the city and school 
would each pay 13.2 percent of 
the project, their share of the 
MDOT grant – there was no 
specific figure mentioned, but 
Janzen said it would be about 
$45,000.

• To make a decision on 
whether the school wanted to be 
included in a larger construction 
project or the smaller phased out 
one.

The board was taken aback 
by the lack of public input into 
the proposed project. Wentzel, 
Nelson and Konen mentioned 

this.
Konen said he was con-

cerned about the larger project 
idea getting backed up and the 
costs going through the roof.

The board nixed taking any 
action on what the town want-
ed, noting that without more in-
formation about the particulars 
of the project and more public 
input, they would not proceed, 
although they were in favor of 
taking the steps necessary to 
procure the grant for the side-
walks.

In other business:
• After a lengthy discussion 

about roles, the board approved 
Amy Mailey as cheer coach, 
Bobette Ferris as Middle School 
Girls Basketball coach; Andy 
Nye as Middle School Boys 
Basketball coach; and Rob Lott 
as High School Girls Basketball 
coach and Middle School Boys 
Football coach.

• Approved the student hand-
books for the 2018-19 school 
year with some minor changes.

• Kaiser said new gym floor-
ing should be finished by school 
start date, depending on how 
quickly the new covering dries.

• Bus routes would feature 
no changes from last year, Kai-
ser said.

• Kaiser said that business 
teacher Jody Sandru was work-
ing on a new district website be-
ing developed under a contract. 
This should be ready at the start 
of school, he said.

icals, including elevated blood 
lead levels. 

“Residents of the property 
who worked at the lab showed 
adverse health effects due to 
their exposures,” including ex-
posure to heavy metals, says 
McComb. 

Extended exposure to 
heavy metals like lead and can 
lead to neurological disorders, 
heart and respiratory problems 
and organ failure. 

The materials disposal was 
completed on Tuesday, July 
17, but the EPA and DEQ have 
more work ahead of them to 
ensure the safety of the facil-
ity.

More cleanup efforts are 
planned to excavate and re-
move some contaminated soil 
surrounding the lab and its 
outbuildings to ensure that 
nothing is leaching into the 
surrounding land and water-
ways. The electronic waste 
that sits on the property will 
also be removed and disposed 
of, but the improperly-stored 
chemicals are gone from the 
property. 

The lab itself will also be 
cleaned and swept for any rem-
nants of hazardous materials. 

McComb says the plan for 
moving forward is a direct one. 
The EPA will also arrange for 
a waste transport to pick up the 
chemicals that were packaged 
for disposal.

Prather will not likely 
face criminal charges, says 
Madison County Sheriff Rog-
er Thompson, at least on the 
county or state level.

“In a nutshell, he just re-
alized that he didn’t have the 
financial means to mitigate the 
problems here,” says Thomp-
son. “He was cooperative with 
the EPA and DEQ and allowed 
them to come onto the proper-
ty to fix the situation.” 

The main goal, Thompson 
says, was to ensure the safety 
of the surrounding community 
and environment, especially 
since Hot Springs Creek is so 
close to the site. The highway 
closure and Norris evacuation 
were lifted, and the site no lon-
ger poses a threat to anyone 
living in the area.

TWIN from  A1: School board looks at new school year, budget, town proposal

NORRIS from  A1: Hazardous chemicals cleaned up in community in the nick of time, no damage to streams, EPA says

Left - Side of the processing/
crushing lab where excess ma-
terial was expelled onto the 
ground. Note the corrosion on 
the metal siding.

Middle - Front side of the 
assay lab. The main laboratory 
is on the right and the process-
ing/crushing lab is on the left. 
Note seepage.

Bottom - Conditions in the 
lab’s bathroom  where chem-
icals were reportedly flushed 
down the toilet into a septic 
tank.

SHERIDAN - Jackson’s Garden in Sheridan will host its 
9th annual Brunch Fundraiser on Sunday, August 5, from 10 
a.m. – 12 noon. 

An ecumenical worship service will be held at the garden at 
9 a.m. prior to the brunch.

Everyone is invited to attend. This brunch is the perfect op-
portunity for community members to enjoy good food, conver-
sation, and tour the f lower and vegetable gardens.

Brunch is by donation.
All profits will be used to fund operating expenses.
Jackson’s Garden is a non-profit organization formed to fos-

ter and grow the garden property which was generously given 

to the community by Les Jackson.
Raff le tickets are on sale now for a queen size quilt made 

and donated by Linda Day, a cedar fence post f loor coat rack 
made by Paul Marsh of Wisconsin Creek Cabin Creations, and 
a catered Mexican dinner for 8 with margaritas by Kathy Shep-
herd. 

Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20. The drawing will be held 
during the brunch but you need not be present to win. 

There will be silent auction items to bid on during the 
brunch as well. The raff le items can be viewed at Opportunity 
Bank of Sheridan and tickets can be purchased at the bank or 
from garden members.

Jackson’s Garden brunch coming August 5
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la, and a 4,200-mile route that 
crosses the country from Asto-
ria, Oregon to Yorktown, Virgin-
ia. Now, 42 years later, cyclists 
can ride the TransAmerica trail 
from east to west or west to east. 
The trip takes somewhere in the 
range of three months to com-
plete, but no matter which direc-
tion they go, they’ll pass through 
the Madison Valley.

The fourth of the ride’s 
twelve sections begins in Mis-
soula and ends in West Yellow-
stone, covering a distance of 
around 330 miles. From Missou-
la, cyclists head south through 
the Bitterroot Valley before turn-
ing east through Dillon and the 
Pioneer Mountains, and then tak-
ing a sharp northern zag to pass 
through Twin Bridges and then 
follow the Ruby Valley south-
east through Sheridan, Alder 
and Ennis en route to West Yel-
lowstone and Yellowstone Na-
tional Park. Since its inaugural 
event, thousands of cyclists have 
ridden the TransAmerica Trail, 
and if they stick to the plan, they 
ride straight up the Madison and 
Ruby valleys. 

Logistics
The TransAmerica Trail is 

usually ridden between May 
and September, which is why 
the number of cyclists jumps so 
much during the late spring and 
summer months. Since the initial 
project was created, Adventure 
Cycling has developed a network 
of maps that includes locations of 
bike shops along the way, places 
to get food and water and accom-
modations, some of which are 
cyclists-only.

One such spot is the Twin 
Bridges Bike Camp. Built in 
2009, the Bike Camp was the 
idea of Bill White, a Twin Bridg-
es resident whose curiosity was 
piqued by all the Lycra-clad cy-
clists he saw passing through the 
town on summer days. White 
thought the cyclists needed a 

place where they could safely 
store their bikes, shower, cook 
a meal or two and do any me-
chanical repairs they needed, so 
he sought the help of the com-
munity in establishing just such 
a place, across the road from the 
Madison County Fairgrounds. 

White passed away in 2012, 
but the Bike Camp that bears 
his name is still going strong. 
Cyclists who pass through Twin 
Bridges on their way down the 
valley leave appreciative notes in 
the guest book, and on the white-
board that hangs on the wall. 

They come from Canada, It-
aly, France or just somewhere 
else in Montana, but universally 
they enjoy the hospitality. Many 
are riding Adventure Cycling’s 
TransAmerica Trail, and others 
are just out for a self-guided tour. 
The facility has served hundreds 
of passing cyclists since its cre-
ation nearly a decade ago. It’s 
a unique facility, especially in 
a community the size of Twin 
Bridges, and it doesn’t go unap-
preciated.

Adventure Cycling employs 
cartographers and route special-
ists who help devise the national 
trail system, and they develop 
cross-country, loop, coastal and 
inland routes with turn-by-turn 
directions. They moved into a 
Missoula office in 1991 and have 
since mapped over 47,000 miles 
of cycling routes all over the con-
tinent. 

They try to keep the routes rel-
atively rural to avoid high-traffic 
routes like interstate highways 
and multi-lane roads that pose 
higher risks for cyclists. That 
often means more extreme eleva-
tion profiles, and it usually isn’t 
the shortest route between A and 
B, but probably the most scenic. 
The nonprofit operates largely 
on donations to support the re-
search of new routes, so cycling 
enthusiasts can sponsor a mile or 
a section of a route to fund the 
creation of new ones.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan
In the future, there may be 

even more resources for cyclists 
working their way through the 
Madison Valley and other parts 
of rural Montana. This past 
spring, the Montana Department 
of Transportation (MDT) began 
working on the Montana Pedes-
trian and Bicycle Plan, which 
should be complete in February 
of 2019. The goal of the plan is 
to create a starting point for proj-
ects to make the state more bicy-
cle- and pedestrian-friendly.

“This plan primarily aims to 
establish a consistent approach 
for considering pedestrian and 
bicycle modes on state-owned 
and maintained facilities,” says 
Sheila Ludlow, project manag-
er for MDT. “It will establish a 
common vision and goals to meet 
the needs of cyclists and pedes-
trians and improve safety.” 

MDT reports that Montana 
is ranked fifth in the nation for 
resident spending on biking and 
walking, as well as for percent-
age of its commuters who walk 
or bike to work. The Depart-
ment has a goal to reach “Vi-
sion Zero,” as soon as possible: 
reaching zero deaths and serious 
injuries on Montana roads. That 
endeavor will stretch beyond 
just car crashes to include inter-
departmental work between law 
enforcement agencies, MDT, and 
motorists and cyclists alike.

Public input events were host-
ed in Havre, Glendive, Billings, 
Butte, Missoula and Helena in 
May to put a finger on the com-
munities’ pulse when it comes 
to what they’d like to see out of 
the plan. As the project develops, 
input from state, local and tribal 
governments will also be taken 
into account to establish ways 
to best meet the needs of cyclists 
and pedestrians in regard to both 
safety and convenience.

Adventure Cycling is one of 
the plan’s stakeholders, along 
with various community cham-

bers of commerce, county health 
boards, Montana Fish, Wild-
life and Parks, local bike clubs, 
school districts and both Mon-
tana State University and the 
University of Montana. 

Hopefully, that plan will later 
be able to form the basis of some 
projects that will make adven-
tures like the TransAmerica Trail 
easier and safer for cyclists. One 
of the biggest dangers for tour-
ing cyclists is that, because most 
touring routes are on more rural 
roads, shoulders are smaller, and 
drivers often don’t expect to see 
cyclists on that road. Projects 
like the Ruby Valley’s proposed 
bike trail between Alder and Ne-
vada City seek to alleviate some 
of that danger for both motorists 
and cyclists. 

Bike Safety 
Even if unexpected on Mad-

ison Valley roads, cyclists have 
the same rights and responsibil-
ities as drivers do, so be sure to 
treat them with respect. A car 
will always win against a bike in 
a collision, so always keep that in 
mind. If you see cyclists on the 
road while driving, slow down 
and give them plenty of space. 
The rule of thumb is at least three 
feet, but because many local 
roads have speed limits of up to 
70 mph, that’s really not enough, 
especially if multiple cyclists 
ride as a group.

Cyclists can’t always see traf-
fic coming behind them, so don’t 
assume they can hear you com-
ing, especially if they’re riding 
into the Madison Valley’s char-
acteristic wind. Avoid honking 
horns, which can catch cyclists 
off guard, and just allow extra 
space and time to ensure ev-
eryone’s safety. And if you see 
cyclists at a rest area, ask them 
where they’re headed. They 
might be traveling a lot farther 
than you are.,

TOUR from  A1: The appeal of cycling through area explained, state’s bicycle and pedestrian plans, bicycle safety

Above: Twin 
Bridges bicycle 
camp is part of the 
TransAmerica Trail 
for bicyclists.

Left: Comments, 
including “GREAT 
PLACE” and a mes-
sage in Italian, left 
by visitors to the 
camp.  Bicyclists
travel all over 
Montana to enjoy 
their sport.
(R.Colyer photos)

TWIN BRIDGES—Doubts over whether or not water would be avail-
able for the Madison County Fair have finally been laid to rest. At the fair 
board’s monthly meeting on Thursday, July 19 – the last meeting before the 
fair takes place – the board discussed the particulars of a broken water main 
that has posed a problem for weeks and a well that has been a “maybe” for 
just as long.

The well on the fairgrounds property was tested and shocked after last 
month’s board meeting and was approved for use during the five days of the 
fair for restroom water, livestock provisions and the like. However, the well 
does not constitute a public water source and will be marked as non-potable 
water, so fairgoers are advised to bring their own drinking water or to plan to 
buy bottled water from fair vendors.

As far as the broken main goes, the board heard an update that progress 
is being made in the right direction in terms of fixing it. 

A small grant meant to fund the project was rejected, but another grant 
was approved, meaning that the funds needed to fix the main are near-
ly ready. It’s possible the new fixture will have to be slightly smaller than 
planned in order to fit budgetary restrictions, but the bottom line, the board 
said, is that the main will get fixed.

Another long-term discussion in the Twin Bridges community has been 
the debate over a water meter at Riverside Park, which the fair board asked 
the city council to remove in order to consolidate the water usage of both 
parties.

The council declined that request, the fair board said Thursday, which is 
a decision they will respect. As it stands, Riverside Park is a separate entity 
from the fairgrounds, which means that even though the park’s and the fair-
grounds’ meters share a water line, the park district pays the meter fee and 
the park’s water usage, which is deducted separately from the fairgrounds 
usage. 

The board moved to maintain the system’s status quo: two meters, two 
bills, with each entity paying its own water bill. Because so many fairgo-
ers spill over into Riverside Park during fair time, board member Tom Leo 
emphasized the importance of being “good neighbors” to the park, who 
provides the cleaning and maintenance of its facilities separately from the 
fairgrounds. 

After last month’s meeting, the board and the Madison County commis-
sioners have all been discussing the potential addition of a new arena to the 
fairgrounds property. 

Great West Engineering provided some bids and different options for 
facilities, but the board clarified that it is not yet certain whether there will 
be a new arena: the first goal of the project would be to gauge whether or not 
the community feels it is a necessary addition, and one that they want. Both 
the commissioners and the board agreed that the bids provided seemed very 
high and planned to continue discussions to decide how to move forward. 
The board noted anecdotally that residents seem interested in the idea of 
having a space in which to hold public events. 

To gauge public opinion from residents of the Madison and Ruby val-
leys, the board plans to have a booth at the fair in August with information 
and sketches of potential facilities, along with opportunities for feedback and 
potentially a mock-up of what a new arena would look like and where at the 
fairgrounds it could go.

The board also:
• Heard an update on the new equipment and renovations to be done on 

the Aubrey Broksle memorial playground. The Twin Bridges community is 
kicking off a fundraising effort to cover the last of the construction expenses, 
and the new equipment will be installed in September after the fair. They 
also discussed how to best acknowledge future donors to the playground to 
ensure that all donations get the recognition they deserve.

• Looked at a couple of bids to install security cameras at the fairgrounds. 
The board is considering a couple of local companies to install the security 
system to deter vandalism. The fairgrounds has worked with the Madison 
County sheriff’s department in the past for event security, and will consider 
how many cameras are needed and how they should be placed to best ensure 
the safety of both fairgrounds visitors and the facility itself. 

Fair Board makes final 
preparations for Madison 
County Fair, Aug. 7 - 12

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS—Larry Love’s family moved to 
Ennis in 1908. His grandfather, W.S. An-
gle, owned the Angle Forge, which used to 
be located in the center of “town—” if you 
could call it town. 

Larry Love is now the president of the 
Madison Valley History Association, and 
the head curator at the Madison Valley His-
tory Museum. He knows every artifact and 
image the museum houses, like the photo-
graph of Ennis’s Main Street from just a 
few years before his grandfather moved to 
the Madison Valley. But in 1900, it wasn’t 
really a street at all. In fact, it was little 
more than a winding wagon track with a 
few small buildings on either side.

“Ennis was a poor town,” Love says on 
a museum tour on a Thursday afternoon. 
“We never had a gold mine or any wealthy 
buildings. There was only one building 
that even had any brick, and that was the 
old Ennis hotel.” The Ennis hotel hasn’t 
existed for decades, but built in the 1940s, 
it was one of the town’s grandest establish-
ments.

Much of the history contained in the 
museum is Love’s own family history; the 
building next door is an exact replica of his 
grandfather’s blacksmith shop and forge, 
with most of the original equipment inside. 
It’s the forge where Love pumped air with 
a manual bellows when he was a child, be-
fore the blacksmith installed an electric 
bellows.

