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MADISON COUNTY—On Tuesday, December 4, Stanley 
Gordon Bernardini appeared in Gallatin County District Court 
and pleaded not guilty to three criminal counts, one of which may 
connect him to the disappearance of Michelle Marie Sorrows, a 
37-year-old Ennis woman, earlier this year.

Bernardini was arrested by Madison County law enforcement on 
November 30 and his case was filed on December 3. Agents from 
the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations (DCI) received 
information earlier in November that incriminated Bernardini in 
Sorrows’ disappearance. Sorrows was last seen on July 30 and was 
reported missing on August 3.

According to a Madison County court affidavit, a confidential 
source (CS) who knows Bernardini personally spoke to DCI agent 
Mark Strangio, telling him that Bernardini, who was Sorrows’ boy-
friend, had killed her and that her body had been buried in a remote 
part of a piece of property owned by the Jumping Horse Ranch Cor-
poration outside Jeffers, on which Bernardini’s apartment is located.

The CS described the relationship of Bernardini and Sorrows as 
volatile and sometimes violent, the records state, and he told Stran-
gio that Bernardini had told him about a physical altercation that 
ultimately led to her death. Bernardini also allegedly told the CS 
that he had researched things like “the benefits of shallow versus 
deep grave sites” and that he had placed her body in the bed of his 
truck to dispose of it, digging a grave with a backhoe. 

The CS also recalled a conversation with Bernardini in July or 
August to Strangio, saying Bernardini had asked how to remove 
blood from clothing.

Law enforcement and the manager of the Jumping Horse Ranch 
property attempted to locate the spot where Bernardini is said to 
have buried Sorrows’ body, but the affidavit notes that bad weather 
and unpassable terrain hindered the search.

With the information provided by the CS, Agent Strangio ob-
tained a search warrant for Bernardini’s apartment, which was 
searched on November 29. 

On searching the apartment, law enforcement found bloodstain 
patterns on the living room floor and bedroom walls and droplets of 
blood in the hallway leading between the two rooms, the affidavit 
states. There was also evidence of efforts to clean the affected areas, 
and law enforcement also found an empty bottle of bleach. While 
searching, Agent Strangio also found marijuana and drug parapher-
nalia in the apartment’s kitchen. 

Strangio and another DCI agent, Bruce McDermott, interviewed 
Bernardini on November 30 according to the affidavit, and Ber-
nardini “denied having anything to do with the disappearance and 
death of Sorrows.” The document also says he “gave no reason why 
“human blood” would be on the walls and floors of his apartment 
and denied having any knowledge of or partaking in any type of 
clean-up efforts.”

The affidavit cites Bernardini as also telling law enforcement 
that the truck allegedly used to transport Sorrows’ body had bro-
ken down in Reno, Nevada. Investigators contacted the Reno Police 
Department, and the truck was later found and impounded by Reno 
police. It will be returned to Madison County as soon as arrange-
ments can be made.

The affidavit states that the investigation revealed “corrobo-
rating facts that incriminating evidence was altered, partially de-
stroyed, concealed, or removed,” and that Bernardini may have 
been involved. Bernardini has been charged with three criminal 
counts, one of which is a felony, the only charge that directly relates 
to Sorrows’ disappearance:

• Tampering with or fabricating physical evidence, a felony

Madison County man charged 
in connection with 

missing Ennis woman
Michelle Sorrows last seen July 30

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

MISSING continued on A2

VIRGINIA CITY—The Madison County commissioners are 
remaining busy leading up to the holidays, hearing updates and 
public comment from a variety of sectors at their weekly meeting 
on Tuesday, December 11, including public feedback on a county 
loan for an upcoming Ennis housing project and final approvals for 
a Big Sky project in the works since summer.

Habitat for Humanity 
Community member and local business owner Rich Lewis ap-

proached the commissioners to express dissatisfaction at the com-
mission’s decision at a meeting in October to grant a $60,000 loan 
to Gallatin Valley Habitat for Humanity for a group of homes that 
will be built in Ennis as a way to provide more affordable housing 
in the area.

Commissioners approve 
Moonlight Basin

subdivision

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

911 systems, Habitat for Humanity 
loan also discussed

COUNTY continued on A2

SHERIDAN—Sheridan and Twin Bridges school districts are 
weighing a potential football cooperative agreement that would 
combine the turnout athletes from both schools into a single, 
eight-man team in coming years.

“The board really wants to hear everybody’s concerns,” said 
chairman Bill Wood at the start of the Sheridan meeting on Tues-
day, December 11. To accommodate this, speakers were limited to 
three minutes to voice their thoughts on the merger.

Feedback on football 
co-op consumes 

Sheridan school board
A dozen community members 

share their thoughts

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

SHERIDAN continued on A2

ENNIS—Madison Valley 
Medical Center received an award 
earlier this fall for its preparedness 
and prompt care of cardiac patients, 
one of fewer than 20 providers 
across the state to receive the honor.

Facilities around Montana ap-
plied for the Montana Cardiac Ini-
tiative’s (MCI) awards, sending in 
their policies, procedures and order 
sets for evaluation. If they met state 
and national standards, they re-
ceived a stipend to maintain those 
protocols, and will continue to re-
port their data to MCI for evalua-
tion to ensure patients are continu-
ing to get excellent care over time. 

“They’re looking at those 
things to see if they’re up to date 
and if they’re meeting the standards 
for cardiac care nationally,” says 
Allison Treloar. “And ours are.”

Treloar is MVMC’s chief nurs-
ing officer and was responsible for 
coordinating the hospital’s applica-
tion to MCI. She says MVMC has 
backlogged data on its policies and 
procedures to provide context for 

how they’re doing in their care of 
cardiac patients. They’ll continue 
to do that in the future.

“It’s a quality improvement 
project,” she says. “They’re ensur-
ing that you continue to meet that 
standard.”

The MCI award looks into just 
one part of what Treloar calls a car-
diac care “continuum,” made up of 
three main sections: primary care, 
acute cardiac events and cardiac re-
habilitation. This award focuses on 
the second of those processes.

“Primary care clinics look 
at how we make sure people are 
healthy, preventing them from 
having bad cardiovascular health,” 
she says. “Then there are instances 
when people come in with an acute, 
stressful situation where they need 
to be hospitalized or transferred for 
a procedure. And then when they 
come back to our community, we 
follow up with them.

“This project really looks at the 
piece in the hospital. When they 
present to the ER and think they’re 

having a heart attack, what do we 
do?”

The critical element, Treloar 
says, is time. The national standard 
for dealing with a cardiac patient 
suffering from chest pain is to con-
duct an echocardiogram (EKG) 
within 10 minutes of the patient’s 
arrival. MVMC meets that stan-
dard.

“The faster and more efficiently 
we can do it here, the better the out-
come for the patient,” says Treloar. 

“We meet that standard. Even the 
front desk drops everything, then 
you react to it almost like a trauma: 
all hands on.”

That part of the process was 
further expedited back in 2016, 
when MVMC received a grant 
from Montana Mission: Lifeline, 
which provided EMS services with 
the equipment and software to both 
take and transmit an EKG image to 

Madison Valley Medical Center was one of 17 critical care hos-
pitals in Montana to be recognized by Montana Cardiac Initia-
tive for its policies and procedures in caring for cardiac patients 
during acute cardiac events like heart attacks. (R. Colyer )

Madison Valley Medical Center gets 
excellence in cardiac care award

MVMC one of 17 qualifying
providers across Montana

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

MVMC continued on A2
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MORTGAGE 

FIXED RATES
30 Years - .000% points
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(4.609% APR)

15 Years - .000% points
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(4.196% APR)
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(4.879% APR)

AUTO 
LOAN 
RATES

As low as

Rates subject to change without notice, APR calculation is based on 
a $200,000.00 loan amount with a 1% loan origination fee, $125.00 
processing fee, $334.00 document processing fee, $275.00 settle-
ment fee, $20.00 tracking fee, $11.95 MERS fee, $4.00 life of loan 
flood determination, $4.00 transcript fee 15 days of prepaid interest 
and *discount point fee as stated above.

Rates subject to change with-
out notice, APR calculation 
based on $20,000.00 loan 
amount with a $149.00 loan 
fee, 48 monthly payments of 
$459.67 on approved credit.

Welcome to Madison Valley Bank, where our customers 
own their futures. Our low interest rates, flexible loan 
options, and first-name service make home and auto 
ownership happen today for successful tomorrows.

Stop by your local branch to see how our small 
bank can help you make big things happen.

Ennis | Boulder | Montana City | West Yellowstone 
www.madisonvalleybank.com

MISSING 
continued from A1:       

• Criminal possession of dan-
gerous drugs, second or subse-
quent offense—a misdemeanor, 
for the marijuana found in the 
apartment upon DCI search

• Criminal possession of 
drug paraphernalia, a misde-
meanor, for items including a 
butane torch also found in the 
apartment.

Bernardini appeared be-
fore the Gallatin County 18th 
District Court on December 4, 
where he pleaded not guilty to 
all three of the charges outlined 
in the affidavit. His bail was set 
to $100,000. His next court ap-
pearance date has not yet been 
set.

The disappearance of Mi-
chelle Sorrows remains an on-
going missing persons inves-
tigation by both the Madison 
County Sheriff’s Office (MSCO) 
and the Montana Department of 
Criminal Investigations, and is 
also being investigated as a ho-
micide. Anyone who may have 
additional information about the 
case is encouraged to contact 
MSCO at (406) 843-5301. 

Habitat for Humanity plans 
to purchase 10 lots in the North 
40 subdivision, a total cost of 
$150,000 in addition to $106,000 
outfitting those lots with water 
and sewer services. A Neigh-
borWorks Montana loan covers 
$196,000 of the project, and the 
commissioners agreed to uti-
lize $60,000 of Madison County 
money to make up the remainder 
of the project, a loan that would 
be paid back incrementally as the 
homes were sold. The loan must 
be repaid within five years.

At the time of approval, the 
commissioners noted they didn’t 
foresee a negative response from 
taxpayers in assisting with sup-
plying affordable housing, some-
thing that is a perennial topic 
of discussion around Madison 
County. Lewis attended Tues-
day’s meeting to express just the 
negative response that wasn’t ini-
tially expected.

“To me, this is totally wrong,” 
Lewis told the commissioners. 
“You guys are going to put me 
out of business.”

Lewis owns and operates 
Timberline Rentals and also 
works as a contractor. He ac-
knowledged that the need for 
more affordable housing and 
more rental access is greater on 
the Ennis side of Madison Coun-
ty, but noted that he currently has 
spaces available for rent that he 
says are affordable accommoda-
tions.

Lewis brought with him a 
petition bearing 100 signatures 
of residents he said agreed with 
his opinion, that the commission 
overstepped its bounds in allo-
cating the $60,000.

Planning director Charity 
Fechter clarified that while the 
Habitat for Humanity branch fa-
cilitating the project is from Gall-
atin County, the $60,000 would 
be staying in Madison County 
and would only be managed by 

the nonprofit. Since Madison 
County doesn’t have a Habitat 
for Humanity branch, Gallatin 
County’s was the closest option. 
She also noted that the nonprofit 
hadn’t been the initiating party 
in the housing project.

“The parties interested in the 
project approached Habitat for 
Humanity,” Fechter said. “Not 
the other way around.”

Commissioner Dan Allhands 
said the project—and the loan—
were in an attempt to address 
what he called “a housing crisis 
we have.” 

Allhands noted that some of 
the impetus behind the decision 
was the idea that if fewer employ-
ees of Madison County business-
es had to commute from cities 
like Bozeman, Butte or Dillon, 
there would be more children in 
Madison County’s schools, more 
taxpayers and homeowners in 
the county, and greater economic 
prosperity in the long run.

Commissioner Jim Hart said 
Lewis had answered exactly the 
question the commission had 
weighed at the time they first 
made the decision.

“That was our bottom line 
question: would there be peo-
ple who would be upset by the 
use of public funds?” said Hart. 
“You guys have asked the ques-
tions that we need to make sure 
we have answered,” said Hart. 
While the loan agreement with 
Habitat for Humanity has al-
ready been settled, the commis-
sioners agreed they would take 
an even more critical look at any 
similar projects that come up in 
the future, and may adjust how 
they decide to proceed.

GIS Update
Madison County Global In-

formation Systems (GIS) Direc-
tor Tommy Luksha updated the 
commissioners on the system 
that is used for ensuring that 

emergency response crews are 
sent to the proper addresses when 
information is relayed from 911 
dispatchers to ambulance, police 
and fire department response 
teams, among other tasks.

Luksha said that inconsisten-
cies in the system show a match 
rate of just over 88 percent be-
tween Madison County’s real 
roads and the ones that appear in 
a master street addressing guide 
database (MSAG). One source of 
inconsistencies, Luksha said, is 
when a given property with only 
one address has multiple build-
ings, but only one is a residence. 
Sometimes crews are sent to the 
wrong building at what might be 
the right “address,” losing pre-
cious seconds on an emergency 
response. 

“I expect this to change a 
lot of addresses,” Luksha said. 
The usual way of improving the 
match rate of the addressing sys-
tem is changing the numbers on 
houses in the inaccurate areas 
to make them match the data the 
systems are reading. “What I’m 
doing now is not enough to get 
to where we need to be quick 
enough.”

Checking address accuracy 
is only one of Luksha’s respon-
sibilities, and as a result he can 
only commit about six hours per 
week to addressing the issues. 
He also updates voter precincts 
and school districts, helps ensure 
that roads are routed and platted 
correctly and plots new perma-
nent addresses, like newly-built 
homes, in the county’s GPS sys-
tem.

Madison County residents 
need not worry about their ad-
dresses spontaneously changing 
in the immediate future.

Luksha said it would take 
a year at the bare minimum to 
evaluate the exact extent of the 
inaccuracies, and as many as a 
few years to get all of the neces-

sary adjustments made. He said 
his goal would be to have 98 per-
cent accuracy across the board 
when it comes to the county’s 
GIS system.

Planning Office
The Madison County Plan-

ning Board deliberated on a new 
plat in the Moonlight Basin area 
of Big Sky at several of its month-
ly meetings earlier this year, and 
the commissioners moved on the 
board’s recommendation to ap-
prove the final plat proposal on 
Tuesday.

The plat sets aside 12.33 
acres for three condominium lots 
and was first approved on July 
3. It has since been adjusted to 
reflect the suggested provisions 
from the commissioners and the 
planning board, so construction 
will be able to move forward in 
2019. The entire project will in-
clude both condominium and 
residential lots, as well as a club 
facility complete with a basket-
ball gym, swimming pool and 
other offerings.

The planning office then 
asked the commissioners to ex-
tend the deadline for finalizing 
changes to the overall develop-
ment plan (ODP) for the Spanish 
Peaks area of Big Sky. The ODP 
sets boundaries and regulations 
for development and new con-
structions in Spanish Peaks and 
is set to expire at the end of this 
month. 

While the adjustments to 
the ODP are minor, changing 
the plan requires a number of 
public meetings, and is further 
complicated by the fact that part 
of Spanish Peaks lies in Galla-
tin County while the rest lies in 
Madison County. The planning 
office recommended that the 
commissioners extend the dead-
line until March 31, 2019, which 
the commissioners unanimously 
approved.

COUNTY  continued from A1:      Commissioners discuss GIS updates, planning for Moonlight Basin

Superintendent Mike Weth-
erbee began by reading three 
comment letters that had been 
mailed in for consideration:

“Our school identity—our 
football—is only one of the sup-
ports that holds our community 
together,” wrote Sheridan junior 
Cade McParland, who has played 
for Sheridan’s schools for six 
years. “I think what was neglect-
ed was what is in the heart of the 
player. I only want to sing ‘On-
ward Panthers,’ after games.”

Another letter from Sheridan 
6th grade teacher Sara Decker 
noted three primary concerns at 
the idea of the co-op. She wor-
ried about keeping students’ 
academically eligible with the 
proposed addition of a junior 
varsity schedule; wondered if 
there would be enough buses to 
tote athletes back and forth to 
practices, something Sheridan 
already struggles with regard-
ing some of its after-school pro-
grams; and questioned whether a 
co-op would harm school pride.

“This topic is honestly bring-
ing out the worst in our staff,” 
Decker wrote.

Opinions from the audience 
fell on both sides of the issue. 

Henry Sutton, an eighth 

grader who played for Sheridan’s 
middle school football team this 
year, said he thinks it provides a 
good opportunity.

“I’m up for it because it’s a 
great chance for us to do new 
things if we put the time and ef-
fort into it,” Sutton said. “I think 
we can learn a lot from them, and 
they can learn a lot from us.”

A cooperative is usually a 
three-year commitment, Wether-
bee told the board and audience. 
He also presented some numeric 
projections for both student body 
and athletic turnout between 
both Twin Bridges and Sheridan 
for the next several years. 

In order to play eight-man 
football, a school or co-op must 
have a student body between 
65 and 130. With a co-op, the 
combined student body of both 
schools must be within that 
range.

Wetherbee said the combined 
population of Twin Bridges and 
Sheridan high schools is pro-
jected to fall at about 131 in the 
2019-2020 school year, 128 in 
2021-2022, 116 in 2022-2023 and 
119 in 2023-2024. 

“Of the 46 teams in Class C 
Eight-man, six are co-ops,” said 
Wetherbee. “Of those six, five 

made the playoffs.” That includes 
the Drummond/Granite Co-op, 
which won the 2018 8-man state 
title on November 17.

Some commenters noted they 
would have felt differently if the 
community had been more aware 
of the potential co-op from the 
beginning. 

Community member Beau 
Decker said he may have sup-
ported the idea, but as the issue 
stands, he doesn’t.

“I really want to know what 
we’re teaching our kids,” Deck-
er told the board. “When things 
get tough, do you just quit? I 
would’ve probably had a dif-
ferent opinion if this had been 
handled differently. I’ve lost a 
lot of trust in the school board 
process.”

