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VIRGINIA CITY—Madison 
County Sheriff Roger Thompson was 
officially suspended on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 11, with three months’ pay and 
benefits.

About 30 people attended the dis-
cussion, which was an agenda item 
at the county commissioners’ week-
ly meeting. Of the three criminal 
charges brought against Thompson, 
the only one that the commissioners 
have any official business with is the 
misdemeanor charge of official mis-
conduct.

“Montana Code Annotated states 
that a public servant that has been 
charged with official misconduct may 
be suspended from office without pay 
pending final judgment,” said chair-
man Ron Nye. “On final judgment of 
conviction, the public servant shall 
permanently forfeit the public ser-
vant’s office. Upon acquittal, the pub-
lic servant must be reinstated in office 
and must receive all back pay.”

The county commissioners have 
no jurisdiction over the two felony 
charges brought against Thompson: 
perjury and tampering with or fabri-
cating physical evidence. Those are 
left to the District Court for adjudi-
cation. The main task of the commis-
sion was to determine whether or not 
Thompson would be paid while on 
suspension.

Thompson attended the meeting 
along with attorney Todd Whipple, a 
former chief prosecutor from Boze-
man who has assisted with many cas-
es involving law enforcement officers 
over his 21-year career. Thompson 
made a brief statement to the com-
missioners before deliberations and 
public comment began.

“As you all are aware, allegations 
have been made against me,” Thomp-
son read. “As your duly elected sher-
iff for the last three years and a sworn 
law enforcement officer for over 30 
years, I pride myself on my character 
and my sense of integrity. 

“Although I strongly desire to de-
fend myself against these allegations 
before the commission, I must first 
address them where they have been 
made: in a court of law. I must accept 
the fact that while these allegations 
are being resolved, they obviously 
create a distraction to the sheriff’s 
office. I therefore accept suspension 
pending resolution of this matter.”

Whipple requested that the com-
missioners consider placing Thomp-
son on paid suspension, based on the 
fact that his obligation to the Madison 
County Sheriff’s Department, while 
not in the capacity of sheriff, will not 
end during his suspension.

“He will still be required to occa-
sionally answer questions and address 
situations that might arise, although 
not in his official capacity as sheriff, 

VIRGINIA CITY—The Madison County 
commissioners held a public meeting on Tues-
day, September 11 to begin brainstorming ideas 
for making Virginia City safer for pedestrians 
and adding more resources for truck drivers 
passing through.

Tuesday’s meeting was called for by Montana 
Heritage Commission executive director Elijah 
Allen in response to the dump truck crash that 
occurred on the west end of Virginia City. 

That truck had lost air pressure to its brakes 
and been unable to stop, passing through Virgin-
ia City along Wallace Street and narrowly avoid-
ing crashing into parked cars and a number of 
pedestrians along the main thoroughfare. 

“When that truck went past my office, it had 
to have been going 100 miles per hour,” Allen 
told the commissioners. “I’m just stunned…I 
think there are a lot of things we could mitigate.”

One such option, Allen said, would be for 
the county to consider adding another runaway 
truck ramp on the Virginia City hill. The truck 
that crashed on August 23 lost its brakes after it 
had already passed the runaway truck ramp near 
the top of the hill.

Montana Department of Transportation 
(DOT) district administrator Jeff Ebert joined 
the commission at its meeting on Tuesday to dis-
cuss other potential options.

Bus - ted

MDOT to research options 
for Virginia City hill safety

Remembering 9/11...
Above - Ennis Police officer John Moore and Ennis Ambulance 
responder Jeffrey Sussman (both left) and Sussman’s wife 
MaryAnn, also an Ennis Ambulance operator (right) shared 
lunch with Ennis Elementary School students on Tuesday, 
September 11. 
Below - Ennis Elementary School students show off their 
police badge stickers with two first responders who joined 
them for lunch: Madison Valley Rural Fire Department,  rep-
resented by Chris Orr (center) and chief Shawn Christensen. 
(R. Colyer photos)

Investigation follows
August’s near miss
dump truck crash
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Sheriff
suspended, 

trial date 
uncertain

Initial court 
appearance 

set for October 1

MADISON COUNTY - As the school year gets rolling for 
districts around Madison County, local bus drivers and law 
enforcement continue to deal with drivers ignoring regula-
tions involving school buses. 

Gail Banks has been driving school buses in the county 
for nearly 32 years and says that all the schools through the 
Madison and Ruby valleys face an ongoing problem when 
drivers do not stop for the f lashing red lights on buses.

“I hear on my bus radio all the time about people running 
reds and nearly hitting kids,” says Banks. “It’s so hard for 
a driver to watch kids so they don’t get hit and get a car’s 
license plate at the same time. So many people just break the 
law and go on their way.”

It’s been a problem in Madison County for years. State 
law requires that drivers stop at least 30 feet from a bus when 
its red signal is f lashing, regardless of which direction the 
car is approaching from. 

This code was updated in 2013 after a bill from Governor 
Steve Bullock increased the stopping distance from 15 feet. 
Drivers are required to remain stopped until students have 
either boarded their bus or safely reached the side of the road.

But what many drivers miss is that they also must wait 
until the bus has shut off its red signals, regardless of where 
students are.

Drivers not following school bus 
regulations endanger students

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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HILL continued on A2

The hill going down into Virginia City is a safety concern following the crash of a run-away 
dump truck recently. No one was injured in the crash, but it brought the issue of speed on 
this hill to the forefront. (R. Colyer)

Drivers are not following the rules of the road when it comes to school buses, according to school 
bus driver and school officials. Those who don’t put the lives of students at risk. (R. Colyer)
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School buses also have am-
ber-colored f lashers, which re-
quire a driver to slow to a rea-
sonable speed and be prepared 
to stop.

Many students have to cross 
the road after alighting from 
their school bus, but the size of 
the bus means that drivers in 
nearby cars can’t see around it. 
Drivers assuming there are no 
children behind a bus has led 
to countless near misses, many 
of which Banks has personally 
witnessed.

“It’s the students who are 
really at risk,” she says. “The 

close calls are way too many. I 
have had semi-trucks pass my 
bus and nearly hit students al-
ready off the bus getting ready 
to walk across the lane. 

“They could have killed 
those children just being in too 
big of a hurry to stop.”

Sheridan superintendent 
Mike Wetherbee says one way 
to keep students as safe as pos-
sible is to place school bus stops 
at places where they won’t have 
to cross the street to board.

“We try as well as we can 
to pick students up on the door 
side of the street,” says Wether-

bee. “That’s one of our policies. 
There’s a ton of thoughts about 
safety there.”

Wetherbee says that when 
a car illegally passes a school 
bus, the district’s policy is to 
call Montana Highway Patrol 
or the sheriff’s department. But 
the biggest problem is a lack of 
patience by drivers.

“We live in an impatient 
world,” he says. “But the fact is, 
it only takes a few seconds to 
stop and make sure the kids are 
safe, and then get on your way.”

The only instance in which 
a driver does not have to stop 

for a school bus is when the 
bus is on a completely sepa-
rate roadway, or a roadway that 
students can’t cross such as a 
controlled-access highway or 
interstate. 

Anytime cars and school 
buses find themselves sharing 
the road, drivers always need to 
take extra caution. If they don’t 
the results could be tragic.

“Some people just aren’t 
paying attention,” says Banks. 
“Our luck will run out one day, 
and a child is going to get hit.”

SCHOOL BUS continued from A1:       Drivers need to follow the rules to keep kids safe

but just as a person with institutional knowledge,” Whipple said. “When 
officers are suspended, or accept suspension, and they maintain that 
presumption of innocence…it is customary and routine that that officer 
would be suspended with pay.”

Commissioner Jim Hart made the distinction between the commis-
sion’s options to follow heart or head in the matter at hand.

“We all could lead from our heart and be comparatively lenient,” Hart 
said, “or simply go with our logic: commissioners are mainly responsible 
for finances and our employees. Roger technically is not our employee, 
but we do have to pay attention to the finances.”

Another thing to consider was the potential duration of the investiga-
tion, which is currently unknown. Whipple mentioned that because an 
out-of-district judge from Helena would be presiding, it could take more 
or less time depending on her schedule. 

County attorney Chris Christensen noted that a number of variables 
would determine the length of Thompson’s suspension, the first of which 
is the length of the trial itself. But Christensen did not expect a trial to 
begin until at least six months from now.

“After the initial appearance…the court schedules an omnibus hear-
ing, and there the attorneys decide how many days they think it will take 

to try the case. That is then given to the court, and the court determines 
the trial date.”

Before voting on whether or not to pay Thompson during his suspen-
sion, the commissioners opened the meeting to public comment. All the 
comments offered by attendees were positive toward the sheriff.

“I would recommend a little bit of heart in this situation,” said Karen 
McMullin, an attorney in Ennis. “It would certainly lessen a hardship for 
not only the sheriff but his family.”

Twin Bridges mayor Tom Hyndman agreed.
“I’ve worked with Roger Thompson for quite a while now and I’ve 

been mayor for 13 years. He has served us very well in Twin Bridges,” 
Hyndman said. “I know in his investigations he tries to be as careful as 
he can and tries to get things straight so there are no problems.”

After the public comment period, Hart made his recommendation 
to his fellow commissioners: three months’ worth of pay and benefits. 
Commissioners Dan Allhands and Ron Nye agreed, and the motion was 
carried in a unanimous vote. 

Pending the outcome of Thompson’s trial, Madison County under-
sheriff Phil Fortner will be acting sheriff. Thompson’s initial appearance 
before the District Court is scheduled for October 1.

SHERIFF continued from A1:       Commissioners suspend sheriff pending outcome of trial

BIG SKY—Several hundred 
people attended the ground-
breaking of Montana’s first lux-
ury hotel in the Spanish Peaks 
enclave in Big Sky on Friday, 
September 14. 

The Montage Big Sky Resort 
will occupy an area of over 3,500 
acres and will feature three eat-
eries, two pools, a spa and Big 
Sky’s first bowling alley, and 
will cost roughly $400 million 
to construct. It is also estimated 
to bring over $1 million in resort 
taxes to the state of Montana.

Attendees of the event includ-
ed Congressman Greg Gianforte, 
Senator Steve Daines and lieu-
tenant governor Mike Cooney. 

Montage founder and CEO 
Alan Fuerstman said he fell in 
love with Big Sky the first time 
he visited to do preliminary re-
search on the site for the resort.

