
ENNIS - About 60 people 
crammed into the Madison Valley 
– Ennis fire station north of town on 
Wednesday evening, November 28, 
to participate in what the Gravelly 
Landscape Collaborative (GLC) was 
calling a “Community Climate Con-
versation.”

GLC – along with the Madison 
Valley Ranchlands Group, the Ruby 
Watershed Council, the Mule Deer 
Foundation’s Ghosts of the Madison 
chapter, the Madison Conservation 
District and the Madison River Foun-
dation – had invited Dr. Cathy Whit-
lock, a professor of Earth Sciences 
at Montana State University (MSU), 
and a fellow with the Montana Insti-
tute on Ecosystems, to talk about her 
findings on how climate change is im-
pacting Montana.

After a social time and a pizza 
dinner – it quickly ran out – GLC’s 
Jennifer Boyer introduced Whitlock, 
noting Whitlock had recently become 
a member of the National Academy 
of Sciences, and the first Montana 
scientist to join this august organiza-
tion, a high honor. Whitlock, Boyer 
also noted, has spent the last 40 years 
studying the environmental history of 
the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem as 
well as comparable large landscapes 
in New Zealand, Tasmania, and Pa-

tagonia. 
Whitlock’s special focus is long-

term climate and ecological change. 
In this field, she has authored more 
than 200 publications and trained 
more than 40 graduate students.

More important to the talk, Whit-
lock was the lead author of the 2017 
Montana Climate Assessment. 

As Whitlock dimmed the lights 
and launched her presentation, she ex-
plained why she was in Ennis to talk 
climate.

First, she said, climate is not 
weather. Weather is short term – days, 
weeks, months, years. Climate is 
long-term – centuries, millennia. 

Whitlock said she is a paleo-cli-
matologist: a scientist who looks at 

climate across those centuries and 
millennia, using lake bottom core  
sediment samples, tree rings, pollen, 
bones and other measurable monitors 
that can track climate. Lake bottom 
sediment cores, for example, can re-
veal the chemistry of the air, water, 
soil and anything that went into the 
lake – like pollen – over time. Tree 
rings can reveal drought, growth and 
other information. Pollens tell what 
plant life was there, which says a lot 
about the climate.

Whitlock and her students might 
spend several hours collecting the raw 
materials for climate analysis in beau-
tiful places, she said, then take three 
years analyzing this data in the lab at 
MSU. 

What she came to Ennis to talk 
about was Montana’s changing cli-
mate and the issues and opportunities 
this might present, as revealed by the 
2017 Montana Climate Assessment. 
This document, available on line at 
(http://montanaclimate.org/), looks at 
hard scientific data about Montana’s 
changing climate based on evidence 
from the sources Whitlock talked 
about.

Climate change: The evidence
• During the last 115 years, Whit-

lock said, there has been a definite 
warming trend in Montana.  She 
showed a chart that compared tem-
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CLIMATE CHANGE
Already impacting the Montana you know

Man-made or
natural, Montana 

is already warming, 
says MSU professor

Dr. Cathy Whitlock, a professor of Earth Sciences at Montana State University (MSU), and a fellow 
with the Montana Institute on Ecosystems told a packed Ennis fire station that warming due to cli-
mate change is already here on Wednesday, Nov. 28. (J. Taylor)

SHERIDAN—The first of many holiday festivities kicked off on Friday 
evening, November 30, as Sheridan hosted its annual Christmas Stroll.

Businesses exceeded their regular business hours and supplied hot choc-
olate, cookies, cinnamon rolls and even soft pretzels if you stopped by the 
Shovel and Spoon, and hay rides traversed Main Street all evening. 

Met by the first significant snowfall of the season, hundreds of revelers 

Young attendees of Sheridan’s Christmas Stroll on Friday, November 30, 
lit sparklers to add extra shine to the lighting of two Christmas trees at 
Sheridan’s north end. Hundreds of locals celebrated the start of the holi-
day season with lights, bonfires and festive snacks. (R. Colyer)

Christmastime is here
Holiday strolls in full swing

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

SHERIDAN—The Ruby Habitat Foundation does a lot of 
things, but there are some workings of nature that they simply 
can’t control. 

One such occurrence happened again in 2018, for the second 
time in a row, when Canada Geese displaced the bald eagle family 
that had built a nest in one of the tall trees on Woodson Ranch’s 
1100-acre conservation area, co-opting the nest and using it for 
their own. The contesting species were only two of the 94 species 
of birds that have now been spotted on the Foundation’s property.

“For two years we watched them raise eaglets, and then these 
geese showed up,” says Dave Delisi, outreach coordinator for the 
Foundation. “It kind of blew everybody’s minds.”

The nest sits under the Foundation’s live-streaming nest cam, 
which had been installed to watch the progress of the eagles and 
their fledglings. But as time went on, the geese gained a sort of 
minor fame in the area.

“The elementary kids in both Alder and Sheridan just fell in 
love with the goose,” says Delisi. “The Alder school kids wanted 
to change their mascot to the Alder geese, and they wrote letters 
from the goose to the eagle and vice versa. It was just sweet and 
funny.”

Kindergarteners from Sheridan named the goose “Rebecca,” 
and the live-cam caught video of four goslings making the epic 65-
foot leap out of their nest while learning to fly back in May. It may 
not be science, but it was an educational experience for the kids 
regardless, says Delisi. It gave them a chance to create a genuine 
connection to the natural world.

Those school children were only a few of the over 1,800 visi-
tors welcomed to Woodson Ranch by the Ruby Habitat Founda-
tion this year. As 2018 draws to a close, the Foundation is looking 
back on an eventful 12 months and preparing for more years at the 
nexus of outdoor education, recreation, agriculture and wildlife.

History
The Ruby Habitat Foundation was founded in 2002, a decade 

after Craig and Martha Woodson purchased Woodson Ranch. Ini-
tially intending to keep it as a place to fish and enjoy a little slice of 
Montana paradise, their plans for the property changed after Craig 
suffered a stroke shortly after buying the land.

While recovering, Craig adjusted his focus to pursuing some-
thing that would preserve the property and keep it from being 
subdivided in the future. Eventually, the Montana Land Reliance 
came forward, willing to protect the land so a greater mission 
could be established.

“The foundation has a pretty complicated mission, but it syn-
thesizes into four things,” says Delisi. “Balancing agriculture and 
wildlife, while at the same time providing recreational and educa-
tional opportunities on the ranch.” 

Craig Woodson passed away in 2011, but Martha, well over 80 
years old, still spends half the year on Woodson Ranch. And year 
round, the Ruby Habitat Foundation coordinates intimate access 

TWIN BRIDGES - Twin Bridges may not have made the Class C 
8-man football championship bracket this year, and Ennis may have 
been knocked out in the first round after a 500-mile—one way—
road trip, but both teams were well represented in the post-season 
honorary teams announced last week.

The Mustangs had four players honored between the all-state 
team and the divisional honorees while the Falcons had five. Senior 
Brayden Oberg and junior Talon Fortner of Ennis and Jake Hughes 
of Twin Bridges made up three of the just eight athletes named to the 

Ennis, Twin Bridges players 
named to all-state football team

The Twin Bridges Falcons had five football players named 
to all-state and all-conference teams: Jake Hughes (81) 
was all-state and first team all-conference, while Dan-
iel Kruer (15), Bryce Nye (3), Nate Konen (7) and Steven 
Smathers (11) all made the second team all-conference 
list. (Twin Bridges Booster Club)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Ruby Habitat 
Foundation 
celebrates

eventful 2018
Gearing up for annual appeal to 

continue conservation, 
education  programs

The Ruby Habitat Foundation welcomed nearly 2,000 
visitors to Woodson Ranch in 2018. The nonprofit’s an-
nual fundraising appeal is currently in full swing. (R. 
Colyer)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

CLIMATE continued on A2

HOLIDAY continued on A3

FOOTBALL continued on A3

RUBY continued on A3
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perature trends across the last 1,700 
years. For most of that period, tem-
peratures rose and fell in a pattern 
that was fairly regular. However, be-
tween 1918 and 2017, there was a 1.5 
degree Fahrenheit (F) temperature 
increase, with 2013-2017 being the 
warmest five years on record, and 
2017-2018 featuring climate-related 
disasters such as huge forest fires, 
deepening drought.

• Annual average temperatures, 
including daily minimums, max-
imums, and averages, have risen 
across the state between 1950 and 
2015. The increases range between 
2.0 - 3.0°F during this period. 

• Winter and spring in Montana 
have experienced the most warm-
ing. Average temperatures during 
these seasons have risen by 3.9°F 
(2.2°C) between 1950 and 2015.

• Montana’s growing season is 
lengthening due to the earlier onset 
of spring and more extended sum-
mers. There are more warm days 
and fewer cool nights. From 1951-
2010, the growing season increased 
by 12 days. In addition, the annual 
number of warm days has increased 
by 2.0 percent and the annual num-
ber of cool nights has decreased by 
4.6 percent over this period.

• Despite no historical chang-
es in average annual precipitation 
between 1950 and 2015, there have 
been changes in average seasonal 
precipitation over the same period: 
Average winter precipitation has 
decreased by 0.9 inches, which can 
mostly be attributed to natural vari-
ability and an increase in El Niño 
events, especially in the western and 
central parts of the state. A signifi-
cant increase in spring precipitation, 
1.3 - 2.0 inches, has also occurred 
during this period for the eastern 
portion of the state. 

All of these things, and the sci-
ence from other studies across the 
globe, indicate that climate change 
is, indeed, taking place.

Scientists can point to some nat-
ural factors involved with climate 
change – atmospheric chemistry, 
ocean circulation patterns, solar ra-
diation intensity, snow and ice cover, 
Earth’s orbit cycle around the sun, 
continental position and volcanic 
eruptions. 

However, as the Montana as-
sessment points out, since the Indus-
trial Revolution, global climate has 
changed faster than at any other time 
in Earth’s history. Whitlock called 
the rate of change “unprecedented.”

The rapid rate of change is the 
result of change in atmospheric 
chemistry, specifically the increase 
of greenhouse gases: carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous ox-
ide (N2O), water vapor (H2O), and 
ozone (O3). This has been attributed 
to increased fossil fuel use, land-use 
changes such as deforestation and 
fertilizer production. 

Whitlock talked about how ice 
cores from the Antarctic show CO2 
levels across the last 800,000 years  
have risen from 200 parts per mil-
lion (ppm) during the Ice Ages to 
280 million ppm during the warmer 
periods between ice ages. In 2013, 
CO2 levels hit 410 ppm for the first 
time in history. Whitlock linked this 
astounding jump in CO2 levels with 
fossil-fuel burning.

There is a relationship between 
temperature and CO2 levels, Whit-
lock said.

The last time the Earth’s atmo-
sphere had CO2 levels this high was 
during the Pleistocene Epoch, when 
mammoths, sabre-toothed tigers, 
American camels, American lions, 
horses, short-faced bears and the 
like roamed the Earth. Pleistocene 
temperatures were 5.5. - 7.5 degrees 
warmer, 18 degrees warmer at the 
poles, there were no ice caps, and the 
sea levels were 82 feet above today’s 
mark. 

At that time, Whitlock said, 
Montana’s climate was more like 
South Carolina’s: hot, humid, mug-

gy, with the vegetation that goes 
along with this.

Whitlock pointed out that the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) predicts that 
by 2050, the Earth will experience 
a rise in global temperature of 1.5 
degrees – a conservative guess of 
what will happen with rising CO2 
levels. This would result in the death 
of all coral reefs in the oceans, more 
coastal flooding, and other impacts, 
which will have rebounding impacts 
on any number of things. If we con-
tinue along the same path, global 
temperatures could rise more than 
8 degrees.

Reviewing 11,000 years of 
change in North American pollen 
records, Whitlock said, 2016 was 
99.4 percent warmer than all of 
those years, a harbinger of things to 
come.

Montana’s future
According to the state climate 

assessment, Montana is projected 
to continue warming across all sea-
sons, and under all CO2 scenarios 
throughout the 21st century.

Since 1950, temperatures have 
warmed .42 degrees in Montana, 
while the U.S. average is .26 de-
gress, Whitlock said.

By mid century, Montana tem-
peratures are projected to rise by 
about 4.5 - 6.0°F depending on 
which scenario is considered: If the 
world can reduce fossil fuel emis-
sions and hold to IPCC’s goal of  
“only” a 1.5 degree warming, the 
lesser amount might apply. If we 
continue to do nothing, the higher 
amount applies.

By the 2100, Montana tempera-
tures are projected to increase 5.6 - 
9.8°F. 

All the models agree, Whitlock 
said, it will get warmer.

These state-level changes are 
larger than the average changes pro-
jected globally and nationally due to 
the fact that Montana is not located 
near an ocean, which could help 
moderate temperatures somewhat, 
Whitlock said.

The number of days in a year 
when daily temperature exceeds 
90°F and the number of frost-free 
days are expected to increase across 
the state. 

Increases 90°F-plus days are 
expected to be greatest in eastern 
Montana. Increases in frost-free 
days should be  greatest in the west-
ern Montana.

Across the state, precipitation 
is projected to increase in winter, 
spring, and fall; decrease in sum-
mer. 

The largest increases are ex-
pected to occur during spring in the 
southern part of the state. The larg-
est decreases are expected to occur 
during summer in the central and 
southern parts of the state.

These changes will impact wa-
ter, forest and agriculture:

Water - No getting around it, wa-
ter is life.

Since the 1930s Montana’s 
mountain snowpack has declined. 
This has been most pronounced 
since the 1980s. Warming tem-
peratures through 2100, especially 
during spring, are likely to reduce, 
possibly alleviate mid- and low-el-
evation snowpack, make snowmelt 
come earlier, and result in an earli-
er peak in spring runoff, Whitlock 
said. This will reduce the amount 
of water available in later summer, 
especially in snowmelt driven wa-
tersheds.

Total annual streamflows are 
projected to increase slightly for 
most state rivers, but the magnitude 
of change varies.

Changes to groundwater re-
sources will depend on the response 
of individual aquifers to warming. 
Still, the assessment says demand 
for groundwater is likely to increase 
as warmer weather dries up stock 

ponds or irrigation canals can’t de-
liver enough water in a timely man-
ner. The amount of water available 
for irrigation, for example, could 
buffer some climate-driven chang-
es, unless demand exceeds surface 
water supplies.

“Mega- droughts,” Whitlock 
said, will continue as a natural fea-
ture of Montana’s climate, but rising 
temperatures are likely to exacer-
bate these droughts, which will like-
ly occur during the late summer and 
early fall. She pointed to climate re-
cords showing such droughts in 936 
1054, and 1150 A.D. Also, 2017’s 
drought was a “flash drought” with 
a warm, wet spring followed by the 
precipitation simply getting turned 
off. Whitlock expected there to be 
more of these events, larger fires, 
and more crop damage in the future.

Forests - Warming can have 
positive or negative effects on for-
ests, depending on the location and 
conditions. However, the impact of 
extreme heat will not be good for 
trees, and the response of forests to 
warming is likely to be complex.

The effects of warming will 
be driven by temperature in en-
ergy-limited forests and moisture 
in water-limited forests. Also, the 
speed and magnitude of climate 
change is likely to outpace any gains 
in forest growth, resulting in a net 
loss of forests.

This will impact the U.S. Forest 
Service, which controls 59 percent 
of Montana’s forested lands, the 
most Whitlock said.

Forest fires and fire behavior are 
big concerns. Fires are likely to be 
more frequent and larger with in-
creased temperatures. A prolonged 
“fire season,” perhaps year-round, is 
also predicted. Insect problems are 
also likely. 

Finally, since forest store carbon, 
their reduction could hasten rising 
CO2 levels, a multiplying effect on 
both CO2 and temperatures.

Agriculture - Since multiple 
drivers – seed costs, market de-
mands, machinery, growing sea-
sons, etc. – steer agriculture, things 
get complex here. Climate is just 
one element of this, but the assess-
ment says it will become more im-
portant as warming continues into 
the 21st century. Every component 
of agriculture—from prices to plant 
pollinators and crop pests—has 
complex relationships to climate. 

Adaptability has always been a 
hallmark of Montana ag producers, 
and the assessment says this should 
continue. Diversified cropping sys-
tems, including rotation with pulse 
crops and innovations in tillage and 
cover-cropping, along with mea-
sures to improve soil health, will 
help adapt to climate change.  Some 
warming may actually be good for 
crops and forage in in the short 
term, but the impact of warming 
will become increasingly problem-
atic as time continues. 

Also, how climate change af-
fects global commodity prices will 
have a big impact: Small grain mar-
kets, for example, are globally driv-
en, where non-commodity crops 
tend to rely on local or specialized 

non-local markets.
For cattle and sheep, the mod-

els predict native plains vegetation 
will increase but livestock forage 
quality will decrease. Rising tem-
peratures will allow annual winter 
weeds like cheatgrass to gain a 
bigger foothold. This will decrease 
crop yields and forage productivity, 
and increase range wildfires.

Crop diseases and pests are 
projected to increase. Warmer tem-
peratures and more winter wheat 
could result in more crop pests, like 
the wheat stem sawfly, with natural 
regulation of this pest by native par-
asitoids declining.

Challenges & opportunities
A warming climate has 

far-reaching consequences, the as-
sessment says. So climate change 
– whether you believe it to be man-
made or part of a natural cycle – is 
here. What are the anticipated im-
pacts? Are there any opportunities 
that might result from this? 

Nationally, climate change is 
anticipated to cost billions of dol-
lars – as much as 10 percent of the 
U.S. gross national product – by 
2100, Whitlock said. Some of the 
costs involved would be the re-
sults of storm damage, heat waves, 
drought, flooding, fires and other 
extreme forms of weather. 

Yet at the same time more frost-
free days and longer growing sea-
sons could enable greater crop di-
versity. She talked about how some 
ag producers were now growing 
cantaloupe – really good Montana 
cantaloupe, she joked – instead of 
traditional crops, and how commer-
cial timber companies were already 
planting larch, which do better in 
warmer climates, than Montana’s 
current conifers. 

Still, more 90°F-plus days in a 
warming climate will stress crops 
and up water demand for most 
crops; limit grain development 
from pollination to seed and  ele-
vate heat stress on livestock.

Decreasing snowpack means 
reduced streamflow and less reli-
able irrigation, which will impact 
hay, sugar beet, malt barley, market 
garden and potato production; less 
water for trout, a hit on tourism; 
and so fourth, Whitlock said.

The assessment predicts 
hard hits by climate change on 
fast-growing “micropolitan” areas 
like Bozeman; resource dependent 
industries like agriculture, timber 
and tourism; and rural communi-
ties.