Love was born in Sheridan in 1940 
and moved to Ennis in 1948, just in time 
to start the third grade. His father spent 
three decades as the clerk of the District 
Court in Virginia City, and the family has 
been entrenched in Madison Valley history 
ever since. Love has taken it upon himself 
to be the steward of that history. He was 
the president of the Madison Valley Histo-
ry Association for a decade before retiring, 
only to come back and resume his position 
when the association found itself in need of 
a leader once again.

The museum is located just a couple 
miles northwest of Ennis on Highway 287, 
but is very often ignored. But with hun-
dreds of artifacts ranging from Sheridan 
to Cameron and everywhere in between, it 

warrants a visit.
None of the artifacts have been pur-

chased; everything has been donated or 
loaned, and the museum is completely 
staffed by volunteers, like Love. They’ve 
made it their mission to ensure the history 
that created the communities in the Madi-
son Valley doesn’t go unrecognized or for-
gotten.

There’s history like the Madison Mon-
ster, nicknamed “The Beast.”

In 1886, I.A. Hutchins shot a creature 
that had been killing livestock and letting 
out scream-like sounds that terrified and 
confused locals. Once the animal had been 
shot, nobody could figure out exactly what 
it was, including a team from the Smithso-
nian, where the creature spent a stint under 
examination. 

Wolf-like in stature but just a little 
“off,” it was thought to be part hyena, from 
an earlier visit that a traveling circus made 
to the area, but that theory was quickly 
shot down. An alternative theory posited 
that it might have been a kind of wolf-coy-
ote hybrid, resulting in its distinctly canine 
but somewhat stunted appearance. Today, 
the beast and its full history are on display 
at the museum, still shrouded in a bit of 
mystery.

There are also pieces on display that are 
significantly less mysterious, like the roll 
top desk that belonged to Ennis’s name-
sake, William Ennis. There’s the still that 
graced Oscar’s Bar (now Ennis’s Long-
branch Saloon) during Prohibition, when it 
had likely been stored in the backyard or 
the basement. 

There’s a room filled with doctors’ 
equipment that sat in Dr. Losee’s 1950s 

clinic. It looks much like it did when Love 
was a young boy, including the doctor’s 
chair he sat in to receive stitches after a 
childhood injury. It’s a fitting tribute to 
Losee’s years of service, since the build-
ing that houses the museum was the origi-
nal Madison Valley Medical Center clinic. 
The entire thing was loaded onto a trailer 
and moved to its current location after the 
clinic donated it and built its new space in 
Ennis. The museum opened in 2010.

There are natural artifacts like fossils 
and samples of the natural talc that the 
Imerys Mine processes, and manmade ar-
tifacts like a collection of arrowheads, all 
found somewhere in the Madison Valley.

Guests learn how to determine the age 
of farm animals by their teeth from his-
torical pamphlets delivered to ranchers, or 
how to make and store farm butter.

Or, you can take a guess at the “what 
the heck is it?” table, which hosts over a 
dozen whatsits whose identities can’t quite 
be determined. Love thinks he has a pret-
ty good idea of what they are, but some 
of them are still up for debate, like some 
questionable-looking fishing gear.

It’s a museum filled to bursting with 
important history, each item carrying with 
it a story of its own. Those are exactly the 
stories Love wants to preserve, and he in-
tends to do that for as long as he can.

“I just want people to leave with more 
of a story than they had at first look,” he 
says. “I’m dedicated to this until I die.”

The Madison Valley History Museum 
is open Tuesday through Sunday. from 1-4 
p.m, and staffed completely by volunteers. 
Admission is free, and donations are al-
ways appreciated.

‘A History of Love’
For Ennis man,
Madison Valley
History Museum

is story of
family

The Madison Valley History Museum is in the background. Larry Love, President of 
the Madison Valley HIstory Association and head curator of the museum says it is 
also a monument to his family. (R.Colyer photo)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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OBituaries

Editor:
High Valley Ranch sends enormous thanks and appreciation 

to our Ennis Fire Department, the U.S. Forest Service and the 
rapid response of the many volunteers on Sunday afternoon, July 
22.

The isolated but very active lightning and rainstorm that hit 
Saturday afternoon hit a tree in the forest that smoldered until 
Sunday afternoon. The involved tree ignited in the afternoon 
wind, and our neighbor, at Elk Meadows Ranch, spotted it.

Fortunately, she was in a unique position where she could 
actually see it and describe the position to our ranch manager 
E.J., who immediately got on the hot spot. 

He held it until the responders arrived and it was quickly 
contained. With the many volunteers and variety of vehicles on 
site, the command recognized this to be a perfect opportunity to 
hold a learning session for the new volunteers, also USFS. The 
tree needed various branches removed before cutting it down 
to expose the potential embers in the root structure. When we 
were told all was well and arrived to view the scene, Chief Sean 
Christianson took the time to explain what they were doing.

Our community is blessed to have such a well-trained and 
efficient fire department and USFS.

We thank every single one of you volunteers!
Wilt and Ingrid William, 

High Valley Ranch
Cameron

Editor:
 In June, Kathleen Williams won the primary to run against Greg Gian-

forte for the House of Representatives seat in Washington.
Kathleen has served three terms in the Montana House of Representa-

tives. She is a water conservation expert and was also a staff member of 
the non-partisan Environmental Quality Council of the Montana Legislature 
and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Kathleen has been endorsed by the National Organization for Women 
(NOW). Throughout her career she stood up for reproductive rights, eco-
nomic justice (equal pay for equal work), ending all forms of violence and 
discrimination against women and girls, as well as racial equality and the 
rights & sovereignty of Indigenous People. . 

Candidate Williams has fought hard for these issues in the Montana Leg-
islature and she vows to “not back down from them in the U.S. Congress.

Mrs. William’s career includes 30 years in Natural Resource Management 
much of which pertained to issues of river health, water and water policy. 
Her behind the scenes work eventually helped lead to the Confederated Sal-
ish-Kootenai water compact.

Kathleen also recognizes that we all need to change our approach involv-
ing our use of the earth’s natural resources. As a U.S. representative she will 
protect our public lands and work to join the polarized views of our resources 
and how to address a hotter climate.

Kathleen wears many hats and has accomplished many things, only a few 
of which are mentioned in this letter. If nothing else she has been elected to 
help make and keep things fair, equitable and healthy for the people and the 
natural resources of Montana.

Kathleen Williams has the resume to get the job done.
Linda Hollifield, Dillon

Nature is one of Montana’s 
greatest treasures, and wildfire 
occurs each summer only be-
cause we’re so fortunate to live 
amid millions of acres of un-
spoiled forests and prairies. Al-
though wildfire plays a natural 
role in ecology, there’s no doubt 
it can also be devastating to our 
health, safety, property and live-
lihood. That’s why it’s so import-
ant to do everything possible to 
minimize its impacts.

It starts with prevention. We 
should be aware of fire restric-
tions before we go camping, 
and if it’s safe to build a fire, we 
should do so responsibly. Some-
times wildfire can’t be prevent-
ed, in which case air quality may 
be a concern. Fortunately the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality and the Department of 
Public Health and Human Ser-
vices have prepared resources to 
help the public make informed 
decisions to protect their health 
during poor air quality events. 

These agencies provide resourc-
es like Today’s Air (http://svc.
mt.gov/deq/todaysair/) that let 
visitors know where the air is 
clear and where precautions 
should be taken for outdoor rec-
reation.

Montana is a state of more 
than 93 million acres, 55 state 
parks and two national parks, 
which create countless opportu-
nities for adventure. Even if you 
can’t find a spot nearby where the 
land and air are safe enough for 
outdoor recreation, some of the 
most enriching experiences can 
be found indoors. Montana has 
a wealth of great museums, arts 
and entertainment, and other ex-
periences inside.

Another way to help mini-
mize the economic impacts of 
wildfire is to be aware of how 
we’re talking about it.

During the peak months of 
fire season, nearly 6.5 million 
people from out-of-state visit 
Montana. That’s another six po-

tential customers per Montana 
resident for the Main Street busi-
nesses owned by and employing 
our friends and neighbors. And 
without them, many of our small 
businesses would be hurting — 
especially in the many communi-
ties serving as basecamps to the 
world-class outdoor recreation 
visitors come here to enjoy.

That’s a difficult situation 
some communities faced last 
summer, as wildfire closed pop-
ular recreation sites and created 
conditions unsafe for being out-
doors. Some visitors cut their 
vacations short or even canceled 
them, which stops new money 
from ever reaching our economy.

With information resources 
to make educated decisions about 
your health, and world-class rec-
reation opportunities all across 
Montana, anyone would be hard-
pressed to run out of options. 
Montanans know this, but our 
visitors might not. They’re get-
ting their information from the 

news and word of mouth. During 
fire season, it isn’t uncommon 
to see headlines or social media 
posts generalizing or exagger-
ating wildfire. That’s where you 
come in.

Let’s change the conversa-
tion. Let’s be honest about the 
risks, but let’s also keep things 
in perspective and show some 
Montana hospitality to help our 
guests find the next best thing.

To help, we’ve set up a website 
at travelaware.mt.gov. It features 
all the information residents and 
travelers alike should know to be 
healthy and safe while still hav-
ing a great time and supporting 
our Main Street businesses.

Pam Haxby-Cote, Director, 
Montana Department of Com-
merce

Tom Livers, Director, Mon-
tana Department of Environmen-
tal Quality

Sheila Hogan, Director, 
Montana Department of Public 
Health and Human Services

Let’s Change the Conversation About Wildfire

Byron Bayers was born in 
1930 in Dillon, to Art and Eliza-
beth Bayers. He had 5 older sis-
ters, Helen, Jeanne, Beach, Ber-
tha and Wanda. He passed away 
peacefully on July 15, 2018, at the 
Eastern Idaho Regional Medical 
Clinic (EIRMC) in Idaho Falls, 
where he was in ICU following 
complications from a fall at the 
family ranch in Twin Bridges.

He moved with the family 
to the current ranch site in Twin 
Bridges during the 1930s. There, 
he went to school where he ex-
celled at academics and sports. A 
standout in track, basketball and 
football, he was involved at an 
early age with his parents’ pure-
bred Hereford ranch, showing, fit-
ting and traveling with the show 
cattle all over the West.

After high school, he attend-
ed the University of Montana, in 
Missoula. There he received a 
degree in business and also com-
peted in track and football until 
ROTC duties demanded more of 
his time. While there, he married 
his high school sweetheart, Pau-
line Oberg, of Twin Bridges. Fol-
lowing college, he entered the Air 
Force during the Korean War. He 
and Pauline were married for 62 
years before her passing in 2015. 
His original military orders were 
to Korea, but later changed to a 
radar base in Yaak, MT. There 
he served as a Lieutenant help-
ing run the base on the Canadian 
border. He was very patriotic and 
proud of his service.

Following his Air Force ser-
vice, he and Pauline returned to 
Twin Bridges, and the ranch.

After his father’s death in 
1960, he continued to run the 
ranch. He and Pauline raised 3 
children, Rich, Kathy and Jill, on 
the ranch.

His love for Herefords was 
unsurpassed. He served on the 
American Hereford Association 
(AHA) Board in the 1970s and 
was elected President in 1976. 
In 2017 he was inducted into the 
AHA Hall of Fame. He attended 
World Hereford Conferences in 
Canada and Uruguay and went to 
Hungary to act as an AHA con-
sultant to that country in selecting 
Herefords. In 2009 he was the re-
cipient of the Canadian Hereford 
Ambassador Award.

Many yearly cattle auctions 
were held in the Old Round Barn 
where his cattle set several price 
records in Montana. During these 
years, the Bayers Hereford Ranch 
sold cattle and genetic material 
into 38 states and three foreign 
countries. He also judged some of 
the major cattle shows across the 
country.

In 1997, he along with wife 
Pauline and daughter and son-
in-law Jill and Marc Hotchkiss, 
started Hereford America a pub-
lication read nationwide.  He also 
became a private pilot, after being 
passed over in the Air Force due 
to his eyesight. His flying was a 
real passion, culminating with 
his flying or owning 117 different 
aircraft and the accumulation of 
more than 10,000 hours of flight 
time.

He was appointed to the 
Montana Aeronautics Board for 
several years, and was presented 

with the Pilot of the Year award 
for 2005-2006. He also received 
the Wright Brothers Master Pilot 
award from the Federal Aviation 
Administration in 2005.

Other hobbies included fol-
lowing his beloved UM Grizzlies, 
local high school and national 
sports. He was a mainstay in the 
stands or on the sidelines for his 
children’s events, attended many 
Twin Bridges High School bas-
ketball tournaments, coached 
many Little League, High School 
and softball teams. He also at-
tended high school football games 
and had a special parking place 
on the sidelines, where he could 
park his pickup and sit in a chair 
in the bed of the truck., thanks to 
Twin Bridges High School.

He was also very interested 
in visiting with all types of peo-
ple about all subjects, was very 
well read and always made time 
for people. His community and 
county were very important. He 
was a Madison County commis-
sioner for several years, served 
three terms on the local school 
board and served on many other 
local boards. These were some-
times thankless, stressful duties 
but he always listened to people’s 
concerns, often with phone calls 
early and late in the day.

He will be sorely missed by 
his family, friends and the com-
munity, but his good work lives 
on. 

The family wants to thank all 
who have sent condolences and 
will have a private family funeral. 
Most friends and family had just 
celebrated the ranch’s 100th year 

anniversary and family reunion at 
the Round Barn the week before 
his passing. Please remember him 
as he was there – vibrant, visiting 
with everybody and sharing his 
proud family history.

He is survived by his three 
children, Rich (Mary Ann) Bay-
ers of Buffalo, WY; Kathy Bay-
ers of Bozeman, MT; Jill (Marc 
Hotchkiss) of Reva, SD; two 
grandchildren, Britt (Blair) Bay-
ers and Lindsay (James Hruby); 
and two great grandchildren, Mia 
and Jack Hruby. He also has many 
cousins, nephews and nieces.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
in Byron’s name, can be sent to 
the Church of the Valley, PO Box 
11, Twin Bridges, MT 59754 or 
to the Byron Bayers Memorial 
Scholarship, Opportunity Bank, 
PO 417, Twin Bridges, MT 59754.

Dad, ol’ bull shipper and pilot, 
rest in peace!

Arthur Byron Bayers
July 15 2018

Byron Bayers
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SPONSORED BY:

Madison County 

July 15 - 21, 2018
D I S P AT C H

July 15 - Suspicious Circumstances in 100 Blk 
S. Main St., Twin Bridges; Traffic Complaint on 
US Hwy 287, MM 56, McAllister; Medical Aid in 
100 Blk W. 4th Ave., Twin Bridges; Animal Com-
plaint in 2900 Blk MT Hwy 287, Sheridan; Acci-
dent on MT Hwy 41, MM 23, Twin Bridges.

July 16 - Suspicious Circumstances on Cac-
tus Ridge Rd., Twin Bridges; Assault in 100 Blk 
Main St., Harrison; Fire Call in 100 Blk Pony Rd., 
Pony; Public Safety in 100 Blk Sterling Rd., Nor-
ris; Theft Complaint on Mayflower Rd., Cardwell; 
Traffic Complaint on MT Hwy 41 N, MM 14, Twin 
Bridges; Wildlife Complaint on Varney Rd.,  MM 
3, Ennis.

July 17 - Fire Call in Raynolds Pass area, 
Cameron; Suspicious Circumstances on W First 
St., Silver Star; Citizen Assist on Tolman Creek 
Rd., Ennis; Dog Complaint in 100 Blk Ruby St., 
Sheridan; Trespass Complaint in 1500 Blk Upper 
Ruby Rd., Alder; Accident on MT Hwy 287, MM 
32, Sheridan; Assault on US Hwy 287, MM 31, 
Cameron; Welfare Check in 300 Blk N. Bridge St., 
Twin Bridges; Medical Aid in 300 Blk W. Steffens 
St., Ennis; Suspicious Circumstances in 200 Blk 
E. Hugel St., Ennis; Fireworks Complaint in 200 
Blk E. Hugel St., Ennis; Dog Complaint in 300 Blk 
Main St., Ennis; Wildlife Complaint on MT Hwy 
41, MM 50, Silver Star.

