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WHITEHALL - Ron Hunt 
was born in 1936. As a child, he 
helped out his mom and dad with 
their dairy business in Waterloo, 
a few miles north of Silver Star. 
They would freeze blocks of ice 
in their 1940s refrigerator in or-
der to pack their cream and but-
ter and get it—nice and cold—to 
markets 40 miles away in Butte. 
That same refrigerator now sits 
in the Jefferson Valley Museum.

Janice Carmody was born 
in Cardwell, to Cardwell-native 
parents, in 1942 and has loved 
it and the Jefferson Valley ever 
since. She was a member of one 
of the last graduating classes in 
Cardwell before all the area’s 
surrounding students started 
coming to the high school in 
Whitehall, where a failed beet 
factory’s staff dormitory was 
used to house students instead. 
She and Hunt love their home 
so much, they’ve been devoting 
their lives to preserving its his-
tory an making it come alive for 
visitors for nearly 30 years.

The Jefferson Valley Mu-
seum first opened in 1996 in 
the renovated Brooke Barn just 
south of Whitehall’s main street. 
But for four years before that, 
volunteers donated every hour of 
work to make the barn suitable 
as a museum: painting, rebuild-
ing portions, adding rooms and 
updating fixtures. Carmody and 
Hunt were both there helping and 
have been ever since. 

The museum is organized 
into a variety of themed rooms: 
a doctor’s office, a music room, 
a railroad room and even a ret-
ro-style kitchen, where Hunt’s 
childhood fridge sits next to an 
old-fashioned pea-shelling de-
vice. 

There are countless artifacts 
from as far back as the Civil War 
era (a rather suspicious shotgun 
whose origins remain a mys-
tery) telling the story of how 
Whitehall, Cardwell and their 
surrounding area came to be. 
There are some firsts, some lasts 
and everything in between, plus 
an air of nostalgia, a yearning 
for the way things used to be in 
small-town Montana. 

The town of Whitehall it-
self grew up around the North-
ern Pacific Railway, which used 
the spot to house three reserve 
“helper” engines, which used 
to assist trains heading over the 
area’s passes toward Butte. The 
first railway passenger went 
through in 1889, while Montana 
was still a territory. 

Later on, in 1919, a sugar 

beet processing factory was built 
in the new town, the bastion of 
a new industry and a beacon of 
Whitehall’s bright future. But 
built that year, it was demolished 
the next, having never processed 
a single beet. Reasons why are 
numerous, from the unwilling-
ness of local farmers to pledge 
their land to the expense and 
difficulty of processing beets. 
But the only evidence the factory 
ever existed, however briefly, is 
the smokestack, a shorter, skin-
nier and cleaner twin of the one 
that stands over Anaconda. Even 
the old dormitory is now gone.

In the doctor’s office inside 
the museum hangs the diploma of 
Dr. Lawrence Packard, a physi-
cian in Whitehall who practiced 
for over five decades and owned 
Whitehall’s first automobile. 
But Hunt personally remembers 
Packard’s successor, Dr. Hill, for 
a very personal reason.

Sometime around 1950—
Hunt doesn’t recall the exact 
date—Dr. Hill performed brain 
surgery on Hunt’s cousin af-
ter the boy had been hit by a 
car while chasing a ball into 
the street. The boy’s skull was 
embedded with gravel and dirt 
from the street, and it’s a miracle 
he survived at all. But the most 
extraordinary detail? Hill was 
walked through the surgery by 
a colleague on the East Coast—
over the phone, during a time 
when even the most reliable local 
connections were sketchy at best. 
Hunt’s cousin went on to live a 
long and normal life, passing 
away just a couple of years ago.

Not far from the model doc-
tor’s office hangs the noose that 
hung the last man executed in 
Jefferson County: Roy Walsh, 
who was hanged in 1924 after 
allegedly robbing a store and 
shooting its owner. His guilt was 
never fully established. From 
that same year hangs nearby the 
dress worn by Whitehall High 
School’s very first prom queen.

In another room hangs a copy 
of Montana’s first highway map, 
printed in 1914. On it, only 40 
counties are represented—16 
fewer than exist today—and 
only five Native American res-
ervations, of which the state now 
has seven.

Speaking of numeric discrep-
ancies, the flag that hangs on the 
wall in the war room bears fur-
ther scrutiny, says Hunt. It holds 
42 stars, making it a flag that 
technically shouldn’t exist. New 
flags became official on July 4th 
of each year that one or more 
new states joined the union. In 
1890, the year Montana’s star 
would have joined the flag, there 
were 38 stars. But since Montana 
joined the union along with Ida-
ho, North Dakota, South Dakota 
and Washington, the updated 
flag jumped directly to one with 
43 stars, and no official 42-star 
version was ever released. It’s 
possible the one that hangs in the 
Jefferson Valley Museum is the 

Jefferson Valley Museum 
showcases area history

Museum tells
story of how

Whitehall, 
Cardwell 

came to be

Above: The Jefferson Valley Museum is housed in the renovat-
ed and re-purposed Brooke Barn just south of Whitehall’s main 
street. 
Below: A collection of over 150 spurs hang on the wall of one of 
the Jefferson Valley Museum’s many themed rooms. 
(R. Colyer photos)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

TWIN BRIDGES – The 
fence between Four Rivers 
Fishing Company, owned by 
Chris Knott and Seth McLean, 
and Jeff and Patti Walker’s 
property was again an issue 
at Twin Bridges town council 
meeting on Tuesday evening, 
June 12.

At May’s council meeting, 
Jeff and son Hoyt Walker com-
plained about the fence Knott 
and McLean had constructed 
between their two properties.

The Walkers said the fence 
was higher than the 6 feet al-
lowed by town ordinances, it 
was not constructed according 
to the rules that said the fin-
ished side of the fence must 
face the adjoining property, and 
– most egregiously – it was on 
their property, as evidenced by 
the property line pins the Walk-
ers had on their ground, pins 
they claimed Knott and Mc-
Lean ignored.

Knott and McClean disput-
ed the fence being across the 
Walker property line. They 
admitted the fence was higher 
than permitted, because they 
didn’t want their fishing clients 
looking at “junk” on the Walk-
er’s property, and they told 
council they would take it down 
to the 6-foot height.

During the dust up between 

the Walkers and Four Rivers 
at the council meeting, town 
attorney Lori Harshbarger sug-
gested that the property line be 
surveyed to clear up any dis-
crepancies on property bound-
aries, which should resolve the 
fence’s location issue. She said 
the town could check into the 
fence height and if it was more 
than 6 feet tall, order it to be 
brought into compliance.

However, in the month be-
tween the May meeting and the 
June meeting, several things 
happened:

The Walkers had a survey 
done.

They did not share the re-
sults of this survey with the city 
council or with Four Rivers. 

Jeff Walker said on June 12 
that the survey clearly showed 
that the fence was over their 
property line. He explained 
how the very pin locations 
Hoyt Walker talked about in 
May’s meeting were the same 
pin locations the surveyor dis-
covered.

Jeff Walker said the new 
surveyor’s pins were now in 
place for anyone to see, and 
they indicated the fence was on 
their property.

As a result, Jeff Walker tore 
the entire fence between the 
properties down. He admitted 
doing this at the council meet-
ing.

This brought law enforce-
ment into the dispute. Madison 
County Sherriff Roger Thomp-
son was at the meeting and he 
said an official report about 
the fence being destroyed had 
not yet been filed. It is possible 
criminal charges might be filed 
against Walker, Knott said.

Knott and McLean disputed 
the legitimacy of the Walker 

Twin Bridges fence 
dispute continues

Surveyor
results 

disputed
Another survey

to be done

John D. TAylor
editor@madisoniannews.com
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SHERIDAN – Despite 
all the water coming off the 
mountains from snowpack 
and abundant spring rainfall, 
just one of Sheridan’s five 
town water wells is producing 
water. As a result, water proj-
ects were front and center on 
the Sheridan town council’s 
June 12 meeting.

The council is looking at 

several interconnected efforts 
to resolve the town’s water 
woes:

New well
One focus is a new well.
 The council will apply for 

a $1 million U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) grant 
to drill a new well.  This is an 
emergency grant, for natural 
disasters, such as the earth-
quake that is believed to have 
shut down the four other town 
wells.

The town has drilled a test 
well on Carey Lane and the 
grant – if the town can get it 
-- would provide additional 
funding to acquire new water 
sources.

PER priorities
Meanwhile, the town 

WATER continued on A3

Town
council trying

to resolve
supply

problems

John D. TAylor
editor@madisoniannews.com

Water issues focus of 
Sheridan council
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Ron Hunt (left) and Janice Carmody are both Jefferson Valley natives and have been volunteer 
curators and guides at the Jefferson Valley Museum since it opened in 1996.

only one of its kind.
Some of the things on display 

are items you may never have 
thought you’d find interesting. 
But even a collection of 286 irons 
(yes, the kind you use to press 
your clothes) is fascinating. Each 
one is different, and upon lifting 
one or two, you’ll be counting 
your blessings to have an electric 
one at home that weighs less than 
five pounds.

One of the area’s most famous 
natives is also honored, legend-
ary news anchor Chet Huntley. 
Born in Cardwell in 1911, Hunt-
ley participated in about every 
activity at the local high school, 
from athletics to debate, before 
going on to an illustrious career 
with NBC News.

The number of artifacts is 
almost overwhelming, and that’s 
just inside the barn. There’s a 
whole other building and an out-
door courtyard left to explore. 
Everything on display is either 
donated or on loan, Hunt says.

“We never have enough 
room for everything,” Hunt 
says. “Never a week goes by that 
someone doesn’t come in with 
something to donate.” 

That’s a good problem to 
have, one that shows just how 

much Whitehall’s residents love 
their town and want to see it pre-
served.

Outside the barn, there’s 
more to be seen. From old-fash-
ioned gas pumps to farm equip-
ment, a three-person outhouse 
and even an entire blacksmith’s 
shop, moved log by log from its 
home in Boulder to be rebuilt at 
the museum.

This is just a sampling of 

all the fascinating things to be 
seen at the Jefferson Valley Mu-
seum. Newly facelifted due to 
grants, donations and a fundrais-
er screening of “The Ballad of 
Lefty Brown,” organized by ac-
tor Bill Pullman and director Jar-
ed Moshe, the museum is open 
from 12 noon until 4 p.m. every 
day except Mondays, through 
the rest of the summer until Sep-
tember 15.

The museum has drawn in-
ternational visitors as well as 
people from all 50 states. Group 
tours are welcome, and appoint-
ments can be made by calling 
(406) 287-7813 or visiting them 
at 303 S. Division Street in 
Whitehall.

Admission is free and dona-
tions—of money, time or bits of 
local history—are always wel-
come.

MUSEUM  from  A1

survey.
Knott said the Walkers never 

notified them about the survey, or 
shared the results of it with them. 
He and his father, Frank Knott, 
talked about how the new survey 
pins do not bear official survey-
ors marks, certifying the legiti-
macy of the pins. Frank Knott 
said he worked in construction 
all of his life and he’d never seen 
a surveyor not mark his pins in 
an official manner.

He also said that the fence 
was essentially “stolen” when 
Walker knocked it down and that 
$10,000 worth of materials were 
involved.

Harshbarger told the Walkers 
and Four River that they should 
not try to communicate with one 
another directly any more, but 
should speak to their respective 
attorneys about the situation.

Mayor Tom Hyndman noted 
that town ordinances regarding 
fence construction were miscon-
strued by the Walkers when they 
said the face of the fence must be 
towards the adjoining property 
owner. Only when the fence fac-
es town property does a fence’s 
face need to be finish side out. 
When the fence is a boundary 
fence between properties, both 
neighbors must agree on which 
side should be out.

Councilmen Joe Willauer and 
Matt Greemore wanted to see the 
Walkers’ survey report.

Frank Knott said Four Riv-
ers would be getting a survey of 
their own, and would be sharing 
this with the council and regis-
tering the results with the county 
to establish a clear boundary be-
tween the properties. Hydnman 
said this was a fair thing to do.

Jeff Walker also told council 
that as a result of the bickering 
over the fence, he was suffering 
from Atrial fibrillation from the 
stress of the dispute.

Willauer said there was noth-
ing the council could decide at 
this point, so the council moved 
on.

In other business, the council 
began looking at fairgrounds wa-
ter issues, a library agreement, 
installing three trailer court wa-
ter meters, and the resignation of 
two council members.

Fairgrounds water issues
Fairgrounds manager Dana 

Escott, on behalf of the county’s 
Fair Board, requested that the 
town close a fairgrounds water 
meter – the one beside the vault 
toilet – because the fairgrounds 
is already metered, and the board 
takes care of the water bill.

Hyndman said that usage 
helps “pay for the bills,” noting 
that the fairground’s drinking 
water comes from the town’s 
supply.

Greemore said the town 
should look into the costs of re-
moval before shutting off this 
supply. “Financially the system 
is designed with meters in mind, 
it would be nice to know the 
numbers.”

Willauer agreed. Willauer 
and Greemore made a motion to 
look into the impact of this and 
make a decision at the next coun-
cil meeting.

Also, Madison County San-
itarian Van Pucket came to the 
council to discuss a fairgrounds 
water line that travels under the 
Beaverhead River. This line had 
broken and was issuing its water 
into the river.  Pucket said that 
the full extent of what needed to 
be done to fix the line would be 
known after an engineers report, 
but just 21 days remained to get 
the line fixed.

Pucket suggested that an ir-
rigation well on the fairgrounds 
might be used to supply non-po-
table water for livestock and for 
toilets to use.

Since this was not a public 
water supply and it would be 
used for less than 60 days, it fell 
under the state’s Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
regulation. Pucket said he would 
test and “shock” the well if nec-
essary to make it safe as a tem-
porary supply for livestock and 

toilets
Greemore worried pressuriz-

ing the line would send untreated 
water back into the town’s water 
supply. He wanted to isolate the 
broken line with a shut-off valve. 
Hoses could be used to bring 
water from other sources to live-
stock, he said

Maintenance Supervisor Sam 
Novich told Pucket that the well 
he wanted to use was designed 
for irrigation only.

“In my opinion,” Novich said, 
“it’s not advisable for potable 
source. It’s okay for animals and 
irrigation, but it should be closed 
to people. Leave it as it is.”

Pucket said he’d addressed 
the status of the well with the 
state and they okayed testing and 
shocking the well for hand-wash-
ing and toilets. Pucket said 
drinking water would be provid-
ed by bottled water. Pucket said 
a disclaimer posted by the sinks 
and toilets would limit the coun-
ty’s liability should something 
happen, and all spigots or toilets 
using the water would be labeled 
as non-potable. Yet he also noted 
that “DEQ wants nothing to do 
with this.”

Twin Bridges clerk/trea-
surer Kristi Millhouse worried 
that any problems would come 
back on the town, and Greemore 
wanted a statement on the warn-
ing signs that the town was not 
responsible.

Pucket promised to keep the 
council “in the loop” about the 
status of this, since it was an 
“emergency situation” at the fair. 
Hyndman said the council would 
make a decision about this at 
their next meeting.

Library agreement
Harshbarger noted that af-

ter six months of waiting for an 
informed opinion from the state 
Attorney General’s (AG) ffice, 
she’d heard back that an opinion 
might be soon forthcoming – but 
urged the council not to expect it 
too soon.

The problem, she said, was 
that after various lawyers with-

in the AG’s office reviewed the 
case, there were conflicting 
opinions on the agreement. So, 
the AG himself, Tim Fox, would 
be looking at it and offering an 
opinion.

“We’ve been waiting six or 
seven years already,” Harhbarger 
said. 

Trailer court water meters
Novich asked the council to 

approve adding three water meter 
to four mobile homes in a trailer 
court owned by Tad Dell. Novich 
explained that the mobile homes 
were currently served by a sin-
gle meter that monitored water 
going to all four homes and that 
cost of this water was divided out 
among the mobile home owners.

What Dell asked the coun-
cil to do was keep the meter to 
the one mobile home and install 
three other meters to monitor 
water use in the other three mo-
bile homes. This would bring the 
trailer court into town water use 
compliance, he said, something 
the town had been after Dell to 
do all along, but relinquished on 
since Dell couldn’t install the 
meters when the trailer court was 
first established.

The cost of the three meters 
would be about $3,000 Novich 
said, and this didn’t include the 
labor necessary to install the me-
ters.

Greemore said he was all 
in favor of compliance, but this 
should have been done when ear-
lier, on Dell’s dime. “This needs 
to be done before the end of the 
year, he said, and I want him to 
put the time and effort into doing 
it,” he said.

“That makes sense,” said 
Willauer.

Resignations
Two council member resigna-

tions have, or will be impacting 
the council. Annette McClean 
had resigned prior to the June 
12 meeting and did not attend it. 
Also, Davey Smith said he would 
be resigning from the council in 
August because he was moving.

FENCE  from  A1

Ennis Lions Club 
Citizens of the Year 

Quinn and Bill Mercer (left and center) were 
named the Ennis Lions Club’s Citizens of the Year 
for 2018 last week for their charitable donations 
and volunteer efforts around Madison County. 
(Photo courtesy of Corinna Christensen)
The Ennis Lions Club is excited to announce its 
2018 Citizens of the Year -  Bill and Quinn Mer-
cer. The Mercers were selected for this honor 
because they exemplify the Lions International 
motto, “WE SERVE.”  Bill and Quinn are the own-
ers of RE/MAX Mountain Property, where they 
have trademarked the phrase “We Give Where 
We Live.”  In the past few years, they have do-
nated well in excess of $60,000 to charities and 
organizations in the Madison Valley, Ruby Valley 
and Jefferson River Valley.   Bill and Quinn enjoy 
giving in kind, quiet ways.  For example, they 
hosted everyone’s lunch on St. Patrick’s Day at 
the Ennis Senior Center, bought a round of drinks 
at the Longbranch Saloon on Veteran’s Day and 
hosted the movie “Taking Chance” at the Madi-
son Theatre in honor of Flag Day. 
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Shawn Swanson became 
involved with Lat45 five years 
ago and immediately felt a con-
nection to the group. Lat45 Ad-
venture Ministries is a Christian 
nonprofit based out of Huntley, 
north of Billings. Created six 
years ago, the group’s leaders 
take high school students on 
multi-day outdoor adventures 
around the Madison Valley and 
beyond, from Mount Washburn 
in Yellowstone National Park to 
the Bob Marshall Wilderness in 
Glacier. 

“They learn about being 
outdoors, camping, hiking, how 
to overcome challenges,” says 
Swanson’s sister Shanna. “And 
all the youth trips are totally 
funded by donations. It’s a super 
awesome group that deserves 
more recognition.”

Shawn guides weeklong 
trips. Lat45 does several each 
summer. Campers hike, swim, 
camp and learn important wil-
derness techniques like back-
country orientation and bear 
safety trainings. There’s also bi-
ble studies, reflections and jour-
naling. Because of donations, the 
ministry doesn’t have to charge 
the students who come along. 
All of Swanson’s own time and 
effort is also donated. The real 
value lies in the growth of the 
students; he sees the impact the 
trips have on his young charges.

“The trips are challenging, 
both physically and spiritually,” 
he says. He’s watched the doz-
ens of students he’s led develop 
in many different aspects of their 
lives. 

Five years strong, and he has 

no intention of slowing down. 
Swanson also does mission work 
outside Lat45 and is the missions 
coordinator at the Ennis Assem-
bly of God Church. For more in-
formation about Lat45, visit their 
website at lat45.org. 

Volunteer Spotlight
Shawn Swanson

Lat 45 Adventure Ministries

HELENA - On Thursday, 
June 14, the Montana Fish and 
Wildlife Commission met at the 
state Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
(FWP) headquarters in Hele-
na. The commissioners heard 
and discussed a variety of top-
ics, one of which is of partic-
ular interest to the Madison 
Valley. The commission heard 
alternate proposals for ways 
to organize the Madison River 
Recreation Plan, a continuation 
of a process that began back in 
April.

On April 19, a proposal was 
presented to the commission 
by the state fisheries division 
for a new set of Madison River 
recreation rules. The commis-
sion requested that the division 
develop a revised proposal and 
voted not to make the proposal 
open for public comment until 
a new one was decided upon. 
In response, the fisheries divi-
sion asked the commission for 
suggestions on how to structure 
the process for developing new 
rules of use for the Madison 
River, and proposed four op-
tions for those processes. The 
purpose of Thursday’s meeting 
was to decide which of those 
options to take.

Backstory 
The April 19 FWP propos-

al centered on Madison River 
concerns regarding crowding 
on and around the river. Based 
on public comments and guid-
ance from the Madison River 
Citizen Advisory Committee 

(CAC), FWP drafted a man-
agement plan to establish some 
rules regarding river usage and 
certain actions they believed 
should be taken in response to 
that public sentiment, to ensure 
equitable, safe and environ-
mentally responsible enjoyment 
of the Madison River.

The suggestions put forth 
in that proposal included the 
establishment of a cap on the 
number of outfitters around the 
river that matched the current 
usage of the river itself. There 
was also a proposal to restrict 
commercial usage in certain 
places and to prohibit commer-
cial use altogether in a lower 
portion of the Madison. 

FWP suggested designating 
one day per week as a non-com-
mercial use day on a rotating 
basis in different river sections, 
and the prohibition of using 
glass containers anywhere on 
the river between Quake Lake 
(north of West Yellowstone) 
and the Madison’s conf luence 
with the Jefferson (near Three 
Forks).

This initial proposal was 
not imposed by the commis-
sion. Instead, the commission 
requested FWP present alter-
native ways to establish what 
these rules should look like 
and how they should be deter-
mined. These four alternatives 
were presented Thursday and 
labelled A, B, C and D in a new 
proposal before the commis-
sion.

The options
The first proposed alterna-

tive, A, was to use the Nego-
tiated Rule Making process to 
revise the version of the rules 
submitted by the fisheries divi-
sion back in April.

The Negotiated Rule Mak-
ing process is outlined in the 
state code as a step to be tak-
en before engaging in the for-
mal rulemaking process. It is a 
statutory mechanism that could 
later be modified by a state 
agency and would be open to 

public participation. This is the 
slowest and most complicated 
option, as the use of the Nego-
tiated Rule Making process is 
usually reserved only for par-
ticularly controversial issues.

Alternative B would involve 
using the CAC for the region to 
revise the April proposal. 

This committee is made up 
of local, interested citizens who 
provide FWP with public in-
formation, opinion and trends 
when making decisions. The 
CAC could also be adjusted 
to provide for a wider public 
representation for outlining an 
adapted proposal. This would 
be a significantly speedier op-
tion but would carry the po-
tential drawback of having the 
resulting rules not laid out in a 

formal state statute, as would 
be the result of the Negotiated 
Rule Making process. 

The third option, alternative 
C, would involve revising the 
proposal based purely on public 
comment received during both 
the initial April 19 meeting and 
the following public comment 
period. 

The informality of this route 
could be a drawback, although 
it would provide the quickest 
route to revised Madison River 
recreation rules.

The fourth option would in-
volve no revisions at all. 

The decision
At its June 14 meeting, the 

commission voted to follow 
proposed option A for outlining 

the Madison River recreation 
plan. 

District 2 Commissioner 
Dan Vermillion says the rea-
soning behind the commis-
sion’s choice to use the Negoti-
ated Rule Making process was 
the greater level of structure it 
provides.

“That choice does two 
things,” Vermillion says. “It 
creates a concrete calendar for 
when the proposal has to be 
done under the Administrative 
Rules Act, and provides a paid 
facilitator, hired by the depart-
ment, to help come up with the 
proposal.”

There’s an added element 
of accountability, says Ver-
million, because this option is 
statutorily dictated in the state 

code as to what has to happen 
and when. It’s similar to option 
B’s use of the CAC, but with 
more formality and direction.

But as was allowed by the 
initial proposal, this is the 
slowest of the four options.