Water and water storage, ex-
treme floods and droughts, wild-
land-urban interface fires, live-
stock and crops, public health, 
wildlife like grizzly bears coming 
downslope and into human habita-
tion, are all areas of concerns with 
rising temperatures.

Whitlock said she would like to 
see the assessment expanded into 
more localized regions – a drilling 
down of the data, as she described 
it, to the watershed level – so con-
servationists, planners and others 
can start getting a handle on deal-
ing with the impacts of climate 
change.

CLIMATE  continued from A1:       Warming is already affecting Montana, what about the future?

BUTTE – NorthWestern Energy 
is warning customers about report-
ed incidents in Montana of scams 
involving imposter callers fraudu-
lently claiming to be representing 
the utility company and threatening 
to shut-off service unless immediate 
payment is made on utility bills.

More than 80 incidents have 
been reported to the NorthWestern 
Energy Customer Care Center in 
Butte, as of 8 a.m. Wednesday, No-
vember 28.

A government office in Still-
water County received a call from 
a person claiming there was an 
emergency and that he was from 
the utility company. When the caller 
was told he had reached a govern-
ment office, he hung up. The Still-
water County official reached out to 
NorthWestern Energy to warn about 
the suspected scam.

In Hamilton, a restaurant re-

ceived a call from a person threat-
ening that utilities would be shut off 
unless an immediate payment was 
made. The caller gave the restaurant 
a phone number to call and restau-
rant personnel reached out to a radio 
journalist in an effort to warn oth-
ers about the scam. That journalist 
called the phone number and was 
hung up on when he asked questions 
about the calls.

This type of scam activity is not 
new and has targeted utility custom-
ers across Montana and the nation 
for several years. The scam calls can 
be very convincing.

“The scammers are telling peo-
ple their electricity or gas service 
will be cut off in 30 seconds if pay-
ment isn’t made,” said Terri Lewis, 
NorthWestern Energy Customer 
Care Supervisor in Butte, Mont. 
“They are nice at first and then get 
upset when people ask questions. 

They are very convincing.”
NorthWestern reminds custom-

ers to be vigilant when it comes to 
anyone seeking payment informa-
tion on utility bills, either in person 
or via the telephone or internet.

Scammers typically tell cus-
tomers that their electric or natural 
gas bill is overdue and service will 
be shut off if payment is not made 
quickly; or to purchase pre-paid 
debit or cash cards sold at retail out-
lets and to call the scammers with 
the relevant numbers that allow the 
cards to be redeemed quickly.

“We’ve also heard reports that 
the scammers are telling people they 
need to change their meter and there 
is a charge,” Lewis said. “That is not 
true.”

If you think you have received a 
scam collection call, it is very helpful 
if you make note of the phone num-
ber and share it with NorthWestern 

customer service representatives.
Customers with questions or 

concerns about potential scams 
should contact NorthWestern Ener-
gy to report concerns or question-
able calls. Montana customers can 
contact NorthWestern at (888) 467-
2669.

NorthWestern does not call cus-
tomers and demand immediate pay-
ment of past-due bills. The utility 
will provide multiple past-due notic-
es before terminating service. If you 
get a cancellation notification, verify 
it by calling customer service. Don’t 
supply any personal information 
unless you are sure you are indeed 
working with the utility. NorthWest-
ern never asks customers to use a 
prepaid debit card for payment.

For more tips to avoid imposter 
utility scams visit, www.Utilitie-
sUnited.org.

NorthWestern warns of imposter utility scam
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took to the streets to enjoy holiday treats, bonfires and the 
lighting of two Christmas trees at the north end of town: a 
Douglas fir and a juniper tree, bedecked in colorful lights 
while spectators cheered and waved sparklers. 

And a familiar face made an appearance at the Prospec-
tor Restaurant at the other end of town: Santa Claus spent 
the evening handing out treats to Christmas Stroll attend-
ees young and old, as well as hearing their Christmas lists 
while there’s still enough time to relay any last-minute ad-
ditions to his elves.

The Christmas celebrations will continue this weekend 
with Ennis’s Christmas Stroll on Friday evening, Decem-
ber 7. Like Sheridan’s it will include free hayrides—pro-
vided by Matt Clover and the Vigilante Stageline team seen 
around Virginia City all summer long—and a festive tree 
lighting at Lions’ Park at 5 p.m. 

There will also be a competition for which business 
can create the most festive Christmas decoration display, 
awarded with a commemorative plaque. Willie’s Distillery 
took home the top prize last year, but Chamber of Com-
merce director Halley Perry says a repeat is not guaranteed 
by any means.

“There’s going to be some tough competition this year,” 
Perry says. The Chamber sponsors the stroll, as well as an 
annual fundraising competition for students at Ennis Ele-
mentary.

Each year, students from kindergarten through sixth 
grade design buttons commemorating the Christmas stroll, 
with the winning design reproduced and sold at businesses 
around town. Proceeds from the fundraiser go to the stu-
dent enrichment fund at the school, used to bring speakers 
and other new and unique opportunities and experiences to 
Ennis students.

This year’s winner will be experiencing the Christmas 
Stroll for the first time; sixth-grader Audrey Jones moved 
to Ennis from Gardiner earlier this year, and utilized the 
techniques her art class was practicing—learning to draw 
spheres—in her button design featuring a classic red orna-
ment. Jones’ button is for sale all over town, but each of the 
over 150 students who participated in the competition got 
their design turned into a button for them to keep.

Another highlight of the Christmas Stroll will be the 
annual ice sculpting competition, says Perry. With nearly a 
dozen participants, sculptures crafted out of giant blocks of 
ice will be on display all over town, from Madison Valley 
Public Library to Peter T’s Park and up and down Main 
Street.

“You don’t even have to know what you’re doing,” 
laughs Perry. “Some businesses will pay to have their logo 
sculpted, it’s always a fun competition.”

The Ennis Christmas Stroll will run from 3-8 p.m. on 
Friday, December 7. The American Legion is also starting a 
Christmas light fund to help decorate Main Street in future 
years, for which donations are welcome.

HOLIDAY  continued from A1:    It’s Christmastime  

A familiar face noting who’s naughty and who’s nice: Santa 
made an appearance at Sheridan’s Christmas stroll to hear 
what everyone had on their Christmas list. (R.Colyer)

all-state team.
Fortner and Oberg were also 

named to the First Team all-divi-
sion offensive team in both the of-
fensive and defensive fields, while 
senior Clay Coffman received a 
Second Team nod in the both cat-
egories and senior Rusty Lucas 
joined the First Team all-division 
defense.

For the Falcons, junior Jake 
Hughes (81) capped off a stellar 
season as Twin’s only representa-
tive to the all-state team. He swept 
the honors, joining the all-division 
First Team in both offense and de-
fense, leading a class of honorees 
that will mostly be returning for 
their senior seasons next fall.

Senior Daniel Kruer (15) was 
named Second Team all-division 
offense, while junior Bryce Nye (3) 
earned an honorable mention. Ju-
nior Nate Konen (7) and senior Ste-
ven Smathers (11) were both named 
Second Team all-division defense. 
It’s a better-than-average show-
ing for the Falcons, who usually 
qualify three or four athletes to the 
all-conference teams, but no sur-
prise to head coach Brett Nordahl.

“We’d really hoped to make 
the playoffs this year, and we fell 
just two points short to Ennis,” 
says Nordahl. “But it was a strong 
season nonetheless. The kids real-
ly competed hard and to have five 

athletes on the all-conference list is 
really great.”

It’s even more impressive when 
you look closely at the five Falcon 
athletes named to the honorary 
teams.

“Jake, Nate and Bryce have 
been consistent players for us over 
the last couple of years,” says Nor-
dahl. “But this was Daniel’s first 
year playing high school football, 
so to have him go out there and be 
second team all-conference was a 
really welcome surprise. And Ste-
ven took two years off and came 
back to play his senior year, so for 
him to then make that all-confer-
ence team as well was really great.”

Konen, Nye and Hughes all 
have another season to gun for 
those First Team slots in 2019, 
which Nordahl says will set a good 
foundation for the 2019 season, 
which can begin with even more 
momentum than this year. But all 
five athletes have other sports to 
play before they can refocus on 
football.

“Jake, Nate, Bryce and Dan-
iel all play basketball and do very 
well,” Nordahl says. “And Steven 
is javelin record for track team. He 
excels in track as well as a big con-
tributor to the football team.”

So, before football season starts 
again, there’s much to be excited 
about in Twin Bridges athletics for 

the rest of the school year. 
Class C 8-man Football Honor-

ees 2018:
All-State Honorees
Jordan Nees, Hobson—12
Justin Harris, Joliet—12
Brayden Oberg, Ennis—12,
Rylan Olson, Joliet—12
Jake Hughes, Twin Bridg-

es—11
Beau Drivdahl, Hobson—12
Talon Fortner, Ennis—11
Grand O’Rourke, Joliet—12

Divisional Honorees – Offense
First Team
Walker Antilla, Joliet—12
Grant O’Rourke, Joliet—12
Talon Fortner, Ennis—11
Jordan Nees, Hobson—12 
Simon Hanson, Absarokee—12
Justin Harris, Joliet—12
Rylan Olson, Joliet—12
Brayden Oberg, Ennis—12 
Caleb Bailey, Joliet—11 
Jake Hughes, Twin Bridg-

es—11 

Second Team
Beau Drivdahl, Hobson—12 
Austin Dennis, Park City—11
Dylan Morris, Hobson—9 
Zack Thomas, Hobson—11
Hayden Patnode, Hobson—12
Wyatt Anderson, Joliet—12 
Clay Coffman, Ennis—12 
Daniel Kruer, Twin Bridg-

es—12 

Honorable Mentions
Art Cavill, Harlowton—12 
Bryce Nye, Twin Bridges—11 

Divisional Honorees – Defense

First Team
Rylan Olson, Joliet—12 
Tayt Hansen, Hobson—11 
Connor McNeil, Park City—12 
Wyatt Anderson, Joliet—10
Beau Drivdahl, Hobson—12
Talon Fortner, Ennis—11
Tucker Brown, Hobson—10 
Kelly Lind, Joliet—10 
Jake Hughes, Twin Bridg-

es—11
Justin Harris, Joliet—12
Brayden Oberg, Ennis—12
Grant O’Rourke, Joliet—12
Rusty Lucas, Ennis—12

Second Team
Clay Coffman, Ennis—12 
Troy Fiscarelli, Park City—11
Austin Dennis, Park City—11
Nate Konen, Twin Bridges—11
Simon Hanson, Absarokee—12
Steven Smathers, Twin Bridg-

es—12
Colter Deupree, Hobson—12 

FOOTBALL  continued from A1:    Ennis, Twin Bridges players named to All-State team

to Montana’s most important natu-
ral resources for the people of the 
Ruby Valley.

Projects
In addition to observation of 

nest-stealing geese, the Ruby Hab-
itat Foundation conduct research, 
bring speakers and offer habitat ac-
cess for human and animal species 
alike.

In August, the Foundation 
hosted its annual Wildlife Speaker 
Series, which this year focused on 
the complex relationship between 
trout and agriculture. It ended with 
a catered dinner and drew around 
150 people, cementing it as one of 
the Foundation’s most successful 
events. 

“There’s sort of a constant hum 
of activity throughout the year,” 
Delisi says. One such recent hum 
came from a project conducted 
by Sheridan High School stu-
dents, who used some of Woodson 
Ranch’s aquatic invertebrate analy-
sis equipment to, as he says, “look 
at the squiggly things in the water, 
and so some applied science.”

In the end, those squiggly 
things proved helpful for the fish-
ermen who come to Woodson 
Ranch each year to fish the Ruby 
River, Clear Creek, Alder Creek 
and a manmade spring creek, all of 
which flow within the Foundation’s 
1100-acre boundaries. Many of 
them ask what flies they should use 
to have the most success, and now 
Delisi can tell them.

“Not only did they do some 
actual science and get out and get 
dirty, but those students gave me a 
tool that I can use,” he says. “Now 
I know what flies are living in the 
water that people are going to fish, 
because we partnered with those 
high school kids.”

The Foundation also hosts an 
annual summer intern, usually a 
college student, who allows them 
to dig deeper into conservation-ori-
ented agriculture. As the nonprofit 
conducts agricultural research and 
experiments, they share their find-
ings with local ranchers and agri-
cultural stakeholders, then put that 
information to use, like on one of 
their biggest—and most costly—
projects to date.

Clear Creek Project - A wa-
ter quantity and quality project in 
Clear Creek has been a major focus 
of the RHF since an NRCS evalua-
tion labelled the creek “unsustain-
ably impaired” back in 2010. The 
impairments were repercussions 
of creek straightening efforts from 
decades ago in the 1950s, designed 
to make the Ruby Valley more ac-
cessible for agriculture.

The water quantity issues were 
relatively easy to address, because 
most of the water removed from 
Clear Creek was being used to ir-
rigate nearby fields. With the help 
of a grant from the Environmen-
tal Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) and collaboration with the 
ranchers using Clear Creek, RHF 
managed a transition to pulling wa-
ter from a nearby reservoir instead 
of the creek and a transition to pivot 
irrigation rather than the traditional 
flood method, which uses signifi-
cantly more water.

“Last year, I had people call-
ing me and asking if there was any 
way to get more water into Clear 
Creek,” says Delisi. “And this year, 
people were calling to ask why 
there was so much water in it. And 
my response was, ‘We fixed it!’”

Though the quantity of water is 

on the mend, the results of straight-
ening Clear Creek are still felt, and 
are the next project RHF hopes to 
tackle. Following a straighter path, 
the water flows faster and also 
takes more sediment with it, pro-
moting erosion and skewing the 
levels of various pollutants in the 
creek. Slowing it down would re-
quire un-straightening it, and that’s 
exactly what RHF plans to do. Del-
isi calls it “restoring sinuosity.”

“We’d be reconnecting it to its 
floodplain and removing fish bar-
riers that are there right now,” he 
says. “About 25 percent of Clear 
Creek is going to be ‘fixed’ in that 
regard. There’s still work to do, and 
it’s a gigantic project, but we’ve 
made a lot of progress.”

But such an enormous project 
carries with it a correspondingly 
large price tag: Delisi’s preliminary 
estimate for a section where Clear 
Creek meets the Ruby is as much 
as $100,000.

Annual Appeal - That’s where 

the RHF’s largest fundraising push 
of the year comes in: The annual 
appeal. As a nonprofit that doesn’t 
charge a rod fee to fishermen or 
admission to its speaker series, the 
appeal is the primary way it gener-
ates the funds to continue its pro-
gramming.

RHF participated in Giving 
Tuesday this year the week after 
Thanksgiving and is also a member 
of 1% for the Planet, an organiza-
tion that connects business donors 
with worthy beneficiaries. Those 
organizations then donate 1 percent 
of their revenue to those recipients. 
With the work they do, Delisi says, 
there are countless reasons for do-
nors to support RHF.

“Everybody is looking out at 
the horizon,” he says. “What do we 
want to look like in 50 years? We’re 
not a pay-to-play kind of place. 
We’re here as a sort of community 
benefit and we get people from all 
over the country, but in the end we 
want to be here for our neighbors 
and help them.”

RUBY  continued from A1:        Conservation, education focus of Ruby Habitat Foundation

Kindergarten students from Alder and Sheridan fell in love with a nest-stealing goose at the Ruby 
Habitat Foundation’s Woodson Ranch this year, writing letters to the goose—who they named 
Rebecca—from the perspective of the eagles whose nest she co-opted. (RHF photo)

WHITEHALL—The Trojans 
kicked off their boys’ and girls’ 
basketball seasons at home on 
Saturday, December 1, when they 
hosted the Manhattan Christian 
Eagles. 

The Eagles came into the 
day’s games ranked at the top of 
district 11C (Whitehall is in the 
12C district) and showed exactly 
why in the boys’ game, defeating 
the Trojans. Manhattan Christian 
took an early lead, outscoring 
Whitehall 14-2 in the first quarter 
and leading 40-14 by halftime. 

Dylan Smith led the Trojans 
in an attempt to make a come-
back, logging 14 of Whitehall’s 
25 points, while Flint Smith 

added nine more, but it wasn’t 
enough. With Manhattan Chris-
tian’s Caleb Bellach scoring 20 
points, Caidin Hill adding 17 and 
Sam Leep with 12 more, the Ea-
gles swept the Trojans 65-25 in 
their season opener.

But, Whitehall turned the ta-
bles on Manhattan when the girls 
took the court. Led by Brynna 
Wolfe’s 12 points—including a 
pair of three-pointers, Jada Clark-
son’s 11 and Asha Noyes’ seven, 
the lady Trojans took an early 
lead by 16 points in the first quar-
ter and didn’t let it go, dropping 
the Eagles 49-29.

Whitehall and Manhattan 
Christian will meet up again this 
weekend when Manhattan hosts 
its Tip-Off Tournament Friday 
and Saturday, December 7-8. 

Whitehall opens basketball season 
against Manhattan Christian

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

OPINION

OBituaries
Darwin Burnett passed away 

November 28, 2018, in Bozeman, 
Montana. He was known for his 
friendly nature and expressions of 
gratitude. Aesop wrote, “Gratitude 
is the sign of noble souls.”

Darwin Eugene Burnett was 
born to George Benjamin Burnett 
and Margaret (Thomas) Burnett 
on September 14, 1929, in Shelley, 
Idaho. In childhood he lived in Ban-
nack, Twin Bridges, and Sheridan, 
Montana. A wooden desk in the 
Bannack school where he attended 
first grade is suspiciously etched 
with his initials.

After graduating from Sheridan 
High School, he enlisted in the Air 
Force, serving as an airplane me-
chanic during the Korean War. He 
met Barbara Jean Miller at a frater-
nity party at Montana State College 
and they married in Sheridan on De-
cember 23, 1951.

At the urging of two of his broth-
ers and Barbara, he attended Mon-
tana State College and graduated 
with a plan to teach shop in high 
schools.

During the college years, Dar-
win and Barbara bought twenty 
acres in Bear Canyon eight miles 
east of Bozeman and built a cabin 
using recycled lumber from a chick-
en barn and linoleum salvaged from 
a decommissioned battleship. There 
they lived with the first three of their 
nine children.

Darwin taught in Whitewater, 
Baker, Deer Lodge, and Bozeman, 
Montana, and Ogden, Utah. He 
was a beloved teacher. One student 
wrote, “I would like to thank you 
once again for being my teacher. 
You were a role model for me, an ex-
ample of the kind of man I wanted to 
be someday--kind to others, serious 
about work, shy and respectful, with 
a sense of humor, and smart. You 
were all those things as a teacher. 
Words cannot express my gratitude 
for what you gave us.” High school 
students in Baker dedicated the 
yearbook to him.