“Our promise is that we will 
be here with open arms,” Fuerst-
man said of Montage. “We plan 
to be here for the next 20 years at 
least. My children won’t vacation 
anywhere else.”

Montage Big Sky will allow 
guests to ski in and out in the 
winter and overlooks several of 
Big Sky ski area’s chairlifts. It 
will include 150 guest rooms 
and suites and 39 resort-style 
residences and will offer access 
to Spanish Peaks’ 18-hole golf 
course. 

The project will provide 300 
construction jobs per day, says 
Matt Kidd, managing director of 

CrossHarbor Capital, a key part-
ner in the project. The resort will 
also employ around 400 people 
on its completion.

Construction has already be-
gun on the area where Montage 

will sit, but the resort is not ex-
pected to open until the summer 
of 2021. Many attendees already 
plan to return for Montage’s 
grand opening in a little less than 
three years.

“It’s great to have a world-
class partner in this project,” said 
Gianforte at the groundbreaking. 
“I’m looking forward to being 
here for the ribbon cutting.”

Big Sky celebrates groundbreaking

Above - Hosts and speakers 
at the Montage Big Sky hotel 
groundbreaking on Friday, 
Sept. 14 included: Suffolk 
Construction CEO John Fish; 
CrossHarbor Capital manag-
ing director Matt Kidd; Big 
Sky chamber of commerce 
CEO Candace Carr Strauss, 
Montage founder and CEO 
Alan Fuerstman, Rep. Greg 
Gianforte, Lt. Gov. Mike 
Cooney, Sen. Steve Daines 
and CrossHarbor co-founder 
Sam Byrne.

Below - Hundreds of guests 
gathered at Spanish Peaks 
Mountain Club to celebrate 
the groundbreaking of $400 
million Montage Big Sky.

Montage Big Sky 
to open 

June 2021

Reagan Colyer
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Ebert noted that the DOT had 
pulled data on the number of se-
rious crashes Virginia City has 
seen in the past decade, and that 
three of those had involved ani-
mals, two had been side-swiped 
vehicles and one had been a 
fixed-object collision. He said 
this was the first reported to the 
DOT that involved a commercial 
vehicle.

However, Ebert also said that 
when crashes do not involve a 
law enforcement response, they 
do not get formally reported to 
the DOT, so it’s possible those 
numbers were lower than the ac-
tual number of incidents. Roger 
Williams with the Virginia City 
Fire Department agreed.

“We’ve had multiple run-
aways that haven’t gotten re-
ported and haven’t caused an 

accident,” Williams said. “Al-
most every fire meeting, we’re 
wringing our hands over what 
we’d do if a runaway truck hit a 
propane truck or, God forbid, a 
storefront.”

Allen also mentioned other 
options, like the installation of 
rumble strips as vehicles enter 
and exit Virginia City, adding a 
crosswalk somewhere along Wal-
lace Street or adding more sig-
nage near the top of the 3-mile, 7 
percent grade leading into town 
to warn drivers of what’s ahead.

However, Ebert said, studies 
have shown that the more sig-
nage there is in a given area, the 
less drivers tend to actually pay 
attention to it. Atop the Virgin-
ia City there are already signs 
advising the grade of the hill, 
the curves and the speed lim-

it, which quickly drops from 70 
miles per hour to 45, then 35 and 
25 as drivers drop into down.

To begin the process, Ebert 
said, the DOT would begin by 
conducting traffic and pedestrian 
counts, which could begin as ear-
ly as this fall. 

Once that data is collected, 
the DOT could consider look-
ing into purchasing a plot east of 
town for another runaway truck 
ramp or adding flashing signs 
or rumble strips similar to those 
that notify drivers of potential-
ly sharp or unexpected turns on 
Highway 84 between Norris and 
Bozeman.

Allen also presented the op-
tion of exploring whether the 
Montana Heritage Commission, 
which is a state entity, could gift 
some land in order to create a 

second runaway truck ramp. 
He estimated that nearly half 

a million people visited Virginia 
City and Nevada City this sum-
mer, and noted the importance 
of ensuring that drivers coming 
over the hill know exactly what 
they’re about to drive into.

The DOT has a highway safe-
ty improvement sector that fo-
cuses on specific locations that 
pose traffic dangers, and Ebert 
said this could be an ideal case 
in which to utilize those resourc-
es. In the meantime, a multitude 
of potential solutions could be 
explored once research gets un-
derway.

“The sooner we get the ball 
rolling, the better options we’ll 
find,” he noted.

HILL continued from A1:       Safety of Virginia City Hill considered by MDOT
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VIRGINIA CITY—The Virginia City 
town council followed up on several projects 
and looked to the future at its monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, September 6. Conversation 
largely centered on the process for installing 
solar panels around town and a future project 
redoing Virginia City’s main parking lot.

Conversation began with a brief discus-
sion on the dump truck crash that took place 
in Virginia City last month. 

“The fact that we skirted disaster is an ab-
solute miracle,” said Mayor Justin Gatewood. 

Gatewood also noted that the town and 
Madison County were working with a rep-
resentative of the Montana Department of 
Transportation to address options for prevent-
ing similar incidents in the future, and that 
some local parents had taken the initiative to 
move the school bus stop that was formerly 
very near the crash site.

Solar panels
The council discussed the methods and 

regulations for citizens who wish to add solar 
panels to their homes in order to be better pre-
pared for a variance request that is scheduled 
to come before the council in October. 

Consultant Jim Jarvis noted that the town’s 
current unilateral prohibition on solar panels 
is “a bit overzealous and it could be moder-
ated.”

The main concern with solar panels is 
keeping them in line with Virginia City’s ded-
ication to preserving the historic appearance 
and nature of the town, which is the corner-
stone of its booming tourism industry, espe-
cially during the summer season.

Jarvis suggested that in the future, solar 
panels could be evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis based on the materials used and the 
placement of the panels on or near a resi-
dence, including a “good faith effort” to keep 
them as hidden as possible.

An illegal solar panel was installed in 
Virginia City earlier this year without the ap-
proval of the council. It was later determined 
that those panels would be allowed to remain 
where they were installed, but the homeowner 
who put them up was fined $500.

Jarvis noted that new technology is con-
stantly being refined that could potentially 
make solar panels nearly invisible, and said 
that could be an option for homeowners to 
pursue.

“Especially as a historic district of our 
stature,” said Jarvis, “I think we have the 
right to demand the best.” 

The council compared the panels to the 
propane tanks, satellite dishes and air con-
ditioning units that are visible throughout 
much of town and agreed that a historic-pres-
ervation-minded approach did not mandate a 
prohibition on new technology in town. The 
council will further discuss regulations on so-
lar panels at its October meeting.

Parking Lot
Jarvis also presented to the council a num-

ber of potential plans for the renovation and 
expansion of Virginia City’s main parking 
lot—a project the town hopes to complete in 
time for the 2019 tourist season. 

The local Chamber of Commerce, Gate-
wood noted, has pledged between $20,000 
and $40,000 for the project, as well as a cou-
ple other grants totaling over $100,000, but 
the project as a whole will likely cost over 
$300,000, including the purchase of a number 
of lots facing Wallace and Idaho Streets.

“The town is going to have to borrow a 
minimum of $100,000 to finance this,” said 
Gatewood. The board also agreed that the 
town of Virginia City should be the suppli-
er of the $20,000 in earnest money required 
to hold the lots in question until construction 
can begin. 

When completed, the expanded parking lot 
will have a 60-70 vehicle capacity, shifting a 
large amount of Wallace Street parking traffic 
off of Virginia City’s main thoroughfare and 
allowing more space for pedestrians and the 
horse-drawn carriage that offers summertime 
tours for visitors.

The Virginia City council’s September 
agenda also included:

• A public works report updating the 
board on the end of the tourism season. Rou-
tine maintenance and repairs will continue 
through the fall to prepare the town for winter 
and to already begin looking ahead for spring 
and summer of 2019.

• An update on the project bringing fiber 
optics to Virginia City. The utility work that 
has been ongoing for most of the summer on 
the east end of town is largely finished, and 
installation should be complete by next spring 
as individual residents are connected to the 
system.

New council member James Klyap took the oath as Twin Bridges town council’s newest member 
on Tuesday, Sept. 11. Klyap tok the place of David Banks Jr., who relocated due to new employ-
ment. Fellow council members Noland Frandsen, Matt Greemore, Scott Holbrook, and Mayor 
Tom Hyndman look on. The council approved its 2018-19 budget and some building compliance 
applications at its meeting. More on the budget in next week’s The Madisonian. (J. Taylor) 

VC Council discusses solar 
panels in town, parking lot

Fiber optics,road safety 
also discussion

topics

Reagan Colyer
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SHERIDAN – At Sheridan’s September 10 town 
council meeting, the council discussed the creation of 
$70,000 in Water System Revenue Bonds, other water 
issues, and talked about what council believes is the 
town’s deer problem.  

Bonds
The bonds are being created in anticipation of 

drilling a new town well, to solve the town’s ongoing 
water supply issues.

Mayor Bob Stump told council the bond anticipa-
tion note would – if finally approved at the October 
meeting – cover some of the costs the town incurred 
with Great West Engineering in creating a new town 
well.

Sheridan has been searching for a new water 
source for nearly a year, following three of the town’s 
five wells essentially drying up. As a result, Sheridan 
went on a quest to find new water. The town tried 
rehabbing its older wells, without success. It looked 
at old water sources, including the former town wa-
ter supply on Indian Creek, and the town instituted 
water conservation measures. In the end, the coun-
cil deemed it best to move ahead with drilling a new, 
larger well.

Stump said most of the language in the bond antic-
ipation note was legalese required by Montana codes, 
insurance and the state’s revolving fund program.

Sheridan is currently being served by only one 
well, with a reduced capacity to produce water than 
it had in the past.

Other water issues
Several other related water issues also cropped up 

during the meeting.

• Well rehab - Public works director Curt Green 
was asked if the town’s dried up wells would be taken 
off line.

Green said Well No. 3 would not be taken off line, 
because it has the potential to “do something.” 

Stump also talked about how “chemical rehab” of 
old wells had been successful in Europe. Stump said 
a material was injected into the well, and this material 
chemically dissolved the barriers on the outside of the 
well casing – Sheridan’s wells are not producing be-
cause of similar issues, he said – and that this process 
had the potential to redevelop the well.

According to Councilperson Emilie Sayler, the 
well casings in Sheridan’s wells were installed in the 
early 1990s, 

Green said his main concern with rehabbing the 
wells that are not producing any longer was bacteria, 
and how the state’s Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) would be looking at this when it came 
to the safety of the water source.