Once this process gets un-
derway, the commission and 
FWP will take applications and 
hire the facilitator who will 
help organize the project. After 
that position is filled and the 
new draft of the Madison Riv-
er recreation rules is produced, 
the new proposal will be pub-
lished to receive public com-
ment. Then it will be taken to 
the commission for a final rul-
ing and hopefully implemented 
by FWP by 2020.

FWP update: Long process on new Madison River rules
Lengthy

process with 
public comment

will chart
future

Potential rule changes to how the Madison River is used by recreationalists will involve a public comment period and a longer 
process. (File photo)

council also discussed a related 
preliminary engineering report 
(PER) that established town 
priorities, and additional water 
projects.

According to Mayor Bob 
Stump, the state’s Department 
of Commerce asked the town 
for a list of priorities pertain-
ing to water, sewer and bridge 
projects, following the state’s 
rescinding the town’s $625,000 
Treasure State Endowment Pro-
gram (TSEP) grant in 2017, due 
to a statewide budget crunch.

After some consideration, 
the council agreed its priorities 
were:

1.   A new well.
2. Replace Water Street 

main, lines, hydrants.
3.  Replace Beaver Lane hy-

drants.
4. Replace miscellaneous 

hydrants across town.
5.  Install a cage ladder at 

the water tower.
The council is looking into 

USDA Rural Development 
grants and a State Revolving 
Fund (SRF) loan to fund work 
directed towards accomplish-
ing these priorities.

The state legislature estab-
lished two SRF loan programs 
- one for water pollution control 
projects, another for drinking 
water projects – to provide low 
interest rate loans for eligible 
communities. The state pro-
grams are in turn funded with 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency grants and a 20 percent 
state bond match.

The state Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
administers the program and 
the state Department of Natu-
ral Resources and Conservation 
(DNRC) makes the loans.

Stump said there is the like-
lihood of the state returning the 
$625,000 TSEP money to Sher-
idan.

“We’re along for the ride,” 
he said. “We’ve got a long 
shopping list, and some of this 
should get taken care of.”

Meanwhile, however, Sheir-
dan had a $60,000 bill owed 
to Great West Engineering, of 
Helena, to cover what Stump 
called a preliminary bid pack-
age, which included surveys 
and specifications for ways to 

improve the town’s water distri-
bution system. This work was 
done prior to the TSEP grant 
being yanked back.

When the town’s wells – 
like the TSEP grant – dried up, 
this effort was put on hold. The 
council approved a payment for 
this on Tuesday evening.

Water conservation 
Also water-related, coun-

cilman Dan Durham saw Sher-
idan’s reduced water supply as 
an opportunity to educate res-
idents on water conservation 
measures.

Abbott said he sees lots of 
water being used to irrigate 
lawns. (Sheridan does have wa-
tering restrictions in place, due 
to the reduced supply of water.)

Too much water encourag-
es grass plants to grow shal-
low roots, and die quicker than 
deeply-rooted grass plants.

Abbott said grass does just 
fine on 1 inch of water per week 
– measure this by placing emp-
ty tuna cans in the yard where 
you’re watering and measure 
the amount of water in the can.

Abbot suggested creating a 
water conservation brochure – 
there would be lots of material 
from California and Arizona 
on water conservation – to help 
residents conserve the reduced 
supply available.

“This is something to do,” 
said Stump.

Other business
In other business, the coun-

cil discussed alcohol in the 
town park.

Stump said he’d found a 
garbage can overf lowing with 
empty beer cans in the park 
recently and wondered about 
groups who want to bring their 
own bottles to the park. Stump 
said the town has no insurance 
for liability if something hap-
pens with this. When Chick’s 
Bar holds events in Sheridan, 
they do have liability insurance 
that comes with their liquor li-
cense.

He urged council to come up 
with a plan for no BYOB in the 
park. 

“We must be so careful with 
alcohol involved,” Stump said. 
“(A plan) has to be an honor 
system.”

Stump suggested those who 

want alcohol will have to get it 
from a vendor on site.

Stump said prohibiting al-
cohol from entering the park’s 
two entrances at a certain point 
seemed like the way to go.

Also, the council, on a mo-
tion by Durham and councilman 
Mike Walter, approved shifting 
$13,000 already in the town’s 
budget to the fire department’s 
working budget, to be directed 
towards the purchase of a new 
fire engine.

Finally, the council ap-
proved a new board member to 
fill a vacancy.

Two people had applied for 
the position, Jennifer Martin 
and Emilie Sayler.

Stump noted that the posi-
tion would be an 18 month slot, 
to fill the vacancy until June of 
2020, then the person chosen 
could run for the office, if they 
wanted to.

On a motion by Durham and 
Walter, Sayler was chosen to 
become the new council mem-
ber.

“It is hard to choose, they’re 
both viable candidates,” said 
Walter.

Stump noted the overall lack 
of interest in serving on coun-
cil. He said five people have 
come and gone on council in 
the last three years, and before 
that there was a long-standing 
council of board members who 
had served 14 years, and a 12-
year mayor veteran.

Sayler’s position on the 
council will be formally final-
ized at the July 9 meeting.

WATER  from  A1

-  Clarification  -
In the June 7 story about 

Ruby River access points, 
the Lewis Lane access 
point is a third permanent 
access point to the river. 
Morse Land Company was 
supportive of this effort, 
according to Mark Savins-
ki. The Coy-Brown bridge 
access site is under consid-
eration as an access, but has 
not been approved for this.

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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OBituaries
Faye Watkins
June 8, 2018

On the 8th of June, Faye Watkins entered her heavenly reward after a 
full life of activities. Born on the summer solstice in 1929 to Conrad and 
Pearl, she was reared with her three older Oetter siblings in Frankfort, Illi-
nois. After graduation from Joliet Township High School she attended The 
American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, where she earned her bach-
elor’s degree in Voice. On her way home one night during a snow storm, 
while waiting for her father to try to come get her, she met another stranded 
traveler. This man was traveling from Detroit, Michigan with his first new 
car. He beguiled her with the description of his ranch in Ennis. His name was 
Jack Watkins. Later they would become husband and wife.

Early in the young couple’s marriage they moved to Arizona and then 
on to California as Jack explored work in the fledgling electronics industry.  
Faye found work in the area of banking. However, the only son was asked 
to return to the ranch to help his family’s business. Faye took on the job as a 
ranch wife. From haying to branding she helped wherever she was needed. 
But, she excelled at making any visitor to the ranch feel welcomed as she 
gave them cookies and refreshing glasses of sun tea.

Faye was involved with many activities: the Madison Valley Presbyteri-
an Church, the Greater Federation of Woman’s Club, the Montana Republi-
can party, Angus Cattle Association, bridge club and bowling to name a few. 
She used her musical skills in various church and community choirs either 
as a vocalist or its director. Her solo work was mostly weddings and funerals. 
Later she and two other gals, Bobbie Brand and Jean Hansen would record 
an LP album of sacred music entitled “Make a Joyful Noise”. When the vi-
nyl copies were gone they released a cassette copy retitled: “We Remem-
ber Making a Joyful Noise”. All of the proceeds from both went to funding 
scholarships in the greater Ennis area.

Sadly, she was preceded in death by her parents, her brothers Ken and 
Don, her sister Betty, and her husband Jack. She is survived by her sister-in-
law Rena and nieces and nephews: Sherrie, Judy, Tammy, Alan, Diane, Rob-
ert, Cindy Lou, Kevin, Kendall, Todd, Susan, Linda and Maria, and many 
extended family members.

To honor Faye’s love of learning, please make all donations to the Mad-
ison Valley Woman’s Club Scholarship Fund, P. O. Box 122, Ennis, MT 
59729

Services will be held at the Presbyterian Church in Ennis at 10 AM on 
Saturday, June 16th, followed by a brief graveside service.

Janet Lydia Krenelka
June 10, 2018

Janet Lydia Krenelka, age 70, 
died peacefully on June 10, 2018 
after a long courageous battle with 
lung disease. She was born on Oc-
tober 8, 1947 to Edward and Lydia 
Albrecht in Billings, MT. 

Janet grew up on the family 
ranch in Bridger, MT before the 
family moved to Lewistown, 
where she attended high school. 
They moved to Billings in 1964 
and Janet graduated in 1965. On 
April 11, 1969, she married Edward 
James Krenelka. They spent a 
short time in Seattle and returned 
to settle in Billings in 1974, where 
they lived until moving to the Ruby 
Valley near Sheridan in 1991. Janet 
moved to Helena in 2010.

She was an avid horsewoman growing up and won the high school 
rodeo hard luck trophy in 1963. She enjoyed many activities in her life 
including hunting, fishing, gardening, 4x4ing, camping, and crocheting. 
She was an ace at the game of pool and enjoyed bowling and pool leagues 
with her friends for many years. She was a voracious reader, enjoyed the 
daily crosswords and puzzles, and watching her golf and TV shows. Her 
witty remarks, her strength and endurance, and her beautiful soul will be 
dearly missed!

Janet is survived by her daughter Leah Welsh (Dan Pate) of Helena, and 
son Edward Krenelka of Big Sandy; sisters, Sharon Brown of Lewistown, 
Jeanie (Jim) Mullins of Challis ID, Shirlee Shephard (Jim Knox) of Bill-
ings, Tammy (Randy) Stevens of Saratoga WY, and brother Steve (Cherrie) 
Albrecht of Helena. She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
Edward James Krenelka, and a sister Judy.

Cremation has taken place and a Celebration of her Life will be held 
Saturday, June 30, at 11 am at Aspen Village, 615 Janet Street in Helena 
MT.

Harriet Garth: 
Fire And Love (Montana)

May 12, 2018
Harriet Helene Garth arrived in Virginia City, Montana, in the early 

1970s via Beaumont, Texas, and Aspen, Colorado. When Harriet passed 
away at 68 from an accident on May 12th in Beaumont, it was a huge loss 
for that city, for Virginia City, and for all of her friends here and around the 
world. I was fortunate enough to get to spend most of the last 30 years of her 
life with her.

Petite and beautiful, funny and wise, Harriet was a traveler and a photog-
rapher, a hugger and a seeker, an astrologer and wannabe matchmaker, who 
rarely met a person who didn’t like her. At five feet tall, she was small and 
passionate and could make you a close confidante for life, or, on the flip side, 
bristle up to about six feet of serious trouble and be an implacable foe. At 105 
pounds wringing wet, 100 pounds of it was heart, and she needed all of that 
fire and love for the paths she chose.

Her family moved to Colorado in 1965 and by 1971 she had decamped 
to Montana with a tribe of other Aspenites. Harriet spent most of the next 
15 years in VC and also the Heron area. The latter was one of the favorite 
times of her life, but also ultimately too difficult to continue. She and her 
Montana-native boyfriend John Tange returned to living in Virginia City 
and ultimately also spent part of each year on the Big Island of Hawaii, divid-
ing their time between growing food, running a deep-sea fishing business, 
doing earthmoving work, keeping horses, and playing in the mountains and 
on the ocean. The locals called her “Minnie” on the Big Island, “Fireball” in 
Montana, and “friend” nearly everywhere she went.

The very young death by cancer of her father, whom she revered, was a 
defining tragedy in her life. It was followed by another one when John Tange 
died in a motorcycle accident before he turned 40. Harriet moved back to 
Colorado and we began living together, and continued to spend part of every 
year on her property in Montana. She managed her various business inter-
ests very successfully, contributed generously to a wide variety of causes 
in Montana, Virginia City and around the world, and reconnected with her 
mother in Colorado and her family in Texas. 

We traveled a lot for my writing and she took photos that accompanied 
my stories and books. Her enthusiasm and personality helped us make the 
kind of true human connections with people along the way that are the es-
sence of great travel, good storytelling and, most importantly, a rich life. But 
during all of the magic and adventure her life encompassed, her years were 
shadowed by loss. 

She had a young, unplanned pregnancy and at her parent’s insistence 
gave her daughter up for adoption. It haunted her even when, after 40 years, 
her daughter got in touch and they reunited. In addition to her father and 
boyfriend’s deaths, a number of other close friends passed prematurely. And 
after we parted, in just the last six years, she lost four of the most important 
women in her life, including finally her mother. 

Some good came from it all with her being there for her mom’s last years, 
and getting to spend more time with her wonderful and supportive family. 
But ultimately and heartbreakingly, Harriet still had more loss to come – her 
own life, far too early. I always assumed she’d outlive me by 20 years, as 
she should have. Instead she slipped and fell on her home’s patio and hit her 
head on a flowerpot, dying instantly. The news struck many of our lives with 
that same terrible, bolt-from-the-blue suddenness. She and I had stayed in 
close contact, but once again I knew I’d been negligent about letting some-
one know how much I loved them before it was too late. 

We both always had a deep affection for Yellowstone Park and the vol-
canoes of the Big Island: raw, elemental, molten places where the creation 
process is ongoing and the energy fields are as palpable as sunlight. She said 
they made her feel more alive than any other places on earth. I do not think 
it’s entirely a coincidence that right around the time of her death, Yellow-
stone’s biggest geyser became more active than its been since they’ve kept 
track of such things, and Pele started some hard raging in Hawaii. The planet 
is aware when it loses an irreplaceable human.

Jay Cowan

By Nick Gevock 
and Cole Mannix 

Montana’s farmers, ranchers 
and hunters have been partners for 
decades in conserving and manag-
ing our treasured wildlife. For years 
we’ve shared this working relation-
ship because we’re neighbors and 
we understand that together, hunters 
and landowners can achieve positive 
results for both wildlife and the land 
that they reside on.

That cooperative relationship 
was on display last year when ranch-
ers, farmers, county weed districts 
and even county commissioners 
worked alongside hunters, anglers 
and the broader conservation com-
munity to establish the Montana 
Wildlife Habitat Improvement pro-
gram. The bill, sponsored by Rep. 
Kelly Flynn, R-Townsend, allows 
a portion of the federal funds that 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

receives to be used for habitat im-
provement projects that would fight 
noxious weeds on private and public 
lands.

We all know that weeds take a 
heavy toll on wildlife habitat. Nox-
ious weeds crowd out native grass-
es and shrubs, which means less 
forage for deer, elk and other wild-
life. They can make areas that once 
supported abundant wildlife far less 
productive, putting greater pressure 
on landowners with irrigated fields 
and good wildlife habitat as those 
animals seek the best feed. Nox-
ious weeds, like wildlife, know no 
boundaries either. Often times weed 
infestations that start on one piece of 
land get transported to other pieces 
of land, meaning that fighting weeds 
isn’t just a private or public land 
problem, but a Montana problem.

Weeds might not be as high 
profile an issue as some, but con-
servationists and landowners alike 

know that they are a threat to the 
productivity of the lands where  we 
live, work and play, whether they’re 
public or private.  

The Wildlife Habitat Improve-
ment program is a prime example 
of a solid public/private partnership 
with broad benefits for everyone. 
Under the program, applicants re-
ceive a three-to-one match for either 
their dollars, or in-kind labor to en-
act a weed management program. 

It includes measures that ensure 
the projects are effective, and a good 
use of public dollars. Every project 
is reviewed by a committee with di-
verse interests, including sportsmen, 
agricultural producers and weed 
districts. Every project must go 
through public scrutiny and be ap-
proved by the state Fish and Wildlife 
Commission. That gives Montan-
ans assurance that the projects will 
have tangible benefits for habitat and 
wildlife. 

All Montanans have an interest 
in preventing the spread of noxious 
weeds, while working to restore ex-
isting infestations to a more diverse 
and resilient plant community. It’s a 
daunting proposition, but with team-
work we can make progress. The 
Montana Wildlife Habitat Improve-
ment program represents the best of 
what makes Montana, Montana. We 
come together to solve problems and 
we work to help our neighbors. This 
kind of common sense collaboration 
is what it takes to respect all views 
while advancing positive programs 
that benefit all Montanans and our 
shared wildlife heritage. 

Nick Gevock is the conservation 
director for the Montana Wildlife 
Federation. 

Cole Mannix is the advance-
ment director for the Western Land-
owners Alliance. 

Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program is good for Montana
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SPONSORED BY:

Madison County 

June 10-19, 2018
D I S P AT C H

June 10 - Citizen Assist in 400 Blk W. 
Hugel St., Ennis; Citizen Assist on MT 
Hwy 287, MM 14, Virginia City; Welfare 
Check, 6300 Blk, US Hwy 287, Norris; 
Medical Aid, 400 Blk, Beaverhead St., En-
nis; Accident on MT Hwy 84, MM 1, Nor-
ris; Accident on N. Spencer St., Virginia 
City; Medical Aid in 100 Blk, Dry Creek 
Trl, Ennis; Warrant Service, 300 Blk E. 
Madison Ave., Ennis.

June 11 - Suspicious Circumstances on 
MT Hwy 41, Twin Bridges; Theft Com-
plaint on MT Hwy 84, MM 8, Norris; Citi-
zen Assist in 100 Blk W. Wallace St., Vir-
ginia City; Accident in 100 Blk, N. Main 
St., Sheridan; Accident on US Hwy 287, 
MM 51, Ennis; Medical Aid in 100 Blk N. 
Main St., Sheridan; Traffic Complaint on 
Varney Rd., Ennis; Suspicious Circum-
stances on Sunrise Loop, Ennis.

June 12 - Abandoned Vehicle on MT 
Hwy 287, MM 25, Laurin; Accident on 
MT Hwy 287, MM 28, Laurin; Trespass 
Complaint on MT Hwy 287, Ennis; Ani-
mal Complaint at US Hwy 287 & Norwe-
gian Creek Rd., Harrison; Medical Aid in 
100 Blk Silver Spring Rd., Sheridan; Traf-
fic Complaint at MT Hwy 287 & US Hwy 
287, Ennis.

June 13 – Two Vandalism/Criminal 
Mischief complaints, MT Hwy 287, Ennis; 
Coroner Call, Ennis; Animal Complaint 
on MT Hwy 287, MM 32, Sheridan; Suspi-

cious Circumstances in 700 Blk, Madison 
Ave., Ennis; Dog Complaint in 200 Blk, 
Madison St., Sheridan; Citizen/Agency 
Assist in 200 Blk E. Williams St., En-
nis; Traffic Complaint on North Meadow 
Creek Rd., McAllister; Dog Complaint on 
Main St., Ennis; Welfare Check in 100 Blk 
,E. Hugel St., Ennis; Accident in 100 Blk, 
N. Main St., Sheridan; Medical Aid in 100 
Blk, Dyk Rd., Harrison; Traffic Complaint 
on MT Hwy 84, Norris; Accident on US 
Hwy 287, MM 63, Norris.

June 14 - Trespass Complaint in 100 
Blk, Barton Gulch Rd., Virginia City; Fire 
Call in 300 Blk, Madison St., Sheridan; 
Dog Complaint in 200 Blk E. Crofoot St., 
Sheridan; Accident on US Hwy 287, MM 
14, Cameron; Accident on Anderson Ln., 
Alder; Agency Assist Out of County.

June 15 - Fire Call on MT Hwy 41, MM 
25, Twin Bridges; Traffic Complaint at US 
Hwy 287 & MT Hwy 84, Norris; Animal 
Complaint on MT Hwy 41, MM 50, Sil-
ver Star; Medical Aid in 100 Blk, Silver 
Spring Rd., Sheridan; Animal Complaint 
on Pony Rd., Pony.

June 16 - Suspicious Circumstances on 
MT Hwy 41 S MM 22 Twin Bridges

The Madison County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to 89 Calls for Service from Jun 
10-16, 2018.

BOZEMAN –The 1st Annual 
Science Summer Institute, Mak-
ing Science Meaningful, will be 
held August 13-14, 2018 at the 
Willson Building in downtown 
Bozeman, MT.

The purpose of the confer-
ence is to help Montana K-12 
educators navigate the new Mon-
tana Science Content Standards, 
which are based on the Next 
Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS), and is also open to edu-
cators from other states interest-
ed in three-dimensional teaching 
and learning. 

The conference includes ses-
sions by national and local sci-
ence educators, authors, leading 
professional learning experts and 
exhibitors.

Conference keynotes include 
award-winning author Emily 
Morgan, co-author of the Pic-
ture-Perfect Science Lessons se-
ries and author of the Next Time 

You See picture book series, and 
Dr. Brandon Rodriguez, an edu-
cation specialist from the NASA 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Cost to attend is $85 for one 
day, $135 for both.

Registration fees include 
lunch on Monday, your choice of 
one of four NSTA Press books, 
and admission to the evening 
kick-off event at the Museum of 
the Rockies on August 12. OPI 
renewal units or 1 graduate cred-
it from UM-Western are avail-
able.

 Register now—space is lim-
ited.

Complete details and regis-
tration can be found at https://
conta.cc/2GEe9kv.

This event is offered by 
Southwest Montana School Ser-
vices (SWMSS) and Mountain 
Goat Instructional Design, LLC 
and supported by the National 
Science Teachers Association 

(NSTA).

About SWMSS
Southwest Montana School 

Services (SWMSS) is wrapping 
up its 6th year as a full-ser-
vice Education Service Agency 
(ESA) in Bozeman, MT. While 
we mainly focus our efforts and 
services in southwest Montana, 
our statewide services are rapid-
ly growing in popularity (Tech & 
Infinite Campus Support, online 
Medicaid Billing Services, and 
the Cooperative Food Purchas-
ing Program). Our five major 
service areas include Education, 
Technology, Purchasing, and 
Business. Details can be found 
on our website at www.swmss.
coop.

For additional details please 
contact: Jennifer Brekke, 
SWMSS, 406-522-6024, jbrek-
ke@swmss.coop.

1st Annual MT Science Institute 
Supports K-12 Educators

A farewell potluck for Con-
servation District supervisor 
Neil Kent and administrator 
Cori Koenig was held on 
June 14th.  Neil served as a 
board supervisor for 9 years 
and Cori worked as the 
administrator for 2 years.  
Their contributions and 
support for the work of the 
Conservation District will be 
greatly missed. (Submitted 
photo)

SATURDAY June 23rd
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Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher
Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

DID YOU KNOW?
Our  Imaging Department  is  staffed  24/7  for  your  convenience!

Our dedicated X-Ray, CT, and
Ultrasound Technologists 
provide you with prompt, 

quality service.

we feature a private Mammography 
suite for your comfort.  

In addition, We offer DEXA scans for 
bone density testing, and Mobile MRI 

services available every Tuesday 
afternoon. All staff are registered 

and licensed technologists.
 

Interested in scheduling? Contact
 Imaging directly 8-5 Monday-Friday 

at 406-682-6612.

Call to Schedule!
305  Main  Street  Ennis, MT  59729

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

DILLON -- The Beaver-
head-Deerlodge National Forest 
has finally thawed after a long 
winter, and we’re all ready to rev-
el in the summer months ahead. 
However, grizzly and black bears 
are also taking advantage of the 
warm weather and will be catch-
ing up on feeding through late 
fall. While you’re out recreating 
in the forest this year, always be 
bear aware!

The Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
NF has a food storage ordinance 
requiring proper storage of all at-
tractants. 

As more people are living 
and recreating in bear habitat 
and allowing bears to gain ac-
cess to human food, there will 
be a higher rate of unwanted 
bear encounters. Once bears are 
food conditioned they are often 
removed from the ecosystem due 
to negative human-bear interac-
tions (human safety). The only 
way to prevent this is to keep 
all attractive items with a smell 
away from the reach of bears.

Attractants include food, re-
fuse, sealed cans and bottles, 
alcoholic beverages, hygiene 
products, pet food, fish parts, and 
chainsaw bar oil.

To store attractants away 
from bears: 

1) put in a hard-sided vehicles 
with windows and doors shut and 
locked; 

2) store in a certified bear-re-
sistant container; 

3) hang in a tree 10 feet 
above the ground and four feet 
from supporting structures. Re-
member, regular coolers are not 
bear-resistant!  Where possible, 
camp 100 yards from attractant 
storage and cooking areas.

Several campgrounds have 
bear resistant food storage lock-
ers available for campers to use. 