He served the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in vari-
ous capacities including missionary, 
branch president, and bishop’s coun-
selor.

After retiring from teaching, 

Darwin and Barbara operated a bed 
and breakfast and a sawmill; they 
also worked in the salmon canning 
industry in Valdez, Alaska. They 
served four full-time church mis-
sions: in Mexico twice, and once 
each in Argentina and Chile.

When not in their Bear Canyon 
home, or on one of their fourteen 
tours of Alaska, or traveling to visit 
family members spread from Min-
nesota to San Diego, they resided in 
their winter home in Quartzsite, Ar-
izona. Through missions, reunions, 
dances, music jams, and constant 
traveling, Darwin and Barb made 
friends from Nuiqsut, Alaska to 
Concepcion, Chile.

Darwin’s goodwill was ex-
emplary. He was independent, re-
sourceful, helpful, happy, gregar-
ious, and again, grateful. He was 
“easy to be intreated,” and proof that 
the meek shall inherit the earth.

Darwin is survived by his wife, 
Barbara; children, Rhyll (Steven) 
Croshaw, Tom (Melani) Burnett, 
Del (Kevin) Searle, George (Christy) 
Burnett, Marta (Bruce) Rigby, Ross 
(Rebecca) Burnett, Shauna (Jeanne) 
Sticht, Dawn (Reed) Frandsen, Hei-
di (Jon) Obray; brother, Keith (Mar-
lene) Burnett; sister-in-law, Patricia 
Burnett; forty-five grandchildren; 
forty-eight great-grandchildren; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be held Fri, Dec 7 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Dokken-Nelson 
and Sat, Dec 8 from 9:30 to 10:15 
a.m. at The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints on Colter Ave 
with a funeral service to follow at 
10:30 a.m. Interment will follow at 
3:30 p.m. at the Sheridan Cemetery, 
Sheridan, MT

Our beloved brother and 
uncle has joined loved ones in 
heaven.  

Bill was born in Butte 
Montana on October 23, 1952 
to Fred and Lois Hatch.  He 
joined sister Connie and three 
years later was joined by sis-
ter Cindy. 

Bill was a proud Navy vet-
eran. 

Bill was a gentle soul who 
loved his family and made 
friends easily. He loved to 
tell stories about his life ad-
ventures.  All who knew Bill 
heard his stories.  He loved 
family time, especially during 
the holidays.

Bill lived in Butte and Wy-
oming but made his home in 
Sheridan.  He made numer-
ous friends over the years 
but most of all he gained an 
extended family at the Ruby 
Valley Brew. He talked a lot 
and in length about his friends 
at the brewery. Bill was also 
very proud to be a member of 
the Mug Club.

Bill is proceeded in death 

by his parents, grand parents 
and numerous aunts and un-
cles.  He is survived by sis-
ters Connie (Ed) Engle, Cin-
dy Fischer; nieces Tabatha 
(Speedie) Lingenfelter, Tam-
mie Engle, Kim (Jess) Nixon 
and Amy Fischer; great-niec-
es Ashlie Engle and Abby 
Melvin. 

We will forever remem-
ber your stories.  Services are 
planned for June 2019. 

K&L Mortuaries & Cre-
matory of Sheridan is assist-
ing with arrangements.

David Gazzara, 63, of Ham-
ilton passed away peacefully 
at his home on November 17, 
2018. 

He was born David Anthony 
Gazzara to Joseph and Shirley 
Archey Gazzara on September 
10, 1955 in Roaring Spring, 
Pennsylvania. 

David was raised in Clays-
burg, Pennsylvania where he 
received his education. Later 
in David’s life he became very 
interested in taxidermy and at-
tended a taxidermy school.  He 
became quite the artist and won 
many awards for his taxidermy 
work.

David will be remembered 
for his love of his family and 
the gentle nature that he car-
ried. He will also be remem-

bered for his sense of humor. 
He loved the outdoors and was 
a lifetime member of Trout Un-
limited.  David loved f ly-fish-
ing and hunting where he was 
proud of the many trophies he 
had collected.  He was also a 
big Penn State football fan. 

David is survived by his 
wife Kathleen, son Nickolas 
(Molly) Gazzara and his broth-
er William Gazzara. 

He is preceded in death by 
his parents Joseph and Shirley 
Gazzara.

At David’s request, no for-
mal services will be held. 

Please express your condo-
lences with the family by visit-
ing www.dalyleachchapel.com 
under the obituary section.

Darwin Burnett
November 28, 2018

Bill Hatch
November 27, 2018

David Gazzara
November 17, 2018

By Jim Goetz & Paul Burdett, 

In 1987 the Montana Leg-
islature directed Montana De-
partment of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks to establish a statewide 
wildlife habitat system to bet-
ter conserve “our wildlife re-
sources and pass them intact 
to future generations.” This 
program, called “Habitat Mon-
tana,” turned out to be one of 
the most successful conserva-
tion and public access programs 
in the West. A recent opinion by 
Montana Attorney General Tim 
Fox, however, places the pow-
er to approve all conservation 
easements funded by the pro-
gram in the hands of the Land 
Board. This oversight by an ob-
structionist Land Board inter-
feres with FWP’s management 
of Habitat Montana and threat-
ens the long-term sustainability 
of the program.

The money for the program 
comes from a small fee on 
hunting licenses (92 percent of 
the funding comes from non-
resident hunting license fees). 
While FWP can purchase some 
land outright, FWP can also 
obtain conservation easements 
from willing landowners. The 
beauty of the conservation 
easement approach is that pri-
vate landowners continue to 
own their land while the ease-
ments protect habitat and en-
sure recreational access. As of 
December 2016, FWP held 43 
Habitat Montana wildlife con-
servation easements covering 
240,452 acres.

Many federal agencies, pri-
vate companies and conserva-
tion organizations have part-
nered with FWP to use Habitat 
Montana to protect tracts of 
important habitat, includ-
ing the Nature Conservancy, 
Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion, Trout Unlimited, Flathead 
Tribes, U.S. Forest Service, 
BLM, Montana Wildlife Fed-
eration, Northwestern Energy, 
and PPL-Montana.

Conservation easements 
are also essential to farmers 
and ranchers. The funding for 
a conservation easement is 
a strong tool to protect open 
space and help keep family 
ranches intact. By entering 
into voluntary agreements with 
FWP, agricultural producers 
can pay off debt, expand their 
operations, and address a host 
of other financial needs. These 
Habitat Montana conservation 
easements provide families a 
vital asset to secure their finan-
cial future.

In the past, most, but not 
all, of the FWP easements were 
routinely submitted to the Land 
Board for approval, although it 
is questionable whether this is 
a legal requirement. As long 
as the Land Board deferred to 
FWP’s expertise, no one ever 
raised the question whether 
taking these projects before the 
Land Board was founded on 
custom or law.

Since the 2016 election, 
however, the composition of 
the Land Board has changed—
and so has its attitude toward 

conservation easements. After 
years of deference to FWP, the 
Land Board (consisting of five 
state-wide elective officers in-
cluding the governor and attor-
ney general) began rejecting or 
delaying Habitat Montana con-
servation easements. Currently, 
FWP has over a dozen ease-
ments in the works, several of 
which need to close by the end 
of the year. Three have received 
final approval by FWP. Just 
these three easements alone 
will protect over 18,000 acres 
of land and will provide public 
access to them.

A technical legal question 
has arisen as to whether the 
Land Board’s approval is re-
quired for implementing a con-
servation easement. Montana 
law requires Land Board ap-
proval for “land acquisitions” 
of a certain size. The attorney 
general has prepared an opinion 
arguing that conservation ease-
ments must receive Land Board 
approval—Gov. Bullock dis-
agrees because the placement 
of a negative easement does 
not amount to land acquisition. 
Gov. Bullock has brought this 
issue to the Montana Supreme 
Court, which scheduled argu-
ment for Dec. 5, 2018.

While the legal issue pre-
sented is narrow, the impact of 
this decision will make a differ-
ence in the lives of sportsmen 
and other outdoor recreation-
ists across Montana for years 
to come. The viability and con-
tinued success of the Habitat 
Montana program is at stake. 

Habitat Montana has been used 
by FWP for over three decades 
to put together land deals that 
benefit landowners and provide 
public access to both public and 
private land for every Montan-
an.

The opposition of four 
members of the Land Board 
to FWP’s conservation ease-
ment program is puzzling. This 
program is critical to keeping 
agricultural land in the hands 
of Montana families with the 
added benefit of being an in-
valuable public access tool. 
The program is a win-win for 
everybody because it protects 
open spaces and recreation and 
habitat values, while keeping 
lands in private, economical-
ly productive ownership. With 
this vital conservation program 
threatened by politics, it is the 
public who stands to pay the 
price through loss of that wild-
life habitat—and the loss of 
access to thousands of acres of 
lands.

Jim Goetz, Bozeman attor-
ney, drafted the original Mon-
tana conservation easement 
legislation in the early 1970s at 
the request of a group of Black-
foot River ranchers. 

Paul Burdett is the in-house 
attorney for the Public Land/
Water Access Association 
(PLWA). Goetz and Burdett 
recently filed an amicus brief 
with the Montana Supreme 
Court for the PLWA supporting 
the governor’s petition.

Politics wrongly threatens 
conservation program
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VIRGINIA CITY—Melissa Brummell, RN, 
of the Madison County Public Health Depart-
ment (MCPHD) gave a public health update to 
the county commissioners at their weekly meet-
ing on Tuesday, November 27, showing just how 
busy the office has been as southwest Montana 
braces for winter.

Vaccinations
Brummell said the public health department 

has administered 629 vaccinations so far in 2018, 
including 452 f lu vaccines, up by nearly 25 per-
cent from last year at the same time, though she 
said that kind of variance isn’t unusual with f lu 
vaccines, generally increasing if there are f lu 
cases reported locally. There have been 31 re-
ported cases of the f lu in Montana this year, but 
none in Madison County.

MCPHD administered vaccinations at 
schools, nursing homes and businesses around 
the county this fall, as well as in local clinics. 
Nurses also administered other required or rec-
ommended vaccines to students at local schools 
who needed them.

Brummell said there is usually a second 
round of f lu vaccinations later in the season, but 
that she expects demand to taper off by February. 
She also noted that the county has seen a rash of 
both strep throat and pinkeye cases this fall and a 
couple of early season pneumonia cases in senior 
citizens. Pneumonia can develop from the f lu if 
not treated properly, one reason the annual f lu 
season poses an additional threat to older people.

Truck Wreck Protocol
Brummell presented MCPHD’s truck wreck 

protocol to the commissioners for its annual re-
view, but the document has a more specific pur-
poses than only what to do in the event of a crash: 
it deals specifically with trucks that carry food 
or products for public consumption.

Back in March a livestock trailer crashed 
in Madison County, carrying over 200 pigs. In 
instances like that, where cargo is destined for 
market, Brummell says it’s MCPHD’s job to en-
sure those products are still safe.

“It doesn’t really concern me unless food gets 
out and people consume it,” Brummell said. “If 
that happens, then it becomes a big, huge deal.”

There were no major changes to the protocol 
this year, which is written by county sanitarian 
Van Puckett. If a truck crashes carrying consum-

ables, it is the responsibility of the Department 
of Emergency Services (DES) to contact the 
Food and Consumer Safety office (FCS) to de-
termine whether the products are still safe to be 
transported, sold or consumed, usually involving 
a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) in-
spection. 

Exposure to dust, dirt, fuel, oil or refriger-
ants, exposure of refrigerated foods to warm 
temperatures or dented or broken containers 
are automatic criteria for products to be thrown 
away, but the protocol also outlines a series of 
criteria that determine whether they may be “sal-
vageable.” Damaged products can also be used as 
animal feed, as long as the state Department of 
Agriculture signs off on it.

Madison County receives a weekly update 
from the state of Montana reporting all truck 
crashes, including the number of wrecks and any 
trends involving certain transportation compa-
nies or geographic locations where crashes seem 
to happen more frequently. But Brummell says 
MCPHD rarely has to utilize its truck crash doc-
uments.

“It’s just good to have these protocols in place 
to protect our communities,” she told the com-
missioners.

Other public health business
Brummell noted that the county’s Public 

Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) contract 
was renewed in July, but that some extra grant 
funds were made available after that renewal that 
only recently got transferred to MCPHD. 

“It’s extra money in our pocket to support 
some of the PHEP-related activities we do,” 
she said. The extra funding amounts to around 
$4,000, spread out quarterly in installments of 
$1,000. PHEP is a nationwide program funded 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) and designed to help ensure that local 
health departments are prepared for unlikely cri-
ses—infectious disease outbreaks, natural disas-
ters or chemical or nuclear events. 

Brummell also said that public health staff 
would soon be undergoing a QPR training, a re-
sponse to feedback in MCPHD’s annual patient 
survey earlier this year. Many respondents said 
that they would like to see the department offer 
more suicide prevention information.

QPR stands for “question, persuade, refer,” 
and is a tool health care providers or bystand-
ers can utilize to evaluate whether someone they 
know is at risk for suicide and to ensure they get 
the help they need. Public health employees will 
receive the training, Brummell said, who can 
then lead trainings around Madison County for 
residents who are interested in becoming certi-
fied. 

County Public Health readies for 
second wave of flu vaccinations

County public health 
updates commissioners

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Justin Gnerer: 
Game retrieval service 

By John D. Taylor

Justin Gnerer finds his wild on horseback in the backcountry, helping hunt-
ers retrieve their game.

Gnerer, based in Whitehall, this year began a game retrieval service. 
Using horses in a packstring, and with the help of his brother, he hauls hunters’ 
trophies out of the backcountry – no easy chore when it’s 15 miles back in over 
rough country, icy trails, and there are several hundred pounds of elk meat and 
antlers to haul out. And his work is not without other hazards. He said n he has 
seen plenty of grizzlies hanging around the site of a big game kills, but the hors-
es know when bears are close – they start prancing, snorting and let him know 
when to be careful.

Although not limited to elk, he said most of what he 
fetched from the backwoods was elk, 
because most hunters typically handle 
deer-sized game themselves. 

Gnerer had been working with the 
U. S Forest Service – the agency that 
licenses him for game retrieval, an 
organization he said was great to work 
with – for a couple of years in order to 
get the business going.

“I was out anyway, I do a lot of hunting, 
and people were asking me to do this,” he 
said, noting that it is not legal to charge a 
fee for this unless a person is licensed.

Gnerer enjoys simply being out, being 
the person who thrills hunters when they 
see his horses get their hard-won game out 
of the wild places. Without him, hauling an 
elk out by backpack could be a couple-day 
adventure.

Bringing joy, horses, a memory and a taste 
of the wild home is where Gnerer finds his 
wild.

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

FINANCIAL FOCUS BROUGHT TO YOU BY ALEX BUELL, FINANCIAL ADVISOR AT EDWARD JONES

It probably doesn’t happen as much as you’d 
like, but you may occasionally have some 
extra disposable income. For example, 

perhaps you have recently received, or will soon 
receive, a year-end bonus. Or maybe you will get a 
sizable tax refund in just a few months. Wherever 
this money comes from, you will want to put it to 
good use. Should you use the cash to pay down 
debts or should you invest it instead?

There’s no simple answer, and everyone’s 
situation is different, but here are a few 
suggestions for helping you make a good choice:

• Evaluate your cash flow. If you already have 
enough cash to meet your daily living expenses, 
you might lean toward investing the money, but 
if you are just getting by, possibly due to heavy 
debt payments, then you might be better off using 
your newfound funds to reduce your debt load. 
Another way of possibly reducing your debt load 
is to build an emergency fund containing three 
to six months’ worth of living expenses, with the 
money kept in a liquid, low-risk account. Once 
you have such a fund, you could use it, instead of 
going into debt, to pay for unexpected costs, such 
as a new furnace or a major car repair. 

• Evaluate your debts. Some of your debts are 
actually more “expensive” to you than others. 
This expense level doesn’t necessarily refer to the 
size of the debt, however. You might have a large 
mortgage, for instance, but because your interest 
payments are typically tax deductible, your 
“after-tax” interest rate may be relatively modest.  
Therefore, you might consider using your excess 
cash for investments, rather than paying down 
your mortgage. But if you have consumer loans 
or credit cards that carry a high interest rate and 
whose interest payments are not deductible, you 
might be better off paying down this debt.  

• Evaluate your investment opportunities. You 
may have heard that one season or another is 
a “better” time to invest – but there’s really no 

strong evidence to support this claim. However, 
now that we are nearing the end of the calendar 
year, and only a few months away from the tax-
filing deadline on April 15, you may want to take 
advantage of at least one time-related investment 
opportunity. Specifically, you could use whatever 
extra money you have to fully fund your IRA, if 
you haven’t done so already. For the 2018 tax year, 
you can contribute $5,500 to a traditional or Roth 
IRA, or $6,500 if you are 50 or older. (Depending 
on your income, you may not be able to contribute 
the full amount to a Roth IRA.) You’ve got until 
the April 15 deadline to fully fund your IRA, but 
if you have the money sooner, why wait? The 
quicker it’s in your account, the faster it can go to 
work for you.  

One final suggestion: If you have a company 
match as part of your 401(k) or similar retirement 
plan at work, consider contributing enough to 
get your employer’s full matching contribution 
before you pay down debts – don’t leave this “free 
money” on the table.

Your year-end bonus, tax refund or other source 
of beyond-the-paycheck money can help you make 
progress toward your financial goals – so evaluate 
your situation and options carefully before making 
any moves. It will be time well spent. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer 
in all states and Washington,D.C., through Edward 
D. Jones & Co.,L.P., and in California, New 
Mexico and Massachusetts through Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of California,L.L.C.; Edward 
Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and 
Edward Jones Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, 
L.L.C. 

What’s Smarter – 
Paying Off Debts or Investing?  

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Jonathan Nutt has joined Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Montana Properties at the local 
Ennis Office.  Jonathan, a licensed Montana Broker, brings with him over a decade of real estate 
experience including owning his own company in Mississippi, Lineage Properties, LLC.  Jonathan 

graduated from Mississippi State University with both a Bachelors 
and Masters Degree in Business Administration and before he 
became a REALTOR he worked in finance for Fortune 500 defense 
contractor. 

