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MADISON COUNTY—Thanks to a collaborative project last-
ing over a year, westslope Cutthroat Trout (WCT) will soon have 
access to a large part of their historical habitat they haven’t seen in 
a very long time.

A brand-new fish barrier was completed in September in the up-
per north fork of Spanish Creek east of McAllister, a project man-
aged by the Turner Endangered Species Fund (TESF) and first pro-
posed by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) in April of 2017.

The barrier is an important step in habitat restoration for the 
species, which is currently found in only about 5 percent of its his-
torical habitat in the Upper Missouri River watershed. It will ease 
movement through Spanish Creek for the trout, extending their 
available reach for another 17 miles and doubling the amount of 
habitat they can access in the area.

“Our goal was to support the project and do a lot of field work, 
but since it’s so much public land we let the Forest Service take the 
lead,” says Carter Kruse, Director of Conservation for the TESF 
and one of the project leaders. “They’ve been fantastic to work 
with. This fits into the cutthroat trout initiative we have in our or-
ganization, especially where there’s public land.”

Those 17 miles include stream access in four creeks besides the 
North Fork of Spanish Creek: trout will also be able to reach ar-
eas of Willow Swamp Creek, Alder Creek, Placer Creek and Camp 
Creeks, all in the Gallatin River sub-basin. It also increases access 
to Big Brother and Chiquita lakes. 

VIRGINIA CITY—The Madison County 
Commissioners met with contractors and a proj-
ect manager to continue discussion of the planned 
project to install an elevator in the county court-
house, making the building more accessible for 
people with mobility issues.

The elevator project has been on the horizon 
for quite some time, but the elevator itself is prov-
ing to be only one of many moving parts that will 
make the undertaking a challenge.

“Working around the schedule of the courts 
has an impact to builders,” said commissioner Jim 
Hart, noting that the district court housed in the 
building needs nearly complete quiet to adjudicate 
hearings and jury trials. Hart said the construction 
will largely depend on the schedule and flexibility 
of the courts.

The project will also likely close parts of the 
courthouse, making them inaccessible both to the 
public and to the employees that work there. Clerk 
of the district court Karen Miller said the courts 
already have trials and hearings scheduled as far 
out as June of 2019. While many of those could be 
rescheduled, settled out of court or moved, there’s 
no way to know for certain when proceedings will 
be taking place.

Contractor Ben Walker said it would take 
around 16 weeks to get the elevator itself once it is 
ordered, and equipment like a hydraulic compres-
sor would need to be moved into the space, which 
could involve moving sections of the floor in order 
to create a place for the equipment to be while an 
elevator shaft is constructed.

“A lot of work can be done in preparation 
before the elevator shows up,” Walker told the 
commissioners. “But there’s some cutting and 
concrete drilling that needs to be done that will 
be really loud, and people wouldn’t want to be in 
there.”

Commission chairman Ron Nye suggested 
the avenue of moving some of the courthouse’s 
offices into an unfinished space in the adminis-
tration building across the street, including the 
clerk of district court office, the county attorney’s 
office and even the courts themselves if neces-
sary.

“It would make the whole process more effi-
cient,” Nye noted. 

District court judges from Madison County 
can also conduct their business in Jefferson and 
Beaverhead counties, which are also part of the 
5th District, but Miller said jury trials must be 
conducted within Madison County lines, since a 
jury of one’s peers is constituted by people who 
live in the area where an alleged crime took place.

That space in the administration building 
would also have to be finished before those of-
fices could move in, adding extra weeks onto a 
project scheduled to take as long as eight months 
once it gets going. Walker also gave the options of 
doing some work at night to expedite the process.

The balancing act of the project, Walker said, 
would be to make it work for Madison County 
while also making it an attractive project to for 
subcontractors to bid on. While the project man-
ual will likely be put out for bid around the first 
of the year, Walker said he hoped to have a gen-
eral ballpark estimate as to the total cost before 
the commission between the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays.

Walker said February would likely be the 
soonest the project could start and that because of 
what he called the “piecemeal nature” of the proj-
ect, contractors may decide to bid on other op-
tions, so it remains uncertain when work would 
really get underway. The commission and build-
ers will continue refining the project manual, 
seeking bids and preparing to move some court-
house offices through the winter and into 2019.

MADISON COUNTY – Hunters, wildlife watch-
ers, anyone who cares about Montana’s quality of life 
and wildlife needs to be aware of how a deer-family dis-
ease could impact the future.

The disease is Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), 
and more cases of this disease were found in Montana 
and nearby this fall, suggesting that CWD could be 
spreading in Montana – although the state Fish Wildlife 
and Parks Department (FWP) is keeping a close eye on 
this, attempting to check the disease due to what it could 
do to state wildlife.

What is CWD?
CWD is a progressive, fatal disease that affects the 

central nervous system of deer family members, which 
include mule deer, white-tailed deer, elk and moose. It 
can hit up to 40 percent of a deer-family herd, and re-
duce herd numbers dramatically. Documented CWD 
losses in mule deer resulted in a 45 percent decline in a 
Colorado herd, and a 21 percent annual decline a Wy-
oming herd. Imagine a Montana with half the elk, deer 
or moose it currently has, then losing even more. Not 
pretty.

The cause for concern is that, during the first three 
weeks of November, FWP discovered five additional 

deer harvested from three counties that tested positive 
for CWD.

Some of these deer came from areas FWP is mon-
itoring for CWD, one was outside the area monitored 
for CWD:

• A mule deer doe taken in Carbon County – within 
an existing CWD-positive area along the southern tier 
of the state – tested positive for the disease.

ENNIS—Led by counselor Roberta McKay and kindergarten teacher Betty 
Klein, Ennis’s class of kindergarteners put on a celebratory Thanksgiving per-
formance on Monday, November 19 that touched upon several different cultures.

“This has been an annual event for so long, I can’t even say how many years,” 
said McKay to a packed gym on Monday evening. Well over 200 friends and 
family members attended to watch the program. “I started it back when I taught 
kindergarten and it just kept going.”

The students danced and sang with abandon for the huge crowd, drawing 
laughs and cheers from around the gymnasium. McKay’s program included 
songs that acknowledged the cultures that welcomed the passengers on the May-
f lower and brought about the first Thanksgiving: the many Native American 
tribes that called North America home long before European settlers arrived.

CWD: Reason for growing concern?
Additional deer found with
Chronic Wasting Disease 

during hunting season

Kindergarteners and their families closed out the students’ annual Thanks-
giving performance with two verses of “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” on Mon-
day night, November 19.

Kindergarteners celebrate 
Thanksgiving with performance

Ennis’s Native American Program 
explores culture, music and a favorite holiday

Above - A healthy whitetailed deer. While CWD is not currently found in our area, it has been 
located to the south, and is found in other parts of Montana. The disease can affect deer, elk and 
moose, and can reduce populations of these animals drastically over time. (File photo)

Spanish Creek’s new trout 
barrier will double habitat for 

westslope cutthroat trout
Reagan Colyer

news@madisoniannews.com

Westslope cutthroat trout are one of 11 native species in Yellow-
stone National Park. (NPS/Todd Koel)

County discusses 
courthouse 

elevator project
Hoping to begin 

construction early in
the new year

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

TROUT continued on A2

PERFORMANCE continued on A2



HELENA – More than a 
third of us would rather take an 
elevator than walk one flight of 
stairs; and half of those less than 
35 years of age can’t remember 
when they last ran a mile, ac-
cording to a new survey. 

Tech product review compa-
ny Gear Hungry surveyed 2,200 
Americans to find out how many 
of us would not be prepared to 
walk a mile to get somewhere. 
Given the survey results, it’s no 
wonder Americans have an ever 
expanding waistline…

The survey went on to fur-
ther indict poor health: 

• On average, 61 percent of 
Montana adults – that’s nearly 
two-thirds of the Treasure State 
population – would NOT be pre-
pared to walk a mile, or more, to 
get somewhere they wanted to 
go. They’d far prefer to jump in 
their car instead of putting one 
foot in front of the other! 

• The survey also found that 
on average, the longest Mon-
tanans would walk to get some-
where is 20 minutes. By com-
parison, surprisingly, given how 
much they love the outdoors, 
Alaskans appear to be the most 
lethargic in the U.S. They’d 
only walk for a maximum of 

15 minutes, or 0.8 miles to get 
somewhere. In the middle of the 
road (no pun intended) come 
Wyomingites – who would walk 
for 0.9 miles (18.6 minutes) be-
fore giving up and hailing a cab.  
The most energetic are the good 
people of Idaho, where they’d 
persevere for nearly half an hour 
(28 minutes) or 1.4 miles, before 
calling it a day.

• Also, more than one-in-ten 
people wouldn’t exercise more, 
even if their lives depended on 
it.

It’s no myth that as a nation 
America struggles with obesity 
levels. 

Troubling data from the fed-
eral health officials earlier this 
year showed that in 2016 and 
2017 more than 40 percent of 
Americans were obese, a sharp 
increase from the decade be-
fore. Data also showed that the 
sale of fast food had increased 
by nearly 23 percent between 
2012 and 2017.

When broken down by gen-
der, women appeared to be a bit 
lazier then men, with 5 percent 
fewer ladies prepared to walk 
the mile. 

Weather, no surprise, is a 
big factor: over half (52 percent) 

of respondents said they would 
be completely put off walking 
somewhere if it was raining. 34 
percent would drive where they 
wanted to go instead, but a resil-
ient 18 percent  said they would 
wait until the rain had stopped, 
then walk anyway.

Americans’ response to ex-
ercise didn’t reflect well on the 
nation, according to the survey. 

Given the choice, it found 35 
percent of us would rather use 
an elevator than walk up just 
one flight of stairs. And nearly a 
third (30 percent ) say they reg-
ularly avoid doing any exercise 
altogether.

About 45 percent those of 
younger than 35 admitted that 
they cannot remember the last 
time they ran a mile or more. 
And, finally, the survey discov-
ered that when on a health kick, 
people only managed to last just 
7.8 days before being defeated 

and succumbing to fast food. 
We’re pretty good at coming 

up with excuses, too. Despite 
powerhouse Beyoncé having 
the same 24 hours in a day as 
the rest of us, a staggering 77 
percent of respondents say they 
are too busy to do exercise and 
74 percent  say they are too busy 
to eat healthily. 

‘It’s not always easy to fit 
exercise into our busy sched-
ules.’ says Jordan Carter from 
Gear Hungry. ‘Increasing our 
steps each day is a good way to 
fit in more active time into our 
days. There are plenty of great 
fitness trackers out there which 
will help you monitor your daily 
activity levels and really help to 
keep you motivated.”

For more information on the 
survey visit https://www.gear-
hungry.com/walk-a-mile/
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TROUT  continued from A1:       Barrier in Spanish Creek to help westslope cuthroat trout

“Stream habitat within the 
project area is capable of sus-
taining a large population of 
WCT,” wrote FWP Region 3 
Supervisor Sam Sheppard in 
the project outline. “In the 
Gallatin River portion of their 
native range, wild aboriginal 
non-hybridized WCT remain in 
low density in only 0.5 of 1,048 
suitable stream miles.”

That translates to about 0.1 
percent of available stream 
miles. FWP’s statewide fisher-
ies management plan goal is to 
have trout in 20 percent of the 
species’ historical range miles. 

“Typically in these connect-
ed watersheds, you have to have 
a way to prevent the non-native 
trout from getting into the area 
you’re trying to restore,” says 
Kruse. In an ideal situation, 
such as another TESF in Cher-
ry Creek in 2013, a natural wa-
terfall served that purpose. In 
Spanish Creek, he says, “we 
had to build our own waterfall.” 

Construction of the barrier 
itself cost around $15,000 and 
took a little over a year, from 
August 2017 to September of 
this year. Along with increas-
ing habitat area for WCT, the 
project was designed to help 
create a self-sustaining popu-
lation large enough to provide 
consistent numbers of the trout 
to facilitate other restoration 
projects.

“They’re kind of a catch-22 
because you’re putting a man-
made structure in a natural sys-
tem,” says Kruse. “But the sta-
tus of cutthroat trout is dire in 
that watershed, so we weighed 
whether it was worth it to put 
a concrete structure in a moun-

tain stream, and it was.”
It’s the latest of a series of 

native cutthroat trout resto-
ration projects sponsored by 
the TESF Cutthroat Trout Ini-
tiative covering around 250 
stream miles, a series which 
seeks to mitigate population 
declines due to species compe-
tition, chief ly against species 
introduced for fishing purposes 
into streams where they are not 
native. 

The TESF notes that WCT 
were once the most widespread 
species of cutthroat trout, occu-
pying more than 56,000 miles 
of streams in the Columbia 
and Missouri river watersheds. 
Their decline has been steeper 
to the east of the Continental 
Divide, where genetically pure 
populations have fallen by 95 
percent or more.

Spanish Creek’s new bar-
rier was a collaborative effort 
among the Custer-Gallatin Na-
tional Forest and Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks in addition to TESF, 
and three-quarters of the proj-
ect area is on accessible public 
land. It also caters to a major 
plan to protect water-dwell-
ing species all over the United 
States: The National Fish Hab-
itat Partnership Action Plan 
(NFHPAP).

The NFHPAP, first written 
in 2006 before being updated in 
2012, seeks to remedy some of 
the challenges created for fish 
populations due to the chan-
nelization, damming, dredging 
and polluting that urbanization 
and development have caused 
over the last century. It outlines 
five major objectives, and the 
Spanish Creek barrier will spe-

cifically address the first two.
The first goal of the NFH-

PAP is to “protect and maintain 
intact and healthy aquatic sys-
tems,” via restoration projects 
and educational programs. 

“Numerous fisheries and 
habitats across the country are 
in need, more than can be re-
paired or protected at one time, 
so strategic focus on project se-
lection and completion is crit-
ical to achieving positive re-
sults,” the plan writes. “We are 
constantly learning from our 
projects.”

The plan’s second goal is to 
“prevent further degradation 
of fish habitats that have been 
adversely affected,” and that’s 
where the Spanish Creek barri-
er will come in the handiest, re-
storing to native trout popula-
tions access to miles of stream 
they haven’t had in years.

On a more local level, the 
project helps fulfill the goals of 
one of the National Fish Habi-
tat Partnership’s local coopera-
tives, the Western Native Trout 
Initiative (WNTI). The initia-
tive grades 21 species of trout 
native to the western U.S. and 
Alaska based on level of con-
cern for things like population 
health, degradation of habitats, 
non-native species impacts and 
public awareness of species 
needs.

The WNTI labeled west-
slope cutthroat trout a “species 
of conservation need,” in the 
first iteration of its strategic 
plan back in 2008, assigning it a 

moderate level of concern when 
it came to habitat degradation, 
availability of comprehensive 
conservation plans and pub-
lic awareness. It also assigned 
WCT a high level of concern 
when it came to non-native spe-
cies impacts.

On its updated strategic plan 
released in 2016, WCT received 
a high level of concern in a 
newly added category: climate 
change. The Spanish Creek 
barrier can’t do much to combat 
climate change, but it can help 
on a local level to address those 
other areas of concern. 

The second phase of a 
five-phase project funded by 
the TESF and overseen by a 
U.S. Forest Service engineer 
and hydrologist, the project 
will continue with the remov-
al of non-native trout and the 
restocking in of WCT in the 
area—hopefully enough to 
bring about sufficient recov-
ery to then stock other suffer-
ing populations from Spanish 
Creek in the future. The single 
barrier in Spanish Creek could 
have wide-ranging impacts for 
regional trout populations in 
the years to come.

“If you stock it appropriate-
ly, we’ve found in our biggest 
projects that it only takes three 
or four years to the population 
to explode,” says Kruse. “Then 
they’ll come downstream and it 
allows anglers to find cutthroat 
trout elsewhere. It’s an added 
resource for people to use.”

The construction of a trout barrier in the North Fork of Spanish 
Creek wrapped up in late October. Bairco Construction Com-
pany posted a time lapse video of the project online, including 
this overhead image of the finished project. (Bairco image)

PERFORMANCE  continued from A1:       Kindergarten students celebrate Thanksgiving

The program included songs 
from the Cherokee, Sioux and 
Navajo cultures and even an old 
Eskimo song, sung in the origi-
nal languages and accompanied 
by dancing and handmade in-
struments, as well as McKay on 

a traditional drum and a piano 
accompanist.