July 18 - Traffic Complaint on US Hwy 287, 
MM 50, Ennis; Citizen Assist on Upper Ruby Rd., 
Alder; Suspicious Circumstances in Virginia City; 

Suspicious Circumstances in 200 Blk E. Hugel St., 
Ennis; Dog Complaint in 300 Blk Main St., Ennis; 
Disturbance on MT Hwy 287, Ennis; Accident on 
MT Hwy 287, MM 28, Laurin.

July 19 - Suspicious Circumstances on MT 
Hwy 287, MM 29, Sheridan; Suspicious Circum-
stances in 300 Blk W. Wallace St., Virginia City; 
Abandoned Vehicle at MT Hwy 287 & Varney 
Rd., Ennis; Suspicious Circumstances on Metully 
Ln., Twin Bridges; Fire Call on Gornick Ln., Silver 
Star; Traffic Complaint in Town of Ennis; Medical 
Aid on Gravelly Range Rd., Ennis.

July 20 - Medical Aid in 600 Blk Beaverhead 
St., Ennis; Wildlife Complaint in 600 Blk Nicole 
Way, Ennis; Drug Violation in 100 Blk W. Main 
St., Ennis; Trespass Complaint on N. First St., En-
nis; Suspicious Circumstances in 2300 Blk MT 
Hwy 287, Alder; Accident in 2900 Blk MT Hwy 
287, Sheridan; Medical Aid in 300 Blk Bound-
ary St.,  Sheridan; Animal Complaint on Mill St., 
Sheridan; Traffic Complaint on US Hwy 287, MM 
24, Cameron; Accident on MT Hwy 287, Ennis.

July 21- Trespass Complaint in 100 Blk Duck 
Ln., Alder; Abandoned Vehicle on US Hwy 287, 
MM 51, Ennis; Trespass Complaint in 100 Blk W. 
Wallace St., Virginia City; Accident on MT Hwy 
41 S, MM 24, Twin Bridges; Suspicious Circum-
stances in 400 Blk S. First St., Ennis; Traffic Com-
plaint in Virginia City; Medical Aid on Kokanee 
Dr., McAllister.

WE'RE HIRING!

Housekeeper - Full-time/Part-time 
Dietary Aide/Cook - Full-time/Part-time 
Certified Nursing Assistants – Full-time/Part-Time
RN – Full-time/Part-Time 
This is a great opportunity to work in a personal healthcare setting. 
լ Excellent Pay 
լ Government retirement 
լ Benefits including life and health insurance
լ Paid holidays, vacation, and sick leave

If you are interested in a rewarding career, 
Madison Valley Manor is the place. 

Please contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-7271 for more information or the 
online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  EOE

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  R O U N D U P
The Madison County district court rescheduled 

one hearing on Monday, July 23.
Jennifer Lynn Marconet’s scheduling hearing 

was moved to August, pending multiple summonses 
and subpoenas. 

Marconet pled not guilty to one count of felony 
assault with a weapon, four counts of misdemean-
or assault and one count of disorderly conduct for 
a November 2017 incident that occurred outside 
Chick’s Bar in Alder. The felony charge came when 
Marconet chased a man outside the bar with a knife, 

while the four lesser assault charges came when she 
pulled hair, bit, kicked and struck four other people 
who had been in the bar. 

The incident also resulted in the disorderly con-
duct charge for the fighting that occurred with both 
staff and patrons of the bar that evening. Marconet 
pled not guilty to all six charges, and will appear for 
another hearing in August. In the meantime, sum-
monses and subpoenas have been issued to most of 
the parties involved in the November incident. 

The Madison County Sheriff’s Office responded to 105 Calls for Service from July 15-21

SHERIDAN - On Sunday July 15, the Sher-
idan Public Works Director Curtis Green con-
tacted Mayor Bob Stump to inform him that the 
potable water storage tank level had dropped to a 
critical level.

The storage tank was barely half full and that 
level would be inadequate to support any struc-
ture firefighting efforts in the town. 

As a result, Stump initiated a Code Red mes-
sage that was distributed by the Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office Dispatch alerting Sheridan resi-
dents to suspend lawn watering until further no-
tice.

Sheridan has continued to monitor the tank 
levels to ensure we maintain safe levels for fire 
protection.  Sheridan is also continuing to remain 
vigilant in notifying people that may not have 
heard that lawn watering is suspended.  The sus-
pension does not apply to those residents with pri-
vate wells.

The current well field lacks sufficient water to 
adequately support all water uses in the town.

Three of the town’s four wells are basically un-
usable and the fourth well is running for a signifi-

cant period of time each day to try to keep up with 
demand.  Sheridan continues to actively pursue a 
new well north of town, but that effort may not be 
completed until next spring.  The documentation 
required to request grants and/or loans requires 
significant time to generate, review, and receive 
approval.

Sheridan has also worked diligently over the 
past year on trying to rehabilitate our existing wells 
to little or no benefit. Sheridan has also undertaken 
an effort recently to gain a better understanding of 
our old water supply system in the Indian Creek 
drainage to determine if the water rights and access 
are still viable.

 “We know this is a great hardship for all and 
we ask that you remain patient,” says a city news 
release. “Residents may hand water flowers, gar-
dens, and trees. We also ask that residents contact 
Madison County emergency management to en-
sure you are enrolled in the Code Red notification 
system or ensure your contact information has not 
changed.”

The town uses the Sheridan High School mes-
sage board located on Main Street for important 
notices.  In addition, the official notice posting lo-
cations for Sheridan are the Post Office, McLeod 
Mercantile, Opportunity Bank, Walter’s Family 
Foods, the Library, and Town Hall.

Any questions should be directed to Town Hall 
at 842-5431 or by attending a council meeting.

Sheridan suspends lawn watering
Potable water storage

tank at critical level

BOZEMAN - According to 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
(FWP), Region 3 Bozeman Area 
Wildlife Biologist Julie Cunning-
ham, there is a volunteer opportu-
nity on Aug. 4-5 to help the Rocky 
Mountain Goat Alliance (RMGA) 
and FWP do a ground-based sur-
vey and inventory for mountain 

goats in HD 361 (a.k.a., the Hen-
ry’s Mountains or the Lionhead).

There will be an orientation at 
5 p.m. August 3, at Stone Glacier 
headquarters (608 West Griffin 
Drive, Unit A in Bozeman). There, 
Cunningham says, following a 
barbeque dinner, maps and data 
sheets will be dispersed and differ-

ent search teams will be created. 
On August 4 - 5 we’ll go out over-
night searching different areas.

Questions about this effort 
should be directed at Cunningham 
– call (406) 994-6341 or email ju-
liecunningham@mt.gov -- or RM-
GA’s Peter Muennich at peter@
goatalliance.org

FWP seeking help with mountain goats

Introducing Wilhelmina Rosie Bieler, born on July18. A big congratulations to Dr. Maria 
Bartoletti, husband Jack Bieler and big sisters Odessa, Stella and Mia from the Bartoletti 
Dental Team. (Submitted photo)

Lost and Found:
Found on Fourth of July near turn to Recycle Way: Set of multiple small keys, likely 
to gun safes. To claim, contact Ennis Town Hall and identify the tag on the ring.
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BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002  |  SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650  |  TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

325-327-329 STEFFENS ST, ENNIS
$398,000  |  #322297

4 CEDAR CT, ENNIS
$369,000  |  #323702

509 B WISCONSIN CREEK ROAD, SHERIDAN
$220,000 |  #319745

LOT 5 ECLIPSE CREEK | SHERIDAN
$198,000 |  #323768

LOT 53 MONTANA WAY, ENNIS
$58,900  |  #322312

NORTH 40, ENNIS
STARTING AT $25,000

1440sf, 4bd/2ba home with income 
producing Duplex (2bd -1ba units) on 
the same parcel. These units are very 
nice with a large court yard in common 
with mature trees.

Located on the first fairway, brand new 
3bd/2baNordique System LOG HOME features 
open living, dining/kitchen floor plan w/
master bedroom suite all on one level! 
Oversized 24x28 finished 2 car garage.

Here is an opportunity to own a fabulous 162± 
acre piece of Montana. This one is a recreation 
lover’s dream. These two adjacent parcels are 
contiguous to Forest Service land with access 
through BLM land. There are several building 
sites to place your cabin or to park your trailer. 

Check out this fabulous opportunity to own a piece of 
Montana’s paradise. This beautiful 66± acre property 
consists of one 25± acre subdivision lot, and two 
20± acre patented mining claims, all adjoining. 
You’ll find abundant access to adjacent public lands 
(BLM, USFS) surrounding most of the property.

Great 3.76± acre lot that already 
has a 103’ 33 gpm well & geotech 
survey required of lots along the 
stream corridor. Subdivision has 
an equestrian center, green house, 
club house & overflow parking!

Now taking deposits! Preliminary Plat 
has received approval & services are 
being put in now.  Final plat approval 
expected this fall so don’t miss out – 
look today!!  Residential, single family 
parcels begin at $25,000.  

Melinda 
Merrill Broker

406.596.4288

Rikki
Dilschneider 

Broker
406.581.5155

Will
Koehler SaleS aSSociate
406.596.0733

Nikki 
Picken 

SaleS aSSociate
406.698.0853

Kristie
Vessey SaleS aSSociate

406.580.1842 

Josh 
Vujovich SaleS aSSociate
406.570.9536 

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Physical Therapy
~ Expert  care - conveniently close by ~

We have many different rehabilitation 
options, including Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, 
Cardiac, and Respiratory Rehab. 

305 N. Main Street
Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm

Join us in welcoming
Physical therapist,  

Connor Schultz

Schedule Today!
682-6605 ~  305  Main  Street  Ennis, MT  59729

My name is Connor Schultz, I grew up 
not far away in Belgrade MT and spent 
much of my time in the mountains of 
the Madison Valley.  I attended Mon-
tana State University-Billings where 
I played baseball and obtained my 
Bachelor’s degree in Health and Hu-
man Performance before going to the University of Montana for my 
Doctorate of Physical Therapy.  I love the outdoors and am an avid 
bowhunter and also enjoy fishing, camping and hiking.  My wife is a 
3rd grade teacher and we both realized our dream when we had the 
opportunity to relocate to Ennis and serve this wonderful community.

We would also like to recognize Kelly Wait Pollack, another 
of our Physical Therapists, on earning her certification as a 

Board-Certified Specialist in Orthopaedic Physical Therapy 
by the American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties. She is 

the only therapist with this certification in Madison County!

Fully Independent and Nationally Touring Since 2012, You Knew Me When to Perform at Willie’s 
Distillery August 12th (Kendra Bomar photo)

ENNIS—It’s been more than six years since 
the husband and wife indie folk-rock duo known 
as You Knew Me When uprooted from their Nash-
ville home and full-time jobs in 2012. The duo had 
initially planned to tour the nation for a full year. 
However, they never stopped.

Since that time, they have been serving up 
their craft-brewed compositions, a term coined 
from their over 190 craft brewery performances 
coast to coast throughout the US and into Canada. 
Now based in Ouray, Colorado, the duo is hitting 
the road with their latest album “Into the Looking 
Glass” and will perform at Willie’s Distillery on 

Sunday, August 12 at 2 p.m. There will be no cover 
charge for the show.

Outfitted with an array of instruments, You 
Knew Me When is a Colorado-based duo that pres-
ent a full band sound.

While blending their vocals, Karisa, who pre-
viously served as a tenured Nashville public school 
music teacher, provides the piano, ukulele, glock-
enspiel and percussive elements, as Cie, who spent 
several years as the Global Events Manager for Gib-
son Guitar, supplies the guitar and other rhythmic 
nuances. The result is a musical show that blends a 
singer-songwriter soul with a rock ‘n roll mentality.

Indie folk rock couple comes to Willie’s

Community Briefs
Saturday Market

JEFFERS - On Saturday, July 28 Trinity Church will 
be hosting a market for selling garden fresh produce, 
baked goods and other local fresh products.  The market 
will be held in Jeffers, in the parking lot in front of the 
community garden between 10 a.m. and 12 noon every 
Saturday morning for the remainder of the summer. 

The church will be evaluating the success and inter-
est in this market and plan to continue as long as there 
seems to be interest and products to sell.

The church will have local, fresh lettuce and other 
produce as it is ready.  Also, Rachel’s bread and granola, 
Judy’s cookies and dog biscuits, pie and coffee. Anyone 
interested in selling their produce is welcome to join in. 

For more information contact Barbara Hoag at 682-
4032.

‘A most disgusting creature’
VIRGINIA CITY - On Thursday, August 16, at 

6:30 p.m. The Elling House Arts and Humanities Cen-
ter, in partnership with the Virginia City Preservation 
Alliance, is sponsoring their fifth in a series of history 
programs on Montana millionaires: “William Andrews 
Clark: A Most Disgusting Creature.”

Clark (1839-1925) arrived in the Montana Territory 
with little more than the clothes on his back, his “library” 
of three books and a hard and ruthless ambition to suc-
ceed.

By the time he left Montana he was one of the richest 
men in the world, and is still ranked as one of the 50 
richest Americans of all time.  He was also arguably one 
of the most despised.

This program will profile Mr. Clark’s phenomenal 
rise in riches and power—economically and politically.

Gary Forney, the program presenter, is a retired col-
lege administrator and local historian.  He has been a 
full-time resident of the Ennis area since 1999, and since 
then has authored four books, written numerous articles, 
and made many presentations on the early territorial pe-
riod of Montana.

Once again, the program will be held in the beau-
tifully restored cabin of Frank Bird Linderman, on the 
grounds of the historic Robber’s Roost near Laurin.

Junior Ranger Camp Out
WHITEHALL– Are you an aspiring Junior 

Ranger looking to spend a super weekend camping 
and hiking in a beautiful state park?  Would you 
like to explore the land and learn outdoor skills like 
identifying plants and wildlife? If so, join us for the 
Lewis & Clark Caverns Junior Ranger Campout!

Montana State Parks will host a Junior Rang-

er Campout at Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park 
on Saturday, August 4, and Sunday, August 5. This 
event is geared to those who are aged 8 to 14.

The campout begins on Saturday, August 4 at 
4:30pm and runs through Sunday, August 5 to 11 
a.m.

Campers will meet at the Greer Gulch Loop 
parking lot at Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park 
to set up camp. During the campout, participants 
will hike the park’s best trails, complete fun Junior 
Ranger activities, learn about Bats and Blooms 
from the Park Ranger, and cook up some yummy 
campfire food.

The cost is a free-will donation. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their own tents and sleep-
ing bags, as park camping gear is limited. Weath-
er-appropriate clothing and sunscreen are also rec-
ommended. To register, please contact Rebekah.
Smith@mt.gov, or call the park visitor center for 
more information.

For more information call the park visitor center 
at (406) 287-3541 or visit stateparks.mt.gov.

Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park features one 
of the most decorative limestone caverns in the 
Northwest filled with spectacular stalactites, sta-
lagmites, columns, and helictites. The park also 
features camping, trails to hike or bike, a state-of-
the-art visitor center, interpretive displays, a gift 
shop, food and beverage concessions, amphithe-
ater, and interpretive events presented during the 
summer months.

‘Homestead Dreams’ 
THREE FORKS - Montana State Parks will 

Host “Homestead Dreams: The Homestead Act” at 
Missouri Headwaters State Park on Saturday, July 
28 at 7 p.m.

Join historian Hal Stearns for his presentation 
“Homestead Dreams: The Homestead Act”. In 
1862, Congress passed and President Abraham Lin-
coln signed one of America’s most important pieces 
of legislation: The Homestead Act. This far-reach-
ing law impacted Montana then, and does to this 
very day. 

Montana native Hal Stearns is a historian, 
guide, and storyteller..

The presentation will take place behind the park 
office. Please bring your own chair and state to en-
joy a marshmallow roast following the program. 
For more information call (406) 285-3610 or 406-
581-7696, or visit stateparks.mt.gov.
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BOZEMAN—A orange, bicycle-riding orangutan 
lives outside Jim Dolan’s Bozeman gallery. 

The ape is just one of Dolan’s menagerie of work, 
another example of his characteristic metalwork, diverse 
in style, subject matter and size. The orangutan was just 
for fun, a project that allowed him to continue expanding 
his repertoire and avoid falling into a rut of just one style 
of art. 

Dolan has become a household name around Mon-
tana in the five decades since he moved to Big Sky 
country, but he calls himself “one of those California 
transplants.” The Dolan family had been in the Cali-
fornia winery and ranching business before making the 
decision to ranch full time in the Treasure state and mov-
ing to Montana in 1966. Jim worked on the family ranch 
with his three brothers and attended Montana State Uni-
versity, where he studied agriculture.