Remember to remove your 
food and trash from these lockers 
when you are done camping.  Of-
ficials also recommend changing 
your clothes before going to bed.  
Often smells from cooking food 
linger on the clothes worn while 
cooking and are considered an 
attractant to bears.

Beaverhead-Deerlodge Na-
tional Forest Offices have a popu-
lar bear-resistant container loan-
er program to help forest visitors 
comply with food storage regula-
tions.  Forest visitors can check 
out bear-resistant horse panniers, 
backpacking “bear barrels” and 
the popular yet cost-prohibitive 
bear-resistant coolers for planned 
outings.

When hiking in the woods, 
your best defense is bear spray. 

Here are some tips on how to 
effectively use your bear spray: 
draw it from an accessible loca-
tion; remove the safety cap and 
press the trigger; spray at 30-60 

feet away; aim slightly down and 
adjust for crosswinds; discharge 
the spray in front of the bear’s 
face; the spray will create a cloud 
in front of you; keep spraying 
until the bear changes direction.

It is also a good idea to carry 
two canisters of bear spray if you 
are travelling alone. When you 
buy a can of bear spray, make 
sure is clearly marked for use 
against bears, not humans, and 
replace it when it has exceeded 
its expiration date.

Be prepared to play dead if 
attacked by a grizzly bear or to 
fight back in a predatory encoun-
ter (when a bear is following you 
or approaching unsurprised and 
unprovoked) with either bear 
species. Bear spray has proven 
to be extremely effective at pre-
venting injury in 98 percent of 
encounters. Statistics show that 
people who use firearms against 
bears show the same rates of in-
jury or death as if they had not 
used their gun at all. Remember 
that you can expect to see black 
bears and grizzly bears any-
where on the Beaverhead-Deer-
lodge National Forest.

For information about local 
regulations or about bears, go to 
the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Na-
tional Forest website at www.
fs.usda.gov/bdnf, or stop by a lo-
cal Forest Service office.

Camping in Bear Country

School News

ENNIS - “Ennis Community 
Children’s School (ECCS) has 
been a community asset since 
1982,” said Abby Thomas, ECCS 
fundraising committee member, 
“We’ve worked hard to keep 
improving our facility and this 
$2500 Community Enhancement 
grant from 3 Rivers will help us 
rebuild the front and back en-
trance ramps on the building to 
be ADA compliant.” 

“The mission of Ennis Com-
munity Children’s School is to 
increase our children’s percep-
tion of the world around them 
and become enthusiastic learn-
ers. We’re committed to the chil-
dren and families that we serve 
here and providing a safe envi-
ronment for the children to in-
teract, learn, and develop social 
and life skills is important to us. 
Thank you 3 Rivers for investing 
in our children and providing 
this money to help us reach our 
goal. ” 

While visiting at the school, 
3 Rivers Board member Howard 
Goltz explained that the 3 Rivers 
Community Enhancement Grant 
program was put in place in 2005 
to assist local organizations with 

projects that make lasting im-
provements in their community.

“We were able to help the 
Ennis Community Children’s 
School in 2015 when they were 
putting in some new playground 
features. I’m happy that we can 
help them again as they begin 
this construction project to make 
the school safer for everyone.”  

Goltz went on to say, “3 Riv-
ers has offered assistance to oth-
er local organizations to help our 
cooperative members. We pro-
vided funds to the Ennis Senior 
Center, the Twin Bridges Senior 
Center, and the Sheridan Library. 
In the past grants have been giv-
en to volunteer emergency and 
fire departments that always 
need to update equipment. We 
realize that many folks are com-
mitted to making their commu-
nity a better place for everyone 
and we’re proud that 3 Rivers is 
able to offer this support.” 

For more information regard-
ing the 3 Rivers Community En-
hancement Grant program visit 
3rivers.net or contact Susan at 
467-4133 or susanw@3rivers.
coop.

ECCS receives $2500 grant from 
3 Rivers Communications

HELENA - Carroll College 
named a number of local students 
to its 2018 spring semester dean’s 
list.

To be included on the dean’s 
list, a student must receive a 3.5 
grade point average or higher on a 
4.0 scale and take at least 12 graded 

credits in a semester.
• Ennis: Brigit Croy
• McAllister: Baylee Sci-

uchetti
• Three Forks: Anna 

Christman, Darren Hecker, Chris-
tine Wambeke

Carroll College Dean’s List

TWIN BRIDGES - Twin Bridges High School has announced its 4th 
quarter honor roll. The following students were named to this:

Seniors - RaeAnne Bendon, Lane Frandsen, Eddie Kelly, Kyle Min-
ert, Justice Morris, Jenna Nelson, 

Kailee Oliverson, Mariah Patritti, Andrianna Pollorena, Cody Taylor, 
Megan Bausch*, Emily Dustin*, Kaleb Garrison*, Noah Harbor*, Roman 
Hendrickson*, 

Bethany Huttinga* , Lexie Jones*, Kylie Larsen*, Michaela Madden*, 
Abbigail Olsen*, Sierra Rinta*, Savanna Stewart*

Juniors - Jace Caprara, Riah Edsall*, Daniel Kruer*, Joeseph Peterson, 
Brikayla Salerno, Steven Smathers, Tanis Williams, Makenna Adams*, 

Ayden Anderson*, Cole Escott*, Nora Humbert*, Taryn Johnson*, 
Blu Keim*, Ethan Kneeland *, Clancy Phillips*, Jovenai Rosselott*

(* Denotes High Honor Roll)

Twin Bridges 4th quarter High 
School Honor Roll

Four generations…
Four generations of Harrison High School graduates attended 
the recent Harrison graduation. They included: Inez Reynolds, 
a 75 year grad; Joe Reynolds, a 50 year grad (son of Inez); Der-
ik DeFrance, 2018 grad (great-grandson of Inez); and Madison 
Reynolds (Kindergarten promotion - great-granddaughter of 
Inez).
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BHHSMT.COM
ENNIS: 406.682.5002 | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686 

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

ENNIS: 101 E. MAIN STREET  |  406.682.5002 • SHERIDAN: 118 S. MAIN STREET | 406.842.5650

Holly
Driskill

sales associate
451-3527

Breathtaking 360 degree mountain & valley views from the 20 
ac. lot. This 537 ac. subdivision has 26 lots, 20 acres or more, 
with only 19 owners. Plenty of elbow room. Only 6 miles from 
Ennis. Year round Trail Creek runs across the property. 3 sides are 
fenced with smooth wire. Horses are allowed. 

LOT 16 TRAIL CREEK RANCHES | ENNIS
$178,000 | #321565 | NEW LISTING

Kathy
Wooten

Sales Associate
731-676-2463

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Updated open & spacious kitchen w/appliances includes. 
Master bedroom & bath on main floor. 2bd w/full bath on 
the upstairs level. Large attached 2 car garage. Beautiful 
landscaped yard with mature trees for shade. Covered patio 
to enjoy the outdoors. Furnishings included. 

3409 MT HWY 287 | SHERIDAN
$342,000 |  #319915  | NEW LISTING

Two stories of living space offer plenty of room for the 
whole family. Inside this 2,132± sf home you’ll find 4bd, and 
2 1/2ba. Enjoy spectacular views of the Ruby Mountains 
while propping your feet up on the railing of the wrap 
around deck. Or gather the whole family down by the 
creek under the shade of the towering cottonwood trees.

Nikki 
Picken Sales Associate

698-0853
106 E HAMILTON  |  SHERIDAN

$289,000  |  #321499 | NEW LISTING

Ideal location 3,415sf building that borders Main St.  
Property has Slate entryway, open floor plan, barn 
wood siding & river rock propane fireplace. Two 
levels and large windows facing Main St. Additional 
parking in the back.

Rikki 
Dilschneider

Broker
581-5155

222 E MAIN ST  |  ENNIS
$399,000 | #320045 | NEW LISTING

Joszie
Driear

Sales Associate
580-4469

12 N MAIN ST | WHITEHALL
$96,990 | #321616 | NEW LISTING

Darling property is zoned commercial/residential on a corner 
lot w/ample room to add on. Green and flowered yard for 
entertaining. Immaculate building w/great opportunity for a new 
business 1 blk off Main St.  So much potential! Don’t let this well 
priced opportunity slip away.

Fabulous custom 3,276± sf log home on 46± acres at the foothills 
of the Tobacco Root Mtns near Waterloo. If you want the Montana 
dream log home with privacy, mountain views, beautiful gardens, 
30x42 greenhouse, heated 40x64 workshop, 3-car garage, and guest 
quarters/studio, you’ve reached the destination.

Michelle
Van Dyke

Broker
596-080518 WHITE ROCK LANE  |  WHITEHALL

$725,000 | #319107 | JUST REDUCED

BHHSMT.COM

ENNIS - As many readers 
know, I (your friendly neigh-
borhood reporter) only just 
moved to the Madison Valley 
about a month ago. But even 
before I arrived, when I told 
friends and family I was mov-
ing to Ennis, they would often 
reply with “I hear the Fourth of 
July is huge there!” And believe 
me, it will be this year. So here, 
all in one place, is all the infor-
mation you’ll need to take full 
advantage of Ennis’s biggest 
block party.

To prepare for the festiv-
ities, there will be fireworks 
sales beginning June 25 in the 
parking lot of Madison Foods, 
every day until the Fourth from 
12 noon until 8 p.m. Money 
from those sales benefit two 
high school scholarships total-
ing $3,000, so you can get all 
your whizbangs while support-
ing local students.

You can also buy Fourth of 
July T-shirts either with your 
fireworks or at the Ennis Cham-
ber of Commerce from June 26 
through the Fourth. Local art-
ist Gerry Mooney designed the 
shirts and will be signing them 
at the Chamber from 8 - 10 a.m. 
on the Fourth. Artist Sherril 
Gold is also an honoree for the 
festivities, and her art will also 
be on display at the Chamber. 

July 3

The fun will really begin on 
Tuesday, July 3, with the first 
of two Northern Rodeo Asso-
ciation certified rodeos. Tues-
day’s rodeo will be at 8 p.m. 
and Wednesday’s at 6 p.m. Each 
rodeo will feature the Montana 
Mini Bucks Rodeo an hour pri-
or, in which children ages 4 - 14 
will participate in a rough stock 
rodeo.

July 4
On the Fourth, things get 

started early, with the Fire-
man’s Pancake Breakfast from 
6 - 10 a.m. at Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Department’s Sta-
tion No. 1, just north of Ennis. 
Music will begin with the Ven-
tucky String Band at 8:30 a.m. 
at the announcer’s stage before 
the parade, which begins at 10 

a.m.
This year’s parade will have 

a slightly different route in or-
der to accommodate changes to 
Madison Valley Manor’s entry-
way and sidewalk. Spectators 
are reminded to please not park 
in the entry to the Manor and to 
leave that area open so that res-
idents will have space to watch 
the parade and to allow traffic 
to f low.

The parade will travel in a 
loop through Ennis’s down-
town, following Main Street, 
Charles Ave. past Ennis High 
School, Hugel St. and Third 
St. Post-parade, the Lions Club 
will host their annual Barbe-
cue Lunch at Peter T’s Park, 
accompanied by the second of 
the week’s honky-tonk bands, 
Big Tweed. They will also play 
a second set at the Gravel Bar 
on July 7 for those who want to 
keep on dancing.

To wrap everything up, 
Virginia City will host some 
of the Madison Valley’s most 
spectacular fireworks, provided 
the weather is good. Wait until 
sunset, following the rodeo, to 
finish up the Fourth in classic 
style.

For a full list of events, see 
the attached schedule. Visit the 
Ennis Chamber’s website for 
more information on the Fourth 
of July festivities, and to submit 
parade entries.

Everything you need to know 
for Ennis’s Fourth of July

Quick Facts
Theme: 

Meet me in Ennis, Montana

Grand Marshal: 
Vickey Gordon

Honoree: 
Ennis Arts Association

Vocalists: 
The Chapman Family

JULY 3RD AND 4TH -  ENNIS, MONTANA

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FIREWORKS AND T-SHIRT SALES AT MADISON FOODS PARKING LOT JUNE 25 TO JULY 4, 12-8 PM

2 0 1 8

JULY 4TH   
6-10 AM Fireman’s Pancake Breakfast
Madison Valley Rural Fire Dept Station 1 North of Ennis
8-10 AM Artist Gerry Mooney
Signing 4th of July Parade T-shirts at 
Ennis Chamber Visitors Center
8:30 AM The Ventucky String Band 
at Announcer Stand
8-12 PM Chamber 50/50 Raffle
Ennis Chamber Visitors Center
9-1:30 PM Car Show Sportsman’s Lodge Lawn
10 AM 83rd Annual 4th of July Parade
“Meet Me in Ennis, Montana”
11 AM Ennis Lions Club BBQ
at Peter T’s Park

11:45 AM Veteran’s Parachutes 
on Football Field 
12 PM Veterans’ Memorial Ceremony
12:30 PM Big Tweed Band
at Peter T’s Park
5 PM Montana Mini Bucks Rodeo 
Youth Rough Stock Rodeo for Kids 
ages 4 to under 14 years
6 PM NRA Rodeo
Ennis Rodeo Grounds
Dusk - Fireworks in Virginia City
(pending conditions)

JULY 3RD

7 PM Montana Mini Bucks Rodeo 
Youth Rough Stock Rodeo for Kids 
ages 4 to under 14 years
8 PM NRA Rodeo 

 

 

          Parade Route 
   Road Block 

 

PARADE ROUTE

Cones and caution tape will be placed behind parked cars on Main Street for the parade.  Cars will be asked not to leave after the parade until the barrier is removed.

THEME

Meet Me in Ennis, MT              Vickey Gordon              Ennis Art Association             Chapman Family
GRAND MARSHALL HONOREE                             VOCALIST

ENNIS – The USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) encour-
ages all farmers, ranchers, and 
FSA program participants to 
take part in the county com-
mittee election nomination pro-
cess.

Committees are comprised 
of locally elected agricultural 
producers responsible for the 
fair and equitable adminis-
tration of FSA farm programs 
in their counties. Committee 
members are accountable to the 
Secretary of Agriculture.

If elected, members become 
part of a local decision making 
and farm program delivery pro-
cess.

A county committee is com-
prised of three to 11 elected 

members from local adminis-
trative areas (LAA). 

Each member serves a 
three-year term. One-third of 
the seats on these committees 
are open for election each year. 

County committees may 
have an appointed advisor to 
further represent the local in-
terests of underserved farmers 
and ranchers. 

Underserved producers are 
beginning, women and other 
minority farmers and ranchers 
and land owners and/or opera-
tors who have limited resourc-
es. Other minority groups in-
cluding Native American and 
Alaska Natives; persons under 
the poverty level, and persons 
that have disabilities are also 

considered underserved.  
The nomination period 

opens June 15. 
All nomination forms for 

the 2018 election must be post-
marked or received in the local 
USDA service center by Aug. 1, 
2018. County committee elec-
tion ballots will be mailed to el-
igible voters on Nov. 5. The last 
day to return completed ballots 
to FSA is Dec. 3.

Local district included in 
the elections are: Jefferson/
Madison/Silver Bow, Beaver-
head and Sheridan.

For more information on 
FSA county committee elec-
tions and appointments, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or 
contact your local FSA office.

FSA county committee election nominations

ENNIS – Ennis town com-
mission approved a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with the 
Madison County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment at the council’s Thursday, 
June 14 meeting.

Mayor Blake Leavitt explained 
a bit of this history behind the re-
lationship between the sheriff’s 
department and the city for the 
commissioners:

Leavitt said the city last had a 
signed an agreement with the sher-
iff’s department in 2015-16. Previ-
ously, 17 mills were added to city 
taxes to pay for this arrangement. 

However, these 17 mills were 
later rescinded, and a $36.78 per 
hour fee was applied when the city 
called on the sheriff’s department 
for services, along with a 1 mill per 
year tax fee per year to cover this 
expense.

Leavitt defined examples of 
the times when the town would 
call on the sheriff’s department 

as big events like celebrations, pa-
rades, homecomings and this sort 
of thing.

Commissioner Lisa Roberts 
wondered if the town could pass 
the expense generated by asking 
the sheriff’s department for ad-
ditional policing help on to event 
organizers.

Leavitt said this is already 
done.

Chief of Police John Moore 
agreed saying the sheriff’s depart-
ment pay rate is not a “big deal” 
because it gets paid by the organiz-
ers of the events.

Madison County Sheriff Rog-
er Thompson explained that the 
MOU is a “little gray” in terms of 
what is or is not charged.

Thompson said that his depart-
ment has not charged the city for 
events where deputies are asked 
for so long as the event benefits the 
entire county, or is a county-run 
event. He pointed to the county 
fair in Twin Bridges, and Virgin-
ia City’s Memorial Day parade 
or Irish Weekend, as example of 
these kinds of events.

“The agreement with the town 
has no surprises in it,” Thompson 
said. 

Roberts said the sheriff’s de-
partment and the town had a “great 
working relationship,” and she, 
along with Commissioner John 
Bancroft, put forth the motion to 
approve the MOU. It passed unan-
imously 

In other business, after a 

lengthy discussion, the commis-
sioners gave Leavitt and Director 
of Public Works Kelly Elser the 
authority to choose an “on call” 
engineering company for the city.

Elser told the commissioners 
that the city had received three 
proposals for this role and he’d 
urged the commissioners to use a 
decision “scorecard” to make the 
choice of which firm to use.

Elser explained that an “on 
call” engineering firm would be a 
company that the city could call on 
for short notice jobs, work valued 
at up to $80,000. However, the city 
was not designating this firm as its 
only engineering firm, but one that 
was “on call.”

Jeff Barron, P.E., of WWC 
Engineering, a Sheridan, Wyo-
ming-based firm was one of the 
companies seeking to serve as 
the city’s on call firm, and Barron 
made a pitch for his outfit, noting 
that he’d grown up in the area, and 
wanted to work with city. WWC, 
he said, would offer an easy-to-
work with contract that would al-
low WWC to operate as a project 
manager for on call assignments 
and allow the city to own any data 
WWC generated.

Roberts suggested that Leavitt 
and Elser review the companies 
applying for the role and make a 
decision for the city, rather than 
have the commissioners wade 
through a lengthy scorecard. Ban-
croft agreed, and a unanimous de-
cision cleared the way for this. 

Ennis approves MOU with 
sheriff’s department

Mayor and 
public works 

to choose 
engineering

firms

John D. Taylor
editor@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS - Run, walk, skip or 
dance at the ECCS Firecracker 
Fun Run on Saturday, July 7.

This is a family-friendly 5K 
event with a start time of 9:30 
a.m. and leaves Madison Square 
Fitness Center in Ennis, follows 
an easy asphalted road for about 
a 5K loop and returns to Madison 
Square Fitness Center.

The ECCS Firecracker Fun 
Run is open to all ages and skill 
levels and no awards are planned.

There will be a 100-yard dash 
for the kids. Wear your red, white 
& blue.

Pre-registration fees are $20 
for 13 years and older, $10 for 
6-12 year olds and kids 5 and un-
der are free.

Day-of registration will be-
gin at 8:30 a.m. and fees will in-
crease by $5.

Pre-registration is appreciat-
ed.

Registration forms are avail-

able to download atwww.eccsmt.
weebly.com or can be picked up 
at Ennis Community Children’s 
School at 315 W. Steffens Street, 
Ennis. 

Completed registration form 
and payment can be mailed to 
PO Box 262, Ennis, MT 59729 or 
dropped to ECCS.

Pre-registration and payment 
due by July 3. 

Questions? Call 406-682-
7388 or ennisccs@gmail.com.

Firecracker Run hosted by ECCS

June 21, 2018A7THE MADISONIAN



Call or Email Tina for more info:
sales@madisoniannews.com

406-682-7755

IT'S TIME 
to start thing about your 

Fourth of July advertising!

SPOIL YOURSELF.
YOU DESERVE IT!

Join us at the Whispering Willow Day Spa
Saturday, June 23rd from 10a.m. to 3p.m.

Dr. Repola from Woods’ Rose Wellness 
Center in Butte will be conducting FREE 
CoolSculpting Consultations, along with live 
demos! Dr. Repola comes to the spa regu-
larly to provide aesthetic medical services 
and is excited to offer CoolSculpting to our 
clients here in Ennis.

WHY SHOULD YOU ATTEND ON JUNE 23rd?

√	 You’ll get a chance to win one of two gift baskets 
     valued at over $500 each, plus door prizes!
√	 There will be amazing specials on spa services and 

Gift Barn items.
√	 You’ll enjoy appetizers provided by Nacho Mamas.
√	 You’ll sip on complimentary drinks provided by the 

Gift Barn.
√	 You’ll have access to specials and unbeatable pro-

motions on Isdin Skincare product line, which in-
cludes their amazing sunscreen and anti-aging 
products. We also carry Aveda. 

√	 You’ll have fun while you learn what CoolSculpting 
can do for you - including a FREE consultation pro-
vided by CoolSculpting expert, Dr. Repola. 

230 East Main St., Ennis, MT  ~  406.682.5336  
www.whisperingwillowmt.com

Like us on FB~ whisperingwillowmt & Follow us on Instagram~ whispering.willowmt

Located in the Gift Barn!

FREEZE AWAY FAT

Greenhouse & Nursery at Bailey Lawn & Landscape

Open to the public. 
Hanging baskets, 

shrubs, trees, 
perennials, annuals 
and edibles custom 

annual arrangements 
and planters bring 

your planters - 
we will plant them. 

Open daily except 
Tuesdays -
9am-5pm. 

 #10 Recycle Way 
Ennis, MT 57929 

406-599-4365

SHERIDAN - The Sheridan Schools announces 
the sponsorship of the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram.

The Summer Food Service Program is a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutri-

tion Program that provides free, nutritious meals to 
children when school is not in session.

The program will run from July 2, 2018 through 
July 27, 2018.  The following sites will have meals 
available:

Summer Food Service effort

Site	Name Site	Address Begin	
Date 

End	
Date 

Meal	Times 

	 	 	 	 Breakfast Lunch Snack 
	 	 	 	 Begin End Begin End Begin End 
Sheridan	
Elementary 

211	Madison	
St 7/2/18 7/3/18 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:30  	 

	 Sheridan,	MT	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
Sheridan	
Elementary 

211	Madison	
St 7/5/18 7/27/18 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:30 	 	 

	 Sheridan,	MT	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	

BOZEMAN - Montana 
State University has an-
nounced its undergraduate 
honor rolls for spring semester 
2018.

There are two MSU honor 
roll lists: the President’s and 
the Dean’s Honor Roll. Stu-
dents must complete a min-
imum of 12 degree-eligible 
credit hours to be on either 
list.

Students with a perfect 4.0 
grade point average for the 
semester were named to the 
President’s Honor Roll. An as-
terisk follows the names of the 

1,098 students named to the 
MSU President’s Honor Roll 
in the listing below.

The Dean’s Honor Roll in-
cludes the 3,179 students earn-
ing grade point averages of 3.5 
or above for the semester.

Students named to MSU’s 
President’s or Dean’s Lists, or-
dered according to their home-
towns, follow. Montana stu-
dents are listed first, followed 
by students with out-of-state 
hometowns listed alphabeti-
cally by state, then hometown. 
Finally, international students 
are listed by home country and 

hometown.
• Ennis: Bailey Greenwell, 

Chad Johnerson, Devan Leo, 
Taylre Sitz, Rebecca White

• McAllister: Cole Crowley
• Norris: Warren Brush
• Sheridan: Cody Allinson, 

Xavier Harris, Brant Marsh*, 
Arnold Smithson

• Silver Star: Cassandra 
Williams

• Twin Bridges: Zachary 
Amos, Sierra Frandsen*, Au-
drey George, Kjersten Sandru, 
Michael Walsh

• Virginia City: Stephanie 
Weddle

MSU names local students to 
spring honor rolls

MARIETTA, OHIO - Samantha Welch, of Ennis, 
and Ennis High School graduate, was among more 
than 250 students who received diplomas at Mariet-

ta College’s graduation ceremony on Sunday, May 6. 
Welch completed requirements for a Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science.