There were also Thanks-
giving songs like “Five Fat 
Turkeys,” about a f lock of the 
birds that lives in a tree to 
avoid becoming Thanksgiving 

centerpieces, and a couple of 
renditions in American Sign 
Language. 

A final rousing performance 
of “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” 
welcomed students’ parents and 
siblings to join in as well, fill-

ing the elementary school gym 
with song. If its ongoing suc-
cess is anything to judge by, it 
looks like the Ennis kindergar-
ten Thanksgiving program will 
continue to be an annual tradi-
tion for years to come.

Another look at West Slope cuthroat trout in their natural 
environment.

Montana’s expanding waistline?
Survey says two-thirds of Montanans 

would not walk a mile to get 
somewhere

(ISTOCK photo)
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Welcome to Madison Valley Bank,  
where living big means giving big.
Pick up a wish card from The Giving Tree and share the joy of 
the holidays with children throughout our community. Cards 
are available in the Madison Valley Bank lobby on Main Street. 
We ask that gifts be wrapped and returned to the tree by 4pm 
on Friday, December 14. Cash donations are also accepted.

If you desire assistance for your family, call Liz at 682-5902. 
The last day to sign up your family will be Friday, Dec. 7.  
No financial information is required and all names  
are confidential.

By John Collopy
The holidays are a time for fam-

ily and friends to gather and share 
laughs, memories – and perhaps a 
drink or two. But for people recov-
ering from an addiction, all that al-
cohol often present at special events 
can be worrisome.

“Holiday parties are when 
many alcoholics fall off the wag-
on,” says John Collopy, author of 
the book The Reward of Knowing 
(www.johncollopy.com), which re-
lates his own struggles with addic-
tion.  “There just seems to be alco-
hol everywhere, sometimes even at 
the office.  It can be very difficult, 
especially for people who have only 
recently stopped drinking.”

Although Collopy has been so-
ber for many years, he knows that 
the holidays are a gateway to his 
past life.  He used alcohol to help 
him deal with memories of a trou-
bled childhood with a dysfunction-
al family and abusive father. When 
he became an adult, he quickly be-
came dependent on alcohol to get 
through the day, plus he had anger 
management issues.

“Every day for an alcoholic is 
a challenge, but over the holidays 
it can be overwhelming,” says Col-
lopy, who today is a successful real 
estate broker.  “People don’t realize 
when they offer drinks to people 
over the holidays how difficult it is 
for some people to say no. Real al-
coholics know they can never have 
just one.”

For those who want to stay so-
ber during the holidays, here are a 
few tips from Alcoholics Anony-
mous and the Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation:

• Skip any drinking oc-
casions you are nervous about. If 
you are really concerned about an 

event, just ask yourself if you really 
need to go. But you don’t have to 
just sit home. Take your family out 
and look at the holiday lights or find 
another activity that gets you in the 
holiday mood without alcohol. 

• Leave early. If you know you 
will be tempted to drink at a party, 
plan in advance to tell people when 
you arrive that you only stopped by 
briefly and have somewhere else 
you need to be.

• Go with a sober friend. There 
is safety in numbers, and you can 
help each other should you be 
tempted to drink.

• Carry around a soft drink. If 
you already have a drink in your 
hand, people are less likely to ask 
you if you want a drink.

• Avoid known risks. If you 
know your brother is a heavy 
drinker, for example, stay away 
from him. If you know the same 
party last year was full of excessive 
drinking, just stay home.

• Create new traditions.  It can 
be a downer if you have to skip 
all the holiday fun. So come up 
with some of your own. Buy a new 
board game, go look at the holiday 
decorations or host your own small 
non-alcoholic party with sober 
friends.

It has been many years since 
Collopy was an alcoholic, but he 
says the rewards of his life now are 
much better than any drink he ever 
took.

“Once you’re sober, you can 
allow yourself to begin to dream 
about life again, the way you did 
when you were a kid,” he says. 
“That doesn’t mean those dreams 
are going to be easy to achieve, but 
at least you can look at them and 
say, ‘I’ve got a shot.’ ”

John Collopy, author of the 
book The Reward of Knowing 
(https://johncollopy.results.net), is 
the owner and broker of RE/MAX 
Results and its subsequent 38 of-
fices across Minnesota and Wis-
consin.  With annual sales of more 
than $5.3 billion, RE/MAX Results 
is now one of the largest RE/MAX 
franchises in the world.  John cur-
rently lives in Minnesota with his 
wife and children.

Staying sober during the holiday season

• Three deer harvested in the 
northern half Blaine County, along 
Montana’s northern tier, tested pos-
itive for CWD. This location has 
been a priority surveillance area for 
FWP.

• Also, a whitetail buck harvest-
ed in southern Liberty County, two 
counties west of Blaine County, an 
area both outside the CWD positive 
area as well as not under CWD sur-
veillance by FWP, popped positive 
for CWD.

• In addition, just before 
Thanksgiving, a vehicle-killed 
mule deer buck in Grand Teton Na-
tional Park, southwest of Yellow-
stone, tested CWD positive. Wy-
oming Game and Fish discovered 
CWD in the area in 2017.

Peggy O’Neill, FWPs Commu-
nication and Education Information 
Bureau Chief, explained CWD fur-
ther.

CWD is one type of a group 
of diseases called Transmissible 
Spongiform Encephalopathies, or 
TSEs. TSEs are caused by infec-
tious, misfolded prion proteins, 
which cause normal prion proteins 
in a healthy animal’s body to mis-
fold, resulting in organ damage and 
eventual death.

“There are different kinds 
of TSEs: mad cow disease af-
fects cattle, scrapie affects sheep, 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob’s disease affects 
humans, and CWD affects mem-
bers of the deer family,” O’Neill 
said. “When other animals come in 
contact with the prions, either from 
infected live animals or from con-
taminated environments, they can 
be infected.”

CWD-infected animals shed 
prions in saliva, feces, and urine 
while alive, and via bodily tissues 
and fluids upon death. These prions 
may remain infectious for at least 
two years. Animal-to-animal con-
tact is the most common way CWD 
spreads, but it can also be transmit-
ted by contact with a prion-contam-
inated environment, like grass and 
soil. 

The average incubation peri-
od from CWD infection to visible 
symptoms takes about 16 months. 
Infected deer family members may 
survive up to nine months. There 

are no documented recoveries.
Prion diseases in mammals af-

fect the structure of the brain, spi-
nal chord and other nervous system 
tissues. Initial symptoms are dif-
ficulty in movement, followed by 
weight loss and behavioral changes 
– decreased interactions with other 
animals, listlessness, lowering of 
the head, tremors, repetitive walk-
ing in set patterns, and nervousness. 
Excessive salivation and grinding 
of the teeth also are observed. Most 
deer show increased drinking and 
urination, which may contribute to 
the spread of the disease.

Does CWD affect people?
“There has been a lot of re-

search done on it and so far CWD 
is not known to affect humans.” 
O’Neill said.

“It is very important that people 
realize the threat that CWD poses 
to our deer and elk.  It takes a long 
time, perhaps decades, to really 
manifest population-level effects.  
But if it reaches high prevalence 
in herds, 30 to 40 percent of the 
herd infected, it can reduce their 
numbers significantly. Document-
ed CWD-related declines in mule 
deer include a 45 percent decline 
in a Colorado herd and a 21 percent 
decline every year in a Wyoming 
herd.  Also in Wyoming, research-
ers found a 10 percent decline ev-
ery year in a white-tailed deer herd.  
This is a serious disease and we at 
FWP are taking it very seriously.”

CWD in Montana
FWP has been monitoring 

CWD in Montana since 1998, 
according to O’Neill and FWP’s 
CWD management plan. FWP test-
ed more than 17,000 wild deer, elk, 
and moose for CWD with no pos-
itive detections between 1998 and 
2016. The agency conducted “ac-
tive surveillance” for CWD from 
1998 through 2011, and “more lim-
ited, “opportunistic surveillance” 
from 2012-2016. 

In 1999, after CWD was found 
in a captive game farm deer herd 
outside Phillipsburg, FWP began 
focusing surveillance efforts on 
“high risk” areas of known prox-
imity to CWD detections. With an 

influx of federal funding, between 
2002 and 2011, FWP began some 
“intensive efforts” in its CWD sur-
veillance efforts.

In 2013, FWP reported on 
hunter and landowner awareness 
of CWD and preferences for man-
aging the disease. A year later, the 
agency modified its CWD Man-
agement Plan, calling for a renewed 
surveillance effort in high-risk ar-
eas and a “weighted surveillance 
strategy” of alternating efforts 
among areas annually.

In 2015, FWP documented the 
distance to CWD cases in states 
along Montana’s borders and pre-
dicted the areas at highest risk of 
CWD infection. This identified 
border areas that became the agen-
cy’s priority surveillance areas.

Subsequent research projects 
have examined mule deer move-
ments along the borders with Wy-
oming, Alberta, and Saskatche-
wan helped to identify risks and 
potential management responses. 
In 2016, FWP began regular CWD 
Action Team meetings and in 2017 
assembled a Citizen Advisory Pan-
el for surveillance and management 
planning. The closest member 
of the panel is Bozeman’s Chad 
Klinkenborg, Mule Deer Founda-
tion Montana Regional Director.

Is CWD spreading?
“Although we have been doing 

some surveillance for CWD for 
the last 20 years, we just started 
an intensive focused surveillance 
effort last year,” O’Neill said. “We 
began looking for it in areas where 
we expected it would have expand-
ed into Montana from neighboring 
states and provinces known to 
have CWD.”

This included borders with Al-
berta, Saskatchewan, North and 
South Dakota, and Wyoming, she 
said. FWP focused its surveillance 
efforts in hunting districts adjacent 
to these locations and around Phil-
lipsburg where the “game farm” 
– it was “depopulated” – tested 
positive for CWD. FWP contin-
ues sampling there in case CWD 
found its way into the wild. 

“We have found it where we 
expected we would and totally ex-

pect to find it in some new places as 
we continue to look, but it doesn’t 
necessarily mean that it is spread-
ing farther in the state, only that 
we are finding it where we thought 
we would,” O’Neill said. “Our sur-
veillance efforts are only meant to 
determine where CWD is.  The 
next step is to determine its prev-
alence – what percent of the herd 
is infected, and the distribution of 
the disease.  This will come with 
much more intensive sampling in 
areas where we find it.”

What’s FWP doing?
“Once we know where CWD 

is, how prevalent it is and how it 
is distributed we can begin man-
aging it,” O’Neill said. “We know 
it is very unlikely we will be able 
to eradicate it completely.  Rather, 
we will be managing to reduce 
prevalence and prevent it from 
spreading.”

How will FWP accomplish 
this? 

“One way we can work toward 
accomplishing both is to adjust our 
hunting seasons,” she continued. 
“Because bucks are two to three 
times more likely to be infect-
ed and more likely to spread the 
disease, we can focus increased 
harvest on bucks. This may not be 
popular with some people, but it is 
one of the most effective things we 
can do.  We can also work to lower 
the overall density of deer by in-
creasing harvest of both bucks and 
does.”

O’Neill said other tactics were 
available:

Because CWD is often clus-

tered in local areas, FWP could 
target removal in limited areas 
around CWD detections. This 
could include minimizing large 
groupings of deer by removing or 
fencing attractants and through 
hazing or dispersal hunts. 

Restrictions on transporting 
the brains and spinal tissue (where 
prions concentrate) of deer-family 
animals harvested by hunters in 
CWD-positive areas to other parts 
of the state helps. She noted that 
because hunters may need access 
to meat processors or taxidermists, 
the transport restriction zones 
(TRZ) are one or more counties 
surrounding CWD-positive areas. 
TRZs only apply to animals taken 
within a CWD-positive area. 

So do prohibitions against 
bringing deer-family brains and 
spinal tissues into Montana from 
states with CWD

Finally, prohibitions on bring-
ing live deer, elk or moose from 
CWD-positive states; the 2000 
voter initiative ban on game farms; 
historic management emphasizing 
opportunity; laws banning the 
feeding of wildlife; and recent 
legislation regulating the use and 
import of cervid urine lures from 
CWD positive states should help, 
too.

What about Region 3?
How about the local scene, is 

there a risk of CWD in Region 3 or 
Madison County?

“CWD has not been detected 
in Region 3,”O’Neill said. “How-
ever, a few hunting districts in the 
very eastern portion of Region 3 – 

HDs 313, 314, 316 and 317 in Park 
County — are future CWD prior-
ity surveillance areas due to their 
proximity to current CWD-pos-
itive areas. FWP will increase 
surveillance in those areas in the 
future.”

What can you do to help keep 
CWD out of our area?

O’Neill said abiding by the 
TRZ transportation rules is a good 
start. If anyone hunts in the prior-
ity surveillance areas, even if it is 
outside of one of the CWD-posi-
tive areas, you might want to get 
your animal tested.

Reporting any sick-looking 
deer anywhere in the state to FWP 
could also help. 

O’Neill also encouraged any-
one concerned about CWD in 
Montana to visit FWP’s website 
and check out the CWD page found 
at http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWild-
life/diseasesAndResearch/diseas-
es/chronicWastingDisease/man-
agement.html. It contains a wealth 
of great information.

CWD  continued from A1:       More deer found with CWD in Montana and south of Yellowstone, is there a risk of CWD locally?
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Photo: Mike Hopper, Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 

     A CWD-afflicted white-tailed deer. This animal will die soon. 
 

                                                            
 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks CWD Action Team 
April 19, 2018 

ENNIS - Alcoholics Anony-
mous (AA) Montana requested the 
following public service message 
be shared:

Have you sometimes wished 
you could spend a holiday sober?   
Alcoholics Anonymous can help.  
Call 888-607-2000 to talk to a 
member of A.A. or go to aamon-
tana.org for meeting times and 
locations.

According to the AA website 
the following local groups are 

available:
• Ennis has three AA group 

meetings, two open, one closed. 
These groups meeting at the Pres-
byterian Church on Mondays, 
at Trinity Episcopal Church on 
Wednesdays and at the Presbyteri-
an Church on Fridays most at 7:30 
p.m..

• Sheridan has a group that 
meets at 8 p.m. at the Methodist 
Church on Wednesdays

• Twin Bridges as a group that 

meets Thursdays at 8 p.m. at the 
Church of the Valley

• Three Forks has a group that 
meets Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Re-
bekah Hall.

• Whitehall has three groups: a 
Monday group that meets at 7 p.m. 
at Wheeler Mountain Ranch, and 
a Wednesday and Saturday group 
that meet at 7 p.m. at the Method-
ist Church.

Want to get sober for the holidays?

Ennis, Montana’s

Empty Bowls Fundraiser
December 8th | 5:00 to 7:00 pm

At The Senior Center
• $20 per handmade bowl you get to keep, 

fill with soup (salad & bread)
•100% of the proceeds will go to the 
Sentior Center and Meals on Wheels!

Hoping this will be a yearly event to 
raise money for the hungry!

Soups donated by Alley Bistro, Ennis Senior 
Center & Pic-A-Nic Basket

Bowls are collectable!

Organized by:Ennis Senior Center & Gallery 287
Great way to be a part of something awesome!
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!

OPINION

OBituaries
Eloise Hargrove stepped 

into heaven on November 15, 
2018.  Born Eloise Marilyn 
Fellbaum on May 31, 1934, 
at her grandparents’ home in 
South Dakota, she was raised 
in Montana and taught kinder-
garten at Hawthorne Elemen-
tary in Bozeman.  She met her 
husband, Don, where he was 
working just down the street at 
the Bozeman Hotel.

As an Air Force wife, she 
raised three sons while living 
all over the United States and 
14 years in the countries of 
Germany, Bolivia and Colom-

bia.  After 35 years outside 
Montana, she and Don returned 
home where Don served in the 
state legislature.

Known for her deep Chris-
tian faith, fascinating adven-
tures overseas and maintaining 
a cohesive and loving family, 
Eloise was asked many times to 
speak about her experiences to 
various women’s groups.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 63 years, Don; her 
sons, Mark (Sandy) Hargrove, 
Dan (Ruth) Hargrove, David 
(Mary) Hargrove; sister, Jane 
(Phil) Peters and their family; 

eight grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.