The family ranch sold in the 1980s, but Dolan tran-
sitioned to pursuing art full-time in 1972. As it does 
with many, Montana and its wild landscapes had cap-
tured his heart and his imagination. While his gallery is 
in Bozeman, his art spans both geography and content. 
He’s sculpted everything from horses to moose, bears to 
eagles and hawks, fishermen to authors like Walt Whit-
man. No two pieces look alike.

“I can’t imagine doing the same style all the time,” 
says Dolan of his wide-ranging subject matter. “It’s 
got to get totally boring. Some people love that, but I 
couldn’t do it.”

One of Dolan’s newest pieces has just been installed 
in Ennis, a place he credits as always being a great pa-
tron of his work because of its people and its love for the 
arts. Several of his works already adorn the town, from 
the iconic fly fisherman at the Highway 287 junction to 
the Ennis High School mustangs and the yellow-rain-
coated surveyor who stands along the road heading out 
of town toward Norris. 

The newest addition, however, isn’t permanent, and 
will find a home whenever an art enthusiast decides to 
adopt it. The life-sized horse has been drawing eyes 
since its installation after the Fourth of July, standing on 
a platform outside the Black Jack Ranch Gallery, a space 
with which Dolan has developed a rapport. It looks dif-
ferent from the Ennis mustangs, and from the 39 blue 

horses he installed on Kamp Hill near Three Forks. 
“I do a lot of representational things, but I went a lit-

tle more impressionistic with this one,” says Dolan of his 
newest horse. He used flat tank ends to create the round 
parts of the body, covered in a black liner that contrast 
with the horse’s copper accents. He says he drew inspi-
ration from the stone sculptures of horses often seen in 
Ming Dynasty art. 

Dolan, who visited Ennis and Black Jack Ranch Gal-
lery over the Fourth of July, says he wants to support 
things in the town where he’s built such good relation-
ships. Several of his pieces are on display in the gallery, 
and his work will be featured on the gallery’s online 
counterpart as well. And never still, he already has plans 
for his next project. This one will also involve horses, 
and will also be no small installation. It will feature an 
old truck bed, he says, with several horses jumping over 
it. It will travel to White Sulphur Springs in August for 
the Red Ants Pants festival, but it already has a perma-
nent home, with a buyer in Washington state.

“It’s just a fun piece,” Dolan says. “We’ll haul it 
around and show it off first.”

And after that, who knows? With Dolan, nothing is 
off the table. We’ll all just have to wait and see.

Pet of the Week

I had a home, but sadly lost it when we had 
to move from our country acreage. Mom 
thought I’d get hit by a car since we were so 

close to the highway. So here I am looking for 
a home and a job. I love to be outside when it’s 
really nice and don’t mind a short jaunt in the 
winter, but do like to curl up and nap in the sun. 
Have all my shots, 
spayed and I’m a 
terrific mouser. I’m 
an older lady, but 
still have lots of 
time to spend with 
you. Please call 
Misty at 439-1405 
and tell her you re-
ally, really want me. 
Prayerfully, Cassie

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

White
Whiteand

V E T E R I N A R Y

6 8 2 - 7 1 5 1
5098 HWY 287 N • ENNIS, MONTANA

Cassie

PET OF THE WEEK BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

*In Memory of  John “Grandpa” Delekta*7th Annual 
MONTANA HOPE PROJECT 

Fundraiser

Sat. July 28 & Sun. July 29
Fly-tying and fly-casting clinics all weekend along with Captain Marty’s 
famous Louisiana Gumbo, Dan’s Special Chili & 
Elle of Elle’s Belles and Vicky Noack of the Country 
Bumpkin Bakery will be preparing desserts for a 
$35 donation!

Food Served NOON-6:00 P.M. Both Days
All proceeds from food sales go towards Montana 
Hope Project in addition to a percentage of retail 
and online sales.

COME JOIN US AT 
BEARTOOTH FLYFISHING!

2925 HIGHWAY 287 NORTH IN 
CAMERON, MONTANA (406-682-7525)

The man behind the metal
For more than half a
century, Jim Dolan

has made the 
world his gallery

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

One of Dolan’s newest pieces, a life-sized 
horse, was installed outside the Black Jack 
Ranch Gallery. (R. Colyer photo)

 -    Clarification    -
The honeybee story on the July 19 front page should have listed Lindsey Graden and he sons 
Collin and Finn as those who participated in removing bees from a front yard in Ennis.

6th Annual

800.829.2969x6  
www.virginiacitypreservationalliance.org
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2 0 1 8

TRAIN DEPOT AREA
V I R G I N I A C I T Y
M O N T A N A

FRIDAY, JULY 27TH

2pm - kids 7+ help cook 
3pm - free food samples

SATURDAY, JULY 28TH

10am - Cook Off starts
3-5pm - Historic & Educational Presentations
5pm - Dinner (tickets required) Music by Bob Weber

SUNDAY, JULY 29TH

7:15am - Morning Gospel Service
8am - Breakfast (tickets required), visit campsites
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4th Annual 

DIAMOND P SHOOTOUT 
August 4-5  •  West Yellowstone, MT 

Hosted by the Diamond P Ranch • 7 Miles West of West Yellowstone on Highway 20 
Open to the Public • $5 Admission • Concessions Available 

A huge thank you to our other sponsors: 

Photos by Gremp Photography and Madison Koonce 
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Sara Helle, Owner 
Hunter Douglas Authorized Dealer 

406-683-6289 
window treatments + draperies | furniture arrangement | textiles | upholstery  

fixture selection | decoration application | color schemes | events  

 

15% discount for new construction* 
*For Hunter Douglas window treatments. Some restrictions apply.  

 
	

TWIN BRIDGES - The Montana Department 
of Transportation (MDT) would like to notify the 
public and seek comments on a proposal to con-
struct new sidewalks, curb and gutter, and cross-
walks in Twin Bridges in Madison County.

The project is located along 5th Avenue from 
Main Street to Bridge Street, Bridge Street from 
5th Avenue to 6th Avenue, on the south side 
of 6th Avenue from Main Street to west of the 
school gymnasium building, the north side of 
6th Avenue from the alley west of Main Street to 
Bridge Street, adjacent to the school bus loading/
unloading zone along Wray Street, and along the 
south side of 8th Avenue from Wray Street to the 
approach to the school.

The project will also consider revising cross-
walk locations along Main Street to better ac-
commodate current pedestrian crossing patterns.

Proposed work includes approximately 
2,200 feet of Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA)-compliant sidewalk and curb ramps, ap-
proximately 1,000 feet of curb and gutter, cross-
walks, signing, and revegetation. 

The purpose of the project is to construct 
ADA-compliant sidewalks to safely route pedes-
trians to and from the Twin Bridges School.

The project is tentatively scheduled for con-
struction in 2020, depending on completion of all 
project development activities and availability of 
funding. No new right-of-way or utility reloca-
tions are anticipated.

The project is funded with Federal Highway 
Administration Transportation Alternatives 
funds and Town of Twin Bridges matching funds.

The construction of this MDT sidewalk proj-
ect is planned to begin after a separate Town of 
Twin Bridges project along 6th Avenue is con-
structed in 2019. That project will improve drain-
age and vehicle circulation along 6th Avenue in 
front of the Twin Bridges School.

For more information, please contact Butte 
District Administrator Jeff Ebert at (406) 494-
9625 or Project Design Engineer Dave Holien at 
(406) 444 6118. 

Members of the public may submit written 
comments to the Montana Department of Trans-
portation Butte office at P.O. Box 3068, Butte, 
MT 59702-3068, or online at mdt.mt.gov/mdt/
comment_form.shtml

Montana Department of Transportation 
proposes new sidewalks in Twin Bridges

Public can submit 
written comments 

on project

ENNIS – The Fly Fishing and Outdoor Festival is 
right around the corner.

The Ennis Chamber of Commerce still has sponsor 
opportunities available AND booths. There will be 
food, speakers, demonstrations, music, film festival, 
and much more. For more information, call (406) 682-
4388 for more details.

Fly fishing and Outdoor Festival

WASHINGTON, D.C.  – Last week, Cut 
Bank rancher and U.S. Cattlemen’s Association 
(USCA) board member Maggie Nutter testified 
before the Food and Drug Administration at a 
public meeting held to discuss Foods Produced 
Using Cell Culture Technology. The meeting 
was convened by FDA’s Center for Food Safety 
and Applied Nutrition to hear more from stake-
holders on the use of animal cell culture technol-
ogy as a method of food production, inclduing 
the manufacturing of laboratory-grown protein, 
or “fake meat”.

As the only producer voice in the room, 
Nutter stood up for U.S. beef and USCA’s na-
tionwide membership of cow-calf producers, 
backgrounders, feedlot operators, and livestock 
haulers, stressing the importance of labels that 
differentiated lab-grown protein from tradition-
al beef products.

“USCA has always been a strong advocate 
for truth and transparency in labeling.  We be-
lieve that the term ‘meat’ pertains exclusively to 
a protein food product that was harvested from 
the flesh of an animal in the traditional manner.” 
she said, noting that cultured cell proteins are 
not meat. “As a cattle rancher, the term ‘beef” is 
very important to me. “When other products use 
the term meat or beef they are taking advantage 
of the years of hard work the Beef Check-Off 
program has put in building beef’s good reputa-
tion. They are hijacking our trademark branding 
for the benefit of their own marketing. As ranch-
ers, we don’t want anything that isn’t beef to be 
called beef or to use terms connected to meat.”

MT rancher testifies at FDA 

Come in and see us!

HOURS:TUES-SAT 
                11-4 PM

BACKROAD ANTIQUES HAS MOVED TO LONE ELK MALL 220 E. MAIN, UNIT 1F,  ENNIS

GRAND OPENING 
WEDS, AUG 1ST!

jOIN uS!

For our Grand Opening
Thursday, JULY 26th 4:30-6:30

FOOD & PRIZES
Come celebrate as a community the 

Grand Opening of D&D Madison Valley Auto Body. 
There will be food, demonstrations of equipment, and more. Bring the 

whole family and get to know the 
D&D Madison Valley Auto Body team.

652 Beaverhead Street, Ennis, MT ~ 406.682.4959
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600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725  TOP 20 CAH WINNER

Your Top Priority deserves one 
of the nation’s Top Hospitals

•  Acute Inpatient Care 
(with Hospitalist Expertise)

• Behavioral Health
• Cancer Care
• Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab
•  Diagnostic Imaging (CT, MRI, Ultrasound, 

Nuclear Medicine, Mammography, Bone 
Densitometry, Radiography, Fluoroscopy)

• Emergency Services 24/7
• Family Clinic
• Gynecology
• Health Improvement Program
• Home Health & Hospice
• Internal Medicine Clinic

• Laboratory
•  Obstetric & Newborn Care 

(Epidural Service)
•   Pharmacist-run Clinics 

(Coumadin, Heart Failure, Hypertension, 
Asthma, Medication Management)

• Sleep Studies
•  Surgery (General, Orthopedic, Urology, 

Podiatry, Gynecology, Ophthalmology)
•  Swing Bed (skilled restorative 

& rehabilitative care)
•  Therapy (Physical, Occupational,  

Speech, Sports Medicine)
• Walk-in Clinic

www.barretthospital.org   |   406-683-1188

Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

Main Street - Three Forks - $149,000
•.16 +/- acres • prime commercial lot

• drive-thru capability • water, power and sewer 
in place  • across from Wheat Montana     

• additional land may be available   

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

West Ennis Street - Ennis - $275,000
• .3615 +/- acres • 3 bd, 1 3/4  ba, 1,484  +/- sq ft 
• immaculate home, mature landscaping • open floor plan, 
2 car garage, asphalt apron  • private well for underground 
sprinkler system  • covered west porch • near school, shopping, 
post office • partial ADA accessible bathroom, single level

W. Fagin Street - Ennis - $229,000
• 3 bd, 2 ba, 1,812 +/- sq ft 

• perfect family home • Madison Range views  • open 
floor plan, priced to sell • great rental history • close to 

fishing, hunting & hiking

W Hawker Lane - $229,000
• 10.24 +/- acres • 2 bd, 1 ba, 1,200 +/- sq ft 

• log cabin, attached hanger and taxiway access • 
room for small plane and 2 cars/trucks • 800’ from 

airport access gate • full unfinished basement

Tobe Rd  - Ennis - $359,000
• 6.01 +/- acres • 2 houses on one property

• 1 house - 2 bedroom, 1 3/4 bath • 1 house - 3 
bedroom, 2 bath • 3 - 2 car attached garages 

• views of the Madison Mountain Range

 Cedar Court (Golf Course) - Ennis - $339,000
• .526 +/- acres • 4 bd, 3 ba,  2,233+/- sq ft • 

well maintained, wrap around decks • community 
water system, new furnace, new a/c  • mature 

trees, massive mountain views • open floor plan, 
vaulted ceilings, 3 car garage  

Missouri View - Toston - $549,000
• 1.33 +/- acres  • 3 bd,  2 ba, 2,232 +/- sf 

• majestic riverfront log home  • floor to ceiling 
windows, large deck • open floor plan, mountain 

views, overlooks the Missouri River

Palisades Drive - Cameron - $749,000
• 10.02 +/- acres •  3 bd, 3.5ba, 2,100 +/- sq ft 

• riverfront home • year round access, NO 
COVENANTS  • overlooks the Palisades, abundant 
wildlife • attached 2 car garage, river and mountain 

views •  vaulted ceilings, rustic elegance

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Call Jenny 
Rohrback 

406.868.3175

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,
Tile Installers, Masons, Welders and 

Cabinet  Builders.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher

Skilled in lacquer and 
other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITY WHILE 
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A  
TOUR ON AUGUST 3RD 

CALL TO RESERVE A SPOT 

17 E Main Street 
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645 

406.547.3466 
www.blackbuttecopper.com 

WHITEHALL – Montana 
State Parks will host a musi-
cal performance celebrating 
the grandeur of public lands at 
Lewis & Clark Caverns State 
Park.

On Thursday, August 9, from 
8 – 9 p.m., visitors experience 
the mystery and magnificence 
of our public lands through the 
instrumental guitar of compos-
er, musician, and past National 
Park Artist-In-Residence David 
Boye. His program will present 
music and discuss moments in-
spired by the wild beauty of the 
wilderness of the West.

Boye is a composer, musi-
cian, and educator from Lin-
coln, Nebraska. He has per-
formed an eclectic variety 
of music styles in ambient, 

new age, rock, blues and jazz 
groups. Incorporating actu-
al recorded “found” sounds of 
nature, he writes evocative and 
uplifting pieces that elicit the 
calm splendor of the wide-open 
spaces of the great American 
outdoors. He has also served 
as an Artist-In-Residence at 
Rocky Mountain National Park, 
Homestead National Monument 
and North Cascades National 
Park, which was the start of a 
personal passion of exploring 
and creating music that evokes 
the infinite wonders of the wil-
derness of the National Parks 
and the west.

For more information call 
the park visitor center at (406) 
287-3541  or visit stateparks.
mt.gov.

Public Lands: A Musical Interpretation

HELENA – The Montana 
Film Office at the Department 
of Commerce today announced 
$500,000 in grant awards for 
productions filming in Mon-
tana, including several by res-
ident filmmakers.

Among the recipients were 
the moviemakers of “Black 
Flowers,” a film about a fam-
ily struggling to survive in a 
post-apocalyptic world while 
coping with the loss of them-
selves and each other, which 
will be filmed in Twin Bridges.

Set two years after nuclear 
war, the family travels across a 
desolate North America search-
ing for a new home.

Black Flowers filmmakers 
received a $10,000 grant to pro-

duce the film. 
“Film production brings 

dollars into communities 
across the state,” said Montana 
Film Commissioner Allison 
Whitmer. “The Big Sky Film 
Grant helps to grow the indus-
try from two sides. It provides 
an incentive for productions to 
come here and gives an edge 
to our own filmmakers who 
are sharing Montana with the 
world through their work.”

The grant comprises three 
categories: feature film and 
TV, development, and resident 
filmmaker. The development 
category covers any non-fea-
ture-length projects such as 
web series.

Twin Bridges to be setting of new film

MONTANA – Governor Steve Bullock today announced Mon-
tana’s unemployment rate dropped again for the second straight month, 
down to 3.8 percent for the month of June. 