Sheridan player Henry Sut-
ton’s father, Bobby, noted that 
with a greater number of athletes 
would allow players to focus 
on the positions that best suited 
them, rather than having to try 
and play every position at once. 
He also said playing on an 8-man 
team could get standout athletes 
noticed by college recruiters 
more easily.

“But if the board elects to 
go with the co-op, I think we 

should record those concerns and 
get people together to address 
those,” he said.

In the end, that’s exactly 
what the board decided to do.

“There’s no way we as a 
board can make a rational de-
cision without answering some 
questions and figuring out these 
small details,” said chairman 
Wood. 

The board voted to create 
a committee to discuss and re-
search topics from transporta-
tion and buses to a potential JV 
schedule, practice times to the 
cost of re-outfitting students 
with new uniforms.

The committee will also be 
on a time crunch, because a co-
op proposal must be submitted 
to the Montana High School 
Association (MHSA) by Feb-
ruary 1, 2019. So, the commit-
tee—which will consist of two 
board members, an athletic di-
rector, an administrator and a 
community member each from 
both Sheridan and Twin Bridg-
es—will present its findings to 
the school board at its next regu-
lar meeting on January 8, where 
they will make their final vote 
on whether to submit the pro-
posal to MHSA.

SHERIDAN  continued from A1:       Community members share their ideas on co-op football with Twin

a medical facility from an ambulance or a 
patient’s home. That makes it even easier 
for MVMC to reach its goal of getting a 
cardiac patient referred to where they need 
to go in 45 minutes or less.

If an EKG reveals that a patient really is 
having a heart attack, they’ll be transferred 
from MVMC—a “referring facility,” to a 
larger “receiving cardiac center,” usually 
Bozeman’s Deaconess Hospital. Having a 
good working relationship with Bozeman 
Health is another element of the cardiac 
award that will continue to be monitored in 
the future. 

Treloar calls it “door to needle” time.
“It’s about how quickly we get medica-

tion administers, get a consult and the trans-
fer time, door in to door out. We’re follow-
ing the standard of care, now the goal is to 
make sure we continue to follow it.”

MVMC will log data on how well it 
sticks to those procedures for the next three 
years. The data will show MCI that they’re 
meeting state and national standards and 
identify areas for improvement, if there are 
any. MCI has been giving cardiac recogni-
tion awards since 2010, but this year is the 
first that MVMC has applied for one. 

In the end, it’s an award that helps guar-
antee maintained quality of care, says Tre-
loar.

“It ensures that we’re going to continue 
to do what we say we can do.”

MVMC 
continued from A1:       

White belt …
Ennis Assembly of God’s latest “white belt” recipi-
ent Benz de Charmoy, received his belt on Sunday, 
December 2. Willow Williams also received a white 
belt. Shown above are Submerge Kids Club Coach 
Melissa Carney, de Charmoy. The church offers 
Submerge Kids Club to kids in grade kindergarten 
through 5 on Wednesdays following school.  Call the 
church for details 682-4197.
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MADISON COUNTY—The Twin Bridges boys basketball team 
means business this season, and they held nothing back when they 
traveled to Three Forks for the two-day Imerys Tournament Decem-
ber 7 and 8.

On Friday the Falcons edged the Jefferson Panthers 48-40, with 
Nate Konen notching 15 points and Bryce Nye adding 12 more. 
The Falcons got off to a strong start, outscoring Jefferson 18-8 in 
the first quarter, before slowing in the second and third, their lead 
shrinking to just two points. But they rallied enough in the fourth 
to clinch a victory, continuing straight on into the afternoon’s next 
game against West Yellowstone and clinching a decisive 72-40 vic-
tory.

They started equally strong against Gardiner on Saturday, out-
scoring the Bruins 29-16 in the first half. Nye brought the heat again, 
leading the Falcons with 18 points, while Charlie Kruer added 16—
including three 3-pointers—and Konen added another 13. The Fal-
cons would drop the Bruins 62-57 despite a blistering 21 points from 
Gardiner’s Luke Stermitz and 18 points from Jacob Perius.

The lady Falcons weren’t as lucky in their Friday game against 
host Three Forks, falling 56-33 against the Wolves. But Twin Bridg-
es rallied strong in their second game of the tournament and making 
it a Falcon sweep of West Yellowstone, topping the Wolverines 51-
39.

They maintained that momentum and swept the Gardiner Bruins 
on Saturday as well by a score of 51-35. The lady Falcons would end 
the tournament 2-1, while the boys clinched a perfect 3-0 record for 
the weekend.

Further down the Ruby Valley, the Sheridan Panthers have yet 
to win a game this season. Both boys and girls’ teams fell to West 
Yellowstone on December 8, the boys in a score of 46-34 and the 
girls in a painful 55-14.

But the season continues, and the Panthers recovered their mo-
mentum to take on Granite and Harrison the following weekend, 
while Twin Bridges took on Lima and Ennis, Ennis added a game 
against Gardiner and Harrison matched up with Drummond.

Twin Bridges was first to play on Thursday evening, blowing the 
Lima Bears away and outscoring them by more than double in three 
of the four quarters. Led by 15 points from Clancy Phillip and 11 
from Blu Keim, plus three-pointers from Phillip, Avery George and 
Kara Dale, the lady Falcons never let go of the lead and defeated the 
Bears 51-23.

The boys dropped the Bears by an even larger margin, notch-
ing an impressive 67-25 victory and remaining undefeated for the 
season thus far. They kept their streak alive on Friday when they 
steamrolled the Ennis Mustangs 83-39, while the lady Falcons fell 
at Ennis 50-26.

Ennis played Gardiner the following day with a similar result: a 
55-25 victory for the girls and a closer but still painful defeat for the 
boys, who fell 78-57.

For Sheridan, the season’s slow start continued into the week-
end, with both Granite and Harrison defeating the Panthers. But the 
girls notched their first victory of the season, edging Harrison 49-41 
on Saturday after falling to Granite 42-26 on Friday. 

The final game of a packed weekend of basketball came when 
Harrison took on the Drummond Trojans, falling on both sides in 
games that ended with the exact same score: both boys and girls lost 
by a narrow eight points 54-46.

Local basketball teams will take a holiday break before games 
pick back up after the new year. Twin Bridges will travel to White-
hall on January 3 and on January 4, Sheridan will host Drummond, 
Harrison will travel to Lima and Ennis will travel to Philipsburg to 
play Granite.

ABOVE – Harrison’s Dillon Christiansen makes a drive for the 
basket against Sheridan on Saturday, December 15. The Wild-
cats defeated the Panthers, keeping Sheridan winless so far 
this season. (A. Christensen) BELOW – Ennis’s Jourdain Klein 
goes for a layup on Friday, December 14. The Mustangs hosted 
Twin Bridges, defeating the Falcons 50-26. (R. Colyer)

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

Twin Bridges travels to Three Forks for 
two-day tournament; Falcons on a hot streak

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS—The Ennis School Board covered a lot of ground in 
a short time at their monthly meeting on Wednesday, December 
12, finalizing efforts that have been on at least three of their past 
agendas.

The board voted unanimously to do away with pre-employment 
tuberculosis testing, something that has been mandatory in the past 
for all employees and volunteers with the district. However, the 
state of Montana no longer requires testing, and Madison County 
has never had a positive tuberculosis test. Ennis and Alder were the 
only two schools in the county that still required testing.

Board members had considered the idea of creating a pre-em-
ployment questionnaire asking if applicants had traveled to certain 
areas or been exposed to certain infections to narrow down the 
likelihood that they could carry tuberculosis. But on Wednesday, 
Casey Klasna said that wouldn’t be the best route.

Klasna said he had met with an attorney, and the advice he’d 
been given was that specific questionnaires like that can impinge 
on protections in place under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). The board heard a presentation at their November meeting 
from school nurse Whitney Marsh on the likelihood of seeing a 
positive test, which was remote. Based on that information, the 
board decided to eliminate the mandatory testing.

Also continuing from last month’s meeting, the board set the 
date for its next facilitated bargaining session, which will take 
place in January. The board decided earlier this year to pursue the 
facilitated bargaining process proposed by the Montana School 
Board Association (MTSBA) after hearing from a number of dif-
ferent independent contractors.

The MTSBA process will begin with a session facilitated by 
legal counsel representing the Association, and will be attended 
by board members, administration and members of the teachers’ 
union. It will be the first in a series of meetings over the rest of 
the school year to negotiate everything from insurance benefits to 
teacher salaries.

Other business on the Ennis School Board’s December meeting:
• Elementary principal Brian Hilton updated the board, saying 

that the elementary school gave out 46 perfect attendance awards 
during a recent student awards’ ceremony. Hilton also said that 24 
students recently competed in the Montana science Olympiad, as-
sisted by a new science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
class taught by Tami Jenkins.

• In her high school update, principal Mellissa Newman said 
the implementation of a school nurse, first approved this summer, 
had been a huge success so far this school year. Newman met with 
nurse Whitney Marsh, Madison Valley Medical Center’s Dr. Mau-
ra Davenport and Chief Nursing Officer Alison Treloar to evaluate 
the first several months of the program. Newman also announced 
the Ennis High School student council’s student of the month Dean 
Comer and teacher of the month Jamie Diehl. 

• Continuing education director Kayla Way presented a list of 
29 classes and workshops to be offered during the winter session of 
2019. Way said it was the largest set of offerings the program has 
had, and the list was unanimously approved by the board. Registra-
tion and information about Ennis Continuing Education programs 
will be online after the new year, Way said. 

• The board approved the addition of Josie Jenkins to Ennis’s 
list of substitute teachers to be used in future terms. Jenkins was 
the valedictorian for the Ennis senior class of 2018 and is in teach-
ing school. Klasna called her someone who “leads by example,” 
and the board unanimously approved adding her to the substitute 
list.

Ennis school board 
nixes TB testing

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Facilitated bargaining date set,
new adult ed courses approved

SHERIDAN—The Sheridan town council took another step to-
ward a new subdivision at its monthly meeting on Monday, December 
10.

Todd Dahlman purchased the 5.27-acre parcel off Tolson Lane 
at the east edge of Sheridan and plans to begin by building his own 
home on the land. But he also hopes to divide the land into as many 
as seven residential lots.

“The genesis of this was to build a house for myself,” Dahlman 
told the council. “But I don’t need five and a quarter acres, and I don’t 
want that much.” 

The only thing Dahlman sought from the council on Monday was 
a commitment to allow him to connect his own home to the city’s 
sewer system via a single pipeline. When and if the subdivision goes 
through later, the business of connecting those homes or building a 
septic system will be revisited.

It would take around 100 days to subdivide the land, Dahlman 
said, followed by an “onerous” process to hook up the lots to the city 
system. Since the production of Dahlman’s home along with a garage 
is the only certain project so far, there are no plans concerning the 
sewer system for the subdivision as a whole yet.

The council unanimously voted to make that commitment allow-
ing Dahlman to hook up to Sheridan’s sewer system, and Dahlman 
showed a preliminary outline of what potential subdivision plans may 

look like. Each lot would be plenty large enough to accommodate a 
3,000 square foot home and a 1,200 square foot outbuilding while 
remaining within the general guideline of having less than 30 percent 
of a lot “under a roof.” Dahlman said those two buildings would con-
stitute about a quarter of the acreage on each of the seven lots.

Another item brought up by members of the council was whether 
the subdivision would be annexed into the Sheridan city limits. While 
no formal move was made toward solidifying that commitment, both 
Dahlman and the council agreed that would be the most efficient and 
desirable avenue.

“It’s the most readily available land to expand into,” said Sheridan 
mayor Bob Stump. “It would be greatly beneficial.”

Annexation would be a relatively simple process, Stump noted. 
The council added that it seemed only natural that a subdivision con-
nected to town sewer and water systems would also be annexed as a 
formal part of the town itself.

On an unrelated note, Stump told the board that the town of Sher-
idan received its closing instructions from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Rural Development program (RD) for the town’s pro-
posed new well. 

Stump described the instructions as a “form letter,” saying that 
it outlined many of the requirements the town has already fulfilled, 
but said that though the process has been slow, he is seeing progress.

“There’s some work our bond council has to do to prepare the 
bond transcript,” Stump told the council. “Before we can go out to 
bid, we have to wait for comments from RD on our proposed contract, 
which has been out for about a week.”

The RD program has 30 days to offer comments on that contract, 
at which point the town can then allow engineers and contractors to 
bid on the project. The hope remains to have the new well project 
underway or completed by next summer.

The Sheridan town council will hold its next meeting on January 
14, at 6 p.m. at the Sheridan town hall.

Sheridan makes progress on future subdivision
Council commits to allow connection 

to town sewer system,
beginning with one home

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

DILLON– Candidates are 
needed for membership on the 
Southwest Montana and Tri-Coun-
ty Resource Advisory Commit-
tees.

Resource Advisory Commit-
tees (RACs) were established to 
review and recommend projects to 
be carried out using Title II fund-
ing under the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determi-
nation Act of 2000 and amended 
through the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2018 (Pub. L. 115-
141).

The purpose of each RAC is 
to improve collaborative relation-
ships among the people that use 
and care for the National Forests 
and to provide advice and recom-
mendations to the Forest Service 
concerning projects and funding 
consistent with Title II of the Act. 

Projects are funded that pro-
tect, restore, and enhance fish and 
wildlife habitat; improve the main-
tenance of existing Forest Service 
infrastructure; protect and en-
hance ecosystems on the national 
forests; and restore and improve 
land health and water quality. Past 
projects include maintenance of 
Forest Service roads, trails and in-
frastructure; replacement of coun-
ty bridges; control of noxious and 
exotic weeds; and reestablishment 
of native species.

In 2018, it’s expected the 
committee will make recom-
mendations concerning projects 
in Beaverhead, Madison, Silver 
Bow, Granite, Powell, Jefferson, 
and Deer Lodge Counties. The 
committees are made of up to15 
representatives. Without simple 
majority of each of the three cate-
gories of members (a quorum), no 
recommendations can be made.

The committee has vacancies 
for members to represent the fol-
lowing interests:

· Outdoor recreation, off-high-
way vehicle users, or commercial 
recreation

· Energy and mineral develop-
ment or commercial or recreational 
fishing interests, commercial tim-
ber industry

· Federal grazing permit hold-
ers or land use permit holders with-
in the RAC area

· Environmental organizations, 
archeological and historical inter-
ests., and others.

An application form and addi-
tional information can be obtained 
from Jeanne Dawson, jeanne.daw-
son@usda.gov, (406) 683-3987, or 
online at https://www.fs.usda.gov/
main/bdnf/workingtogether/advi-
sorycommittees.

Nominations and applications 
are due by January 11, 2019, and 
sent to Dawson.

Applicants sought for National Resource 
Advisory committees

MISSOULA – Expenditures 
from outfitted and guided experi-
ences contribute to a large amount 
of the state’s tourism revenue, ac-
cording to a new report from the 
University of Montana’s Institute for 
Tourism and Recreation Research.

In 2017, spending on outfitters 
and guides rose to the fourth highest 
spending category by nonresident 
visitors to the state, topping out at 
nearly $374 million, or 11 percent, 
of all visitor spending. Only fuel, 
restaurants and lodging outpaced 
the outfitting and guiding sector.

Last year, outfitters and guides 

served more than 700,000 clients, 
63 percent of whom were from out 
of state. These out-of-state visitors 
not only spent money locally on 
their hired guides, but also across 
other sectors of the economy as they 
dined, slept and drove throughout 
the state. In total, visitor groups who 
hired guides spent $791 million.

Traditionally, outfitting and 
guiding in Montana was considered 
a hunting-, fishing- or rafting-based 
industry, but in recent years, this 
definition has become more fully 
encompassing of the Montana out-
door recreation experience. Not only 

do visitors hire guides for fishing, 
hunting and rafting, but also for a 
wide swath of other activities – from 
horseback riding to snowmobiling 
to wildlife viewing and even out-
door education.

By total number of clients 
served, rafting-, floating-, canoe-
ing- and kayaking-type activities 
led the way, with roughly 39 percent 
of all clients taking part in these 
water-based trips. Fishing was the 
next highest client volume activity. 
By revenue generated from the out-
fitters and guides, fishing and hunt-
ing outfitters stood above all others, 

with 33 and 24 percent of all outfit-
ting revenues, respectively.

These visitors spend an average 
of seven nights in Montana, com-
pared to around five for the typical 
visitor. Visitors taking guided trips 
also spend at higher rates than av-
erage – $481 per day compared to 
$128.

The full report is available 
on the ITRR website at https://bit.
ly/2Q4LCJy. All information and re-
ports published by ITRR are online 
at http://itrr.umt.edu/.

Outfitted, guided experiences increasingly crucial to Montana tourism
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

OPINION

OBituaries

Harry C. Marconet died un-
expectedly at his home in Sheri-
dan, on December 4, 2018, at the 
age of 68.

Harry leaves behind a daugh-
ter, Charlotte Allhands (Andy), 
their children, Jerrica and Na-
than; and a son, Harry Jr., sister’s 
Rosalind Lewien (d. Danny), 
and Connie Harrison (Doug), of 
Sheridan, ex-wife Sue, nephews, 
and nieces. Harry is preceded in 
death by his parents, Harry D. 
and Alma F. Marconet.

Harry was born and grew up 
in the small mid-western town of 
Larned, Kansas. He graduated 
from Larned High School and at-
tended Hutchinson Community 
College. Harry joined the United 
States Navy and was stationed in 
Scotland and Adak, Alaska. In 
1977, after his parents retired, 
they moved to Ennis Lake in 
McAllister, MT. A short time 
later, Harry followed his family 
to Montana, where he worked as 
a miner until he retired after 30 
years.

Harry enjoyed listening to 
and playing music. He had a 
great passion for cars and loved 
his dogs. Harry was added much 
happiness to those who knew and 
loved him. Charlotte was always 
there when he needed help. Con-
nie loved her younger brother 
and will miss him dearly. They 
were neighbors for over 20 years.