A celebration of Eloise’s 
life will be held at First Luther-
an Church in Bozeman at 11:30 
a.m., Saturday, November 24th.

As Eloise was a lifelong 
supporter of efforts to get the 
Bible into every language, gifts 
may be given in her honor to 
www.joshuaproject.net/donate.

Arrangements are in the 
care of Dokken-Nelson Funeral 
Service.  www.dokkennelson.
com

Eloise Hargrove
November 15, 2018

By Bill Geer

Montana hunters have been afield pursuing 
deer, elk and other big game, just as we have done 
for decades. But new this year is the knowledge 
that chronic wasting disease (CWD) is present in 
our state’s mule deer and white-tailed deer. 

Last year’s first-ever detection of this devas-
tating disease was a huge blow to our state, al-
though its arrival was considered inevitable. This 
fall, more harvested deer have tested positive for 
this always fatal neurodegenerative disease.

For years, Montana has been surrounded by 
states and provinces with CWD, some of which 
have the disease in high prevalence in wild herds 
and game farms. Montanans voted to ban game 
farms in 2000, eliminating one of the biggest 
sources for establishment and spread of the dis-
ease. But now that CWD has infected some wild 
herds, we face the twin challenges of limiting its 
prevalence and geographic spread. 

Last year the disease was first detected in a 
mule deer buck in Carbon County south of Bill-
ings. More deer, both harvested mulies and white-
tails, soon tested positive. Later in the season, 
mule deer were found to be infected in north-cen-
tral Montana’s Liberty County, and this year more 
animals have tested positive. 

CWD can seriously impact affected herds, 
as seen in Wyoming and Colorado. Unlike oth-
er wildlife diseases, CWD is caused by prions, 
free-living proteins. Once infected, these abnor-
mal prions attack an animal’s central nervous 
system over months or years, causing behavioral 
changes as the animal’s body wastes away. 

Sick animals continue to shed infectious pri-
ons in saliva, urine, feces—and eventually their 
carcasses—contaminating their habitats and ex-

posing additional animals. The prions are nearly 
indestructible and may persist in the environment 
for years. Because of the months-long incubation 
period of the disease, hunters may observe noth-
ing out of the ordinary in harvested animals that 
were recently infected.

There has never been a confirmed case of 
CWD being transmitted from a deer species to a 
human. However, the Centers for Disease Control 
does not recommend that hunters eat animals that 
test positive for the disease. If you suspect that 
the deer, elk, or moose you harvested may suffer 
from CWD, or you harvested it from one of the 
areas where the disease now exists, have it tested 
by Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks.

So what can we do to limit CWD’s spread? 
Montana FWP has adopted a solid plan to man-
age the disease. The plan calls for keeping the 
prevalence below 5 percent in infected herds. 

First off, infected herds will require stepped-
up disease surveillance and possibly increased 
harvest to limit animal density—a factor that 
contributes to disease spread within and between 
herds. That could mean reduced wildlife numbers 
in those areas, but the long-term benefit of keep-
ing CWD at a low prevalence makes it a worth-
while trade-off. In particular, bucks more readily 
transmit the disease than does, so lowering buck-
doe ratios can stem the spread of CWD. 

In some cases, targeted culling of deer may be 
necessary to reduce an increasing prevalence rate 
of CWD within a herd. Although such actions 
may reduce short-term recreational opportunities, 
the longer-term health and prosperity of herds are 
likely to benefit. 

Finally, hunters should stay informed as 
MFWP works to monitor and manage CWD. 
Check your local newspapers, and look for an-

nouncements on the status of CWD as the pro-
gram moves forward. 

Montana has always been a leader in wildlife 
management, and managing CWD will be no ex-
ception. With cooperation from all Montanans, 
working together with our state’s wildlife pro-
fessionals, we can limit this disease’s impact and 
maintain our longstanding wildlife abundance 
and hunting traditions. 

Bill Geer is president of the Montana Wildlife 
Federation. 

Managing CWD will take cooperation from all Montanans

Bill Geer

By Anna Johnson, policy manager, Center for Rural Affairs

Congress has only a few days left in 2018 to pass legislation. Adopting 
a strong, new farm bill should be at the top of their list.

Lawmakers should approve a farm bill that includes closing loopholes 
in commodity payments, renewing major conservation programs, and con-
tinuing programs that offer support to rural communities and beginning 
farmers.

First, loopholes in commodity programs are allowing the largest farms 
to exploit the system and claim incredibly high payments. Not only do 
these loopholes allow for misuse of taxpayer dollars, this unfair advantage 
creates an uneven playing field for smaller, family-sized operations and 
drives farm consolidation.

Second, America needs farmers and ranchers who are committed care-
takers of the land. Farm bill conservation programs offer a needed path 
that allows producers to improve their stewardship of water and soil. A 

new farm bill should provide strong support for conservation, including 
the Conservation Stewardship Program that allows for targeted conserva-
tion efforts across operations.

Finally, rural America needs strong and diverse economic opportuni-
ties. The farm bill contains several smaller programs that offer support for 
rural economic vitality and the next generation of farmers. Not renewing 
these programs closes the door of opportunity for many in rural America.

Congress allowed the 2014 farm bill to expire on Sept. 30, stranding 
over a billion dollars in programs with no authority to operate. Currently, 
both the Senate and the House have put forward draft farm bills, but have 
struggled to achieve compromise. The Senate’s proposals would bring 
needed policy changes for rural America. What’s more, it passed with his-
torically strong bipartisan support.

Congress, we urge you to follow the lead of the Senate and pass a final 
farm bill that serves rural America.

Congress: Pass a new farm bill before 2018 ends

By Sandip Shah
Democrats and Republicans 

alike are lining up to criticize phar-
maceutical companies for gouging 
customers and stranding sick pa-
tients. 

President Donald Trump tweet-
ed that drug companies “should be 
ashamed that they have raised drug 
prices for no reason.” Senator Dick 
Durbin, an Illinois Democrat who 
disagrees with the President on vir-
tually everything else, is leading 
a charge to clamp down on drug 
prices, which he claims are the “#1 
driver for increases in premiums” 
for health insurance. 

These concerns are justified, 
but the blame is misplaced. Many 
patients do face high prices at the 
pharmacy, but that’s not because of 
drug company predation. The prob-
lem: the middlemen sitting between 
manufacturers and patients. 

Pharmaceutical companies 
regularly negotiate substantial dis-
counts with insurers, pharmacy 

benefit managers, and other sup-
ply chain players. These discounts 
shave down the price of the average 
brand-name drug by about a third. 

Discounts have kept drug pric-
es in check. Last year, the average 
cost of brand-name pharmaceuticals 
increased just 2 percent -- a percent 
increase well below that of doctor’s 
visits, hospital stays, and other parts 
of the healthcare sector. 

Generic drugs have also curbed 
costs. Generics are cheaper than the 
brand-name drugs they’re copied 
from. Over the last decade, generic 
drugs have reduced patient health 
care costs by an estimated $1.67 tril-
lion. 

By preventing disease, patients 
don’t develop conditions requiring 
more invasive, expensive treatments 
down the road. Every dollar spent on 
drugs could save up to $10 in avoid-
ed ER visits and hospitalizations for 
patients with congestive heart fail-
ure, high blood pressure, diabetes, 
and more. 

But then, the mystery: Given 
the heavy discounts on brand name 
products and the prevalence of low-
cost generics, why do many patients 
still face high prices when they fill 
their prescriptions? 

Because health insurers and 
other middlemen have steadily 
ratcheted up their cost-sharing re-
quirements. The product price holds 
steady, but patients carry an increas-
ingly large slice of the cost. Since 
2006, insurance deductibles have 
increased by 350 percent and co-in-
surance has jumped 89 percent. 

Instead of passing discounts 
to patients, insurers pocket them. 
More than half of the out-of-pocket 
requirements for brand name drugs 
in commercial health insurance are 
based on the full list price of the 
drug. 

In other words, insurers act as if 
those discounts don’t exist. 

This abuse fuels an odd phe-
nomenon: for some patients, buying 
a drug with insurance costs more 

than paying for it directly out-of-
pocket. Roughly 40 percent of brand 
name drugs are more expensive if 
patients use insurance. 

The New York Times recently 
profiled a UnitedHealthcare custom-
er who went to fill his prescription 
for a generic cholesterol drug. He 
was told he owed $84. That patient 
later searched online and found the 
same drug for just $45. 

This mismatch happens all the 
time. 

Voters and their elected officials 
have ample reason to be angry about 
sky-high drug prices, but pointing 
fingers at drug manufacturers isn’t 
helpful. Drug manufacturers have 
kept prices in check with substantial 
discounts and low-cost generics. 

Sandip Shah is the founder and 
president of Market Access Solu-
tions, a global market access con-
sultancy, where he develops strat-
egies to optimize patient access to 
life-changing therapies.

Getting at the real cause of rising drug prices
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The Montana Heritage Commission is looking for a 
concessionaire to run a successful business in the famous 
Bale of Hay Saloon. This location is Montana’s oldest running 
water hole in Montana.

The saloon comes with a full liquor license and equipment/
furniture  to operate and there is no upfront costs to begin 
a long term successful business. The successful candidate 
must be able to pass a criminal background check and have 
5 plus years experience in the liquor retail industry. The 
Montana Heritage Commission will be making the decision on 
December 3rd, 2018.
If interested, please contact Elijah Allen at 406-369-8147 or 
email at eallen@mt.gov

Elijah Allen
Executive Director

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GRAVELLY MOUN-
TAINS—A Billings man was 
killed earlier this month in a 
hunting accident in the Wig-
wam Creek area of the Gravelly 
Mountains when a shot from his 
hunting partner’s firearm struck 
him.

Fifty-year-old Michael Drex-

ler of Billings was hunting with a 
friend when he was accidentally 
shot, according to reports from 
the Madison County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The accident occurred on 
U.S. Forest Service land south 
of Ennis. Three Madison County 
deputies responded to the scene 

after receiving a call just before 
10 a.m. on Friday, November 2. 

Ennis Ambulance and a Life-
Flight helicopter also respond-
ed, but Drexler died at the scene 
before either had arrived. The 
sheriff’s department noted no 
suspicious circumstances, citing 
Drexler’s death as an accident.

Madison Valley Bank name change complete

Four branch group adopts 
collective new identity

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

One dead in Gravelly Range hunting accident

ENNIS—The former First Madison Valley 
Bank, the flagship branch of a group that includes 
branches in West Yellowstone, Boulder and Mon-
tana City, recently rebranded to foster a “renewed 
sense of unity,” says CEO Roy Pederson.

“Just as families or teams often all have the 
same name to foster unity and commonality, we 
want our bank to grow together, operating under 
the same team name,” wrote bank chairman Time 
Combs and general counsel in a letter to bank cli-
ents. “As our communities grow and change, our 
family of banks must grow and change with them.”

The name change is slight for the Ennis branch, 
but Pederson noted that often when bank users trav-

eled around southwest Montana, they didn’t realize 
that Yellowstone Basin Bank, Montana City Bank 
and First Boulder Valley Bank were all branches 
of the same larger entity. Effective October 29, all 
four branches are now Madison Valley Bank.

“When our father, Peter T. Combs, opened First 
Madison Valley bank in 1965, he waited outside 
the doors and shook hands with each patron who 
entered,” wrote the Combs brothers. “He intended 
for that first bank to serve as a hub for rural Mon-
tana communities, and that ethos is something we 
continue.”

Pederson says the name change had been in the 
works for several months before it officially took 
effect at the end of October. It had been scheduled 
for a few weeks earlier, but so many things had to 
be rebranded—from business cards and notepads 
to pens and the building facades themselves—that 
it was a slightly longer process than first expected.

“What does [the change] mean for you?” write 
the Combs brothers. “Nothing. Nothing will change 
but our name.”
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103 N. MAIN ST., SHERIDAN • 406.842.5411
107 S. MAIN ST., TWIN BRIDGES • 406.684.5678

The
Ruby Valley

Giving Trees provides gifts
 for children and elderly in need.
Tags are placed on the Christmas

trees at Opportunity Bank of Montana
in Sheridan and Twin Bridges

Please call:
Billie @ 406-842-5044 
For the Sheridan Tree

or
Jody @ 406-684-5656

for the Twin Bridges Tree

Monetary donations welcomed
at Sheridan or Twin Bridges branches

or send a check made out to

  The Ruby Valley Giving Tree,
c/o Opportunity Bank 

PO Box 587, Sheridan, MT 59749
or

Twin Bridges BPA
c/o Opportunity Bank

PO Box 417, Twin Bridges, MT 59754

RUBY VALLEY GIVING TREES

DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTING NAMES DECEMBER 3, 2018

First Annual 
UGLY CHRISTMAS 

SWEATER CONTEST 
to be held during the Christmas Stroll.
Ugliest Christmas sweater $50

Most Creative ugly Christmas Sweater $25
Funniest ugly Christmas Sweater $25 

Most original ugly Christmas Sweater $25
Ugliest Christmas Pet Sweater $25

Winners will be posted at the chamber of Commerce following the Stroll

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™
Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner

Quinn Diamond, Owner

 We will have 
Hot Cocoa, 
Treats and 

Goodie bags!
Brought to you by

MADISON COUNTY – 
Cenex dealers, distributors and 
retail locations wants to know 
what makes your hometown 
special.

In an effort to help local peo-
ple decipher what makes their 
individual communities spe-
cial, Cenex is offer a chance to 
win a $5,000 prize, that would 
go towards the community, by 
sharing with Cenex what makes 
each hometown special.

The funds will be used to 
keep your community’s unique 
landmark, attraction or tradition 

going for future generations.
Enter by telling Cenex how 

the potential item in the com-
munity is an integral part of it, 
and how you’d work with local 
community groups to put the 
$5,000 to good use.

In addition to being entered 
to received $5,000, each unique 
location that enters will receive 
a $50 voucher to be used at 
CenexShop.com.

For more information, visit 
https://www.cenexhometown-
pride.com/

What makes your hometown special?

WHITEFISH – Today, Western Values 
Project (WVP) submitted a formal comment 
to the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration (NARA) requesting that they 
not grant the Interior Department’s request 
to delete public records. Interior’s request 
comes as the department and Secretary 
Zinke have dragged their feet responding to 
and in some cases simply failed to provide 
responses to Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests. Today is the last day for 
the public to submit comments to NARA on 
Interior’s request.

Interior is seeking permission from 
NARA to permanently destroy a range of 
records relating to oil and gas leases sales, 
legal matters, mineral exploration permits, 
and fish and wildlife surveys, among other 
issues. WVP’s comment asserts that exten-
sive record keeping is essential to holding 
Interior accountable by ensuring they are 
doing the public’s work properly and legally. 

“This is pretty rich coming from some-

one who claimed he would run the most 
transparent Interior Department in his life-
time. But as Ryan Zinke’s future remains 
in question, we are not surprised by his 
attempt to rewrite history,” said Chris Sae-
ger, Executive Director of Western Values 
Project. “It’s unacceptable that Interior is 
already turning their efforts to destroying 
documents when they can’t even respond to 
the public records requests they have com-
ing in. Despite his claims to the contrary, 
Zinke is trying yet again to pull wool over 
the eyes of the American people by keeping 
the public in the dark while his department 
wages attacks on public lands and wildlife.” 

WVP’s comment points out that since 
the beginning of the Trump administration, 
Secretary Zinke’s Interior Department has 
only fulfilled 10.53 percent of FOIA re-
quests that WVP submitted. 132 FOIA re-
quests that WVP has submitted to Interior 
are still outstanding, including FOIA re-
quests that are 18 months old, dating all the 

way to May 2017. 
The unfulfilled requests have forced 

WVP to sue the department, with multiple 
lawsuits still ongoing.

Earlier this year, Interior accidentally 
released thousands of pages in response to 
a FOIA request that were supposed to be 
redacted: the accidentally-revealed docu-
ments showed that as Zinke conducted his 
national monuments review, his staff “re-
jected material that would justify keeping 
protections in place” and instead looked for 
evidence that supported rolling back public 
lands protections.

Zinke has also kept the public in the dark 
by using a secret calendar and releasing in-
credibly vague calendars to the public. 