Welch graduates from Marietta College

HELENA, Montana. June 13, 
2018. Montana drivers are spend-
ing $69 more a month to fill-up 
compared to last summer. Accord-
ing to AAA, gasoline expenses 
are accounting, on average, for 9.6 
percent of Montanans 2018 annual 
income, a 1.9 percent increase over 
last summer. With strong summer 
consumer gasoline demand expect-

ed in the months ahead, AAA says 
motorists can expect little relief at 
the pump with the statewide aver-
age ranging between $2.85 - $3.05 
through Labor Day.

“Motorists can expect to spend 
at least $200 more on gas this sea-
son,” said Michelle Donati, AAA 
Montana spokeswoman. 

As vacationers hit the road, they 

will find more than a quarter (28 
percent) of all gas stations across 
the country are selling gas for more 
than $3/gallon -  a stark difference 
from a  year ago.

South Carolina and California 
hold the lowest and highest aver-
age price for the lower 48 states at 
$2.582 and $3.721 per gallon. 

Paying at the Pump is Taking Up More of Motorists’ Paychecks
ENNIS —The Beaverhead 

Deer Lodge National Forest 
is sponsoring its 21st annual 
wildf lower tour of the Gravel-
ly Range on Thursday, July 5, 
starting at 9 a.m.

The free tour winds 
through the Gravelly Range in 
Madison County, which is not-
ed for a spectacular, high-el-
evation display of wildf low-
ers.  Forest Service employees 
on the tour will help identify 
plants seen along the way.  
Officials note that each year 
brings its own set of grow-
ing conditions, producing an 
always plentiful and varied 
show of wildf lowers.

The tour will begin at the 
Forest Service office in En-
nis and proceed toward the 
Gravelly Range.  Participants 
generally drive their own 
high-clearance vehicles, but 

can catch a ride with others if 
they don’t want to take their 
own vehicle. 

Attendees are advised to 
dress for inclement weather 
and bring their lunch and wa-
ter.

For more information, con-
tact the Forest Service in En-
nis at (406) 682-4253, or check 
out the Beaverhead Deerlodge 
National Forest Facebook 
page.

Gravelly Range wildflower tour set for July 5

Mountainside wildflowers will be the highlight of the 
Beaverhead-Dee Lodge National Forest Gravelly Range tour.  
(USFS photo)
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Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

Constructors, Property 
Improvement & Debris Removal.

A Licensed and Insured Contractor, covering 
Southwest Montana.

406-949-6070
A Division of Jeff Welborn Auctions,LLC

• Brush & land clearing. •  Stump removal. 
• Driveway grading and site prep. • Trail & 

landscape prep. •  Industrial & small pasture 
mowing. • Rustic Jack Fencing by the foot. 

• Landscape structures. • Late model, track 
machines for minimum impact.

Vigilante trail ventures.

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

$14.99 monthly lease fee for equipment and Wi-Fi modem. Internet speeds 
and availability may vary based on location and are not guaranteed.

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

 GET DISH TV 
2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE

MBPS

$4999
/mo.From

2018 SEASON 
49 years of Bringing Live Theatre to Northeastern Montana 

SHOW TIMES 
Fridays and Saturdays 

7:30 pm 
Sundays 4:00 pm 

Call 406-526-9943 for more information 

The Ellie Greenwich Musical  
LEADER of the PACK 

July 6 — July 22 
 

DISNEY’S  THE LITTLE MERMAID 
July 27 — August 12 

 

ALMOST MAINE 
August 17 — Sept. 2 

June 15 - July 1 
Book by Joe Masteroff. Based on the play by John 
Van Druten & Stories by Christopher Isherwood. 
Music by John Kander. Lyrics by Fred Ebb. Co-
directed and Choreographed on Broadway by Rob 
Marshall. Directed on Broadway by Sam Mendes. 

THUR 7/12: PAUL OVERSTREET (SINGER & SONGWRITER)
SAT 7/14: AN EVENING WITH RORY FEEK - STORIES & SONGS
7/19: RICKY NELSON REMEMBERED STARRING MATTHEW & GUNNAR NELSON  

THUR 7/26: SHENANDOAH 30TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR
FRI 7/27: JOHNNY COUNTERFIT Comedian/Voice Impressionist/Recording Artist
DANCE SAT 7/28: COUNTRY TRADITION
THUR 8/2: JEANNIE SEELY W/ SPECIAL GUEST TIM ATWOOD [ACOUSTIC]
THUR 8/9: AN EVENING WITH CRAIG MORGAN [ACOUSTIC]
THUR 8/16: MOE BANDY
FRI 8/17: COUNTRY MUSIC LEGEND RONNIE MCDOWELL
DANCE SAT 8/18: CRAZY MTN EXPRESS
THUR 8/23: TONY SURACI AS THE HIGHWAYMAN 
     An incredible tribute to Johnny, Willie, Waylon & Kris
FRI 8/24: THE WICHITA LINEMAN A tribute to Glen Campbell starring Carl Acuff, Jr.
SAT 8/25: DION PRIDE Son of Charley - A tribute to his Dad - Singing his Dad’s songs
DANCE SAT 9/15: WWW.TWANG

Music Ranch Montana Near Yellowstone Park

9 miles south of Livingston on Highway 89           406-222-2255
Check musicranchmontana.net for ticket info

ALL SHOWS/DANCES AT 7:30 PM

Glasgow, Wolf Point,
Glendive, Sidney, Havre,
Bozeman, & Kalispell.

Glasgow, Wolf Point, 
Glendive, Sidney, Havre, 
Bozeman, & Kalispell.

Trinity
Technology 
Group seeks
professional &
career oriented
individuals for
Transportation
Security Officers in

Apply at www.trinitytechnologygroup.com

Excellent salary and competitive benefits. 
Duties include providing security and protection for air travelers. EOE

$1000
Sign On 
Bonus!

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  R O U N D U P
The Madison County District Court held 

three hearings on Monday, June 18. Robert 
Frank Baker, Jr., Steven Todd Christensen 
and Cole Donald Richards made their first 
appearances before the court in their re-
spective trials.

-  Robert Frank Baker, Jr., is charged with 
four felony counts and four misdemeanor 
counts associated with a series of March 
thefts. Baker is charged with three felony 
counts of burglary on at least two different 
days and in three different locations: one in 
Alder, one in Sheridan and one elsewhere 
along Highway 287. Those counts are asso-
ciated with entry into residences or storage 
facilities with intent to commit theft. The 
fourth felony charge is one of theft of items 

between $1,500 and $5,000 in value, in-
cluding chainsaws and power tools. Baker’s 
misdemeanor charges include two counts of 
theft of a lesser monetary value and two of 
criminal mischief for damage associate with 
forced entry into the buildings that were 
robbed.

- Steven Todd Christensen is charged 
with felony operation of a noncommercial 
vehicle with a blood alcohol content over the 
legal limit of 0.08. If convicted, this would 
be Christensen’s fourth or subsequent con-
viction of operating a vehicle while intox-
icated . A fourth or subsequent conviction 
carries with it mandatory admittance into a 
Department of Corrections treatment facil-
ity, as well as up to five years in jail and a 

fine of between $5,000 and $10,000.
- Cole Donald Richards was charged in 

May with felony indecent exposure to mi-
nors and misdemeanor disorderly conduct 
for events that occurred at the Lodge at 
Big Sky at the end of April. Richards was 
charged with swimming naked in one of the 
lodge’s pools in the presence of two children 
under age 16. He was also charged with dis-
orderly conduct for yelling profanities from 
the back of a police car once he had been 
arrested. Richards filed a plea deal pleading 
guilty to indecent exposure, a misdemean-
or, in exchange for the amendment of the 
charge from indecent exposure to minors, 
a felony.

Trinity Episcopal Church 
HOSTS THE MUIR STRING QUARTET

~ Help Us Celebrate Our 150th Anniversary ~

Saturday July 14, 2018 
at 5 P.M.

Followed By ARTISAN FOOD 
with Assorted Wine Pairings 

From: 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
93 Jeffers Road  Jeffers, MT

Opportunity to 
purchase an Ed Totten 
original oil painting~

At a charitable price

Tickets $75 per Person
Purchase via PayPal at: trinityepiscopalmt.org OR

Call Manny ~ (406) 788-3254 OR e-mail: mannyh@3rivers.net

Chamber music at its finest

On Saturday, June 30, 2018 at 2 p.m. at the Sheri-
dan City Park next to the library, there will be a 
gathering to celebrate the life of Donna Leise.

     There will be snacks and refreshments to enjoy 
while we all share our memories and stories of 
Donna.
     In case of inclement weather, the celebration will 
move to the home of Gary and Doris Hilliker 
at 204 Boundary St., Sheridan.

Celebrate the 
Life of Donna Leise

Get Results.
Call 682-7755
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MADISON County weather

Scattered thunderstorms, high 
71, low 41

Thursday

Fr iday

Scattered thunderstorms, high 77, low 
49, 

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

 

Thunderstorms High 65, low 45.

Partly cloudy. High 69, low 48.

“Health is the 
greatest gift, 

contentment the 
greatest wealth, 

faithfulness 
the best 

relationship.”
Buddha

4 PAWS RESCUE PET OF THE WEEK

Greetings, I was res-
cued after being aban-
doned.  I was sick and 
so skinny. Now I’m in 
good health and have 
gained a respectable 
amount of weight. I’m a 
loving sweet guy. Tested 
negative for FIV/FeLV, 
neutered, up to date on 
my vaccinations and 
ever so ready to be your 
buddy. I love to give and 
receive lots of loves and 
I’ll sing you a love song.  
Please call Misty at 439-
1405 and come get me.  
Hoping and praying, 
Daneal

SPONSORED BY:

Call for a free estimate!

HEATING • A/C • DUCT CLEANING

Serving Madison, Beaverhead and Gallatin Counties

Forced Air | Radiant Boiler Systems | Geothermal Heat Pumps

406.221.6677

Montana MechanicalGet 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Klasen Septic
Need your septic tank 

pumped NOW?
We’re available! 
Call for a quote.
We also rent portable toilets.

683-2063   OR   925-1076

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Daneal

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Sunny!  High 81, low 54.

Savage 
Construction

Tom Savage, owner
37 years experience

Call 
641-0059 or 682-7523

Log overhead 
entry gates

Madison Valley Roofing
Tom Savage, Owner

Roofing Year Round!

Fully insured
FREE Estimates 

Call 641-0059 or 682-7523

PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST

Madison Valley 
Rural Fire District

Thank You For Supporting This Important 
Fire Department Fund Raiser

When: July 4 6:00 am to 10:00 am
Where: Madison Valley Rural Fire Station

Cost: DONATION ONLY

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We’re Open for the 
SUMMER SEASON!

Dinner
Tuesday- Saturday 5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Saturday 8am to 1pm
Sunday 9am to 2pm

View Our Weekly Dinner Menu 
our website

Reservations Highly Recommended

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

DILLON — Visitors to the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National For-
est (BDNF) and the greater Yellowstone area have been advised for 
years that odorous items attract bears and must be properly stored out 
of reach of animals.  Attractant storage is generally a simple process 
while car camping but can become difficult on bicycle, motorcycle, 
backpacking or horse packing trips.

The BDNF has a bear-resistant container loaner program to help 
forest visitors comply with food storage regulations.  Forest visitors 
can check out bear-resistant horse panniers, backpacking “bear bar-
rels” and the popular yet cost-prohibitive bear-resistant coolers for 
their planned outings.

This popular loaner program has these containers at offices in: 
Dillon, Wisdom, Wise River, Philipsburg, and Butte.  Each office has 
a limited number of containers –and as this program grows, more 
containers will become available.  The goal is to eliminate bear habit-
uation (bears becoming too accustomed to living or feeding in human 
areas) while helping the public access containers they would use too 
infrequently to justify the cost.  Visitors are encouraged to check out 
a bear resistant container for their next outing and help prevent dan-
gerous, food-conditioned bears in our backyards!

For more information about being safe in bear country go online 
to https://go.usa.gov/xQBQS

Forest Service provides 
bear-resistant containers

HELENA - As boaters 
f lock to the amazing rivers 
and lakes across the state, they 
need to keep in mind the new 
rules aimed at limiting and 
preventing aquatic invasive 
species from spreading. 

All watercraft coming into 
Montana from out of state must 
be inspected prior to launch-

ing. Additionally, all water-
craft travelling west across the 
Continental Divide into the 
Columbia River Basin must 
be inspected. All watercraft 
launching anywhere within the 
Flathead Basin and a water-
craft that was last launched on 
waters outside of the Flathead 
Basin must be inspected.

To accommodate these new 
rules, inspection stations are 
set up across Montana, with 
the goal of protecting Mon-
tana’s borders and the Conti-
nental Divide.

Also, there are require-
ments that all watercraft leav-
ing Tiber and Canyon Ferry 
reservoirs be inspected and, 
if necessary decontaminated, 
unless they are part of the Cer-
tified Boater program.

These heightened efforts at 
protecting Montana’s waters 
are in response to the discov-
ery two years ago of aquatic 
invasive mussel larvae in water 
samples from Tiber Reservoir. 
A sample from Canyon Ferry 
Reservoir also was found to be 
suspect for the mussel larvae.

Just like in past years, 
watercraft owners must stop 
at any open inspection sta-
tion they encounter. Typical-
ly, these stops are very brief 
and include a short series of 
questions about where the wa-
tercraft has been and a quick 
inspection. Watercraft owners 
can make this process quick 
and easy if they consistently 
practice Clean, Drain and Dry:

• Clean all mud and debris 
from the watercraft and trailer.

• Pull drain plugs and make 
sure all compartments, bilges 
and ballasts are drained.

• Dry out your watercraft, 
including dry wells, storage 
areas and compartments.

• Following these simple 
instructions will not only pro-
tect Montana’s waters, but will 
also expedite inspections.

In response to the busy 
weekend, FWP inspection sta-

tion and enforcement staff will 
be working hard to make sure 
everyone knows the AIS rules 
in place and has a safe and fun 
time on the water.

Do I need to be inspected?
Confused about whether or 

not you need to get your wa-
tercraft inspected for aquatic 
invasive species? Don’t worry, 
the answer is simpler than you 
might think.

Are you bringing your boat 
into Montana from out of state?

Yes, you need to be inspect-
ed prior to launching.

Are you crossing the Conti-
nental Divide into the Colum-
bia River Basin?

Yes, you need to be inspect-
ed prior to launching.

Are you launching on wa-
ters within the Flathead Basin 
and your watercraft was last 
used on waters outside the 
Flathead Basin?

Yes, you need to be inspect-
ed prior to launching.

Are you encountering an 
open inspection station?

Yes, if you have any type of 
watercraft with you, you must 
stop and get inspected.

These rules are not just 
good ideas, they’re the law. 
The three steps of Clean, 
Drain, Dry greatly minimizes 
the risk of spreading aquatic 
invasive species. It also min-
imizes the time required for 
inspection at a station.

To find a watercraft inspec-
tion station and to learn more, 
go to CleanDrainDryMT.com 
or call the FWP Aquatic In-
vasive Species Bureau at 406-
444-2440.

Summer on the water: be safe, know the rules, Clean, Drain, Dry
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panorama

VIGILANTE DAY PASS  $99.00
Good for 2 consecutive days for families of  up to 5

Purchase at VC Depot or NC Museum ~ unlimited rides on the train ~ gold panning at the 
River of  Gold ~ entry to Nevada City Museum ~ discounts at participating businesses ~
Montana Heritage Commission  |  PO Box 338  | Virginia City, MT  59755

www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247
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MCALLISTER -- On 
Wednesday afternoon, June 
13, two generations of Owens-
es – Lynn and Devonna, Brett 
and Rita – were being honored 
for their conservation work and 
community engagement across 
more than a half-century of 
ranching and farming on North 
Meadow Creek land, just west of 
McAllister.

Honors
Three gathered to honor the 

Owenses for their long-term 
stewardship of the land that 
flows through the family’s veins 
– literally and figuratively – also 
their community engagement: 
Watershed Coordinator Sunni 
Heikes-Knapton and Water Pro-
grams Manager Ethan Kunard, 
representing the Madison Con-
servation District; also Eliza 
Wiley, a freelance photographer, 
who was shooting photos to doc-
ument the day for a public out-
reach effort by the Montana Wa-
tershed Coordination Council.

Knapton said the Madison 
Conservation District was se-
lected as one of Montana’s lead-
ing local conservation efforts, 
and three local programs would 
be featured in a an outreach se-
ries called “Watershed Stories,” 
an effort to share the value of 
conservation work – specifically 
stewardship, community engage-
ment and youth education – with 
a larger public, to show how this 
work benefits both the land and 
the communities connected to it.

Knapton called this a “unique 
philosophy” because the conser-
vation work is “locally driven, 
voluntary and collaborative.”

The two other programs that 
would be shared in Watershed 
Stories include:

•Gardens, Resources, Out-
doors, Wildlife and Watershed 
(GROWW) program, a local 
partnership effort to engage stu-
dents, teachers and the commu-
nity in gardening, nutrition, ag-
riculture and watershed projects. 
This effort includes the volun-
teer-built Ennis School Garden, 
on the school’s playground, an 
“ideal outdoor classroom space 
for experiential learning of sci-
ence, Native American studies, 
nutrition and service learning.

•The Madison Stream Team, 
a local partnership program that 
focuses on education and citizen 
science. Those involved in this 
effort gather important informa-
tion on the health of local water-
ways

“We are really excited to see 

our community work included in 
this feature,” said Knapton. “It’s 
quite humbling to be honored in 
this way and a reminder of how 
lucky we are to have such great 
local support.” 

The Owens story
Lynn Owens, patriarch of the 

Owens Ranch clan, told the story 
of what his family had done to 
both make a living from the land 
and steward it.

“I moved here in 1966, after 
my father had a heart attack,” 
Owens said. “We started with 
two horses and a 25 horsepower 
tractor to do the haying, etc. on 
1,500 acres.”

“I gave up an 8 to 5 job (elec-
trical engineer) for a 5 to 8 job,” 
he joked, a twinkle in his merry 
eye.

He said he’d gone to college 
and got work after initially leav-
ing the ranch, but his father’s 
heart attack summoned his re-
turn. Lynn’s wife, Devonna, said 
later that Lynn was making good 
money as an electrical engineer, 
but that they were really saving 
the money to put towards a ranch 
of their own some day.

Lynn said the ranch was in a 
shambles due his father’s heart 
attack. The work wasn’t getting 
done and there were improve-
ments he saw he could make, to 
both garner more income and 
make the ranch more sustainable.

“Now I had a family to raise, 
so I needed more money,” he 
said.  So he implemented an ir-
rigation system and rotational 
grazing.

“We had the best water rights 
around,” Lynn said, “going back 
to 1868. But we couldn’t get 
enough to keep up with dry sum-
mers.”

He talked about having to 
shovel out ditches and using a 
horse to clear irrigation channels 
to hay fields. He also experiment-
ed with various kinds of grasses, 
planting six different varieties to 
find out what worked best, crest-
ed wheatgrass or rye.

Fertilizer was another effort. 
The one-ton-to-200 acres his 
father had used, wasn’t accom-
plishing the mission, so he upped 
the amount. Back then, he said, 
fertilizer was going for $69 a ton 
– today it’s up to $700 per ton.

Next, he installed a wheel line 
irrigation system on 200 acres of 
recently planted crested wheat-
grass, alfalfa and brome. When 
the electric shut off, the system 
was in trouble, he said.

Irrigating allowed him to sell 
hay, and with three kids to put 
through college, he needed more 
income. So he bought another 
property and added more irriga-
tion, 2.5 miles of line that needed 
to be moved twice daily. 

Brett recalled spending a lot 
of energy and time moving these 
lines, with his brother, Blaine.

Some sheep, 250 head, fol-
lowed, adding diversity to what 
the Owenses could take to mar-
ket.

Wally Jones, head of the Con-
servation District in the early 
1970s, suggested adding some 
shelterbelts to the ranch, and 
these were also installed, cre-
ating windbreaks for cattle and 
holding wildlife benefits.

Lynn said he was the first in 
the valley to try planting some 
sainfoin, a drought-resistant si-
lage or hay crop that can also be 
grazed, needs no nitrogen fertil-
izer, and doesn’t cause bloat.

Both Lynn and Devonna re-
called how interconnected farm-
ers and ranchers used to be at 
that time. Both talked about vis-
iting and working with neighbor-
ing ranches and farms, observing 
what these ranchers or farmers 
were doing, then bringing suc-
cessful practices back to their 
ranch.

More water systems, an au-
tomatic watering system for 
livestock, a submersible pump 
for the feedlot they’d created, 
followed, along with better hay-
ing equipment. Devonna remem-
bered running the old baler and 
being quite good with it.

When Brett returned to the 
ranch with wife Rita, she grew 
up on a ranch in the Fort Belk-
nap reservation, following their 
military careers, he also brought 
some improvements, including a 
round baler.

Pivot irrigation soon fol-
lowed. 

Lynn said it cost $100,000 to 
install, but his sale of some grav-
el earned $50,000 which covered 
half the cost, then the remainder 
of this improvement was paid off 
in additional crops and savings 
from a reduction in electric rates 
running the older systems.

He also talked about install-
ing a cattle-weighing scales that 
still weighs a lot of beef, and 
summer calving, as opposed to 
early spring calving. This saved 
calves and extra work because 
more forage was available.

Healthier Owens land also 
meant healthier livestock, de-
spite cattle from outside the area 
bringing in new diseases that 
required more vaccinations for 
a broader spectrum of problems.

Always, the Owenses kept 
their eyes open for new ways 
to do things, to make the land 
healthier and better. Lynn talked 

about regulations being “pushed 
by environmentalists.”

“We are environmentalists, 
just not radical,” he said. He 
credited the Madison Valley 
Ranchlands Group with giving 
ranchers a voice and the oppor-
tunity to know what they were 
facing as new environmental 
regulations came to the forefront.

More recently, Lynn said that 
subdivisions around him caused 
him to want to move his home to 
a hilltop off the beaten path and 
he and Devonna are happily dust 
free today.

Both have always been heav-
ily involved in the community. 
Lynn served as a board member 
on the Conservation District, as 
a school board member, with the 
gopher program, and in other 
capacities. Devonna was a long-
term 4-H leader, a cattlewomen’s 
club member, started a hospice 
program, an election judge, and 
worked at the hospital as a nurse 
part-time.

Their efforts will continue 
on through Brett and Rita and 
daughter Linda. Brett and Rita 
raise sheep and work the ranch 
today.

Brett has added new things to 

make the ranch more successful 
as well, such as leasing –rather 
than buying – farm machinery, 
and plans on putting in addition-
al conservation efforts, such as 
relocating and storing a shelter 
belt that had to be removed to 
make way for irrigation equip-
ment.

Rita talked about the wealth 
of “institutional knowledge” that 
the family has acquired being 
on the land for so long, and how, 
today, visitors to the communi-
ty will often stop to ogle their 
lambs and sheep, creating what 
she jokingly called the Owens 
Petting Zoo.

“We learned how to pro-
duce more with less,” Lynn said. 
“We’ve been successful and 
we’ve had a good living, and I 
wouldn’t change a thing.”

Knapton voiced strong sup-
port for their effective approach-
es on their ranch and also as con-
servation leaders.

“People like the Owens fam-
ily are the reason our natural re-
sources and our community are 
healthy,” she said. “They imple-
ment stewardship of this land-
scape and inspire others to do the 
same.”

Owens family honored in ‘Watershed Stories’
Two

generations
have half a 

century
on ranch

John D. TAylor
editor@madisoniannews.com

The Owens family: (left to right) Rita, Brett, Devonna and Lynn (J.Taylor photos)

Lynn Owens told the story of what his family has done to their 
McAllister ranch over the course of the last 50 years. “I traded 
an 8 to 5 job for a 5 to 8 job,” he said, smiling.