Jonathan moved his wife Krystin, and their two children to 
Montana to enjoy the mountains and our vast outdoor life.  He is 
an avid lover of hunting, fishing, and hiking and whenever possible 
you will find him in the back country.  Krystin is a nurse practitioner 
at Madison Valley Medical Center in Ennis and their children attend 
the Ennis schools.  Jonathan also brings a strong knowledge from 
construction and looks forward to helping people find their dream 
in the Madison Valley area.

Welcome aboard, Jonathan!
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First Annual 
UGLY CHRISTMAS 

SWEATER CONTEST 
to be held during the Christmas Stroll.
Ugliest Christmas sweater $50

Most Creative ugly Christmas Sweater $25
Funniest ugly Christmas Sweater $25 

Most original ugly Christmas Sweater $25
Ugliest Christmas Pet Sweater $25

Winners will be posted at the chamber of Commerce following the Stroll

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™
Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner

Quinn Diamond, Owner

 We will have 
Hot Cocoa, 
Treats and 

Goodie bags!
Brought to you by

WHAT DOES MADISON COUNTY DUI TASK FORCE DO?
• Provides programs to the schools in Health and Wellness and Driver’s Education
• Provides Drug Take Back Containers for Law Enforcement
• Participates in community Health Fairs 
• Supports school sober parties
• Supports and participates in the school’s Business Professionals of America, 

helping students with programs that focus on safety i.e. reducing underage 
drinking and driving impaired. 

• Provides grants to community programs that help reduce underage drinking and 
driving impaired.

• Collects County Data for baseline and trend data
• Supports Responsible Alcohol Sales and Service Trainings
• Supports victim advocate programs that help reduce driving impaired and 

underage drinking
• Supports training for Law Enforcement to reduce underage drinking and impaired 

driving

Support your task force we are making a difference in madison county. 
Madison County Dui Task Force does not use tax payer dollars to fund their programs 
they are funded by re-instatement fees through the department of transportation and 

donations. Please consider donating to the Madison County DUI Task Force… 
if you are interested in one of our programs please give Lynn a call at 406-660-7330

christmas  
eve  dinner at 
pompey’s grill

Gather your friends and loved ones for Christmas Eve dinner at 
Pompey’s Grill. Reservations are now being accepted with spots open 
between 4:30 and 9 p.m. Order from our regular dinner menu and 
celebrate the season in our decorated hotel.

LU X U RY L OD GI NG 
F I N E & CA SUA L DI N I NG

SPECI A L EV EN T S

T h r e e F or k s , Mon ta na  •  4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5 

WWW.SACAJAWEAHOTEL.COM
F OL L OW U S F OR T H E  L AT E S T S AC N E W S

Ring in the New Year with a 5-course 
dinner at Pompey’s Grill followed by live 
music by The Max in the Sac Bar. Dinner 
includes choice of appetizer, soup and 
entrée, house salad, dessert and a glass of 
champagne. Call today for reservations. 

New year’s  eve 
celebration

HELENA - Montana’s Republi-
can Senator Steve Daines and Dem-
ocratic Senator Jon Tester joined 
congressional representatives and 
conservationists for a press confer-
ence in Washington, D.C. on Thurs-
day, November 29 to call for the 
permanent reauthorization of a pro-
gram first established by President 
Lyndon Johnson in 1964.

The Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF) is one of the 
largest sources of government fund-
ing for public lands and recreation. 
The fund partners with more than 
1,000 entities, including businesses, 
conservation groups and federal, 
state and local governing bodies, to 
preserve areas like national parks, 
monuments, battlefields, wildlife 
refuges, trails and national forests.

“The land and water conserva-
tion bill assures our growing popu-
lation that we will begin, as of this 
day, to acquire…the outdoor recre-
ation lands that tomorrow’s Amer-
icans will require,” said Johnson 
when he signed the bill. Since then, 
LWCF has funded countless proj-
ects across the U.S. with the interest 
of preserving public lands, history 
and culture.

Daines touched upon his up-
bringing in Bozeman while praising 
the work of the LWCF.

“When my parents moved to 
Bozeman when I was a year old, 
it was a town of 15,000,” Daines 
said. “Today, Bozeman is the fast-
est-growing micropolitan area in 
America. Why is that? It’s because 
of the quality of life there, and that’s 
because of programs like the LWCF 
that allow us to access public lands.” 

Daines was joined by sena-
tors from Colorado and Washing-
ton and representatives from New 
York, Pennsylvania and Arizona to 
call for permanent funding of the 
LWCF, which expired on Septem-
ber 30. The bill has required consis-
tent re-upping over the past several 
years, but President Donald Trump’s 
new budget has drastically cut the 
program’s funding, something at 
which Senator Jon Tester expressed 
frustration on Thursday.

“Over the years, the LWCF 
has set aside thousands of acres of 
land, increased access to our public 
lands so we can hike and bike and 
hunt and fish, and done some great 
things for parks and urban areas,” 
Tester said. “The president’s budget 
cut this fund by 99 percent. We need 
$900 million in it. That’s what it was 
initially funded at. It’s important we 
make this a top priority.”

The $900 million budget re-
quested by LWCF has been funded 
in the past by offshore drilling reve-
nues, which measured more than $5 
billion in 2015 and about $3 billion 
in 2016. In recent years the fund has 
not received its full funding, what 
the congressional push seeks to rem-
edy.

“We need to get the LWCF per-
manently reauthorized,” said Wash-
ington Senator Maria Cantwell. 
“It’s time that Congress not go into 
2019 with a question mark around 

something that’s so important to our 
economy.”

Cantwell wasn’t the only speak-
er to touch on the importance of 
recreation to state economies. Tester 
noted that the recreation and out-
door industries bring $7 billion to 
the Montana economy annually, and 
the LWCF reports that outdoor rec-
reation creates 6.1 million American 
jobs and brings in $39.9 billion in 
federal tax revenue.

LWCF Projects
The LWCF uses four major av-

enues to contribute to conservation 
nationwide:

- The Forest Legacy Program 
is a voluntary program designed to 
protect forest land from develop-
ment via conservation easements or 
outright purchses;

- The Cooperative Endangered 
Species Fund works under the En-
dangered Species Act to conserve 
both threatened species and the hab-
itats they live in;

- The American Battlefield Pro-
tection Program works to protect 
historical parks, military parks, 
monuments and battlefields in or-
der to preserve the sites of historical 
events and history-changing con-
flicts;

- State and local assistance 
grants, which make up the largest 
portion of the LWCF’s work.

In its 54-year history, the LWCF 
has facilitated over 42,000 grants to 
state, local and tribal governments 
to create and expand parks, recre-
ation facilities and strategic recre-
ation plans. In Montana, the fund 
has contributed to over 600 projects.

Locally, since 1964, 17 of those 
projects inhabit Madison County. 
From city parks in Sheridan and 
Ennis, to the Varney, Valley Gar-
den and Burnt Tree fishing access 

sites used by thousands of Madison 
River fly fishermen annually, LWCF 
has contributed nearly $570,000 in 
grants to Madison County alone, 
supporting one of the area’s largest 
economic sectors.

In addition to the politicians, 
community members have been ad-
vocating to fully fund LWCF since 
before its September expiration. 
Lynn Scarlett, head of external af-
fairs for the Nature Conservancy, 
noted that in just a month, over 2 
million messages have been sent to 
policymakers from people who care 
about conserving their public lands.

“We have 1.5 million members, 
and they have one big message: we 
need mandatory, permanent and full 
funding of the LWCF,” Scarlett said. 
“Why that message? We at the Con-
servancy like to say that nature is not 
just nice. It’s essential. The benefits 
are vast.”

Several congressmen made a 
plea for Congress to accomplish 
this goal before the end of its cur-
rent session during the upcoming 
month. The bill to fully and perma-
nently fund LWCF, co-sponsored 
by 42 Democrats, six Republicans 
and two independent senators, was 
referred back to the Senate on Octo-
ber 2 by the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The 115th 
Congress ends on December 14, so 
senators only have days to approve 
the bill before Congress goes enters 
recess.

Representative Lee Zeldin of 
New York brought the message 
home at Thursday’s press confer-
ence in Washington.

“This shouldn’t be a Republican 
or Democrat win, a conservative or 
liberal win,” Zeldin said. “It’s an 
American win. We have a responsi-
bility to leave this world better than 
we found it.”

Senators Daines, Tester fight to 
fully fund conservation bill

Land and Water Conservation Fund expired September 30

Sen. Daines and supporters of LWCF rally outside the Captiol in 
Washington, D.C. (Submitted)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Remax Mountain Property donated $1,000 to the Ennis Senior Center. Pictured left to right are 
Corinna Christensen, Brianna Nelson, Lynne Foreman, Laura Gilmore, Jennie Rohrback, Pam 
Menzel, Kim Foreman, and Lincoln Roberts. Please support our Ennis Seniors. (Submitted)
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SPONSORED BY:

Madison County 

November 25 - December 1, 2018.
D I S P AT C H

November 25 – Citizen Assist on 
Ramshorn Creek Rd., Sheridan; Wel-
fare Check on Davey Creek Rd., Alder; 
Medical Aid in 300 Blk Boundary St., 
Sheridan; Medical Aid in 500 Blk Ray 
Ln Sheridan; Accident on East Bench Rd 
Twin Bridges; Accident on US Hwy 287, 
MM 19, Cameron; Fire Call on MT Hwy 
359, Cardwell; Accident at MT Hwy 287 
& Beaverhead St., Ennis.

November 26 – Wildlife Complaint in 
100 Blk Varney Rd., Ennis; Medical Aid 
in 2200 Blk MT Hwy 287, Alder; Theft 
Complaint on Cactus Ridge Rd., Twin 
Bridges; Abandoned Vehicle on MT Hwy 
41, Twin Bridges; Accident on MT Hwy 
287, Ennis; Assault on MT Hwy 84, MM 
9, Norris; Accident on MT Hwy 287, MM 
5, Ennis; Alarm Call in 100 Blk Bear 
Creek Rd. E, Cameron; Accident at MT 
Hwy 287 & Bivens Creek Rd., Sheridan

November 27 - Wildlife Complaint in 
800 Blk Madison Ave., Ennis; Medical 
Aid on Cottonwood Ln., Ennis; Suspi-
cious Circumstances in 100 Blk Madison 
St., Sheridan.

November 28 - Welfare Check in 400 
Blk W. Hugel St., Ennis; Traffic Com-
plaint on MT Hwy 287, MM 5, Ennis; 
Coroner Call in Sheridan; Theft Com-
plaint in 10000 Blk Stone Creek Rd., 
Twin Bridges; Traffic Complaint on MT 
Hwy 41, MM 26, Twin Bridges.

November 29 - Fire Call on Wet 
Georgia Rd., Sheridan; Medical Aid 
on Cottonwood Ln., Ennis; Suspicious 
Circumstances on Reel St., Pony; Theft 
Complaint on Forest Service Rd., Ennis; 
Traffic Complaint at MT Hwy 287 & MT 
Hwy 41, Twin Bridges.

November 30 - Theft Complaint in 
200 Blk W. Wallace St., Virginia City; 
Trespass Complaint on Pony Rd., Pony; 
Accident in 500 Blk Varney Rd., Ennis; 
Accident on N Meadow Creek Rd, McAl-
lister; Suspicious Circumstances in 300 
Blk N. Main St., Twin Bridges; Accident 
on MT Hwy 41, MM 23, Twin Bridges; 
Accident on US Hwy 287, MM 53, McAl-
lister; Medical Aid in 100 Blk Main St., 
Harrison.

December 1 - Medical Aid in 200 Blk 
Boundary St., Sheridan.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

Purrow. I’ve got my cute face on and hope someone falls 
in love with me. I’m looking for a meowvalous home 

where I’ll get lots of loves and playtime. Have everything 
taken care of for this year and one for life, so I’m all ready 
to be your playful little lovebug. I get along with others 
well, I have a sister and 3 brothers, so I have to. Please call 
Misty at 439-1405 and ask about us. Well ask about me 
first purrrease, Benton

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Benton

McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan
Bulk fuel delivery in Madison 

& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**fi shing licenses, bait & tackle**

The Madison County Sheriff’s Office responded to 76 Calls for service from No-
vember 25 - December 1.

dirt work, Property 
Improvement & Debris Removal.

A Licensed and Insured Contractor, 
covering Southwest Montana.

406-949-6070
A Division of Jeff Welborn Auctions,LLC

• Brush & land clearing. •  Stump removal. 
• Driveway grading and site prep. • Trail & landscape prep. 

•  Industrial & small pasture mowing. 
• Fuel loads/fire mitigation. 

• Landscape structures. • Late model, track machines for 
minimum impact.

Vigilante trail ventures.

Cameron Christmas Party
CAMERON – The public 

is invited to the Bear Creek 
Schoolhouse for a potluck 
dinner 6 p.m., December 19, 
the dinner to be followed by 
Christmas Carols and a visit 
from Santa. 

In years past, notes Janet 
Smith, the local schoolhouse 
served not only as the center 
of education, but was also the 
gathering place for community 
events.

Neighbors looked forward 
to getting together for danc-
es, church services, weddings, 
picnics, and a variety of social 
gatherings.

The historic Bear Creek 
Schoolhouse still serves as a 
gathering place where friends 
and neighbors get together for 
celebrations, or just to catch 
up with what’s going on in the 
neighborhood.

When cabin fever starts set-

ting in, there are March Mad-
ness Pinochle parties.

Summertime brings the 
neighborhood BBQ and also the 
popular Cowboy Poetry Night.

But Christmas is also a spe-
cial time to get together for an 
old-fashioned potluck supper, 
followed by Christmas carols 
and a visit from Santa.

Smith asks those attending 
to bring a favorite dish and also 
a wrapped gift for the kids you 
bring (which you will place in 
Santa’s bag in the foyer). 

And don’t forget your sing-
ing voice

Questions?  Call Jan at 682-
4636.

Bear Creek Schoolhouse near Cameron

SHERIDAN – Sheridan School 
district has announced their Stu-
dents of the Month. Students are 
chosen by faculty and staff mem-
bers based on their citizenship, lead-
ership and academic attitude.  The 
following students were selected for 
October:

K – Cole Hansen
1 – Nicole Braaten
2 – Maelin Brown
3 – Riley Chisholm
4 – Benjamin Patterson
5 – John Martens
6 – Sawyer Anson
7 – McCall Leavens
8 – Natalie Schrank
9 – Jenna Nate
10 – Coleman Gilman
11 – Amanda Grow
12 – Ashton Sheffield

Sheridan names 
students of the 

month

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Dee Loveland and 
Cherrie Zitting

Madison Valley Manor Auxiliary 
president Dee Loveland and member 

Cherrie Zitting created the MVM Novem-
ber window display at Berkshire Hathaway 
in downtown Ennis to showcase the manor, 
volunteers and activities. Dee, aka “The Win-
dow Whisperer,” transformed the window 
with support from the MVM Auxiliary and 
Berkshire Hathaway.  

“The MVM Auxiliary members spend 
countless hours helping the MVM residents,” 
says Shari, one of the Manor’s activities di-

rectors, who nominated Loveland and Zitting 
as this week’s volunteer spotlight. “They’ve 
provided weekly hair care for some of our 
ladies and are always quick to respond to the 
MVM Wish List and special requests.”

Auxiliary members often accompany MVM 
Activities Staff on outings to help with the 
residents. They also sponsor and host the 
monthly resident birthday party, complete 
with live music, birthday gifts, cake and ice 
cream.

“Financially they have always been there 
to fill in the gap for items not available in the 
budget,” says Shari. We so appreciate all that 
the MVM Auxiliary members do for Madison 
Valley Manor!” 

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

The Berkshire Hathaway window displaying Madison Valley 
Manor Auxiliary projects.
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OPPORTUNITYBANK.COM

103 N. MAIN ST., SHERIDAN • 406.842.5411
107 S. MAIN ST., TWIN BRIDGES • 406.684.5678

The
Ruby Valley

Giving Trees provides gifts
 for children and elderly in need.
Tags are placed on the Christmas

trees at Opportunity Bank of Montana
in Sheridan and Twin Bridges

Please call:
Billie @ 406-842-5044 
For the Sheridan Tree

or
Jody @ 406-684-5656

for the Twin Bridges Tree

Monetary donations welcomed
at Sheridan or Twin Bridges branches

or send a check made out to

  The Ruby Valley Giving Tree,
c/o Opportunity Bank 

PO Box 587, Sheridan, MT 59749
or

Twin Bridges BPA
c/o Opportunity Bank

PO Box 417, Twin Bridges, MT 59754

RUBY VALLEY GIVING TREES

DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTING NAMES DECEMBER 3, 2018

Black Jack Ranch Gallery is pleased to present:

Todd Connor
Tom English
Leigh Fosnot

Ken Hall
Jennifer Johnson

Greg Kelsey
Nancy Krause

David Lemon
Michael Maydak
W. Steve Seltzer

Diane Whitehead
Ellie Thompson

Ezra Tucker
Shirle Wempner
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SHEDHORN SPORTS
5TH ANNUAL LADIES NIGHT

December 9th, 2018   4-6 pm

THE MOOSE ARE LOOSE!!!!
SHEDHORN SPORTS 

ENNIS, MT 59729
406-682-4210

LADIES!!!!
LEAVE THE MEN AND CHILDREN AT 

HOME AND JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF BIG 
SALES, GAMES, PRIZES, FOOD, BEVERAGES, 

AND FUN!!!!

CLOTHING30%OFF

FOOTWEAR30%OFF

*SPORTING
GOODS20%OFF

*SPORTING GOODS DOES NOT INCLUDE: PRIMERS, POWDER, BULLETS, AMMO

FIREARMS10%OFF

STOP BY FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN THE FOLLOWING PRIZES

* DRESS DONATED BY KUHL
* JACKET DONATED BY KUHL
* CHACO SHOES GIFT CARD

MORE PRIZES DONATED BY: 
* STANLEY

* FARM TO FEET
* BUFF

 *TRUE VALUE HARDWARE
*WILLIE’S DISTILLERY

* WOMEN’S KING’S CAMO 
HUNTING OUTFIT DONATED 

BY KING’S CAMO

CALL
842-7999

Give Homemade
Nothing says you care like a 
delicious scratch-made meal. 

This holiday, give a Shovel & Spoon 

GIFT CERTIFICATE

108 N Main St, Sheridan
MON & WED 11-2PM

TUE, THUR, & FRI 11 - 7PM
theshovelandspoon.com

HALO Studio HAIR

215 S. FIRST STREET, 
ENNIS

406-224-1822

ANGELA POST, OWNER

A Divine Experience 
In Hair Design

Gift Certificate

HALO Studio HAIR

To:     Amount:

From: 

Authorized Signature:         Expiration Date:

Someone you care about!
$ Depends!