It was suggested that the town get this procedure 
on its radar.

Stump said this would have to take place after the 
town’s new well was dug and operating.

Green said that the town could try this on Well No. 
1 and if it works, try on No. 3 and No. 5, but this might 
require DEQ approval.

• Leaking service line - Council also discussed 
what they should do about a recently discovered leak 
in a resident’s service line and how this might impact 
other residents should similar problems be found.

According to Stump, one North Main Street res-
ident’s service line leaked 320,000 gallons of water 
in a short period of time, resulting in a $450 bill for 
the water the town provided to the service line. (After 
the water reaches the service line into a home, what 
happens to it is not the town’s responsibility, Stump 
pointed out.) The resident, after the leak was discov-
ered, immediately called a plumber to have the water 
turned off and the leak repaired, work done between 
Friday morning and that evening.

Stump said he was not comfortable with charging 
the resident the full $450 for the water, even if this 
wasn’t a town issue, but the resident’s. He wondered 
if it would be possible to offer the resident some relief 
from this, how the town had handled this in the past.

Councilman Rahn Abbott wondered about the 
size of previous leaks. Stump told him this leak – the 

largest ever – was twice as large as the largest previ-
ous leak..

Sayler wondered how often the town had leaking 
service lines.

Stump said the town currently knew of 20 leaking 
service lines, based on meter readings. He said this 
could be as simple as toilet that runs often, or the re-
sult of a leaking service line.

Town Clerk Ginger Galiger noted that the resident 
had already paid half of the bill for the water leak.

Councilman Dan Durham wondered if the town 
couldn’t put a financial cap on this kind of a situation. 
“They didn’t do anything wrong,” he said. “If they 
didn’t want to fix it, then they pay for it. But I don’t 
feel good about charging $450 for this.”

Green wondered about a 24 hour time frame im-
posed on fixing such leaks. 

Abbott suggested that the cost of the water could 
be spread out over a longer time frame, to ease the 
financial hit.

Stump said he liked Durham’s idea of a cap on 
this, but suggested looking at it on a case-by-case ba-
sis.

The council tabled the issue in order to gather 
more information.

• Water bill assistance - The council also dis-
cussed water bill assistance, for residents who can’t 
afford increased rates the council recently approved.

The issue was who would be eligible for help.
Abbott suggested using the Low Income Energy 

Assistance Program (LIEAP), which pays part of 
winter energy bills for eligible people, as a yardstick 
for measuring those who need water bill help. He also 
wanted to build a matrix that would qualify people 
for help.

Sayler agreed, noting that LIEAP comes into the 
community to gather those who need help.

Accepting donations from the public to help those 
whose water bills are beyond their means – the town 
would like to create a fund for this – was also dis-
cussed. Galiger said a line on the water bill could be 
included about this. 

Deer problems
Stump said deer are a problem in Sheridan, 

“They’re camped out around my house, and there 
are no resistant plants” he said. He also talked about 
complaints from other residents and some council 
members mentioned having deer eat their flowers and 
vegetables.

“We should be able to have something growing 
without an 8-foot fence around it,” Stump said.

Stump wanted to see if there was any interest in 
implementing an urban deer management program, 
such as Glendive has. 

Essentially, as Stump explained it, Glendive al-
lows licensed hunters, using archery equipment, to 
shoot deer in town limits if they have permission from 
the landowner.

“This is not an open season on deer,” Stump said.
A closer look at Glendive’s program requires 

hunters to shoot antlerless deer before tagging bucks, 
and to bag and remove all entrails from downed deer 
during processing. 

Durham wondered how effective the effort had 
been in Glendive. Stump said that about half of the 
problem deer had been removed from the town, but 
about 5 percent of these deer were deemed “not worth 
it.”

Abbott noted that the Glendive effort focused on 
open spaces in that community, and he said there was 
not much of this in Sheridan.

Stump said he was thinking of the lagoon area in 
this regards. 

Sayler, while acknowledging there was a deer 
problem, wasn’t all that interested in a Glendive-style 
program in Sheridan. She noted that she is an archer 
herself and has hunted, but she worried about how 
many archers have the skills to quickly and cleanly 
take deer. She also wasn’t interested in having her 
children see a deer dying in their backyard, or see a 
deer with an arrow in it running around town. She 
noted that Block Management areas outside Sheridan 
attract a lot of people, people landowners don’t know, 
who may or may not have the hunting experience to 
cleanly take game and she worried about this in town, 
too. She thought only certain areas might lend them-
selves to this kind of effort, and make sure that those 
involved are dedicated individuals.

Green, who hunts with a bow, said he would hate 
to be the person who decides who is a better bow-
hunter.

Durham suggested that the landowner would have 
the say-so on who got to hunt and who did not.

Abbott said Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
(FWP) should sign off on any program the town 
might put forth.

Stump said the town would invite FWP biologist 
Dean Waltee, who lives in Sheridan, to the next meet-
ing to discuss this.

Sheridan talks water bonds, 
water issues, deer problem

JOHN D. TAYLOR
editor@madisoniannews.com

Bonds anticipate new well,
other issues include

service line leak,
those who can’t pay 

water bill

EVENING OF ART
Friday, September 21st    ~  5pm - 8pm

ENNIS, MONTANA

Please join us for an

Cattleman Gallery & 
Custom Framing
413 West Main St. 
(across from Rodeo grounds)

406-682-5775
Featuring Ltd. Ed. Prints and Giclee’s  by Howard 
Terpning and Bronzes by David Lemon
Also representing local artists: Carleton 
McCambridge, Sherry Gold,
Barbara Swan, and Gerry Mooney

Montana Serenade by David Lemon

Black Jack Ranch Gallery
219 East Main St.
406-682-4660
Featuring Michael Maydak

Gallery 287  
50 HWY 287 UNIT C

406-490-1453
Featuring: Jake Heckman Metal artist

Sabine Cramer Fiber artist ( spinning)
Bitterroot Blades (knife makers)

Lori Blaylock (jeweler)

COME ENJOY REFRESHMENTS AND MEET OUR FEATURED ARTISTS!

Artist’s on Main
114 East Main St.

406-682-4858
Featuring over 35 Montana Artists
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Klasen Septic
Need your septic tank 

pumped NOW?
We’re available! 
Call for a quote.
We also rent portable toilets.

683-2063   OR   925-1076

OPINION

OBituaries

Editor:
Sen. Llew Jones’ recent specious LTE absolving his colleagues 

in the Republican party of the budget crisis they, including our rep-
resentative, created, once again illustrates the majority party’s guile.

Our Governor proposed a balanced budget that maintained the 
very services that were slashed by the GOP.  It likewise ensured a 
sufficient fund balance to manage the biennium.

However, the Republicans deliberately built a budget on false rev-
enue projections over the objections of the Governor and the minority 
party.  Their budget manipulations resulted in devastating cuts to ser-
vices, jobs, DPHHS critical health care facilities, mental health and 
elderly services, school budgets, higher ed budgets, cuts to libraries.

As in two previous sessions, they again rejected the Veterans 
Home in Butte and critical infrastructure. They refused to consid-
er any reasonable revenue measures (including a temporary tobacco 
tax!).

By refusing to work in an equitable way with the Governor, they 
forced a special session costing unnecessary tax money.

Then, over the minority party’s objections, they made a deal with 
the devil, so to speak, by bargaining for a $30 million contract with 
Core Civic, a dubiously-run  private prison, to bring in the lost reve-
nue rather than, again, any temporary reasonable revenue.

Sen. Jones now postulates that credit might be given to Rep. Ray 
Shaw for agreeing with his culpable party that “the Executive should 
direct” that the prison funds “go to essential services”. The same ones 
that they cut. Duh.

This budget mess need not have happened.  Remember that on 
November 6th.

Pat Bradley, Twin Bridges

Editor:
I’ve had the privilege of going door-to-door in Sheridan several 

times this summer on behalf of Jay Frederick, candidate for Montana 
House District 71.  Jay lives in Ennis and is a Democrat, guided by 
small-d democratic principles and by our State and U.S. Constitu-
tions.

Jay’s background and career of public service, including military 
service, have instilled in him the qualities of honesty, integrity, strong 
work ethic, respect for others, long-range view, and passion for good 
government –  qualities we need in our elected public officials.  Jay is 
skilled in listening, working with people of diverse views, and finding 
shared values and common ground upon which to build solutions for 
the issues we face.

Healthcare is of major concern to the kind Sheridan residents who 
answered their doors to the sound of our knocks.  No matter our polit-
ical leanings, we all seem to recognize healthcare as an essential pub-
lic service that needs fixing.  Healthcare for seniors, veterans, young 
families, people with disabilities.  The list goes on.

Healthcare for those who need it most is one of Jay’s signature 
issues.  Our local rural hospitals, clinics, and nursing homes need re-
liable support.  Our children need reliable health insurance coverage.  
Those living with physical disabilities or mental illnesses need reli-
able access to case managers, physical and occupational therapists, 
psychiatrists, mental health and addiction counselors, home health 
workers, and trained peer support.  The Republican-led 2017 Montana 

Legislature cut the state budget dramatically; this action triggered the 
crippling of key elements of our health care system.  Steps backward 
must be replaced by reliable steps forward, starting with the 2019 
Montana Legislature.

Jay Frederick will work reliably on behalf of all HD 71 constitu-
ents.  That means all of us in Madison County, plus folks in portions 
of Jefferson and Butte-Silver Bow Counties.  Please join me in voting 
for Jay Frederick on November 6th.

Doris Fischer, Sheridan

Editor:
Perhaps this isn’t a “normal” letter to the editor, but I want to say 

thank you to my husband. We have been together for over 20 years 
now and I must say that the third time was the charm!

Bill Moore (I call him “Wills”) is without a doubt the best husband 
ever!  Like any couple, we have been through good times and bad.  
Wills is always there for me; his loyalty and love never waver, no 
matter what the circumstances.  He’s had to perform some unpleasant 
tasks for me over the years; and rather than complain, we’ve always 
been able to laugh about them and let them pass as if they were no 
big deal.  Wills is an impeccable housewife; he cleans the house, does 
the wash, etc. as often and as well, if not better, than I do.  He can do 
absolutely anything; be it from scratch or repairing something.  Plus, 
Wills is a perfectionist, so I know whatever he does is going to work 
like it’s supposed to and/or be beautiful when it’s completed. 