The U.S. unemployment rate rose to 4.0 percent in June.
“Montana’s economy remains strong as we continue to ensure the 

future well-being of Montana families,” said Governor Bullock. “The 
key to this continued economic growth and prosperity is a trained 
and talented workforce, which we are bolstering through education 
and workforce initiatives, apprenticeships, and other pathways to 
good-paying jobs.”

Payroll employment posted a gain of 400 jobs despite a loss of 
nearly 800 jobs in federal government employment over the month. 
Retail trade and local government posted the largest over-the-month 
growth. Total employment levels posted insignificant changes over the 
last month.

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) in-
creased by 0.1% in June with broad-based price increases across many 
goods. Over the last 12 months, inflation has been accelerating, with an 
increase of 2.9% in the CPI-U. The index for all items less food and en-
ergy, also called core inflation, increased 0.2% in June, with a change 
of 2.3% over the last year. 

Unemployment figures are seasonally-adjusted.  Seasonally-ad-
justed numbers remove the effects of events that follow a more or less 
regular month-to-month pattern each year. These adjustments make 
non-seasonal patterns easier to identify. The margin of error for the 
unemployment rate is plus or minus 0.5 percentage points at the 90 
percent confidence level. 

The next Labor Situation Report for the month of July 2018 will be 
released on Friday, August 17.

State unemployment rate falls to 3.8 percent
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Mostly sunny - High 80, low 50, 
Winds N 7 mph, 20 percent chance 
of rain.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Sunny. High 80, low 50. Winds 
NNE 6 mph, 0 percent chance of 
rain.

“Vitality shows 
in not only 
the ability to 
persist but the 
ability to start 
over.”

F. Scott 
Fitzgerald

Call for a free estimate!

HEATING • A/C • DUCT CLEANING

Serving Madison, Beaverhead and Gallatin Counties

Forced Air | Radiant Boiler Systems | Geothermal Heat Pumps

406.221.6677

Montana MechanicalGet 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Klasen Septic
Need your septic tank 

pumped NOW?
We’re available! 
Call for a quote.
We also rent portable toilets.

683-2063   OR   925-1076

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Sunny. High 88, low 55. Winds 
NNE 6 mph, 0 percent chance of 
rain.

Savage 
Construction

Tom Savage, owner
37 years experience

Call 
641-0059 or 682-7523

Log overhead 
entry gates

Madison Valley Roofing
Tom Savage, Owner

Roofing Year Round!

Fully insured
FREE Estimates 

Call 641-0059 or 682-7523

AM thunderstorms -  High 77, low 
48. Winds N 9 mph, 40 percent 
chance of rain.

Sunny. High 76, low 47. Winds 
NNE 7 mph, 10 percent chance 
of rain.

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

GNG ASPHALT PAVING & SEAL COATING

HOT RUBBER CRACK REPAIR
PARKING LOT STRIPPING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MONTANA OWNED AND OPERATED

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL -  406-210-1911

GNG

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

THUR 7/26: SHENANDOAH 30TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR
FRI 7/27: JOHNNY COUNTERFIT Comedian/Voice Impressionist/
   Recording Artist
DANCE SAT 7/28: COUNTRY TRADITION
THUR 8/2: JEANNIE SEELY W/ SPECIAL 
   GUEST TIM ATWOOD [ACOUSTIC]

THUR 8/9: AN EVENING WITH CRAIG MORGAN [ACOUSTIC]
THUR 8/16: MOE BANDY
FRI 8/17: COUNTRY MUSIC LEGEND RONNIE MCDOWELL
DANCE SAT 8/18: CRAZY MTN EXPRESS
THUR 8/23: TONY SURACI AS THE HIGHWAYMAN An incredible 
   tribute to Johnny, Willie, Waylon & Kris
FRI 8/24: THE WICHITA LINEMAN A tribute to Glen Campbell starring   
   Carl Acuff, Jr.
SAT 8/25: DION PRIDE Son of Charley - A tribute to his Dad 
   - Singing his Dad’s songs
DANCE SAT 9/15: WWW.TWANG

Music Ranch Montana Near Yellowstone Park

9 miles south of Livingston on Highway 89           406-222-2255
Check musicranchmontana.net for ticket info

ALL SHOWS/DANCES AT 7:30 PM

Guys Like Us
HANDYMAN SERVICE

P.O. Box 420
Ennis, MT 59729

Drew Cantwell
406-581-8626
Hope Cantwell
406-581-8275

Ennis Town Pump has expanded to better serve 
the Ennis community. To fill this need, we are hir-
ing in the following positions; assistant manager, 
grocery merchandiser, bookkeeper, and cashiers. 
These are full-time positions with full-time ben-
efits. We offer a generous 401(k), profit sharing, 

flex accounts, health insurance, dental and vision 
plans, life insurance, paid vacation, education 
assistance and more. To start your career with 

Town Pump, call 682-7439 or 
apply online at townpump.com.

Join us for 
Vacation Bible School 2018!

As kids get ready for the big game, 
they will learn that the goal is not 

competing in their own strength 
because god has already equipped 

them with everything they need! 

REGISTRATION: Sunday, August 5th  ~ 4:30 p.m.

VBS: Sunday - Thursday, August 5th - 9th 
 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Madison Valley Baptist Church
5050 US MT HWY 287 in ENNIS

For more information contact Hailee Hunter at 
406.230.1974 or hailee2011roness@gmail.com
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VIRGINIA CITY—Mary Jane Bradbury 
has a background in acting, but sees her-
self more as an interpreter. When it comes to 
teaching people about history,she makes a dis-
tinction.

“It’s not just a matter of spewing informa-
tion,” she says. “Taking that information and 
what you know, how would that person tell 
their story? I think everyone who listens to one 
of these stories sees a little bit of themselves in 
these people. They start to listen as if I were 
that person, telling you a story of my life. It 
has to do with the listener as much as the sto-
ryteller.”

On August 9, Mary Jane Bradbury will visit 
Virginia City, but it will be Evelyn Cameron 
who walks into the Elling House Arts and Hu-
manities Center that evening. 

Evelyn Cameron died in 1926, but Brad-
bury has learned so much about her that she 
can seamlessly adopt her persona, as she’s 
done with legendary congresswoman Jean-
nette Rankin, Nancy Russell (businesswoman 
and wife of painter C.M. Russell), artist and 
naturalist Martha Maxwell and others during 
her career. After 40 years spent in Colorado, 
Bradbury moved to Montana in 2014 and has 
traveled from Libby to Ekalaka and every-
where in between, always doing her favorite 
thing: telling stories, in her own unique and 
engaging way.

Who was Evelyn Cameron?
Bradbury has spent months becoming an 

expert on the life and times of Evelyn Cam-
eron. 

A British expatriate who immigrated to the 
United States in the late 19th century, Cam-
eron left behind a life so privileged that she 
never had to brush her own hair — for pioneer 
life on the plains of eastern Montana with her 
naturalist husband. She never looked back.

“She truly found her joy and her passion 
here in the West,” says Bradbury. Cameron fell 
in love with the plains of Montana, and became 
a self-taught master of western photography. 
Even with the advent of film photography, 
Cameron stuck with the original—and cum-
bersome—glass plate technology. She carried 
plates with her on horseback, with her camera 
(which measured a cubic foot) around her waist 
and a tripod she carried in a rif le scabbard. 

Soon Cameron was capturing the essence 
of what pioneer homesteading life was like at 
the turn of the century in eastern Montana, as 
well as the natural world around her. It wasn’t 
unheard of her to display her characteristic pa-
tience and stoicism by waiting an hour or an 
afternoon, just for a bird to return to its nest so 
she could capture a photo of it.

But how does Bradbury know all this? 

A trove of history
During her life, Evelyn Cameron lived in 

three ranches on the eastern plains of Mon-
tana. She spent a large portion of her life on a 
ranch in Terry, between Miles City and Glen-
dive. Unbeknownst to many, she left behind a 
meticulous record that spanned decades when 
she died in 1926. Later, that trove was uncov-
ered by historian and editor Donna Lucey, who 
then spent years cataloging the discovery and 
writing the book Photographing Montana: The 
Life and Work of Evelyn Cameron, which was 
published in 1990. Today, there’s a museum in 
Terry dedicated to Cameron’s legacy and art. 

Like many women at the time, Cameron 
kept journals of her daily life as a pioneer 

woman. On that ranch in Terry, she filled 35 
volumes, one for each year she spent on Mon-
tana homesteads. Along with those journals 
were more than 2,000 photographs and 1,800 
surviving glass photography plates. Altogeth-
er, she created what might be the most com-
plete record of Montana pioneer life anywhere 
in the state.

“All of a sudden, here’s this whole pack-
age of a story and the picture that it painted 
of life on the eastern Montana frontier,” says 
Bradbury of the discovery. “She made an in-
teresting choice with her life, and because of 
it we have this complete picture of what life 
was like.”

Because so many artifacts were left behind 
from Cameron’s life, Bradbury’s interpretive 
program will be half in-character and half as 
herself, so she can interact with the audience 
using a presentation of some of Cameron’s 
photographs. Bradbury calls it learning the 
photographs that made the life.

“We’ll look at the connections between a 
human being who chose all that in her life, who 
needed to express herself, and the art that she 
created,” she says. 

One extreme to the other
Her stop in Virginia City is one of nearly 

two dozen presentations Bradbury will give in 
2018, an itinerary that spans the state. From 
hundreds of students in Billings schools to 
the one-room schoolhouses of Carbon County, 
Bradbury has brought history to life—literal-
ly—for students and communities all across 
Montana. 

She was artist-in-residence at the C. M. 
Russell Museum in Great Falls through this 
past January, and is also a speaker for Human-
ities Montana, which facilitates a week-long 
stint in Kalispell every year “like an itinerant 
storyteller that comes to town,” she says. And 
no matter the size of the audience, the com-
munities are always grateful, and she always 
leaves with new connections. 

“I go from one extreme to another in terms 
of the size of the town,” she says. “But it 
doesn’t matter. Once we engage, we have so 
much fun. Regardless of age or circumstance, 
to connect with people who have their own sto-
ries, to share that with them, is just so reward-
ing. Not a minute goes by that I’m not happy I 
made the choice to come to Montana.”

Bradbury’s—and Evelyn Cameron’s—vis-
it to Virginia City, titled “Pluck and Stamina: 
The Life of Pioneer Photographer Evelyn Cam-
eron,” will take place on Thursday, August 9, 
at 7 p.m. at the Elling House Arts and Human-
ities Center. Admission is by donation and the 
event is open to the public.

panorama

Road Agent Rally
CLASSIC TRUCK AND CAR SHOW!

Saturday the 28th starts at 10:00am to 4:00pm ~ Food, Fun and prizes.
Montana Heritage Commission  |  PO Box 338  | Virginia City, MT  59755

www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247
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Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Mary Jane Bradbury
becomes famed 19th 
century photographer

for August visit to 
Ruby Valley

‘Pluck and Stamina’

Evelyn Cameron - above at work in her photography studio, and below with a coyote 
pup - was a British expatriate who immigrated to the United States in the late 19th 
century.
 “She truly found her joy and her passion here in the West,” says Mary Jane Bradbury, 
who will portray Cameron on Aug. 9 at the Elling House Arts and Humanities Center in 
Virginia City. 
Cameron fell in love with the plains of Montana, and became a self-taught master of 
western photography. Even with the advent of film photography, Cameron stuck with 
the original—and cumbersome—glass plate technology. She carried plates with her 
on horseback, with her camera (which measured a cubic foot) around her waist and a 
tripod she carried in a rifle scabbard. 

Cameron at work shooting photographs on 
the prairie.



health & Wellness

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

Madison Valley Manor news…
Madison Valley Manor senior athletes practiced up their skills in basketball, darts and bowling 
and headed to Tobacco Root Mountain Care Center (TRMCC) in Sheridan to compete with oth-
er seniors from Sheridan and Dillon. Madison Valley Manor won the traveling trophy for aver-
age overall high score by a one point margin with TRMCC hot on their tail.  Maxine D. received 
second place in darts, Toby W. received second place in bowling and Linda M. received second 
place in basketball. Gail Nelson, TRMCC Activity Director, is presenting Dr. Melody Clark, MVM 
Activity Director, the trophy in the picture. Also pictured in the photo are: (back row) Linda., 
MVM Auxiliary Volunteer, Diana, Nan, Shari, MVM Activity Assistant, Sandy, Janel, MVM Staff, 
Maxine, Carrie, MVM Staff, Dona MVM Auxiliary Volunteer,  (front row) Eileen, Toby, Dr. Melo-
dy Clark, and Kaycee, MVM Volunteer.

By Eileen White, D.V.M.

ENNIS- As we roll out 
these lazy, hazy, crazy days 
of summer, and backyard bar-
becues replete with watermel-
on and corn on the cob, please 
take time to keep dogs away 
from the trash.

There are a couple un-
expected risks to our four-
legged family members in 
that trash….

One is bags from chips.
Dogs rooting around for 

those last tasty morsels in 
the bottoms of chip bags can 

suffocate when they breathe 
in, creating a plastic bag ef-
fect that they are unable to 
remove.  If this happens out 
of sight of the owner, tragedy 
can result.  One recommenda-
tion would be to cut the bag 
completely down one side 
before discarding.  A bit of 
a nuisance perhaps, but well 
worth the peace of mind it 
would provide.

Also, corn cobs with all 
that butter are a magnet for 
the trash hound.

Unfortunately, a dog can 
ingest a corncob easily, but 
then it can lodge in the intes-
tinal tract, creating a foreign 
body obstruction. This is a 
medical and surgical crisis, 
necessitating abdominal ex-
ploratory surgery to remove 
the offending corncob. A few 
moments to place the picnic 
refuse out of Fido’s reach can 
eliminate this risk.

May your summer barbe-
cues create only happy mem-
ories!

Picnics, corncobs and pet risks

Corncobs
can pose
a choking 

risk for 
dogs

By Eric Thorn, MD, FACC

This year, more than 610,000 Americans will 
die from heart disease. It’s the leading cause of 
death for men and women.

For decades, doctors and nutritionists pre-
scribed low-fat diets to people trying to lower 
their risk of heart disease. Saturated fats in meats 
and dairy products were thought to clog our ar-
teries.

A growing body of research suggests this ad-
vice was wrong. For most people, it’s carbohy-
drates that are the true cause of heart disease.

A report published last year in The Lancet 
studied nutrition among people across 18 differ-
ent countries. Researchers found that people who 
ate the least saturated fat had the highest rates 
of heart disease and mortality. Meanwhile, peo-
ple who consumed the most saturated fat had the 
lowest rate of strokes.

Limiting intake of carbohydrates, rather than 
fats, is a surer way to decrease the risk of heart 
disease. An analysis of more than a dozen stud-
ies published in the British Journal of Nutrition 
found that patients on low-carb diets had healthi-
er body weights and cardiovascular systems than 
those on low-fat diets.

I’m a cardiologist in Virginia and my own pa-
tients have seen the benefits of a low-carb, high-
fat diet firsthand.

Consider Marj. At age 71, she lost over 100 
pounds in a year without medication, meal re-
placements, or surgery -- just by cutting out sug-
ars and starches and eating healthier food.

Denise had out-of-control diabetes. Her blood 
sugar was frequently over 250 -- a level far above 
normal -- despite being on insulin. Then she 
started a low-carb diet. After only a week, she 

was off insulin and had near normal blood sugar 
levels.

When Jeff started working with me, he had 
severe lipid abnormalities. Four months later, his 
HDL cholesterol -- commonly known as “good 
cholesterol” -- had increased by 13 points. And 
his triglyceride level plummeted from 468 to 78 
-- well below the normal level of 150. All of this 
was without medication or exercise.

The mistaken belief that fats cause heart dis-
ease stems from weak, outdated research. Back 
in 1961, the American Heart Association pub-
lished its first report recommending that people 
limit consumption of animal fats and dietary cho-
lesterol.

But that hypothesis had never been put to the 
test in a clinical trial. A controlled trial is the 
only way to prove a cause-effect relationship, 
rather than a mere correlation that could occur 
due to some unknown variable.

Eventually, the National Institutes of Health 
started conducting clinical trials. However, these 
trials were deeply flawed. Additionally, when ev-
idence contradicted the dominant medical narra-
tive, researchers effectively buried it. One NIH 
study, which found little-to-no relationship be-
tween saturated fats and various health problems, 
was conducted between 1968 and 1973 but wasn’t 
published for another 16 years.