Western Values Project, based in White-
fish, Montana, defends America’s public 
lands through research and public education 
in order to hold policymakers and elected 
leaders accountable for jeopardizing the 
West’s outdoor heritage.

Interior’s request for permission to destroy certain records 
comes as Zinke’s department has failed at transparency
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SPONSORED BY:

Madison County 

November 18 - 24, 2018.
D I S P AT C H

November 18 - Accident on Middle 
Rd., Sheridan; Accident on Ledford 
Creek Rd., MM 2, Alder; Accident in 
300 Blk W. Main St., Ennis; Accident 
on US Hwy 287, MM 3, Cameron.

November 19 - Fire Call on MT 
Hwy 287, MM 7, Ennis; Welfare Check 
in 5500 Blk US Hwy 287 N., McAllis-
ter; Accident on US Hwy 287, MM 40, 
Cameron; Accident at US Hwy 287 and 
MT Hwy 87, Cameron.

November 20 - Traffic Complaint 
on MT Hwy 287, MM 5, Ennis.

November 21- Animal Complaint in 
300 Blk Water St., Sheridan; Accident 
on US Hwy 287, MM 77, Harrison; Cit-
izen Assist on Stone Rd., Silver Star.

November 22 - Animal Complaint 
at MT Hwy 287 and Wet Georgia Rd., 
Sheridan; Alarm Call in 300 Blk US 
Hwy 287 N, Ennis; Medical Aid in 100 
Blk Main St., Sheridan.

November 23 - Citizen Assist in 200 
Blk N. Second St., Ennis.

November 24 - Road Hazard at US 
Hwy 287 and Sundance Bench Rd., 
Cameron; Animal complaint in 6500 
Blk US Hwy 287, Norris; Accident on 
South Meadow Creek Rd., McAllister; 
Accident at Moores Creek Rd and An-
telope Meadows Rd., Ennis.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

Well hello there.  You looking for a nice, loving  young guy 
for a long term relationship?  If so, here I am.  I’m looking 

for a purrrrrmanent home and loving relationship.  I’m really 
good inside and outside and purrrfur both - as long as I’m kept 
safe.  I’m up to date on vaccinations, tested negative for FIV/
FeLV and am neutered.  What more could you want?  I’m a 
purrrfect fella.  Well, I think I am anyway.  Please call Misty at 
439-1405 and ask for me purrrease.  I’ll be furever grateful.  
Alder

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Alder
(406)684-5831

M  untain ViewVeterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewVeterinary

The Madison County Sheriff’s Office responded to 79 Calls for Service from 
Nov. 18-Nov. 24.

Mention this ad and receive a gift with your appointment

HALO Studio HAIR
215 S. FIRST STREET, ENNIS

406-224-1822

ANGELA POST, OWNER

A Divine Experience 
In Hair Design

BEFORE AFTER

NORRIS – The following performers are 
coming to Norris Hot Springs during December:

• Saturday, December 1 - Rawbone is a Boz-
eman based duo playing original acoustic folk, 
blues and Americana. Instruments include: cigar 
box guitar, clawhammer banjo, acoustic guitar, 
harmonica, bass, a variety of percussion instru-
ments and vocal harmonies. Always melodic but 
keepin’ it raw.

• Sunday , December 2 - Dan Henry is a one 
man band playing guitar, harmonica, and vocals. 
He’s driven with a blues inf luence but covers a 
wide range of music from folk to rock and reggae 
and so much more, including original songs. He’s 
a born and raised Montanan from the capital city 
of Helena. 

• Friday, December 7 - Aran Buzzas per-
forms songs that are easy to relate to, often 
amusing, and frequently with a regional back-
drop, homegrown Montana Folky Tonk!

• Saturday, December 8 - Todd Green from 
Three Forks plays acoustic guitar and sings 60’s, 
70’s and 80’s rock classics. You’ll hear favorites 
from America, The Eagles to David Bowie and 
Pink Floyd and everything in between.

• Sunday, December 9 - Rod Morrison is 
a Helena musician, performing guitar-based 
acoustic music. He does classic tunes you’ll rec-
ognize but don’t hear every day, mixed with an 
occasional original song. 

• Friday, December 14 - Dave Provost is an 
award-winning singer-songwriter-guitar player 
who has plied his craft while engaging audienc-
es on both coasts and points in-between for the 
last 30 years. His literate, world-weary lyrics sit 
in a roots-oriented musical context comprised of 
equal parts folk, country, and American rock and 
roll. 

• Saturday, December 15 – Michael Hoffman 
a musician from Bozeman who recently moved to 
Cut Bank. He has been playing music in one form 
or another for most of his life and spent nine 
years on the road with Montana favorite outlaw 
country band, the Dirty Shame. At their peak the 
band performed 120 shows a year including wed-
dings, special events and opening for major tour-
ing acts. As a solo performer, he enjoys playing 
to all types of crowds at venues including brew-

eries, parks and private events. His sets include 
early country, the likes of Waylon Jennings, Wil-
lie Nelson and Johnny Cash. 

• Sunday, December 16 - Wolf & The Moons 
is an Americana/bluegrass band based out of 
Missoula. Their rich three-part harmonies and 
extensive mix of originals and covers make them 
a unique and entertaining experience.

• Friday, December 21 - A Band Called Luck, 
this Helena band features Jake Huotari in their 
first performance at Norris. Currently they are 
recording tracks for a new cd. 

• Saturday, December 22 - Aaron Banfield, 
based out of Bozeman, sings and plays originals 
along with some known and obscure covers rang-
ing from ballads to up-tempo tunes.

• Sunday, December 23 - Billings-based sing-
er/songwriter Jessica Lechner has been playing 
music around Montana for many years. Bringing 
a folk sound that is driven by genuine, honest 
original songs as well as a few covers from acts 
such as Grace Potter and the Beatles, Lechner is 
an amazing performer. Her original songs are all 
passion-filled stories from her life experiences 
and growing up in Montana, creating a musical 
portfolio that any audience can relate to.

• Friday, December 28 - John Sherrill is a self 
described “guy with a guitar from Ennis plays an 
eclectic mix of covers and originals.” For several 
years John whittled away at his musicianship in 
Montana. He found a unique sound and approach 
to presenting the songs he labored so carefully 
over. 

• Saturday, December 29 - Heather Lingle, 
“MonTexas Americana” describes Lingle’s mu-
sic. There is a good story and a lot of heart in 
each of Heather’s songs.  A truly American roots 
writer, her music encompasses heartache and 
conquest that ref lect the rugged independence of 
the West through good times and bad. Triumph 
always.  She’s a soulful, rebellious, genuine 
Americana artist.

• Sunday, December 30 - Tom Catmull has 
been writing, recording, performing, eating and 
breathing music for about 15 years. The style of 
his music usually lands somewhere between the 
blurred lines of country, country swing, pop and 
folk. 

Norris Hot Springs music for December

BOZEMAN - Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks will be hosting a series of public meet-
ings to hear input on replacing the current Au-
tomated License System. FWP will be request-
ing permission from the Legislature to replace 
the system.

The purpose of the meetings is to under-
stand how the current system is meeting user 
needs and how it can be improved.

The meetings are open to anyone who is in-
terested and FWP is hoping to have a diverse 
group that represents a variety of outdoor inter-
ests and perspectives. The session will include 
opportunities for small group discussions that 
will help FWP gather input on expectations, 
values, needs, priorities, and perceived issues 
and challenges related to the ALS and Camp-
site Reservation System.

The meetings will run from 6 to 8 p.m. A 

meet and greet will kick off the evening at 5:30 
p.m. with pizza provided by FWP with the ex-
ception of Miles City. The meetings will take 
place at FWP regional offices.

Here is a schedule of the public meetings:
• Nov. 29: Region 2 office in Missoula, 

3201 Spurgin Road
• Dec. 4: Region 3 office in Bozeman, 1400 

South 19th
• Dec. 5, Region 5 office in Billings, 2300 

Lake Elmo Drive
• Dec. 5, Region 7 office in Miles City, 352 

I-94 Business Loop (via video conference)
• Dec. 10, Region 1 office in Kalispell, 490 

North Meridian Road
FWP ensures its meetings are fully acces-

sible to those with special needs. To request 
arrangements, call FWP at 406-444-3186.

FWP to hold public meetings on replacing 
the Automated Licensing System

WHAT DOES MADISON COUNTY DUI TASK FORCE DO?
• Provides programs to the schools in Health and Wellness and Driver’s Education
• Provides Drug Take Back Containers for Law Enforcement
• Participates in community Health Fairs 
• Supports school sober parties
• Supports and participates in the school’s Business Professionals of America, 

helping students with programs that focus on safety i.e. reducing underage 
drinking and driving impaired. 

• Provides grants to community programs that help reduce underage drinking and 
driving impaired.

• Collects County Data for baseline and trend data
• Supports Responsible Alcohol Sales and Service Trainings
• Supports victim advocate programs that help reduce driving impaired and 

underage drinking
• Supports training for Law Enforcement to reduce underage drinking and impaired 

driving

Support your task force we are making a difference in madison county. 
Madison County Dui Task Force does not use tax payer dollars to fund their programs 
they are funded by re-instatement fees through the department of transportation and 

donations. Please consider donating to the Madison County DUI Task Force… 
if you are interested in one of our programs please give Lynn a call at 406-660-7330

November 29, 2018A7THE MADISONIAN



MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

AM snow showers. High 26, low 
12. Winds N 5 mph, 40 percent 
chance of precipitation.

“Not all those 
who wander are 
lost.”

J. R. R. Tolkien.

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Partly cloudy. High 21, low 8, 
WSW 4 mph, 20 percent chance of 
precipitation.

Snow showers. High 30, low 18. 
Winds SSW 5 mph, 40 percent 
chance of precipitation.

PM snow showers. High 32, low 
17. Winds SW 3 mph, 50 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 37, low 18. 
Winds SSW 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Amanda Beedy Morrison
Licensed cLinicaL ProfessionaL counseLor 
LCPC, LAC, NCC

Feeling stuck? 
Need support getting through the 

winter in Madison County? 
Offering supportive, confidential 

counseling.

LONE ELK MALL | Main Building, Upstairs-2C
Cell: (406) 579-2341
Email: amandabeedymorrison@gmail.com
Find me on: www.psychologytoday.com

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

CALL
842-7999

Give Homemade
Nothing says you care like a 
delicious scratch-made meal. 

This holiday, give a Shovel & Spoon 

GIFT CERTIFICATE

108 N Main St, Sheridan
MON & WED 11-2PM

TUE, THUR, & FRI 11 - 7PM
theshovelandspoon.com

MONTANA – Governor Steve 
Bullock today announced that $30.6 
million in federal tax credits will 
be allocated to five communities in 
Montana to preserve or construct 
new affordable housing.

“This is a win-win for Mon-
tana,” said Governor Bullock. 
“Montana families thrive when they 
have a safe and affordable place to 
call home, and our economy con-
tinues to grow when we are able to 
house a productive workforce, while 
creating hundreds of construction 
jobs in local communities through-
out the state.”

Federal housing credits allow 
developers to borrow less money for 
construction and pass those savings 
along to families and individuals 
through lower rent. Federal tax cred-

its fund the construction or rehabil-
itation of approximately 220 rental 
homes each year. Over the past five 
years, they have created an annual 
average of approximately 608 jobs, 
$27.3 million in local wages and 
more than $2.4 million in new taxes 
and revenues for local governments.

The following communities 
have received this year’s round of 
Housing Credits:

• Billings: Chapel Court received 
$8,023,103 for a new construction 
project of 50 units for seniors. Total 
project investment of $10,360,579 
will result in 139 Montana jobs 
earning $6.2 million in wages and 
salaries supported by construction 
activity. Developer: St. John’s Lu-
theran/CR Builders.

• Havre: Oakwood Village re-

ceived $3,881,250 for acquisition 
and rehabilitation to preserve 60 
units for families. Total project in-
vestment of $7,716,755 will result in 
100 Montana jobs earning $4.5 mil-
lion in wages and salaries supported 
by construction activity. Developer: 
Affiliated Developers.

• Helena: Red Alder received 
$7,790,000 for a new construction 
project of 37 units for families. To-
tal project investment of $8,268,072 
will result in 111 Montana jobs earn-
ing $5 million in wages and salaries 
supported by construction activity. 
Developer: RMDC & GLD.

• Ronan: Meadowlark Vis-
ta received $4,182,970 for a new 
construction project of 24 units for 
families. Total project investment of 
$5,594,894 will result in 75 Montana 

jobs earning $3.4 million in wages 
and salaries supported by construc-
tion activity. Developer: RCAC.

• Whitefish: Whitefish HA-HW 
Project received $6,750,000 for a 
new construction project of 38 units 
for families. Total project invest-
ment of $8,708,814 will result in 117 
Montana jobs earning $5.2 million 
in wages and salaries supported by 
construction activity. Developer: 
Homeword, Inc.

After previously narrowing 
down the applications to eight final-
ists, the Governor-appointed Mon-
tana Board of Housing at a public 
meeting Monday voted on the final 
allocation. The Montana Board of 
Housing is part of Montana Housing 
at the Department of Commerce.

Gov. Bullock: $30.6 million in federal tax credits for MT 
communities to develop affordable housing

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  R O U N D U P

The Madison County District 
Court had two criminal hearings 
scheduled for the week of November 
26.

Mark James Bohnemann was 
scheduled to appear last week, but his 
initial appearance was rescheduled to 
Monday, November 26. Bohnemann 
is charged with two felony counts of 
issuing a bad check earlier this year, 
once in April and once in August.

Bohnemann allegedly made a 
payment of over $1,300 at Shedhorn 
Sports in Ennis with a check that 
later failed to be paid. He is alleged 
to have written a second check four 
months later for $1,426 to repay the 
first check, only for the second check 
to also be bad.

Bohnemann was scheduled for his 
initial appearance this week. If con-
victed of the charges against him, he 
faces a fine of up to $1,500 and up to 
three years in prison.

Dustin Dale Bock was scheduled 
for a pre-trial conference regarding 
three felonies and a misdemeanor 
stemming from events occurring in 
September 2017. 

Bock is charged with felony sex-
ual intercourse without consent, a 
charge brought by an acquaintance 
who alleges that Bock had non-con-
sensual sex with her while she was 
asleep. Bock also faces two felony 
charges of tampering with witnesses 
or informants for allegedly attempt-
ing to stop his accuser from calling 
the police, and to discourage a wit-
ness from coming forward, both via 
text messages. Bock’s texts to the 
witness allegedly included threats of 
violence.

Bock is also charged with mis-
demeanor attempted sexual assault. 
The same acquaintance who accused 
Bock of raping her alleged that he 
had touched her and attempted to 
slide his hand up her leg after she 
had expressed her lack of consent by 
moving his hand away.

HELENA - Soon Old Man Win-
ter will be knocking on your door. 
For much of the country it’s time to 
put away spring and summer outdoor 
power equipment, such as lawn mow-
ers, leaf blowers, and trimmers, and 
get out snow throwers, generators and 
other small engine equipment.

The Outdoor Power Equipment 
Institute (OPEI), an international 
trade association representing more 
than 100 power equipment, engine 
and utility vehicle manufacturers and 
suppliers, offers seven questions to 
help home and business owners pre-
pare for this seasonal change.

“Good maintenance in the fall 
means equipment will be in great 
shape when spring arrives and you 
want to tackle landscaping projects 
again,” said Kris Kiser, President and 
CEO of OPEI. “Now is also the time 
for snow thrower and generator main-
tenance and reviewing safe handling 
procedures so you’re ready when the 
snow arrives.”

1. Do you know how to use your 
equipment properly? Review owner’s 
manuals for equipment. Re-familiar-
ize safe handling procedures and re-
quired maintenance needs. If you lost 

your manual, you can usually find it 
online.

2. Does any of your equipment 
need servicing? Before storing equip-
ment, clean and service it or take it to 
a small engine repair shop. Drain and 
change engine oil and dispose of old 
oil safely. Service the air filter, and 
other maintenance activities as di-
rected by your service manual. Check 
all winter equipment coming out of 
storage and see what maintenance and 
repairs are required.

3. Are batteries fully charged? Re-
move and fully charge any batteries 
before storage or to ready your winter 
equipment for a sudden, unexpected 
weather event.