HELENA – Politics, em-
inent domain, weeds, grass-
hoppers, economic depression, 
and drought were no match for 
these Montana women.

In her debut memoir, Mon-
tana Women, From the Ground 
Up: Passionate Voices in Ag-
riculture and Land Conserva-
tion, writer Kristin Ellis creates 
portraits of pioneering women 
who share their experiences of 
successes, growth and failures 

in farming and ranching Mon-
tana’s vast landscape.

With their forward thinking, 
nurturing abilities and “gump-
tion” to “make hay out of this-
tles,” these women persevered 
and thrived in Montana agri-
culture, while creating a better 
landscape for the next genera-
tion.

Growing up on the fami-
ly ranch, Linda fought hard to 
gain respect as a ranch hand, 

while Arlene learned to ride a 
horse and drive machinery at a 
very young age. Ellis recogniz-
es the contributions these wom-
en have made to shape Mon-
tana’s agriculture industry and 
the conservation movement.

A woman’s role on a farm is 
ever-changing, from cow nurse 
and parts manager to crew chef 
and bookkeeper.

Ellis weaves anecdotes with 
discussions of differing views 

of agriculture, the meaning 
and practice of conservation, 
as well as advice for moving 
forward in today’s agricultural 
world.

Montana Women, From the 
Ground Up, a 144-page book 
with narrative and beautiful 
black and white photography, 
can be purchased locally at 
conservation district offices, 
on Amazon.com and at book 
stores across state.

Book recognizes women’s contributions to Montana agriculture

f rom  t h e  g ro u n d  u p
MONTANA WOMEN

G
rowing up on the family ranch, Linda 
Finley fought hard to gain the acceptance 
and respect as a ranch hand that her 

brothers took for granted. For as long as she 
can remember, Arlene Pile had an ability to 
ride horseback and run machinery, including 
an 8N Ford tractor equipped with a buck rake. 
Lee Jacobsen was the first woman licensed 
inseminator in the state, teaching the skill 
for a decade. Meet these and other Montana 
women passionate about caring for their land 
and determined to make the lifestyle their 
own. Many never doubted for a moment that they would spend their 
lives in agriculture, while others speak of  their surprise and delight to find 
themselves living on the land. All agree that they wouldn’t be happy doing 
anything else.

“We are simply the keepers 
of the land for noW.” 

–Linda Finley, Joliet, Montana

$21.99
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health & Wellness

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A 
team of researchers says it has 
linked sensitivity to an aller-
gen in red meat to the buildup 
of plaque in the arteries of the 
heart. While high saturated fat 
levels in red meat have long 
been known to contribute to 
heart disease for people in gen-
eral, the new finding suggests 
that a subgroup of the popula-
tion may be at heightened risk 
for a different reason – a food 
allergen. The study, which 
is supported by the National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood Insti-

tute, part of the National Institutes 
of Health, appears in Arterioscle-
rosis, Thrombosis, and Vascular 
Biology (ATVB), a peer-reviewed 
journal of the American Heart 
Association.

“This novel finding from a 
small group of subjects from Vir-
ginia raises the intriguing possi-
bility that allergy to red meat may 
be an underrecognized factor in 
heart disease,” said study leader 
Coleen McNamara, M.D., a pro-
fessor of medicine in the Car-
diovascular Research Center of 
the University of Virginia Health 
System, Charlottesville. “These 
preliminary findings underscore 
the need for further clinical stud-
ies in larger populations from 
diverse geographic regions and 
additional laboratory work.”

The number of people with 
red meat allergies in the United 
States is unclear, but researchers 
estimate that it may be 1 percent 
of the population in some areas. 
The number of people who de-
velop blood antibodies to the red 
meat allergen without having 
full-blown symptoms is much 
higher — as much as 20 percent 
of the population in some areas, 
the researchers say.

Only in recent years did 
scientists identify the main al-
lergen in red meat, called ga-
lactose-α-1,3-galactose, or al-
pha-Gal, a type of complex sugar. 
They also found that a tick — the 
Lone Star tick — sensitizes peo-
ple to this allergen when it bites 

them. That is why red meat al-
lergies tend to be more common 
where these ticks are more prev-
alent, such as the Southeastern 
United States, but also extending 
to other areas, including Long Is-
land, New York.

Researchers have suspected 
for some time that allergens can 
trigger certain immunological 
changes that might be associated 
with plaque buildup and artery 
blockages, but no one had iden-
tified a specific substance that is 
responsible for this effect. In the 
current study, researchers showed 
for the first time that a specific 
blood marker for red meat aller-
gy was associated with higher 
levels of arterial plaque, or fatty 
deposits on the inner lining of the 
arteries. The blood marker they 
identified is a type of antibody 
(immunoglobulin or IgE) that is 
specific to the alpha-Gal allergen.

To identify this blood marker, 
the researchers analyzed blood 
samples from 118 adults and de-
tected antibodies to alpha-Gal, 
indicating sensitivity to red meat, 
in 26 percent of them. Using an 
imaging procedure, the research-
ers found that the quantity of 
plaque was 30 percent higher in 
the alpha-Gal sensitized patients 
than in the non-sensitized pa-
tients. These plaques, a hallmark 
of atherosclerosis (hardening of 
the arteries), also tended to be 
more structurally unstable, which 
means that they have an increased 
likelihood of causing heart attack 

and stroke.
The evidence for a link be-

tween red meat allergens and cor-
onary artery disease is still pre-
liminary, the researchers noted, 
so they plan to conduct detailed 
animal and human studies to con-
firm their initial findings. Cur-
rently, the only treatment for red 
meat allergy once it is diagnosed 
is strict avoidance of red meat.

“While more studies are need-
ed, the current work provides a 
potential new approach or target 
for preventing or treating heart 
disease in a subgroup of people 
who are sensitized to red meat,” 
said Ahmed Hasan, M.D., Ph.D., 
a medical officer and program di-
rector in NHLBI’s Atherothrom-
bosis & Coronary Artery Disease 
Branch.

For now, consumers are en-
couraged to follow current rec-
ommendations for a heart-healthy 
lifestyle. This includes adapting a 
healthy diet, such as eating plen-
ty of vegetables, fruits, whole 
grains, and other heart-healthy 
foods. Lean red meats can be part 
of a heart healthy diet for those 
who are not allergic. Other heart-
healthy lifestyle changes also in-
clude aiming for a healthy weight, 
managing stress, getting more ex-
ercise, and quitting smoking.

In addition to funding from 
NHLBI, this study was also 
funded by the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases (NIAID). NIH funding 
support includes the following 
grants: (KO8-AI085190, K23-
HL093118, RO1-AI 20565, PO1-
HL55798, RO1-HL136098-01, 
RO1-HL107490)

Part of the National Institutes 
of Health, the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute (NHL-
BI) plans, conducts, and supports 
research related to the causes, 
prevention, diagnosis, and treat-
ment of heart, blood vessel, lung, 
and blood diseases; and sleep dis-
orders. The Institute also admin-
isters national health education 
campaigns on women and heart 
disease, healthy weight for chil-
dren, and other topics. NHLBI 
press releases and other materi-
als are available online at https://
www.nhlbi.nih.gov.

Link between red meat allergen, heart disease?

ENNIS – There are current-
ly 3,952 children in the foster care 
system, with the number of kids in 
care steadily increasing each year, 
according to Youth Dynamics (YD).

YD is a Montana-based 
non-profit child placing agency and 
mental health center with locations 
throughout the state. The group has 
been serving at-risk children and 
families since 1981, employs ap-
proximately 500 Montanans, and 
serves more than 2,000 kids each 
year. 

Unfortunately, the number of 
available foster homes has not kept 
up with the need. Each week the 
organization receives referrals for 
as many as 20 children in need of 
placement, but sadly is unable to 
find homes for many of these kids.

Many children in foster care will 
end up in group homes, shelter care, 
or being placed out of the area in or-
der to find placement. 

YD says 33 percent of children 
in foster care will change elementa-

ry schools five or more times, caus-
ing them to fall behind academically 
and lose friends that they had made 
in the process.  Additionally, due to 
trauma, frequent moves, and a his-
tory of abuse and neglect, children 
in the foster care system are being 
diagnosed with PTSD in record 
numbers, surpassing that of US war 
veterans.

Public awareness is an import-
ant factor in creating homes for chil-
dren in need. Community education 
has the potential to change these 
children’s lives forever.

YD wraps supportive services 
around foster care placements in 
order to help children recover from 
past trauma, and provides foster 
care to Montana kids.

YD’s goals is to build strong 
families and make a difference in 
Montana, one child at a time.

For more information on YD 
visit www.youthdynamics.org, on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ydimt/, or call 877-458-7022.

Empowering youth and families

(StatePoint) Warm, sunny 
weather doesn’t mean the risk 
for catching a cold disappears. 
Unfortunately, colds can hap-
pen at any time of year and can 
really ruin much anticipated 
summer plans.

To stay healthy and help beat 
the common cold this summer 
season, consider these tips from 
Dr. Nesochi Okeke-Igbokwe, a 
New York City-based physician 
and health and wellness expert:

• Maintain good sleep hy-
giene. Are these long summer 
evenings tempting you to burn 
the candle at both ends? Don’t 
give in! Maintaining good sleep 
habits can ultimately help keep 
your immune system in check. 
Adults should sleep at least sev-
en to nine hours every night to 
achieve improved health out-

comes. If you uphold a good 
sleep routine, it will enable 
you to sleep well throughout 
the night and obtain the rec-
ommended amount needed for 
stronger immunity. Remember 
that sleep deprivation weakens 
your immune system and in-
creases the likelihood of pick-
ing up infections.

• Keep moving. It’s essential 
to integrate some form of exer-
cise into your daily life. Beyond 
benefits like improved car-
diovascular health and weight 
maintenance, those adhering to 
regular exercise regimens tend 
to be healthier overall and may 
potentially experience fewer 
colds yearly. Indeed, routine 
physical activity helps to boost 
your immune system. Luckily, 
the summer is the perfect time 

to keep moving, but remember 
to stay hydrated in the heat.

• Eat right. Back-to-back 
BBQ parties? What you eat re-
ally matters. Avoid the tempting 
junk food and highly processed 
food that can negatively impact 
your health. Also, never under-
estimate the benefits of sticking 
to a well-balanced nutrient- and 
antioxidant-rich diet in general. 
Your diet should include vita-
min-rich cruciferous vegeta-
bles, fresh fruit, fish containing 
omega 3 fatty acids and other 
superfoods that can boost your 
immune system and help you 
recover faster in times of ill-
ness.

• Fight the cold. If you do 
experience a summer cold, seek 
out an over-the-counter solu-
tion that helps you fight through 

your symptoms, such as Mu-
cinex DM, which offers the con-
venience of not having to retake 
medication every four hours. It 
is a bilayer tablet that has one 
layer that releases quickly and 
another layer that provides ex-
tended release that lasts for 12 
hours. Stock up on it year-round 
to be prepared for the next time 
cough and chest congestion 
symptoms hit.

Find out more health tips 
on how to combat the common 
cold at Mucinex.com.

Don’t take summer colds 
lightly! A few smart strategies 
can help boost your wellness 
and allow you to enjoy a health-
ier season on the go.

4 tips to battle summer colds
 (c) WavebreakMediaMicro/stock.Adobe.com
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A Saddle Too Far
I’ve always had to stretch 

my legs when climbing to the 
saddle.  And now my age is 
telling me, “Each time you’ll 
have a battle.”

You see I stand at five feet 
three, a product of my source.  
So, tell me why I always seem 
to ride a danged tall horse.

I’ve watched my father ride 
a horse.  His choice was tall as 
well.  He always mounted from 
the ground, as far as I could 
tell.  

And even though his age 
has kept him down, but most-

ly sound, he says, “I’ll ride a 
tall horse till I’m six feet in the 
ground.”

I’ve used a stump so many 
times, for sure a rock or two.  
And now I wonder should I 
place extensions on each shoe?

I might as well sport high 
heels.  I’d be the laughing 
stock.  I guess I’m not clear 
thinking ‘cuz those cowboys 
sure would talk.  

Last week I hung a strap 
down low with a stirrup at 
the end.   So I’d have an extra 
foothold to climb up and then 

descend.  
But the strap and extra stir-

rup snagged a sagebrush, ‘bout 
midday.  I had tied it to the 
back cinch, tore the strap and 
cinch away.  

My wife said, “Try some 
yoga.  You can learn to stretch 
a limb.”  But hanging out with 
Rodney Gee, the chance is 
mighty slim.  

I’ve heard that camels kneel 
to help their riders to the seat.  
If Pal would learn to bend a 
knee, that’d sure enough be 
sweet. 

But Pal ain’t gonna kneel 
on down to help someone get 
saddled.  There ain’t no clear 
solutions and I’ve never been 
this rattled!

So once again I find myself 
back at the drawing board.  I’d 
welcome your ideas that I hav-
en’t yet explored.

And if you see me leading 
Pal, well off the beaten track.  
I’m not walking for the exer-
cise, just can’t climb on his 
back.

COMMODITY INSITE:      My top three trading rules        by Jerry Welch

The June USDA grain report released earlier 
in the week was bullish and following the release 
of the data producers across the nation  heaved 
a sigh of relief. It was feared by many that the 
report would be bearish and send grain prices 
lower. In the month leading up to the report, soy-
bean prices slipped more than $1 a bushel, corn 
dropped $.45 and wheat values were off $.52. 
The June report was positive for grains plain and 
simple.

The report showed a greater than expected 
decline in ending stocks of wheat, corn and soy-
beans, something not seen in some time. Histori-
cally, for any commodity and in particular grains 
to embark on a significant and sustainable rally, 
supplies or stocks have to be in a downtrend. It is 
a downtrend with stocks that eventually leads to 
an uptrend with prices.

However, grains still face stiff headwinds 
moving forward regardless of the June report. 
The main headwind is the trade war with China. 
Another is an old saying from long ago. “A corn 
crop is made or broken in July and a soybean 
crop in August.” In other words, Mother Nature 
with her whims and ways can turn the grains into 
a rip roaring bull market if the weather is not per-
fect this growing season. Or, She can bless the 
U.S grain belt with ideal  weather which in the 

process will cause ending supplies to swell and 
prices soften. Or, remain f lat.

And the final headwind  the grain complex 
will face is the USDA report at the end of the 
month that will peg final acres for all major crops. 
There is a growing conviction that soybean acres 
will be larger than expectations and corn acres 
less than expectations. If so, corn prices may fare 
better into the Fall harvest than soybeans. 

The scenario of grain prices dropping sharply 
into the early June USDA report but still facing 
headwinds reminds me of a chapter from “Haunt-
ed By Markets” entitled, “The Sage of Cooper-
stown.” from June 24, 2011. Here are the first 
several paragraphs from that chapter.

“Earlier in the week, I received a letter heaped 
with criticism as well as praise regarding my 
weekly newspaper column. Happily, the praise 
far outweighed the disapproval and consequent-
ly, the letter made my day so to speak. Unfortu-
nately, it was sent anonymously so I could not re-
spond and thank the sender. Then I remembered 
what Yogi Berra, the Sage of Cooperstown and 
perhaps the most quoted personality of our time 
once said. Never answer an anonymous letter. I 
willingly took his advice.

“After following Yogis’ recommendation, 
I got to thinking that just maybe I should heed 

his words of wisdom more often. After all, each 
week I try to make sense about what is taking 
place with the Big Four: stocks, bonds, curren-
cies and commodities. Keeping a close eye on the 
markets and offering forecasts that are more right 
than wrong is not an easy task. I focus closely on 
details hoping to get the job done right. I take 
pride following Yogis advice knowing he once 
said, “you can observe a lot by watching.”

“Two big events, well worth watching loom 
large. One is the June 30 stocks and acreage 
report and the other is the pesky high pressure 
ridge that has been lingering in the Midwest for 
the past few weeks. Either event has the potential 
to be an enormous market mover in its own right.

“The upcoming stocks and acreage report 
should show a historic draw-down in ending 
supplies of corn and possibly far less corn acres 
seeded due to excessive f looding across the U.S. 
A drop in corn supplies coupled with less than 
expected acres could be a potent, one-two punch 
in the gut of American agricultural producers. If 
the report is as bullish as I expect, the ag-land-
scape in the future will look far different than in 
past years. Or, as Yogi once observed, The future  
‘ain’t what it used to be.”

Yogi was right that the future, “ain’t what is 
used to be.” But the past tends to repeat itself and 

actually be, what it used to be. “Haunted By Mar-
kets” is the only book of which I know where the 
history or the past of the Big Four; stocks, bonds, 
currencies and commodities can be considered a 
bonafide textbook. It touches on the years 1990 
to 2015, is 758 pages long and will keep you busy 
for several days, learing about history.  

In the chapter, The Sage of Cooperstown from 
“Haunted By Markets” there are a number of 
other, Yogisms to read and chuckle about. A lot 
more. However, Yogi once said,  “I really didn’t 
say everything I said.”  So take the Yogisms with 
a grain of salt. 

With an important acreage report due soon 
and the trade war heating up with China, I sug-
gest my three tops trading rules to keep in mind. 
One, “no one knows for sure when it comes to 
investing or trading. “ Which means rule two, 
“always use a stop”  makes sense.  Rule three, 
“know your history” speaks for itself because the 
past tends to repeat itself. And the best place to 
read and learn about the history of the Big Four 
in my opinion can be found at www.commodity-
insite.com.  There is no other book like it. Check 
it out!

By Bob Brown 
In a minor upset, Montana 

Democrats have chosen Kathleen 
Williams to unseat Republican 
Congressman Greg Gianforte.  
Maybe in the “year of the wom-
an,” Williams will have greater 
success than recent Democratic 
nominees for the same office, 
Nancy Keenan and Denise Ju-
neau.

Williams’ triumph in the pri-
mary election mirrors the victory, 
over a century ago, of Republican 
Jeannette Rankin, so far Mon-
tana’s first, last and only woman 
member of Congress.  In Rankin’s 
case, she faced seven men in the 
1916 Republican primary.  Ac-
cording to news reports of the 
time, one of Rankin’s vanquished 
opponents, Eldon J. Crull, a leg-
islator from Red Lodge, commit-
ted suicide by drinking “muriatic 
acid while sitting on the steps of 
an undertaking establishment” 
because “he could not bear the 
jibe, ‘beaten by a woman’.”                                

Montana then had two Con-
gressional Representatives, which 
in 1916 were elected on an at-
large basis in the general election.  
Again, Jeannette Rankin was the 
only woman in a free-for-all field 
of four candidates.  Placing in the 
top two, she won a place in his-
tory as the first woman elected to 
Congress.

Rankin was not reelected in 
1918, but went on to win elec-
tion to Congress again in 1940, 
beating incumbent Congressman 
Jacob Thorkelson and two other 
men in the Republican primary.  
Rankin campaigned as the peace 
candidate in the 1940 primary 
and general elections.  Her hope 
was that 1940 would be a year 
in which women, with natural 
antiwar sentiments, would turn 
out in large numbers to elect her.  
She won, and while there are no 
data to prove it, Rankin was like-
ly right, at least in her case, that 
1940 was a good year for women.

How is Kathleen Williams 

comparable to Jeannette Rankin?  
Well, in addition to other qual-
ifications, both prevailed in 
multi-candidate elections in 
which they were the only active 
women candidates.   Rankin was 

always a “progressive,” and in 
addition to her pacifism, was a 
consistent advocate for worker’s 
rights, and public welfare, espe-
cially for women and children.

By her legislative record, 

and public statements, Democrat 
Williams is also progressive, and 
certainly in these more conser-
vative times, her general election 
opponent will attack her for that.  
While Rankin was virulently cas-
tigated for her lone vote against 
World War II following the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Harbor, she 
was never particularly targeted 
for her progressivism on social 
and economic issues.

Rankin was always strong-
ly backed by her wealthy and 
well-connected brother, lawyer 
and rancher Wellington Rankin. 
Facing better-financed oppo-
nents was never a problem for 
her.  While Kathleen Williams 
prevailed over slightly better fi-
nanced opponents in the recent 
Democratic primary, her general 
election opponent, Congressman 
Greg Gianforte, is reputed to be 
the richest member of the House 
of Representatives.  With a net 
worth of hundreds of millions of 
dollars, in addition to connections 

to money all over the country, 
Gianforte will have a clear ad-
vantage in campaign cash.  Both 
candidates are from politically 
strategic Gallatin County.

If he sticks to his job, Gian-
forte will have the disadvantage 
of being tied up in Congress for 
the next few months, while Wil-
liams is home personally cam-
paigning for his job.  Rankin was 
a legendarily good campaigner: 
very smart, energetic, an effec-
tive public speaker, and gifted at 
meeting and engaging people.  

I think Williams has the 
Rankin-like characteristics to 
win on the ground, and maybe 
Gianforte’s presumed advantage 
in buying the airwaves will be 
matched by a real rising of wom-
en.  Arching over it all is the un-
predictable factor of Trump.  This 
race could tip either way.

Bob Brown is a former MT 
Secretary of State and State Sen-
ate President.

Is Kathleen Williams another Jeannette Rankin?

Jeannette Rankin speaking from the balcony of the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association building, Washington, 
D.C., circa 1917. (Montana Historical Society)

“Live in such a way that you 
would not be ashamed to sell 
your parrot to the town gossip.”

Will Rogers

In the Bible, we are called 
to be truthful.  I have always 
found it interesting that the com-
mandment addressing honesty is 
couched in the negative: “Thou 
shalt not bear false witness”.

Why not put a positive spin 
on it?  Why not say, “Thou shalt 
bear true witness”?

Perhaps it is this focus on 
negatives – the THOU SHALT 
NOTs – that causes some people 
to see religion in a negative light 
– seeing religion as a culture of 
NOTs.

Thou shalt NOT bear false 
witness; thou shalt NOT have 
any other gods before me; thou 
shalt NOT covet thy neighbor’s 
wife, livestock, or other precious 
commodities; etc.

It is the NOTs, I suspect, that 
gets us all knotted up, and yet it 

seems to me that there is a value 
in the negatives. Is it the “nots” 
that make us “naughty?”

Many of us go through life 
thinking of ourselves as hon-
est men and women.  When the 
clerk at the store gives us back 
too much change, most of us will 
point it out and correct them.  
There are those who don’t, of 
course. Some will rationalize 
their dishonesty and their mis-
behavior – blaming the stores for 
short-changing them in the past, 
or making too high a profit, or 
more than able to “eat” the mis-
take. But a lie is a lie, and theft 
is theft, and a mistake should be 
corrected whenever possible.

For the most part, most of 
us are honest and will do the 
right thing if we notice an error, 
whether the mistake is in our fa-
vor or not.  We “do unto others 
as we would have others do unto 
us.”  That’s the Golden Rule; it 
is known and expressed in any 

number of world religions and 
philosophies; and it is a rule that 
makes our world a better place to 
live when practiced.

Ironically, it is our basic hon-
esty that often blinds us to the 
complete truth about ourselves.  
We are basically good (and I re-
ally do believe that), but in our 
very goodness arises a certain 
complacency about our true con-
dition. We are good, but not per-
fect. Our motives may be good, 
but our results are sometimes 
flawed.

A while back I was driving 
out along Ennis Lake and saw a 
woman walking her bicycle on 
the gravel road. I slowed down 
and asked if she needed help 
(thinking she might have a flat 
tire or some other issue). She as-
sured me she was fine, so I con-
tinued on my way.

Now, I would love to say I 
offered help out of the complete 
goodness of my heart, but the 

fact is the parable of the Good 
Samaritan was the listed reading 
for the upcoming Sunday, and I 
did NOT want to be identified as 
the “priest who passed by on the 
other side.” I genuinely wanted 
to help (if needed), but I was also 
protecting my fragile ego!