A private memorial service 
will be held with family and 
friends.

Harry Craig Marconet
December 4, 2018

Marcia passed away on De-
cember 9, 2018 after a short bat-
tle with cancer. 

Marcia was born on July 
24, 1946 in Whitehall, Mon-
tana to Steve and Margaret 
Novich. She was later joined 
by her three brothers Thom-
as, Steve (John) and Donald 
(Frank). Marcia attended and 
graduated Twin Bridges High 
School in 1964. Marcia spent 
her youth working on the family 
ranch doing everything except 
feeding the chickens. Because 
of an altercation with a rooster 
at a young age she was deathly 
afraid of birds. In the summers 
during her high school years 
she worked the horse shows at 
the Madison County Fair. After 
graduation from high school she 
spent some time working for the 
sheriff’s office in Virginia City 
and the library on the campus 
of the University of Montana 
in Missoula. She would re-
turn to Twin Bridges area and 
receive her bachelor’s degree 
from Western Montana College. 
While at Western she would 
meet her husband of 48 years 
William (Bill). They were mar-
ried on July 11, 1970 and would 
soon have two sons, Travis and 
Trenton. Bill and Marcia would 
spend a few years in Harrison, 
Montana where Bill taught 
school and coached. In the early 
eighties they would move back 
to Twin Bridges where they 

would make their home. Marcia 
would spend the next 23 years 
working for the Twin Bridges 
School District. Upon retire-
ment she would spend countless 
hours at the museum in Twin 
Bridges, and working on history 
books of Twin Bridges, the town 
of Rochester, and the Montana 
Children’s Center. 

Marcia enjoyed art in all 
forms spending time painting, 
pottery work, sewing and quilt-
ing. She had made quilts for all 
six of the grandchildren, with 
the granddaughters having their 
own “bug”. One of her biggest 
joys was traveling to watch her 
grandchildren in either sports or 
dance. 

Marcia is preceded in death 
by her parents Steve and Marga-
ret Novich, her brothers Thom-
as Novich, Steven John Novich, 
Donald Frank Novich, her aunt 

Marcia Gae (Novich) Gibson
December 9, 2018

Judith Marceau, uncles Pete 
Novich, and Dan Novich and 
aunt Lucille Novich.

Marcia is survived by her 
husband of 48 years William, 
sons Travis (Ryann), Trenton 
(Sarah), grandchildren Peter, 
Jack, Tyler, Bryanna, Adryana, 
and Aspen. Numerous aunts, un-
cles, and cousins.

Funeral services will take 
place on Sunday December 16, 
2018 in the Old Twin Bridges 
High School gym at 2 pm. In 
lieu of flowers a memorial to the 
Twin Bridges Historical Associ-
ation or the United Vets in Mar-
cia’s name.

Editor:
President Trump doesn’t “believe” the 

latest non-partisan report commissioned by 
Congress involving more than 300 leading 
climate scientists. This study concludes that 
the changing climate will cost our economy 
billions of dollars and drastically disrupt peo-
ple’s lives, including those here in Montana.

However, President Trump comment-

ed that it was “surprisingly cold outside on 
Thanksgiving Day”. Of course it was.  Ex-
treme weather is predicted and happening 
everywhere.

Unfortunately, Mr. Trump’s willingness 
to ignore the conclusions of experts is dan-
gerous to the security and well-being of our 
country. He can believe whatever nonsense 
he wants, but facts are facts.

America should be leading the global 
attempt to curb climate change, not with-
drawing from it. With his inaction, he is 
stealing our children’s and grandchildren’s 
future. Without immediate action, what will 
their world look like in just a few years? It is 
frightening! 

Mary Sedwick, Ennis

By Rhea Landholm, 
Center for Rural Affairs

How do we increase 
healthy, fresh foods in rural 
America? One way is to iden-
tify new opportunities for 
people to access food. Here 
are five suggestions for your 
community.

• Mobile grocery stores or 
veggie vans are refrigerated 
vans or trucks that bring af-
fordable produce into commu-
nities at a certain time and day. 
The stores can be an effective 
way to provide fresh fruits and 
vegetables to communities 
that may not otherwise have 

access to such produce.
• Community-Supported 

Agriculture, or CSAs, func-
tion like a magazine subscrip-
tion—a customer pays in ad-
vance for a season of produce 
deliveries, receiving a “share” 
from a farmer. The farmer 
uses that money to grow food, 
then delivers a weekly box of 
produce to the customer.

• Farmers markets create a 
social environment for com-
munity members to access 
healthy foods and a place for 
local producers to sell their 
products. If the food is fresh 
and affordable, community 
members are willing to sup-

port local farmers and garden-
ers, which benefits the econo-
my.

• Food hubs are networks 
that allow local producers to 
collaborate on marketing and 
distribution. Together, grow-
ers can supply more produce 
to meet larger scale wholesale 
or retail orders. These hubs 
create an opportunity for com-
munities to simultaneously 
improve access to local foods 
and create business for local 
farmers, distributors, and re-
tailers.

• Seed banks operate by 
allowing a person to “check 
out” seeds, rootstocks, or oth-

er plant materials, taking them 
home to grow, then saving 
seeds to give back following 
harvest. Seed banks not only 
protect such plant materials, 
but also provide farmers, gar-
deners, and other growers ac-
cess to seeds.

Established in 1973, the 
Center for Rural Affairs is a 
private, non-profit organi-
zation working to strengthen 
small businesses, family farms 
and ranches, and rural com-
munities through action ori-
ented programs addressing 
social, economic, and environ-
mental issues.

Access points can connect communities with food

Dr. A. Mark Fendrick

The Trump administration 
has proposed sweeping chang-
es to Medicare to curb taxpayer 
spending on prescription drugs. 
These include price setting, re-
vamping how doctors and hospi-
tals acquire drugs, and changing 
how physicians are reimbursed 
for medicines.

The changes apply to “Part 
B,” the component of Medicare 
that covers medicines adminis-
tered in a health-care facility, 
like gene therapies and advanced 
treatments for cancer. Today, 
physicians purchase these medi-
cations directly.

These changes may reduce 
short-term expenditures, but will 
restrict access to lifesaving med-
ications.

The Trump administration’s 
proposal, which is being pitched 
as a five-year experiment in half 
the country, has three key com-
ponents. 

First, it would set prices on 
Part B drugs. Rather than the 
current program, which sets Part 
B reimbursements on the aver-

age U.S. sales price of a drug, the 
government would index pay-
ments to a drug’s average price 
in 16 foreign markets with so-
cialized healthcare systems. 

Second, it would revamp 
the process for acquiring medi-
cines by injecting a middleman 
between physicians and manu-
facturers. These vendors would 
purchase Part B drugs from man-
ufacturers, bill Medicare, and 
distribute them to doctors and 
hospitals. The administration be-
lieves middlemen will negotiate 
better discounts from manufac-
turers.

Finally, the proposal would 
alter the reimbursement formula 
for doctors. Rather than receiv-
ing a 4.3 percent markup, which 
is designed to cover handling, 
storage, and administration, doc-
tors would receive a flat fee for 
each dose administered. Critics 
of the current formula suggest 
that doctors are incentivized to 
prescribe expensive drugs in or-
der to maximize their payout.

The international pricing in-
dex makes little sense. Most of 
those 16 countries keep prices 

artificially low by restricting pa-
tients’ access to care. 

Nearly 90 percent of new 
treatments introduced worldwide 
between 2011 and 2017 were 
available to Americans. In Ja-
pan and Canada, fewer than 50 
percent of new treatments were 
available; in Greece, only 14 per-
cent were. 

History suggests that insert-
ing more middlemen into the 
drug pricing equation won’t curb 
costs. The U.S. government tried 
this approach from 2006 to 2008, 
when Medicare contracted with 
vendors to buy Part B medica-
tions. The government did not 
save money, and the program 
was axed amid disputes over 
contracts and low participation. 

What’s more, a flat fee could 
force some doctors to close their 
doors. Eighty percent of oncolo-
gists already say that reimburse-
ment cuts impact their ability to 
sustain their practices. 

A clinically driven approach 
that ensures seniors have access 
to high-value medicines and 
eliminates the use of care that 
does not improve health could 

save billions and improve the 
health of seniors.

Take “value-based insurance 
design,” or V-BID, a private-sec-
tor driven strategy with biparti-
san political support. In V-BID 
programs, patient cost-sharing 
for certain highly effective drugs 
and procedures are eliminated or 
reduced to encourage their use 
-- even if those services that are 
initially expensive.

Slowing the growth of Medi-
care spending is imperative. Be-
fore we implement policies that 
deny seniors access to effective 
treatments, a focus on the iden-
tification and elimination of 
no-value care should be a prior-
ity.

Dr. A. Mark Fendrick is the 
director of the Center for Val-
ue-Based Insurance Design 
at the University of Michigan, 
where he is also a professor of 
internal medicine in the School 
of Medicine and a professor of 
health management and policy in 
the School of Public Health.

A patient-centered approach to Medicare drug reform
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HELENA – Drivers will 
have more change jingling in 
their pockets this holiday season 
as they save on fuel fill-ups, es-
pecially compared to this sum-
mer. On the week, the national 
average shed 4.4 cents to land at 
$2.399 per gallon. Prices in Mon-
tana dropped 7.6 cents to $2.672.

The duration of the current 
downward price trend is largely 
dependent on crude inventories 
and prices. This comes after 10 
weeks of consecutive inventory 
growth that helped to push crude 
prices to their lowest levels of 
2018 – as cheap as $50/bbl. 

This comes after 10 weeks 
of consecutive inventory growth 
that helped to push crude prices 
to their lowest levels of 2018 – as 
cheap as $50/bbl. 

“With inventories now fall-
ing, crude prices could increase,” 
Donati said. “If this proves true, 

then motorists will likely see 
pump prices increase during the 
first quarter of 2019.”

Missouri and California 
hold the lowest and highest aver-
age price for the lower 48 states 
at $1.983 and $3.419 per gallon.

Montana’s Brand of Banking

MERRY CHRISTMAS
As 2018 comes to a close, 
we thank you for the 
privilege of being your 
neighbor in this wonderful 
community we call home. 
On behalf of all of us at 
Stockman Bank, we wish 
you a very Merry Christmas 
and prosperous New Year.

Member FDIC  |  Equal Housing Lender

WHAT DOES MADISON COUNTY DUI TASK FORCE DO?
• Provides programs to the schools in Health and Wellness and Driver’s Education
• Provides Drug Take Back Containers for Law Enforcement
• Participates in community Health Fairs 
• Supports school sober parties
• Supports and participates in the school’s Business Professionals of America, 

helping students with programs that focus on safety i.e. reducing underage 
drinking and driving impaired. 

• Provides grants to community programs that help reduce underage drinking and 
driving impaired.

• Collects County Data for baseline and trend data
• Supports Responsible Alcohol Sales and Service Trainings
• Supports victim advocate programs that help reduce driving impaired and 

underage drinking
• Supports training for Law Enforcement to reduce underage drinking and impaired 

driving

Support your task force we are making a difference in madison county. 
Madison County Dui Task Force does not use tax payer dollars to fund their programs 
they are funded by re-instatement fees through the department of transportation and 

donations. Please consider donating to the Madison County DUI Task Force… 
if you are interested in one of our programs please give Lynn a call at 406-660-7330

ATTENTION!
 A friendly heads up....

Due to the holiday, our deadline for 
advertisement orders/copy and any 
submissions must be in by Thursday, 
December 20.
Please call with questions!

Thank you all
 for your support!

Happy Holidays!
Love, The Madisonian Team

WHITEFISH – On Thursday, 
December 6, the Interior Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) released its plan to 
mandate an overhaul of state-level 
habitat management plans for the 
greater sage-grouse. The revised 
plan breaks many of the compro-
mises crafted in the 2015 coopera-
tive plans that were finalized under 
the previous administration. 

The overhaul was run by Depu-
ty Secretary of Interior David Bern-
hardt, a former lobbyist and corpo-
rate lawyer. 

“David Bernhardt spent years 
in the private sector advancing the 
policy goals of special interests 
who profit of our public lands,” said 
Jayson O’Neill, Deputy Director of 
Western Values Project. “Despite 
his clear conflicts, Zinke put him 
in charge of ripping apart the plans 
just to help those very industries that 
Bernhardt used to work for, all at the 
expense of habitat, wildlife, and the 

thousands of Americans who asked 
Interior to honor the deal and protect 
our way of life.”

In 2015, the 11 Western states 
that contain the bird’s habitat agreed 
to a sage grouse management plan, 
the result of a collaborative effort 
between multiple stakeholders that 
marked the greatest land conserva-
tion effort in U.S. history. The In-
terior Department began reworking 
the state-level plans in June 2017 to 
ensure they aligned with Secretary 
Zinke’s and the Trump administra-
tion’s policy of energy dominance. 
Western Values Project’s analysis of 
thousands of pages of public docu-
ments found extent of industries in-
fluence over the entire process. 

A recent New York Times sto-
ry, based in part on Western Values 
Project research, exposed the ex-
traordinary amount of access that 
the oil and gas industry had to the 
Interior officials who were conduct-
ing Interior’s sage grouse review last 
summer, and Interior staff’s willing-
ness to grant industry requests. 

Ex-lobbyist turned Interior Dep-
uty David Bernhardt was charged 
with overseeing the greater sage-
grouse management plans overhaul 
shortly after his controversial con-
firmation, an assignment that has 
raised red flags as one of his former 
lobbying clients, the Independent 
Petroleum Association of Ameri-
ca, was one of the industry groups 

pushing hardest to have sage grouse 
protections rolled back. After the re-
view, IPAA even signed onto a letter 
thanking Bernhardt for his efforts 
that benefited the oil and gas indus-
try.

Meanwhile, Westerners have 
been unhappy with the review. In 
January, co-chairs of the Western 
Governors Association Matt Mead 
and John Hickenlooper sent a letter 
to Deputy Secretary Bernhardt ex-
pressing their disappointment that 
Western states weren’t being includ-
ed in the changes Interior was mak-
ing to sage grouse protection efforts.

Americans have submitted over 
half a million comments urging the 
Interior Department and the Bu-
reau of Land Management to honor 
the deal that was agreed to in 2015. 
Whether or not Interior was valu-
ing public input on the sage grouse 
review was called into question in 
March, when it was revealed that 
nearly 100,000 public comments 
submitted to BLM hadn’t been 
counted.

Western Values Project, based in 
Whitefish, Montana, defends Amer-
ica’s public lands through research 
and public education in order to 
hold policymakers and elected lead-
ers accountable for jeopardizing the 
West’s outdoor heritage.

DOI’s Bernhardt overhauls grouse plans 
to benefit special interests, say WVP

Mandate breaks 
deal, a loss for

Westerners, 
public lands, 

wildlife

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. 
Senator Jon Tester’s bill to help ad-
dress the Missing and Murdered In-
digenous Women epidemic unani-
mously passed the Senate Thursday 
night, just a few weeks after the 
Senate Indian Affairs Committee 
unanimously voted to send Savan-
na’s Act to the Senate floor.

“All of us must work together 
to end this epidemic,” Tester said. 
“Savanna’s Act would ensure we 
all have access to the most compre-
hensive data regarding these crimes 
and make sure law enforcement 
agencies are on the same page as 
they investigate this unacceptable 
epidemic.”

According to the National Insti-

tute of Justice, more than 80 percent 
of native women have experienced 
violence—almost half within the 
last year. As a senior member and 
former Chairman of the Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee, Tester 
has worked hard to raise awareness 
about this epidemic, support survi-
vors, and bring their assailants to 
justice.

Savanna’s Act would require 
the U.S. Department of Justice 
to better collect and report crime 
data and increase access to federal 
crime databases that track missing 
persons across Indian Country. It 
would also create standard guide-
lines for responding to cases of 
missing and murdered indigenous 

women, laying out a clear frame-
work for cooperation between 
tribal, federal, state, and local law 
enforcement agencies.

Earlier this year, Tester secured 
a historic $133 million to help 
tribes assist survivors of violent 
crimes through the Crime Victims 
Fund and is sponsoring legislation 
to make this funding permanent. 
The SURVIVE Act was passed 
unanimously out of Committee and 
is currently awaiting a vote on the 
Senate floor.

Tester has called for a Senate 
hearing on the Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women epidem-
ic, which will take place on Decem-
ber 12, 2018.

Senate passes Tester’s bill to address missing 
and murdered indigenous women epidemic

NORRIS - The hibernal or winter solstice is an as-
tronomical phenomenon marking the day with the short-
est period of daylight and the longest night of the year. 
It occurs when one of the Earth’s poles has achieved a 
maximum tilt away from the Sun. 

This happens twice yearly: In the Northern Hemi-
sphere this is the December solstice, which takes place 
December 21 or 22. In the Southern Hemisphere, the 
seasons are flipped and this takes place June 20 or 21, 
their wintertime.

During the winter solstice the Sun travels the short-
est path through the sky, marking the traditional begin-
ning of “true” winter. 

After the solstice, each day, the daylight period will 
grow longer, until the vernal or spring equinox, a period 
when daylight and nighttime are of equal lengths, which 
takes place March 20 or 21 in the Northern Hemisphere 
and September 22 or 23 in the Southern Hemisphere. 
The vernal equinox is celebrated in many cultures are 
a time of rebirth. 

Winter, says Joanne Gardner, of Norris Hot Springs, 
is when things really get cranking.

“The staff has insured that all pumps, lines and sup-
port gear are ready to insure the Water of the Gods is 
ready for happy people to soak,” she says. “The kitchen 
is primed with delicious nutritious food and many drink 
options for the whole family or gang. The night sky get-
ting darker gives you one of those amazing Montana 
opportunities – sitting in a soothing wooden pool full of 
hot water with stars twinkling above on a freezing night. 
That just doesn’t happen in Florida.”