4. Have you drained the fuel tank 
in stored equipment? Unused gas left 
in tanks over the winter can go stale. 
It can even damage your equipment. 
For equipment you’ll store over the 
winter, add fuel stabilizer to the gas 
tank, then run the equipment to dis-
tribute it. Turn the engine off, allow 
the machine to cool, then restart and 
run until the gas tank is empty.

5. Is equipment properly sheltered 
from winter weather? Store spring and 
summer equipment in a clean and dry 

place such as a garage, barn or shed. 
Winter equipment should also be kept 
away from the weather elements, but 
available for use when needed. Al-
ways keep outdoor power equipment 
out of the reach of children.

6. Is your yard tidy and free of de-
bris? Clear the paths regularly used, 
especially during winter. Make space 
in your garage or basement before the 
weather changes, so you have room to 
store larger yard items, like patio fur-
niture, umbrellas and summer toys.

7. Have you found and prepared 
your gas can? Always know the ap-
propriate fuel needed. Most outdoor 
power equipment was designed, built 
and warranted to run on ten percent 
or less ethanol fuel. Buy the type of 
fuel recommended by your equipment 
manufacturer. Fuel goes stale and 
will need to be replaced if you have 
not used it within 30 days. Use a fuel 
stabilizer if recommended by your 
manufacturer.  

Get more information on safe fu-
eling for outdoor power equipment at 
LookBeforeYouPump.com and find 
additional safety tips at OPEI.org. 

Winterizing outdoor power equipment
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BOZEMAN – The world’s pop-
ulation is expected to increase 35 
percent to 9.8 billion people by 2050, 
according to census population ex-
perts. In order to feed that many 
mouths, current crop production 
will need to dramatically increase, 
said Luther Talbert, spring wheat 
breeder and professor at Montana 
State University.

Talbert will discuss combining 
agriculture, biology and technol-
ogy to develop better crops when 
he delivers the next lecture in the 
2018-2019 Provost’s Distinguished 
Lecturer Series, which recognizes 
highly accomplished MSU faculty. 
The lecture, “Wheat Varieties for 
Montana and the World Market,” is 
set for 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 29, in 
the Museum of the Rockies’ Hagar 
Auditorium. It is free and open to 
the public, and a reception will fol-
low at 8 p.m.

Tracing the early domestication 
of wild plants more than 10,000 
years ago, Talbert will connect the 
world’s major food sources of rice, 
wheat and corn to current produc-
tion demands for new and improved 
food products.

“Our challenge is that the sur-
face of the Earth is not expanding, 
but our population is growing very 
rapidly,” Talbert said. “We’ve plant-
ed all of the available land to a few 
crops we rely upon,” Talbert said.

Additionally, a warming climate 
has increased drought, water inse-
curity and created variable growing 
seasons and volatile commodity 
markets, Talbert said — all of which 
add up to a critical worldwide chal-
lenge in food supply.

“Some parts of the world are 
struggling more than others,” Tal-
bert said. “These are places where 
they can’t afford added stresses, be-
cause they’re already vulnerable.” 

Talbert said the agricultural 
community is geared up to handle 

these challenges. Thanks to recent 
advancements in technology and 
science and using age-old tech-
niques in crop breeding, plant breed-
ers around the world are dedicated 
to addressing global food security.

 “Scientific advancements in 
genetics accelerated plant improve-
ment efforts by the simple idea that 
plant traits are controlled by genes, 
and inheritance of genes follows 
simple and predictable rules,” Tal-
bert said. “Starting in the1900s, sci-
entists have been crossing specific 
plants and selecting among the prog-
eny to combine beneficial traits.” 

Since 1987, when the 50th Mon-
tana Legislature appropriated funds 
to operate a spring wheat breeding 
and biotechnology program at MSU, 
Talbert has been a cornerstone plant 
breeder for Montana and the North-
ern Great Plains region.

Working alongside Montana 
producers, MSU faculty and staff, 
Talbert has developed a spring 
wheat program working to be steps 
ahead of Montana’s next agricultur-
al challenge – whether that’s climate 
pressures, disease, pests or quality 
demands.   

As the second-largest spring 
wheat producing state in the coun-
try, according to the USDA National 
Agricultural Statistics Service, that 
means working alongside producers 
to understand their needs, Talbert 
said.

During his tenure, Talbert and 
his research group has developed 
more than a dozen spring wheat va-
rieties grown on millions of acres 
across Montana. These MSU-pat-
ented varieties have contributed 
hundreds of millions of dollars to 
Montana’s agricultural economy.

In 2018, Montana producers 
planted 2.9 million acres of spring 
wheat, of which about 25 percent 
was the MSU-developed Vida, a 
hard red spring wheat that has been 

the most widely grown spring wheat 
in Montana since 2010.

The most widely grown winter 
wheat variety in Montana over that 
time has been Yellowstone, devel-
oped by the MSU winter wheat 
breeding program. Billions of 
loaves of bread have been produced 
throughout the world using flour 
made from these two varieties.

Last spring, Talbert’s breeding 
program released Lanning, a spring 
wheat variety with higher protein 
and stronger gluten than Vida.

“You can have all the markers 
of a great variety, but if it can’t grow 
and thrive in Montana growing con-
ditions — pests and low moisture 
and summer heat — it’s next to use-
less,” he said.

One of the cornerstone breeding 
challenges for Talbert has been pests 
with a particular taste for Montana 
wheat fields, including the prevalent 
and damaging wheat stem saw-
fly. Talbert has focused heavily on 
breeding lines with genetic markers 
for pest resistance with faculty and 
staff collaborators at MSU’s agri-
cultural research centers, and MSU 
entomology faculty, such as David 
Weaver, professor in the Depart-
ment of Land Resources and  Envi-
ronmental Sciences.

“My collaborators on campus 
and peers across the state have all 
made it possible to develop resis-
tant varieties with the right genes to 
grow well in Montana,” Talbert said.

In 2016, Talbert released Egan, a 
spring wheat line resistant to the or-
ange blossom wheat midge that was 
bred and tailored to grow in the Flat-
head area in northwest Montana, 
where the midge is widespread.

In addition to pest resistance, 
Talbert selects the lines that have 
commercial qualities desired by the 
international market.

“Wheat exports from Mon-
tana have an international market 

because MSU varieties have the 
qualities for market and consumer 
demands; Montana wheat is known 
for its quality,” Talbert said. “Our 
university Cereal Quality Lab is 
focused on helping us develop va-
rieties that meet the needs of the 
market.”

Domestic and international 
customers value qualities attractive 
for baking and milling, including 
protein content, strong gluten, high 
water absorption and other charac-
teristics good for making breads, 
noodles and a host of other food 
products, Talbert said.

Developing a wheat variety 
from the lab to market is a process 
that can take anywhere from eight 
to 10 years, Talbert said, adding that 
the process includes “the work of a 
lot of dedicated people and builds on 
decades of collaborative success.”

Breeders start by making genet-
ic crosses with an initial evaluation 
of thousands of lines.

“And from there, it’s a lengthy 
and usually fun process in selecting 
genes for things like high protein, 
high yield, and pest resistance,” Tal-
bert said.

Genes in wheat are passed 
through generations just as they are 
in human families, Talbert said. 

“When two human parents 
have children, each child is unique. 
The same is true for progeny from 
a wheat cross.  The wheat breeders’ 
job is to identify the progeny with 
the best traits from each parent.”

The best lines are then planted 
and tested across Montana at sev-
en agricultural research centers, 
part of the Montana Agricultural 
Experiment Station. Each center is 
strategically located in different soil, 
climatic and elevation environments 
of the state.

“The goal is to develop a line that 
thrives in all of Montana’s microcli-
mates and growing conditions, and 

ultimately results in extra income 
for our farm economy,” Talbert said.

After several growing seasons 
in variety testing at the research 
centers, the very best line is selected 
to be a variety. The seed is distrib-
uted through the Montana Founda-
tion Seed Program, housed in the 
Department of Plant Pathology and 
Plant Sciences in MSU’s College of 
Agriculture. In order to increase the 
amount of available seed, a group of 
Montana farmers with the Montana 
Seed Growers Association, who are 
certified seed producers with strict 
field requirements, grow the seed 
across Montana.

“The success stories in breed-
ing are always fun because you get 
to see the product of the research in 
the real world, which in our case is 
a wheat field in Montana,” Talbert 
said. “Sometimes we do OK and a 
variety becomes very popular, and 
other times a new variety we like 
never really catches on,” he said. 
“But there is always the next cross 
and the next field season to look for-
ward to. The next one is always go-
ing to be the greatest variety ever.”

Another highlight of the job, Tal-
bert said, is seeing an increased in-
terest from MSU undergraduate and 
graduate students in food systems.

 “It’s gratifying to see our for-
mer students thriving in plant breed-
ing jobs in the U.S. and across the 
world,” Talbert said.

The Montana Agricultural Ex-
periment Station and the MSU Col-
lege of Agriculture Department of 
Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology 
host world-renowned plant breeding 
programs that utilize both tradition-
al and molecular approaches in plant 
breeding and genetics to emphasize 
high yields, pest resistance and high 
quality. More information about 
MSU’s crop breeding programs 
is available at http://plantsciences.
montana.edu/.

The Provost’s Distinguished 
Lecturer Series recognizes facul-
ty distinguished at MSU for their 
scholarship and creativity. Faculty 
members presenting during the se-
ries will reflect on the inspirations 
for their work in lectures suited for 
professionals and laypeople alike. 
A full schedule of lectures for the 
2018-2019 academic year is avail-
able at montana.edu/news/17916.

For more information, contact 
the MSU Office of the Provost at 
406-994-4371 or provost@mon-
tana.edu.

Luther Talbot (MSU photo)

MSU wheat breeder to discuss innovation behind Montana crops at lecture

ENNIS—The 2018-2019 
school year’s Harvest of the 
Month program kicked off 
earlier this month with the 
first of its monthly recipe ex-
periments at Ennis Schools.

Elementary students, as-
sisted by several high school 
Culinary Arts helpers, pre-
pared an enormous Boston 
Marrow squash from the 
school garden, turning it from 
blindingly orange bulb that 
nearly outweighed some of 
the students into tasty Squish 
Squash Soup.

Culinary Arts and Family 
and Consumer Science teach-
er Jamie Diehl coordinates 
the Harvest of the Month pro-
gram, a creation of Montana 
State University Extension 
in collaboration with the Of-
fice of Public Instruction, 
the Montana Team Nutrition 
Program and a USDA Farm to 
School grant.

Schools and administra-
tors that register their pro-
grams receive monthly mate-
rials that focus on a seasonal 
crop that can be locally grown 
and prepared by students, plus 
a recipe to encourage student 
involvement in the foods they 

eat. November’s featured of-
fering was the hearty winter 
squash, which comes in doz-
ens of varieties, keeps well 
and can be used in a variety of 
dishes, from pasta and soups 
to pizzas and even mashed, 
potato-style.

Winter squash include the 
well-known acorn, butternut 
and spaghetti, and also more 
obscure breeds like kobucha, 
carnival and turban. The stu-
dents of Jessie Rice’s first 
grade class used Boston Mar-
row, a large variety that orig-
inated on the east coast and 
has at least 200 years of doc-
umented cultivation history in 
the United States.

Winter squash is one of 
the “three sisters” along with 
corn and beans, all of which 
were early staples of Native 
American agricultural prac-
tices. There was a reason for 
that particular grouping, too.

For centuries, the Three 
Sisters growing method has 
helped with effective garden-
ing practices in several ways. 
Corn stalks offer a support for 
climbing bean vines to climb, 
while the bean plants them-
selves return soil nutrients 

like nitrogen to the land, and 
low-growing squash leaves 
keep weeds to a minimum. 

They work well together 
from a nutrition perspective 
as well: eating corn, beans 
and squash also provides a 
nearly perfect protein with all 
nine important amino acids, 
something most often found 
in meat.   

Rice’s first-graders pre-
pared Squish Squash Soup, 
allowing them both kitchen 
practice and offering a taste 
test for their parents, who at-
tended parent-teacher confer-
ences at the end of last week.

Behemoth squash star of Nov. Harvest of the Month
Ennis elementary learns how to grow, 

prepare local ingredients

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

1 cup diced onions
1 celery stalk, diced
2 cloves garlic, smashed
1 cup apple cider
1 lb. diced winter squash
1 potato, diced
3 cups vegetable stock
1 bay leaf
1 tsp. dried thyme
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
2/3 cup evaporated milk

- Directions -
Combine onions, celery, 
garlic and apple cider in 
a large soup pot. Cover 
and simmer for 10 min-
utes. 
Add squash, potatoes, 
stock and herbs. Bring to 
a boil over medium-high 
heat and simmer for 20 
minutes or until the 
squash is cooked.
When done, puree soup 
with milk until smooth.  

Squish
Squash 

Soup
(Made by 

Mrs. Rice’s class)

Students from Jessie Rice’s first-grade class, with the help of some high school culinary arts 
students, turned a huge, homegrown winter squash into soup last week as part of the Montana 
Harvest of the Month Program. (Jamie Diehl)

The bumper crop from the Ennis Schools garden shows just 
how easy it is to grow winter squash, which students turned 
into soup last week. (Ennis school photo) 
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Madison Valley Manor news…
Ennis Kindergarten students and teachers recently entertained the residents at the Madison 
Valley Manor.  The group sang and performed Thanksgiving -themed songs and did a wonderful 
job. Many smiles and much applause was sent their way by the residents. It was a great way to 
kick off the holiday season! (Submitted)

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Di-
abetes affects a body from head 
to toe. Now there’s a resource 
that illustrates its effect on 
both – and all the parts in be-
tween.

Thanks to research, what 
we know about diabetes and 
how to treat it has grown vast-
ly over time. Now, researchers 
at the National Institute of Di-
abetes and Digestive and Kid-
ney Diseases (NIDDK), part 
of the National Institutes of 
Health  – along with leading 
diabetes experts from around 
the country and world  – have 
developed the third edition of a 
reference designed to be a one-
stop source for crucial scientif-
ic information on diabetes and 
its complications: “Diabetes in 
America.”

The resource is designed to 
be useful to a variety of audi-
ences. Through “Diabetes in 
America,” patients can better 
understand their condition, 
and practitioners can deter-
mine the likelihood that their 
patients will develop diabetes 
or associated complications. 
Health policy makers can use 
the resource to help guide de-
cision-making, while scientists 
can use the resource to identify 
areas of needed research to ad-
vance care for people with or at 
risk for diabetes.

“′Diabetes in America′ was 
written to serve as the go-to 
book for anything you ever 
wanted to know about diabe-
tes,” said Catherine Cowie, 
Ph.D., editor of “Diabetes in 
America” and senior advisor 
for the NIDDK Diabetes Ep-
idemiology Program. “It’s a 

resource for everyone, because 
diabetes affects just about ev-
eryone, from the more than 
110 million Americans with 
or at risk for the disease to the 
many more people who care for 
them.”

Covering the spectrum of 
diabetes, the book describes 
data and trends in the United 
States, complications of diabe-
tes and related conditions, and 
prevention and medical care, 
including outlining major di-
abetes research findings. The 
effects of age, race, ethnicity, 
and other factors are also ex-
amined, helping practitioners 
develop individualized treat-
ment plans and patients under-
stand their unique risks and 
protections.

The book reports on well-
known complications of diabe-
tes, such as heart, eye, kidney 
and nerve diseases, and also 
shows the connection between 
diabetes and other serious 
conditions, including cancer, 
dementia, bone fractures, and 
urinary incontinence.

“Diabetes doubles the risk 
of many devastating conditions 
in the body, from hearing loss 
to heart disease to nonalcohol-
ic fatty liver disease. With this 
third edition of ‘Diabetes in 
America,’ we hope to shine a 
light on the many consequenc-
es of this costly and chronic 
disease, and how research con-
tinues to improve the outlook 
for people with or at risk for 
diabetes or its complications,” 
said NIDDK Director Grif-
fin P. Rodgers, M.D. “Written 
by leading experts, this guide 
provides everyone with crucial 
information about the toll of di-
abetes on Americans and gives 
scientists a resource to identify 
necessary research to improve 
health for all people with dia-
betes.”