Isaiah tells us that all our 
righteousness is as filthy rags 
when compared to God.  Is it 
possible that we are content to 
think of ourselves as good, rest 
on our laurels, and not dig deeper 
out of fear of what we will find?

Is it possible that the com-
mandments are put in the nega-
tive form precisely because our 
temptation is to bear false wit-
ness?  Not just about what we 
have seen or heard, but in what 
we have done or thought in the 
secrecy of our own heart?

Jesus said, “You shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall set 
you free.”

It is often out of fear and 

shame that we hide the truth 
from our friends, our neigh-
bors, and ourselves, but there is 
no hiding the truth from God.  
Further, I have learned over the 
years that being honest with our 
friends (at least with those who 
are trustworthy) – removing the 
masks of hypocrisy we wear – al-
lows us the freedom to be more 
honest, and greater opportunity 
to be the kind of people that put a 
smile on God’s face.

To be human is to be flawed. 
True. But we are loved by God, 
just the same – and called to love 
one another, quirks and all.

That’s the truth – at least as I 
see it here in this, God’s valley.

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com.

Naught, Knot, and NotThis, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classified ad.
Placement in 

The Madisonian 
also gets you 

placement 
online.

Call or email :

Tina
Blair

512-762-6691

tina@
madisoniannews.

com

for rates and 
options.

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Ralph Hamler
licensed sanitarian

Septic Application & Design

 406-842-5788  Cell: 406-596-0437
ralphhamler@gmail.com

Sheridan, MT
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

FOR  SALE STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 682-5653
47-tfc-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Spring is the ideal removing 
and pruning time!

FOR SALE
ANTIQUE WALNUT BED - 

OVER 100 YEARS OLD
3 COUCHES, LEATHER

COMPRESSOR
BEST OFFER - CALL 682.3135

20-3-f

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
581-9254
18-tfc-b

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Beautiful corner oak desk 75.00

2 long handle aluminum fishing 
nets 10.00 for both

8 ft standard truck bed fiberglass 
camper shell 50.00

Aspen Pine Cottonwood fire 
wood 35.00/cord 

4 Hancock snow tires 185-70-14 
excellent condition 200.00 obo

3 165R75 all season half tread 
30.00 for all 3 

Call 970-581-0463
25-tfc-f

14’ x 48’ storage unit. 12’ x 14’ 
doors. $165 per month. Call Bob 

925-1362
47-tfc-b

Job Opportunity at Madison 
Laundry and Cleaners!

We are in need of a  route 
delivery person. Days! No 

nights or weekends! Stop in for 
application or call John at 682-

4933 or 600-0575
27-tfc-b

Shop for rent in Sheridan. 
Highway 287 frontage. New 

building 32 x 44, roll up door, 
restroom. References required. 

750.00 per month. Call 842.5936
28-TFC-B

GOPHER EXCAVATING 
Mini excavator

Low impact/cross lawns
Also 4x4 tractor/blade/bucket 

Dig for tree planting 
Dig deck supports

Trench water/sewer/lines
No job too small !

Low Cost ! 
Senior Discount !

406-842-7737 or 916-600-3018
29-tfc-b

For Sale
2008 Jeep Wrangler. 6 spd 

manual. Pro lift kit. 33 inch tires. 
Runs excellent. 406-842-7737

29-tfc-b

2007 Harley Davidson 883 
Sportster 

Orange/black
Only 780 miles 

$5500 OBO
406-842-7737

29-tfc-b

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

R.L. Winston Rod Co. in 
Twin Bridges has 2 openings 
for production personnel for 

immediate fulfillment. These are 
both full time positions, Monday 
thru Friday in our Coating and 
Repair departments. We offer 
competitive compensation and 

a great work environment. 
Interested parties can contact Joe 
Begin at 406-684-5674 or pick up 

an application at the plant.
31-5-b

MADISON COUNTY EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time; 
• Dietary/Aide/Cook-Full-time/Part-time;
• Housekeeping/Laundry-Full-time; 
• Resident Aide-Full-time/Part-time-CNA Class/Independent 
      Study Program “paid position” while in class; 
• RN-Full-time or Part-time; 

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Housekeeping/Laundry-Full-time;
• Resident Aide-Full-time/Part-time-CNA Class/Independent Study
      Program “paid position” while in class;
• RN-Full-time or Part-time;
• Social Services Director/Designee-Part-time;

Madison County
• Building Maintenance Worker-Virginia City-Full-time;
• Clerk Sheriff’s Office-Part-time;
• Communications Officer Sheriff’s Office-Part-time;
• Ennis Road Crew-Road and Bridge Technician-Full-time Temporary-12 month Position;
• Twin Bridges/Harrison Road Crew-Road and Bridge Technician-Full-time Temporary-12 

month Position.

Please visit Madison 
County’s online 

employment page 
at www.madison-
countymt.gov for 

additional informa-
tion or contact the 
Human Resources 
Department at 406-

843-4201
Madison County is 
an Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity 

Employer.

Dental office in Ennis, 
Montana is seeking a full time 

receptionist. Duties include 
answering phones, making 

appointments, filing insurance 
and Medicaid claims as well as 
other general office work. No 
specific experience required 
but a friendly, organized and 

caring personality helpful. Call 
our office at 682-3310, come by 
the office at 5 Sunrise Loop #C, 
Ennis, MT or text/call 579-2911

32-4-b

2018-19 TWIN BRIDGES 
SCHOOLS VACANCIES
Twin Bridges Public Schools is 
currently seeking qualified appli-
cants for the following positions 
for the 2018-19 school year:
CLASSIFIED STAFF:
0.75 – 1.0 FTE Paraprofessional 
– Qualified individual will work 
within the SPED program; as 
well as the Title I setting K-12 
and other areas as necessary.
EXTRA-CURRICULAR:
Athletic/Activities Director
Asst. HS Boys’ BB Coach
Head & Asst. HS Girls’ BB 
Coach
Head & Asst. JH Girls’ BB 
Coach
Head & Asst. JH Boys’ BB 
Coach
Head & Asst. JH Football Coach
Head & Asst. JH Track Coach
Speech/Drama/Debate Advisor
Concessions (W/F) Advisor
Cheer/Pep Club Advisor
Cheer Advisor & SDD Advisor
TRANSPORTATION:
ONE (1) Regular Route Driver 
- The specific job duties for this 
position will focus on, but not be 
limited to the following areas: 
morning and afternoon routes as 
well as possible activity driving.
ONE (1) Activity Trip Driver
- The specific job duties for this 
position will focus on, but not be 
limited to the following areas: 
primarily all varsity contests that 
require travel.
SUPPORT STAFF:
All Substitute Positions
Please call Mr. Eldon Johnson at 
the school for further informa-
tion and to request a district ap-
plication. These positions may be 
combined (example of a parapro-
fessional and bus driver) to best 
suit the need of the District and 
employee. All prepared materials 
must be sent to the attention of 
the Superintendent at…
Twin Bridges Public Schools
PO Box 419
Twin Bridges, MT  59754
32-4-b

FOR RENT

1 BR Duplex for rent downtown 
Ennis. W/D included, pets 

negotiable. $500 per month plus 
deposit. Avail. June 15. 

406-270-0910
28-TFC-B

EXECUTIVE 
ESTATE SALE 

June 21, 22 & 23rd
Opens at 10 am – 3:00

618 Hummingbird Lane - 
Butte

351 WINDSOR V-8 FORD 
1956 TRUCK, Sterling 
Silver, Leather couches, 

& chairs, dining room set, 
High kitchen table, small 
end tables, beds, dress-

ers, Decor items, GUNS, 
AMMO, OLD COINS AND 

TOOLS, Patio furniture, 
office desk, washer/dryer, 

generator, large corner 
sectional leather couch/

recliner combination. Hand 
carved Log bench, rototill-
er, cement mixer, pressure 
washer, remodeling items, 

pellet stove, high wheel 
trimmer, power washer, 
Dewalt drills. Guitar, flat 

screen tv, shelving, end ta-
bles, coffee table, BBQ, Gun 
Safe, Riding Mower, Power 
tools, refrigerators, kennel. 

TRAVEL TRAILER and so 
much more!

SEE PHOTOS AT: www.
AbleEstateSales.com 

Mike and Cheryl 842-5251

Estate Sale
Supreme

June22 & 23
The Jeffers Inn

10am to 3pm – both days
Home Décor (of all kinds), 

Coffee Table, Mirrors,
Lamps, Kitchen, Clawfoot Solid 

Oak Dining Table w/6 chairs,
China, Wine Glasses, 

Champagne Glasses, Crystal 
and Silver,

Tablecloths, Bedding, Tables, 
Desk, Chairs, Rugs,

Outdoor Living / Camping 
Gear, Steel Fire Pit w/ BBQ 

Topper,
Plant Stands, Antique Fending, 
Yard Art, Wedding Décor and 

Equipment,
Costumes: 1800’s early 1900’s, 

Hats, Coats, Silk Scarves, 
Jewelry, Jewelry Boxes,

Winter Clothes, Cowboy Boots, 
Business Wear, Shoes, Belts, 

Purses, Candles, Vender Tent, 
Real TiPi w/ Poles

Much, Much, Much More!!!
Great Stuff!!!

Will Go Fast!!!
Rain or Shine!!!

Debit Cards Accepted
Historic Landmark Home

Tour Upon Request
33-3-b

LOST & FOUND

CAT FOUND: gray and white, 
declawed with a short tail. Call 

David Wood 406-459-6863.

Wanted Timbered Mountain 
Property

2-5 Acres, undeveloped
electricity not required

water options are a must
cash money

Americo 541.915.9089
33 5-b

WANTED

Help wanted: experienced 
carpenter to work on 

construction of new flyfishing 
lodge in the Madison Valley. 
Call John at 406-596-1305.

33-1-b

Pizza Cook Needed
Tuesday - Saturday

2 pm - 9:15 pm
Alley Bistro - call Derek 

548-4119
Or stop in 

59 MT Hwy 287, Ennis
33-1-b

PUBLIC WORKS POSITION 
OPENING

The Town of Ennis has a full-
time position opening in the 

Public Works Dpt. The position 
includes, but is not limited to, 

work in Water, Sewer, Parks and 
Streets.

Applications may be picked up at 
Ennis Town Hall during normal 

business hours. Applications 
and resumes may be dropped off 
at, or sent to: Ennis Town Hall/

Public Works Dpt., 328 W. Main 
St., Ennis, MT. 59729.

Starting wage DOE. Applications 
will be accepted until 4:00 

p.m., June 27, 2018. Questions 
regarding the position may be 

directed to Kelly Elser, Director 
of Public Works, @ 406 682-

4287. EEOC
33-2-b

Willie’s Distillery is looking 
for a full time Production 

Assistant.  Learn all processes 
of distilling from milling, 

mashing, fermenting, distilling, 
barreling and cleaning to record 
keeping, inventory management, 

warehousing, and more. Must 
possess sharp attention to detail, 

be reliable, teachable, and 
have a strong work ethic. Must 
have flexible hours including 

possible early mornings, 
evening, weekends, or holidays 

as required. Background in 
brewing/distilling a plus but not 

required.
To Apply:  Submit resume 
and cover letter to info@

williesdistillery.com, terry@
williesdistillery.com, by mail, or 

in person.
33-2-b

Wanted: House to Rent in Ennis 
or any Madison County area

Professional, call 480-495-9462.
33-4-b

UTILITY TRAILER
4’-6” x 8’-6”

$500
406-200-1364

33-tfc-f

15 foot aluminum boat. 35 horse 
Johnson engine and 5.5 Sears 
engine. A lot of extras. $1200. 

Call 685-3784
33-2-f

LOST:
 Stihl 311 Chainsaw near golf 
course in Enns. Call 581-6192. 

REWARD.

BIDS

Sealed bids being taken for 2 
Madison County fire apparatus. 
1- 1996 Ford F250 Brush Truck. 
Has a 300-gallon tank with pump 
and hose. 1- Chevy Suburban 
Command Vehicle. Has lights 
and siren, but no radio. All bids 
considered. Please mail sealed 
bids to HVFD PO Box 200 Har-
rison, MT 59735
33-2-b

Ennis Schools is seeking 
Applicants for the following 
positions for the 2018-2019 

school year:

Administrative Office Assistant
Previous office experience is 

preferred and must possess good 
phone etiquette and people skills. 

210 day contract with possible 
summer work in other 

departments
5 paid holidays

$12.95/hour
Monday-Friday 8-4p.m,

Full benefits
Custodian

260 day contract
5 paid holidays

$12.25/hour
Monday-Friday during school 

year 3:30-11:30pm 
Monday-Thursday during 

summer 7am-5pm 
Full Benefits

Title 1 Paraprofessional
Previous experience working 

with kids is preferred.
187 day contract
5 paid holidays

$12.25/hour
Monday-Friday  8-3pm

Full Benefits
If interested, please contact 

Superintendent Casey Klasna @ 
682-4258.  District applications 
are available at the HS office. 

*successful applicants are subject 
to a state and federal background 

check*
34-2-b

 Clerk/Bookkeeper:
The Harrison Water & Sewer 

District is seeking applicants to 
fill the clerk/bookkeeper position.  

Must know Quickbooks and 
Quickbooks payroll.  Will need to 
use your own computer. Part time 

position. Please send resume to 
harrison.sewerboard@gmail.com 

or call 406-685-3209.
34-2-b

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bedroom, 1 bath, kitchen, 
living room, utility room, 

propane furnace.
Near school and downtown. 

Fenced yard, parking. $825.00 
per month with first, last 

and security deposit. Renter 
is responsible for utilities.  

Showing by appointment. 112 
Ballard Lane Ennis 682.7466

34-tfc-B

For Sale by owner:  
Two bedroom home with guest 

house, garage, rentable cabins, on 
half acre, edge of Ennis, beauti-
fully landscaped. 406-579-8411

34-1-f

ANNOUNCEMENT

Madison Valley Manor 5th 
Annual Craft Fair: July 6, 

9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Bake sale, 
$5 lunch, booths available. 

Contact Melody 
(406-682-7271) or 

Cherri (406-682-5409)
28-TFC-B

GARAGE/SALES
Big Moving Sale:  furniture, 

exercise/ski/snowmobile equip., 
MT antiques/collectibles, barn 

wood, M/S tires, windows/
construction stuff 406-579-

8411; 640 Nicole Way. Friday 
Saturday June 22, 23

34-1-b

395 Shining Mountains Loop 
Rd. by the fish hatchery

Friday and Saturday June 22/23, 
9-2 

Lots of stuff, rain or shine!
34-1-b

206 South Main St., 
SHERIDAN

Saturday, June 23rd 9:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m.

NO EARLY SALES
Quality Antique & Vintage 
Furniture, Mirrors, Picture
Frames, Household Items, 

Tables, Upholstered Couches & 
Chairs, Oak Clawfoot Dining 
Table, Chairs, Childrens Toys, 

Brass Chandeliers, Floor & 
Table Lamps, Metal beds 

(perfect for garden), Wicker 
Chairs, Rocking Chairs, 

Theater Memorabilia, etc. - 
Most items in excellent/good 
condition, some need TLC

34-1-b

Okay it’s time for Gina’s first 
yard/plant/art sale 6/22 and 

6/23!
Friday and Saturday 9am – 4pm
425 W. Steffens @ Comley in 

Ennis
Come Visit  :)

34-1-b

Garage Sale:
Saturday, June 23 8 am - 2pm
830 Madison Avenue, Ennis

Young ladies’ clothing, shoes, 
accessories, miscellaneous 

household items, full-size bed, 
desk

34-1-b

AUCTION
AUCTION – 

SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018
Whitehall, MT 

Community Center
10:30am, DO at 9am

Combined Estates 100s of Quality 
Lots! Antiques, Collectibles, 

Primitives, Toys, Tools, Generator, 
Toyota Camper Project,

Tons of Boxed Lot Surprises!
(406)684-5181 – Flyer Online

HAGEDORNAUCTION.COM

Ad #200
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.
com (406) 293-3714

Ad #201
Northwest Community Health 
Center (NWCHC) is looking to 
add a full time Financial Officer 
to manage and provide oversight 
in all aspects of finance opera-
tions.  Full job posting at http://
northwestchc.org/jobs/.  To apply 
please submit resume and/or pub-
lic-sector applications at http://
northwestchc.org/jobs/.

Ad #202
Nuverra is hiring for CDL Class 
A Truck Drivers. Drivers can 
earn a $1500 sign on bonus. To 
apply call (701) 842-3618, or go 
online to www.nuverra.com/
careers. Nuverra environmental 
solutions is an equal opportunity 
employer.

Ad #203
LIVING ESTATE AUCTION.  
EUREKA,  MT  JUNE 16, 2018. 
30 (+) FIREARMS  SOME 
HIGHLY COLLECTIBLE. 
PROFESSIONAL MECHAN-
ICS TOOLS,  VEHICLES, BF 
AVERY TRACTOR.  www.
workmanauction.com (406) 889-
3822.  

Ad #204
Great condition 2011 16x80 sin-
gle-wide trailer and 2013 16x80 
single-wide trailer. Each deliv-
ered and set up. (406) 259-4663

Ad #205
2012-2013 Champion Modular 
Mobile Homes, 14’x45’ 2bed-
room, 2bath, most are furnished 
& appliances, A/C, 2X6 walls. 
Built for extreme weather! From 
$19,900-$24,900. Call (406) 249-
2048

Ad #206
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. 
Residential and Commercial 
Timber Packages. Full Service 
Design - Build Since 1990, (406) 
581 3014 brett@bitterrootgroup.
com, www.bitterroottimber-
frames.com

Ad #207 
Bitterroot 50 Mile Garage Sale. 
4th Annual  June 29 & 30. Mark 
your calendar and plan to attend 
this great event. Sale runs from 
Lolo to Darby , MT. bitterroot-
50milegaragesale.com

Ad #208 
Outdoor Antique Flea Market. 
Over an acre of antiques and 
collectibles from many vendors. 
Sunday, July 8th  from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at Virgelle, off U.S. 87 
between Fort Benton and Big 
Sandy. Sponsored by Virgelle 
Merc Antiques . Lunch available. 
800-426-2926 or VirgelleMon-
tana.com.

Ad #209
Mueller Estate Sale. www.
muellerestate.com Friday, June 
22nd, 9a.m.- 4p.m. and 6p.m.- 
8p.m., Saturday, June 23rd, 
9a.m.- 4p.m., Sunday, June 24th, 
9a.m.- 12p.m. 917 W. Watson, 
Lewistown.
Ad #210
SEEDING EQUIPMENT: Buy-
ing Valmar and Gandy applica-
tors used. Call Melissa at Daily 
Bread Machinery, (320) 679-8483 
or (763) 286-9693.

Ad #211
TRIPLE DIGIT PROFITS! Turn 
Hot Barnyard Manure Into Cold 
Hard Cash! We pay $300-$700 
a cubic yard. Exclusive territory 
details. (406) 230-6343 - Free 
Report
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
On October 10, 2018 at 11:00 AM, at the 
North Entrance, Madison County Court-
house, 100 West Wallace, Virginia City, MT 
59755, Brigham J. Lundberg, a member of 
the Montana State Bar, as successor trustee, 
will sell at public auction to the highest bidder, 
the following described real property situated 
in Madison County, Montana, and described 
as follows:
Lots 15 and 16 in Block 3 of the MIRZA-NOR-
BY ADDITION to the Town of Ennis, Madison 
County, Montana, according to the official 
plat thereof filed in Book 2, Page 62 on file 
and of record in the office of the County Clerk 
and Recorder of Madison County, Montana. 
Together with 14 x 70 Vandyke Mobile Home.
Parcel ID No.: 0026029124; 0026029123
which has the address of 640 Nicole Way, 
Ennis, MT 59729.
Said sale will be made to satisfy the obliga-
tion secured by and pursuant to the power of 
sale conferred in the trust indenture/deed of 
trust (“Deed of Trust”) dated August 11, 2005 
and executed by Gail Frances Cole, as grant-
or (“Grantor”), to Wells Fargo Financial Na-
tional Bank, as trustee, in favor of Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., as beneficiary, and recorded on 
August 29, 2005 as Instrument No. 108371 
in Book 540 at Page 366, official records of 
Madison County, Montana.
Brigham J. Lundberg (“Successor Trustee”) 
is the successor trustee of the Deed of Trust 
pursuant to an Appointment of Successor 
Trustee/Substitution of Trustee recorded on 
January 11, 2018 as Instrument No. 176161, 
official records of Madison County, Montana.
Beneficiary has declared the grantor in de-
fault of the terms of the Deed of Trust and 
the promissory note (“Note”) secured by the 
Deed of Trust because of Grantor’s failure to 
timely pay all monthly installments of princi-
pal, interest, and, if applicable, escrow re-
serves for taxes and/or insurance as required 
by the Note and Deed of Trust. According to 
the Beneficiary, the obligation evidenced by 
the Note is now due for the May 25, 2014 in-
stallment payment. As of May 29, 2018, the 
amount necessary to satisfy this obligation 
was $78,210.16. This amount includes the 
outstanding principal balance of $74,031.81, 
plus accrued interest, accrued late charges, 
accrued escrow installments for insurance 
and/or taxes (if any), and advances for the 
protection of the beneficiary’s security inter-
est (if any). Due to the default stated above, 
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed 
the Successor Trustee, to sell the above-de-
scribed property to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the beneficiary, excepting only the 
trustee, may bid at the sale. The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation 
or warranty, including warranties of title or 
possession, express or implied, as the sale 
is made strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, 
without limitation, the sale being made sub-
ject to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or health 
hazards. The sale is subject to bankruptcy 
filing, payoff, reinstatement, or other circum-
stance that affects the validity of the sale. If 
the sale is set aside or the trustee is unable 
to convey title for any reason, the success-
ful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall 
be the return of funds paid to the successor 
trustee, and the successful bidder shall have 
no further recourse. The purchaser shall be 
entitled to possession of the property on the 
10th day following the sale. 
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason, and in the event of a bank-
ruptcy filing or other court-ordered stay, the 
sale may be postponed by the trustee for up 
to 120 days by public proclamation at least 
every 30 days.
The grantor, the successor-in-interest to the 
grantor, or any other person having an inter-
est in the aforesaid property, at any time prior 
to the trustee’s sale, may pay to the present 
beneficiary the entire amount then due under 
the Deed of Trust and the obligation secured 
thereby (including costs and expenses actu-
ally incurred and attorney’s fees) other than 
such portion of the principal as would not then 
be due had no default occurred and thereby 
cure the default theretofore existing.
This communication is from a debt collector. 
It is an attempt to collect a debt, and any infor-
mation obtained will be used for that purpose.
DATED: 05/30/2018 /S/ Brigham J. Lundberg 
Brigham J. Lundberg, Successor Trustee 
Lundberg & Associates, PC 3269 S. Main St., 
Ste. 100, Salt Lake City, UT 84115 801-263-
3400 Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(Pub. June 7, 14, 21 2018) rsc
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
Probate No. DP-29-2018-10
BARBARA A. SAUM
Deceased. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate.  
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred.
Claims must be mailed to SUENRAM & 
BERGESON, Attorneys for the Personal Rep-
resentative, P.O. Box 1366, Dillon, Montana  
59725, or filed with the Clerk of the above-en-
titled Court.
DATED this 21st day of May, 2018.
/s/ KENT DUGHMAN, 
Personal Representative
Pub. June 7, 14,21, 2018) sB
MNAXLP

NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED 
MAY BE ISSUED 
TO THE FOLLOWING INTERESTED PAR-
TIES (REGARDING THE REAL PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED BELOW) WHOSE CURRENT 
ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN: 
Denise Lynn Labbe; Any Assigns, Succes-
sors, Personal Representatives, Heirs, Devi-
sees or Beneficiaries of or to the Above Party; 
and Any Other Parties Claiming an Interest, 
Whether Legal or Equitable in the Real Prop-
erty Described Below. 
Pursuant to section 15-18-212, Montana 
Code Annotated, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN: 
1. As a result of a property tax de-
linquency, a property tax lien exists on the fol-
lowing described real property in which you 
may have an interest (Madison County Tax 
Parcel/ID No. 28051000):
Madison County Treasurer’s Abbreviated Le-
gal Description:
SECTION: 24 TOWNSHIP: 06S RANGE: 02E
DIAMOND HITCH OF SKI MOONLIGHT,
LOT 23, PLAT 4/244 GEOCODE: 25-0425-
24-4-01-41-0000
Full Legal Description:    
LOT 23 OF DIAMOND HITCH OF SKI 
MOONLIGHT, MADISON COUNTY, MON-
TANA, A SUBDIVISION OF MOONLIGHT 
BASIN RANCH LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, 
A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF FILED 
IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 244, RECORDS OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MONTANA.
2. The 2014 property taxes (sec-
ond half) became delinquent on June 1, 2015.
3. The property tax lien was at-
tached as the result of a tax lien sale held on 
July 15, 2015.