To celebrate the winter solstice, or if you’ve got folks 
on your shopping list who are hard to buy for, Gardner 
suggested picking up some “soak passes” at Norris Hot 
Springs. “They fit everyone and work 12 months a year,” 
she joked!

If you’ve decided to skip the holiday hub-bub, here’s 
what Norris Hot Springs has lined up:

• Friday, December 21 – Welcome the solstice with a 
new artist: Bozeman-based A Band Called Luck. Their 
first record is due out in early 2019. For more information 
visit their website www.whattheluckband.com.

• Saturday, December 22 - Aaron Banfield, anoth-
er Bozeman artist, sings and plays originals along with 
some known and obscure covers ranging from ballads to 
up-tempo tunes. 

• Sunday, December 23 - Wind up the solstice week-
end with Jessica Eve Lechner, a Billings-based singer/
songwriter who brings a folk sound that is driven by 
genuine, original songs as well as a few covers from 
acts such as Grace Potter and the Beatles, Lechner is an 
amazing performer.

For more information on hours, the designated driv-
er free soak program, winter menu or more, visit www.
norrishotsprings.com. Or call (406) 685-3303

Celebrate the hibernal solstice 
at Norris Hot Springs

Soak passes make a great solstice gift, says 
Norris Hot Springs’ Joanne Gardner (Submitted)

Falling gas pump prices making spirits bright
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Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Chris Murphy
Sales Associate

406.570.1555

Tanya Matson
Sales Associate

406.580.6987

www.PureWestRealEstate.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed

39 Aurora Creek Road | McAllister

Premier mountain ranch.  723 +/- 
acres bordering National Forest.

Offered at $3,150,000 | MLS# 321477

I CAME, 
I EXPLORED,

I stayed.

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  R O U N D U P

The Madison County District Court scheduled proceedings for six criminal cases the 
week of December 17:

• Jeb Floyd Smithson faces a total of eleven charges from three cases: felony possession 
of methamphetamine, unauthorized use of a motor vehicle without the owner’s consent, 
possession of drug paraphernalia for pipes and syringes found in Smithson’s possession, 
driving with a suspended or revoked license, driving without liability insurance, failure to 
secure license plates, a speed infraction on Montana highway 41 and a seatbelt violation 
were all brought in 2017. Smithson pleaded not guilty to all eight charges. He also faces 
charges of failure to register as a violent offender, felony theft and misdemeanor obstruction 
of a peace officer. Smithson was arrested earlier this year after failing to appear for a court 
appearance.

• Kelly Ann Henderson faces a petition to revoke a suspended sentence for drug and al-
cohol-related probation violations. Henderson pled guilty to a fourth or subsequent offense 
of driving under the inf luence, a felony, back in 2010, and was found guilty of previous 
probation violations in 2014. Another arrest warrant was issued after further violations in 
2016, and Henderson was arrested in November.

• Jennifer Rose Lince is charged with felony exploitation of an older person for allegedly 
using her grandmother’s funds or assets with intent to temporarily or permanently deprive 
her of those assets, between May and September of this year. Lince has pleaded not guilty 
to the charge.

• Jessica Logan Bosch is charged with aggravated driving under the inf luence, opera-
tion of a motor vehicle by a habitual traffic offender, driving without motor vehicle insur-
ance and driving with an expired vehicle registration. Bosch pleaded not guilty to all four 
charges.

• Peter William Miller is charged with strangulation of a partner or family member, a 
felony to which he initially pleaded not guilty this July. Miller later entered a guilty plea 
and awaits sentencing.

• Kymberlie Alyssa Saunders was charged with criminal distribution of dangerous drugs 
and criminal possession of dangerous drugs for alleged possession and distribution of mar-
ijuana in June of this year. Saunders was also charged with attempting to obstruct a peace 
officer for allegedly telling an officer that she had a medical marijuana card, as well as four 
counts of criminal possession of drug paraphernalia. Saunders pleaded not guilty to all 
seven charges in July, and a charge of solicitation of tampering with physical evidence was 
added to the list in August when evidence was found that Saunders may have asked a friend 
to destroy or damage her phone to make evidence unrecoverable.

HELENA – AAA projects 
a record-breaking 112.5 million 
Americans will travel this holiday 
season, meaning more than one-
third of all Americans will take to 
the nation’s roads and skies later 
this month. That’s a 4.4 percent in-
crease over last year and the most 
since AAA has been tracking hol-
iday travel.

“This is projected to be the 
busiest holiday travel season in our 
country’s history,” said Michelle 
Donati, spokesperson for AAA 
Montana. “There will be almost 
5 million more people traveling 
in 2018 compared with last year. 
This continues a nationwide trend 
of holiday travel growth over the 
last decade, driven by low unem-
ployment and rising incomes, as 
well as stable prices for goods and 
services.”

By the Numbers: AAA’s 2018 
Holiday Travel Forecast:

• Hitting the Road: The vast 
majority of people - more than 102 
million - will hit the road between 
Saturday, Dec. 22 and Tuesday, 
Jan. 1, an increase of 4.4 percent 
over last year’s traffic. Gas prices 
have fallen in recent weeks, with 
a statewide average of $2.70 as of 
December 10, 8-cents more than a 
year ago.

• Fuller skies: More than 6.7 
million Americans will take flight, 
up about 4.2 percent from last 
year. Expect the nation’s airports 

to be extremely busy — this is 
AAA’s highest projected air travel 
forecast since 2003.

• Car rental costs rising: Trav-
elers can expect to pay the highest 
prices for car rentals in 10 years. 
At $76, the average daily rate is 3 
percent higher than last year.

• Hotel prices mixed: Travelers 
will also pay a bit more at AAA 
Two Diamond hotels, where prices 
are 1 percent more than last year, 
or $122 per night. Conversely, the 
average rate for AAA Three Dia-
mond hotels has fallen 3 percent to 
an average nightly cost of $152.

INRIX, a global mobility an-
alytics company, expects driv-
ers will experience the greatest 
amount of congestion before 
the holiday week – starting on 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 – as com-
muters and holiday travelers mix 
on our nation’s busiest roadways. 
Thursday, Dec. 20 will be the na-
tion’s worst day to travel. Avoid 
traveling during peak commuting 
hours. If schedules allow, leave 
bright and early, or after the morn-
ing commute.

This holiday season, Saturday, 
December 22, Sunday, December 
23 and Wednesday, December 26 
will be the busiest days in the skies 
and at the airports.

“In most cases, the lightest 
days to travel will be on Christ-
mas Day or Christmas Eve,” Do-
nati said. “Travelers should expect 

big crowds at airports, and should 
be prepared to arrive at least two 
hours before their departure.”

Also, AAA expects to rescue 
more than 960,0000 motorists at 
the roadside over the 11-day trav-
el period. Dead batteries, lockouts 
and flat tires will be the leading 
reasons AAA members will ex-
perience car trouble. AAA rec-
ommends motorists take their ve-
hicle to a trusted repair facility to 
perform any needed maintenance 
before heading out. Oil changes, 
fluid level checks, battery tests 
and tire inspections go a long way 
toward reducing the chances of a 
breakdown.

About AAA Montana:
AAA has a proud history of 

serving Members for over 100 
years. AAA is on a mission to cre-
ate Members for life by unleash-
ing the innovative spirit of 4,000 
employees representing nearly 6 
million Members across North-
ern California, Arizona, Utah, 
Nevada, Montana, Wyoming and 
Alaska. In addition to legendary 
roadside assistance, AAA offers 
home, auto and life insurance, and 
extraordinary travel services. Ac-
cording to Via Magazine’s Smart 
Guide, being a AAA Member can 
save you more than $1,200 a year. 
Learn more at AAA.com.

AAA: One-in-three Americans will travel this 
holiday season, the most on record

We want to welcome everyone to our  

Madison Valley Baptist Church
(406)682.4244   5050 US Hwy. 287 North, Ennis

(across the highway from the Firehouse in Ennis)

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Thursday, December 24th at 6 p.m.

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

FINANCIAL FOCUS BROUGHT TO YOU BY ALEX BUELL, FINANCIAL ADVISOR AT EDWARD JONES

As the year winds down, you may want to 
look ahead to see which areas of your 
life you can improve in 2019. Perhaps 

you’ll decide to exercise more, eat healthier foods, 
reconnect with old friends or volunteer at a school 
or charitable organization. All these goals are 
certainly worthwhile – but you also may want to 
add some New Year’s financial resolutions to your 
list. 

Here are a few ideas to consider: 
• Boost contributions to your employer-

sponsored retirement plan. Good news! 
Contribution limits will be increasing for many 
employer-sponsored retirement plans.  

For 2019, you can contribute up to $19,000 
(up from $18,500 in 2018), or $25,000 (up from 
$24,500 in 2018) if you’re 50 or older to your 
401(k) or similar employer-sponsored retirement 
plan. It’s usually a good idea to contribute as much 
as you can afford to your employer’s plan, as your 
contributions may lower your taxable income, 
while any earnings growth is tax-deferred. (Keep 
in mind that taxes are due upon withdrawal, and 
withdrawals prior to age 59 ½ may be subject to a 
10% IRS penalty.)

 At a minimum, put in enough to earn your 
employer’s matching contribution, if one is 
offered. 

• Try to “max out” on your IRA. Even if you 
have a 401(k) or similar plan, you can probably 
still invest in an IRA. For 2019, you can put in 
up to $6,000 in a traditional or Roth IRA (up 
from $5,500 in 2018), or $7,000 (up from $6,500) 
if you’re 50 or older. (Income restrictions apply 
to Roth IRAs.) Contributions to a traditional 
IRA may be tax-deductible, depending on your 
income, and any earnings growth is tax-deferred. 
Roth IRA contributions are not deductible, but 
earnings growth can be withdrawn tax-free, 
provided you don’t start taking withdrawals until 
you are 59 ½ and you’ve had your account at least 

five years. You can put most types of investments 
– stocks, bonds, mutual funds, government 
securities and so on – into an IRA, so it can 
expand your options beyond those offered in your 
401(k) or similar plan.

• Build an emergency fund. Try to build an 
emergency fund containing three to six months’ 
worth of living expenses, with the money held in 
a low-risk, liquid account. This fund can help you 
avoid dipping in to your long-term investments 
to pay for unexpected costs, such as a major car 
repair.

• Control your debts. Do what you can to keep 
your debts under control. Ultimately, the less you 
have to spend on debt payments, the more you can 
invest for your future.

• Don’t overreact to financial market volatility. 
In 2018 – especially the last few months of the 
year – we saw considerable market volatility, with 
huge drops and big gains in rapid succession. 
What will 2019 bring? It’s always difficult – and 
usually futile – trying to forecast the market’s 
performance over the course of an entire year. But, 
in any case, try not to overreact to whatever ups 
and downs we may experience. Instead, continue 
pursuing an investment strategy that’s appropriate 
for your goals, risk tolerance and time horizon. 

Following these suggestions can help you 
become a better investor in 2019 – and beyond.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer 
in all states and Washington,D.C., through Edward 
D. Jones & Co.,L.P., and in California, New 
Mexico and Massachusetts through Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of California,L.L.C.; Edward 
Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and 
Edward Jones Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, 

Consider Some New Year’s 
Financial Resolutions  

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice.

Student 
of the 
Week

Madison Reynolds, a 
first grader at Harrison 
Elementary School, 

has been chosen as the 
Harrison Student of the Month!  
Madison is a kind, considerate 
little lady, who always does her 
best in all that she does.  She 
is always willing to do more 

than is expected of her.  Madison is a friend to all and is a joy 
to have in class.  Madison is the daughter of Travis and Melinda 
Reynolds.  Congratulations, Madison, and keep up the good 
work!! 

We are proud of YOU!

Excavation • Construction • Hauling

406.685.3372
105 Sterling Rd. Norris, Montana
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Seniors
Riah Edsall
Taryn Johnson
Brikayla Salerno 
Makenna Adams* 
Ayden Anderson*
Jace Caprara* 
Cole Escott*
Nora Humbert*
Anna Kaiser*
Blu Keim*
Ethan Kneeland*
Daniel Kruer*
Clancy Phillips*
Jovenai Rosselott* 
Steven Smathers

Juniors
Mike Baughn
Avery Georg
Aaron Grabil
Brooke Mehlhoff
Rob Dale*
Ashleigh Guin-
nane*
Trystan Harmon*
Jake Hughes*
Nate Konen*
Kenna Millhouse*
Bryce Nye*
Isaiah Redfield* 
Dante’ Salerno*
CJ Wayland*
Kiki Kelly

Sophomores
Axton Anderson
Molly Humbert 
Hadley Johnson *

Matthew Kaiser *
Charlie Kruer *
Will Morris*
Delilah Puckett*
Hunter Sager*
Kyie Salerno*
Trista Sarles-Red-
field *
Carl Shaw*
Tate Smith*
Bailey Stockett*

Freshmen
Addie Baker
Chase Fitzpatrick 
Landen Wentzel 
Pablo Babcock*
Jasmine Banks *
Kara Dale*
Kate Fisher*
Christopher Fraser*
Lilly Grabil*
Morgan Hendrick-
son*
Sam Konen*
Hailey Pack* 
Tyler Pancost*
Francesca Pollore-
na*
Lexie Stockett*
Mhanon Sullivan* 
Ethan Wayland*
Riky Puckett
Taylor Smith
  

8th Grade
Leah Carter
Millie Reynolds
Ellen Humbert *

Reid Johnson*
Callie Kaiser*
Connor Nye*
Zeke Redfield*
McKenzie Stack*
Wiley Stockett*
Ruby Waller*

7th Grade
Ryan Baughn
Wyatt Frandsen
Pat Poirier
Jaxon Rosselott
Turner Stockett
Allie Dale *
George Dawson *
Ayla Janzen*
Emma Konen* 
Emily LaYacona*
Cecilia Madden*
Ellianna Meek*
Amanda 
Millhouse*
Kyle Pancost*
Layne Smith*
Evan Smith 

6th Grade  
Kole Anderson
Janel Baker
Mila Dawson*
Cody Fuller
Ben Humbert*
Audery Kish
Lily Mooney
Kris Poirier*
Mary Reynolds
Ben Wayland*
August Witham

Mila Dawson

5th Grade
Andrew Anderson
Brooke Anderson
Ethan Babcock
Andrew Frecker
Mavrick Greemore
Gabrielle Gruby
Kristen Nelson
David Stack 
Lilly Stockett
Mavrick Greemore
Gabby Gruby
Maisy Hutchinson*
Kinsey Johnson*
Aidan Manger
Kristen Nelson
David Stack
Lilly Stockett*
Aurora Todd-
Sporich

4th Grade
Flint Janzen
Adrienne Meek
Lila Smith
Matthew Stensrud 

Zane Williams
Jessica Yeager
 

3rd Grade
Abrianna Brannon
Brandt Nelson
Levi Stonebraker

2nd Grade
Lilly Banks
Mikayla Head
Ryder Reynolds
Dallin Smith
Tanner Stonebraker

1st Grade
Sydnee Anderson
Tyson Ferris
Jean Hayden

Kindergarten
Johnny Banks
Makkotah Oswald
Brynnlee Reynolds
Roree Smith

(*Denotes High 
Honor Roll)

TWIN BRIDGES – Twin Bridges school district has released the names of students added to the honor 
roll. They are:

Madison County 

December 9 - 15 , 2018.
D I S P AT C H

December 9 - Citizen Assist in 400 
Blk Hugel St., Ennis; Suspicious Cir-
cumstances in Jeffers area, Ennis; Theft 
Complaint on Flyfisher Ln., Alder; Coro-
ner Call in Twin Bridges; Suspicious Cir-
cumstances on Sand Coulee Rd., Sheri-
dan.

December 10 - Suspicious Circum-
stances in 100 Blk Main St., Norris; Sus-
picious Circumstances in 200 Blk Mill 
St., Sheridan; Medical Aid in 100 Blk W. 
Wallace St., Virginia City; Medical Aid 
in 400 Blk W. Hugel St., Ennis; Theft 
Complaint in 400 W Hugel St., Ennis; 
Welfare Check in 200 Madison St Sher-
idan

Accident on MT Hwy 84, MM 3, Nor-
ris; Welfare Check in 300 Blk Ruby St., 
Sheridan; Welfare Check in 100 Blk W. 
Main St., Ennis.

December 11 - Accident on US Hwy 
287, MM 59, McAllister; Accident on 
US Hwy 287 / MT Hwy 87, Cameron; 
Animal Complaint on Deer Ln., Ennis; 

Fire Complaint on US Hwy 287, MM 64, 
Norris; Wildlife Complaint US Hwy 287, 
MM 40, Cameron.

December 12 - Trucking Complaint 
on US Hwy 287, MM 37, Cameron; Acci-
dent in 200 Blk N. Main St., Ennis; Fire 
Complaint on Mill Creek Rd., Sheridan.

December 13 - Animal Complaint on 
Grizzly Mountain Ln., Cameron; Traf-
fic Complaint on US Hwy 287, MM 40, 
Cameron.

December 14 - Alarm Call in 300 Blk 
Madison St Sheridan

December 15 - Disturbance in 100 
Blk W. Main St., Ennis; Traffic Com-
plaint on US Hwy 287, MM 57, McAl-
lister; Citizen Assist in 400 Blk Beaver-
head St., Ennis; Traffic Complaint on 
MT Hwy 41, MM 50, Silver Star; Traffic 
Complaint on Main St., Twin Bridges; 
Animal Complaint on MT Hwy 55, MM 
1, Silver Star.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

Well up to now there’s been little snow. So I was 
wondering how Santa’s going to get here?  ‘Cause 

sleighs don’t go so good on dirt  you know.  I was hoping 
purrrhaps he’d be able to get me a loving home with 
playmates and loves. I’ll be purrraying for sure.  Hope 
someone sees me and calls Misty at 439-1405 about me 
soon.  Time’s running out.  Love and purrs, Wesley

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Wesley(406)684-5831

M  untain ViewVeterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewVeterinary

The Madison 
County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to 
67 Calls for Service 
from Dec. 9-15.