“Diabetes in America” also 
presents points of hope found 
through research:

Type 2 diabetes can be pre-
vented or delayed. The NID-
DK-funded Diabetes Preven-
tion Program (DPP) found that 
people who are at high risk for 

type 2 diabetes can prevent or 
delay the disease by losing a 
modest amount of weight. A 
DPP-based intervention has 
since been disseminated na-
tionwide.

People with type 1 diabe-
tes are living longer, healthier 
lives. Findings from landmark 
NIDDK-funded research has 
made early and intensive blood 
glucose control the standard 
treatment worldwide for type 1 
diabetes, contributing to longer 
life expectancies.

Rates of some complica-
tions are declining. Improve-
ments in management of diabe-
tes have led to a decline in the 
frequency of some complica-
tions of diabetes.  For example, 
the number of adults with dia-
betes requiring lower extremi-
ty amputations has decreased.

“′Diabetes in America′ 
shows that though much prog-
ress has been made in under-
standing and managing diabe-
tes, and in preventing type 2 
diabetes, we are still on a long 
journey to good health for all,” 
Cowie said. “We hope this edi-
tion, the first in more than 20 
years, will help educate people 
so we can lessen this burden for 
everyone.”

The NIDDK, part of the 
NIH, conducts and supports 
basic and clinical research and 
research training on some of 
the most common, severe, and 
disabling conditions affecting 
Americans. The Institute’s re-
search interests include dia-
betes and other endocrine and 
metabolic diseases; digestive 
diseases, nutrition, and obesi-
ty; and kidney, urologic, and 
hematologic diseases. For more 
information, visit www.niddk.
nih.gov.

About the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH): NIH, the 
nation’s medical research agen-
cy, includes 27 Institutes and 
Centers and is a component of 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services.

For more information about 
NIH and its programs, visit 
www.nih.gov.

New NIH reference book is one-stop 
resource for diabetes information

New book sheds
light on burden 
of diabetes for 

country
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The Selway
I heard the hunters carry on 

‘bout where to get away.  They 
talked of Central Idaho, back 
in the lone Selway.

So, we heeded their advice 
and then we gathered up our 
gear.  We loaded three fresh 
horses with hay pellets to the 
rear.  

The first 240 miles were 
such a pleasant drive.  But, the 
60 miles of forest road, how 
did we both survive?

And did I mention that the 
road was closed down for the 
year?  Right then the word, 

cannibal, was ringing in my 
ear.  

The Pass weren’t for the 
faint of heart, but we had brand 
new chains.  What brought us 
to this mountain top?  Surely 
clabber for our brains.  

Thank heaven I rode shot-
gun.  I was still a bit in shock.  
Then I heard the driver say, 
“We’ve got to beat the clock.

“We need to get to camp 
‘fore dark; no time to fool 
around.  Mother Nature has no 
mercy.”  And he said it quite 
profound.  

So, we drove down to the 
trailhead where the sign read, 
Paradise.  No need to even 
wonder cuz its name was so 
precise.

Our guide was packed and 
ready.  He was itching for the 
trail.  He said, “We’ll go ‘bout 
15 miles.  This ride ain’t for the 
frail!”

The ride was most spectac-
ular.  The river at our side.  I 
wondered what our guide im-
plied.  So far, a perfect ride.

But it seemed the guide was 
right about the long and crook-

ed course.  One slip and you’d 
be dead or maybe swimming 
with your horse.

Our day was coming to an 
end.  We rode into the camp.  I 
smelled beef stew and biscuits; 
saw the cook tent’s glowing 
lamp. 

That night while in my 
sleeping bag, I slept next to 
the heat.  My first night in the 
Selway.  Would tomorrow be so 
sweet?

COMMODITY INSITE: Not soon enough for me  by Jerry Welch

The Montana Night Sky       by Richard Stouffer

The highlight of the Montana 
night sky in December is the 
Geminid meteor shower, one of 
the best meteor showers of the 
year. On top of that, 2018 will 
be a great year for observing the 
Geminids. With the moon set-
ting before 11p.m. on the night 
of December 13 and the Gemi-
nids peaking on the morning of 
December 14, astronomical con-
ditions could not be better. The 
most active time for the shower 
will be from about 2 a.m. until 
the first light of dawn in the early 
morning hours of December 14. 

At the shower’s peak, up-
wards of 60 or more meteors per 
hour can be seen. For some lucky 
observers who are observing 
from a very dark site with very 
clear skies and who happen to be 
looking up when the shower is at 
its strongest, they may get to see 
up to 120 meteors per hour.

To observe the meteor show-
er, dress as warmly as possible, 
go outside to the darkest site you 

can find, set up a comfortable 
folding chair and look general-
ly straight up in the sky facing 
northeast and enjoy! You will not 
be looking at dust from a passing 
comet, as is the case in other me-
teor showers, but at debris caused 
by an object identified as 3200 
Phaethon, which is thought to be 
a Palladian asteroid. On top of 
that, 3200 Phaethon comes closer 
to the Sun than any other named 
asteroid with its closest approach 
to the Sun being well within the 
orbit of Mercury. 

Planetary highlights occur 
both in the evening hours and in 
the hours before dawn. 

As the month begins, Saturn 
sets about two hours after sunset. 
By the middle of the month, Sat-
urn is lost in the solar glare. That 
leaves Mars as the remaining 
planet in the evening sky, still 
shining brightly after its close 
approach to Earth in the summer. 
Mars continues to speed away 
from Earth and fade in bright-

ness as it decreases to about the 
brightness of Saturn as the month 
comes to a close. Mars sets short-
ly before midnight all month 
long. 

Next up in the night sky is 
brilliant Venus, which rises 
about 3 a.m. as the month begins 
and about 4:15 a.m. as the month 
and the year come to an end.

By around December 7, Venus 
is joined by the giant planet Ju-
piter, which first becomes visible 
about that time. By the end of the 
month, Jupiter rises about two 
hours before sunrise. 

At about the same time that 
Jupiter becomes visible in the 
morning sky, speedy Mercury 
makes an appearance as well. By 
the middle of the month, Mer-
cury rises about an hour before 
Jupiter. Then, on the morning of 
December 21, Mercury and Ju-
piter pass within about a degree 
of each other. By the end of the 
month, the relative positions of 
Jupiter and Mercury are reversed 

as Mercury rises about an hour 
after Jupiter and about an hour 
before sunrise. 

As for the moon, the moon 
forms a triangle with Venus and 
Spica, the brightest star in the 
constellation Virgo, on the morn-
ing of December 3. The moon 
then passes to the lower right of 
Saturn in the evening on Septem-
ber 8. Next, the moon passes be-
low Mars on December 14. The 
moon is full on December 22. 
The moon passes above Regu-
lus, the brightest star in the con-
stellation Leo, on the evening of 
December 25 and below Regulus 
the next evening. The moon then 
passes above Spica on the morn-
ing of December 30. 

The sun sets at its earliest 
time for the year on December 9 
and arrives at the winter solstice 
at 3:23 p.m. on December 21, the 
shortest day of the year, when 
winter begins in the Northern 
Hemisphere.

December highlights

Recently, the Federal Reserve decided to hold 
interest rates steady but also stated they remained 
on track to gradually tighten rates moving forward. 
They cited a strong economy as the reason to keep 
pushing rates higher in an attempt to fight inflation. 

After the Fed kept rates at unchanged levels, a 
Producer Price Index report was released. From 
Market Watch. “U.S. wholesale inflation in October 
posted the biggest increase in six years, driven by 
higher gas prices and rising costs for some goods 
such as machinery and equipment critical for busi-
nesses. And they went on to state, “The producer 
price index jumped 0.6% last month after barely any 
change since July, the government said Friday. The 
increase exceeded the 0.2% forecast of economists 
polled by MarketWatch.’’

The Fed is adamant about fighting inflation with 
higher interest rates and based on the recent PPI 
report, they have reason to be so concerned. How-
ever, when viewing hard assets and in particular 
the ag-markets there are few signs of inflation. The 
CRB Index for instance, that is to commodities as 
the Dow Jones is to the equity markets is not inflated 
by any measure. The CRB this week fell to its lowest 

level in 15 months while the stock market (the Dow) 
experienced its worst Thanksgiving Day week in 40 
years. Not much inflation there!

The CRB Index is weighted towards, grains, 
livestock and petroleum and in that order. By any 
measure, that group of markets is and has been de-
flating rather than inflating. And if you doubt that 
for one moment contact a farmer, rancher or a petro-
leum producer and ask how the prices of what they 
produce are doing.

If interested in a place on the globe where in-
flation is, “wacky out of control” look at Venezue-
la. According to CNBC News with a headline that 
reads, “Venezuela’s consumer prices rose 833,997 
percent in the 12 months.  The article goes on to 
state, “Monthly inflation decelerated to 148 percent 
from 233 percent in September, the data showed, but 
left the OPEC nation on track to reach the 1 million 
percent inflation in 2018 expected by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund after five straight years of re-
cession. And the final sentence that is simply breath-
taking declares, “ The International Monetary Fund, 
the IMF expects hyperinflation to reach 10 million 
percent in 2019.

Going back to the PPI report from above that 
says... “U.S. wholesale inflation in October posted 
the biggest increase in six years, driven by higher 
gas prices…” but here is something that has unfold-
ed starting on October 1. It was on that date when 
crude oil prices hit a four-year high of approximate-
ly $76 a barrel, rolled over and crashed to a low of 
nearly $50. It was a record decline for such a short 
period of time. And during that historic collapse, at 
one point, crude prices closed lower nine days in a 
row, something not seen in 34 years. 

Thus, it is true that inflation at the wholesale lev-
el in the US hit a six year high but since then, crude 
oil prices have crashed but gas at the pump has yet to 
be lowered, giving consumers a price break. Big Oil 
is buying crude oil on the cheap, refining it and still 
selling gasoline at the pump on the dear. It is a heck 
of a profitable scenario for Big Oil but a bummer for 
consumers.

But here is a rub difficult for me to digest. Ac-
cording to Investopedia is, “The Phillips Curve is 
an economic concept developed by A. W. Phillips 
stating that inflation and unemployment have a sta-
ble and inverse relationship. The theory claims that 

with economic growth comes inflation, which in 
turn should lead to more jobs and less unemploy-
ment. The concept behind the Phillips curve states 
the change in unemployment within an economy has 
a predictable effect on price inflation.”

The unemployment level in the United States is 
the smallest in 49 years yet, inflation in the US is 
well contained despite the recent PPI report show-
ing gas at the pump remaining high priced. For all 
intents there is no inflation in the US to worry about 
based on the performance of the CRB Index and 
crude oil prices. But the Phillips Curve hints loudly 
that inflationary pressures are building and so close 
to showing up, the Fed continues to promise that 
higher rates are coming in December of this year, all 
of 2019 and into 2020.

The US employment rate and the Phillips Curve 
suggest US agricultural prices are due to inflate, giv-
ing relief to farmers and ranchers. Not inflation on 
the scale of Venezuela but something more bullish 
than what has been seen for far too long. And for 
me, inflation cannot come soon enough. Not nearly 
soon enough.

Winter GrassesThis, Our Valley

Rev. Keith Axberg

“O God, you are my God: 
eagerly I seek you; my 
soul thirsts for you, my 
flesh faints for you, as in a 
barren and dry land where 
there is no water.”

 Psalm 63

I have had the pleasure of 
being retired a little over a year 
now. The adjustment to a life of 
leisure hasn’t been too bad, al-
though I have found the “leisure” 
part of the equation somewhat 
more elusive than finding the end 
of Pi. There seems to be no end 

to the number of little things life 
requires of its organisms.

That’s as it should be. We 
each have a purpose, even if mine 
seems to be to provide carbon 
dioxide for the grass outside so I 
have something to mow for three 
out of the four seasons. I don’t 
mind. In fact, I rather enjoy fol-
lowing my self-propelled grass 
muncher as it wanders to and fro 
looking to swing its blades of 
glory against the forest of local 
fescue (and dandelions) residing 
‘round the house.

Fortunately, we have entered 

the season of winter, and the lawn 
seems to have gone dormant, stor-
ing up its energy for a springtime 
assault on my sinuses. That, too, 
is as it should be, for if it wasn’t 
for my sneezing, I doubt I would 
get the exercise I need to huff and 
puff my way around the house be-
tween meals and snacks.

Speaking of which, while 
the sod has gone to sleep, this 
sod-buster has had to shake off 
his slumbering ways and prepare 
to take a couple of services while 
our minister is off on a spot of va-
cation. 

I had thought that by not 
preaching regularly my mind 
would be gathering up fresh ideas 
and thoughts and illustrations 
the way squirrels find and store 
up their own nuggets of nutrition 
day-by-day, but sadly, that hasn’t 
happened. It’s either that or some-
one has broken into that cranial 

storehouse of wisdom and in-
sights God (or Darwin) stuck be-
tween my ears and made off with 
all those treasures!

The truth is, I suspect, that 
the old adage “Use it or lose it,” 
is valid. 

Back in the day when I was 
preparing sermons to deliver on a 
weekly basis, I know my eyes and 
ears were alert to looking and lis-
tening for things that would con-
nect our faith with life. 

I remember one day driving 
around Ennis Lake and finding a 
woman pushing her bicycle along 
the road. I stopped and asked if 
I could help, thinking she might 
have a flat tire. I was wearing my 
clergy shirt and collar and driving 
my pickup, so hoped she wouldn’t 
be alarmed. She told me she was 
fine, so I drove off. I would love 
to say I offered to help out of the 
goodness of my heart (and surely, 

some of that was there), but I also 
knew the gospel lesson coming up 
that Sunday addressed the story 
of the Good Samaritan, and I was 
NOT going to be the priest “who 
passed by on the other side” of the 
person in distress.

Things like that happened all 
the time when I was preaching 
regularly, but now that I’m not, I 
find my eyes have clouded over a 
bit. I simply am not making the 
connections I once did. It’s not 
for lack of activities, but for lack 
of paying attention to the world 
around me.

It’s like with friends you ha-
ven’t seen in years. You would 
assume you’d have tons to talk 
about making up for lost time, but 
actually, you end up having less 
to say, because the connections 
aren’t there. Each has gone their 
own way, points of contact and 
commonality have separated, and 

so you don’t know where (or how) 
to start. And so you share some 
inane pleasantries, and then you 
move on.

There aren’t that many of us 
who preach, but we do connect. 
With the holidays drawing near, 
it seems maybe now is as good 
a time as any to begin strength-
ening the connections we have. I 
would hate to be standing over the 
punchbowl at some gathering and 
have little more to talk about than 
news, sports, weather, or the state 
of my grass.

Which reminds me: dandeli-
ons make a wonderful Christmas 
gift. Not only can you not kill 
them, they help clear your sinuses 
each spring in this, our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com. 
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

Sudoku

su
do

ku
 s

ol
ut

io
n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.
47-tfc-b 406-683-5592

406-865-0000
60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is the ideal removing 
and pruning time!

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

FOR RENT

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

FOR  SALE

Place Your Classified
682-7755

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE 
DRIVER * CERTIFIED EMT 

WANTED
Volunteers are needed at 

the City of Ennis Volunteer 
Ambulance Service. If 

you’d like to support your 
community, the ambulance 
service is in need of non-
certified drivers (CDL not 

required) and certified 
Emergency Medical 

Technicians. Pick up an 
application at Ennis own 

Hall or contact Patti Austin, 
Ambulance Manager at 406-

580-0941

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a PRN 
Medical Technologist (ASCP). 

Applicants must have a 
Montana CLS license. This is 
a per diem position with on-

demand scheduling as needed. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Ranch House near Sheridan: 2 
bedroom, 1 bath, partially fin-
ished basement. Washer/Dryer. 

Fireplace. 
No dogs. No smoking.

$1000 + utilities per month. Call 
406-842-5116

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

SADDLES STAR SERVICES 
Francisco’s horse tack saddles 

cleaning and polishing 
406-682-5423

Facebook: Fraliin Diir
Email: mejiapanchito@gmail.

com

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018

Furnished 2 bedroom, 1 bath apt, 
W/D, AC, $675 plus propane. No 
smoking, no pets. Now until May 

1. Call 551-0309

Clean, furnished studio apt in 
Ennis; $475 includes utilities. No 
smoking, no pets. Call 682-7268.