What attracted me to Bill Moore in the beginning (other than his 
good looks!) was the air of integrity he possesses.  My previous mar-
riage left me hurting in a lot of ways and distrustful of men for several 
years.  But if you look up the word integrity in the dictionary, Bill’s 
name will appear.  He is a man of his word and can be trusted com-
pletely to always tell the truth and stick by his moral compass. 

Wills and I do a lot of things together and we enjoy one another’s 
company immensely.  But we also give each other the freedom to go 
and do things on our own.  In fact, we encourage that in one another; 
and in so doing, it makes the time we spend with each other that more 
precious and fun. We play, we laugh, we share, we pray, we compro-
mise, we communicate.  Sometimes it’s hard to tell where he ends 
and I begin. Wills and I are definitely an integral part of one another.

I have had a lot of health problems and surgeries over the last 20 
plus years.  Wills has always stepped up to the plate to take care of 
me, no questions asked.  He has given of himself selflessly when the 
situation calls for it.  I will say he tends to “hover” sometimes; but I’d 
much rather have it that way than a man who doesn’t pay attention to 
his partner’s needs. 

Wills would give you the shirt off his back; he is kind and gener-
ous and hard-working. He is a very social man and enjoys the compa-
ny of almost everyone he meets.  He is loyal, dedicated, and passion-
ate about fishing!  

In short, I couldn’t ask for a more devoted, wonderful man to call 
my husband.  Wills has his faults, as we all do; but without them, he 
wouldn’t be my Wills.  His love for me is huge and so, so appreciated!  
This letter is to let him know publicly how much he is valued, cher-
ished, and loved! 

Nan Moore

By Robert L. Bradley, Jr. 
In June, President Trump directed Energy 

Secretary Rick Perry to bail out struggling nu-
clear and coal power plants. Such federal action 
would come on top of state bailouts, such as New 
Jersey’s just-approved $300 million annual life-
line to keep three nuclear plants running.

The administration claims, as do nuclear 
companies, that bailouts are necessary to safe-
guard national security should fossil-fueled 
power plants go offline from a cyberattack or a 
natural disaster. 

While it is true that nuclear plants can store 
significant amounts of fuel onsite, the adminis-
tration’s argument is a FAR stretch. A recent re-
port from the Rhodium Group determined that a 
minuscule share of power outages -- .00007 per-
cent -- have resulted from a shortage of onsite 
fuel. The study also failed to discover any clear 
link between nuclear power generation and more 
reliable energy systems.

Why nuclear in the first place? During its 
1970s building boom, utility executives and pol-
iticians thought oil and natural gas were running 
out. Nuclear was also thought to be less expen-
sive, even having promised to be “too cheap to 
meter.”

The opposite was true. Nuclear cost over-
runs became legendary. Meanwhile, deregula-

tion cured the oil and gas supply problem. Today, 
thanks to hydraulic fracturing, natural gas prices 
are at historic lows,  with the United States lead-
ing global production.  

As a result, generating electricity at a new 
gas-fired power plant is estimated to cost half as 
much as at a new nuclear facility. This is in the-
ory. In practice, the discrepancy has proven far 
greater. Two federally subsidized power plants 
in Georgia are now $9 billion over budget and 
five years behind schedule. South Carolina rate-
payers are looking at an 18 percent higher bill 
for two recently abandoned nuclear construction 
projects. The collateral damage included the 
bankruptcy of nuclear builder Westinghouse last 
year. 

The failed promise of nuclear was certainly 
not due to a lack of government aid. Between 
1948 and 2007, federal R&D subsidies for nu-
clear totaled more than $80 billion, according 
to Taxpayers for Common Sense. The 2005 En-
ergy Policy Act devoted $2 billion in subsidies 
to six nuclear plants around the country. The 
Price-Anderson Nuclear Industries Indemnity 
Act of 1957 has subsidized insurance in case of 
nuclear accidents for the past 60 years.

Sixty out of the original 132 nuclear plants 
remain in operation today,   accounting for about 
20 percent of America’s electricity generation. 

By 2050, nuclear output is expected to decline 
by one-fourth. 

There is one way that the federal government 
can aid nuclear without exploiting captive rate-
payers or taxpayers -- by ending the Production 
Tax Credit for existing and new industrial wind 
turbines. 

Wind power directly competes against -- and 
can ruin -- the economics of nuclear. In certain 
circumstances, kilowatt hours of wind output 
are sold at very low -- even negative -- prices just 
to get the 2.4 cent tax credit. That leaves nuclear, 
and even gas- and coal-fired plants that do not 
get this subsidy, with artificially low revenue to 
cause premature capacity retirement.

The obvious answer, then, is to end the tax 
subsidies for existing wind facilities, not to dou-
ble-down on government subsidies.

It’s not the job of government officials to 
decide which energy technologies succeed and 
which fail. And it’s certainly not their job to prop 
up uncompetitive firms by raising electricity 
costs on average citizens and requiring taxpayer 
involvement. The consumer-driven marketplace 
alone, if theory and history is any guide, should 
arbitrate.

Robert L. Bradley Jr. is the founder and 
CEO of the Institute for Energy Research.

BOZEMAN - Susie Whit-
man, 74, passed away Saturday, 
September 8, 2018, in Bozeman, 
MT. 

She was born October 7, 1943, 
to John and Erna (Raft) Reints in 
Jeffers, MT. She spent most of 
her life in West Yellowstone.

She met Clyde Whitman 
when he attended high school in 
Ennis. They moved to West Yel-
lowstone after their marriage and 
raised their two sons there. Susie 
and Clyde both enjoyed Wolver-
ine football and traveled with the 
team when Tim and Bob played.

Susie fought a long and brave 
battle with cancer. She always 
had a positive attitude and smile.  
Susie was “One of a Kind”!!

There will be a Celebration 
of Life Saturday, September 22 

from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at the Hol-
iday Inn, West Yellowstone, MT.

Arrangements are in the care 
of Dokken-Nelson Funeral Ser-
vice.  www.dokkennelson.com

Susie Whitman
September 8, 2018

HARRISON -- Anita Dyk-
man, age 69, of Harrison passed 
away September 12, 2018 at Liv-
ingston.

 Anita was born May 17, 1949 
at Bozeman, Montana to Joe and 
Maxine (Cook) Dykman.  She 
lived her entire life from birth 
with a mental health disability.  
However, she was a survivor for 
69 years.

 She was preceded in death by 
her father and a sister Barbara.

 Survivors include her mother 

Maxine and brother Joe Dykman 
both of Harrison, niece Kaitlin 
Dykman and nephew Maxwell 
Dykman both of Kiehi, Hawaii.

Memorial service was held 
at the First Presbyterian Church 
at Harrison with Rev. Joe Miller 
officiating.  Interment was in the 
Harrison Cemetery.

Memorials are preferred to 
Counterpoint 603 East Milky 
Way Livingston, MT 59047.

K&L Mortuaries of Harrison 
is handling arrangements.

Anita Dykman 
September 12, 2018

Stop nuclear cronyism
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HELENA – Governor Steve 
Bullock, along with Lt. Gover-
nor Mike Cooney and Montana 
Department of Labor & Industry 
Commissioner Galen Hollen-
baugh, presented the 2018 Labor 
Day Report to Montanans on 
Tuesday, Sept. 4 .

“Unemployment remains low, 
wages are growing, Montana en-
trepreneurs are more likely to be 
successful than businesses nation-
ally, and we’re seeing growth in 
diverse industries,” said Gover-
nor Bullock. “As we celebrate the 
working men and women of Mon-
tana, let’s make a commitment to 
continue engaging in ways we can 
build a more diverse workforce, 
expand opportunities for Mon-

tana families, and fuel economic 
growth in all of our communities.”

The Labor Day Report is com-
piled annually by the Montana De-
partment of Labor & Industry and 
provides a detailed examination at 
the economic performance of the 
state as measured by key growth 
indicators such as such as employ-
ment growth, income growth, and 
workforce training and develop-
ment.

The 2018 Labor Day Report 
highlights strengths of Montana’s 
growing economy, including:

• Montana entrepreneurs are 
among the most successful in the 
nation at starting and developing 
new businesses, and in the last 
year, over 2,940 new establish-

ments were formed by Montana 
entrepreneurs;

• Real wages increased for 
Montana families with Mon-
tana posting the 4th fastest wage 
growth among states from 2007-
2017;

• Over the last ten years, Mon-

tana’s per capita income has grown 
rapidly – the 10th fastest increase 
among states;

• Real GDP growth over the 
2007 to 2017 timeframe outpaced 
the nation, adding an average of 
roughly 1.3% (or $522 million) per 
year to real GDP. Montana’s total 

nominal GDP in 2017 was $48 bil-
lion;

• Over the last five years, reg-
istered apprenticeships have in-
creased by over 30%. There are 
1,820 active apprentices today and 
21 different apprenticeable occu-
pations in healthcare alone.

“We’ve seen first-hand how the 
Montana Registered Apprentice-
ship Program provides a pathway 
to in-demand jobs that pay well,” 
Commissioner Galen Hollenbaugh 
said. “Through industry-driv-
en partnerships across Montana, 
we’re providing workers with the 
skills and experience they need to 
thrive.”

The 2018 Labor Day Report 
was presented at Blackfoot Riv-
er Brewing Company, where the 
brewery announced the state’s 
first-ever Montana Registered Ap-
prenticeship program in brewing. 
By connecting with the Montana 
Department of Labor & Industry’s 
Registered Apprenticeship pro-
gram, the brewery is offering its 
workers a new pathway to becom-
ing a professional brewer. An ap-

prentice will receive two to three 
years of hands-on learning in the 
brewery and complete approxi-
mately 140 hours of online courses 
through the Institute of Brewing 
and Distilling. At the end of the 
program, apprentices will receive 
a certified national credential.

Governor Bullock and Com-
missioner Hollenbaugh shared the 
state’s workforce training and de-
velopment initiatives to equip stu-
dents and workers with new skills 
and ensure businesses have a tal-
ented and trained workforce.

Governor Bullock discussed 
growing apprenticeship opportu-
nities in diverse occupations, the 
“One-Two-Free” initiative to in-
crease access to dual enrollment, 
and the expansion of preschool 
access to provide affordable child-
care options for Montana families. 
Governor Bullock also empha-
sized state and national workforce 
development efforts through the 
Future Ready MT Cabinet and his 
National Governors Association 
chair’s initiative, Good Jobs for 
All Americans.