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Charlie Ziting
The Ennis Lions Club is busy year-round, 

but as they do for everyone, things get a little 
more hectic around the holidays.

For Charlie Ziting, the added rush isn’t a 
bother. Ziting is one of the Lions’ year-round 
volunteers, and has been since shortly after he 
and his wife moved to Ennis from Northern 
Utah a dozen years ago. 

This year, Ziting and his wife, Cherrie—who 
was recently featured in another volunteer 
spotlight—provided hot chocolate to revelers 
at Ennis’s Christmas Stroll during the tree 
lighting at Lion’s Park, which Charlie had 
helped decorate in the week leading up to the 
stroll. Complete with a nativity scene, be-
decked trees and light strings galore, the park 

was fully decked out for Christmas.
Charlie also teaches adult education through 

Ennis Schools, and is helping one of his fellow 
teachers build a house on the weekends. He 
helps with weekly pickups for donations to the 
Lions Club auction that takes place each May, 
helps maintain Lions Park year-round and has 
even served as Santa Claus at the Ennis Ele-
mentary Christmas concert, where he handed 
out goodie bags to enthusiastic performers.

“Anytime we’re helping out the kids we just 
love it,” he says. “There’s just so much true 
enjoyment in their eyes.”

But he doesn’t take the credit all for himself. 
It’s a team effort with many members of the 
community, and it’s his chance to give back.

“Everything we do is for the community,” he 
says. “There’s just a whole lot to do, and it’s a 
lot of fun.”

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

Charlie Ziting, year-round Ennis Lions Club volunteer.

HALO Studio HAIR

215 S. FIRST STREET, 
ENNIS

406-224-1822

ANGELA POST, OWNER

A Divine Experience 
In Hair Design

Gift Certificate

HALO Studio HAIR

To:     Amount:

From: 

Authorized Signature:         Expiration Date:

Someone you care about!
$ Depends!

You
Angela Post

N/A

‘Tis the season of giving!

Give a gift certificate from HALO

Twin Bridges honor roll announced
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Cloudy. High 32, low 10. Winds 
SSW 7 mph, 20 percent chance of 
precipitation.

“Lord, make me an 
instrument of thy 
peace. Where there 
is hatred, let me sow 
love.”

Francis of Assisi

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Partly cloudy. High 34, low 18, 
Winds SSW 6 mph, 20 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Mostly cloudy. High 31, low 16. 
Winds SW 4 mph, 20 percent 
chance of precipitation.

AM snow showers. High 37, low 
18. Winds SW 8 mph, 40 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High40, low 21. 
Winds S11 mph, 0 percent chance 
of precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

Lifesavers...
ABOVE LEFT – Members of Ennis Ambulance Service, Madison Valley Medical Center and community practiced their CPR skills 
under the direction of Jamie McBirnie, local instructor.  Class members spent time with “Annie”, the CPR mannequin, working 
on chest compressions. Participants also practiced using an AED (automated external defibrillator) that automatically diagnoses 
irregular heartbeats and can deliver a shock to the heart if needed. ABOVE RIGHT – Donna Evans, Captain of the Ennis Ambulance 
Service, and Richard Sneigoski practice CPR with “Annie.” One partner starts chest compressions while the other partner starts 
ventilations with an adjunct airway and a BVM (Bag Valve Mask). Instructor Jamie McBirnie looks on. (Submitted)

Ms. Myers’ Ennis 1st grade class spent lunchtime on Monday, 
December 10, turning locally-grown carrots into “Frosty’s 
Nose Noodles” as part of the Ennis Schools Harvest of the 
Month program, led by culinary arts teacher Jamie Diehl. See 
Page B1 for the story. (R. Colyer)

HELENA – Auditor Matt 
Rosendale recently announced that 
a fraud case before his office has re-
sulted in more than $1.2 million in 
fines and restitution from New York 
brokerage firm Alexander Capital 
and its employees.

Rosendale’s office worked with 
the federal Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) to resolve the 
case involving two Montanans who 
live in Townsend and Chester. Both 
Montanans were victims of fraudu-
lent and unethical financial practices 
of Alexander Capital salespersons.

Rosendale’s office alleged that 
Alexander Capital and its salesper-

sons William Gennity, Joseph Con-
nolly and Ryan Murnane engaged in 
the unethical and fraudulent practic-
es of unauthorized trading, exces-
sive trading, and unsuitable trading 
in the brokerage accounts of the two 
Montanans.

It was also alleged that Alex-
ander Capital’s officers and super-
visors, Barry Eisenberg, Timothy 
Stack and Rocco Guidicipietro 
failed to reasonably supervise Gen-
nity, Connolly and Murnane, and 
failed to comply with a heightened 
supervision agreement involving 
Murnane. 

Alexander Capital charged 

the Montana residents more than 
$350,000 in commissions and 
the two investors lost more than 
$600,000 due to the unethical and 
fraudulent practices.

The Auditor’s office settled 
with Alexander Capital, Eisenberg, 
Stack, Guidicipietro and Gennity 
and held a hearing regarding Con-
nolly and Murnane. 

As a result, Alexander Capi-
tal has paid the Townsend resident 
$50,853 and the Chester resident 
$45,800. Alexander Capital also 
paid a $100,000 fine and another al-
most $10,000 to a company associat-
ed with the Townsend resident.

Rosendale also ordered Connol-
ly to pay $200,000 in restitution to 
the Townsend resident and another 
$35,000 to the resident’s company. 
Murnane was ordered to pay over 
$300,000 in restitution to the Ches-
ter resident.

Connolly was also fined 
$200,000 and Murnane was fined 
$300,000. The two men must also 
reimburse Rosendale’s office nearly 
$11,000 for investigation costs. The 
SEC recently settled with Gennity, 
who has paid additional restitution 
to the Townsend resident. 

Gennity is no longer in the secu-
rities industry.

Fraud case yields more than $1.2 million in fines, restitution

NEW BUSINESS!
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ENNIS—The Ennis Schools Harvest of the 
Month program continued in December with 
another local crop, one that will also make an ap-
pearance on the faces of some snowmen this win-
ter: carrots.

One of the most popular vegetables eaten in 
the United States—the average person eats around 
17 pounds of them per year—carrots are an excel-
lent source of beta carotene and vitamin C. The 
former, which was first discovered in carrots and 
thus partially named for them, is a member of the 
vitamin A family, is most commonly known for 
its contribution to healthy eyesight. However, it is 
also essential for healthy skin, as well as having 
antioxidant properties that make it beneficial to 
immune systems.

Vitamin C has many of the same properties, 
as well as such strong benefits to the immune sys-
tem that some say it can mitigate the symptoms 
of the common cold. It’s been attributed to every-
thing from reduced risk of heart disease, cancer 
and stroke to better eye health and even greater 
life expectancy. A cup of carrots carries around 
13 percent of the recommended daily value of the 
scurvy-fighting vitamin.

Students in Stephanie Myers’ first grade class 
got to learn about growing and preparing carrots 
with Ennis Food and Culinary Science (FCS) 
teacher Jamie Diehl, who also helps coordinate 
the Ennis GROWW program (which focuses on 
Gardens, Resources, the Outdoors, Wildlife and 
Watersheds) and oversees the activities of the 
school garden. Diehl got Ennis Schools involved 

in the Harvest of the Month program, an offering 
of Montana State University Food and Health Lab. 

Each month, the students get to learn where 
a new crop comes from—always one that can be 
grown in their very own school garden. In the case 
of carrots, seeds are planted about a month be-
fore the first frost and can even last in the ground 
through the winter, making them a good option to 
grow in a cold place like Montana. 

After exploring the growing process and the 
nutritional characteristics of the month’s crop, stu-
dents get their hands dirty in the kitchen. The Har-
vest of the Month program provides educational 
information, book recommendations, history and 
recipes to make lessons both interactive and pro-
ductive.

So, at lunchtime on Monday, December 10, 
Diehl and Myers led the first graders in preparing 
“Frosty’s Nose Noodles,” with the help of some 
high school students who helped with equipment 
like sharp peelers and a new gadget some of the 
younger students hadn’t seen before, a spiralizer.

Clamping the carrots into a brace, they turned 
a hand crank (with a little help from the big kids) 
and watched as carrot-noodles spilled out the other 
end. Roasted with olive oil and garlic and topped 
with some parmesan cheese, they became such a 
hit they might replace real noodles. 

Well, maybe not. But thanks to Harvest of the 
Month, local snowman-builders may have to find 
an alternative vegetable to create the noses for 
their wintry friends.

Spiralizing
Frosty’s Nose

Harvest of the Month: 

Ennis Elementary students continue learning about 
eating local

Some of the first-grade students learning about preparing and cooking local carrots 
used a spiralizer for the first time on Monday, December 10. It took a little bit of elbow 
grease, so help from some high school students was appreciated. (R. Colyer)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

ABOVE – Guests at the Elling House’s annual Splendid Feast enjoyed lights and festive decorations on 
every available space on December 14 and 15, to say nothing of the locally-prepared four-course meal 
that was the centerpiece of the event.

A feast fit for a king (or three)
Wine, wassail and other festive holiday beverages flowed at the Splendid Feast, which sold out long 
before the event took place. Organizers have considered adding a third day to future events since the 
Splendid Feast has proved so popular. (R. Colyer photos)

VIRGINIA CITY – The Elling House Arts and Hu-
manities Center’s annual Splendid Feast was its usual 
rousing success the weekend of Friday and Saturday, 
December 14-15. Both evenings of the feast—which 
featured handmade decorations, a four-course dinner, 
seasonal beverages and festive music—sold out well in 
advance, which wasn’t a surprise to organizers.

The Center was decked out in finery, including hun-

dreds of local fir boughs and ornaments to fit the build-
ing’s historic heritage. Each evening of the Splendid 
feast accommodated around 35 people, who then bid 
on the handmade wreath centerpieces to raise money 
for the many concerts, crafting events and educational 
programs put on by the Elling House throughout the 
year.

ABOVE – Wreaths made of local boughs by volunteers and 
local artists served as both centerpieces and auction items at 
the Splendid Feast.
LEFT – Splendid Feast guests were greeted by festive deco-
rations before they even entered the Elling House; lights and 
trees lined the entryway, as well as votives guiding guests 
from the parking lot.



We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

682-4223  ~  305 Main Street  Ennis, MT  59729

Happy Holidays

HOLIDAY HOURS

December 24th 8-1
December 25th CLOSED

December 31st 8-5
January 1st CLOSED

All the best to you and yours 
during this holiday season!

Hospital and Emergency Department Open 24/7

health & Wellness
By Janet Howard-Ducsay

With all the activity and 
the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays, a person with diabe-
tes should be extra attentive to 
their foot care. Between walk-
ing the malls, wearing holiday 
shoes that are often too tight, 
and not having time for daily 
foot exams and having hol-
iday pedicures foot wounds 
can occur within a short peri-
od of time and go unnoticed. 

A person with diabetes 
should exam their feet daily 
and twice a day if they have 
a wound, area of redness, cut 
or infection. Circulation is of-
ten decreased in a person with 
diabetes, and this can lead to 
poor wound healing. Neuropa-
thy (damage or disease affect-
ing the nerves) or Peripheral 

Artery Disease (PAD) are re-
sponsible for poor circulation 
in the person with diabetes. 
Many people with diabetes 
also have diminished sensa-
tion of their lower extremities 
and may not be aware that a 
wound or foreign object is 
present in their foot. I per-
sonally have had patients with 
sewing needles and hardware 
nails in their feet from step-
ping on them and were com-
pletely unaware until a seri-
ous infection had set in.

The daily exam should in-
clude both a visual inspection 
as well as a tactile inspection. 
Look and feel for redness, 
swelling, blisters, calluses, 
cuts, or soreness. You can 
do this as you wash and dry 
your feet daily. It is essen-
tial to keep the area between 
your toes dry. Feet are often 
very dry, and a non-fragrance 
lotion is beneficial to put on 
the tops and bottoms of your 
feet but do not put lotion be-
tween your toes. It creates too 
much moisture and can lead 
to fungus. Trim your toenails 
straight across and file the 
edges with an emery board or 
nail file. Using nail clippers 
causes a risk of a cut. If you 
go to a salon for a pedicure 
make sure that you bring your 
personal tools and the salon 
maintains high standards of 
cleanliness.

Shoes should be well fit-
ting and wide box-like around 
the toes. Narrow shoes can 
contribute to blisters, callus-
es, and bunions. Never treat 
corns or calluses yourself. No 
“bathroom surgery” or med-

icated pads. For these issues 
visit your health care provid-
er for appropriate treatment. 
Check your shoes before put-
ting them on to make sure the 
lining is smooth, and there 
is nothing in them like a spi-
der or foreign object. Socks 
should be well fitting, keeping 
your feet dry and comfortable. 
There are quite a few socks 
that advertise being for “dia-
betic feet.” Clean white cotton 
socks that are well fitting will 
do the trick.

Protect your feet from hot 
and cold especially this time 
of year. Test bath water before 
entering, lukewarm water is 
best. Avoid using heating pads 
or bottles and use caution us-
ing foot warmers in your 
boots or skis. When walking 
in the cold or snow make sure 
that your feet have the best 
protection from the cold.

Keep your feet active to 
enhance your circulation. 
Put your feet up when sitting. 
Wiggle your toes and move 
your ankles up and down for 
five minutes, two or three 
times a day. Don’t cross your 
legs for long periods. Don’t 
smoke.

By maintain healthy blood 
glucose levels, staying active 
and taking the best care of 
your feet it can be a happy, 
healthy time of the year. 

Janet Howard-Ducsay is a 
RN Certified Diabetes Educa-
tor who lives in Ennis. 

Holiday foot care for diabetics

By Dr. Francis Collins
Experiencing a range of emo-

tions is a normal part of human 
life, but much remains to be dis-
covered about the neuroscience of 
mood. In a step toward unraveling 
these mysteries, researchers recent-
ly identified a distinctive pattern of 
brain activity associated with wors-
ening mood, particularly among 
people who tend to be anxious.

In the new study, researchers 
studied 21 people who were hos-
pitalized as part of preparation for 
epilepsy surgery, and took con-
tinuous recordings of the brain’s 
electrical activity for seven to 10 
days. During that same period, the 
volunteers also kept track of their 
moods. In 13 of the participants, 
low mood turned out to be asso-
ciated with stronger activity in a 
“subnetwork” that involved cross-
talk between the brain’s amygda-
la, which mediates fear and other 
emotions, and the hippocampus, 
which aids in memory.

The majority of volunteers 
with the amygdala-hippocampus 
subnetwork also scored high for 
baseline anxiety on a psychological 
test conducted before the study be-

gan. Interestingly, the subnetwork 
was absent in the remaining eight 
volunteers, all of whom had nor-
mal fluctuations in mood but a sig-
nificantly lower tendency toward 
anxiety. Researchers speculate that 
mood changes may be driven by 
other factors in such individuals.

This work was supported by 
the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) under 
the Brain Research through Ad-
vancing Innovative Neurotech-
nologies® (BRAIN) Initiative, a 
White House initiative launched in 
2014 and co-led by NIH. 

The new findings represent yet 
another critical step toward achiev-
ing the goal of creating implantable 
devices with the potential to help 
people with neuropsychiatric ill-
nesses.

At the University of California, 
San Francisco’s (UCSF) Epilep-
sy Center, neurosurgeon Edward 
Chang prepares for such operations 
by placing up to 70 tiny electrodes 
directly onto the surfaces of a pa-
tient’s brain and within deep brain 
structures, such as the amygdala 
and hippocampus. 

In their study, Chang, and col-

leagues decided to explore whether 
iEEG recording could also detect 
changes in communication among 
parts of the brain that control emo-
tions. With their consent, the team 
used iEEG to look for such changes 
in the brains of 21 patients awaiting 
epilepsy surgery. Over the course 
of the week-long study, the patients 
also noted their mood swings on 
tablet devices.

Much to the researchers sur-
prise, a single common subnet-
work that fluctuated at a specific 
frequency between the amygdala 
and hippocampus was revealed. 
These parts of the brain were likely 
communicating. This subnetwork 
was active in nearly two-thirds of 
participants and correlated with 
mood. Researchers could even pre-
dict from the data when a person 
began feeling down in the dumps!

Researchers speculate that, 
during periods of deep self-doubt, 
emotions such as loneliness, sad-
ness, and fear in the amygdala 
might trigger bad memories, or 
vice versa – findings that open the 
door for developing new ways to 
help people struggling with depres-
sion and other mood disorders. 

Distinctive Brain ‘Subnetwork’ 
Tied to Feeling Blue

Madison Valley Medi-
cal Center accepts an-
nual donation from 
the Madison Val-
ley Medical Center 
Foundation to help 
pay for equipment 
purchases during 
the past year. Left to 
right are Foundation 
Executive Director 
Dawn Conklin, Foun-
dation President 
Amy Kelley, Trustee 
Chair Dottie Fossel, 
CEO Allen Rohrback. 
(Submitted)
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Little Red
He had a home but lived 

with us by order of the court.  
His name was Ryan Redfeath-
er, or Little Red, for short.  

A bright young boy was Lit-
tle Red, and barely nine years 
old.  He knew that he’d be safe 
with us, not left out in the cold.

He’d never had a Christ-
mas, and he thought that kin-
da stunk.  His parents took 
the Christmas cash, got either 
stoned or drunk.

Soon there’d be anoth-
er Christmas, but he said he 
didn’t care.  “I know there ain’t 

no Santa.  Reindeer can’t f ly in 
the air.”

I tried to tell our Little Red 
that Santa would appear, but 
his eyes were filled with doubt, 
‘cuz he’d been let down every 
year.

Then one morning, just 
‘fore breakfast, Red scribbled 
out a note.  “Santa if you’re re-
ally real, I’d like a warm, new 
coat.”