TRASH PICKUP
Local weekly trash and junk 

pickup in the Ennis area. Call 
406-595-8071 for scheduling 

or more information.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a Certified 
Nurse’s Assistant. This is a 
full-time position eligible 

for benefits. Applicants must 
have a CNA certification 

and be CPR qualified. Please 
visit www.RVMC.org/

career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

 Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District seeks bids for snow 

removal for the 2018-19 season. 
Mail proposals to MVRFD, PO 
Box 849, Ennis, MT 59729,to be 
received no later than December 

10. Must be licensed and 
insured.

Contact Chairman Ted Liss, 
682-3614 or 581-7055 for more 

information.

Madison Valley Rural Fire 
District seeks a Training Officer 

to plan and facilitate monthly 
and special trainings and to 

maintain training records for all 
personnel. Other responsibilities 

will include responding to 
calls when available, enforcing 

department policies and 
procedures, having knowledge 
of fire equipment. Must have 

knowledge of firefighting tactics 
and procedures for a variety of 

calls. 
Preferred qualifications 

include: EMT basic or higher, 
knowledge of programs such as 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint; 

Firefighter 1 & 2 certified, and 5 
years of firefighting experience. 
Up to 40 hours per month are 

expected, salary commensurate 
with District salary schedule. 

MVRFD is an equal 
opportunity employer. Please 

send letter of interest and 
resume to MVRFD, PO Box 

849, Ennis, MT 59729 no 
later than December 12th 
for consideration. Email 

mvrfdbooks@3rivers.net for 
a full list of responsibilities 

and requirements. Phone Chief 
Shawn Christensen, 682-4748 or 
570-6741, for more information.

 SHARP AQUOS LCD 80” BIG 
SCREEN TV $500.00. Ennis 

682-7466

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Old Hotel is Hiring Qualified 
Front & Back of the House 

Staff • Servers • Line Cooks • 
Dishwashers Must be Available 
15-20 Hours a Week Nights & 

Weekends Experience Preferred 
RASS Trained or Eligible to 

Sell/Serve Alcohol Please Send 
Resumé to: PO Box 242 Twin 
Bridges, MT 59754 or email: 

oldhotel@3rivers.net

Alder School seeks a substitute 
cook to fill in for the head cook. 

For more info contact Renata 
Nichols at 596-3328.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio apartment for rent at 

Madison Square. Contact Jamie 
581-9219.

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Part Time Night Nurse. 

Applicants to complete an 
employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.
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YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

 more MARKETPLACE

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Ad #361
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.
com (406) 293-3714

Ad #362
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. 
Residential and Commercial 
Timber Packages. Full 
Service Design - Build Since 
1990, (406) 581-3014 brett@
bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #363
Auto transport company 
seeking professional Class A 
CDL drivers. Excellent wages, 
benefits, and bonuses. Sign on 
bonus. $7500 for experienced 
auto transporters. $2500 for 
drivers with 100K verifiable 
miles and at least 1-year CDL 
experience. Excellent well-
maintained equipment. On the 
road for 14-17 days. Call Gary 

(406) 259-1528 or apply online 
www.jandstransport.com/drivers.

Ad #364
ATTENTION EASTERN 
Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running Bi-monthly 
routes. Actively seeking Coyotes, 
Lynxcats, Fox, Deer/Elkhides 
and antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. (308) 750-0700, 
www.petskafur.net

Ad #365
Sundling & Lane Ranches  
Special Bred Cow Sale. Saturday 
December 01, 2018.  12:30 PM. 
Headwaters Livestock Auction 
at Three Forks, MT. 275 AI Bred 
Heifers. 600 3-4 Year Old Cows. 
420 Mature Cows
100 Angus Replacement 
Heifers-No Brands. All ranch-
raised, one-iron Angus Females. 
headwaterslivestock.com (406) 
285-0502

Ad #366
Wanted: LOOKING FOR used 
Valmar or Gandy applicators to 
buy, most models. Call Paul (763) 
286-2037 for details.

Ad #367
If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, service, 
event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 
or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 
or email stacy@mtnewspapers.
com or member@mtnewspapers.
com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149.    

STATEWIDE   CLASSIFIEDS

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and 
we can take it from there.

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live?  
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP!

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood?

WE CAN HELP!

ALL ISLAND MORTGAGE & FUNDING CORPORATION
496 Smithtown By-Pass • Smithtown, NY 11787

NMLS • 3740 Registered Mortgage Broker NY, NJ, FL, CT, PA, MT, WA, AK, ME, CO, CA, TX
Montana Division of Banking and Financial Institutions. Loans arranged through third party provider.

MONTANA REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST
Draw out all eligible cash out of your home and 

make no mortgage payments EVER!
• You retain the title
• In home service

• Tax free cash
• FHA Gov. issued

• Live in your home
• Must be 62 or older

Call Today for a FREE Catalog (406) 219-8407

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

$14.99 monthly lease fee for equipment and Wi-Fi modem. Internet speeds 
and availability may vary based on location and are not guaranteed.

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

 GET DISH TV 
2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE

MBPS

$4999
/mo.From
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PUBLIC NOTICES NOVEMBER 29, 2018
NOTICE OF JOINT COMMISSION 
MEETING
The Madison County Board of Commis-
sioners and the Gallatin County Board of 
Commissioners will conduct a joint meeting 
in Big Sky on Wednesday, December 5, 

2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Lone 
Peak Cinema at the Big Sky Town Center, 
50 Ousel Falls Road, Big Sky, Montana. The 
Big Sky Chamber of Commerce will also be 
presenting Eggs & Issues/Voices of Montana 
Tourism at 8:30 a.m. that same morning in 

the Lone Peak Cinema. To receive a copy of 
the agenda for this meeting, please contact 
the Madison County Commissioners’ Office 
at 406-843-4277 or by email at lbuyan@
madisoncountymt.gov. This meeting is open 
to the public.

Pub. Nov. 22, 29, 2018) MCC
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PRIVATE SALE
The following property will be sold by written 
bid by 9:00 a.m. MST on December 4, 2018 

2010 Utility Trailer 1UYVS2533AU860601, 
2010 Utility Trailer 1UYVS2534AU908610 
2012 Peterbilt 1XPHDP9X3CD148834, 
2014 Peterbilt 1XPHDP9X4ED218117 2014 
Peterbilt 1XPHDP9X8ED218119 To inquire 
about this item please call Kaylynn Kotter at 

801-624-5938. Transportation Alliance Bank 
4185 Harrison Blvd Ogden, UT 84403
(Pub. Nov. 22, 29, 2018) TB
MNAXLP
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HELENA - Teen drivers put everyone on the 
roadway at risk of a deadly crash, especially if they 
are bringing teen passengers along for the ride, ac-
cording to new research from the AAA Foundation 
for Traffic Safety.

The AAA study found that when a teen driver 
has only teen passengers in their vehicle, the fatality 
rate for all people involved in a crash increased 51 
percent. 

In contrast, when older passengers (35 or old-
er) ride with a teen driver, overall fatality rates in 
crashes decreased eight percent. Considering the in-
creased risk created by a combination of teen drivers 
and teen passengers, AAA emphasizes the need for 
teen drivers to gain adequate supervised training, es-
pecially in different driving scenarios.

In 2016, teen drivers were involved in more than 
1 million police-reported crashes resulting in more 
than 3,200 deaths. Researchers pinpointed that when 
teens were carrying teen passengers, fatality rates 
jumped:

• 56 percent for occupants of other vehicles
• 45 percent for the teen driver
• 17 percent for pedestrians and cyclists
In Montana in 2016 there were 15 fatalities in 

crashes involving teen drivers – 6 were drivers, 6 
were passengers of teen drivers, 2 were occupants 
of other vehicles, and 1 was a pedestrian or cyclist, 
according to federal government data.

“Teens lack experience behind the wheel, which 
increases the odds of a deadly outcome, not just for 
the teen driver, but for their passengers and others on 
the roadways,” said Michelle Donati, spokesperson 
for AAA Montana. “Parents of teens must take this 
rite of passage seriously by setting and consistent-
ly enforcing rules to limit teenage passengers in the 
vehicle.”

Supervised driving – with parents in the passen-
ger seat as the coach – is the first step to teaching 
teens how to become responsible and safe drivers. 

AAA offers a multitude of resources at TeenDriving.
AAA.comto help coach teen drivers, in addition to 
these tips:

• Require teens to log at least 100 hours of super-
vised practice driving with a parent before driving 
solo.

• Begin by practicing driving in low-risk sit-
uations and gradually move to situations that are 
more complex: highways, nighttime, driving in the 
rain, and on and around challenging roadways (e.g., 
curves). 

• Allow no more than one non-family passenger 
under the age of 20 to ride with the teen driver during 
the first six months of driving.

• Use slightly different routes each practice ses-
sion.

• Practice adjusting speed based on three factors: 
visibility, on-road traffic and different road condi-
tions.

“Strong coaching and diversity in practice driv-
ing sessions are key when teens have their learners 
permit,” Donati said. “And, once teens have their li-
cense, consistent parental involvement is essential.” 

About the study: Data used in the Everyone’s at 
Risk 2018 brief came from the 2016 National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Fatali-
ty Analysis Reporting System (FARS) and the Crash 
Report Sampling Survey System (CRSS). The FARS 
database includes all motor vehicle crashes on public 
roadways that resulted in a fatality within 30 days of 
crash. The CRSS database is a nationally representa-
tive probability sample of all police-reported crashed 
in the United States.

About AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety: Es-
tablished in 1947 by AAA, the AAA Foundation 
for Traffic Safety is a not-for-profit, publicly funded, 
501(c)(3) charitable research and educational organi-
zation. The AAA Foundation’s mission is to prevent 
traffic deaths and injuries by conducting research 
into their causes and by educating the public about 
strategies to prevent crashes and reduce injuries 
when they do occur. This research is used to develop 
educational materials for drivers, pedestrians, bicy-
clists and other road users. Visit www.AAAFounda-
tion.org.

About AAA Montana: We are more than our 
legendary fleet of tow trucks, auto, home, life insur-
ance and travel services. Our mission is to make a 
positive impact in the communities we serve, offer-
ing smarter solutions that improve traffic safety and 
helping the public adapt to a fast-changing mobility 
landscape. Learn more at AAA.com.

Teenage drivers can put 
everyone on the road at 
risk of a crash, says AAA

AAA study shows risk of 
deadly crash increase with 

teen driver, especially 
when a teen driver has 

teen passengers

BOZEMAN– For the past 50 
years, First Interstate has been com-
mitted to philanthropy and corpo-
rate citizenry within the commu-
nities it serves, donating more than 
$3.3 million and 11,500 volunteer 
hours in 2017 alone.

Whether through grants, spon-
sorships, or volunteer efforts, giving 
back is part of First Interstate’s core 
identity, something its employees 
proudly celebrate each and every 
day. 

However, to commemorate Giv-
ing Tuesday, we would like to shine 
a light on some of our local volun-
teer ambassadors—a few shining 
stars whose passion for giving con-
tinuously inspires others. Employ-
ees like Bozeman’s Shelley Beal 
illustrate what makes First Interstate 
so special—the power of team, the 
power of giving, the power of culti-

vating caring communities.
Shelley Beal of Bozeman,, “ The 

Benevolent Banker,” Beal, retail 
bank manager for First Interstate 
in Bozeman, is a lifelong volunteer 
and advocate for children, the home-
less, health and human services, 
and everything in between. Causes 
attended and volunteer board po-
sitions held are so numerous, that 
they take up a half sheet of paper. 
Some of Shelley’s most passionate 
causes include Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters, MT Special Olympics, and the 
Cody Dieruf Benefit Foundation for 
Cystic Fibrosis. “I am friends with 
the founder, who lost her daughter 
to Cystic Fibrosis,” Shelley said. 
“There is no cure for the disease, 
and we work hard to help the kids in 
our community with funds for trav-
el, extended hospital stays, and ulti-
mately—a double-lung transplant.”

In addition to donating time to 
serve on various nonprofit boards 
and volunteer efforts, Shelley also 
uses her skills and knowledge as 
a banker to help others. She is the 
Treasurer of the Cody Dieruf Ben-
efit Foundation, working with an 
accounting firm to get quarterly fi-
nancials to report on during board 
meetings and also helps the organi-
zation prepare an annual budget.

As a lifelong volunteer and vol-
unteer coordinator, Shelley said par-
ticipants shouldn’t be deterred from 
volunteer work because of the un-
known—unsure about the job, time 
needed, effort required, etc. “You 
can learn on the job,” Shelley said, 
adding “…until you spend some 
time within the organization, you 
don’t really know what drives it or 
makes it successful.

First Interstate Bank celebrates local 
volunteer during Giving Tuesday effort
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BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

106 E HAMILTON, SHERIDAN  
$269,000 | #321499

• Large attached 2 car garage
• Beautiful landscaped yard w/covered patio
• Furnishings included

Joszie 
Driear

sales associate
406.580.4469     

421 W ENNIS ST, ENNIS
$249,900 | #326207

• 3bd, 2ba- 1400± sf
• Fenced yard, mature trees
• Detached 2 car garage

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288 

91 HAYFIELD LOOP TR, ENNIS   
$375,000 | #319264

• Access to BLM- FS
• Minutes to Madison River
• RV hookups

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155

3 CAMERON DRIVE, CAMERON 
$344,900 | #212507

• NO covenants - 20± acres
• Private Madison River access
• Close to Lee Metcalf Wilderness

Dot
Merrill 

broker
406.570.9067    

WASHINGTON STREET, SHERIDAN
$169,000 | #326037 

• 3bd, 1.5ba, 1,344± sf home
• Attached garage, shed, lean-to & greenhouse!
• Spacious kitchen/dining area & large mud room 

Frank
Colwell 

broker
406.596.1076   

407 S EDGAR, VIRGINIA CITY
$225,000 | #319268

• Cozy log home w/open floor plan
• Large master suite
• Beautiful mountain views

Holly
Driskill 

sales associate
406.451.3527  

• 4 Separate lots; 1.96± acres
• 3bd, 2ba home with updates
• Detached garage & outbuildings!

Nikki
Picken

sales associate
406.698.0853   

TOBACCO ROOT ROAD, SILVER STAR
$135,000 | #328496

235 S IDAHO ST, DILLON
$279,000 | #319594

• 4bd- 2.5ba remodeled Victorian
• Across from updated Jaycee Park
• Residential or Commercial

Sarah 
Weitz 

sales associate
406.925.2260 

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725  TOP 20 CAH WINNER

Your Top Priority deserves one 
of the nation’s Top Hospitals

•  Acute Inpatient Care 
(with Hospitalist Expertise)

• Behavioral Health
• Cancer Care
• Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab
•  Diagnostic Imaging (CT, MRI, Ultrasound, 

Nuclear Medicine, Mammography, Bone 
Densitometry, Radiography, Fluoroscopy)

• Emergency Services 24/7
• Family Clinic
• Gynecology
• Health Improvement Program
• Home Health & Hospice
• Internal Medicine Clinic

• Laboratory
•  Obstetric & Newborn Care 

(Epidural Service)
•   Pharmacist-run Clinics 

(Coumadin, Heart Failure, Hypertension, 
Asthma, Medication Management)

• Sleep Studies
•  Surgery (General, Orthopedic, Urology, 

Podiatry, Gynecology, Ophthalmology)
•  Swing Bed (skilled restorative 

& rehabilitative care)
•  Therapy (Physical, Occupational,  

Speech, Sports Medicine)
• Walk-in Clinic

www.barretthospital.org   |   406-683-1188

Student 
of the 
Week

JACKIE TRELOAR is the Ennis Schools 
Student of  the Week!  Jackie, whose 
parents are Allison and Mike Treloar, is 
a 1st grade student at Ennis Elementary.   
Jackie was nominated for this week’s 
award for the many exceptional qualities 
she exhibits on a daily basis, such as 
staying focused on the task at hand, 
following directions, and getting her 
schoolwork done in a timely manner.  
She also comes to school prepared to 

learn every day.  Jackie is very kind to others and is a positive influence in her 
classroom.  In fact, Jackie recently earned the Good Citizenship Award in her 
1st grade classroom for the 1st quarter for all of  these great qualities and more. 
Thanks for being a part of  Ennis Schools, Jackie, and congratulations on earning 
this week’s Student of  the Week!

We are proud of YOU!