4. The property tax lien was pur-
chased at a tax lien sale on July 15, 2015, by: 
Madison County, 103 W. Wallace Street, P.O. 
Box 247, Virginia City, MT 59755.
5. The lien was subsequently as-
signed on September 3, 2015, to:
Eric Bashore, P.O. Box 80242, Billings, MT 
59108.
6. As of June 14, 2018, the amount 
of tax due is: 
TAXES:   $9,855.94
PENALTY:      $197.11
INTEREST:   $2,755.18
COST:      $337.10
TOTAL:            $13,145.33
NOTE: Interest continues to accrue at a rate 
of 5/6 of 1% per month.
7. For the property tax lien to be liq-
uidated, the total amount listed in paragraph 
6, plus any subsequent accrued interest, and 
the applicable $50 redemption fee charged 
by Madison County and any other applicable 
subsequent taxes, penalties, interest and 
costs due, must be paid by August 20, 2018, 
which is the date that the redemption period 
expires or expired. 
8. If all taxes, penalties, interest, 
and costs are not paid to the county treasurer 
on or prior to August 20, 2018, which is the 
date the redemption period expires, or on or 
prior to the date on which the county treasur-
er will otherwise issue a tax deed, a tax deed 
may be issued to the purchaser/assignee on 
the day following the date that the redemption 
period expires or on the date the county trea-
surer will otherwise issue a tax deed. 
9. The business address and tele-
phone number of the county treasurer who 
is responsible for issuing the tax deed is: 
Madison County Treasurer, 103 W. Wallace 
Street, P.O. Box 247, Virginia City, MT 59755, 
Telephone: (406) 843-4212.
FURTHER NOTICE FOR THOSE PERSONS 
LISTED ABOVE WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE 
UNKNOWN:
1) The address of the interested 
party is unknown. 
2) The published notice meets the 
legal requirements for notice of a pending tax 
deed issuance. 
3) The interested party’s rights in 
the property may be in jeopardy. 
Dated at Ennis, Montana this 14th day of 
June, 2018.
By: /s/ Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242, Bill-
ings, MT 59108
Pub. June 14, 21, 2018) eb
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER DEED 
OF TRUST
Deed of Trust:  Dated May 23, 2013
Grantors: Ennis Homestead, LLC
PO BOX 554
Bellevue, ID 83313-0554
Ennis Homestead, LLC
206 N. 2nd Street
Ennis, MT 59729
Ennis Homestead, LLC
c/o Reg. Agent Ralph Lapham
206 North Second Street
Ennis, MT 59729
Ennis Homestead, LLC
c/o Reg. Agent Ralph Lapham
PO Box 462
Ennis, MT 59729
Original Trustee:  First American Title Com-
pany
PO BOX 899
Ennis, MT 59729
Original Beneficiary: First Madison Valley 
Bank
PO BOX 307
213 E Main St.
Ennis, MT 59829
Sucessor Trustee: Charles E. Hansberry
HANSBERRY & JOURDONNAIS, PLLC
3111 S. Grant Street, Suite B
Missoula MT 59801
Date & Place of Recordation: Original record-
ed 06/03/2013 under Document No. 150909, 
records of the Clerk & Recorder of Madison 
County, Virginia City, Montana
The undersigned hereby gives notice that on 
the 24th day of July, 2018, at the hour of 10:00 
am at the front steps of the Madison Coun-
ty Courthouse, 110 West Wallace, Virginia 
City, Montana, CHARLES E. HANSBERRY, 
as Successor Trustee under the above-de-
scribed instrument, in order to satisfy the 
obligation set forth below, has elected to 
and will sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder, for cash, lawful money of the United 
States of America, payable at the time of sale 
to the Successor Trustee, the interest of the 
above-named Trustee, Successor Trustee 
and Grantor, and all of its successors and as-
signs, without warranty or covenant, express 
or implied, as to title or possession, in the fol-
lowing described real property:
Lots B-1 and B-2 of the Final Plat of the 
Lapham Minor Subdivision, located in the S 
½ of Section 33, Township 5 South, Range 
1 West, P.M.M., Madison County, Montana, 
more particularly shown and described on 
plat filed in Book 2 of Town Plats, page 262, 
records of Madison County, Montana.
The defaults for which this foreclosure is 
made are the failure of the above-named 
Grantor, and all of their successors and 
assigns, to pay as agreed upon demand as 
provided for in the Promissory Note dated 
May 23, 2013 and the most recent Change in 
Terms Agreement dated December 23, 2016, 
the principal balance of Six Hundred Thir-
ty-Six Thousand, Nine Hundred Thirty-Four 
and 24/100 Dollars ($636,934.24). plus ac-
crued interest in the amount of Eighty Two 
Thousand Seven Hundred Eleven and 88/100 
($82,711.88), plus default interest from Jan-
uary 30, 2017 to November 15, 2017 in the 
amount of Twenty Five Thousand Two Hun-
dred Fifteen and 54/100 ($25,215.54); togeth-
er with interest which continues to accrue at 
the rate of Ten and 75/100 percent (10.75%) 
per annum.
The sum owing on the obligation secured by 
the Deed of Trust as of November 15, 2017, 
is the principal balance of Six Hundred Thir-
ty-Six Thousand, Nine Hundred Thirty-Four 
and 24/100 Dollars ($636, 934.24), plus ac-
crued interest in the amount of Eighty Two 
Thousand Seven Hundred Eleven and 88/100 
($82,711.88), ), plus default interest from Jan-
uary 30, 2017 to November 15, 2017 in the 
amount of Twenty Five Thousand Two Hun-
dred Fifteen and 54/100 ($25,215.54); togeth-
er with interest which continues to accrue at 
the rate of Ten and 75/100 percent (10.75%) 
per annum, plus all costs, fees, expenses, 
attorneys’ and trustee’s fees as provided by 
law.
Dated this 26th day of March, 2018.
/s/Charles E. Hansberry
Successor Trustee
Hansberry & Jourdonnais, PLLP
3111 Grant Street, Ste. B
Missoula, MT 59801
STATE OF MONTANA
:ss
County of Missoula
This instrument was acknowledged before me 
on the 26th day of March, 2018, by Charles E. 
Hansberry, Successor Trustee.
/s/ Jasmine R. Icenhower
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing in Missoula, Montana
My commission expires July 18, 2020
Pub. June 14, 21, 28 2018) hj
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NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED 
MAY BE ISSUED
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT To: 
First American Title Company  
First Natl Insurance
 122 South First Street  
 PO Box 1108

 Ennis, MT  59729  
 Dillon, MT  59725-1108
   U n -
known Interested Party   
Resident/Occupant
 Address Unknown  
 S75’ of Lot 9, Block 13, Sheridan 
Original Townsite
 First National Insurance Inc, a 
corporation Sheridan, MT  59749
 PO Box 337   
 Edith Ruth 
 Ennis, MT  59729  
 PO Box 126
    
  Sheridan, MT  
59749
Pursuant to section 15-18-212, Montana 
Code Annotated, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN:
1. As a result of a property tax de-
linquency, a property tax lien exists on the fol-
lowing described real property in which you 
may have an interest:
Parcel Number 7020000
Described in Madison County Treasurers Tax 
Sale Certificate
Subdiv. -SHR SHERIDAN ORGINAL TOWN-
SITE Block-  13   04S 05W 27  SHERIDAN 
ORIGINAL TOWNSITE, SHERIDAN ORIGI-
NAL TOWNSITE, S 75’ OF LT 9
Described in Litigation Guarantee
The South 75 feet of Lot 9 in Block 13, of the 
Townsite of Sheridan, Madison County, Mon-
tana, according to the official amended plat 
on file and of record in the office of the Mad-
ison County Clerk and Recorder. Deed Ref: 
Book 225, page 432.
2. The property taxes became de-
linquent on June 2, 2015.
3. The property tax lien was at-
tached as the result of a tax sale held on July 
15, 2015.
4. The property tax lien was pur-
chased at a tax sale on July 16, 2015, by 
Madison County Treasurer, PO Box 247, 103 
W Wallace, Virginia City, MT  59755.
5. The property tax lien was subse-
quently assigned to ZINVEST LLC, P.O. Box 
22243, Billings, MT  59104.
6. The amount of interest and costs 
are as of the date of this notice and will con-
tinue to accrue until the date of redemption.  
The County Treasurer as of the date of pay-
ment will calculate total amount that must be 
paid for redemption.  As of the date of this 
notice, the amount of tax due is:
TAXES: $4916.41 
PENALTY: $98.34 
INTEREST: $987.18
COST: $691.44
TOTAL: $6693.37
7. For the property tax lien to be 
liquidated, the total amount listed in para-
graph 6, plus any subsequent interest and 
costs must be paid by August 27, 2018, which 
is the date the redemption period expires or 
expired.
8. If all taxes, penalties, interest, 
and costs are not paid to the County Trea-
surer on or prior to August 27, 2018, which 
is the date the redemption period expires, a 
tax deed may be issued to the purchaser on 
the day following the date that the redemption 
period expires.
9. The business address and tele-
phone number of the County Treasurer who 
is responsible for issuing the tax deed is:
Madison County Treasurer, PO Box 247, 103 
W Wallace, Virginia City, MT  59755. (406) 
843-4212.
FURTHER NOTICE FOR THOSE UN-
KNOWN INTERESTED PARTIES OR PER-
SON LISTED
ABOVE WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE UN-
KNOWN:
1.  The address of interested party 
is unknown.
2.  The published notice meets the 
legal requirements for notice of a pending tax 
deed issuance.
3.  The interested party’s rights in 
the property may be in jeopardy.
Dated:  June 21, 2018
Zinvest LLC - Member
Pub. June 21, 28, 2018) zin
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
MADISON VALLEY STORAGE, 
ENNIS, MONTANA
On Saturday, July 28, 2018, at 5076 U.S. 
Highway 287 North, Ennis, Montana, at 10:00 
a.m., there shall be a sale of storage unit con-
tents on duly defaulted tenants, and the terms 
of the sale are:
1. Each individual unit shall be sold in bulk.  
There shall be no prior previewing.  The unit 
doors will be opened by the Operator, and the 
attendees will be allowed to enter, but not to 
move or remove any of the contents.
2. Each unit shall be bid upon by the attend-
ees, and the highest bidder shall be entitled to 
the entire contents of the storage unit.  Cash 
must be tendered, and the contents must be 
removed within three (3) days of the date of 
sale by the winning bidder.
3. Sales are cash only, or certified check.
Pub. June 21, 2018) km
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Twin Bridges has completed 
their preliminary budget for Fiscal year 2018-
2019.  Approval of the preliminary budget will 
be on June 25th at 7:00 pm at Town Hall (104 
E 6th, Twin Bridge, MT) .  If anyone would 
like to review the budget they can stop in at 
the office or call 684-5243.  Any taxpayer 
or resident may appear and be heard at the 
meeting.
Pub. June 21, 2018) totb
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
CHANGE OF MEETING DATE
Notice is hereby given that the Ruby Valley 
Conservation District will change the meeting 
date for its regular first Wednesday of the 
month meeting to July 11, 2018 at the usu-
al location, the NRCS Conference Room, 
402 South Main Street, Sheridan, Montana.  
Meeting time will be at 7:00 P.M.  Shirley Ga-
lovic, District Administrator, R.V.C.D. (406) 
842-5741 ext. 101. 
Pub. June 21, 28, 2018) rvcd
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on 
October 18, 2018, 11:00 AM at the main 
entrance of 100 Wallace Street, Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described real 
property situated in Madison County, State of 
Montana:
Lot 4A as shown and described on the 
Amended Plat of Lots 4 and 5, Block 3 of Ar-
mitage’s Deer Meadow Addition to the Town 
of Ennis, as said Plat is filed in Plat Book 2, 
Page 142, records of Madison County, Mon-
tana.
More commonly known as 833 South 2nd 
Street, Ennis, MT 59729.
Stephen H. Ellis, as Grantor, conveyed said 
real property to Montana Title and Escrow, 
Inc., as Trustee, to secure an obligation owed 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for Irwin Mortgage Corpora-
tion, its successors and assigns, by Deed of 
Trust on May 1, 2006, and filed for record in 
the records of the County Clerk and Recorder 
in Madison County, State of Montana, on May 
8, 2006 as Instrument No. 113142, of Official 
Records.
 The Deed of Trust was assigned 
for value as follows:

Assignee: Deutsche Bank Trust Company 

Americas as Trustee
Assignment Dated: November 11, 2009
Assignment Recorded: November 19, 2009
Assignment Recording Information: as Instru-
ment No. 133824

Assignee: Deutsche Bank Trust Company 
Americas, as Trustee for Residential Accredit 
Loans, Inc., Mortgage Asset-Backed Pass-
Through Certificates, Series 2006-QS10
Assignment Dated: August 21, 2013
Assignment Recorded: August 30, 2013
Assignment Recording Information: as Instru-
ment No. 152358

All in the records of the County Clerk and Re-
corder for Madison County, Montana
Benjamin J. Mann is the Successor Trustee 
pursuant to a Substitution of Trustee record-
ed in the office of the Clerk and Recorder of 
Madison County, State of Montana, on April 
25, 2018 as Instrument No. 177580, of Official 
Records. 
The Beneficiary has declared a default in the 
terms of said Deed of Trust due to Grantor’s 
failure to make monthly payments beginning 
July 1, 2016, and each month subsequent, 
which monthly installments would have been 
applied on the principal and interest due on 
said obligation and other charges against 
the property or loan.  By reason of said de-
fault, the Beneficiary has declared all sums 
owing on the obligation secured by said 
Trust Deed immediately due and payable.  
The total amount due on this obligation is 
the principal sum of $316,562.38, interest in 
the sum of $28,778.90, escrow advances of 
$8,265.24, other amounts due and payable 
in the amount of $3,710.46 for a total amount 
owing of $357,316.98, plus accruing interest, 
late charges, and other fees and costs that 
may be incurred or advanced. 
 The Beneficiary anticipates and 
may disburse such amounts as may be re-
quired to preserve and protect the property 
and for real property taxes that may become 
due or delinquent, unless such amounts 
of taxes are paid by the Grantor.  If such 
amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, the 
amounts or taxes will be added to the obli-
gations secured by the Deed of Trust.  Other 
expenses to be charged against the proceeds 
of this sale include the Trustee’s fees and at-
torney’s fees, costs and expenses of the sale, 
and late charges, if any. 
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above described property 
to satisfy the obligation. 
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the Beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale.  The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks).  The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing con-
ditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other en-
vironmental or health hazards.  The sale pur-
chaser shall be entitled to possession of the 
property on the 10th day following the sale. 
 The Grantor, successor in inter-
est to the Grantor, or any other person having 

an interest in the property, has the right, at 
any time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to 
the Beneficiary, or the successor in interest 
to the Beneficiary, the entire amount then due 
under the Deed of Trust and the obligation se-
cured thereby (including costs and expenses 
actually incurred and attorney’s fees) other 
than such portion of the principal as would not 
then be due had no default occurred and by 
curing any other default complained of herein 
that is capable of being cured by tendering 
the performance required under the obliga-
tion or to cure the default, by paying all costs 
and expenses actually incurred in enforcing 
the obligation and Deed of Trust with Succes-
sor Trustee’s and attorney’s fees.  In the event 
that all defaults are cured the foreclosure will 
be dismissed and the foreclosure sale will be 
canceled.  
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason.  In the event of a bankruptcy 
filing, the sale may be postponed by the Trust-
ee for up to 120 days by public proclamation 
at least every 30 days. 
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any 
reason, the successful bidder’s sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be the return of monies 
paid to the Successor Trustee and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further recourse. 
This is an attempt to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used for that 
purpose. 
Dated this 18th day of May, 2018. Benjamin 
J. Mann, Substitute Trustee 376 East 400 
South, Suite 300, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
Telephone: 801-355-2886 Office Hours: 
Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM (MST) File No. 52473
Pub. June 21, 28, July 5, 2018) hwm
MNAXLP

LEGAL NOTICE
The Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) has completed a comprehensive re-
view of the bond requirements for Operating 
Permit No. 00158. Under the operating per-
mit, Silica Mining, Inc., (Silica Mining) con-
ducted milling operations at a site located in 
Section 9, Township 8 South, Range 9 West. 
The site is about seven miles south of Dillon, 
MT in Beaverhead County.  
DEQ currently holds a reclamation bond in 
the amount of $21,150. DEQ is proposing 
to increase the bond amount by $57,016 to 
$78,166. The increase in the bond amount is 
mostly due to DEQ modifying Operating Per-
mit No. 00158 to require removal of the mill 
structure rather than it being left in place for 
a postmine land use. The modification was 
made due to the present and on-going deteri-
oration of the structures.  
The procedure for increasing bonds as a 
result of a comprehensive bond review is 
set forth in Section 82-4-338(3), MCA. The 
company and the public have until July 16, 
2018 to comment on the proposed bond 
increase. DEQ will then issue a final bond 
determination. The company and any per-
son with an interest that may be adversely 
affected by DEQ’s final bond determination 
may obtain a contested case hearing before 
the Board of Environmental Review by filing 
with DEQ within 30 days of the issuance of 
the final bond determination a written request 
for hearing stating the reason for the request. 
A copy of the bond calculation that forms the 

basis for the proposed bond increase can be 
obtained by contacting the Department of 
Environmental Quality, Hard Rock Mining Bu-
reau, P. O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-
0901, or by calling Herb Rolfes at (406) 444-
3841 or e-mail at hrolfes@mt.gov. 
Pub. June 21, 2018) deq
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY: 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL AS-
SESSMENT (EA): 
Interpretation and Analysis of Recorded 
Gunshot Sounds at the Red Bluff Research 
Ranch, Montana State University 
In accordance with the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act, the Department of Justice Na-
tional Institute of Justice (NIJ) has completed 
a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for a 
proposed scientific gunshot research study 
at the Montana State University Red Bluff 
Research Ranch in Madison County, Mon-
tana. The purpose of the EA is to analyze 
how the proposed action would potentially 
impact economic, social and environmental 
resources. 
The Draft EA is available upon request.  
Please send an email request to info@clark-
groupllc.com. The Draft EA will be provided in 
electronic format unless a hard copy is specif-
ically requested.  
PROJECT TITLE: Interpretation and Analysis 
of Recorded Gunshot Sounds at the Red Bluff 
Research Ranch, Montana State University 
PROJECT PROPONENT: NIJ
PROJECT LOCATION: Red Bluff Research 
Ranch, Madison County Montana
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Under the Re-
search and Development in Forensic Science 
for Criminal Justice Programs (FSCJP), NIJ 
would approve and award funds to MSU 
to conduct scientific research on gunshot 
acoustics and firearm acoustical properties 
at the Red Bluff Research Ranch in Madison 
County, Montana. The proposed action in-
volves a one day, two hour study occurring in 
a study area of approximately 100 meters by 
10 meters at the Red Bluff Ranch, and would 
involve one marksman shooting ten shots 
from different firearms while gunshot sounds 
were recorded. Shooting activities would not 
require a change in land use of the site and 
will not result in change of land use on sur-
rounding sites. 
NIJ is accepting comment on this EA 
through….  
Comments should be submitted to Steven 
Schuetz, NIJ NEPA Coordinator, at Steven.
Schuetz@usdoj.gov.  
Pub. June 21, 28,  2018) cg
MNAXLP
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707

12 step programALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Nathan Nutter, Minister of Music and Youth

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

SUNDAY SERVICES
COWBOY CHURCH

10 am

Christ Centered - Bible Based Teaching
Located between Virginia City

and Nevada City 

Tel. 406-842-5915
Pastor Tom Luksha

THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Do not allow difference 

of opinion, or diversity of 
thought to separate you 
from your fellow-men, 
or to be the cause of 
dispute, hatred and 
strife in your hearts.

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

NOTICE OF PENDING 
ATTACHMENT OF TAX LIEN

Notice per MCA 7-1-2121 and MCA 15-17-214

Notice is hereby given that if property taxes are not 
paid by July 30,2018, Madison County will attach 
a property tax lien to property on which taxes are 
delinquent. Delinquent taxes including penalties, 
interests and costs are a lien upon the property and, 
unless such are paid prior to this time, the lien will 
be attached and may be assigned to a third party. 
Notice is sent certified mail at least two weeks prior 
to the date of the payment for delinquent taxes to 
whom the property is assessed. Before assigning 
the tax lien certificate to a third party, the treasurer 
is to receive proof of this notice. FAILURE TO PAY 
YOUR TAXES COULD RESULT IN LOSS OF 
PROPERTY.

A list of each property and all persons owing taxes 
for the year 2017 is on file in the County Treasurer’s 
office and is open to the public for inspection.

MCA 15-17-122
Shelly Burke, Treasurer
sburke@madisoncountymt.gov
www.madisoncountymt.gov
406-843-4212
Madison County

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 
you plan to dine in.

- Thursday, June 21 - kielbasa and potatoes, veg-
gies, roll, happy birthday cake.

- Friday, June 22 - fish tacos, corn & bean salad, 
dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

- Thursday, June 21 – kielbasa, potatoes, veggies, 
roll, Happy Birthday cake.

- Friday, June 22 - fish tacos, corn & bean salad, 
dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

- Monday, June 25 - potato bacon chowder, salad, 
corn bread, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

- Tuesday, June 26 - bbq beef sandwich, chips and 
slaw, dessert, play pan at 1 p.m.

- Wednesday, June 27 - pesto chicken pasta, veg-
gies, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located 
at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star 
to Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-
5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors 
may choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for 
$3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered 
meals are within the city limits of Sheridan and should 
be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-
5966.

Virginia City 
Café 

Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 
over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tues-
day & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

Tuesday, May 29 – Cheeseburger, fries, dessert
Thursday, May 31 – Goulash, veggie and roll, des-

sert.

Twin Bridges 
Senior Center 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated.

HELENA - Aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) threaten Mon-
tana’s waterways and fisheries.

AIS are plants, animals and 
pathogens that are not native 
to Montana and cause harm 
to Montana’s native plants, 
animals and fish.  AIS popu-
lations can reproduce quick-
ly and spread rapidly because 
there are no natural predators 
or competitors to keep them in 
check.

Anglers can help prevent 
the spread of AIS by following 

these 3 simple steps:
Clean. After you’re done 

recreating or fishing in a wa-
ter body, completely remove 
all plants, animals, mud, and 
standing water from your ves-
sel and equipment. Inspect your 
boat, trailer, and all gear. Pay 
close attention to crevices and 
hidden areas.  Clean your fish-
ing nets and waders.  Felt soled 
waders stay wet longer and 
trap micro-organism to can be 
transported to other waterbod-
ies. Consider using new slip-re-
sistant alternatives to felt soles.