You
Angela Post

N/A

‘Tis the season of giving!

Give a gift certificate from HALO

Sheridan Liquor & Fine Wine
108 1/2 North Main Street

Sheridan, MT 59749
(406) 842-5790

Featuring Liquor Gift Sets and a 
selection of Greeting Cards!

Accepting all major credit cards  |  Great selection and prices!

To celebrate our Christmas Cheer
 we are giving great deals with our 

December Advent Calendar!

This week’s great deals:

For the rest of December’s Advent Calendar, go to:
www.facebook.com/ennistradingpost/

DEC. 6: 60% off add dresses

DEC. 7: Free ornament w/ purchase

DEC. 8: 30% off entire store

DEC. 9: $10 tote item w/ purchase

DEC. 10: 50% off all boots

DEC. 11: Denim BOGO $20

DEC. 12: 40% off Johnny Was

DEC. 13: 25% off Life is Good
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COME ON DOWN TO THE

Get Your
“Happy Place”

Stickers here . . .

All Christmas Decorations

25% OFF REGULAR PRICE!  
Limited to stock on hand.

Good Dec 7-13
Ennis True Value

6 SUNRISE LOOP, ENNIS, MT  59729  |  682-4015
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy. High 32, low 19. 
Winds S 6 mph, 0 percent chance 
of precipitation.

“The pessimist 
complains about the 
wind; the optimist 
expects it to change; 
the realist adjusts 
the sails.”

William 
Arthur 

Ward

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Cloudy. High 35, low 20, Winds 
S 7 mph, 10 percent chance of 
precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 32, low 13. 
Winds SSW 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Mostly sunny. High 30, low 8. 
Winds SSW 4 mph, 0 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Sunny. High 24, low 3. Winds 
SSW 3 mph, 0 percent chance of 
precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

The Ennis Lions Club is donating $500 to Brian Hilton for 
the Ennis schools’ Colt Club after school program.  The 
money will be used to help purchase winter gear for stu-
dents in need. (Submitted)

DILLION - Do you have a 
cheatgrass problem?

Join the Beaverhead Coun-
ty Weed District & Extension 
Office Monday, December 10, 
from 6 – 8 p.m., at the Bea-
verhead County 4-H Building 
on the fairgrounds in Dillon,  
for dinner and a presentation 
on Cheatgrass Management in 
Southwest Montana.

Cheatgrass is a big issue 
threatening agriculture and 
conservation alike. 

Kyle Cutting, Red Rock 
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
Biologist, and Dr. Lisa Rew, 
and expert in plant invasion 
ecology at Montana State Uni-
vesrity, have been working on 
a project that is treating cheat-
grass in rangelands, while max-

imizing native plant diversity.
Cheatgrass treatments be-

gan in Fall of 2017, and so far, 
the method is proving highly 
effective.

One Credit toward applica-
tor licenses is available. 

Dinner will be provided 
courtesy of the Weed District 
and the Beaverhead County Ex-
tension Office. An RSVP, while 
not required, is appreciated to 
ensure enough food is available 
for all.

To RSVP or for more infor-
mation, contact Amber Burch 
at 406-683-3790 or email 
aburch@beaverheadcounty.org; 
or call the Beaverhead County 
Extension office at 406-683-
3785 or beaverhead@montana.
edu.

Cheatgrass management

WE WOULD  L I KE  TO  THANK 
AOS A. Ortega & Sons LLC, Cory Johnson, 

D&D Auto, ERA Landmark Arrow Real Estate, 
L&J Construction Group, LLC, Madison Foods, 
MDM Construction, Murdochs, Plain Janes and 
Re/Max Mountain Property for sponsoring this 
trip.  We want to personally thank everyone 
for particiapting in the raffle drawing that 
was held for Brummie.  A big thank you to 
Urban Photography, Woolzies Willow Creek 

Café, Harrison Town Haul Diner, Trenz Salon, 
Shedhorn Sports, Nacho Mamas and The Daily 
Grind Espresso & Boutique for donating the 

raffle prizes.  
And a huge shout out to the whole 

community of Ennis for supporting Brummie 
as he follows his dreams in rodeo. 

Sincerely 
Jamie, Holli, Brummie, 
Ruby and Brynlie Boggus

Thank You!
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ENNIS—Earlier this year, Toni 
Bowen tried to look up the history of 
the Madison Meadows Golf Course, 
and by extension, the ranch that had 
been there for decades before the golf 
course came to be. She was simply in-
terested out of curiosity, but quickly 
became shocked to find that there was 
nothing, anywhere, about the history 
of the golf course, the development it 
houses or the ranch it had once been.

“I’ve lived here for 25 years, and 
there’s nothing about the history of 
how the golf course came about, or 
how it was involved in Valley Garden 
Ranch,” says Bowen. “I was just flab-
bergasted when I couldn’t find any-
thing on this.”

Bowen lives in the very first house 
that was built on the golf course, hav-
ing bought and remodeled it last year. 
She also knows Dan Leadbetter, one of 
the men responsible for the project in 
the first place. 

She began by consulting the Madi-
son Valley History Association, which 
keeps meticulous records, relics, pho-
tographs and stories of the history of 
Madison County and its communities. 
They didn’t have anything on the area 
she was interested in. 

So, she went farther back, con-
sulting Madison County’s archives, 
old land purchase deeds and even the 
Montana Pioneer Book, a directory 
and anthology of the families who set-
tled the Last Best Place, well back into 
the 1800s. Curiosity drove her to every 
source she could think of.

Soon, she set about writing the sto-
ry she couldn’t find anywhere else. 

“Madison Meadows and Valley 
Garden Golf Village—A History”

By Toni Bowen
According to James Spray in 

“Early Days in the Madison Valley,” 
a gentleman by the name of Wetmore 
Hodges purchased the famous Valley 
Garden Ranch, which included the 
Oliver Ranch and the Sawtell Place, 
in 1929.  The transaction also includ-
ed property which Hodges purchased 
from Ernest Vetter, which he named 
the Jumping Horse Ranch and where 
he raised polo-type horses.  In 1948, 
Hodges sold Valley Garden Ranch to 
Mr. L. W. Fitzgerald. 

Valley Garden Ranch was pur-
chased by Win-Del Ranches Inc. of 
Colorado Springs in May 1951.  Win-
Del was named for Deb Leadbetter’s 
parents, Winnie and Del Holbrook. 
Deb and her husband Dan Leadbetter 
moved onto the ranch from Colorado 
in 1957 and took over after Deb inher-
ited the property from her parents.

In the late 1970s, Dan Leadbetter 
and several of his golf buddies tired 
of playing the golf courses around the 
Bozeman area and decided they need-
ed one closer to home. Bob Rice, own-
er of the Rice Ranches in Harrison, 
was a friend and fellow golfer of Dan 
Leadbetter and owned some adjoining 
ranchland. 

The two decided to donate parts of 
their respective properties for commu-
nity use as the golf course they wanted 
to build. Leadbetter donated 80 acres 
of hay ground near the Ennis Rodeo 
grounds and Rice donated 20 acres to 
the west, making up what is now the 
102 acres of golf course property. 

During that time, there was a gov-
ernment program funding public proj-

ects by which the government would 
match land pledged by local commu-
nities. The acreage donated by Lead-
better and Rice, plus fifty shares of wa-
ter rights in the Madison Canal, were 
enough to get the project approved, 
and the land was deeded to Madison 
County. That program later folded, 
says Leadbetter, now 84 and living in 
Bozeman, and he doesn’t remember 
what it was called.

A group of friends and neigh-
bors—Leadbetter and Rice, plus Peter 
Combs, Elmer Hotvedt, Andy Kel-
ly, Dan Segota, Bob Brand, Clancy 
Stalcup, Bob Storey and Gene Hanni, 
among others—hired a golf course 
architect from Colorado to design the 
course. The par-36, nine-hole, links-
style course opened for play in 1982.  
Additions like the clubhouse, tennis 
courts and maintenance shed were 
added later with the provided govern-
ment funds and course revenue.

 The Leadbetters, along with Deb’s 
mother Winnie, later planned the res-
idential development surrounding the 
golf course. The subdivision, laid out 
by Christian Spring Engineering, in-
cluded a community water system, as 
the Leadbetters believed the lots would 
be more valuable if water was includ-
ed.  The original project took approxi-
mately 6 months.  

In 1982, the first phase lots were 
put on the market for sale in the golf 
course development.  However, Mon-
tana’s economy during the 1980s was 
in a years-long slump, and while the 
development had been named Val-
ley Garden Golf Village, there was a 
write-in vote for “Fool’s Folly” due to 
lack of interest in the lots.

“It was my first and last subdivi-
sion. They didn’t sell,” laughs Lead-

better. “My timing couldn’t have been 
any worse.”

But he and his board believed the 
golf course was good for the commu-
nity and continued to add value by 
expanding and further developing the 
course and the subdivision. Over the 
years it became one of the most pop-
ulated residential areas in Ennis, with 
new homes being built every year. 

Madison Meadows continues as a 
very popular hometown golf course, 
known around the state for being both 
fun and challenging. Dan Leadbetter, 
Bob Rice and their families still have 
standing lifetime memberships. And 
what started as a wild idea has become 
one of Ennis’s most successful com-
munity projects.

What’s next?
Now that she’s found the answers 

to most of her questions—having con-
sulted everything from topographical 
maps to town ordinances to obituar-
ies—Toni Bowen hopes to record the 
story of Madison Meadows and the 
Valley Garden Ranch somewhere it 
can be read and remembered.

“There used to be a photo and a 
story of the golf course hanging on the 
wall in the clubhouse, and one day it 
disappeared,” she says. “Maybe we 
can get another story hung up there so 
people can read it.”

She also plans to donate some of 
her materials and research to the Mad-
ison Valley History Museum, where 
visitors and researchers like herself 
can find them. In the meantime, she’s 
learned the history about the very 
home she lives in, and the land it sits 
upon.

VIRGINIA CITY—Volunteers spent the weekend 
of December 1-2 decorating the Elling House Arts & 
Humanities Center in anticipation of one of the Center’s 
most anticipated events of the year: the annual Splendid 
Feast.

The halls will be truly decked when guests arrive 
for a locally-prepared four-course meal on December 
15 and 16. Preceded by a cocktail hour with mulled ci-
der and good old-fashioned wassail and accompanied 
by live music, it’s an event that has frequently been so 
popular there’s been talk of adding a third evening in 
future years.

The entire Elling House will be decorated inside 
and out and will remain in its festive finery until Jan-
uary. Event director Toni James said some of the most 
important decorations are the wreaths, handmade by lo-
cal artists out of fresh boughs from area fir trees, which 
will adorn each table as guests enjoy food, music and 
good company on a cold winter’s night.

“The wreaths will be the centerpieces for the eve-
ning,” James says. “And at the end of the night they’ll 
be auctioned off as part of the fundraiser.”

Splendid Feast is one of the Elling House’s only 
events that carries an admission fee, which is why it’s 
such an important couple of evenings. Admissions, auc-
tion proceeds and donations from supporters help the 
Center keep most of its events throughout the year free 
to the public, or admission by donation.

The push to get the Center decorated came a little 
earlier than usual this year, as volunteers hurried to 
have the space prepared for another concert on Satur-
day, December 8. 

Folk duo Willson & McKee will perform a concert 
at the Elling House, preceded by a potluck and followed 
by an informal jam session in which attendees are en-
couraged to participate. After hours of hard work over 
the weekend, the Center will be cozy, festive and pre-
pared to welcome the holidays. To learn more about 
upcoming concerts or the Splendid Feast, call 843-5454.

Above - Before it became the Madison Meadows golf course and Valley Garden Golf Village, Val-
ley Garden Ranch was a stretch of ranchland with a diverse history, from polo horses to cattle. 
Toni Bowen, who lives in the golf course development now, decided to research the story earlier 
this year. 
Below - Dan Leadbetter (right), owner of the Valley Garden Ranch and one of the minds behind 
the Madison Meadows golf course and Valley Garden Golf Village, surveys his domain with a 
friend, their horses and Leadbetter’s trusty dogs. (photos courtesy of Jill Connolly)

Uncovering history
Toni Bowen couldn’t 

find the story she 
wanted to read, so 
she wrote it herself

Dan Leadbetter and his wife, Deb, took over the Valley Garden 
Ranch from Deb’s parents in 1971. Dan would later donate 80 
acres of the property to the project that would become the 
Madison Meadows golf course. (Jill Connolly)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Above - Handmade wreaths made from local 
fir boughs will adorn the tables at the Splendid 
Feast in Virginia City on December 15 and 16. 
Volunteers spent the weekend of December 1 
and 2 decorating the space in preparation for 
the event. (R. Colyer photos)
Below - Toni James (left) and Emily Osborn, along 
with other volunteers, spent their weekend dec-
orating the Elling House Arts & Humanities Cen-
ter will garlands, swags, lights, ornaments and 
wreaths to prepare for the Splendid Feast, one 
of the Center’s most popular winter events.

It’s beginning 
to look a lot 
like Splendid 
Feast!

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com



health & Wellness

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.
47-tfc-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is the ideal removing 
and pruning time!

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES
LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE

128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

FOR RENT

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

FOR  SALE

Place Your Classified
682-7755

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a PRN 
Medical Technologist (ASCP). 

Applicants must have a 
Montana CLS license. This is 
a per diem position with on-

demand scheduling as needed. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Ranch House near Sheridan: 2 
bedroom, 1 bath, partially fin-
ished basement. Washer/Dryer. 

Fireplace. 
No dogs. No smoking.

$1000 + utilities per month. Call 
406-842-5116

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

SADDLES STAR SERVICES 
Francisco’s horse tack saddles 

cleaning and polishing 
406-682-5423

Facebook: Fraliin Diir
Email: mejiapanchito@gmail.

com

TRASH PICKUP
Local weekly trash and junk 

pickup in the Ennis area. Call 
406-595-8071 for scheduling 

or more information.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a Certified 
Nurse’s Assistant. This is a 
full-time position eligible 

for benefits. Applicants must 
have a CNA certification 

and be CPR qualified. Please 
visit www.RVMC.org/

career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

 Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District seeks bids for snow 

removal for the 2018-19 season. 
Mail proposals to MVRFD, PO 
Box 849, Ennis, MT 59729,to be 
received no later than December 

10. Must be licensed and 
insured.

Contact Chairman Ted Liss, 
682-3614 or 581-7055 for more 

information.

Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District seeks a Training Officer 

to plan and facilitate monthly 
and special trainings and to 

maintain training records for all 
personnel. Other responsibilities 

will include responding to 
calls when available, enforcing 

department policies and 
procedures, having knowledge 
of fire equipment. Must have 

knowledge of firefighting tactics 
and procedures for a variety of 

calls. 
Preferred qualifications 

include: EMT basic or higher, 
knowledge of programs such as 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint; 

Firefighter 1 & 2 certified, and 5 
years of firefighting experience. 
Up to 40 hours per month are 

expected, salary commensurate 
with District salary schedule. 

MVRFD is an equal 
opportunity employer. Please 

send letter of interest and 
resume to MVRFD, PO Box 

849, Ennis, MT 59729 no 
later than December 12th 
for consideration. Email 

mvrfdbooks@3rivers.net for 
a full list of responsibilities 

and requirements. Phone Chief 
Shawn Christensen, 682-4748 or 
570-6741, for more information.

 SHARP AQUOS LCD 80” BIG 
SCREEN TV $500.00. Ennis 

682-7466

Alder School seeks a substitute 
cook to fill in for the head cook. 

For more info contact Renata 
Nichols at 596-3328.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio apartment for rent at 

Madison Square. Contact Jamie 
581-9219.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Part Time Night Nurse. 

Applicants to complete an 
employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks LAB MANAGER. 
Applicants to complete an 

employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.

Furnished one room cabin - 
Kitchen, Bath, Washer/Dryer. No 
pets, no smoking. No utilities! 
$600.00 per month. Contact 406-
842-7197

Montana Department of Rev-
enue Residential Property Tax 
Appraiser Position # 18142835 
Virginia City, Montana $35,324 
- $36,509/yr DOQ Job is open 
until filled To apply for this job 
posting, please see: http://stateca-
reers.mt.gov/

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Cleaning Specialist. 
Applicants to complete an 

employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.
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MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

 by Dr. Francis Collins

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Wheth-
er it’s growing up in gut-wrenching 
poverty, dealing with dysfunctional 
family dynamics, or coping with 
persistent bullying in school, ex-
treme adversity can shatter a child’s 
sense of emotional well-being. But 
does it also place kids at higher of 
developing heart disease, diabetes, 
and other chronic health conditions 
as adults?

Katherine Ehrlich, a researcher 
at University of Georgia, Athens, 
wants to take a closer look at this 
question. She recently received a 
2018 NIH Director’s New Innova-
tor Award to study whether acute or 
chronic psychosocial stress during 
childhood might sensitize the 
body’s immune system to behave in 
ways that damage health, possibly 
over the course of a lifetime.

She’ll start her investigation by 
focusing on a familiar measure of 
biological response to an external 
event: the annual flu shot. Ehrlich 
will study 150 children who’ve 
received the flu vaccine to see if 
there’s any link between their lev-
els of psychosocial stress and their 
blood levels of antibodies, which 
are immune molecules that the 
body generates to fend off the influ-
enza virus.

What makes Ehrlich’s approach 
so innovative is it involves kids in 
real-time. For the past 30 years, 
most similar studies have asked 
adults to recall their childhood ex-
periences and then associated those 
sometimes fuzzy memories with 
their current health status. The phe-
nomenon of “recall bias” has often 

made it difficult to interpret such 
retrospective studies.

While most kids who get the 
flu vaccine are protected against 
the potentially fatal disease, there 
is a subset whose immune systems 
generate suboptimal levels of anti-
bodies. And even among kids who 
are protected, there exists tremen-
dous variability in antibody levels 
among individuals. Ehrlich hopes 
to be able to determine whether a 
child’s current sense of well-being, 
along with history of psychosocial 
stress, might help explain some of 
those differences. Possible stressors 
include poverty, racial discrimina-
tion, strained family relationships, 
harsh discipline, community vio-
lence, and limited social opportu-
nities.

Ehrlich and her colleagues plan 
to follow their initial study with an 
analysis of the household dynam-
ics of recently immunized kids. 
That follow-up work will include 
tapping into an ongoing, NIH-sup-

ported study called Strong African 
American Families Project, which 
involves low-income parents and 
their children in nine counties in ru-
ral Georgia. Ehrlich wants to look 
for specific psychosocial stressors 
associated with impaired immuni-
ty, as well as specific factors that 
may offset such stressors.