Governor Steve Bullock presents 2018 Labor Day report: Strong economy
Low unemployment, rising wages, 

strong entrepreneurial climate, 
workforce development keys 

to growing state economy

Gov. Bullock shares the state’s Labor Day economic report 
with the public on Tuesday, Sept. 4 (Submitted photo)

ENNIS – The Beaverhead-Deerlodge Nation-
al Forest (BDNF) is preparing to do an Environ-
mental Impact Study (EIS) for the Strawberry 
to Cascade allotment management plan (AMP) 
project. 

This EIS will assess sheep grazing on eight 
allotments on the Madison Ranger District in the 
southern Gravelly Mountains southeast of Ennis. 
This EIS would also ensure consistency with all 
laws, regulations and policies.

An issue of concern is potential impact of do-
mestic sheep grazing on the wild bighorn sheep 
populations found on the BDNF. The concern is 
that domestic sheep grazing presents a disease 
transmission risk to the wild Bighorn sheep. Ad-
ditional issues will be identified through scoping.

To learn more about the project and to view 
maps visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?proj-
ect=54522.  These documents are also available 
in paper or CD formats upon request.

Public comments are due by October 15. Only 
individuals or entities who submit timely and 
specific written comments about the proposed 
project during the public comment period will be 

eligible to file an objection. Submit comments to 
Dale Olson, Madison District Ranger, by one of 
the following methods:

• Mail - Beaverhead-Deerlodge National For-
est, Strawberry to Cascade Project, 5 Forest Ser-
vice Road, Ennis MT 59729. Fax: (406) 682-4233. 

•E-mail: comments-northernbeaver-
head-deerlodge@fs.fed.us. Please put “Com-
ments –Strawberry to Cascade AMP” in the sub-
ject line for emailed comments.

Comments should include:
1) Name, address, phone number, and organi-

zation represented, if any; 
2) Title of project on which the comments are 

being submitted; and 
3) Substantive comments including specific 

facts and supporting information for the District 
Ranger to consider.

For more information or questions concerning 
this project, contact Dale Olson, Madison Dis-
trict Ranger, dolson07@fs.fed.us, or Strawberry 
to Cascade Project Team Leader Jenna Roose, at 
jroose@fs.fed.us or (406) 682-4253.

Forest Service seeks comments on 
Southern Gravelly Mountain grazing project

Thank You!

Thank you, RUBY VALLEY BREW for buying 
my 2018 market hog! 

---  Zoe Lee

BANK OWNED PROPERTY FOR SALE
ZONED RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
21 STEAMBATH DRIVE NORTH OF ENNIS
3,272 SQ FT OF BUILDING ON 1.13 ACRES
CENTRAL AIR AND CENTRAL HEAT
SPACIOUS PARKING LOT & MATURE LANDSCAPING
GREAT MOUNTAIN VIEWS 
TWO NEIGHBORING LOTS PRICED SEPARATELY
IN-HOUSE DESIRABLE FINANCING TO A QUALIFIED BUYER
PRICED AT $425,000  •  ALL OFFERS WILL BE CONSIDERED

LET YOUR IMAGINATION WANDER.  
Make it a home-based business with frontage on a busy highway.
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BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

LOTS 4-6 COMLEY’S ADDITION, ENNIS
$129,000 | #185736

• Rare Hwy. 287 frontage
• No covenants or restrictions
• Prime Location

Kathy
Wooten 
sales associate
731.676.2463  

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

428 MADISON AVE, ENNIS
$139,999 | #325779

• Right off of Hwy 287
• 1600 ± sf
• Wood stove included

Holly
Driskill 

sales associate
406.451.3527 

323 VC RANCHES, ENNIS
$165,000 | #314303

• 21.2± acres
• 515± ft of Hwy 287 frontage
• No covenants

Jill
Gaar 

sales associate
406.580.5636    

 330 OLIVE WAY, ENNIS
$349,000 | #325725

• Turn Key Business/Bldg
• Covered patio
• 824sf w/open seating

Rikki
Dilschneider

broker
406.581.5155  

 121 W MAIN ST, ENNIS
$269,000 | #214963

• 4,625±sf building
• Multiple entrances/units
• Endless possibilities

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288 

108 S. MAIN STREET | TWIN BRIDGES
$99,500 | #326349

• Commercial Space
• Main Street Location
• Delightful Restored Building

Michelle
Van Dyke 

broker
406.596.0805 

JUST LISTED

CHILDREN’S CENTER | TWIN BRIDGES
$1,350,000 | #319656

• 27.5 acres fronting Montana Highway 41
• The possibilities are endless! 
• Extensive historical significance

Frank 
Colwell 

broker
406.596.1076 

 500 W MAIN, ENNIS
$299,900 | #324389

• NO COVENANTS
• 1800± sf Shop
• 961± sf 2 bd/1ba home

Dot
Merrill 

broker
406.570.9067 

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

For questions regarding eligibility requirements please contact 
the foundation by email at karenk@townpump.com or by 
calling Karen Kelly at 406-497-6801.

Town Pump Charitable Foundation
Meals for Backpacks Program
PO Box 6000 | Butte, MT 59702

Please send the completed application to:

MEALS FOR BACKPACKS - 2018
The Town Pump Charitable

Foundation is providing

$400,000
for quali� ed Montana charitable organi-
zations and schools to support backpack 
feeding programs for hungry Montana 
children. Backpack feeding programs pro-
vide nutritious and easy to prepare meals 
for weekends and holidays when children 

are not in school.

Grant amounts will range from $5,000 
to $10,000. Go to www.townpump.com/
mealsforbackpacks/ to complete the on-
line application. Applications should be 
post-marked no later than September 30, 
2018. Grants will be awarded and checks 

presented during the month of October.

MISSOULA, Mont. —To-
day, a U.S. District Court judge 
extended a temporary restrain-
ing order to block planned griz-
zly bear trophy hunts in Idaho 
and Wyoming for 14 more days 
while he prepares a ruling. The 
judge may only renew a tempo-
rary restraining order such as 
this once, so if there is no deci-
sion in the case over the next 14 
days, wildlife advocates will re-
quest an injunction stopping the 
hunt until a decision is made.

“We are gratified Yellow-
stone’s beloved bears are once 
again safe from trophy hunters’ 
bullets,” said Bethany Cotton, 
wildlife program director for 
WildEarth Guardians. “We look 
forward to the judge’s thought-
ful resolution of the deep flaws 
with the feds’ removal of pro-
tections from these imperiled 
bears.”

“We appreciate that Judge 
Christensen is preventing any 
unnecessary bloodshed while 
he deliberates on this important 
case,” said Matthew Bishop, an 
attorney with the Western Envi-
ronmental Law Center. “There 
is simply no need to rush into 
a grizzly bear hunt, with poten-
tially devastating consequences 

for this iconic species, when the 
merits of that hunt are being re-
viewed in federal court.”

According to Brian Swee-
ney, Communications Director 
of the Western Environmental 
Law Center, Yellowstone region 
grizzlies remain threatened by 
dwindling food sources, climate 
change, small population size, 
isolation, habitat loss and frag-
mentation, and high levels of 
human-caused mortality.

The Yellowstone population 
is isolated and has yet to connect 
to bears elsewhere in the U.S., 
including to bears in and around 
Glacier National Park. Griz-
zlies also have yet to reclaim 
key historic habitats, including 
the Bitterroot Range along the 
Montana-Idaho border.

Hunted, trapped, and poi-
soned to near extinction, grizzly 
bear populations in the contig-
uous U.S. declined drastically 
from nearly 50,000 bears to only 
a few hundred by the 1930s. 

In response to the decline, 
the Service designated the spe-
cies as threatened under the En-
dangered Species Act in 1975, 
a move that likely saved them 
from extinction. The species 
has since struggled to hang on, 

with only roughly 1,800 cur-
rently surviving in the lower 48 
states. Grizzlies remain absent 
from nearly 98 percent of their 
historic range. 

Last year (2017) marked the 
highest mortality for the Great-
er Yellowstone Ecosystem’s 
grizzlies since their ESA listing.

Sweeney claims grizzly 
bear mortality in 2018 is pro-
ceeding at a record pace, even 
without the added mortalities 
from hunting which would have 
claimed up to 22 more. At last 
count, approximately 690 griz-
zly bears resided in the Greater 
Yellowstone region, down from 
2015’s count of 717 bears. The 
last three years had near re-
cord-breaking grizzly mortality, 
with at least 41 bears killed in 
2017, and an additional 15 list-
ed as probable mortalities. Of 
this, at least 32 were killed by 
humans, and humans were re-
sponsible for at least 9 of the 15 
probable deaths. As of this writ-
ing, 42 grizzlies are on the 2018 
known and probable mortalities 
list for the Greater Yellowstone 
ecosystem, far outpacing previ-
ous years’ rates.

Court blocks ID, WY grizzly hunt for 14 more daysBullwinkle’s return...

Antoinette Scully’s moose keeps 
coming back for the apples in her 
backyard. Photos taken Sept. 3 
at  about 7:30 a.m.  “I have nev-
er seen a moose with the red 
antlers before,” exclaimed Scul-
ly when sharing this photo. This 
is the time of year when bull 
moose and other deer family 
members lose their “velvet,” the 
layer of tissue covering the ant-
lers they shed in the winter, then 
regrow each summer. Moose 
are also known to be attracted 
to fermenting fruits of all kinds. 
(Antoinette Scully)

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290
ERALandmark.com

Offices in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis

Located in the NW corner of SM I.  Very private and 
remote.  Great place to build a vacation cabin “off-the-
grid.”  Shining Mountains I, Lot 136, Pinecone Trail 
North.  Ennis.  $69,000.  MLS #323886.

9+ ACRES with SpECtACulAR ViEwS
A premier parcel overlooking Wade Lake, with old 
homestead cabins. Great site for new vacation 
cabin with seasonal access, power & phone. Gated 
community. Madison River Ranches, Lot 26, Lake Trail, 
Cameron.  $225,000.  MLS #318026.

20 ACRES boRdERing nAtionAl FoRESt

Great hunting property with private access into the 
Lee Metcalf Wilderness, seasonal ditch, power & good 
access through hunting season! Gated community. 
Rising Sun Estates, Lot 10, Rising Sun Road, Cameron.  
$195,000.  MLS # 220390.