Drain. Drain or remove wa-
ter from your boat, bilge, pipes, 
live-wells, engine, internal 
compartments, and bait buckets 
by removing drain plugs before 
leaving the waterbody. Keep in 
mind that some organisms are 
microscopic for at least part of 
their developing lives. Stand-
ing water is particularly worri-

some.
Dry. Aquatic invaders can 

only survive in water and wet 
areas. Drying your watercraft 
and waders thoroughly, if giv-
en enough time, will kill AIS 
and preserve the health of Mon-
tana’s lakes and rivers.  Putting 
waders in a freezer for 24 hours 
can also kill any lingering AIS.

Montana Fish Wildlife & 
Parks and our partners have 
over 30 watercraft inspection 
station operating around the 
state.  Watercraft owners must 
stop at any open inspection sta-
tion they encounter. Typically, 
these stops are very brief and 
include a short series of ques-
tions about where the water-
craft has been and a quick in-
spection. Watercraft that must 
stop comprise of all motorized 
boats and non-motorized ves-
sels including canoes, kayaks, 
rafts, drift boats, and personal 

pontoons used by anglers.  In 
addition, watercraft must be in-
spected if:

• Crossing from east to west 
over the Continental Divide 
into the Columbia River Basin

• Crossing into the Flathead 
River Basin

• Entering into Montana 
from out-of-state

• Leaving Tiber and Canyon 
Ferry Reservoir

These heightened efforts at 
protecting Montana’s waters 
are in response to the of aquat-
ic invasive mussel larvae found 
in water samples from Tiber 
Reservoir and a suspect sample 
from Canyon Ferry Reservoir 
in the fall of 2016.

For more information on 
invasive mussels and locations 
of inspection and decontamina-
tion stations, visit cleandrain-
drymt.com or call 406-444-
2440.

Anglers Can Help Prevent Aquatic Invasive Species

AIS are plants, 
animals and 

pathogens that 
cause harm to

natives
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Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

W Hawker Lane - Ennis - $229,000
•10.24 +/- acres • 2 bd, 1 ba, 1,200 +/- sq ft • Log 
cabin, attached hanger and taxiway access • Room 

for small plane and 2 cars/trucks • 800’ from 
airport access gate• Full unfinished basement 

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Salmonfly Lane  – McAllister - $249,000
• 1 +/- acres • 3 bd, 2 ba, 1,430 +/- sq ft • attached 

2 car garage • wood flooring, vaulted ceilings • 
Madison Range views, close to town 

• mature landscaping

Tobe Road - Ennis - $324,900
• 5.43 +/-acres • 6 bd, 3 ba, 2,700 +/- sq ft • log home, 
custom woodwork, mountain views • open floor plan, 
vaulted ceilings • close to golf, fishing, hunting • large 

garage, fenced for horses

Rainbow Loop Road - McAllister - $339,900
• 2 +/- acres • 3 bd, 2 ba, 1,810 +/- sq ft • 

attached and insulated 2 car garage • new flooring, 
updated appliances • massive mountain views, 2 

lots • horse allowed, close to town

Tobe Road- Ennis - $359,000
• 6.01 +/- acres • 2 houses on one property • 1 house 
- 2 bedroom, 1 3/4 bath • 1 house - 3 bedroom, 2 bath • 

3 - 2 car attached garages • views of the Madison 
Mountain Range

Madison Drive (Golf Course) – Ennis - $465,000
•.502 +/- acres • 4 bd, 3 ba,  2,826+/- sq ft • upgrades and 

remodeled throughout  • community water system, additional 
heated shop • mature trees, sprinkler system, breathtaking views 

• wide open floor plan, large master w/office

Obsidian Trail   - Cameron - $375,000
• 20.15 +/- acres  • 3 bd,  2 ba, 1,568 +/- sf • 20.15 +/- acres  

• recycled barn wood ranch style, 360° views 
• wrap around porch to enjoy mountain views 

• walk to Madison River, abundant wildlife • off grid efficient 
120 volt power system

Cedar Court (Golf Course) - Ennis - $339,000
• .526 +/- acres •  4bd, 3ba, 2,233 +/- sq 
ft • well maintained, wrap around decks                                               

• community water system, new furnace, new a/c          
• mature trees, massive mountain views  • open floor 

plan, vaulted ceilings, 3 car garage                          

Goals are important in life. Striving for the best, pushing ourselves 
to do better—that’s what makes us human. At Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare, our orthopedic team’s goals are the same as yours: to 
operate at peak performance.  We use state-of-the-art techniques to 
repair or replace knees, hips, shoulders, ankles, elbows, and even 
wrists. Patients of all ages are resuming active lifestyles again and 
living their best lives. Don’t let bone or joint pain keep you down 
any longer. Get back on top with Barrett Hospital & HealthCare.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

We are pleased 
to welcome  
Dr. Richards, DO.
  
Dr. Daniel T. Richards is a  
specialist with more than 16 
years’ experience in Orthopedic 
Surgery - Sports Medicine,  
seeing patients of all ages. 

No referral necessary! Call 406-683-1188 to schedule  
an appointment with Dr. Richards today.

Peak Performance 
Your best is our best

Orthopedics

ENNIS – On Sunday, June 24, Ennis As-
sembly will hold a “Celebration Sunday” with a 
free barbeque at “about 12 noon,” following the 
church service, according to Greg Ledgerwood. 
The community does not have to come to the 
church service to participate in the barbeque.

At the barbeque, the church will be hosting 
a “Dessert Auction,” with all proceeds going 
to fund trip expenses to El Salvador, where the 
church has a mission’s project. For the last three 
years, Ennis Assembly has pursued missions 
projects. This year, the church is raising money 
to build houses in El Salvador through an organi-
zation called Provision International 

On May 27 this year, the church raised nearly 
$8,000, enough to build five houses.  “The peo-
ple of Ennis Assembly sacrificially saved money 
for three months to give in this one time offer-
ing,” Ledgerwood notes.

The church is planning to send a team of sev-
en people to El Salvador at the end of October to 
build houses. Each team member is personally 
responsible to raise a portion of their trip ex-
pense, and the barbeque is helping to raise some 
of their money.

For more information, email Ledgerwood at 
G_Ledge@msn.com.

Celebration Sunday

Community briefs

VIRGINIA CITY – The Elling House Arts & 
Humanities Center will proudly host author Art 
Kehler at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, July 11.

Kehler, author of more than 200 essays, will 
be reading from his book, “Hollowtop Smoke 
Signals”. Kehler writes from his home in the 
small, rural town of Harrison, Montana. His es-
says, both humorous and poignant, have been 
published in regional newspapers and journals, 
online magazines, and nationally recognized lit-
erary magazines. This book of humorous essays 

takes you down home to the ‘tri-cities’ of Harri-
son, Pony and Norris, Montana, (combined pop-
ulations of 382), and the charms, challenges, and 
various misadventures of living in such a rustic 
but beautiful place, nestled on the northeastern 
fringe of the Tobacco Root Mountains. This 
compilation of more than 80 humorous anecdotes 
from real life, poke fun at the wildlife, the resi-
dents, the tourists, the weather, and most of all, 
the author himself.

Kehler reading

ENNIS - The community is invited to view 
eight pieces of Ed Totten’s fine art from Monday, 
June 18 through Saturday, June 23 at the Madi-
son Valley Public Library in a benefit showing 
to support the Children’s library and youth pro-
graming. 

Confidential bids will be accepted at the li-

brary, with bids will closing at 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, June 23. A public reception with Ed Totten 
will occur on Friday, June 22 from 4 - 7 p.m.

A percentage of the proceeds of the benefit 
art bid show will go directly to support the Chil-
dren’s Library and for youth programming, ac-
cording to Chris Salstrom.

Ed Totten Art

ENNIS - The Ennis Lions Club phone number for 
donations has changed: To donate to the Lion’s Club auc-

tion, call Mark at 682-5711 or Charlie at 682-5409.

Lions Club change

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290
ERALandmark.com

Offices in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis

VACATION HOME ON 20 ACRES 
Furnished, 3,240 SF home with 4 BR, 3 BA, 2 kitchens, 
spectacular views, great room with FP, wood floors, 
separate living quarters on lower level.  Perfect for 2 
families. Common area access to the Madison River 
below $3 Bridge.  Close to Cliff & Wade Lakes, NFS land 
and Yellowstone Park.  76 Madison Trail, Madison River 
Ranches. Cameron. $449,000.  MLS# 211234.

LOG CABIN & BARN ON 20 ACRES 
This rustic 2,240 SF cabin includes wood-burning 
stone FP, large master suite, 2 guest BR, 2.5 BA, 
large deck, 2-car attached garage + 3-car detached 
garage/shop/barn with finished living space above.  
All this on 20 fenced acres, bordering National Forest. 
Property owners have access to common area fishing 
access on the Madison River. Seasonal access. 
20 Trollhaugen Way, Sundance Bench, Cameron.  
$525,000!  MLS# 319830.

NOT YOUR TYPICAL LOG CABIN – 
BUT A WORK OF ART!
This custom crafted, beautifully designed & decorated 
log cabin, on 20 acres with spectacular views, was built 
with large, hand-peeled logs, beautiful wide-plank wood 
floors, custom slate floors & solid wood countertops. 
Top quality throughout.  Main level has 1 BR & 1 BA 
+ large sleeping loft & .5 BA, + unfinished daylight 
basement.  57 Echo Tr, Madison River Ranches, 
Cameron. $575,000.  MLS# 321331.

LOG CABIN IN THE WOODS
Spectacular views and privacy from this rustic, 1,258 
SF, 2 BA, 2 BR + loft sleeping area, on 20 wooded 
acres bordering Nat. Forest.  Owners have exclusive 
use of 31 acres common area along the Madison 
River.  Seasonal access in gated community.  364 
Sundance Bench Rd, Cameron.  Reduced to 
$529,000.  MLS# 220679.

GREAT DEALS!

HELENA - Hunters interested in participating 
in “game-damage” hunts on private land or possi-
ble management seasons this year have from June 
15 to July 15 to register online with Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks.

Hunters from this roster may be identified for 
three types of hunts: game damage, management 
season and dispersal. The roster is used by FWP to 
efficiently respond to landowners in the prevention 
or reduction of damage primarily caused by deer, 

elk and antelope.
Prospective hunters can register online at fwp.

mt.gov. Click “Hunt Roster.” To register, hunters 
will need their ALS number.

FWP will conduct a computerized random 
drawing process that will award placement of all 
prospective hunters on the rosters. Results will be 
available by July 20 to hunters through MyFWP.

The hunts, if they occur, can take place between 
Aug. 15, 2018, and Feb. 15, 2019.

Hunt roster registration

June 21, 2018B8THE MADISONIAN



RUBY VALLEY - According 
to Montana Fish, Wildlife (FWP) 
and Parks Region 3 Biologist Dean 
Waltee, of Sheridan, sage grouse 
lek numbers are again falling – but 
there might be good reasons for the 
decline in what those surveying the 
bird’s numbers witnessed during 
spring counts. 

Waltee shared the results of this 
spring’s sage grouse trend surveys 
recently.

The survey
From late March through early 

May of this year, Waltee, other FWP 
biologists, some volunteers and staff 
members from several federal agen-
cies – Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), US Forest Service (USFS), 
US Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service – completed their annual 
sage grouse trend surveys by count-
ing the number of male sage grouse 
on their leks.

Leks are breeding ground dis-
play areas, where male sage grouse 
fan out their plumage, strut and 
“boom” – inflate a sac in the breast 
that makes a booming or plopping 
sound. The idea is to attract female 
sage grouse.

Leks are typically open 
meadows or low sagebrush with 
40-square-foot openings where the 
males displays can be seen by the 
females.

“Completing these surveys is 
no small task,” Waltee noted, some-
thing that FWP biologists couldn’t 
do on their own. It involves being 
on the lek grounds before dawn, and 
counting bird numbers. “I cannot 
thank folks enough for the 3 a.m. 
starts they put in to complete these 
surveys.” 

To monitor population trends, 
FWP annually surveys 21 leks and 
lek complexes (multiple groups of 
males displaying in close proximity 
to one another) distributed across 
southwest Montana – with a number 
of leks in the Ruby Valley.

Waltee notes that 20 leks are 
located within “identified core hab-
itat.” This is defined as “suitable 
habitat,” identified by using GIS 

vegetation layers, and using sage 
grouse population information from 
the 2000 – 2010 decade, monitoring 
areas that held about three-quarters 
of the known breeding population 
of sage grouse at that time. One lek 
was outside the core area. Each lek 
was surveyed more than three times 
– unless snowdrifts or bad weather 
prevented surveying.

FWP also monitors another 47 
known leks across Beaverhead and 
Madison counties at least once.

Leks need to be occupied by at 
least two males for two consecutive 
years before they are officially rec-
ognized as leks.

The results
During 2018 surveys, 476 male 

sage grouse were seen on the 21 
monitored leks. This figure is a 13 
percent decline, compared to 2017 
numbers of 548. It is also down 16 
percent decline from the 5-year 
(2012-2017) average of 565 birds.

On the 21 leks, more males were 
counted on five leks, the same num-
ber of males were seen on two leks, 
and the number of males observed 
on 14 leks decreased, compared to 
2017 numbers.

Waltee points out that the rela-
tively short 5-year trend is the prod-
uct of incomplete annual survey his-
tories of several leks prior to 2012.

Waltee also noted that FWP has 
monitored the combined numbers 
of male sage grouse seen on Basin 
Creek, Reservoir Creek No. 1 and 
Ermont Mine/Hilltop Complex leks. 
Each of these leks has been sur-
veyed consistently since 1964. 

On these leks, bird numbers 
were also down. In 2018, 128 males 
were seen, compared to 143 last 
year, a 10 percent decline, yet 8 per-
cent above the long-term average of 
119. 

At least one new, prospective 
lek was identified in Horse Prairie 
this year. This site will be monitored 
in 2019. Another lek in Medicine 
Lodge moved about a mile from the 
traditional site. 

One problem that may have 
skewed sage grouse counts this year 
was weather.

“This year was a difficult survey 
year because of weather conditions,” 
he notes. “Routine measurable snow 
accumulation and persistent winter 

snowpack made some leks difficult 
to reach until late April or early 
May,” potentially skewing the num-
bers. 

This, coupled with a relatively 
cold April, may have interrupted 
sage grouse breeding activity.

“Both factors could have influ-
enced the number of birds observed. 
Continued annual monitoring will 
provide a better understanding of 
this.” 

Conclusions
Combining lek counts with oth-

er information gathered by FWP 
and other agencies, Waltee con-
cludes that the observed decline in 
bird numbers 2017-2018 was not the 
result of poor production of young 
grouse in 2017.

Using wings collected from 
sage grouse hunters during the fall 
of 2017, FWP documented a young 
of the year bird to adult bird ratio of 
157 young: 100 adults. This is up 28 
percent from the 123-bird long term 
average, Waltee says.

“Annual production of sage-
grouse can be influenced by a 
number of factors including annu-
al weather conditions during the 
nesting and brood-rearing seasons, 
annual habitat conditions, and pre-
dation of nests and broods.”

FWP will again be collecting 
wings from hunters this fall. 

Habitat is key
Habitat management efforts 

to help sage grouse are also taking 
place, Waltee noted.

Biologists believe that low-den-

sity conifer canopies of greater than 
5 percent in sage grouse habitat can 
reduce bird numbers. 

Waltee says there are many 
thousands of acres of sage grouse 
habitat across southwestern Mon-
tana that have too many conifers 

Waltee and FWP Dillon wildlife 
biologist Craig Fager are working 
with federal agencies to identify and 
begin projects to reduce conifers in 
these areas

For example, between 2016 and 
2017, NRCS helped remove conifers 
on about 1,200 acres of sage grouse 
habitat on the top of the Virginia 
City Hill, and BLM plans to remove 
conifers from another 45 acres ad-
joining this ground through their 
South Tobacco Root Watershed As-
sessment.

Other projects include:
BLM will begin cutting 300 

acres of scattered conifers on both 
sides of Badger Pass this summer; 
a USFWS Partners program will 
add more acreage on the Harrington 
Ranch and FWP will remove scat-
tered Douglas fir and junipers from 
the Ermont Lek complex to create a 
larger landscape level impact.

FWP removed scattered coni-
fers from approximately 280 acres 
of sage-grouse habitat on the Black-
tail WMA in 2017. This effort will 
continue on both the Blacktail and 
Robb-Ledford WMAs in 2018.

BLM and Snowcrest Ranch are 
collaborating on a conifer removal 
project on several hundred acres of 
sagebrush grassland along the west 

slope of the Greenhorn Mountains 
The Nature Conservancy and 

partners will do a large-scale coni-
fer removal project in the Medicine 
Lodge, in cooperation with the Han-
sen Ranch. 

FWP completed approximately 
100 acres of conifer removal in Lost 
Creek in 2017 and is continuing this 
project in 2018, in cooperation with 
Smith 6-S Ranch.

DNRC and Snowline Grazing 
Association are planning a similar 
project along Shineberger Creek in 
2018.

Volunteers are needed for many 
of these efforts. Call Waltee at 842-
7407 if you’d like to help.

Grouse future
“I believe the future of sage-

grouse across southwest Montana 
will be most influenced by how 
their habitat (sagebrush grassland) is 
managed,” Waltee said. “The future 
health of all wildlife species across 
southwest Montana will be driven 
by habitat quality and quantity.”

If people  can commit to main-

tain large areas of sagebrush grass-
land functionally connected to one 
another, sage grouse can sustain 
themselves for the foreseeable fu-
ture, Waltee continued. The lack of 
fires – a natural function on sage-
brush grasslands – and mechanical 
tree removal has created tens of 
thousands of acres of conifer-dom-
inated forests during the past several 
decades, not good for grouse.

“Maintaining or expanding sage 
grouse habitat in the future is going 
to require a thoughtful approach to 
address this habitat change,” he said, 
likely involving prescribed fire;  
Yet using fire will become more 
challenging as invasive plants like 
spotted knapweed and brome grass 
continue to spread.

Also, people continue to frag-
ment sage grouse habitat through 
conifer forest and non-native plant 
expansion, houses, roads, power-
line development, or converting 
native rangeland to agriculture, 
sage-grouse will show long-term 
declines, he said.

Sage grouse numbers show another decline in lek counts
John D. TAylor

editor@madisoniannews.com

A male sage grouse displaying on a lek (Montana FWP) .
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norris hot springs

Fri 6/22 Sean Eamon 
Americana/Alt Country

Sat 6/23 Charlie Denison  
Blues/Roots

Sun 6/24 Christy Hays
Desert CountryMU

SI
C 

TH
IS 

W
EE

K

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

OPEN WED-MON 10AM - 10PM | CLOSED TUES ONLY    HOURS:SPRING/SUMMER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
ADRIFT PG-13

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinée Saturday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON: 
Ocean’s 8 (PG-13), Incredibles 2 (PG), Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom (PG-13)

Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come join the Fun, Listen to some great music and 
enjoy spirits with a western FLavor!!

Friday june 22nd: chad BaLL

sunday, june 24th: tom susanj

Friday june 29th: jeryd richman

sunday, juLy 1st: LeFt For dead

Friday, juLy 6th: annaLisa rose

sunday juLy 8th: steve rose

Friday, juLy 13th: Fan mountain Frog dogs 
ask aBout our weekLy BottLing parties

MONDAYS 

KnitNite, Ennis
Meets at Right Angles Framing and 

Gallery from 5-7 p.m. the first and third 
Monday of the month.

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month 
from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every 

Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Tuesday of every 

month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

Children's Story & Craft Time for babies, 
Virginia City

Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman 

Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for 

those struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 
100 Prairie Way, 599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come play tennis at the 

Madison Meadows Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 8:30 a.m.

Meetings at 9 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. 

Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 

682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month 
at the Madison Valley Public Library and 

11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, Sheridan
Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the 

Bloomin' Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the 
Madison Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come play tennis at the 

Madison Meadows Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley 

Public Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tast-
ing room, 5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad 

on this page for performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every 

Saturday, May - Sept.

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

LIVE MUSIC

MONTANA
ROSE

June 23 • 8:00pm

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

THURSDAY
JUNE 21

Summer Reading: 
Libraries Rock!

Virginia City
Join us for Summer Reading 

2018—this week’s theme is “In-
strument Families.” Tuesdays for 
babies through pre-kindergarten 

and Thursdays for elementa-
ry age students. 10:30 a.m. and 
Thompson-Hickman Library.

Brewery Follies
for the Virginia City 

Fire Department,
Virginia City

The Brewery Follies always 

hilariously funny show is gen-
erously donating the evening’s 
proceeds to the Virginia City 
Fire Department. A not-to-miss 
show! 8 p.m., 200 E. Cover St. 

FRIDAY 
JUNE 22

Growling Old Men
 EHAHC, Virginia City

The Elling House Arts and 
Humanities Center presents 
“Growling Old Men” in concert. 
Ben Winship on mandolin and 
vocals and John Lowell on gui-
tar and vocals are both veterans 
of the Northern Rockies acous-
tic music world. Together they 
present a tight yet relaxed set of 
original and traditional bluegrass 
songs. Tickets are $15, at the door 
or reserved in advance by calling 
406-843-5454. 7 p.m.

SATURDAY 
JUNE 23

Wayne Brothers,
Virginia City

Playing everybody’s country 
and classic rock favorites. 9:30 
p.m. at the Bale of Hay Saloon.

SUNDAY 
JUNE 24
Pony Trot, 

Pony
The Pony Trot races are a bit 

hilly but have stunning views on 
dirt roads around Pony. The 5K 
is out and back and the 10K is a 
loop. Starting elevation for both 
races is 5400 with the 10K peak-
ing around 6300. Unique awards 
for each top age group finisher 
and overall winners. Snacks and 
treats at the finish! All proceeds 
go to the preservation and pro-
motion of historic Pony. Regis-
tration is $25 pre-race or $30 day 
of. Both races start at 8 a.m.

Community Potluck, 
Sheridan

Jackson’s Garden is hosting a 
community potluck. Bring a dish 
to share and see what’s growing 
in the garden! Two miles east on 
Mill Creek Road, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
 JUNE 27

Brown Bag Lunch with Chris 
Borton, Butte

Ever wonder what “off-
grid” living really means? The 
Butte-Silver Bow Public Ar-
chives will continue its Brown 
Bag Lunch Series with a pre-
sentation by Christopher Borton 

about off-grid living in Montana. 
Borton will share his 20 years 
of experiences and technical 
expertise on what it’s like to be 
self-sufficient and unplugged 
from the power grid. 12 p.m., 17 
W. Quartz Street.

Fish, Wildlife and Parks Lec-
ture

Come hear FWP Disease Ecol-
ogist Emily Almberg talk about 
the dangers of Chronic Wasting 
Disease and the threat it poses to 
wildlife. 7 p.m. at the Cliff Lake 
Schoolhouse.

WE'RE HIRING!

Housekeeper/Laundry Aide - Full-time/Part-time 
Dietary Aide/Cook - Full-time/ Part-time 
Certified Nursing Assistants – Full-time/Part-Time 
This is a great opportunity to work in a personal healthcare setting. 
լ Excellent Pay 
լ Government retirement 
լ Benefits including life and health insurance
լ Paid holidays, vacation, and sick leave

If you are interested in a rewarding career, 
Madison Valley Manor is the place. 

Please contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-7271 for more information or the 
online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  EOE

Paid holidays, vacation, and sick leave

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

FO
R 

A Summer
ADVENTURE?Ready

Discovery Camp - 1st-6th grade- 
July 9-14 - $125 
Biblical Leadership Training - 7th-
12th grade - July 16-21 - $125 
Canoe Camp - 9th-12th grade - 
July 23-28 - $150 

Students in elementary through high school 
can experience a week long fun filled adven-
ture with God at Clark Canyon Bible Camp. 

Visit 
www.clarkcanyonbiblecamp.org 
for more details 
and to register.

CLARK CANYON
BIBLE CAMP

June 21, 2018B10THE MADISONIAN
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