As Ehrlich notes, her research is 
just part of an emerging area of sci-
entific inquiry that seeks to develop 
a more holistic view of the potential 
health impacts of the psychosocial 
stressors of childhood. Among the 
various biological and behavioral 
questions being explored by such 
researchers are whether psychoso-
cial stressors may produce a chron-
ic, low-grade inflammatory state in 
some kids, resulting in health re-
percussions throughout their lives. 
Whatever the results may be, let’s 
hope that critical inroads can be 
made soon to find better ways to 
help all children thrive and grow 
into healthier adults.

Can childhood stress affect 
the immune system?

Katherine Ehrlich, a researcher at University of Georgia, Athens,   
is studying the relationship between childhood stress and im-
mune health. (NIH)

MONTANA - Several new entry-level health 
care professions are emerging in Montana includ-
ing the paraprofessional position of Community 
Health Worker (CHW). New, temporary funding is 
now available to cover these training costs at health 
care facilities, including hospitals, clinics, health 
centers, medical offices and community-based or-
ganizations.

The Montana Office of Rural Health at Mon-
tana State University will distribute funding to em-
ployer facilities when an employee has completed 
the 85-hour CHW training. The funding is avail-
able through a grant by the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) within the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. State-
wide training partners include the Montana Hos-
pital Association, Montana Area Health Education 
Centers, RiverStone Health and Montana Health 
Network.

The American Public Health Association 
(APHA) defines a Community Health Worker as 
a frontline public health worker who is a trust-
ed member of and/or has an unusually close un-
derstanding of the community served. The CHW 
training will provide individuals skills in the fol-
lowing areas: professional skills and conduct; com-
munication; self-care; interpersonal relationships; 
outreach, navigation and coordination; organiza-
tion; advocacy; capacity building; and teaching. 
The CHW training is facilitated by an instructor 
and provides a certificate upon completion.

Learn more about these trainings: http://
healthinfo.montana.edu/workforce-development/
chwtraining.html

Contact: Beth Ann Carter, Montana Office of 
Rural Health, beth.carter@montana.edu, (406) 925 
-1261.

New funding available to train community health workers

For good dental health, reg-
ular checkups are a necessity.

But let’s face it. Regardless 
of whether your teeth are in 
good shape or bad, going to the 
dentist, even just for a cleaning, 
doesn’t make everyone’s list of 
top things they like to do.

And when there’s extra work 
to be done  – such as filling cav-
ities – it can be even more trou-
bling. Most people know they 
should brush and floss.  But be-
yond that, what are some of the 
things you should do to stay out 

of the dental chair?
“Reducing the amount of 

sugar in your diet is a great 
place to start,” says Dr. Anita 
Myers, a dentist and author of 
the book “Stunning Smiles: A 
Dental Guide To Improve the 
Way You Eat, Smile & Live” 
(www.dranitamyers.com). 

“Many people when they 
get up in the morning get a 
croissant, muffin or doughnut, 
and a coffee with sugar.  To 
protect their teeth, it would be 
much better to substitute whole 
grain cereal and then sweeten it 
with fruit.”

While Dr. Myers says most 
people worry about the impact 
of sugar on their weight, the 
damage done to teeth is just 
as bad if not worse.  “If you 
change your lifestyle you can 
lose extra weight.  But if you 
lose your teeth because of too 
much sugar, you can’t get them 
back.”

Dr. Myers offers the follow-
ing advice for those who want 
to do a better job of caring for 
their teeth and gums:

• Make good diet choic-
es. Stay away from processed 
foods, which often contain 
sugar even when you don’t re-
alize it. Sugar, of course, leads 
to tooth decay that causes cav-
ities. Here’s how: The mouth 
has both good and bad bacteria 
in it. The harmful bacteria feed 
off the sugar, and as they do so 
they produce acid that breaks 
down your teeth layer by layer. 
Some processed foods that peo-
ple may not realize have signif-
icant amounts of sugar include 
low-fat yogurt, condiments 
such as ketchup and barbeque 
sauce, pasta sauce and salad 
dressings.

• Don’t abuse over-the-
counter medications. Prescrip-
tion drugs can create dental 
issues. For example, a side 
effect of many medications is 
dry mouth, which leads to a 
variety of oral-health problems.  
And watch out for the sugar in 
most cough drops and antacids, 
as some people tend to rely on 
these on a regular basis.

• Stop smoking and using 
tobacco. In addition to being 
bad for teeth and gums, they in-
crease the odds of oral cancer.

• Drink plenty of water. Wa-
ter cleanses the mouth of tox-
ins.

• Stop illegal drug use. Co-
caine and methamphetamine 
cause a reduction in saliva flow 
that results in decay and affects 
the entire mouth.

“Too many people think 
brushing and flossing are the 
only aspects of good dental 
care,” says Dr. Myers.  “While 
those activities are important, 
there are many other things pa-
tients can do to maintain a great 
smile.”

Dr. Anita Myers, is a dentist 
and a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Texas Dental Branch 
and holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
from Texas A&M University. 
She is an alumnus and visiting 
faculty member of the Pankey 
Institute for Advanced Dental 
Education; a member of the 
Academy of General Dentistry 
and the American Academy of 
Cosmetic Dentistry. Voted one 
of “America’s Top Dentists” 
2010-2018 by the Consumer’s 
Research Council, she is also a 
member of several local, state 
and national dental associa-
tions.

Beyond brushing and flossing
Five ways to 
stay out of 

the dental chair
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columns

Elk Hunt
The morning snow was on 

the ground.  Our guide sized up 
the air. 

Bellies full of scrambled 
eggs.  Coffee that’d stand up 
your hair.

We’d planned the day a 
year ago. This place of all our 
dreams. And there we were 
ready to start, surreal so it 
seemed.

I heard the guide make 
mention, “Let’s go easy on 
these guys. They both look like  
they’re nervous.  I can see it in 

their eyes.”
How could we fail with such 

a guide?  He seems to know so 
much. Cuz we’re a couple of 
city boys. And prob’ly out of 
touch. 

Our leader had us pegged.  
We were not tough-like hunt-
er men. We both were soft as 
Twinkies cuz each day we 
pushed the pen.

I knew that it was gonna be 
tough as sweat fogged up my 
glasses. We’re just two outdoor 
wannabees? We’re both slow as 

molasses.
The days f lew by with noth-

ing but the blisters we’d been 
branded. It was plain that we 
weren’t hunters and were going 
home empty handed.

I wondered what my wife 
and kids would say to no elk 
rack. Hopefully they’d all agree 
it’s good to have me back.

Then our guide gave us 
direction. Two bulls who had 
been fighting. Aim must be 
true, and furthermore, faster 
than the lightning.

 I squeezed my trigger to 
the right. He shot the one still 
standing. And this is where the 
work began yet didn’t feel de-
manding.

The bounty had been made 
complete while cooking on 
the fire.  Should I have  felt so 
different and held my head up 
higher?

Cuz after all our mountain 
guide did almost all the work.  
So, I thought I’d keep it hum-
ble. It was all his handiwork.

For more from Pam Young 
go to www.cluborganized.com. 
You’ll find many musings, videos 
of Pam in the kitchen preparing 
delicious meals, videos on how 
to get organized, lose weight and 
get your finances in order, all 
from a reformed SLOB’s point of 
view. Pam’s books are also avail-
able on Amazon.

Imagine your way to a clean home Young@Heart

COMMODITY INSITE: Annus Horribilis followed by Annus Mirabilis  by Jerry Welch

The Latin phrase, “annus horribilis” means 
horrible year and was first used in 1891. In 1992, 
the expression was brought to modern promi-
nence by Queen Elizabeth II in a speech mark-
ing the 40th anniversary of her accession to the 
throne. She described the year as, “annus horri-
bilis” because of all the personal problems her 
family endured such a divorces, separations, 
scandalous photos of loved ones and a fire that 
destroyed one of her personal residences. She 
said, “1992 is not a year on which I shall look 
back with undiluted pleasure.”

Though there only a few weeks left in this 
calendar year, I am going to borrow the phrase, 
“annus horribilis” to describe the performance of 
the Big Four: stocks, bonds, currencies and com-
modities for 2018. The year has a bit more to run 
but by any measure, it has been a horrible year 
for investors, ag-producers and ag-traders.  

Here are just a few thoughts about 2018 from 
Bloomberg News in an article entitled, Worst 
Day of an Awful Year Leaves No Corner of Mar-
ket Unscathed, published November 20. “One of 
the toughest years for financial markets in half 
a century got appreciably worse  with simmer-
ing weakness across assets boiling over to leave 

investors with virtually nowhere to hide.” And, 
“nowhere to hide” simply means all markets 
crashed in 2018.

The Bloomberg article goes on to state, 
“Stocks buckled...sending the S&P 500 careen-
ing toward a correction. Oil plumbed depths last 
seen a year ago, while credit markets -- recently 
impervious -- showed signs of shaking apart. Bit-
coin is in a freefall, while traditional havens like 
Treasuries, gold and the yen stood still.”

In the case of Bitcoin, it traded as high as 
$20,650 each in December, 2017 but this week 
hit a low of $3498. A few days ago, the CRB 
Index that is to the commodity markets as the 
Dow Jones is to the stock market hit a new, 15 
month low with soybean and wheat prices $2 a 
bushel off the best levels of the year. Crude oil 
prices have dropped more than 36% in the past 2 
months going from a high of $77 a barrel to a low 
of just under $50 a barrel.

The S&P and the Dow a few days ago had 
erased all the grains for 2018. Bonds have had 
their worst year since 2014. And from Barron’s 
published today. “Lately, commodities have per-
formed so poorly investors would be forgiven for 
thinking people no longer need anything to eat, 

drink, or fuel their cars. In the past five years, 
the average commodity mutual fund has lost 8% 
a year.”

The first column I wrote this year was enti-
tled, “Bubble of Historic Proportions.” I wrote, “ 
On the final day of 2017, the CRB hit a 10 month 
high, back up to the levels of mid-January. With 
the benefit of hindsight, it is clear the CRB was 
roller coaster like last year offering something 
for the bulls and something for the bears. But 
a New Year lies ahead and hopes are high that 
commodities will do better and be less roller 
coaster like.”

As it turned out the high point for commod-
ity values per se was in the January to February 
period of 2018. After that, commodities rolled 
over, headed south and posted a 15 month low in 
late November. The Dow Jones took a hard hit in 
February, recovered nicely into October before 
succumbing to another disastrous decline. 

Over the past 7 years including this year, 
hard assets have done poorly. But with the lowest 
number of unemployed in 49 years in the U.S, 
a rise with commodity prices per se should be 
close at hand. After all, history shows an inverse 
relationship between job creation and inf lation. 

When job creation is robust, inf lation tends to 
rise. The phenomena is called the Phillips Curve 
and it should prove itself to be accurate in the 
New Year.

No doubt, 2018, was, “annus horribilis.” But 
traditional investment groups are viewing the re-
cent weakness with commodities as an alterna-
tive to stocks. If stocks move sideways to lower 
over the next decade as my work indicates, com-
modities will improve amid increased demand 
thanks to the lowest jobless rate in 49 years. In 
fact, Goldman Sachs is calling for a 19% rise 
with commodities per se in 2019 and I agree 
wholeheartedly. 

If my work and the work of Goldman Sachs is 
accurate, 2019 will be dubbed, “annus mirabilis” 
which is a Latin phrase for, “wonderful year.” 
And how would that be for a stroke of  irony? 
“Annus horribilis” followed immediately by “an-
nus mirabilis.”

And do take the time to check out my book, 
“Haunted By Markets” at www.commodityinsite.
com. After all, Christmas is just around the cor-
ner! And look for the Special Offer that comes 
with each purchase. Look for it!

Close your eyes just for a sec and 
imagine taking a bite from a chilled, 
ripe, juicy watermelon?

Imagine your mouth filled with the 
sweet juice as you chew the imaginary 
fruit? Did your mouth water as you ran 
the thought through that beautiful mind 
of yours? If you swallowed, it’s physio-
logical proof that you have a great imag-
ination and your body responded viscer-
ally to the thought.

Think how powerful your imagina-
tion is! You can use this power to solve 
all kinds of problems, like this one, 
for an example. Say you want to make 
Wiener Schnitzel and most recipes call 
for one inch thick, boneless pork loins 
to be f lattened to a quarter of an inch 
thick. What if you don’t have one of 
those wooden hammers you see in fancy 
kitchens? What could you use?

When I was confronted with this 
problem, I actually had one of those 
hammers, so I took one of the loins and 
started pounding it to ¼ inch. At the 
time I was writing a cookbook (The 
Phony Gourmet) with my sister and I 
wanted to be able to tell my readers cor-

rect times for my recipes, so I timed it—
five minutes! If I’d continued the mara-
thon pounding I would have had to say 
this particular dish (for four) would take 
20 minutes of pounding time! Who has 
20 minutes to whack at a bunch of pork 
before ever starting the recipe?

I got quiet and asked myself, what 
can I use instead of this stupid decorator 
hammer? Five seconds later the answer 
came to me!

Use the car! Whoop whoop! I 
couldn’t wait to try it. I put a loin in a 
zip-lock bag, put the bag under one of 
the back tires of my Ford (in front of the 
tire) and slowly rolled the car forward 
over the pork. 

SCHPLOTT! the piece of meat cut 
through the bag and sailed out behind 
the car into the street! I looked to see 
if the meddlesome neighbor had her 
nose on the window but her blinds were 
closed so I peeled the pork off the pave-
ment and went in the house to consult 
with my imagination, this time with 
more information.  

I would need to find a way to keep 
the loin under the tire, but how? That’s 

when it occurred to me I could put the 
meat in a zip-lock bag and wrap the bag 
in an old towel or rag. I found an old 
dishtowel in the rag bag and wrapped 
another victim up for the crunch. IT 
WORKED! The fabric kept the protein 
in place and the tire pressed that loin 
into a beautiful specimen for my Wiener 
Schnitzel.

Within minutes I realized I could 
use the Ford in place of my Cuisinart 
for making crumbs, crushed nuts, and 
to tenderize any tough cut of meat.* So 
how do you use your imagination for 
helping you get organized?

As you begin making a meal, imag-
ine what you’d like the kitchen to look 
like when you’re ready to sit down with 
your family to eat. Would you like the 
kitchen counters clear of all ingredients, 
and utensils used for preparation? Would 
you like pots and pans to be soaking 
in a sink of hot sudsy water while you 
eat? Imagine it. Keep the vision in your 
head as you prepare the meal and watch 
what happens! You’ll sit down with your 
family leaving a neat and tidy kitchen 
just waiting for the family to bring their 

dirty dishes in to put in the dishwasher 
and ready to help wash the soaking pots 
and pans. 

*If considering this tip, use a mid-
size car (no SUVs or Hummers) and 
make sure you don’t have studded snow 
tires on the vehicle.

If you liked what I did with the pork, 
I think you’ll like The Phony Gourmet 
Cookbook (the recipe for that pork dish 
is called Weiner Schnitzel Michelin and 
it’s in the book!). I’ve even got a clear-
ance price and now this hardback book 
is just $5 (down from its original price 
of $15).http://shop.cluborganized.com/
everything-is-5-phony

Happy Imagining,

Kids have messy rooms? End the 
arguments about cleaning them. Check 
out my House Fairy program. http://lp.
housefairy.org/lp-joy-of-being-disorga-
nized-chapter-seven-9?hs_preview=G-
pnbKrVf-3590384407

By Paul P. Skoutelas 

Recently, the world learned yet again that 
inadequate investment in infrastructure—
roads, bridges, tunnels, and railways—can 
have tragic consequences. 

This time, those consequences befell the 
people of Genoa, Italy, where the collapse of a 
51-year-old bridge killed 43 people.  Area res-
idents had long expressed concern about the 
bridge’s structural integrity. For years, blocks 
of concrete had been falling from the span 
onto their cars. Yet only the bare minimum of 
maintenance appears to have been performed.  

The tragedy in Italy should serve as a wake-
up call in the United States. Plenty of bridges, 
tunnels, railways, and roads in this country are 
deteriorating. Our leaders must make the in-
vestments necessary to restore our infrastruc-
ture—and prevent a similar catastrophe here. 

Simply put, our nation’s infrastructure is 
failing. The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers’ (ASCE) most recent report card gave the 

overall condition of American infrastructure a 
D+.  Bridges, specifically, received a C+— a 
bit better, but not exactly glowing. 

In fact, public transit needs more invest-
ment than any other infrastructure sector. 
ASCE has graded the condition of the public 
transportation network as a D-, teetering on 
failing.  

This lack of investment over the years in 
America’s public transportation infrastruc-
ture has made modernizing these systems an 
enormous challenge for local public transit of-
ficials.  For example, this past summer, Met-
rorail officials in the nation’s capital had no 
choice but to address essential maintenance to 
overcome decades of America’s underinvest-
ment in our local public transit systems. As a 
result, riders have had to cope with planned 
partial shutdowns. 

That’s largely a function of inadequate 
funding. Public transportation accounted for 
over 10 billion trips last year.  Yet, public tran-
sit systems are chronically underfunded. Ac-

cording to the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, public transit needs more than $90 billion 
to bring our aging systems to a state of good 
repair.  Failing to address this backlog results 
in a loss of $340 billion in business revenue to 
the U.S. economy over a six-year period. 

Fortunately, Congress has begun to act. 
Earlier this year, Congress appropriated more 
than $16.3 billion for public transportation 
and intercity passenger rail construction. This 
summer, the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees have advanced transportation 
funding bills that build upon this critical in-
vestment. 

Such investments in public transportation 
rebound across the American economy. Seven-
ty-one percent of government funding for pub-
lic transit f lows to the private-sector. Those 
dollars support millions of jobs.  

All told, investing to restore the nation’s 
public transit systems to a state of good repair 
would create 162,000 new jobs and generate 
over $180 billion in economic activity over a 

six-year period. 
The American public is on board with such 

public investment. More than six in 10 Amer-
icans told Gallup last year that they supported 
the Trump Administration’s call for $1 trillion 
in infrastructure spending. It’s among the most 
popular items on the President’s governing 
agenda.  In addition, a survey by the Mineta 
Transportation Institute shows that 74 percent 
of Americans want Congress to increase feder-
al investment in public transportation.    

We don’t need any more wake-up calls like 
the catastrophe in Italy. Our elected leaders 
must increase investment in our nation’s trans-
portation infrastructure.  

Paul P. Skoutelas is president and CEO of 
the American Public Transportation Associa-
tion.