He asked me for a stamp and 
wrote “To Santa Claus, North 
Pole.  He said, “It’s kinda per-
sonal.  Don’t tell a single soul.”

Well, our family stayed 
at Grandmas on that snowy 
Christmas Eve.  And Grand-
ma’s eyes were twinkling when 
she said, “I still believe.”

She tucked us children in, 
and last of all was Little Red.  
I wondered what was going on 
inside his little head.  

At six a.m. I heard excited 
voices down below and saw a 
grinning Little Red. His eyes 
were all aglow.

In a box that had his name 
on it, he found a brand-new 
coat, a pair of boots and woolen 

mitts.  “From Santa,” someone 
wrote.   

He dug a little deeper in the 
box.  That wasn’t all.  The last 
thing at the bottom was a New 
York Jets football.

He had to try that foot-
ball out, so, bundled up and 
warm, we played and laughed 
till Grandma made us come in 
from the storm.

Though Santa Claus could 
not make all his problems go 
away, one hurting little Paiute 
boy felt love that Christmas 
Day

Hollowtop Smoke Signals  by Art Kehler

FLOPPING AT THE VIDEO DIGITAL GUMS

COMMODITY INSITE:     Annus Mirabilis: 2019      by Jerry Welch

The final quarter of this year, October through 
December has been brutally and surprisingly 
bearish for most all markets. The weakness was 
so pronounced and widespread that Bloomberg 
News described 2018 with a blaring headline that 
said it all, “It’s the Worst Time to Make Money in 
Markets Since 1972.”

The very first paragraph from the Bloomberg 
articles stated, “Market statisticians are falling 
over each other in 2018 to describe the pain be-
ing felt across asset classes. One venerable shop 
frames it this way: Things haven’t been this bad 
since Richard Nixon’s presidency.”

Bloomberg News goes on to state, “Ned Davis 
Research puts markets into eight big asset classes 
— everything from bonds to U.S. and interna-
tional stocks to commodities. And not a single 
one of them is on track to post a return this year 
of more than 5 percent, a phenomenon last ob-
served in 1972, according to Ed Clissold, a strat-
egist at the firm.”

The weakness is being blamed on fears the 
US economy is sliding into a recession. Or, eco-
nomic growth will slow substantially from cur-

rent levels. Regardless of the reasons this fact is 
clear. There has been nowhere to go for the sake 
of safety this year. More simply put, in 2018, if 
you were long, you are wrong.

But none of that should come as much of a 
surprise. In my column for this newspaper on 
November 30, I wrote, “Though there only a few 
weeks left in this calendar year, I am going to 
borrow the phrase, ‘annus horribilis’ to describe 
the performance of the Big Four: stocks, bonds, 
currencies and commodities for 2018. The year 
has a bit more to run but by any measure, it has 
been a horrible year for investors, ag-producers 
and ag-traders.”

No doubt and by any measure not much worked 
on the long side of the ledger in 2018. Not real es-
tate, not commodities, not small-cap stocks, not 
large cap stocks, not investment-grade bond and 
so on. Of the few markets that will post gains this 
calendar year the ones that are up are doing so by 
percentages in the low single-digits. 

Ned Davis Research is correct in stating 
that the last time all eight big asset classes did 
so poorly as this year was in 1972. But what 

Ned Davis Research failed to mention was this. 
All major bull markets for commodities began 
around 1973, a watershed year. In fact, so many 
different commodity markets rose so sharply in 
value that the cover on Newsweek magazine dat-
ed November 19, 1973 showed Uncle Sam hold-
ing the Horn of Plenty upside down and virtually 
nothing was being spilled out. The cover story 
title was, “Running Out of Everything.”  

On November 15, 2017, forbes.com published 
piece entitled ”Star Commodities Investor Says 
‘Fortune To Be Made’ In The New Commodities 
Bull Cycle.” Obviously, a “new commodities bull 
cycle” did not unfold over the past year. But here 
are some thoughts from that article written by 
Bryan Rich with the highlighted portions being 
mine. 

“They have one of the most compelling charts 
I’ve seen in my 20-year career, to support the 
view that there is a generational bull breaking 
lose in commodities.”

“Stocks minted billionaires in the 1980s. Cur-
rencies minted billionaires in the 1990s. Tech and 
housing (bust) minted billionaires in the early 

2000s. Then it was equity activism (stocks). The 
next opportunity looks like commodities.” And 
since Mr. Rich penned the information above, a 
year ago, commodities have declined in value!

From a timing standpoint, the article by Mr. 
Rich is off by quite a bit. But in the world of 
forecasting and predicting markets he may still 
still be right. In fact, I am in his camp with a 
firm conviction that commodities per se are on 
the cusp of moving much higher in the years to 
come, similar to what happened starting in 1973. 

I am so convinced that a new commodities 
bull cycle is evolving that I am going to dub 2019 
“annus mirabilis” which is a Latin phrase for, 
“wonderful year.” But you already knew that was 
the name I had pegged for the New Year. I have 
been promoting it for the past several weeks.

If you know someone haunted by markets 
consider my book “Haunted By Markets” as a 
Christmas gift. Simply go to www.commodityin-
site.com. Bull markets for commodities are about 
to unfold. Don’t be left behind!

Adjusting to a new 
way of writing

About four months ago, I un-
derwent a surgery.  Regrettably, 
the procedure left me temporar-
ily unable to type.  As a result, 
I have been required to purchase 
voice-recognition software and 
install it on my computer.  Lam-

entably, trying to learn how to 
use this newfangled software has 
proven to be more taxing than I 
had expected.

To begin, vocal writing is 
fundamentally different than tra-
ditional typing.  Whereas a typ-
ist can add or change words to a 
sentence he is constructing as he 
goes along, a vocal writer must 
compose complete sentences as 
he speaks them.  Otherwise, a 
novice dictation writer spends an 
inordinate amount of time cor-
recting his mistakes.  Put another 
way, I am struggling to synchro-
nize my galloping lips with my 
plodding mind.

Moreover, learning to use 
my hands to a far less degree 
has turned out to be more awk-
ward than anticipated. While my 

right hand naturally reaches for 
the mouse, where it finds reason-
able employment, my left hand is 
largely forcibly retired. In fact, 
right now, trying to hit a single 
key with one of its stiff fingers 
is akin to trying to separate two 
grains of rice with a sledgeham-
mer.  I suppose, the most logical 
thing to do would be to stick my 
left hand in my pocket. At this 
point, I simply don’t know what 
to do with it.

On a positive note, my voice 
never hits the wrong keyboard 
key. However, one needs to be 
careful not to mutter bad words 
under his breath when some-
thing doesn’t work as it should. 
Invariably, the ever-alert micro-
phone will pick up the offending 
utterances and spell them out for 

all the world see.  Therefore, it 
is vitally important to proofread 
one’s work before sending it off 
for publication.

Furthermore, I have found it 
advantageous to be sure the mi-
crophone is positioned in front 
of your mouth before speaking.  
Dictating after said listening de-
vice has slipped beneath one’s 
chin does not work particularly 
well. This simple precaution pre-
vents a lot of unnecessary jaw 
jacking, and lessens frustration 
levels considerably.  Perhaps 
most importantly, I have learned 
never to sneeze when using 
voice-recognition software.  The 
resultant word interpretation is 
not only illegible, it even looks 
vulgar.  Worse yet, the nasal 
eruption often makes for a pretty 

gross microphone. 
Perhaps the most difficult as-

pect of mastering voice-activated 
software is learning the multi-
tude of commands necessary to 
make it work. I have discovered 
that, no matter how stridently 
one shouts an incorrect com-
mand, the text will not be altered 
an iota.  Then again, stopping 
the process numerous times to 
look up the correct utterance, is 
enough to drive a monk bonkers, 
and I’m no monk! 

In the final analysis, I am still 
struggling to conceive of what I 
am doing as “writing.” The hal-
lowed traditional writing method 
of birthing an idea in the mind, 
allowing that thought to flow to 
the fingertips and from there, 
to the keyboard and finally the 

monitor screen, is going the way 
of the dinosaurs. Nevertheless, 
it feels as though I am merely 
“flopping my digital gums.”  That 
just doesn’t seem right. To me, 
it’s like playing tennis without a 
racket.  Nonetheless, given time, 
I have every intention of becom-
ing proficient with voice-recog-
nition software.  After all, it may 
take a year for my hands to fully 
recover and I can’t wait that long 
to write again.  So, there’s going 
to be a lot of digital gum flopping 
going on in Harrison.

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

By Billy Whitehurst

I once asked a group of my 
students how many enterprises 
the typical cow/calf ranch has?  
Almost without fail they all said 
only one, the ranch.  The answer 
in most cases is usually around 
four:  the calf enterprise (selling 
calves at weaning), the replace-
ment heifers (be it raising your 
own or for sale), the hay, and a 
land enterprise (this is where 
you analyze lease value of the 
property).  Many ranches have 
added farming, custom grazing, 
hunting, and maybe a seedstock 
enterprise as well.  With so 
many different aspects to man-
age it is easy to unknowingly let 
one successful enterprise car-
ry one that is not successful.  I 
have found very few people who 
are truly good at farming and 
good stockmen and vice versa.  
We all have something that we 
favor over the other or have a 
more natural gifting towards.  
There is nothing wrong with 
that.  So how do we focus on our 
strengths and not let our weak-
nesses (or our pride) hinder the 

bottom line?
Years ago, a business and 

economics teacher told me that 
most business owners would 
rather act like an employee in-
stead of the owner and I think 
that’s true for a lot of us.  The 
hardest thing to do is sit down 
and be the manager when you re-
ally want to be the one out doing 
the job.  Being the manager is 
hard, yet necessary.  One ranch-
er who finally did this came into 
my office about 5 years ago and 
told me he had decided to lease 
his place out when he realized 
that he could lease his place and 
profit $60,000 per year from it 
with virtually no responsibility 
or time on his part whereas for 
the past 20 years he was work-
ing about 70 hours per week 
for a return of $100,000.  When 
the lights came on that he was 
working 70 hours per week for 
an extra $40,000 that equated to 
approximately $11 per hour he 
decided that he could do some-
thing else with his time for a 
higher return on his efforts. It 
was a hard decision and one that 
required him to admit he wasn’t 

as good at something as he orig-
inally thought he was.  The re-
ality is no matter what industry 
we are in, to stay sustainable we 
must be willing to either let go 
of things we aren’t good at, or 
(dare I say it) hire someone who 
is better at it than we are to run 
that aspect of the business.

For many folks when the wa-
ter turns on and the hay needs 
to be harvested, the cattle take a 
back seat and things fall through 
the cracks on that end.  In some 
cases, cattle are calving when 
we need to be in the field farm-
ing and we’re focused on cattle 
when we should be out farming.  
The list goes on and on and we 
could hash it to death, but the 
bottom line is that trying to do 
everything and be good at it is 
rarely a sustainable practice.  
In the end something always 
suffers.  It may be the cattle, it 
may be the crops, or it may be 
the family unity and health from 
pushing too hard and trying to 
do it all.  I read a survey about 10 
years ago that was collected by 
(I believe) the Farmer’s Union. 
The important thing is the result 

which showed that the ranches 
with the highest degree of profit 
had some common habits.

• They all took a yearly va-
cation of at least one week to 
get away from the operation, 
recharge, and most importantly 
return with fresh eyes.  It’s easy 
not to see the forest because of 
the trees when we are in it all 
day every day.

• They used family mem-
bers’ and employees’ talents in 
their areas of gifting.  If one kid 
is a gifted farmer, guess what he 
focuses on?  Another manages 
the maintenance of the place and 
equipment if he is a mechanic 
and engineer and so on and so 
forth.

• The most productive oper-
ations had a typical work week 
of 50 hours.  Obviously, there 
are weeks of heavier work and 
lighter work, but regardless of 
the work season they ALL took 
at least one day off to rest.  This 
resulted in less breakdowns, 
more productive time at work, 
less cost of employee turn-over, 
and more returns in the end.

• No one was allowed to come 

home to the operation until they 
have spent time away some-
where else doing something.  
Many go to the military for a 
time, work construction, go to 
work on another operation, etc.  
The reason being is twofold…
It ensures that when the person 
returns to the operation, he/she 
has tried some other occupa-
tions and is now sure they want 
to be working the operation and 
it also brings new perspectives, 
newly learned skills and fresh 
ideas back to the operation. 

We each have unique gifts, 
talents, interests and resources.  

When we stay within those areas 
our productivity and profitabili-
ty tend to increase, and we’ll be 
in a better mood when the day is 
done.  With one year wrapping 
up and a new one coming on, 
let’s all take some time to reflect 
on what we did well this year 
and see where we could either 
improve or eliminate areas of 
the operation that didn’t prove 
as rewarding and commit to 
making positive changes mov-
ing forward.

Are We Really Good at Everything?
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

Ralph Hamler
licensed sanitarian

Septic Application & Design

 406-842-5788  Cell: 406-596-0437
ralphhamler@gmail.com

Sheridan, MT

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not 
reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

Theme
The Year in Review

ACROSS
1. Bundle of wheat
6. ____-been
9. Urban apartment
13. Peter, South of the 
border
14. In the manner of, 
French
15. Photo-editing color 
option
16. Chieftain
17. Not well
18. Lively
19. *Late McCain
21. *American Duchess
23. “Some Kind of Won-
derful” actress Thompson
24. Your majesty
25. Floor cleaner
28. Greek portico
30. *Super Bowl champs
35. Swear, not curse
37. Place for an ace?
39. Type of newspaper
40. Bar order neither red 
nor white
41. *Halfpipe winner
43. Toothy wheel
44. Be needy
46. Hindu dress
47. Unfavorable prefix
48. Ballpark grub
50. Lion’s share
52. It can be red or black
53. Burden
55. Break bread
57. *First North Korean to 
cross Demilitarized Zone
60. *October disaster
64. Acoustic output
65. In the past
67. Tanzania’s neighbor
68. Coral reef island
69. First off sinking ship?
70. Type of closet
71. Not there
72. Dashboard unit
73. Clear the board

DOWN
1. R&R destinations
2. Part of hemoglobin
3. “I Dream of Jeannie” 
star
4. “He’s ____ ____ no-
where man,” Beatles
5. Strong suit, pl.
6. Age of Aquarius flick
7. Nothing alternative
8. Game ragout
9. Onion’s kin
10. October stone
11. *CA’s Camp ____
12. “Tit for ____”
15. Schmear
20. Often taken with a 
bible, pl.
22. Aretha’s first three
24. Arabic greetings

25. *”____ For Our Lives”
26. Convex molding
27. Suggest
29. Sounds of amazement
31. *Cooper’s leading lady
32. Property claims
33. Fill with spirits
34. *April missile strikes 
target
36. Make one’s way
38. EU unit
42. One born to Japanese 
immigrants
45. 10 to the power of 100
49. Bearded antelope
51. Take on, as in a project
54. Take gun away
56. Not our
57. Burlap fiber
58. Airy emanation
59. Cairo’s waterway
60. “Like a ____ to a 
flame”
61. *Starred with Blake in 
“A Simple Favor”
62. Some have them on the 
back of their head?
63. Swimmer’s row
64. Follows #29 Down, 
sing.
66. Year off
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is the ideal removing 
and pruning time!

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

FOR RENT

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

MOVING SALE

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755The Ruby Valley Medical 

Center is accepting 
applications for a PRN 

Medical Technologist (ASCP). 
Applicants must have a 

Montana CLS license. This is 
a per diem position with on-

demand scheduling as needed. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

SADDLES STAR SERVICES 
Francisco’s horse tack saddles 

cleaning and polishing 
406-682-5423

Facebook: Fraliin Diir
Email: 

mejiapanchito@gmail.com

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a Certified 
Nurse’s Assistant. This is a 
full-time position eligible 

for benefits. Applicants must 
have a CNA certification 

and be CPR qualified. Please 
visit www.RVMC.org/

career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Part and Full time positions 
available for Assistant Teacher 
at Ennis Community Children’s 

School to start after the holidays. 
Must be at least 16 years of age. 

Wage DOE. Call 682-7388

Mill Creek Inn & 1866 Saloon 
are seeking wait staff, bartender, 

& line / prep cooks. For infor-
mation, call 596-5790, or stop by 

102 Mill St, Sheridan

25% off (or more) everything in 
store now through end of Decem-

ber. Also have great selection 
of used electronics. Everything 
must go. Mountain View TV, 6 

Sunrise Loop, 682-7858

Maintenance Supervisor/
Safety Officer The Ruby 
Valley Medical Center is 

accepting applications for a 
Maintenance Supervisor/Safety 

Officer. This is a full-time 
position eligible for benefits. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Premium horse pasture - 40 
acres, knee-high grass, on Mill 
Creek, tack barn, round pen, 1 

mile from Sheridan, gentle man-
ageable stock, low keep or full 

keep, starting at $40 per month, 
yearly contract preferred. Call 

Randy at 842-5990

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Cleaning Specialist. Appli-
cants to complete an employment 
application and submit a resume 

to careers@mvmedcenter.org 
or call Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a Lab Scientist. Applicants 

to complete an employment 
application and submit a resume 

to careers@mvmedcenter.org 
or call Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a PT NURSE. Applicants 

to complete an employment 
application and submit a resume 

to careers@mvmedcenter.org 
or call Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

The Cardwell School has an 
opening for a bus route driver, 

to begin ASAP, approximately 4 
hours per day. Competitive pay. 
Successful applicant must pos-

sess or be able to obtain 1) Prop-
erly endorsed CDL 2) Satisfac-
tory medical exam 3) First Aid 
Certificate 4) Must have a safe 

driving record and 5) Must pass a 
criminal background check. The 
school has activity and athletic 
trips throughout the year which 
provide opportunities for addi-
tional pay. Our drivers earn the 
same rate for “off duty” as they 

do for driving. Please phone Lisa 
Morgan, District Clerk, for more 

information. 406/287-3321.