Congratulations!

By Jenny Lake, Digital Third Coast Internet 
Marketing

The Tuesday after Thanksgiving, better known 
as #GivingTuesday, is a national holiday founded 
on social media to celebrate a day of giving back. 
It leverages the reach of social media to encourage 
Americans to donate their time, money or resources. 
Last year, #GivingTuesday raised an estimated $274 
million for nonprofits.

To celebrate the most charitable states, we an-
alyzed Google search trends to determine which 
states give back the most. We chose four popular 
search terms that indicate interest in donating time 
or money—“best charities to donate to,” “places to 
donate near me,” “volunteer opportunities near me,” 
and “what percentage of income should be donated 
to charity”—then calculated search volume for those 
terms, per capita.

Most Charitable States
Massachusetts claimed the top spot, according to 

our analysis of Google search trends data. Not far be-
hind, Delaware, Michigan, New Hampshire and Vir-

ginia rounded out the top five most charitable states 
in the country. Finishing out the top 10 were Illinois, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Florida and Connecticut.

Looking at the top 10 list, it’s not surprising that 
most of the states who give back were from the East 
Coast. Maryland, Vermont, Rhode Island and Maine 
came in at No. 11, 13, 17 and 20, respectively. The 
Midwest makes an appearance with Minnesota and 
Ohio who came in at No. 12 and No. 16. The top 20 is 
rounded out by Washington at No. 14, Georgia at No. 
15, Utah at No. 18 and Colorado at No. 19.

Least Charitable States
States from the South and Southwest closed off 

the bottom of the list. Coming in at No. 50 is Loui-
siana, with New Mexico, Oklahoma, Montana and 
Arkansas making up the bottom five. Some other 
states who could stand to donate some spare change: 
Nevada, which ranked at No. 45 and was preceded 
by Alabama, Mississippi, Nebraska and Tennessee.

The states who landed in the middle need to step 
their donation game up a bit, but thankfully, made it 
out of the very bottom.

Wisconsin just missed the top 20, followed by 
California at 22, North Carolina at 23, Indiana at 
24, New York at 25, Oregon at 26, Arizona at 27, 
Missouri at 28, Kansas at 29, Texas at 30, Alaska at 
31, North Dakota at 32, South Carolina at 33, West 
Virginia at 34, Hawaii at 35, Iowa at 36, Idaho at 37, 
Kentucky at 38, Wyoming at 39 and finally, South 
Dakota at 40.

The most charitable states in America

Who gives what, where
might surprise you

BOZEMAN – Montana 
State University will host its 
annual Crop and Pest Man-
agement School Jan. 14 – 16 in 
MSU’s Strand Union in Ball-
room D.

MSU Extension, the MSU 
College of Agriculture and 
the Montana Agricultural Ex-
periment Station will host 
the workshop, which includes 
presentations on agronomy, 
MSU crop breeding program 
updates, integrated weed 
management, entomology and 
plant pathology.

The workshop is geared 
toward producers, certified 
crop advisers, county agents 
and those working in agribusi-
ness. Credits will be available 
for private and commercial 
applicators and certified crop 
advisers.

Speakers include:
• Jessica Torrion, interim 

superintendent of the North-
western Agricultural Research 

Center, on research results 
from five years of studying 
wheat irrigation strategies.

• Luther Talbert, MSU 
spring wheat breeder, will up-
date on new spring wheat va-
rieties and program highlights.

• Jamie Sherman, MSU 
barley breeder, on MSU’s bar-
ley breeding program.

• Noelle Orloff, research 
associate and Tim Seipel, 
MSU Extension weed special-
ist, will address herbicide car-
ryover and damage.

• Prashant Jha, associate 
professor at MSU’s Southern 
Agricultural Research Center, 
on precision weed manage-
ment and herbicide resistance.

• Clain Jones, MSU Exten-
sion soil fertility specialist, 
will discuss soil acidification 
and ways to identify, prevent 
and mitigate damage.

• David Weaver, professor 
in the Department of Land 
Resources and Environmental 

Sciences, will conduct an en-
tomology activity and provide 
updates on Montana pests.

• Aaron Esser, Adams 
County director in Washing-
ton, will share Washington 
State University research on 
wireworms and wheat.

On Wednesday, Jan. 16, 
Frankie Crutcher, assistant 
professor at MSU’s Eastern 
Agricultural Research Center, 
will deliver research high-
lights on small grains and pa-
thology.

The cost for the workshop 
is $195.

The deadline to register is 
Monday, Jan. 7. 

The full workshop sched-
ule, a printable mail-in regis-
tration form, and a link to an 
online credit card registration 
page can be found at:  http://
plantsciences.montana.edu /
labs.html.

MSU to host Crop & Pest Management School in January
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Nathan Nutter, Minister of Music and Youth

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Its only army is the love of 
God, its only joy the clear 
wine of His knowledge, its 
only battle the expounding 

of the Truth; its one crusade 
is against the insistent self, 
the evil promptings of the 
human heart. Its victory is 
to submit and yield, and to 
be selfless is its everlasting 

glory. In brief, it is spirit 
upon spirit:

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 p.m., 

Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please call at least 
24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you plan to 
dine in.

• Thursday, November 29 - meatball sub, pasta salad 
and veggie sticks, dessert

• Friday, November 30 - General Tso’s chicken, rice and 
veggies, dessert pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, December 3 - Reuben sandwich, onion rings 
and pickle, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Tuesday, December 4 - Chicken alfredo and veggies. 
garlic bread, dessert  play pan at 1 p.m. 

• Wednesday, December 5 - Taco salad, roll, dessert, 
mahjong at 1 p.m. 

• Thursday, December 6 - Meatloaf and mashers, veg-
gies, dessert  

• Friday, December 7- Ham and bean soup, salad and 
croissant, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Thursday, December 6 - Meatloaf and mashers, veg-
gies, dessert  

• Friday, December 7 - Ham and bean soup, salad and 
croissant, dessert pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New Be-
ginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 for 
more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 
years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to 
eat at the Senior Center, family style for $3.50, or have 
their meals delivered for $4. Delivered meals are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 10 
a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 

will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & 
Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.

• Tuesday, November 27 – Chesseburger, fries dessert.
• Thursday, November 29 – Chicken chow mein, des-

sert.
• Tuesday, December 4 – Fish and chips, dessert.
• Thursday, December 6 – Cabbage roll, dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center pro-

vides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Communi-
ty Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and up (spouses 
and caregivers are invited). Donations for meals are ap-
preciated. Activities include bingo each Monday, cards on 
Wednesday. The Senior Center Group meets the first Mon-
day of each month at 6 p.m.

• Wednesday, November 28 - Meatloaf, mashed pota-
toes, veggie, salad, dessert

• Friday, November 30 - Beef Stroganoff, veggie, salad, 
fruit, peanut butter dessert

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

BOZEMAN — Teams of stu-
dents from middle schools across 
Montana spent weeks leading up to 
the 34th annual Montana Science 
Olympiad held Tuesday, November 
20, at Montana State University. 
Their mission: create a roller coaster 
for a marble to roll down from top 
to bottom in as close to 47 seconds 
as possible.

Students designed and tweaked 
their roller coasters beforehand, but 
there was a catch – the target time 
wouldn’t be announced until the day 
of the competition. 

When it was their turn to com-
pete, two Culbertson students, Kayli 
Olson and Megan Granbois, carried 
their roller coaster to the front of the 
room, placed it on a table before a 
panel of three judges. Made of wood 
and clear plastic tubes the contrap-
tion was designed so that the marble 
would roll down the tubes like a car 
driving out of a parking garage. The 
idea was one the students came up 
with after researching ideas online.

The team had eight minutes be-
fore their two allotted runs to make 

last-minute adjustments. The two 
girls made sure that their entry was 
lined up as intended and did several 
practice runs, with Granbois run-
ning a stopwatch to check the mar-
ble’s time from top to bottom. When 
the team did their two official runs, 
they clocked a best time of about 52 
seconds.

“Nice work,” one of the judges 
commented. “I really liked your de-
sign.”

The roller coaster event was just 
one of 14 science-related competi-
tions in the  Olympiad.

Junior high and high school 
students from across Montana com-
peted in team and individual events 
such as battery buggy, disease de-
tectives, sounds of music, elastic 
launched glider and mousetrap 
vehicle that tested their knowledge 
of various sciences, concepts and 
practices.

A total of 117 teams compet-
ed, including 60 Division B teams, 
which are made up of students in 
sixth through ninth grades, and 57 
Division C teams, which are com-

posed of students in grades nine 
through 12. Although the number of 
students participating in this year’s 
event is not yet available, this is the 
largest number of teams to ever par-
ticipate, and last year the Montana 
Science Olympiad drew more than 
1,250 students, according to Lee-
Ann Swain, director of the Montana 
Science Olympiad.

About 200 students, faculty and 
staff from departments across cam-
pus put on the tournament, which 
spread across 10 buildings on cam-
pus. The Olympiad is organized 
by MSU’s Science Math Resource 
Center housed in the College of Ed-
ucation, Health and Human Devel-
opment.

Winners at the state level have 
the chance to attend the national 
tournament, which will be held in 
Ithaca, New York, in May.

Olson and Granbois said they 
were happy with how their roller 
coaster turned out. Olson said they 
worked on the project for about a 
month before the competition.

“It was fun, but it was a lot hard-

er than it looks,” she said. “It takes a 
lot of effort.”

Olson said she and Granbois 
originally started working on a dif-
ferent roller coaster that they were 
building from top to bottom. But 
they found there wasn’t enough 
space to work on the entire roller 
coaster that way, so they started 
over and built it from bottom to top 
instead.

It is amazing to see campus cov-
ered with excited Science Olympiad 
students from every corner of the 
state, said Tricia Seifert, head of the 
Department of Education.

“Students build on prior knowl-
edge and preparation while respond-
ing in the moment,” she said. “Sci-
ence Olympiad provides students 
with bragging rights for their school 
but also for tremendous personal 
achievement. You don’t have to win 
a medal to feel like you have accom-
plished something extraordinary.” Corvallis High School students from prepare their Rube Gold-

berg machine for the Mission Possible competition, part of the 
34th annual Montana Science Olympiad at MSU. (MSU photo)

100-plus junior high and high school teams compete at Montana Science Olympiad
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 11/30 SAMUEL ISAAC
Singer Songwriter
SAT 12/1 RAWBONE  
Folk/Blues/Americana
SUN 12/2 DAN HENRY
Blues/Reggae/FolkM
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S 
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Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 2:30 
- 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson Hick-

man Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis

First and third Wednesday of the month at the 
Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 5:30 

p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 
5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for per-

formers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Instant Family (PG-13), Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch.  (PG)

Now playing:
The Old Man & The Gun   (PG-13)

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Saturday, 
December 1

Madison County Democratic 
Committee Meeting, Virginia 
City
The County Democratic Cen-
tral Committee will hold its 
post-election meeting at 10 a.m. 
at the Thompson-Hickman Li-
brary, where election results will 
be analyzed. Call 682-3151 for in-
formation.

Tuesday, 
December 4

Holiday Inn, Ennis
The Madison Theatre will be 
playing free Christmas movies 
every Tuesday in December until 
Christmas! The first movie will 
be Holiday Inn. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. and movie starts at 6:15 
p.m.

Thursday, 
December 6

Business After Hours, Ennis
Fan Mountain Inn and 3 Rivers 
will host Business After Hours at 
204 Main Street with light appe-
tizers and great networking op-
portunities, beginning at 5 p.m. 

Friday, 
December 7

Spirit of Christmas Stroll, Ennis
Experience Ennis with an 
old-fashioned Christmas Stroll! 
Photos with Santa, Christmas sto-
ries, roasted chestnuts, live music 
and more, 3-8 p.m. Call the Ennis 
Chamber at 682-4388 for infor-
mation.

Saturday, 
December 8

Christmas Shopping Child Care, 
Ennis
Ennis Community Children’s 
School is offering child care so par-
ents and grandparents can get their 
Christmas shopping done! Snacks, 
lunch, dinner and fun provided. 
8am-6pm, $25 per child. Call 406-
682-7338 for information.

Butte Symphony Christmas Home 
Tour, Butte
Five homes around Butte will be 
decorated for Christmas and on 
display for the annual Home Tour! 
All proceeds to the Butte Sympho-
ny. Tour from 12-4 followed by tea 
and cookies at The Springs from 
3-5. Tickets at Books & Books, 
Keenan Jewelers or any of the show 
homes.

Empty Bowls Fundraiser, Ennis
Gallery 287 will work with the 
Ennis Senior Center for “Empty 
Bowls.” Area potters will donate 
bowls and $20 gets you a hand-
made bowl of homemade soup, 
plus salad and bread. Proceeds 
benefit the Senior Center’s Meals 
on Wheels Program. Visit Gallery 
287 for details. 

Tuesday, 
December 11

The Polar Express, Ennis
The Madison Theatre continues 
its free Christmas movie series 
with The Polar Express! Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m., movie at 6:15 
p.m.

Thursday, 
December 13

Library Book Club Meeting, En-
nis
The Ennis Book Club will meet 
at the Madison Valley Public Li-
brary to discuss “News of the 
World,” by Paulette Jiles. Presen-
tation led by Lucy Ennis, 1 p.m.

Friday, 
December 14

Elling House Splendid Feast, Vir-
ginia City
The historic Elling House will 
be decorated inside and out with 
a warm and comfortable atmo-
sphere, wassail social hour and 
four-course feast, plus music and 
fellowship on Friday, December 
14 and Saturday, December 15. 
Tickets $50, call 406-843-5454 
for reservations. 

Sunday, 
December 16

Comet Watch, Twin Bridges
Cottontail Observatory’s tele-
scopes will be trained on the com-
et path for the evening, weather 
permitting. 280 Wet Georgia 
Road in Twin Bridges, cottontai-
lobservatory.org

WASHINGTON, D. C. - Com-
munities across the country came 
together to celebrate the ninth an-
nual Small Business Saturday held 
this past Saturday, November 24.

Total reported spending among 
U.S. consumers who said they 
shopped at independent retailers 
and restaurants on the day reached 
a record high of an estimated $17.8 
billion, according to data released 
today from the 2018 Small Busi-
ness Saturday Consumer Insights 
Survey from American Express 
and the National Federation of In-
dependent Business (NFIB). 

Based on this annual survey 
over the years, Small Business Sat-
urday spending has now reached a 
reported estimate of $103 billion 

since the day began in 2010.
Other key insights from Small 

Business Saturday this year in-
clude:

• An estimated seven in ten 
(70 percent) American adults are 
aware of Small Business Saturday

• Among consumers who said 
they shopped small on the day, 42 
percent reported shopping with 
family and friends at independent-
ly owned businesses, and 83 per-
cent reported encouraging others 
to also shop or dine small

• Shoppers also turned out for 
online small businesses – among 
consumers who said they partici-
pated on the day, 41 percent report-
ed that they shopped small online 
on November 24

Small business Saturday 
results in big money

WASHINGTON – U.S. 
Sen. Steve Daines and Con-
gressman Greg Gianforte today 
sent a letter to William Beam, 
deputy administrator of Farm 
Programs at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, to urge 
the agency to include coverage 
under the Livestock Indemnity 
Program (LIP) for producers 
who suffered substantial losses 
this past winter. 

“The winter of 2017- 2018 
in Montana was particularly 
severe and most of the losses 
did not occur due to any single 

event… Livestock loss claims 
were estimated to be 11,000 
claves, more than 1,500 adult 
bulls and cows, and more than 
1,000 other livestock animals. 
These are only the claims that 
are filed,” the letter states. “As 
you know, the LIP plays an in-
tegral role in helping producers 
recover from excessive losses 
due to adverse weather... we ask 
you to reconsider your position 
regarding the request to consid-
er this past winter as a qualify-
ing event.”

Daines, Gianforte urge USDA to provide 
relief for MT cattlemen

Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come join the Fun, Listen to some great music and 
enjoy spirits with a western FLavor!!

From now tiL dec 24th, receive a $10 giFt card For 
every $100 you spend in our tasting room

Friday, nov 30th: marcedes carroL
Friday, dec 7th: LeFt For dead
Friday, dec 14th: road agents

Friday, dec 28th: Fan mountain Frog dogs

ask about our weekLy bottLing parties
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