A wake-up call for investment in America’s transportation infrastructure

December 6, 2018B3THE MADISONIAN



comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

Sudoku

su
do
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ut
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n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Ralph Hamler
licensed sanitarian

Septic Application & Design

 406-842-5788  Cell: 406-596-0437
ralphhamler@gmail.com

Sheridan, MT

Tobacco Root Flooring
 in Sheridan, MT

Licensed and Bonded
40 years of experience

We sell all types of flooring products and
install with competitive prices.

We also refinish and sand wood floors.

Call 406-842-7133
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HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.
47-tfc-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is the ideal removing 
and pruning time!

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES
LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE

128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

FOR RENT

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

FOR  SALE

Place Your Classified
682-7755

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a PRN 
Medical Technologist (ASCP). 

Applicants must have a 
Montana CLS license. This is 
a per diem position with on-

demand scheduling as needed. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Ranch House near Sheridan: 2 
bedroom, 1 bath, partially fin-
ished basement. Washer/Dryer. 

Fireplace. 
No dogs. No smoking.

$1000 + utilities per month. Call 
406-842-5116

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

SADDLES STAR SERVICES 
Francisco’s horse tack saddles 

cleaning and polishing 
406-682-5423

Facebook: Fraliin Diir
Email: mejiapanchito@gmail.

com

TRASH PICKUP
Local weekly trash and junk 

pickup in the Ennis area. Call 
406-595-8071 for scheduling 

or more information.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a Certified 
Nurse’s Assistant. This is a 
full-time position eligible 

for benefits. Applicants must 
have a CNA certification 

and be CPR qualified. Please 
visit www.RVMC.org/

career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

 Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District seeks bids for snow 

removal for the 2018-19 season. 
Mail proposals to MVRFD, PO 
Box 849, Ennis, MT 59729,to be 
received no later than December 

10. Must be licensed and 
insured.

Contact Chairman Ted Liss, 
682-3614 or 581-7055 for more 

information.

Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District seeks a Training Officer 

to plan and facilitate monthly 
and special trainings and to 

maintain training records for all 
personnel. Other responsibilities 

will include responding to 
calls when available, enforcing 

department policies and 
procedures, having knowledge 
of fire equipment. Must have 

knowledge of firefighting tactics 
and procedures for a variety of 

calls. 
Preferred qualifications 

include: EMT basic or higher, 
knowledge of programs such as 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint; 

Firefighter 1 & 2 certified, and 5 
years of firefighting experience. 
Up to 40 hours per month are 

expected, salary commensurate 
with District salary schedule. 

MVRFD is an equal 
opportunity employer. Please 

send letter of interest and 
resume to MVRFD, PO Box 

849, Ennis, MT 59729 no 
later than December 12th 
for consideration. Email 

mvrfdbooks@3rivers.net for 
a full list of responsibilities 

and requirements. Phone Chief 
Shawn Christensen, 682-4748 or 
570-6741, for more information.

 SHARP AQUOS LCD 80” BIG 
SCREEN TV $500.00. Ennis 

682-7466

Alder School seeks a substitute 
cook to fill in for the head cook. 

For more info contact Renata 
Nichols at 596-3328.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio apartment for rent at 

Madison Square. Contact Jamie 
581-9219.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Part Time Night Nurse. 

Applicants to complete an 
employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks LAB MANAGER. 
Applicants to complete an 

employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.

Furnished one room cabin - 
Kitchen, Bath, Washer/Dryer. No 
pets, no smoking. No utilities! 
$600.00 per month. Contact 406-
842-7197

Montana Department of Rev-
enue Residential Property Tax 
Appraiser Position # 18142835 
Virginia City, Montana $35,324 
- $36,509/yr DOQ Job is open 
until filled To apply for this job 
posting, please see: http://stateca-
reers.mt.gov/

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Cleaning Specialist. 
Applicants to complete an 

employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.
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YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

 more MARKETPLACE

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Ad #368
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.
com (406) 293-3714

Ad #369
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. 

Residential and Commercial 
Timber Packages. Full 
Service Design - Build Since 
1990, (406) 581-3014 brett@
bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #370
ATTENTION EASTERN 
Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and 
we can take it from there.

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live?  
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP!

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood?

WE CAN HELP!

ALL ISLAND MORTGAGE & FUNDING CORPORATION
496 Smithtown By-Pass • Smithtown, NY 11787

NMLS • 3740 Registered Mortgage Broker NY, NJ, FL, CT, PA, MT, WA, AK, ME, CO, CA, TX
Montana Division of Banking and Financial Institutions. Loans arranged through third party provider.

MONTANA REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST
Draw out all eligible cash out of your home and 

make no mortgage payments EVER!
• You retain the title
• In home service

• Tax free cash
• FHA Gov. issued

• Live in your home
• Must be 62 or older

Call Today for a FREE Catalog (406) 219-8407

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

$14.99 monthly lease fee for equipment and Wi-Fi modem. Internet speeds 
and availability may vary based on location and are not guaranteed.

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

 GET DISH TV 
2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE

MBPS

$4999
/mo.From

STORM WATER POLLUTION 
PREVENTION PLAN CERTIFICATION 
(SWPPP) TRAINING

BOZEMAN - DEC. 13-14

GREAT FALLS - JAN. 17-18

MISSOULA - FEB. 14-15

HELENA - MARCH 14-15

REGISTER TODAY:
WWW.MTAGC.ORG
(406) 442-4162

Petska Fur running Bi-monthly 
routes. Actively seeking Coyotes, 
Lynxcats, Fox, Deer/Elkhides 
and antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. (308) 750-0700, 
www.petskafur.net

Ad #371
Auto transport company seeking 
professional Class A CDL 
drivers.  Excellent wages and 
bonuses.  Driver health insurance 
benefits paid 100% . Sign on 
bonus.  $7500 for experienced 
auto transporters.  $2500 for 
drivers with 100K verifiable 
miles and at least 1 year CDL 
experience. Excellent well-
maintained equipment.  On the 
road for 14-17 days. Call Gary 
(406) 259-1528 or apply online 
www.jandstransport.com/drivers. 

Ad #372
Stock Cow & Bred Heifer 

Sale- Tuesday, December 
11, at Lewistown Livestock, 
12 noon. Bred females 
calving from February to 
May. View consignments at 
lewistownlivestock.com.
Ad #373
If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, service, 
event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 
or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 
or email stacy@mtnewspapers.
com or member@mtnewspapers.
com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149.
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PUBLIC NOTICES DECEMBER 6, 2018
PUBLIC NOTICE: Notice to Water 
Users
(Pursuant to Section 85-2-307, MCA) The 
following application has been submitted to 
change a water right in the State of Mon-
tana. THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION PRO-
POSES TO GRANT AN APPLICATION TO 
CHANGE A WATER RIGHT. DESCRIBED 
BELOW ARE THE PERTINENT FACTS 
WHICH SUMMARIZE THE APPLICATION. 
THE PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION 
(PD) DOCUMENTING THE FINDINGS OF 
FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND 
ANY CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO THE 
WATER RIGHT ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
INTERNET AT http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/
wrd/. OBJECTION DEADLINE: JANUARY 
22, 2019. THE DEPARTMENT CAN ONLY 
ACCEPT OBJECTIONS FILED ON AN OB-
JECTION TO APPLICATION, FORM 611. 
MAIL THE COMPLETED FORM AND THE 
$25.00 FILING FEE TO THE DNRC, PO 
BOX 201601, HELENA, MT 59620-1601 BY 
THE DEADLINE SPECIFIED. THE FORM 
IS AVAILABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT’S 
WEBSITE. DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS 
PERTAINING TO THE APPLICATION, TO 
OBTAIN THE PD OR OBJECTION FORM 
TO THE WATER RESOURCES OFFICE 
AT 2273 BOOT HILL COURT, SUITE 110, 
BOZEMAN, MT 59715-7249 FAX:406-587-
9726 PHONE: 406-586-3136. Application 
Number: 41D 30113222 and 41D 30115264 
Applicant: SRI RIVER HOLDINGS LLC % 
JAIME WOOD PO BOX 447 TWIN BRIDG-
ES, MT 59754 0447 WATER RIGHT NUM-
BER(S) BEING CHANGED Water Right 
Type(s): STATEMENT OF CLAIM Water 
Right Number/Priority Date 41D 195096-00/
DECEMBER 31, 1880 Historical Flow Rate: 
5. CFS 41D 195095-00/JUNE 29, 1973 His-
torical Flow Rate: 2.45 CFS PAST USE OF 
WATER: HISTORICALLY, SUPPLEMENTAL 
STATEMENTS OF CLAIM 41D 195095-
00 AND 41D 195096-00 IRRIGATED 140 
ACRES LOCATED IN THE N2 OF SECTION 
29, T03 S, R06 W, MADISON COUNTY, VIA 
HAND LINE SPRINKLERS. STATEMENT 
OF CLAIM 41D 195095-00 DIVERTED 
GROUNDWATER AT A RATE OF 2.45 CFS 
FROM A PIT DUG TO GROUNDWATER 
LOCATED IN THE SWNENE OF SECTION 
29. STATEMENT OF CLAIM 41D 195096-00 
DIVERTED WATER FROM THE BIG HOLE 
RIVER AT A RATE OF 5.00 CFS FROM A 
POINT IN THE NWSENE OF SECTION 29 
THROUGH A SIDE CHANNEL AND INTO 
A MANMADE DITCH, FROM WHICH WA-
TER WAS PUMPED AND APPLIED TO THE 
PLACE OF USE. PROPOSED CHANGE: 
FLOW RATE: 7.45 CFS ACRES: 111.62 THE 
APPLICANT PROPOSES TO CHANGE THE 
140-ACRE PLACE OF USE FOR SUPPLE-
MENTAL STATEMENTS OF CLAIM 41D 
195095-00 AND 41D 195096-00. THE PRO-
POSED PLACE OF USE IS 111.62 ACRES 
TOTAL. OF THE PROPOSED ACREAGE, 
67 ACRES ARE TO BE LOCATED IN THE 
S2 OF SECTION 20, AND 44.62 ACRES 
ARE TO BE LOCATED WITHIN THE HIS-
TORICAL PLACE OF USE FOR THESE 
WATER RIGHTS, IN THE N2 OF SECTION 
29. THE REMAINING 95.38 ACRES OF THE 
HISTORICAL PLACE OF USE WILL BE RE-
MOVED FROM IRRIGATION. NO CHANG-
ES ARE PROPOSED FOR THE POINTS OF 

DIVERSION OR PURPOSE, AND THESE 
WATER RIGHTS DO NOT INCLUDE A 
PLACE OF STORAGE. (MADISON COUN-
TY) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: CHANGE 
APPLICATIONS 41D 30113222 AND 41D 
30115264 ARE INCLUDED IN THE SAME 
PUBLIC NOTICE BECAUSE THE WATER 
RIGHTS 41D 195096-00 AND 41D 195095-
00 ARE USED ON THE EXACT SAME 
ACREAGE, ARE COMINGLED, AND HAVE 
HISTORICALLY BEEN OPERATED AS 
PART OF THE SAME IRRIGATION SYS-
TEM. HOWEVER, THE PRIMARY POINT 
OF DIVERSION WILL NOT BE EXACTLY 
THE SAME FOR EACH WATER RIGHT 
UPON COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT, 
SO PURSUANT TO ARM 36.12.1901(7), 
ONE CHANGE APPLICATION WAS RE-
QUIRED FOR EACH WATER RIGHT. PUB-
LISHED IN: MADISONIAN ON DECEMBER 
6, 2018.(Pub. Dec. 6, 2018) dnrc
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE: MADISON CON-
SERVATION DISTRICT MEETING
The Madison Conservation District board of 
supervisors will be having a gathering on De-
cember 11, 2018 at 6pm at the Madison Val-
ley Ranch. No business will be discussed..
(Pub. Dec. 6, 2018) MCD
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE-AIR QUALITY 
PERMIT
Notice of Application for Air Quality Permit 
(pursuant to Section 75-2-211, MCA, and 
ARM Title 17, Chapter 8, Subchapter 6, 
Open Burning), Madison County Solid Waste 
Program name of applicant(s) Will file on or 
about November 29,2018 an application for 
a conditional air quality open burning permit 
from the Permitting and Compliance Division 
of the Montana Department of Environmen-
tal Quality (Department). Applicant(s) seeks 
approval of its/their application to open burn 
clean wood waste and tree branches, At 
Madison County Class III Landfills; Ennis 
S1/2, SW1/4, S36 T5S, R1W/ Twin Bridges 
NW1/4, SW1/4, S26, T3S, R6W Any member 
of the public with questions or who wishes to 
receive notice of the Department’s determi-
nation, and the location where a copy of the 
application and the Department’s analysis of 
it can be reviewed, or to submit comments on 
the application, must contact the Department 
at 1520 East Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 200901, 
Helena, Montana 59620-0901, phone (406) 
444-3490. Any comments on the application 
must be submitted to the Department within 
20 days after publication of this notice or fil-
ing of the application, whichever is later. The 
Department’s decision to approve or deny 
an application for a conditional open burn-
ing permit may be reviewed by the Board of 
Environmental Review (Board) according to 
the following procedure: When the Depart-
ment approves or denies the application for 
a conditional open burning permit under this 
section, a person who is jointly or several-
ly adversely affected by the Department’s 
decision may request, within 15 days after 
the Department renders its decision, upon 
affidavit setting forth the grounds therefor, 
a hearing before the Board. A hearing shall 
be held under the provisions of the Montana 
Administrative Procedures Act. The Depart-
ment’s decision on the application is not final 

unless 15 days have elapsed and there is no 
request for a hearing under this section. The 
filing of a request for a hearing postpones the 
effective date of the Department’s decision 
until the conclusion of the hearing and issu-
ance of a final decision by the Board..
(Pub. Dec. 6, 2018) MCS
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
Montana Fifth Judicial Court, Madison Coun-
ty In the Matter of K.Q., Youth In Need of 
Care Cause No. DN-29-2018-3 To: Kyle 
Schultz, Birth Father of K.Q., Address Un-
known YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
a petition has been filed in the above-titled 
court by the Montana Department of Pub-
lic Health and Human Services, Child and 
Family Services Division (the Department), 
2 South Pacific Street, Dillon MT 59725, 
requesting emergency protective services, 
adjudication as a youth in need of care and 
temporary legal custody be granted; that the 
Department be granted temporary legal cus-
tody; and that said youth be otherwise care 
for. Now, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY 

DIRECTED to appear on the 10th day of De-
cember, 2018, at 1:30 p, at the Courtroom of 
Madison County District Courthhouse, 100 
West Wallace, Virginia City, Madison County, 
Montana, then and there to show cause, if 
any you may have, why said youth should 
not be declared a Youth In Need of Care, and 
why the Department should not be granted 
Temporary Legal Custody. The youth was 
born on the 31st day of May, 2007. K.Q.’s 
birth mother is Shaleena Quilici. You have 
the right to be represented by an attorney in 
these proceedings. I fyou are unable to afford 
an attorney, the Court will appoint an attor-
ney to represent you. Failure to appear at the 
hearing will constitute a denial of interest in 
the child, which denial may result in, without 
further notice of this proceeding or any sub-
sequent proceeding, a judgment by defauilt 
being entered for the relief requested in the 
Petition. A copy of the Petition hereinbefore 
referred to is filed with the Clerk of District 
Court for Madison County (406-843-4230) 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court 
this 26th day of November, 2018. /s/ Karen J. 
Miller Clerk of District Court

(Pub. Dec. 6,13, 20, 2018) MCA
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
Montana Fifth Judicial Court, Madison Coun-
ty In the Matter of B.Q.M., Youth In Need of 
Care Cause No. DN-29-2018-4 To: Ernie 
Mize, Birth Father of B.Q.M., Address Un-
known YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
a petition has been filed in the above-titled 
court by the Montana Department of Pub-
lic Health and Human Services, Child and 
Family Services Division (the Department), 
2 South Pacific Street, Dillon MT 59725, 
requesting emergency protective services, 
adjudication as a youth in need of care and 
temporary legal custody be granted; that the 
Department be granted temporary legal cus-
tody; and that said youth be otherwise care 
for. Now, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY 
DIRECTED to appear on the 10th day of De-
cember, 2018, at 1:30 pm, at the Courtroom 
of Madison County District Courthhouse, 100 
West Wallace, Virginia City, Madison County, 
Montana, then and there to show cause, if 
any you may have, why said youth should 

not be declared a Youth In Need of Care, and 
why the Department should not be granted 
Temporary Legal Custody. The youth was 
born on the 16th day of July, 2011. K.Q.’s 
birth mother is Shaleena Quilici. You have 
the right to be represented by an attorney in 
these proceedings. I fyou are unable to afford 
an attorney, the Court will appoint an attor-
ney to represent you. Failure to appear at the 
hearing will constitute a denial of interest in 
the child, which denial may result in, without 
further notice of this proceeding or any sub-
sequent proceeding, a judgment by defauilt 
being entered for the relief requested in the 
Petition. A copy of the Petition hereinbefore 
referred to is filed with the Clerk of District 
Court for Madison County (406-843-4230) 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court 
this 27th day of December, 2018. /s/ Karen J. 
Miller Clerk of District Court
(Pub. Dec. 6,13, 20, 2018) MCA
MNAXLP

BEING A GRANDPARENT IS AN 

ADVENTURE
INVESTING IN YOUR GRANDCHILDREN’S 

COLLEGE EDUCATION IS SIMPLE

START SAVING WITH AS LITTLE AS $25 A MONTH

AchieveMontana.com • 1.877.486.9271

For more information about Achieve Montana, download an Enrollment Kit at achievemontana.com or call 
877.486.9271. The Enrollment Kit includes a Program Description that discusses investment objectives, risks, 

charges, expenses, and other important information; read and consider it carefully before investing.
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donate a new, unwrapped toy!

Make a difference
 

DONATE A TOY TODAY AT YOUR LOCAL OFFICE  
101 E. MAIN STREET, ENNIS

118 S. MAIN STREET, SHERIDAN
106 N. MAIN STREET, TWIN BRIDGES

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Goals are important in life. Striving for the best, pushing ourselves 
to do better—that’s what makes us human. At Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare, our orthopedic team’s goals are the same as yours: to 
operate at peak performance.  We use state-of-the-art techniques to 
repair or replace knees, hips, shoulders, ankles, elbows, and even 
wrists. Patients of all ages are resuming active lifestyles again and 
living their best lives. Don’t let bone or joint pain keep you down 
any longer. Get back on top with Barrett Hospital & HealthCare.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

We are pleased 
to welcome  
Dr. Richards, DO.
  