Apt in Ennis: Unfurnished 2 
bedroom, 1 bath, W/D, AC, $725 
water/sewer paid. No smoking, 

no pets. Call 551-0309

2 bedroom, 2 bath apartment in 
Sheridan. All utilities paid. Call 

406-842-5666

AUCTIONS

NEW YEAR’S DAY AUCTION 
TUESDAY, JAN 1, 2018 

Whitehall, MT Community 
Center DOOR PRIZES 
INCLUDE $100 CASH! 

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
ART, WESTERN & COWBOY 

ITEMS, SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, FURNISHINGS, 

HONDA CRX 110 DIRT BIKE 
& MORE! 

For Full Color Flyer & Updates: 
HAGEDORNAUCTION.COM 

(406)684-5181

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

$14.99 monthly lease fee for equipment and Wi-Fi modem. Internet speeds 
and availability may vary based on location and are not guaranteed.

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

 GET DISH TV 
2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE

MBPS

$4999
/mo.From

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018
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YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

 more MARKETPLACE

Place Your Classified
682-7755

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #379
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.
com (406) 293-3714

Ad #380
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. 
Residential and Commercial 
Timber Packages. Full 
Service Design - Build Since 
1990, (406) 581-3014 brett@
bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #381
Auto transport company seeking 
professional Class A CDL 
drivers.  Excellent wages and 
bonuses.  Driver health insurance 
benefits paid 100% . Sign on 
bonus.  $7500 for experienced 
auto transporters.  $2500 for 
drivers with 100K verifiable 
miles and at least 1 year CDL 
experience. Excellent well-
maintained equipment.  On the 
road for 14-17 days. Call Gary 
(406) 259-1528 or apply online 
www.jandstransport.com/drivers. 

Ad #382
AKC English Springer Spaniel 
Puppies just in time for the 
Holidays! Accepting non-
refundable deposits now. Females 
$850.00 Males $800.00. Please 
call or text (406) 498-5926.

Ad #383

If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, service, 
event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 
or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 
or email stacy@mtnewspapers.
com or member@mtnewspapers.
com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149.    

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

NOW ENROLLING!  
406-377-9400 

WWW.DAWSON.EDU 

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? 
CONSIDER AN ONLINE PROGRAM!

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

250,000 
IMPRESSIONS FOR 

$1,499

JOIN MONTANA’S EFFECTIVE 
Statewide Online Advertising Program (SOAP)

CALL: 406.443.2850    DETAILS: mtnewspapers.com
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Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Call 682-7755 
for more info!
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PUBLIC NOTICES DECEMBER 20, 2018
SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
Montana Fifth Judicial Court, Madison Coun-
ty In the Matter of K.Q., Youth In Need of 
Care Cause No. DN-29-2018-3 To: Kyle 
Schultz, Birth Father of K.Q., Address Un-
known YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
a petition has been filed in the above-titled 
court by the Montana Department of Pub-
lic Health and Human Services, Child and 
Family Services Division (the Department), 
2 South Pacific Street, Dillon MT 59725, 
requesting emergency protective services, 
adjudication as a youth in need of care and 
temporary legal custody be granted; that the 
Department be granted temporary legal cus-
tody; and that said youth be otherwise care 
for. Now, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY 
DIRECTED to appear on the 10th day of De-
cember, 2018, at 1:30 p, at the Courtroom of 
Madison County District Courthhouse, 100 
West Wallace, Virginia City, Madison County, 
Montana, then and there to show cause, if 
any you may have, why said youth should 
not be declared a Youth In Need of Care, and 
why the Department should not be granted 
Temporary Legal Custody. The youth was 
born on the 31st day of May, 2007. K.Q.’s 
birth mother is Shaleena Quilici. You have 
the right to be represented by an attorney in 
these proceedings. I fyou are unable to afford 
an attorney, the Court will appoint an attor-
ney to represent you. Failure to appear at the 
hearing will constitute a denial of interest in 
the child, which denial may result in, without 
further notice of this proceeding or any sub-
sequent proceeding, a judgment by defauilt 
being entered for the relief requested in the 
Petition. A copy of the Petition hereinbefore 
referred to is filed with the Clerk of District 
Court for Madison County (406-843-4230) 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court 
this 26th day of November, 2018. /s/ Karen J. 
Miller Clerk of District Court
(Pub. Dec. 6,13, 20, 2018) MCA
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
Montana Fifth Judicial Court, Madison Coun-
ty In the Matter of B.Q.M., Youth In Need of 
Care Cause No. DN-29-2018-4 To: Ernie 
Mize, Birth Father of B.Q.M., Address Un-
known YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
a petition has been filed in the above-titled 
court by the Montana Department of Pub-
lic Health and Human Services, Child and 
Family Services Division (the Department), 
2 South Pacific Street, Dillon MT 59725, 
requesting emergency protective services, 
adjudication as a youth in need of care and 
temporary legal custody be granted; that the 
Department be granted temporary legal cus-
tody; and that said youth be otherwise care 
for. Now, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY 
DIRECTED to appear on the 10th day of De-
cember, 2018, at 1:30 pm, at the Courtroom 
of Madison County District Courthhouse, 100 
West Wallace, Virginia City, Madison County, 
Montana, then and there to show cause, if 
any you may have, why said youth should 
not be declared a Youth In Need of Care, and 
why the Department should not be granted 
Temporary Legal Custody. The youth was 
born on the 16th day of July, 2011. K.Q.’s 
birth mother is Shaleena Quilici. You have 
the right to be represented by an attorney in 
these proceedings. I fyou are unable to afford 
an attorney, the Court will appoint an attor-
ney to represent you. Failure to appear at the 
hearing will constitute a denial of interest in 
the child, which denial may result in, without 
further notice of this proceeding or any sub-
sequent proceeding, a judgment by defauilt 
being entered for the relief requested in the 
Petition. A copy of the Petition hereinbefore 
referred to is filed with the Clerk of District 
Court for Madison County (406-843-4230) 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court 
this 27th day of December, 2018. /s/ Karen J. 
Miller Clerk of District Court
(Pub. Dec. 6,13, 20, 2018) MCA
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR CATERING BIDS
Request for Catering Service bids for Mad-
ison and Ruby Valley Conservation District 
2019 Banquet The MCD & RVCD banquet 
planning committee will be accepting bid pro-
posals from catering contractors to prepare 
and serve the featured meal for the 2019 
Annual Banquet for a guaranteed 250 peo-
ple. The event will be held at the Round Barn 
in Twin Bridges, Montana, on Saturday April 
27th, 2019 with cocktails beginning at 5:30 
pm, dinner to be served at 6:30 pm. Cater-
er will be required to set up, tear down and 
clean kitchen after. The menu shall include: 
table snacks, a beef entrée, a vegetarian en-
trée, at least one side dish, a salad, bread, 
dessert, and service of water, non-alcoholic 
beverage and coffee. Service must include 
all higher quality plates, cutlery, napkins, 
and beverage cups. Selection criteria will 
include price, quality of menu, in kind dona-
tion amount, reputation, and source of menu 
products. Please include in the bid prices for 
serving family style and buffet style. Package 
bids will be considered, with costs for each 
clearly explained. Bids Due by 4:00pm on 

January 2, 2019 in PDF format to rvcd@3riv-
ers.net. Selection will be made by January 
8, 2019. Selected caterer will receive ample 
advertising on promotional posters, print and 
electronic advertising. Please contact Shirley 
at 406-842-5741 x101 or at rvcd@3rivers.net 
with any questions.
(Pub. Dec. 13, 20, 2018) MCD
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Madison County Board of Commission-
ers will not be holding their regular Com-
mission meeting on Tuesday, December 
25, 2018 or on January 1, 2019. However, 
they will be holding a special meeting on 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019. The next regu-
lar meeting following these dates will be held 
on Tuesday, January 8, 2019.
(Pub. Dec. 13, 20, 2018) MCC
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CRE-
ATE STORM WATER SPECIAL IM-
PROVEMENT DISTRICT
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CREATE 
STORM WATER SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT # 1, TOWN OF TWIN BRIDGES, 
MONTANA NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN on 
December 10, 2018, the Town of Twin Bridg-
es, Montana, passed Resolution No. 2018-
13, which is a resolution of intention to create 
Town of Twin Bridges Storm Water Special 
Improvement District No. 1. The Town pro-
poses to create Storm Water Special Im-
provement District No. 1, which will generally 
include all lots in Town east of the Beaver-
head River and west of the railroad tracks as 
the proposed Special Improvement District. 
For a detailed description of the boundaries 
of, and the lots included in, Storm Water Spe-
cial Improvement District # 1 (the “District”) 
and the storm water improvements thereto, 
which are generally described as construc-
tion and installing storm drain inlets and 
grates and infiltration structures with grading 
and fills in various areas of the Town (the 
“Improvements”), and the estimated special 
assessment amounts, refer to the aforesaid 
resolution on file with the Town Clerk at the 
Town Hall, Twin Bridges, Montana. The es-
timated cost of the Improvements, including 
incidental expenditures as defined in Section 
7-12-4222 MCA, and a deposit to an SID Re-
volving Fund (to also be created by the Town) 
is $600,000, which is anticipated to be paid 
from a District Storm Water Special Improve-
ment District No. 1 bond (the “Bond”). In order 
to pledge the SID Revolving Fund to secure 
the prompt payment of special improvement 
district bonds the Town is required to provide, 
in the Notice of Passage of the Resolution 
of Intention to Create a Special Improve-
ment District, a statement that, subject to 
the limitations in Section 7-12-4222, MCA, (i) 
the general fund of the Town may be used 
to provide loans to the SID Revolving Fund; 
or(ii) a general tax levy may be imposed on 
all taxable property in the Town to meet the 
financial requirements of the SID Revolving 
Fund. This is notice of the Town’s intention 
to pledge the soon to be created SID Re-
volving Fund as security for the payment of 
the Storm Water SID No. 1 Bond. Each lot or 
parcel of land in the District will be assessed 
an equal amount based upon the total cost of 
the Improvements as authorized in Section 
7-12-4162(3)(a) Montana Code Annotated. 
The estimated annual assessment for each 
parcel of land for the Improvements is $155, 
payable over 20 years, which includes esti-
mated average interest on the Bond plus ½ 
of 1%, as required by Section 7-12-4189(1)
(a) Montana Code Annotated. The estimated 
total principal assessment per parcel in the 
District is $2,310. As provided in Section 
7-12-4162(3)(b), MCA, if an increase occurs 
in the number of benefited lots or parcels 
within the boundaries of the District during 
the term of bonded indebtedness that is pay-
able from the assessments, the Town Coun-
cil shall recalculate the amount assessable 
to each lot or parcel. The Town Council shall 
base the recalculation on the amount of the 
District’s outstanding bonded indebtedness 
for the current fiscal year and shall spread 
the assessments across the District based 
on the number of benefited lots or parcels 
within the boundaries of the District as of July 
1 following the action that resulted in the in-
crease in the number of benefited lots or par-
cels. At any time within seventeen (17) days 
from and after the date of the first publication 
of the notice of the passage and approval 
of Resolution No. 2018-13 by the Town, 
any owner of real property within the Dis-
trict subject to assessment for the cost and 
expense of making the Improvements may 
make and file a written protest against the 
proposed Improvements, or against creation 
of the District or both. Such protest must: be 
in writing; identify the property owned by the 
protestor; be signed by all property owners; 
and be filed with the Town Clerk by 5PM on 
December 31, 2018. The Town Council will, 
at its next regular meeting, January 8, 2019, 
at the Town Hall, at 6 PM, proceed to hear all 
such written protests so made and filed. For 

more information, or to review a copy of Res-
olution No. 2018-13, contact the Town Clerk/
Treasurer at the address and phone number 
below. Dated this 10th day of December, 
2018. /s/ Kristi Millhouse T o w n 
Clerk/Treasurer 104 E. 6th Avenue 
Twin Bridges, Montana 59754 ( 4 0 6 ) 
684-5243
(Pub. Dec. 13, 20, 2018) totb
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO PRO-
TEST ISSUANCE OF NEW LI-
CENSE FOR MONTANA ALL-AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGES RESORT 
LICENSE
Village Spirits 1, LLC (Hans Williamson and 
John Hinkle, Owners) has applied for a new 
Montana All-Alcoholic Beverages Resort 
License No. 25-999-4504-009 to be operat-
ed at Village Spirits, 12 Warrens Way Units 
1-004, Big Sky, Madison County. The public 
may protest this new license in accordance 
with the law. Who can protest this new li-
cense? Protests will be accepted from resi-
dents of the county of the proposed location 
(Madison), residents of adjoining Montana 
counties (Gallatin, Broadwater, Jefferson, 
Silver Bow and Beaverhead), and residents 
of adjoining counties in another state if the 
criteria in 16-4-207(4)(d), Montana Code 
Annotated (MCA), are met. What informa-

tion must be included? Protest letters must 
be legible and contain (1) the protestor’s full 
name, mailing address, and street address; 
(2) the license number (25-999-4504-009) 
and the applicant’s name (Village Spirits 
1, LLC); (3) an indication that the letter is 
intended as a protest; (4) a description 
of the grounds for protesting; and (5) the 
protestor’s signature. A letter with multiple 
signatures will be considered one protest 
letter. What are valid protest grounds? The 
protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity of 
the proposed location will be adversely and 
seriously affected. How are protests sub-
mitted? Protests must be postmarked to the 
Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before January 13, 2019 
What happens if the new license is protest-
ed? Depending on the number of protests 
and the protest grounds, a public hearing 
will be held in Helena or Big Sky. All valid 
protestors will be notified of the hearing’s 
time, date and location. Hearings typically 

are scheduled within 90 days. A protester’s 
hearing testimony is limited to the grounds in 
the protester’s letter. Following the hearing, 
the Department of Revenue will notify the 
public whether the new license is approved 
or denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 
at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Jamie Williams, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at (406) 
444-0712 or JWilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. Dec. 20, 27, Jan. 3, 10, 2018) DOR
MNAXLP

NOTICE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
REQUEST FOR FLOODPLAIN DE-
VELOPMENT PERMIT
The Madison County Floodplain Administra-
tor has received a Floodplain Development 
Permit application request from Great West 
Engineering on behalf of the Montana De-
partment of Transportation (MDT) to replace 
the functionally obsolete Varney Bridge 
across the Madison River. The single lane, 
two-span bridge will be replaced with a new 
two-lane single-span bridge at the existing 
location. The proposed project includes 
removal of the existing bridge abutments 
and center pier, placement of new bridge 
abutments, bank armoring, and streambank 

stabilization to restore the banks following 
abutment removal. The Varney Fishing Ac-
cess Site approach roadway will be relocated 
and one new approach culvert added to the 
Bennet Ditch overflow. The project is located 
on Varney Cutoff Road at the Madison River, 
approximately 8 miles south of Ennis and ¼ 
mile east of the Gravelly Range Road and 
Varney Cutoff Road (State Route 249) inter-
section, Sections 1 and 17, Township 7 S, 
Range 1 West. A description of the proposed 
project is available for review at the Madison 
County Planning Office, 103 W. Wallace, Vir-
ginia City, MT 59755. Comments concerning 
the above request should be directed to the 
Madison County Floodplain Administrator 
via mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, MT 
596755; by phone to (406) 843-5250; by fax 
to (406) 843-5229; or email to cfechter@
madisoncountymt.gov. Comments will be re-
ceived through 5:00 p.m. on Friday, January 
4, 2019. In the event of substantial comment 
or protest to the issuance of the permit, the 
Madison County Floodplain Administra-
tor may hold a public hearing to determine 
whether the permit shall be issued. Charity 
Fechter, Floodplain Administrator Madison 
County
(Pub. Dec. 20, 27, 2018) MCPB
MNAXLP
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Merry 
Christmas!

Wishing you happiness this holiday 
season and throughout the coming year!

Surgical Services 
Miles Ahead… 
Not Miles Away

600 MT Hwy 91 South  |  Dillon, MT 59725

Surgery is a major event in anyone’s life. That’s why at 
Barrett Hospital & HealthCare, we go the extra mile to 
ensure that our patients feel at ease. From discussing 
the details of your surgery in familiar terms to helping 
answer any questions, our coordinated team of surgeons 
and staff will be with you every step of the way. You can 
be confident that we’ll provide the surgical expertise  
you need and the personalized care you deserve.

Procedures and surgeries performed: colonoscopies, 
endoscopies, wound care management, as well as 
breast, abdominal (colon, hernia, gall bladder, etc.), 
biopsies and other cancer-related surgeries.

Call 406-683-1188 to schedule an initial appointment with  
John Pickens, MD or Shafi Shafaieh, MD. For more information  

visit barretthospital.org. 

ATTENTION!
 A friendly heads up....

Due to the holiday, our deadline for 
advertisement orders/copy and any 
submissions must be in by Thursday, 
December 20.
Please call with questions!

Thank you all
 for your support!

Happy Holidays!
Love, The Madisonian Team

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Both 
Montana Senators, Steve Daines 
and Jon Tester, voted for the 2018 
Farm Bill, which was approve 
by the U.S. Senate, 87-13; and 
Montana Congressman Greg Gi-
anforte voted for the Farm Bill 
Conference Report, which passed 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
369-47, on Dec. 12. 

The Farm Bill must be passed 
by both House and Senate before 
moving to the President’s desk to 

be signed into law. The current 
Farm Bill expired in September.

“I’m glad to see that we’re 
moving forward with the 2018 
Farm Bill and helping our farm-
ers and ranchers get the certainty 
they deserve. As Montana’s lone 
voice on the Senate Ag Commit-
tee, and as the Chairman of the 
Senate Western Caucus, I fought 
hard to ensure we got it done. 
I look forward to sending this 
final compromise to the Presi-

dent Trump’s desk and getting it 
signed into law,” Daines said.

Tester, the Senate’s only farm-
er, said he supported the Farm 
Bill because it strengthens crop 
insurance, supports conservation, 
protects nutrition assistance for 
seniors and families, and invests 
in rural communities.