20+ ACRES in ElK CountRY!
Great lot on the edge of the bench with unobstructed 
views of mountains & river. Good year-around access 
& power!  River access thru BLM.  Sphinx Mountain, 
Lot 38, Fieldstone Lane, Cameron.  $148,500.  MLS 
#322282

20 ACRES with RiVER ACCESS & ViEwS

Premium 6.9 acres with beautiful building site 
surrounded by mature pines, in great location, with 
river views, power & shared well.  Gated community.  
Sun West Ranch, Lot 16, South Sun West Road, 
Cameron.  $275,000.  MLS #220224.

bESt VAluE in Sun wESt RAnCh
Beautiful views from exceptional parcel bordering BLM 
land.  Walk across BLM and down to the river, or drive 
to common area river access.  Seasonal property in 
gated community.  Sundance Bench, Lot 3, Sun Eagle 
Lane, Cameron.  $138,000.  MLS # 324260.

20 ACRES with RiVER ACCESS

FEATURED LOTS
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Pet of the Week

I’m sad as my family had to give me up.  The landlord 
wouldn’t let them keep me.  I’m sad because my little girl 
used to sit on my and paint my nails.  I get along with big 

and small, haven’t bothered the cat or the other dog.  I like the 
fenced yard so I can run and play.  I’m spayed and have all my 
vaccinations, well for this year.  Could ya, would ya please call 
Misty at 439-1405 about me soon.  I really would love to have 
a family again.  Thank you.  Harley

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Harley

SPONSORED BY:

Madison County 

September 9 - 15, 2018. 
D I S P AT C H

Sept. 9 - Animal Complaint on MT Hwy 
41, MM 48, Twin Bridges; Medical Aid in 
Alder Gulch; DUI Arrest in 100 Blk S Main 
St., Sheridan.

Sept. 10 - Medical Aid in 100 Blk Tobe 
Rd., Ennis; Lost or Found Property in 4900 
Blk, US Hwy 287, N Ennis; Accident on 
MT Hwy 84, MM 7, Norris; Lost or Found 
Property on Varney Bridge Rd., Ennis; Sus-
picious Circumstances on US Hwy 287, 
Harrison; Fire Call in Wigwam Area, En-
nis; Suspicious Circumstances in 100 Blk 
Madison St., Sheridan; Missing Person in 
1200 Blk Bear Creek Loop, Cameron; Acci-
dent at US Hwy 287 & Mountain View Rd., 
Ennis; Vandalism/Criminal Mischief in 100 
Blk Madison St., Harrison; Medical Aid in 
600 Blk Nicole Way, Ennis; Fire Call on 
MT Hwy 87, MM 7, Cameron.

Sept. 11 - Animal Complaint on Lupine 
Ln., Sheridan.

Sept. 12 - Trespass Complaint in 800 
Blk Jack Creek Rd., Ennis; Accident on MT 

Hwy 359, MM 1, Cardwell; Warrant Service 
in 300 Blk Boundary St., Sheridan; Traffic 
Complaint on US Hwy 287, MM 51, Ennis.

Sept. 13 -  Suspicious Circumstances in 
200 Blk W 6th Ave., Twin Bridges; Traffic 
Complaint on MT Hwy 287, MM 3, Ennis; 
Violation of Protection Order in 200 Blk E. 
Hugel St., Ennis; Dog Complaint in 200 Blk 
Charles Ave., Ennis.

Sept. 14 - Coroner Call in Ennis; Sus-
picious Circumstances on Ennis Lake Rd., 
McAllister; Citizen Assist in 300 Blk E. 
Main St., Ennis; Wildlife Complaint in 300 
W Armitage St., Ennis; Suspicious Circum-
stances in 5000 Blk US Hwy 287, Ennis; 
Animal Complaint at S. Third St & Armit-
age St., Ennis

Sept. 15 - Medical Aid in Sheridan; Ac-
cident on McGovern Creek Trail; Mam-
moth Accident on MT Hwy 287, MM 1, 
Ennis; Civil Service in 100 Blk Broadway 
St., Pony; Dog Complaint in 600 Blk Bea-
verhead St., Ennis.

The Madison County Sheriff’s Office responded to 100 Calls 
for Service from Sept 9-15, 2018.

26th AnnuAl 
GRANNY LUECK

MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNEY

26th Year of Charitably Funding Madison County

4-Person Scramble
$55 Entry fee per person

Includes lunch

Mulligans for sale

50-50 Raffle

Proceeds go to 
Madison Meadows Golf Course

SEPTEMBER 22, 2018  |  10 AM START
MADISON MEADOWS GOLF COURSE

108 Golf Course Drive, Ennis, MT
(406) 682-7468

Michael Reeves, Club Manager

Kids River Resource Day…
Outreach Coordinator for the Ruby Habitat Foundation (RHF) Dave Delisi reports that RHF and the 
Ruby Valley Conservation District joined forces to organize and host a Kids River Resource Day, on 
RHF’s Woodson Ranch property on Thursday, Sept. 13. Some 79 elementary school students from 
Sheridan, Twin Bridges and Alder schools visited and spent 45 minutes in each of eight stations:  
art, forestry, fish dissection, bear awareness, leave no trace, rivers, weeds, horses/stock and rap-
tors. The presenters for each station came from various agencies and the surrounding area.  “It 
was quite a good turnout and a great way to give kids a diverse experience in numerous useful 
skills,” Delisi reports. (Submitted photos)

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Lawrence Anderson and his wife settled in Ennis five years ago, ending years 
of permanent RV-ing all over the United States. As soon as they landed in 
the Madison Valley and Lawrence discovered the Madison Stream Team, he 

got involved.
“I got an email looking for volunteers, and I got involved right away,” he says. 

“They’ve done some pretty cool projects, and I had some experience that was rel-
evant to their work.”

Anderson spent nearly 15 years as a power plant operator in Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado, and that experience gave him extensive knowledge of water quality and 
the collection of data. So he joined the Stream Team, which monitors water quality 
around the Madison River Valley to identify threats to the health of local streams, 
and identify solutions.

So far, Anderson has worked on multiple Stream Team reclamation projects, 
volunteered with the Madison River Foundation and collected data on nearly half 
the streams the Madison Conservation District monitors. He’s become an integral 
part of a team protecting one of southwestern Montana’s most pristine natural 
resources.

Lawrence Anderson

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw
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Community Briefs

Goals are important in life. Striving for the best, pushing ourselves 
to do better—that’s what makes us human. At Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare, our orthopedic team’s goals are the same as yours: to 
operate at peak performance.  We use state-of-the-art techniques to 
repair or replace knees, hips, shoulders, ankles, elbows, and even 
wrists. Patients of all ages are resuming active lifestyles again and 
living their best lives. Don’t let bone or joint pain keep you down 
any longer. Get back on top with Barrett Hospital & HealthCare.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

We are pleased 
to welcome  
Dr. Richards, DO.
  
Dr. Daniel T. Richards is a  
specialist with more than 16 
years’ experience in Orthopedic 
Surgery - Sports Medicine,  
seeing patients of all ages. 

No referral necessary! Call 406-683-1188 to schedule  
an appointment with Dr. Richards today.

Peak Performance 
Your best is our best

Orthopedics
LOOKING FOR A CAREER 

INSTEAD OF A JOB?
WE CAN HELP YOU START YOUR CAREER IN HEALTHCARE!

LET US PAY FOR YOUR EDUCATION!  
BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR TEAM!  

MADISON VALLEY MANOR AND 
TOBACCO ROOT MOUNTAINS CARE CENTER HAVE 

A LIMITED NUMBER OF OPENINGS FOR THOSE 
INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN HEALTHCARE.  

GET PAID WHILE YOU LEARN.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CNA PLEASE 

CONTACT CHRISTINE DESPRES, D.O.N. FOR MVM AT 682-7271 
OR TRACY CHRISTENSEN, D.O.N. FOR TRMCC AT 842-5600.  

Deadline FOR APPLICATIONS IS SEPT. 24, 2018

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 
(CNA) CLASS

OCT. 1, 2018 – OCT. 12, 2018
8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
75 HOURS ($750 VALUE)

Tobacco Root Mountains
Care Center

Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

E. Douglas St - Virginia City - $270,000 
1.29+/- acres • 3bd, 1 ba, 1810 +/- sq ft • unique 

log home, massive views • custom woodwork, stone 
fireplace • very private setting • close to restaurants, 

shops, entertainment

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

Tobe Rd - Ennis - $ 324,900   
5.43 +/- acres • 6 bd, 3 ba, 2700 +/- sf • log home, 
custom woodwork, mountain views • open floor 

plan, vaulted ceilings • close to golf, fishing, hunting 
• large garage, fenced for horses

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

E. Fagin - Ennis MT - $167,000 
0.16+/-acres • 1bd, 1 ba, 900 +/- sq ft • charming 
bungalow lower Ennis • new windows and stucco 
exterior • 2 attic rooms, walk to everything • large 

trees, storage building

Cedar Court  (Golf Course)- Ennis - $319,000  
.526 +/- acres • 4 br 3ba, 2233 +/- sq ft • well maintained, 

wrap around decks • community water system, new 
furnace, new a/c • mature trees, massive mountain views 

• open floor plan, vaulted ceilings, 3 car garage  

Green Acre Lane   McAllister - $ 999,000
• 4 bd, 3 ba, 3745 +/  sf • 6.91+/  acres  Madison 
Range views • vaulted ceilings, gourmet kitchen 

• 40x60 barn style shop • all hi end detailing and 
finishes • radiant floor heat

Deer Lane - Ennis - $459,000
• 3 bd, 3 ba, 5842 +/- sf 

• 6.14 +/- acres, creek, very private • huge rooms 
fantastic views • close to town, fishing, golf • great 

horse property

Tobe Road – Ennis - $335,000 
6.01 acres • 2 houses on one property • 1 house - 2 
bedroom, 1 3/4 bath • 1 house - 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
• 3 - 2 car attached garages • views of the Madison 

Mountain Range

Madison Drive (Golf Course) - Ennis - $369,900 
.5+/-acres • 4bd, 3 ba, 3000 +/- sq ft • river rock 

fireplace, wood stove • finished basement • on the 
2nd fairway of Ennis golf course • large 4 car garage, 

fenced backyard, outstanding views

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Call Jenny 
Rohrback 

406.868.3175

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Call Kim 
Foreman

406.220.0232  

Madison County Fair wins gold 
ENNIS – On September 6, the Northern Ro-

deo Association, a Billings–based rodeo presenter, 
awarded the Madison County Fair the 2018 Gold 
Rodeo of the Year.

The award was based on votes from the North-
ern Rodeo Association (NRA) and the Northern 
Women’s Rodeo Association (NWRA) contestant 
votes and board of director votes. An award presen-
tation during the NRA/NWRA Finals Banquet, on 
Saturday, Oct. 6, at the Butte Civic Center follow-
ing the final performance of the Finals.