Dr. Daniel T. Richards is a  
specialist with more than 16 
years’ experience in Orthopedic 
Surgery - Sports Medicine,  
seeing patients of all ages. 

No referral necessary! Call 406-683-1188 to schedule  
an appointment with Dr. Richards today.

Peak Performance 
Your best is our best

Orthopedics

Student 
of the 
Week

Sheridan Elementary School is 
proud and excited to announce 
5th grade student John Martens, 

JT, as our Student of the Week.  JT 
is an exceptional student, always 
performing near the top of his class.  
He is also more-than-willing to step 
up to help others whenever and 
however they may need it during the 
school day.  He has a great sense of 
humor and smile to go along with it.  

JT has a number of things he likes to do when he is not at school, including 
playing outside with his brother, playing video games and hunting.  His favorite 
sports are football, baseball, and basketball.  He is planning on being active in 
Ruby Valley 4-H this year; he plans on raising a pig for fair and participating in 
shooting sports.  Great job JT of embodying Sheridan Elementary’s universals 
of Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe, Be Successful, and BE A PANTHER!

We are proud of YOU!
Congratulations!

JEFFERS - The Jack Creek Pre-
serve Foundation (Preserve) kicked 
off its newest program, a Conserva-
tion Field School for educators. 

“What better way to fulfill their 
mission of ‘Preserving wildlife and 
its habitat by educating youth about 
the importance of conservation’ than 
by going right to the source of edu-
cation,” said Jack Creek Executive 
Director Abigail King. The goal was 
to offer educators the knowledge, 
experience, and data that they need 
to provide real and local examples of 
conservation and wildlife manage-
ment in their curricula.

In mid-October, King and Field 
School Program Instructor Robin 
Hompesch welcomed 17 partici-
pants to the Preserve’s Education 
Center from as far as Circle, MT 
and as close as Ennis. Hompesch got 
things started welcoming MT Fish 
Wildlife and Parks biologist Julie 
Cunningham, from Region 3 to the 
day filled with elk ecology presenta-
tions, questions, discussions, and a 
field trip to collect data from a near-
by herd of elk. 

Some of the topics covered in-
cluded:

• The unique adaptations that 
have co-evolved in elk, mountain 
lions, and wolves.

• The history of these three spe-
cies and how they illustrate different 
components of the North American 
Model of Wildlife Conservation.

• The different ecological niches 
occupied by wolves and mountain 
lions preying on the same species.

• Disease in Montana’s ungulate 
populations and the potential im-
pact on ranchers and hunters in the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.

• And the complexity of man-
aging large prey and predator pop-
ulations on a multi-ownership land-
scape such as the Madison Valley.

On Friday, talks included one of 
the Preserve’s founders, Dottie Fos-
sel, and Jessie Weise from MT Land 
Reliance, sharing the ins and outs of 
conservation easements. By 3 p.m., 
participants were headed home af-
ter enjoying the Preserve’s beauti-
ful setting and earning 19 Office of 
Public Instruction renewal units.

“I learned so many different 
ways to teach my students how to 
gather their own data (as well as 

use the data FWP has spent years 
collecting) to draw educated conclu-
sions about the world around them,” 
said Ennis Schools’ Brenda Glines.

This was the Preserve’s first 
Conservation Field School and King 
anticipated it was the beginning of 
another successful program. 

Generous support and granting 
entities of the Preserve made it pos-
sible for the Preserve to offer schol-
arships for participants, with only a 
minimal registration fee. 

Jack Creek Preserve will hold 
additional Field Schools.

For more information, visit 
http://www.jackcreekpreserve.org/
conservation-field-school/, or email 
info@jackcreekpreserve.org

Jack Creek Preserve holds first conservation 
field school focusing on elk ecology

Conservation Field School participants

Susannah Murphy and Julia 
Crocker from Frenchtown 
Public Schools spotting a herd 
of elk

One of the Preserve’s founders, Dottie Fossel, talking to the 
Field School participants 

DILLON—Montana’s trap-
ping season is in full swing and 
the Beaverhead Deerlodge Nation-
al Forest wants to offer important 
reminders for all winter recreation-
ists.

Melany Glossa, Beaverhead 
Deerlodge National Forest Su-
pervisor, says “Montana’s Fish 
Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has trap 
setback requirements from roads, 

trails and campgrounds and most 
trappers take additional efforts to 
place traps in areas well away from 
those frequented by other recre-
ationists.” 

Dog owners and others con-
cerned about trapping can mini-
mize risks by staying on well used 
routes and keeping pets close by 
when hiking, snowshoeing, or ski-
ing. According to FWP, winter rec-

reationists should be on the look-
out for signs of trapping activity; a 
lightly traveled snowmobile track 
or a few footsteps in the snow may 
indicate a trapper’s presence and 
should be avoided.

To learn more about trapping 
visit http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/
trapping/. For more winter recre-
ation opportunities call (406) 683-
3900.

BOZEMAN - More than 250 
of Montana’s top swimmers to 
compete for teddy bears at the TYR 
Teddy Bear Classic Swim Meet at 
Bozeman Swim Center from 8am-
4pm on Saturday, December 8th 
and Sunday, December 9th. 

Youth and adult swimmers 
from across Montana come to com-
pete.  This year, Charlotte Sanddal, 
in the 95 to 99 age group, stands to 
bring down a few Master’s Swim-
ming national records. As Sand-

dal races the clock in the hunt for 
another national record, younger 
swimmers will be looking to gar-
ner the most points for their team 
in order to be crowned high point 
athlete for his or her age group.

High point athletes typically re-
ceive a trophy or medal, but at this 
swim meet swimmers receive a 
teddy bear. This award is a favorite 
amongst the Montana Swimmers 
in attendance. Even current Boz-
eman High School swimmers still 

have teddy bears they won in years 
previous. A couple high school 
swimmers still plan to rack up a 
few more bears at this year’s meet. 

The Bozeman Barracudas host 
this meet every December and with 
the addition of a new bulkhead last 
year, the team is able to elevate the 
competition and attendance to this 
meet. The Bozeman Barracudas 
welcome the over 250 families that 
will be in Bozeman for the TYR 
Teddy Bear Classic Swim Meet.

Teddy Bear Classic swim meet coming to Bozeman

Safety advised on National Forest during trapping season
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Nathan Nutter, Minister of Music and Youth

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Its only army is the love of 
God, its only joy the clear 
wine of His knowledge, its 
only battle the expounding 

of the Truth; its one crusade 
is against the insistent self, 
the evil promptings of the 
human heart. Its victory is 
to submit and yield, and to 
be selfless is its everlasting 

glory. In brief, it is spirit 
upon spirit:

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please call 
at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

• Thursday, December 6 - Meatloaf and mashers, 
veggies, dessert  

• Friday, December 7 - Ham and bean soup, salad 
and croissant, dessert pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, December 10 - Spaghetti and veggies, 
roll, dessert mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Tuesday, December 11 - BLT sandwich and chips, 
veggie sticks and pickle, dessert,  play pan at 1 p.m. 

• Wednesday, December 12 - Cod basket and slaw, 
fries, dessert,  mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Thursday December 13 - Meat and veggie fritata, 
potatoes and fruit,  dessert, Red Hat ladies

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New Be-
ginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 
for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may 
choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for $3.50, 
or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered meals are 
within the city limits of Sheridan and should be called 
in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday 
& Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, December 6 – Cabbage rolls, roll, des-
sert.

• Tuesday, December 11 – Grilled ham & cheese, 
soup, dessert.

• Thursday, December 13 – Ham& potatoes au gra-
tin, veggie, roll, dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated. Activities include bingo each 
Monday, cards on Wednesday. The Senior Center Group 
meets the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

TWIN BRIDGES - The Twin 
Bridges Public Library received 
$500 from the American Library 
Association (ALA) to help plan 
and implement coding activities 
during Computer Science Educa-
tion (CS Ed) Week 2018 (Decem-
ber 3-9) and beyond. Twin Bridg-
es Public Library is one of 250 
school and public libraries around 
the country to receive this micro-
funding from Libraries Ready to 
Code, an initiative of the Amer-
ican Library Association spon-
sored by Google. 

The grant was awarded to the 
Benefactors of the Twin Bridges 
Library, a volunteer organization 
that works to support library ser-
vices and programs. This particu-
lar grant will promote an import-
ant part of the Benefactors stated 
mission - providing educational 
opportunities for the users of the 
Library, particularly among the 
youth of Twin Bridges. Many of 
the libraries that have been grant-
ed this opportunity serve large 

urban populations, and the Bene-
factors are excited to have been 
selected to bring the same oppor-
tunity to youth in our rural town.

“Libraries are the cornerstones 
of our communities,” said Google 
program manager Nicky Rigg. 
“We are proud to include the Twin 
Bridges Public Library in our CS 
Ed Week activities this year. We 
hope this library will join the 
growing number of libraries excit-
ed to offer CS programs that help 
youth create, problem solve, and 
develop the confidence and skills 
to succeed in their future careers.”

“ALA is pleased to provide 
microfunding to the Twin Bridges 
Public Library and other Ready to 
Code libraries,” said ALA Pres-
ident Loida Garcia-Febo. “We 
hope this microfunding will not 
only generate enthusiasm for CS 
Ed Week, but spark year-round 
programming to develop critical 
thinking and digital skills youth 
can draw on over a lifetime.

Twin library gets funding to develop youth coding programs

An 
Unusual 

Discovery
Join the Twin Bridg-

es Public Library on 
Thursday December 6 
at 6 p.m. for pizza and 
to participate in a new 
activity created by Goo-
gle called, “An Unusual 
Discovery.” Participants 
will learn how to pro-
gram conversations and 
animate characters to 
create fun interactive 
stories. Lots of alternate 
coding activities are 
available and activities 
will be tailored to inter-
ests and comfort-levels. 
Everyone will have a 
chance to have fun ex-
perimenting with com-
puter science with plenty 
of help on hand!

MADISON COUNTY - The Madison 
County Sanitarian office wants residents to 
know that the state of Montana requires tourist 
homes to contact their local health department 
to obtain an annual public accommodations li-
cense.

A tourist home (commonly called a vacation 
rental, VRBO, Airbnb) is defined as a private 
home or condominium that is not occupied by 
an owner or manager and that is rented, leased, 
or furnished in its entirety to transient guests 
on a daily or weekly basis.

Licensing is necessary to ensure and main-
tain safe and healthy conditions for guests of 
tourist homes, and complies with state health 
regulations, which ultimately benefits Mon-
tana’s tourist industry.

In Madison County, our sanitarians assess 
conditions of local tourist homes that could 
impact the health of the traveling public. Our 
main priority is to assist noncompliant busi-
nesses with obtaining the proper state health 
license in order to operate in a safe manner.

Mandatory pre-inspection paperwork, spe-
cifically a Plan Review Application, License 
Application, and Fire Safety Checklist, must 

be completed, reviewed, and approved by the 
sanitarian department before an initial inspec-
tion is performed and a license can be issued. 
If a tourist home is using a private water supply 
system, a wastewater test will have to be ana-
lyzed for coliform bacteria and nitrates.

Deadline for submission of the Pre-Inspec-
tion Plan Review Application, License Appli-
cation, and Fire Safety Checklist is February 
1, 2019. 

If documentation has not been submitted 
and approved by this date, the county Sanitari-
an may issue a certified cease and desist letter 
to unlicensed tourist homes.

It’s important tourist homes currently op-
erating without a license contact the Madison 
County Sanitarian Department. For more de-
tails and to schedule a mandatory pre-license 
inspection, contact the Madison County San-
itarian Department, located at 103 W Wallace 
St., Second Floor, in Virginia City, telephone: 
(406) 843-4275, Fax (406) 843-5262; Van Puck-
ett, RS, (406) 596-8063, email - vpuckett@
madisoncountmt.gov or Jessica Wittenberg, 
SIT, (406) 579-2934, jpye@madisoncountymt.
gov.

Vacation rentals must be state licensed
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 12/7 ARAN BUZZAS
Homegrown Montana Folky 
SAT 12/8 TODD GREEN  
Acoustic Eclectic
SUN 12/9 ROD MORRISON
Acoustic Rock/AmericanaMU

SIC
 T

HIS
 W

EE
K

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each 
month from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia 
City

Madison Co. Commissioners meet 
every Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. Annex 

Building.

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Tuesday of ev-

ery month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia 
City

Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hick-

man Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 

p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Ta-

bles
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support 

group for those struggling with addic-
tion. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at 
the Madison Meadows Golf Course. 

All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference 

room. Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 

a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis

First and third Wednesday of the 
month at the Madison Valley Public 

Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Madison Val-
ley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at 
the Bloomin' Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at 
the Madison Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor Sun-
Room

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up pad-
dleboards on Ennis Lake. 75-minute 

classes every Thursday at 7 a.m. 
Call or text Christine at 406-600-

6379 to reserve your spot.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at 
the Madison Meadows Golf Course. 

All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison 

Valley Public Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in 

the tasting room, 5:30 p.m.. See the 
weekly ad on this page for perform-

ers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (PG), Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindewald (PG-13)

Now playing:
instant family (pg-13)

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come join the Fun, Listen to some great music and 
enjoy spirits with a western FLavor!!

From now tiL dec 24th, receive a $10 giFt card For 
every $100 you spend in our tasting room

Friday, dec 7th: LeFt For dead
Friday, dec 14th: road agents

Friday, dec 28th: Fan mountain Frog dogs
Friday, jan 4th: Logan dudding

ask about our weekLy bottLing parties

Christensen
R e n t a l s

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 2 pm and return 
Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT
Weekend Special Pick Up between 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Thursday, December 6
Business After Hours, Ennis
Fan Mountain Inn and 3 Rivers 

will host Business After Hours at 
204 Main Street with light appe-
tizers and great networking oppor-
tunities, beginning at 5 p.m. 

Friday December 7
Spirit of Christmas Stroll, En-

nis
Experience Ennis with an 

old-fashioned Christmas Stroll! 

Photos with Santa, Christmas sto-
ries, roasted chestnuts, live music 
and more, 3-8 p.m. Call the Ennis 
Chamber at 682-4388 for informa-
tion.

Saturday December 8
Christmas Shopping Child 

Care, Ennis
Ennis Community Children’s 

School is offering child care so 
parents and grandparents can get 
their Christmas shopping done! 

Snacks, lunch, dinner and fun pro-
vided. 8am-6pm, $25 per child. 
Call 406-682-7338 for informa-
tion.

Butte Symphony Christmas 
Home Tour, Butte

Five homes around Butte will 
be decorated for Christmas and on 
display for the annual Home Tour! 
All proceeds to the Butte Sympho-
ny. Tour from 12-4 followed by tea 
and cookies at The Springs from 

3-5. Tickets at Books & Books, 
Keenan Jewelers or any of the 
show homes.

Empty Bowls Fundraiser, En-
nis

Gallery 287 will work with the 
Ennis Senior Center for “Empty 
Bowls.” Area potters will donate 
bowls and $20 gets you a hand-
made bowl of homemade soup, 
plus salad and bread. Proceeds 
benefit the Senior Center’s Meals 
on Wheels Program. Visit Gallery 
287 for details. 

An Evening with Willson & 
McKee, Virginia City

Willson and McKee return to 
the Elling House Arts & Human-
ities Center! This time with an 
evening full of community, music 
and participation: a casual potluck 
at 6 p.m., concert at 7 p.m. and a 
fun-filled jam session afterward. 
Tickets $15 at the door, call 843-
5454 to reserve your spot!

Sunday, December 9
60th Annual Veterans Com-

munity Christmas Dinner, Twin 
Bridges

The veterans of Twin Bridg-
es will put on their annual free 
Christmas dinner for the sur-
rounding area, including deliver-
ing meals to those who can’t make 
it in. Dinner at 5 p.m. at the Twin 
Bridges school cafeteria with a 
raffle at 7 p.m. Come enjoy a good 
meal and good company.

Monday December 10
American Legion Meeting, 

Ennis
The American Legion will 

hold its monthly meeting at 7 p.m. 
at the Ennis Legion Post on First 
and Steffens.

Tuesday December 11
The Polar Express, Ennis
The Madison Theatre con-

tinues its free Christmas movie 
series with The Polar Express! 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., movie at 
6:15 p.m.

Wednesday December 12
Brown Bag Lunch with Doug 

Ammons, Butte
The Butte-Silver Bow Ar-

chives continues its brown bag 
lunch series with a presentation by 
Doug Ammons on “Four Counts 
of Espionage vs. the ‘Big Butte 
Attorney:’ Matt Canning and the 
Battle for Freedom of Speech.” 
Bring a sack lunch to the archives 
at 17 W. Quartz Street, presenta-
tion at noon. Call 782-3280 for in-
formation.

Thursday December 13
Library Book Club Meeting, 

Ennis
The Ennis Book Club will 

meet at the Madison Valley Pub-
lic Library to discuss “News of the 

World,” by Paulette Jiles. Presen-
tation led by Lucy Ennis, 1 p.m.

Mad Gals Christmas Gather-
ing, Bozeman

The Mad Gals will be meeting 
at Kountry Korner Café in Four 
Corners for a Christmas get-to-
gether. Social at noon followed by 
lunch at 12:30. RSVP by Decem-
ber 10 and bring a gift to exchange!

Friday December 14
Elling House Splendid Feast, 

Virginia City
The historic Elling House will 

be decorated inside and out with 
a warm and comfortable atmo-
sphere, wassail social hour and 
four-course feast, plus music and 
fellowship on Friday, December 
14 and Saturday, December 15. 
Tickets $50, call 406-843-5454 for 
reservations. 

Saturday December 15
Yuletide Festival Craft and 

Trade Show, Twin Bridges
Photo ops with Santa, plus 24 

vendors selling their Christmas 
wares and a chicken diablo dinner 
for $5, back by popular demand. 
Free entrance and door prizes. 
Kids welcome in the Kids Zone 
with crafts and cookie decorating! 
Jeffers building at the Madison 
County Fairgrounds, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Call 406-596-1978 for infor-
mation.

December 13 & 14
10 am - 3 pm

Coffee and Cookies Served
6522 Us Highway 287, Norris, MT • 59745 • (406) 685-3384

JR’s TiRe
Customer Appreciation!

holiday open house

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 
4PM- CLOSE 

WE WILL CLOSE ON 
DECEMBER 23RD 
UNTIL JAN 2019.

SHERIDAN
School Board Meeting

Tuesday, December 11
7 p.m.

Media Tech Center
Charles B. Murray Building
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