Despite the flimsy evidence against saturated 
fats, mainstream nutritionists still advise people 
to eat carbohydrates and steer clear of fats. The 
AHA recommends restricting saturated fat con-
sumption to 6 percent of total calories. Federal 
guidelines encourage people to eat fat-free or 
low-fat dairy and plenty of grains.

This advice is dooming hundreds of thou-
sands of people to early death and disability.

For decades, our public health leaders have 
dispensed deadly dietary advice. That needs 
to change. Many doctors, myself included, 
have seen how low-carb diets help patients lose 
weight, reverse their diabetes, and improve their 
cholesterol.

Dr. Eric Thorn is a cardiologist affiliated 
with the Virginia Hospital Center.

Carbohydrates Are Killing Us
Cardiologist says 
“healthy” eating

habits of last 30 years
are wrong, low-carb 

is the way to go

Sp o r t s
Ph y si c a l s IT

’S
 T

IM
E

!

W HERE :  Ennis 
Elementary School Cafeteria

W HEN :  Wed. August 8th
9 a.m to Noon

Physicals will be conducted on a 
walk-in basis, first come first serve. 

There will be a male and a female 
provider available for the physicals. 

If you have questions, please contact 
the clinic at 682-4223.
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Hurricane and Harley
The trailer door was latched 

down tight. Three horses were 
inside.  Each one of us was 
ready.  We were anxious for a 
ride.

But then I heard my cell 
phone ring.  ‘Twas Harley 
down the road.  “I heard we’ve 
got a ride today.  I’m saddled 
up to load.”

Henry shot a look at me 
and gave a sheepish smile.  I 
got back on the phone and said, 
“We’ll be there in a while.”

Well most of us knew Har-
ley was no rocket scientist.  

And when you were around 
him, well your patience was a 
must.

And just to say a word 
or two ‘bout Harley and his 
horse. Old Harley called him 
Hurricane.  He was a threaten-
ing force.

When we pulled into the 
yard we noticed Harley was a 
sight.  It looked like Hurricane 
had really given him a fight. 

Harley had a bloodied nose, 
his left eye swollen shut.  And 
just below the hairline showed 
a nasty two-inch cut.

It looked like Hurricane 
had won.  Old Harley said, 
“Not so!  ‘Cuz Hurricane’s the 
one who has the saddle on, ya 
know.”

I opened up the trailer 
gate and Hurricane looked in.  
He blew a snort and pulled 
straight back, kicked Harley in 
the shin.

That’s when we knew how 
Hurricane received his right-
ful fame.  I’ve had a few like 
him before.  Now Elmer’s is 
their name.

The horses gave that look 

to me.  “Don’t put him in here 
please!”  Just then the Hurri-
cane jumped in and landed 
with such ease.  

We worked on Harley, 
patched him up.  He still had 
one good eye.  We knew he’d 
have a good old time.  He’s just 
that kind of guy. 

So, when it comes to ridin’, 
we’ll include most anyone.  
Our ride’s a mix of cowboys.   
That’s the recipe for fun.

Feeling overwhelmed... and what to do about it

Every summer, it’s the 
same scenario: an appalling 
number of tourists come out 
on the losing side of physical 
altercations with animals in 
Yellowstone National Park.  
Such incidents are almost as 
predictable as Old Faithful’s 
geyser eruptions.  Even some 
small wild critters can be in-
timidating.  After all, a wee, 
perpetually angry, weasel is 
fully capable of putting an 
NFL lineman-sized guy to 
shameful f light.  Nevertheless, 
the most newsworthy encoun-
ters involve larger mammals.  

For example, a while ago, 
I saw on the TV news that a 
woman had been head-butted 
(bashed) off a trail by a buffa-
lo in the Park.  Thankfully, the 
victim did not suffer any ma-
jor injuries.  Still, she can’t be 
faulted for not trying her best 
to get pulverized. Obvious-
ly, the assaulted lady hadn’t 
been taught one of the basic 
rules of human/wildlife inter-
action—“Never dispute trail 
right-of-ways with an animal 
which has the capacity to butt 
your butt over a medium-sized 
lodge pole pine!”  

At that critical moment, 
many Park visitors come to a 
shocking realization.  Though 
they may appear cumbersome, 
buffalo can outrun even the 
speediest of 60-pound-over-
weight, grossly out-of-shape 
humans.  Still, because smart 
phones make for paltry weap-
ons, assuming a fixed defen-

sive posture isn’t a good idea 
either.  With that grim scenario 
in mind, I think it’s high time 
for the National Park Service 
to offer buffalo-bashing sur-
vival training. 

To begin, said training 
could focus on teaching po-
tential victims how to posi-
tion their bodies at the opti-
mal angle from the enraged 
animal’s massive head in or-
der to def lect the most shock.  
Next, because it only encour-
ages the attacking beast, they 
should be encouraged to ab-
stain from unsightly f lailing 
of their extremities while air-
borne.  Instead, tourists should 
be instructed in how to, like 
a thrown bronc rider clearing 
a corral fence, artfully sail 
over the afore-mentioned tree.  
Moreover, during the ensuing 
descent, they should strive to 
maintain a semblance of ath-
letic form by keeping their feet 

from separating upon reunit-
ing with the ground, head first.  

Immediately after said im-
pact, fortunately, the offend-
ing buffalo is often unsure of 
where its victim has landed.   
Therefore, as I see it, it’s vi-
tal that the catapulted party be 
trained to roll to his feet and 
beat a hasty retreat, in one f lu-
id motion.  After all, precious 
time spent thrashing around, 
while moaning and groaning, 
allows the beefy antagonist 
more time to locate its prey 
and muster another uplifting 
butt lifting.

If, heaven forbid, all the 
above-detailed survival meth-
ods fail, the desperate tourist 
needs to take a lesson from 
the buffalo.  In particular, the 
targeted person should “acci-
dently” bash into one of the 
multitude of clueless foreign 
visitors who are engrossed 
in filming what they’re con-

vinced is a staged Wild-West 
re-enactment.  By so doing, 
the original target can draw the 
furious beast’s attention away 
from himself and toward the 
f lattened, f lailing alien.

When, oh when, are peo-
ple going to learn that wild 
animals really are wild?  Per-
haps that’s why they are so 
often seen running around 
loose.  Furthermore, because 
they’re free to go where ever 
they danged well please, the 
untamed critters will some-
times take grievous personal 
umbrage when people get in 
their way.

Still, one would think that, 
considering the numerous bi-
son/human altercations which 
have occurred over the years, 
folks would wise up.  Howev-
er, around four million vaca-
tioners visit Yellowstone Na-
tional Park each year.  Thus, 
each year brings a fresh crop 

of naïve buffalo-bashing-bait.  
Hopefully, by enacting my 
common-sense training the 
Park Service can at least lessen 
the severity of tourist injuries.  
Only time will tell.

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

Hollowtop Smoke Signals  by Art Kehler

BUFFALO-BASHING BAIT

Dealing 
with an 
uplifting 
problem

By Bryan Golden

The proverbial straw that broke the cam-
el’s back is an illustration of what can happen 
when you feel overwhelmed. 

Each straw by itself is irrelevant. Yet, the 
cumulative weight of enough straw can be un-
bearable.

Life’s events can have the same cumula-
tive impact as the straw. Most situations, by 
themselves, are manageable. But when you are 
faced with one problem after another, before 
you have a chance to resolve each one, it’s easy 
to feel overwhelmed.

Situations can also pile up gradually be-
cause of your inattention or failure to deal 
with them as they occur. Then, seemingly out 
of nowhere, you become overwhelmed.  In this 
scenario, you don’t realize what’s happening 
until everything becomes a crisis.

So, you can become overwhelmed because 
of circumstances beyond your control that oc-
cur quickly or simultaneously.

Or you can become overwhelmed because 
you neglect to handle situations as they arise.  

Each scenario requires a slightly different 
strategy.

When events occur non-stop and without 
letup, often the first reaction is to panic and 
freeze.

Not knowing what to do first, you try to 
juggle everything at once while feeling as if 
you are about to lose your balance at any mo-
ment.

The key to dealing with this situation is to 
prioritize.

Since you can only address one issue at a 
time, you have to decide which circumstanc-
es require immediate attention. Sometimes, 
it seems as if everything is critical. But you, 
nevertheless, have to pick a starting point for 
your attention.

Unfortunately, the most critical situation is 
usually the most difficult to deal with. So, hu-
man nature being what it is, people will tend 
to address one of the least important issues be-
cause it’s easier.

However, when you neglect the most critical 
situation, it will quickly worsen. With enough 
neglect, a situation will get to a point where it 

is out of control and the window of opportuni-
ty to take corrective action has passed.

For example, the roof on Debra’s house has 
started to leak. Additionally, her car needs an 
oil change, the kitchen has to be painted, she 
needs new clothes for a party in three weeks, 
her son is doing poorly in school, she has a 
painful tooth ache, and the company she works 
for is being sold in six months.

Debra feels overwhelmed.
So she goes shopping for her new clothes.  

Rather than prioritizing and going to the den-
tist first, Debra takes a painkiller and then 
picks the task of lowest importance.

After she gets her clothes, Debra will feel 
just as overwhelmed as before since all of the 
pressing issues are still there.

As an outside observer, it easy to see what 
Debra should do first. She should tend to her 
tooth before she risks losing it. If Debra ne-
glects her roof, more serious damage will oc-
cur. Then she has to get her son back on track 
before he falls too far behind. Once these im-
mediate issues are dealt with, Debra will have 
a little more breathing room and feel less over-

whelmed.
But when you are the one feeling over-

whelmed, your perspective becomes cloudy.  
You become stressed out and don’t want to 
deal with anything. Avoidance, however, will 
allow things to get worse.

When overwhelmed, you have to address 
the most critical situation first. Then focus 
your energy on one task at a time. Once you 
have done everything you can for the most im-
portant problem, move on to the next pressing 
situation. Resist the temptation to begin with 
the least significant challenge.

When you take this approach, you will start 
to feel better because you are taking action on 
the most pressing problems.  The more proac-
tive you are, the faster you will overcome the 
obstacles in front of you.

Bryan Golden is the author of “Dare to 
Live Without Limits.”  Contact Bryan at Bry-
an@columnist.com or visit www.DareToLive-
WithoutLimits.com Ó 2018 Bryan Golden

By Rep.  Greg Hertz HD 12 

Direct primary care agree-
ments are a fee-for-service 
contract between healthcare 
providers and patients, and are 
meant to cover preventative, 
routine, or preliminary office 
visits. Primary care clinics are 
independent doctors’ offices 
that do not accept insurance 
or bill third parties. There 
have been several of these ar-
rangements made available to 
consumers in Montana during 
the last six months. The most 
recent is Dr. Cara Harrop who 
will open a clinic in Polson.

Patients at her clinic will 
pay a “membership fee” of $75 
per month for an adult to gain 
unlimited access to preven-
tative care, medical diagno-
ses, common cold treatments, 

physicals, and even some mi-
nor surgical procedures. This 
monthly rate is possible be-
cause of the reduction in ad-
ministrative costs for billing, 
overhead and the profit the in-
surance company takes off the 
top.

You might ask; why haven’t 
these types of arrangements 
been available to Montana 
consumers until now? Twice, 
the Legislature has passed a 
bill allowing for direct prima-
ry care clinics. In 2015 then 
State Senator Matt Rosendale 
was able to get a bill through 
the legislative process allow-
ing direct primary care. Ev-
ery Democrat (including State 
Representative Kathleen Wil-
liams who is now running for 
Congress) voted against it, and 
when it passed with the Re-

publican majority, the Gover-
nor took out his veto pen.

Governor Bullock wrote in 
his veto explanation that the 
“plans offer little or no added 
value to most consumers” and 
“charge fees for treatments al-
ready covered by a consumer’s 
health insurance, such as pre-
ventative care that insurance 
covers at no out-of-pocket cost 
to the consumer.”  This is out 
of touch with the reality of 
high deductible Obamacare 
plans. Health insurance cov-
ers your annual physical, but 
it does not cover your doctor 
visits for many other common 
conditions unless you have 
met your deductible. Maybe 
the Governor should ask Mon-
tanans outside of the Capitol 
how high their deductibles 
have become. Under the state 

employee plan, the Governor 
does pays little to nothing for 
doctor visits, especially if he 
goes to the state clinic in Hel-
ena that requires no-copay for 
a visit and, ironically, has a 
contract with the state that is 
essentially a direct primary 
care agreement covering all 
state employees. Some legisla-
tors also benefit from this ar-
rangement, but I have refused 
the coverage and use the same 
high deductible Obamacare 
plan that I provide to my em-
ployees in my business.

In March 2017, the legis-
lature again passed a bill al-
lowing direct primary care, 
this time with the support of 
nine Democrats.  Governor 
Bullock again vetoed the bill. 
Then in December 2017, now 
the sitting Commissioner of 

Insurance, Matt Rosendale, 
determined that the business 
of providing primary care does 
not fall under the business of 
insurance. With a simple ad-
visory memo, Commissioner 
Rosendale authorized the use 
of primary care agreements, 
giving Montanans more op-
tions to meet their health care 
needs.

While Governor Bull-
ock and Democrats fight for 
more insurance mandates 
and unsustainable increases 
in subsidized and socialized 
healthcare, Republicans are 
committed to implementing 
innovative, cost-cutting mea-
sures to reduce healthcare 
costs while ensuring consumer 
choice and top-notch care. Hertz is Speaker Pro Temof 

the Montana State Legisla-
ture. He lives in Polson.

The truth about direct primary care

Rep.  Greg Hertz HD 12
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755
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HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.
47-tfc-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Spring is the ideal removing 
and pruning time!

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
581-9254
18-tfc-b

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

14’ x 48’ storage unit. 12’ x 14’ 
doors. $165 per month. Call Bob 

925-1362
47-tfc-b

Shop for rent in Sheridan. 
Highway 287 frontage. New 

building 32 x 44, roll up door, 
restroom. References required. 

750.00 per month. Call 842.5936
28-TFC-B

GOPHER EXCAVATING 
Mini excavator

Low impact/cross lawns
Also 4x4 tractor/blade/bucket 

Dig for tree planting 
Dig deck supports

Trench water/sewer/lines
No job too small !

Low Cost ! 
Senior Discount !

406-842-7737 or 916-600-3018
29-tfc-b

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

FOR RENT
LOST & FOUND

Sheridan apartment for rent 
1 bedroom, W/D in unit

$420/month, no pets
Call 406-596-4495

35-tfc-b

FOR  SALE

6 ft. grand piano $4,595 Piano 
keyboard $695. Misc. furniture, 

recumbent bike & XLGlid-
er, 2 sets M/S tires on rims 

P215/75R15, Montana antiques, 
Call 406-579-8411.

VIRGINIA CITY 
FLEA MARKET Saturday 

July 28, 9 am Antiques, jewelry, 
collectibles Come to buy or sell! 

Free setup, Hwy 287 across 
from VC Fire Department Call 

406-843-5544 for info

THE OLD HOTEL is 
HIRING

- Qualified 
Front & Back 

of the House Staff 
- Servers 

- Line Cooks 
- Dishwashers 

Must be Available 20-30 Hours 
a Week for the Remainder of 
the 2018 Summer Season. 15-
20 Hours through the Winter 
Season Nights & Weekends 
Experience Preferred RASS 
Trained or Eligible to Sell/

Serve Alcohol

Please Send Resumé to:
PO Box 242 Twin Bridges, 

MT 59754
or email: 

oldhotel@3rivers.net

For More Information: Call 
Paula or Bill Kinoshita at 

406.684.5959

Place Your Classified
682-7755

YARD SALE JULY 27 & 28
711 Madison Ave. Ennis

Tools, Hardware, Household stuff, 
Art and Hobby items, Sporting 
Goods, Too much to list! Agate 

Collection.

For Rent: professional office 
space in Lone Elk Mall. 90sf. 
Includes common area confer-
ence room, utilities, and other 
amenities. $100/mo. 640-1351

Private mobile home or RV site 
in Ennis. Annual lease only. Call 
596-7390, please leave message. 

Madison Valley Medical Center 
and Ennis School District seek 

Part Time School Nurse.
Complete an employment ap-
plication and submit a resume 
to careers@mvmedcenter.org 

or call Madison Valley Medical 
Center at 682-6862.

Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District

The Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District, Ennis, MT is accept-
ing applications for a part-time 

Bookkeeper/Clerk. This position 
is responsible for completing 

accounts payable and accounts 
receivable, payroll, month end 

journal entries, provides monthly 
financial reports to the Trustees 
at regularly scheduled monthly 
meetings, prepare agendas, at-

tend Board meetings, take notes 
and prepare draft minutes for 

approval, submit quarterly and 
annual reports to State and Fed-
eral Government, perform other 

clerical duties as assigned.
Experience with government 

accounting, knowledge of Mon-
tana State BARS System, 2018 
QuickBooks, Word, and Excel, 
approximately 20-25 hours per 
month, with additional hours 

when reports are due, quarterly. 
Salary placement depending on 
experience. Submit application 

(link to form:  http://www.madi-
soncountymt.gov/documentcen-
ter/view/643) to Madison Valley 
Rural Fire District, PO Box 849, 
Ennis, MT 59729. Closing date 

5:00 p.m. on August 3, 2018. 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Harrison Public Schools is seek-
ing a head cook for the 2018-19 
school year.  The school year 
starts on August 22nd but the 
position will start the week prior 
and will involve some training 
prior school starting.  The start-
ing pay is $11.25 per hour plus 
$450 per month towards health 
insurance.  If you have health 
insurance already, you may take 
the $450 as salary or put it into a 
medical savings account.
Harrison High School is also 
seeking a Head Volleyball Coach 
for the 2018 season which begins 
August 10th.  The stipend sum is 
$2,569.40. 
If anyone is interested in these 
positions, they should contact 
Mr. Hofman at the school at 406-
685-3428 or stop by the school 
Monday - Thursday between 
9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

1 BR Duplex for rent downtown 
Ennis. W/D included, pets 

negotiable. $500 per month plus 
deposit. Avail. June 15. 

406-270-0910
28-TFC-B

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

Gary Kinney
843-5486

WINDOW 
CLEANING

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

VRBO/Seasonal Cleaning
24 hr Emergency Flood & Fire Mitigation

HOME • OFFICE • RENTAL • AUTO • RV 
Carpets • Rugs • Upholstery • Windows

Serving Southwest Montana
406-683-2226

Proud member of Greater Ruby Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture

The West Yellowstone Chamber/
CVB is looking for a part-time 
Marketing Assistant who will 

work independently and collab-
oratively with our Marketing 
team assisting in marketing 

plans, campaign management, 
reporting, and social media 

accounts. Flexible hours. Wage 
DOE. Strong local West Yel-

lowstone knowledge essential. 
Position will remain open until 

qualified candidate is hired. Full 
description available at https://
www.destinationyellowstone.
com/job-postings/. Please send 
resumes with “MARKETING 
ASSISTANT” in the subject to 
jobs@destinationyellowstone.

com.

Fan Mountain Inn and the Pic-
A-Nic Basket are both hiring. 

Apply in person.

Help Wanted for various posi-
tions at Ennis True Value.  See 

Lori for more information.

REQUEST FOR BIDS: Sheri-
dan School District No. 5 is ac-

cepting sealed bids, until August 
14, 2018, for a Cub Cadet lawn 

mower with rear bagger ($2,000 
reserve bid).

Items are being sold on an 
“as-is, where-is” basis.  Written 
bids must be submitted by 12:00 

noon on Tuesday, August 14, 
2018 to: Sheridan School Dis-

trict, PO Box 586, Sheridan, MT 
59749.  Bids must be sealed and 

clearly marked.  Bids will be 
opened at the Sheridan School 
on Tuesday, August 14, 2018, 

read and recorded.

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Dr. Erv Hrasky 
Living Estate Sale

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
July 26th, 27th & 28th

Open at 10 AM
191 Hardin Lane
Bozeman - 59718

Dr. Hrasky is downsizing, 
we are selling the rest of 
his beautiful furnishings 
including beds, leather 
couch, chairs, log and 
willow furniture, side 
tables, large log dining 

table and side table.  Lots 
of art, and décor pieces. 
2003 motor home, patio 
furniture, BBQ’s, yard 

equipment, snow blower, 
high wheeled weed eater, 
sports equipment, skis, 

snowshoes, bike and fishing 
gear.  Full kitchen & bar 
stools.  Mike & Cheryl 

406- 842-5251
PLEASE SEE 
PHOTOS AT: 

www.AbleEstateSales.com 

Ennis Town Pump has 
expanded to better serve the 
Ennis community. To fill this 

need, we are hiring in the 
following positions; assistant 
manager, grocery merchan-
diser, bookkeeper, and ca-

shiers. These are full-time po-
sitions with full-time benefits. 

We offer a generous 401(k), 
profit sharing, flex accounts, 
health insurance, dental and 
vision plans, life insurance, 

paid vacation, education assis-
tance and more. To start your 
career with Town Pump, call 
682-7439 or apply online at 

townpump.com. 

Hay Camp Ranch in Jeffers, 
MT is looking for a depend-

able full time ranch hand. This 
position requires someone who 
is self-starting, has the ability to 
take direction and be willing to 
work in all conditions. Qualifi-
cations include calving experie-

ice, the ability to care for and 
treat animals, horse experience, 

fence repair, and knowledge 
of modern haying equipment. 

Wages DOE.
Apply by sending your resume 

to Hay Camp Ranch at 10 
Windy Pass Lane, Ennis, MT 

59729 or contact us at 406-579-
9708.

Titan Construction is looking 
for a hardworking individual to 
join our construction compa-
ny. Must be dependable and 

responsible. CDL and MSHA 
preferred. Equipment operator/
laborer, part time to full time. 

Wages DOE. IRA/AFLAC 
available. Email resume to 

titanjor@3rivers.net or fax to 
406-682-4552

Twin Bridges School  - 1 
full time custodian (vaca-

tion, sick, retirement, health 
insurance) $12.00 @ hr.                                                                                             

1 part time custodian (vacation, 
sick, retirement) $12.00 @hr.

For Sale:
Dining Table - 84 x 33 x 30 - 

$400
Bench -  83 x 12 x 19 - $200

 - Reclaimed wood from stage-
coach stop cabin near Targhee 

Creek
Vice - Reed Mfg 96 lbs 5 inche 

jaws, 8 inch opening. $250
Call 317-514-1323

2010 29 foot StarCraft camper 
trailer with slideout $8000. Call 
406-685-3784 for information

FOUND
Fly box on Upper Madison 

River below 3 Dollar Bridge. 
Found floating in river. Call 

to identify.
602-370-6277

or
602-370-9803

RARE BIRD IN TOWN
Unique property in Ennis with 
guest/rental unit for home busi-

ness or investor. Shady trees 
and birds galore in town, 2 lots, 
over 1/2 acre, sunrooms, cabins/
sheds, studio and huge garage. 

640 Nicole Way. Motivated 
seller. Contact Kerie Hagler, 

Realtor  406-570-6133 

GARAGE SALES

Christmas in July Bazaar, 
Twin Bridges

Do your Christmas 
shopping early! 

Friday July 27, 2-5:30 p.m. and 
Saturday July 28, 12-5 p.m. 

201 9thAve. E, Twin Bridges.

Grandma’s Overlow
Wood Garden lattice

Rakes
2 lawn mowers

Old metal pots - for flowers
Old metal tub - for flowers

Lg. Wooden sunflower
Tues - Sat

10 am - 4pm

YARD SALE
524 W Hugel, Ennis

This Saturday and Sunday
9am to 2 pm

Boats, motors, Ford Excur-
sion, Fishing, hunting, laptops, 

computer equipment, art, lots of 
good stuff AND junk!

REQ. FOR BIDS

Ad #245
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.com 
(406) 293-3714

Ad #246
One of the prettiest places in Mon-
tana. Approximately 4 acres, 2,700 
sq.ft. home, including 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths with benefits of town liv-
ing. (406) 538-8460.

Ad #247
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. 
Residential and Commercial Tim-
ber Packages. Full Service Design 
- Build Since 1990, (406) 581-3014 
brett@bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #248
Two letter Livestock Brand. Lazy 
TM. Cattle-left hip. Horses-left 
thigh. $5000. Call (406) 587-3856 
or email
rlyuboz@gmail.com

Ad #249
GUITAR WANTED! Local musi-
cian will pay up to $12,500 for pre-
1975 Gibson, Fender, Martin and 
Gretsch guitars. Fender amplifiers 
also. Call toll free! 1-800-995-
1217.

Ad #250
2012-2013 Champion Modular 
Mobile Homes. 14’x45’ 2Bedroom, 
2bath. Most are furnished & ap-
pliances. A/C, 2x6 Walls. Built for 
extreme weather! From $21,900-
$24,900. Call (406) 249-2048

Ad #251
Ranch Foreman wanted: Montana 
Mexican John Ranch (200 pair 
cattle operation) located 6 miles 
West of Harlowton, MT is looking 
for a ranch foreman.  Irrigation 
done with pivots.  We are looking 
for cattle & farming knowledge. 
Mechanical & welding skills 
a  plus. Must have experience in 
managing a cow/calf operation 
including calving, managing 
cattle grazing, feeding, shots, 
vaccinating, sorting, penning, 
moving, winter-feeding, vet care 
and branding.  Regarding farming, 
must operate, maintain, & repair 
farm equipment, machinery, tools, 
and equipment ( tractors, loaders, 
swathers, sprayers, backhoes, skid 
steers, and excavator). Regarding 
hay production ( 185 irrigated and 
230 acres dryland). Additional 
work will include maintenance and 
repair of fences.  Must communi-
cate via email/text and must have 
a smart phone to communicate 
with ranch manager & ranch 
owner. Must pass criminal/ drug 
background check and have valid 
driver’s license with no restric-
tions. Must relocate to Harlowton, 
MT vicinity.  Salary depends on 
experience. Email resume to Steve 
Coale (ranch owner) at: scoale@
apsec.com . Cell: (281) 451-8243.

Ad #252
Full-time events coordinator 
position. Marketing, booking, 
coordinating with customers. 
Audio/video experience required. 
Wage DOE. Available immediate-
ly. Send resumes: Stage Stop Inn, 
1005 Main Ave. N., Choteau, MT 
59422; email: stageinn@3rivers.
net. (406) 466-5900.

Ad #253
LARGE MILITARY/FIREARM 
ONLINE AUCTION AUGUST 1, 
CUSTER SD. 
LANE & BRANDFAS COLLEC-
TIONS OF 175+ FIREARMS; 
HUGE ARRAY OF US, NAZI, 
FOREIGN MILITARIA. 1200+ 
LOTS, ONLINE ONLY! WWW.
BRADEENAUCTION.COM (605) 
673-2629
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NOTICE OF RATE INCREASE 
AND PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on July 9, 
2018, the Town Council (the “Council”) of the 
Town of Sheridan, Montana (the “Town”), ad-
opted a Resolution of Intention of the Town 
of Sheridan, Montana to Modify the Basis on 
Which Water Charges are Imposed and to 
Adjust Rates for the Users of the System.
The Town has determined to undertake 
certain improvements to its municipal water 
system (the “System”) and anticipates issu-
ing a series of water system revenue bonds 
to pay the costs of those improvements, to 
fund a reserve for the bonds, and to pay costs 
of issuance.  The Council has determined it 
will be necessary for the Town to collect suf-
ficient revenues to pay debt service on the 
bonds, and other outstanding bonds, to pay 
the costs associated with the operation and 
maintenance of the System, and to establish 
appropriate reserves.
The Council has determined it is in the best 
interests of the Town to modify the basis on 
which water charges are imposed and adjust 
the rates and charges for the use and avail-
ability of the Systems.
The Town currently charges users of the 
System a monthly rate and charge for water 
service based on an equivalent dwelling unit 
(“EDU”) methodology.  The Council charges 
users of the System a monthly flat rate of 
$30.00 per EDU (the “Base Rate Charge”), 
as follows:
Diameter Cost per EDU Multiplier Base Rate Charge
¾” $30.00 1.00 $30.00
1 $30.00 1.79 $53.70
1 ½” $30.00 4.00 $120.00
2” $30.00 7.14 $214.20
In addition to the Base Rate, the Town cur-
rently charges users of the System a monthly 
water usage charge of $1.00 per 1,000 gal-
lons consumed per connection or proportion-
ate charge for gallons of water consumed in 
excess of any 1,000 gallon increment (the 
“Usage Charge”). 
Effective as of the with the September 2018 
billing water billing, the Town proposes to in-
crease the Base Rate Charge from $30.00 to 
$45.00 per EDU as follows:
Diameter Cost per EDU  Multiplier Base Rate Charge
¾” $45.00 1.00 $45.00

1 $45.00 1.79 $80.55
1 ½” $45.00 4.00 $180.00
2” $45.00 7.14 $321.30
3” $45.00 16.00 $720.00
In addition, the Town proposes to modify the 
monthly usage charge for the use and avail-
ability of the System, with the charge per 
1,000 gallons of water (or increment thereof) 
to be based each month on the number of gal-
lons of water used per service connection in 
such month, as follows:

Number of Gallons Used  Cost per 1,000 
Gallons or Increment Thereof

0 to 20,000 gallons $1.25/1,000 gallons
20,001 to 40,000 gallons $1.50/1,000 gallons
40,001 to 60,000 gallons $1.75/1,000 gallons
Greater than 60,000 gallons $2.00/1,000 gallons
As an example, a user using 30,000 gallons 
of water would be charged a Proposed Usage 
Charge of $40.00 (20,000 x $1.25/1,000 = 
$25.00, plus 10,000 x $1.50/1,000 = $15.00).  
Effective with the September 2018 billing, the 
monthly charge is proposed to be the sum of 
the Proposed Base Rate and the Proposed 
Usage Charge (such sum, the “Proposed 
Monthly Charge”).  
For a user with a  ¾-inch service connection 
using 10,000 gallons of water a month, the 
Proposed Monthly Charge represents an in-
crease of $17.50 per month over the current 
Monthly Charge (or approximately 43.75% 
percent).
On August 14, 2018, commencing at 6:00 
p.m. at the Sheridan Elementary School Caf-
eteria, 211 Madison, in Sheridan, Montana, 
the Council will conduct a public hearing and 
pass upon all protests against the proposed 
water rate increase.  
Further information about the proposed rate 
increase may be obtained by contacting 
Ginger Galiger, Town Clerk-Treasurer of the 
Town of Sheridan, at (406) 842-5431.
Done by Order of the Town Council of the 
Town of Sheridan, Montana, this 9th day of 
July, 2018.
/s/ Ginger Galiger   
Town Clerk-Treasurer
Pub. July 19, 26, Aug 2,  2018) tos
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR BIDS
The Madison County Board of Commission-

ers is accepting sealed bids, until Tuesday, 
July 31, 2018, at 1:00 p.m., for the following 
items:
1  1995 Chevy Pick-up Vin #1GC-
GK29K9SE263876
•High mileage
1  2013 Chevy Impala Vin # 2G1WS-
57MX91100031
•161,000 miles
•Front End Damage Due to hitting a Deer
Deliver bids to:  Madison County, 103 W. Wal-
lace, P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, MT  59755.  
Bids will be opened on July 31, 2018, at 1:00 
p.m. at the regular Commission meeting in 
the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the 
Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
Montana.
Pick-up can be inspected at the Harrison 
Road Shop, Harrison, MT. 
Impala can be inspected at the Madison 
County Administrative Office Building in Vir-
ginia City, Montana.  If you have any ques-
tions or wish to schedule an inspection, 
please contact the Commissioner’s Office at 
406-843-4277 or via email at madco@madi-
soncountmt.gov .
Both vehicles are sold “as is”, no warranty or 
guarantees.  Madison County reserves the 
right to accept or reject any or all bids.
Pub. July 19, 26 2018) mcc
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF BOARD VACANCIES
The Board of Commissioners has two vacan-
cies on the Madison County Mental Health 
Local Advisory Council, two vacancies on the 
Harrison Fire District Board, one vacancy on 
the Sheridan Fire District Board, two vacan-
cies on the Twin Bridges Fire District Board, 
one vacancy on the Twin Bridges Mosquito 
District Board, and two vacancies on the 
Madison Valley Cemetery District Board.
If you are interested in filling any of these va-
cancies, please contact the Commissioners’ 
Office at 406-843-4277, or by email at mad-
co@madisoncountymt.gov.
PDF application forms can be found on the 
county website at https://madisoncountymt.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/833 
Please return completed applications to:
Madison County Commissioners’ Office
P.O. Box 278