Three Forks man killed by falling logs
THREE FORKS - On September 6, at 6:39 p.m., 

the Gallatin County 911 Center received a call of 
a male who had an accident while unloading logs 
from a tractor-trailer at a lumberyard outside Three 
Forks.

Deputies and Three Forks Ambulance arrived 
and found that 69-year-old Allan Wagner of Bel-
grade was deceased, having succumbed to blunt 
force injuries sustained during the accident.

The Gallatin County deputies and a Deputy 
Coroner investigated the incident.
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WASHINGTON, D. C. - Conservatives for Responsible 
Stewardship (CRS) formally requested that the Department 
of Interior withdraw approximately 117,000 acres of public 
lands in five Western states from future oil and gas leasing on 
Wednesday, Sept. 5. 

The Trump Administration recently made all of the parcels 
contained in this petition available for lease without success.

“These lands include critical big game habitat, migration 
corridors, trout streams, popular outdoor recreation areas, 
drinking water sources, and significant historic sites. They 
should now be released so they can serve the purposes for 
which they are best suited,” said CRS President David Jenkins.

“It certainly makes no sense to lock up these important 
public resources, which rightfully belong to all of us, for an oil 
and gas industry that has shown no interest in them,” Jenkins 
added.

The lands listed in the petition represent a small subset of 
the 11.4 million acres of public lands that the administration 
– in an effort to make oil and gas drilling the dominant use 
of America’s public lands – has unsuccessfully attempted to 
lease.

“Responsible stewardship and multiple use are conserva-

tive principles that have guided America’s public land man-
agement for more than a century. The Trump administration 
has turned this tried and true approach on its head, threatening 
the public access, resource quality, and diverse revenue stream 
that western communities depend on,” said Jenkins.

Many of the parcels CRS is asking to be withdrawn were 
put up for lease over the objections of state and local govern-
ment agencies that better understand the true value of these 
lands.

In Montana, the petition includes over 3,000 acres of cru-
cial winter range for big game species, as well as nearly 6,000 
acres in a popular recreation area just east of Miles City. This 
area was designated based on a community decision-making 
process, and has benefited from several fish and wildlife en-
hancement projects developed through coordination with the 
State of Montana and National Wild Turkey Federation.   

Through this petition, CRS seeks to highlight the pitfalls 
of the administration’s so-called “energy dominance” policy, 
characterized by a blanket approach to leasing that subordi-
nates all other values to oil and gas production.

As great conservative icons from Theodore Roosevelt to 
Ronald Reagan understood, the truly conservative path is a 
balanced approach, where conserving our fish and wildlife 
habitat, providing opportunities for outdoor recreation, and 
protecting our drinking water sources are on equal footing 
with development.

Conservative group files petition for withdrawal of 117,000 
acres of public land from future oil & gas leasing

Includes more than 
9,600 acres in Montana

SHERIDAN - A cider pressing party 
hosted by Jackson’s Garden will be held 
Saturday October 6, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

People are encouraged to bring their 
apples and clean containers and take home 
the cider they press or just come and watch 
and enjoy hot cider and fresh donuts. 
Washing stations will be set up to prepare 
your apples prior to pressing: bring your 
own knives and cutting boards. However 
having your apples prepped before you ar-

rive will reduce your waiting time. 
Depending on the turn out your press-

ing time may be limited.
The first gallon you press is free, a do-

nation of $5 gallon is suggested. 
Volunteers are needed to help with the 

pressing process.
 Jackson’s Garden is located 2 miles 

east of Sheridan on Mill Creek Road. 
Watch for the greenhouses.

Jackson’s Garder Cider pressing party

ENNIS – The U.S. Forest 
Service’s Beaverhead-Deer-
lodge National Forest updated 
the Monument and Wigwam 
fires on Thursday, September 
12.

- The Wigwam Fire is 100 
percent contained, and burned 
4,087 acres.

- The Monument Fire is 
56 percent contained and has 
scorched 6,614 acres.

According to USFS offi-
cials, a Burned Area Emer-

gency Response (BAER) 
team has completed their as-
sessment of the burn severity 
of these fires and fire officials 
are preparing recommenda-
tions for erosion control, road 
maintenance and removal of 
hazard trees.

Local crews continue to 
monitor and patrol the fire ar-
eas and take action on where 
conditions are safe. Smoke 
from interior burning will 
continue to show on the fires 

until they receive significant 
rain and snow. 

Road closures have been 
lifted, however, people travel-
ing in the fire area need to use 
caution

Hunters should carry a 
saw when traveling backcoun-
try roads.

There have also been 
multiple black bear and griz-
zly bear sightings in the area.
USFS reminds everyone to be 
careful with fire.

Monument, Wigwam Fire updates

We Will be hosting our largest, best ever Progressive sale on everything ClearanCe!

the discounts are 

greater, as the night 

gets later!!!

housewares, shoes, Purses, Clothing, tshirts and more added on saturday!

Workshops
Stop the Bleed  

Wednesday, October 
3rd ǀ 5:45-6:45pm ǀ Jillian 

Loveland| Ennis High School 
Room #3 | Free

Pegmatite Geology 
Field Trip ǀ Saturday, 

October 6th ǀ 9am-All Day ǀ 
Russell Scruggs| Meet in the 
Ennis High School Parking 

Lot | $20

Prospecting Geology 
Field Trip ǀ Saturday, 

October 13th ǀ 9am-All Day ǀ 
Russell Scruggs| Meet in the 
Ennis High School Parking 

Lot | $20

Photography Workshop: 
Becoming Familiar with 
Your DSLR ǀ Wednesday, 

October 17th ǀ 5:15-7:15pm 
Shanna Mae Swanson

HS Rm#3 | $20

“Capital Fights” The 
Struggles of Selecting 

Montana’s Capital 
Thursday, October 18th 
6-7:30pm ǀ Gary Forney
Virginia City Meeting Hall 

$20

Needle Felt Animal 
Workshop | Saturday, 

October 20th ǀ 9am-5pm 
Gail Barndt & Jenn Doney

HS Art Room | $68

Photography Workshop: 
Using Your Manual 
Camera Settings 

Wednesday, October 24th 

5:15-7:15pm ǀ Shanna Mae 
Swanson ǀ HS Rm#3 & In 

the Field | $20

Photography Workshop: 
Focusing Near and Far 
Wednesday, October 31st 

5:15-7:15pm ǀ Shanna Mae 
Swanson ǀ HS Rm#3 & In 

the Field | $20

Jelly Roll Rug ǀ Saturday, 
November 3rd ǀ 9am-4pm 
Kathy Olkowski & Lexie 

Brundin ǀ HS Rm#6 | $20

Photography Workshop: 
Shadows and Light 

Wednesday, November 3rd 
| 5:15-7:15pm ǀ Shanna Mae 

Swanson ǀ HS Rm#3 & In 
the Field | $20

For More Information or to Register now visit 
www.ennis-ece.org or 406-682-4258

Classes
Open Sewing & Quilting ǀ Mondays 

ǀ 4-7pm ǀ Jamie Diehl & Kathy Olkowski 
HS Rm#6 | $20 

Geology: Basic Identification | Mondays
5-6:30pm | HS Rm #4 | Russell Scruggs | $20 

Geology: Timetable and Formation
Mondays | 6:45-8:15pm | HS Rm #4

Russell Scruggs | $20
Morning Slow Flow Yoga

Tuesdays and Fridays ǀ 5:45-6:45am 
Karen Frey-Suplee ǀ Commons Room | $30
Christmas Gifts Class ǀ Tuesdays ǀ 5-8pm 

Kathy Olkowski & Lexie Brundin 
HS Rm#6 | $28

Evening Slow Flow Yoga ǀ Tuesdays and 
Thursdays ǀ 5:45-7:00pm ǀ Karen Frey-Suplee 

Commons Room | $30
Beginning Woodworking 

Tuesdays & Thursdays ǀ 6-9pm ǀ Charlie 
Zitting | High School Shop | $50

6 Weeks of Christmas ǀ Wednesdays
5-8pm ǀ Kay Gogerty | HS Rm#6 | $TBA 

Lapidary ǀ Thursdays | 5:30-7:30pm
HS Rm #4| Russell Scruggs | $20

ECE Fall 2018 
ClassEs Monday, 

oCtobEr 1st 
-thursday, 

novEMbEr 8th
Shaw for 

houSe DiStrict 71

Ray Shaw

Don't 

forget 

to vote on 

november 6

Paid for by Ray Shaw Candidate HD71, Ray Shaw Treasurer
251 BIVENS CREEK RD SHERIDAN, MT 59749-9638

Your common sense canDiDate.

Working for everyone 
in Montana by:

•	Protecting our natural resources
•	Protecting Private ProPertY rights

•	suPPorting the school sYstem
•	Working to re-authorize the helP act

•	suPPorting our groWing tourist inDustrY
•	suPPorting outDoor recreation

•	suPPorting montana's #1 inDustrY - 
agriculture

Faith - Family - FrienDS

a veteran anD  
leaDer caPable of 
stanDing uP anD 

fighting for our 
montana WaY of life.
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Partly cloudy- High 63, low 36, 
Winds WSW 9 mph, 20 percent 
chance of rain.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Cloudy. High 66, low 40. Winds 
SSW 8 mph, 10 percent chance 
of rain.

“If a man does 
his best, what 
else is there? 

General 
George S .

Patton

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Cloudy, a.m. showers. High 57, low 
33, SW 9 mph, 50 percent chance 
of rain.

Partly cloudy. High 68, low 41. 
Winds SW 9 mph, 0 percent 
chance of rain.

Partly cloudy. High 69. low 34. 
Winds SSW 6 mph, 0 percent 
chance of rain.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Late 
last month, U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue an-
nounced details of actions the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will take to assist farm-
ers in response to trade damage 
from “unjustified retaliation by 
foreign nations.”

President Donald J. Trump 
directed Perdue to craft a short-
term relief strategy to protect ag-
ricultural producers while the ad-
ministration works on free, fair, 
and reciprocal trade deals. 

The $12 billion in programs 
will assist ag producers meet the 
costs of disrupted markets:

• USDA’s Farm Service Agen-
cy (FSA) will administer the Mar-
ket Facilitation Program (MFP) to 
provide payments to corn, cotton, 
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, 
and wheat producers starting 
September 4, 2018. An announce-
ment about further payments will 
be made in the coming months, if 
warranted.