“As the escalating trade war 
hurts our nation’s producers, this 
bipartisan Farm Bill helps less-
en the blow to Montana’s family 
farmers and ranchers,” Tester 
said.  “It provides the kind of cer-
tainty producers can take to the 
bank, while protecting successful 
conservation tools and ensuring 
every hungry Montanan has ac-
cess to quality food.”

Gianforte speaking on the 
House of Representatives floor, 
urging his colleagues to vote for 
the legislation, said, “This Farm 
Bill is a win for Montana’s farm-
ers and ranchers who work the 
land to feed our country and the 
world.”

Daines said he worked hard to 
get the bill passed. Tester also held 
seven open-to-the-public Farm 
Bill listening sessions across the 
state to gather feedback from pro-
ducers, and these provisions were 
included in the bill. 

Both senators point to the fol-
lowing Farm Bill items as import-
ant for Montana agriculture:

• Protected both Price Loss 
Coverage and Ag Risk Coverage 
(ARC) insurance, a critical part 
of the agriculture safety net to 

mitigate risks. This, Daines said, 
included an amendment the help 
the ARC-County program, an 
important commodity support 
program, better reflect actual 
growing conditions in many of 
Montana’s large counties.

• Protected the sugar program, 
which is critical to ensure Mon-
tana farmers are able to compete 
on a level playing field.

• Removes hemp from the list 
of controlled substances, enabling 
it to be sold as a commodity. In-
clusion of the Hemp Farming Act, 
which allows states to regulate 
hemp production and research 
and make hemp eligible for crop 
insurance. 

• Supported important conser-
vation programs such as the Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP) 
– acreage for this was expanded 
– the Environmental Quality In-
centives Program (EQIP) and the 
Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP) that help farmers and 
ranchers improve the best practic-
es on their land. 

• Reauthorizes critical USDA 
Rural Development Grants that 
are used to rebuild and construct 
water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture and expand access to high-
speed (broadband) internet in 
rural areas that have no current re 
access.

• Daines pointed to an import-
ant vaccine bank to help better 
respond to animal disease out-
breaks. Tester pointed to how the 
new Farm Bill directs USDA to 

more actively fight the spread of 
Foot and Mouth Disease, also the 
reauthorization of the Wheat and 
Barley Scab Initiative, which is 
vital to the mission of the North-
ern Plains Research Lab in Sid-
ney.

• Tester noted how the new 
Farm Bill funds the National Or-
ganic Certification Cost Share 
Program. Daines said funding for 
land grant universities, including 
MSU, specialty crops, and agri-
culture research stations across 
Montana was included in the new 
bill.

• Daines also harped on his 
work with the bill to “empower 
states to manage national forests” 
via the Good Neighbor Authority 
(GNA) which allows the U.S. For-
est Service (USFS) to enter into 
agreements with counties and 
tribes to carry out timber sales 
and other work on national forest, 
also to reduce wildfire risks, and 
“reduce red tape” allowing USFS 
to expedite treatment in areas on 

the national forest experiencing 
insect and disease epidemics.

 “We are extremely pleased 
with passage of the Farm Bill,” 
said Montana Farmers Union 
president Alan Merrill. “It pro-
vides certainty for Montana farm-
ers and ranchers through support 
of programs like PLC and ARC 
with greater flexibility to choose 
the program that best fits a pro-
ducer’s operation. Under the con-
servation title we are also pleased 
with the preservation of the CRP 
Program and acreage increase.”

Merrill also said MFU was 
extremely satisfied to see the 
preservation of the Crop Insur-
ance Title as creating a safety net 
for farmers.

“The big provision in the 
Farm Bill that will highly impact 
Montana agriculture is the legal-
ization of Industrial Hemp,” he 
continued. “MFU policy supports 
the removal of Industrial Hemp 
as a Schedule 1 drug, which the 
Farm Bill does. This removal 
tears down the barriers to the 
production, sale and transport of 
Industrial Hemp. Montana farm-
ers will be able to diversify their 
operation and now have the free-
dom to become major players in 
the Industrial Hemp market. We 
applaud the work of Congress to 
pass this legislation before the 
end of the year. The passage of 
the Farm Bill provides support for 
Montana farmers, ranchers and 
rural communities to thrive.”

2018 Farm Bill passes: Certainty provided for farmers and ranchers, forest management reforms

BOZEMAN – The Montana 
Grazing Lands Conservation Initia-
tive (GLCI) is accepting applications 
for mini-grants and demonstration 
projects for 2019. The mini-grants 
will provide funding for education-
al events throughout the year and 
support partners and organizations 
with an interest in the conservation, 
education, and awareness of grazing 
lands and natural resources in Mon-
tana.

Mini-grant funding requests are 
limited to a minimum of $50 and a 
maximum of $1,000. Demonstration 
project applications are due Febru-
ary 18, 2019. The current focus is on 
innovative projects addressing graz-

ing management, soil and rangeland 
health, concentrated animal feeding 
operations/animal feeding opera-
tions, and noxious weeds.

Projects must be initiated in 
2019. Funding is dependent upon 
the yearly Montana GLCI budget 
allocation. Application submission 
does not guarantee project funding 
will be available. All applicants 
must show a one-to-one match for 
project costs.

Get more information about 
both the mini-grant and demonstra-
tion project funding opportunities, 
including application requirements 
and forms, at www.mtglci.org.

Grazing lands ed./demo funding available

December 20, 2018B8THE MADISONIAN



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Nathan Nutter, Minister of Music and Youth

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Its only army is the love of 
God, its only joy the clear 
wine of His knowledge, its 
only battle the expounding 

of the Truth; its one crusade 
is against the insistent self, 
the evil promptings of the 
human heart. Its victory is 
to submit and yield, and to 
be selfless is its everlasting 

glory. In brief, it is spirit 
upon spirit:

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or 
if you plan to dine in.

• Thursday, December 20 - Pot roast and veggies, 
mashers and gravy, dessert happy birthday

• Friday, December 21 - Shrimp basket, veggie 
sticks and roll, dessert , pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Thursday, December 20 - Pot roast and veggies, 
mashers and gravy, dessert

• Friday, December 21 - Shrimp basket, veggie 
sticks and roll, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, December 24 - Lasagna and veggies, 
roll, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Tuesday, December 25 - Merry Christmas, closed
• Wednesday, December 26 - Brawt and onions, 

macaroni salad, dessert,  mahjong at 1 p.m.
• Thursday, December 27 -Broccoli beef over rice, 

roll, dessert.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located 
at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver 
Star to Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 
842-5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors 
may choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style 
for $3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. Deliv-
ered meals are within the city limits of Sheridan and 
should be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand 
at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tues-
day & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, December 20 – Hot beef sandwich w/
mashed potatoes, veggie, roll, dessert.

• Tuesday, December 25 – Christmas - closed
• Thursday, December 27 – Cheeseburger, fries, 

dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years 
and up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Dona-
tions for meals are appreciated. Activities include 
bingo each Monday, cards on Wednesday. The Senior 
Center Group meets the first Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

dirt work, Property 
Improvement & Debris Removal.

A Licensed and Insured Contractor, 
covering Southwest Montana.

406-949-6070
A Division of Jeff Welborn Auctions,LLC

• Brush & land clearing. •  Stump removal. 
• Driveway grading and site prep. • Trail & landscape prep. 

•  Industrial & small pasture mowing. 
• Fuel loads/fire mitigation. 

• Landscape structures. • Late model, track machines for 
minimum impact.

Vigilante trail ventures.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. 
Senator Steve Daines, chair of 
the Senate Western Caucus, and 
fellow senators and Caucus mem-
bers Jim Inhofe, Lisa Murkowski, 
Joni Ernst, John Barrasso, Pat 
Roberts, Jeff Flake and Jon Kyl 
applauded the Trump adminis-
tration’s rewrite of the Obama 
era “Waters of the US” (WOTUS) 
rule.

The new EPA rule more nar-
rowly defines “waters of the US” 
to focus on truly public water-
ways.

The WOTUS rule defines 
which bodies of water are sub-
ject to federal jurisdiction under 
the 1970 Clean Water Act. The 
Obama Administration rule was 
announced in 2015 and was writ-
ten so broadly that to everything 
from puddles to irrigation ditches 
on private land could be consid-
ered “Waters of the US,” and be 
subject to federal regulations. In 
today’s announcement, the EPA 
stated that bodies of water on 

private property that are not con-
nected to larger waterways, as 
well as temporary streams that 
run only from rainfall will not be 
subject to regulation.

 “The Obama WOTUS rule 
took federal government over-
reach in rural America to absurd 
new levels,” Daines said. “Maybe 
the Obama administration should 
have spent more time focusing on 
economic growth and protecting 
the homeland rather than trying 
to regulate farm puddles. As chair 
of the Senate Western Caucus, I 
applaud the Trump administra-
tion for rewriting this rule so that 
it applies to actual public water-
ways and no longer does harm to 
farmers and ranchers.”

“Americans deserve clean 
water and clear rules,” Barrasso, 
chair of the Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee 
(EPW), said. “The Trump admin-
istration’s new proposal respects 
the authority Congress gave EPA 
and the Army Corps under the 

Clean Water Act. Regulations 
must follow the law and be easy 
for Americans to understand. 
This new proposal does that. The 
old WOTUS rule put Washington 
in control of ponds, puddles, and 
prairie potholes. The regulation 
was so confusing that property 
owners and businesses could not 
determine when permits were 
needed. Even worse, it inserted 
Washington into local decision 
making. This overreach put un-
fair restrictions on how farmers, 
ranchers, and landowners could 
use their property. I am glad the 
new proposal addresses these is-
sues.”

 “I thank President Trump and 
the EPA for putting a priority on 
revising the WOTUS rule to be 
workable for farmers, ranchers, 
and landowners,” Roberts, chair 
of the Senate Agriculture, Nutri-
tion and Forestry Committee said. 
“This revised rule scales back the 
previously affected areas, which 
represented a huge regulatory 

overstep by the Obama admin-
istration. Farmers and ranchers 
can spend more time growing and 
raising food – instead of sifting 
through mounds of regulatory red 
tape.”

“I applaud the administra-
tion’s efforts to clarify and nar-
row the scope of the misguided 
Waters of the United States rule. 
The rewritten rule provides the 
consistency and predictability 
that landowners need, and stops 
the flow of the federal govern-
ment into every dry ditch in Ar-
izona,” Flake said.

 “I am pleased the EPA an-
nounced it will propose a change 
to the Clean Water Act’s Waters 
of the United States (WOTUS) 
Rule, which has continuously 
subjected Arizona farmers and 
ranchers, as well as Arizona’s 
homebuilding industry, to federal 
overreach. A rule change would 
allow these industries continue 
to operate without unnecessary 
restrictions,” Kyl said.

Senate Western Caucus applauds Trump rewrite of EPA WOTUS rule
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 12/21 A BAND CALLED LUCK 
Original Americana
SAT 12/22  
AARON BANFIELD  
Singer/Slangwriter
SUN 12/23 JESSICA EVE LECHNER
Acoustic FolkM
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Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each 
month from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia 
City

Madison Co. Commissioners meet 
every Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. Annex 

Building.

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Tuesday of ev-

ery month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia 
City

Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hick-

man Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 

p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Ta-

bles
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support 

group for those struggling with addic-
tion. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at 
the Madison Meadows Golf Course. 

All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference 

room. Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 

a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis

First and third Wednesday of the 
month at the Madison Valley Public 

Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Madison Val-
ley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at 
the Bloomin' Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at 
the Madison Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor Sun-
Room

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up pad-
dleboards on Ennis Lake. 75-minute 

classes every Thursday at 7 a.m. 
Call or text Christine at 406-600-

6379 to reserve your spot.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at 
the Madison Meadows Golf Course. 

All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison 

Valley Public Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in 

the tasting room, 5:30 p.m.. See the 
weekly ad on this page for perform-

ers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Ralph Breaks the Internet (PG), Spider-Man: Into The Spider-Verse 
(PG)

Now playing:
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (PG-13)

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come join the Fun, Listen to some great music and 
enjoy spirits with a western FLavor!!

From now tiL dec 24th, receive a $10 giFt card For 
every $100 you spend in our tasting room

Friday, dec 21st: mike comstock 
Friday, dec 28th: Fan mountain Frog dogs

Friday, jan 4th: Logan dudding

Friday, jan 11th: ed coyLe

Friday, jan 18th: steve rose & cameron gibson

ask about our weekLy bottLing parties

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 
4PM- CLOSE 

WE WILL CLOSE ON 
DECEMBER 23RD 
UNTIL JAN 2019.

Christensen
R e n t a l s

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 2 pm and return 
Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT
Weekend Special Pick Up between 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Tuesday 
December 18

It’s a Wonderful Life, 
Ennis

The last movie in Mad-
ison Theatre’s free Christ-
mas movie series is It’s 
a Wonderful Life! Doors 
open at 5:30 at the mov-
ie starts at 6:15, 115 Main 
Street. Merry Christmas!

High School Dinner and 
Concert, Sheridan

Sheridan High School’s 
third annual Christmas 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Sheridan Elementary Gym 
followed by a Christmas 
concert. Tickets $15 for 
both, concert alone is free.

Wednesday 
December 19

A Meaderville Christ-
mas, Butte 

The Butte Archives pres-
ent a special Brown Bag 
Lunch with a presentation 
about the Christmas dis-
plays created by the Mead-
erville Volunteer Fire De-
partment from 1945-1960. 
Presentation at noon at 
NorthWestern Energy Au-
ditorium, 11 E. Park Street, 
guests encouraged to bring 
a sack lunch. For informa-
tion call the Archives at 
782-3280.

Cameron Schoolhouse 
Christmas Party

The historic Bear Creek 

Schoolhouse will host an 
old-fashioned potluck sup-
per followed by Christmas 
carols and a visit from San-
ta. Bring your favorite dish 
and a wrapped gift for the 
kids to put in Santa’s bag in 
the foyer. Call Jan at 682-
4636 for information.

Monday 
December 24

Madison Valley Baptist 
Candlelight Service, Ennis

Please join MVBC for 
their candlelight Christmas 
Eve service at 6 p.m. All are 
welcome!

Grace Community Fel-
lowship Candlelight Ser-
vice, Alder

Christmas Even Candle-
light Service will be at Al-
der School at 6 p.m. Please 
join us for an evening of 
celebration! Call 842-5915 
for information.

St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Christmas Eve Service, 
Virginia City

Christmas Eve Services 
will be at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church at 7 p.m. Special 
music, special vocalists and 
a children’s presentation. 
Everyone welcome!

Saturday 
January 12 

Madison County Demo-
cratic Committee Meeting, 
Virginia City

The Madison County 
Democratic Central Com-
mittee will hold its month-
ly meeting at the Thomp-
son-Hickman Library at 10 
a.m. For more information 
call Ian Root at 682-3151.

MISSOULA, Mont.—A 
U.S. District Court judge ruled 
a habitat management project in 
west-central Montana designed to 
benefit wildlife will go forward as 
planned. 

The Johnny Crow Project will 
utilize prescribed burning and the 
removal of invasive junipers into 
grasslands in the Elkhorn Moun-
tains as part of an effort to rejuve-
nate forage for elk and other wild-
life.

The judge denied claims by 
two environmental groups and 
ruled in favor of the U.S. Forest 
Service, Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation and partners.

“This is a big win-win,” said 
Kyle Weaver, RMEF president and 
CEO. “It is a victory for wildlife 
and it is a victory for the Hele-
na-Lewis and Clark National For-
est. Like so many other areas in elk 
country, it is in need of active treat-
ments to create early seral condi-
tions of grasslands, sage brush and 
forbs that are vital for bird and an-
imal life.” 

In March 2017, the Hele-
na-Lewis and Clark National For-
est issued what’s called a “categor-
ical exclusion” which exempts the 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) from 
completing an environmental as-
sessment for certain actions deter-
mined to not significantly impact 
the environment. In January 2018, 
RMEF filed a brief in support of 
the USFS decision.

“We have seen time and time 
again that active management with 

a focus on wildlife habitat in the 
form of prescribed burns, thinning 
and other treatments triggers the 
growth of new grasses and forbs 
that benefits elk and a wide array 
of wildlife species,” said Blake 
Henning, RMEF chief conserva-
tion officer.

The Elkhorn Mountains lie 
within a unique wildlife manage-
ment situation. Managed jointly by 
the USFS, Bureau of Land Man-
agement and Montana Fish, Wild-
life and Parks, they are within the 
only unit in the entire Forest Ser-
vice system that is designated by 
Congress with a focus on wildlife 
and wildlife habitat.

The Elkhorns are also recog-
nized as a location featuring some 
of the best elk hunting in Montana.

In a somewhat similar case, the 
U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals denied claims by several en-
vironmental groups approximately 
six months ago and ruled in favor 
of active forest management in 
southwestern Montana.

“We have seen time and time 
again that interference by environ-
mental groups only thwarts efforts 
by wildlife habitat and forest man-
agers to try to improve the condi-
tion of our forests. Such litigation 
only harms forests and wildlife as 
litigants seek payouts in the form 
of taxpayer dollars to pad their bot-
tom line,” added Weaver. 

RMEF is a long-time advocate 
for active habitat and forest man-
agement as a benefit for wildlife 
and wild landscapes.

Wildlife habitat 
management wins in court

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

Reservations Recommended

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS

Winter Hours Will resume 
tHurs. Jan 10tH

Dinner: Thurs. - Sat. 5pm-9pm
Brunch: Sunday 9am-2pm

We Will be closed dec. 24tH, 
2018 tHru January 9tH, 2019

In Order for Our Staff to Celebrate 
the Holidays with Family & 
Friends We Look Forward to 
Serving You in the New Year!

Mahalo Nui Loa 
for Your Support in 2018!
Mele Kalikimaka! Hauoli 

Makahiki Ho!
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