Virginia City, MT  59755
Pub. July 19, 26 2018) mcc
MNAXLP

AUDIT PUBLICATION STATE-
MENT
An audit of the affairs of Twin Bridges School 
District No. 7, Madison County, Twin Bridg-
es, Montana 59754, has been conducted by 
Strom & Associates, PC. The audit covered 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017. The audit 
also covered the Extra curricular Fund for pu-
pil function which is included in the financial 
statements of the District.
Section 2-7-521, MCA, requires that this pub-
lication concerning the audit report include 
a statement that such report is on file in its 
entirety and open to public inspection at the 
School Clerk’s office, and that the Disttict will 
send a copy of the audit report to any interest-
ed person upon request.
/s/ Joyann L. Breakall, District Clerk
Pub. July, 26 2018) tbs
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sheridan School District #5 will soon destroy 
special education records of former students 
who have been out of school for at least five 
years.   Former students may contact Rebec-
ca Larsen at (406)842-5302 within 60 days of 
this notice if they wish to review the files or 
obtain copies of the information contained in 
them.  The information to be destroyed shall 
not include data collected on a routine basis 
that is maintained on all school children (such 
as student’s name, address, telephone num-
ber, grade level completed and year complet-
ed.)  The data to be destroyed shall include 
information collected for identification, loca-
tion, evaluation, and other items directly re-
lated to special education services which the 
student has received.  Parents of students 
still in school but not in special education for 
at least five years may also request that their 
children’s records be destroyed.  Parents of 
these students also have the right to inspect 
the special education records and obtain 
copies of the information contained in those 
records before they are destroyed.  Persons 
having questions about this process or those 
persons wishing to request that records be 

destroyed may contact Rebecca Larsen at 
(406)842-5302 for assistance.  
In informing parents about their rights under 
this section, Sheridan School District #5 will 
provide information stating that the records 
may be needed by the parents or the child in 
an attempt to obtain social security or other 
benefits. 
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Rebecca E. Larsen
District Clerk
Pub. July, 26 2018) ss
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF FINAL BUDGET 
MEETING
On Tuesday, August 14, 2017, at 5:00 p.m. the 
Ennis School District 52 Board of Trustees 
will meet in the Ennis High School Room #3 
for the purpose of considering and adopting 

the final budget of the district. The regular 
August meeting will also be conducted at that 
time.  The trustees’ budget meeting may be 
continued from day-to-day until adoption of 
the final budget no later than August 25th.  
Any taxpayer may appear at the meeting and 
be heard for or against any part of the budget.  
For further information please contact: Casey 
Klasna, Superintendent, P.O. Box 517, Ennis, 
MT  59729 (406-682-4258).
Pub. July, 26, Aug 2, 9 2018)es
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICES
JULY 26, 2018

MADISON COUNTY EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time 
• Housekeeping/Laundry-Full-time
• Dietary/Aide/Cook-Full-time/Part-time
• RN/LPN-Full-time or Part-time 

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time
• Housekeeping/Laundry-Full-time
• RN/LPN-Full-time or Part-time

Madison County
• Information Systems Computer Support Specialist-Part-time
• Planning Clerk-Full-time; and
• Public Health RN/LPN-Full-time

Please visit Madison 
County’s online 

employment page 
at www.madison-
countymt.gov for 

additional informa-
tion or contact the 
Human Resources 
Department at 406-

843-4201
Madison County is 
an Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity 

Employer.

7.25.2018

Madison Valley Manor is Hiring!
Housekeeper - Full-time/Part-time 
Dietary Aide/Cook - Full-time/ Part-time 
Certified Nursing Assistants – Full-time/Part-Time 
RN – Full-time/Part-Time
This is a great opportunity to work in a personal healthcare setting. 
լ Excellent Pay 
լ Government retirement 
լ Benefits including life and health insurance 

If you are interested in a rewarding career, Madison Valley Manor is the place. 
Please contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-7271 for more information or the 

online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  EOE
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HELENA – Governor 
Steve Bullock is seeking ap-
plicants for the newly-cre-
ated Get Outdoors Montana 
Advisory Council that will 
guide efforts of the Gover-
nor’s Office of Outdoor Rec-
reation as it enhances Mon-
tana’s outdoor recreation 
economy.

“Montana is rich in out-
door recreation experience 
– making it the perfect place 
for recreation-based indus-
tries to thrive and for busi-
nesses to grow, while pro-

viding employees a way of 
life that cannot be manufac-
tured,” said Governor Bull-
ock. “Montana is a leader in 
identifying the importance 
of outdoor recreation, and we 
encourage Montanans to join 
us in making sure it contin-
ues to be that way.”

Gov. Bullock recently 
created the Get Outdoors 
Montana Advisory Council. 
It will consist of members 
from the outdoor recreation 
industry, recreation user and 
interest groups, conservation 

and stewardship organiza-
tions, and local, tribal, state 
and federally employed land 
stewards.

The Council is tasked 
with assisting with coordina-
tion of the many stakeholders 
and perspectives inf luencing 
Montana’s outdoor recre-
ation economy, providing 
direct perspective and feed-
back through active com-
munication, supporting the 
mission of the Office of Out-
door Recreation, providing 
resources and gathering data 

on recreation industry top-
ics, and providing feedback 
for strategic action plans.

Montanans are encour-
aged to apply to serve on 
the Get Outdoors Montana 
Advisory Council by August 
17, 2018. For the application, 
please visit boards.mt.gov. 

 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Nathan Nutter, Minister of Music and Youth

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

SUNDAY SERVICES
COWBOY CHURCH

10 am

Christ Centered - Bible Based Teaching
Located between Virginia City

and Nevada City 

Tel. 406-842-5915
Pastor Tom Luksha

THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
When our thoughts are 

filled with the bitterness of 
this world, let us turn our 
eyes to the sweetness of 
God’s compassion and 

He will send us 
heavenly calm!

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. 

– 2 p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, 
please call at least 24 hours in advance for meal 
delivery or if you plan to dine in.

- Thursday, July 26 - Chicken salad sandwich, 
chips and fruit, dessert

- Friday, July 27 - Shrimp tacos, beans and 
corn salad, fruit, dessert , pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Lo-
cated at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly 
(formerly New Beginnings). Serving the Ruby 
Valley from Silver Star to Virginia City.Contact 
Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 for more infor-
mation.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for 
seniors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. 
Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior Center, 
family style for $3.50, or have their meals deliv-
ered for $4. Delivered meals are within the city 
limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 10 
a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 

and over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe 
on Tuesday & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  
for $4.00.

Tuesday, July 31 – Cheeseburger, fries, des-
sert

Twin Bridges 
Senior Center 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community 
Center provides meals for seniors every Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday at noon at the Twin 
Bridges Senior and Community Center. Meals 
are for seniors 60 years and up (spouses and 
caregivers are invited). Donations for meals are 
appreciated.

- July 27 - Ham with cherry sauce, scalloped 
potato, glazed carrots, salad

- July 30 - Swedish meatballs, parsleyed noo-
dles, peas and carrots, lemon meringue pie

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

$14.99 monthly lease fee for equipment and Wi-Fi modem. Internet speeds 
and availability may vary based on location and are not guaranteed.

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

 GET DISH TV 
2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE

MBPS

$4999
/mo.From

Glasgow, Wolf Point,
Glendive, Sidney, Havre,
Bozeman, & Kalispell.

Glasgow, Wolf Point, 
Glendive, Sidney, Havre, 
Bozeman, & Kalispell.

Trinity
Technology 
Group seeks
professional &
career oriented
individuals for
Transportation
Security Officers in

Apply at www.trinitytechnologygroup.com

Excellent salary and competitive benefits. 
Duties include providing security and protection for air travelers. EOE

$1000
Sign On 
Bonus!

Gov. Bullock seeks applicants for Get Outdoors Council

Silvertip Lodge—Ennis, MT
Housekeeper wanted for season part time. 3-5 hours per day, seven days a week depending on work load through hunting season. The 
hours could be split up if I find more than one person. Weekends are a must. This is also a potential opportunity to pick up some winter 
hours which would be very flexible and put a few hundred bucks in your pocket per month if not more through May. The successful 
candidate earns $10/$15 hr DOE. If this fits your schedule please call 406-599-8754.
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norris hot springs

Fri 7/27 Gregory Rawlins
Modern Folk

Sat 7/28 Aran Buzzas  
Homegrown Montana Folky Tonk

Sun 7/29 Galynne Goodwill
Soulful Acoustic GrooveMU

SI
C 

TH
IS 

W
EE

K

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

OPEN WED-MON 10AM - 10PM | CLOSED TUES ONLY    HOURS:SPRING/SUMMER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

50 Mile Grill

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events

Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

& every sunday 2:00 – 4:00 pm
come join the Fun, Listen to some great music and 

enjoy spirits with a western FLavor!!

Friday, juLy 27th: LeFt For dead

sunday, juLy 29th: rickety chicks

Friday, aug 3rd: Fan mountain Frog dogs

sunday, aug 5th: corey johnson

Friday, aug 10th: ennis city rambLers

sunday, aug 12th: you knew me when

ask about our weekLy bottLing parties

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. 

Annex Building.

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 10:30 a.m.

ennisartsassociation.org

Children's Story & Craft Time for babies, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson Hickman 

Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison County 

Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those struggling with 

addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 8:30 a.m.

Meetings at 9 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the Madison Valley 

Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Mad-

ison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' Ruby 
Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison Valley Bap-
tist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

Madison Meadows Ladies Golf Assn. 
Thursday play 9 a.m. (morning league) 5:30 p.m. (evening 

league), May - Sept.

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on Ennis 

Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 7 a.m. Call or 
text Christine at 406-600-6379 to reserve your spot.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public Library.  682-

7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 5:30 p.m.. 

See the weekly ad on this page for performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
Skyscraper  (PG-13)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinée Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON: 
Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation (PG), Ant-Man and the Wasp (PG-13)

Thursday, July 26
Summer Reading: Libraries 

Rock! Virginia City
This week’s theme is “Name 

that Tune.” Tuesdays for babies 
through pre-K and Thursdays for 
elementary students! 10:30 a.m. at 
the Thompson-Hickman Library.

Ribbon Cutting at D&D Madi-
son River Auto Body, Ennis

Celebrate the grand opening 
of the D&D Madison River Auto 
Body. Take a tour of the renovated 
facility, enjoy a BBQ dinner, net-
working and more. 3 p.m.

“Sacred Dog: The Journey” 
book reading, Virginia City

Southwest Montana native 
Thomas Savage will read excerpts 
from his book “Sacred Dog: The 
Journey,” at the Elling House Arts 
& Humanities Center. Admission 
by donation and open to the public, 
7 p.m. 

Friday, July 27
Floating Flotillas & Fish Fan-

tasies, Twin Bridges
Come join the fun in Twin 

Bridges! July 27 & 28 at the Mad-
ison County Fairgrounds. Pasture 
golf and street dance Friday eve-
ning, river parade and more on 
Saturday.

Christmas in July Bazaar, 
Twin Bridges

Friday 2-5:30 p.m. and Satur-
day 12-5 p.m. Do your Christmas 
shopping early! 201 9th Ave. E in 
Twin Bridges. 

Wood-Fired Pizza Trailer Rib-
bon Cutting, Ennis

Come enjoy Main Street Min-
gle and ribbon cutting for the new 
Wood-Fired Pizza trailer at the 
Pic-A-Nic Basket! Live music, 
food and fun for the whole family! 
5 p.m.

Kilted Man Concert, Ennis
Friends of the Madison Val-

ley Public Library presents a free 
family concert featuring Mathew 
Gurnsey, “The Kilted Man.” 
Mathew will perform traditional 
Irish and Scottish music; the con-
cert will be outdoors on the library 
lawn, weather permitting, 5 p.m.

Saturday, July 28
Field Trip to old Armitage 

Ranch, Ennis
Field trip to the old Armitage 

Ranch, now Carroll Ranch. Leave 
Lions Club Park at 9 a.m. for car-
pooling. Bring a chair, water and a 
sack lunch. Call 682-5780 for in-
formation.

Scratchboard Art Demonstra-
tion, Virginia City

Artist Linda Short of Art with 
an Edge will be demonstrating her 
work in scratchboard and other 
mediums at the Dancing Buffalo 
Gallery in the VC Depot, 5-7 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be served.

Sunday, July 29
Butte Magic Show, Virginia 

City
Magic, juggling, feats of 

strength and more! Behold as the 
performers of Butte Magic per-
form a death-defying, jaw drop-
ping and plain ol’ puzzling show! 
Admission by donation and open 
to the public, 3 p.m.

Wednesday August 1
Business After Hours, Virgin-

ia City
Join the Virginia City Cham-

ber for food and beverages at one 
of the businesses on our main 
street. 5 p.m., call (80) 829-2969 
for more information.

Thursday, August 2
Business After Hours, Ennis
Hosted by Gallery 287. Come 

by for refreshments and network-
ing. 5 p.m. at 50 Hwy 287.

Friday August 3
Lucky Valentines Concert, 

Virginia City
The Lucky Valentines are 

Montana native songwriters Shaun 
and Jamie Carrier. Crafting songs 
rooted in honest, raw emotion and 
blending alt-country, rock-n-roll, 
indie and folk, they span themes 
of joy and pain in the face of life’s 
trials. Admission by donation and 
open to the public, concert at 7 
p.m. at the Elling House Arts & 
Humanities Center.

Saturday August 4
Field Trip to Wall Creek Game 

Range, Ennis
Field trip to Wall Creek Game 

Range, with a speaker at the head-
quarters. Leaving Lions Club Part 
at 9 a.m., bring a chair, water and 
lunch. Call 682-5780 for more in-
formation.

Sunday August 5
Brunch Fundraiser, Sheridan
Jackson’s Garden in Sheridan 

is hosting its 9th annual brunch 
fundraiser from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Church service at 9 a.m., brunch 
by donation, plus raffle and silent 
auction items! Call 842-7956 for 
more information.

Thursday August 9
Wildlife Speaker Series, Lima
Join us for the fourth of our 

annual Summer Speaker Series! 
We’ll kick off at 6:30 p.m. with a 
potluck dinner at the Lima School, 
so bring a dish to share. Speaker 
Matt Bell at 7:30, followed by an 
optional bat walk at 9 p.m. Contact 
Kara at 715-681-0975 or Quincey 
at 682-3437.

“Pluck and Stamina: The Life 
of Eve Cameron,” Virginia City

Evelyn Flower Cameron traded 
a life of English wealth and privi-
lege for a homestead cabin in the 
badlands of eastern Montana. She 
soon learned glass-plate photogra-
phy and produced some of the first 
photographs of North American 
birds. Historic interpreter Mary 
Jane Bradbury brings Evelyn to 
life through living history and a 
look at some of her photographs. 
Admission by donation and open 
to the public. 7 p.m. at the Elling 
House Arts & Humanities Center.

Friday August 10
Virginia City Art Show, Vir-

ginia City
Stroll along the boardwalks 

and through the Community Cen-
ter on the corner of Idaho & Van 
Buren streets to enjoy the work of 
artists from all over Montana and 
the Pacific Northwest. Friday 10-
6, Saturday 10-7 and Sunday 10-4. 
Call 406-834-5555 for informa-

tion.
Saturday August 11

Madison Valley Arts Festival, 
Ennis

The Ennis Arts Association 
is holding their 23rd annual arts 
festival! In addition to the 54 ju-
ried artist booths, there will be 
live entertainment, delicious food, 
face painting and an art raffle from 
10-5 at Peter T’s Park. Visit ennis-
arts.org for more information.

Sunday August 12
You Knew Me When, Ennis
Husband and wife indie folk-

rock duo You Knew Me When is 
hitting the road with their latest 
album “Into the Looking Glass,” 
and will be performing at Willie’s 
Distillery 312 Main Street at 2 
p.m. No cover charge!

Tuesday, August 14
Wildlife Speaker Series, Ennis
Join us at the Woodson Ranch 

Visitor Center for the next event 
in the 6th annual Wildlife Speak-
er Series.  At 5:30, there will be a 
potluck dinner (we’ll provide meat 
& beverages) and we will host a 
speaker at 7:00. The topic this year 
is Trout, and we will be discussing 
it in the context of local agricul-
ture.  Directions: Go 2 miles north 
of Laurin bridge on Ruby River 
Drive—visitor center is on your 
right.  Contact dave@rubyhabitat.
org for more information.
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