• USDA’s Agricultural Mar-
keting Service (AMS) will ad-
minister a Food Purchase and 
Distribution Program to purchase 
up to $1.2 billion in commodities 
unfairly targeted by unjustified 
retaliation. USDA’s Food and Nu-

trition Service (FNS) will distrib-
ute these commodities through 
nutrition assistance programs 
such as The Emergency Food As-
sistance Program (TEFAP) and 
child nutrition programs.

• Through the Foreign Agri-
cultural Service’s (FAS) Agricul-
tural Trade Promotion Program 
(ATP), $200 million will be made 
available to develop foreign mar-
kets for U.S. agricultural prod-
ucts. The program will help U.S. 
agricultural exporters identify 
and access new markets and help 
mitigate the adverse effects of 
other countries’ restrictions.

“President Trump has been 
standing up to China and other 
nations, sending the clear mes-
sage that the U.S. will no longer 
tolerate their unfair trade practic-
es, which include non-tariff trade 
barriers and the theft of intellec-
tual property. In short, the Presi-
dent has taken action to benefit all 
sectors of the American economy 
– including agriculture – in the 
long run,” said Perdue.

• Market Facilitation Pro-
gram - MFP is established un-
der the statutory authority of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC) and administered by FSA. 
For each commodity covered, the 

payment rate will be dependent 
upon the severity of the trade 
disruption and the period of ad-
justment to new trade patterns, 
based on each producer’s actual 
production.

Interested producers can ap-
ply after harvest is 100 percent 
complete and they can report their 
total 2018 production. 

Beginning September 4, MFP 
applications will be available on-
line at www.farmers.gov/mfp. 
Producers will also be able to 
submit their MFP applications in 
person, by email, fax, or by mail.

The initial MFP payment will 
be calculated by multiplying 50 
percent of the producer’s total 
2018 actual production by the 
applicable MFP rate. If CCC an-
nounces a second MFP payment 
period, the remaining 50 percent 
of the producer’s total 2018 actual 
production will be subject to the 
second MFP payment rate.

MFP payments are capped per 
person or legal entity for corn, 
cotton, sorghum, soybeans and 
wheat.

For more information on the 
MFP, visit www.farmers.gov/mfp 
or contact your local FSA office, 
which can be found at www.farm-
ers.gov.

• Food Purchase and Distri-
bution Program - The amounts of 
commodities to be purchased are 
based on an economic analysis of 
the damage caused by unjustified 
tariffs imposed on the crops list-
ed. Their damages will be adjust-
ed based on several factors and 
spread over several months in re-
sponse to orders placed by states 
participating in the FNS nutrition 
assistance programs.

Products purchased will be 
distributed by FNS to participat-
ing states, for use in TEFAP and 
other USDA nutrition assistance 
programs.

• Agricultural Trade Promo-
tion Program - The FAS will ad-
minister the ATP under author-
ities of the CCC. The ATP will 
provide cost-share assistance to 
eligible U.S. organizations for 
activities such as consumer ad-
vertising, public relations, point-
of-sale demonstrations, partici-
pation in trade fairs and exhibits, 

market research, and technical 
assistance.

Applications for the ATP will 
be accepted until November 2, 
2018 or until funding is exhaust-
ed. Funding should be allocated 
to eligible participants in early 
2019. The ATP is meant to help 
all sectors of U.S. agriculture, 
including fish and forest product 
producers, mainly through part-
nerships with non-profit national 
and regional organizations.

USDA Announces details of assistance for farmers impacted by ‘Unjustified Retaliation’

Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Chris Murphy
Sales Associate

406.570.1555

Tanya Matson
Sales Associate

406.580.6987

www.PureWestRealEstate.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed

TBD Comleyville | Ennis
Madison River Frontage 

.74 +/- Acres, Stunning Views

Offered at $449,000 | MLS# 312398

I CAME, 
I FISHED,

I stayed.

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT Announcement!

JAde monkey chinese cAfé 
will be oPen from 9/15 

through mid-november. 

Ask us for our 
new off-seAson $10 lunch menu! 

dine-in/cArry-out. 
406-843-JAde 

118 w wAllAce, vc, 12-8 Pm dAily 
(except tuesday)

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms
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BOZEMAN—Compassus, an organiza-
tion that bought out Rocky Mountain Hospice 
in Bozeman several years ago, will again be 
offering its semi-annual grief support group. 
The group held its first meeting Tuesday, Sep-
tember 18, and will continue weekly through 
November 13.

The Tennessee-based organization of-
fers hospice and palliative services around 
the country, focusing particularly on patients 
whose physicians believe they have less than 
six months of life remaining, as well as their 
families.

Cindy Pipinich is a certified social worker 
with Compassus and has been spearheading 
these grief support groups for several years. 
Pipinich works with families who have lost 
loved ones on an individual basis, but says the 
group is one of her favorite projects.

“My goal is when it’s all over, that that 
group of people continue to rely on each other 
in the future,” she says of the group. “And I 
know that happens. It’s really powerful.”

Generally, the people who attend the ses-
sions have lost a close loved one relatively re-
cently; the group sessions are a way to connect 
with others in a similar situation. While the 
attendance of the group is often f luid for the 
first week or two, Pipinich says it’s a closed 
group for the most part. It’s important for the 
members of the group to remain as consistent 
as possible over the nine weeks in order to de-
velop those kinds of therapeutic relationships.

“It’s probably one of the most helpful things 
for people who are grieving to be with other 
people who know what that’s like and who are 
feeling the same things,” says Pipinich. “It al-
lows them to come together and share in the 
grieving process, and it offers consistent fel-
lowship and support.”

That process, she says, is often misrepre-
sented. Many people think of grief as a series 
of stages people go through, as if checking 
those boxes off as quickly as possible would 
mean they were back to normal. Pipinich says 
that’s not the case.

“We as a society don’t often appreciate how 
that process works,” she says. “Grief is actual-

ly a very f luid experience, and anybody can be 
years down the road and have something trig-
ger a grief response. The bottom line is that the 
emotions can come and go, and you may not 
even experience every stage at all.”

The model presenting grief as a series of 
stages was initially put forward by Swiss-Amer-
ican psychiatrist Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, but its 
application to grief was not its initial purpose.

In reality, the stages—denial, anger, bar-
gaining, depression and acceptance—were 
designed to be applied to patients who had re-
ceived a terminal diagnosis, and only later was 
it co-opted to apply to grief. Pipinich says a 
more accurate representation would be to view 
grief as a process rather than a series of steps.

“People in the midst of the grief process 
often feel like there’s something wrong with 
them,” she says. “It’s often says that it’s more 
of an adjustment process than a pathology: 
there’s nothing wrong with you. Just realizing 
how universal that experience can be is help-
ful.”

 Pipinich hopes word of Compassus’s re-
sources will catch on in the Madison Valley. 
Compassus serves everyone within a 60-mile 
radius of Bozeman, but she fears people who 
may benefit from the group may not want to 
drive into Bozeman to access it.

“We serve such a wide area, I hope people 
will utilize it,” she says. “I get to watch it time 
after time, seeing them feeling so isolated and 
alone, to realizing there’s nothing wrong with 
them. It is such a valuable model.”

The semi-annual group draws groups of 
anywhere from three to 12 people, but Pipin-
ich says usually six to eight is the magic num-
ber. Having an intimate put sufficiently large 
group allows participants to feel comfortable 
sharing their experiences and feelings and rec-
ognize that they aren’t alone in what they’re 
going through.

For those who wish to attend, the group 
is free to attend, and materials are supplied. 
Meetings are every Tuesday from 5:30-7 p.m. 
at the Compassus office in Bozeman at 301 
Edelweiss Drive, Suite 6, and will continue 
through November 13. 

Bozeman group to host free
grief support class

Compassus will offer a nine-week grief course 
to anyone within a 60-mile radius

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Dept. of Rev.: 
Check for

unclaimed cash, 
property

HELENA – Every year, millions of dol-
lars and other personal assets go unclaimed; 
every year, the state Department of Revenue 
(DR) encourages individuals and businesses 
to check whether some of that might be theirs.

Unclaimed property can come from a va-
riety of sources:  forgotten bank accounts, 
uncashed checks and money orders, insurance 
policy payments and unused gift certificates, 
as well as stocks, bonds and the contents from 
safe deposit boxes. By law, the DR holds un-
claimed property in trust indefinitely for own-
ers to claim.

Check local newspapers for ads and in-
serts from the department listing the owners 
of property that’s been reported as unclaimed 
during the last year, or check on-line 

Visit tap.dor.mt.gov and click on the 
“Search for Unclaimed Cash” link to look up 
names. Follow the on-screen instructions to 
create and submit a claim.

“This unclaimed property belongs to thou-
sands of individuals across Montana and the 
country, and the department is committed to 
returning these assets to their rightful own-
ers,” said Gene Walborn, DR director 

The department reminds Montanans that 
while some businesses may offer to help peo-
ple find their property - for a fee - those com-
mercial services are not necessary. Montanans 
and others do not have to pay to reclaim their 
own property, and can submit their claim on-
line in just a few minutes.

For help with a claim or for more informa-
tion, visit tap.dor.mt.gov, call the department 
at (406) 444-6900 or email UnclaimedProper-
ty@mt.gov

SHERIDAN - It has been an eventful year on 
Ramshorn Creek. 

So far this year the Ruby Valley Conservation 
District and the Ruby Watershed Council have im-
proved or restored 2,800 feet of stream, where the 
stream was impacted by past mining activities. 

In January volunteers harvested over 2,400 
willow stems to re-vegetate the stream’s banks.

Shortly afterwards RVCD/WC restored erod-
ing banks and constructed a new floodplain adja-
cent to the stream. 

In February new stream banks were re-vegetat-
ed with willow stems, live sod, and native vegeta-
tion harvested on site. The new floodplain area was 
re-seeded with thickspike wheatgrass, Great Basin 
wildrye, and bluebunch wheatgrass.

In April, RVCD/WC planted water birch, 
mountain alder, chokecherry, native willows, cot-
tonwoods, and golden currant in the riparian area 
to quickly reestablish a native plant community. 

RVCD/WC installed cages around plantings to 
protect them against hungry moose and deer. Great 
Basin wildrye and sagebrush plugs were planted 
in upland swales. In June volunteers helped us 
plant additional willows and cottonwoods along 
the creek. 

In July and August, RVCD/WC has been wa-
tering the plantings and monitoring the success of 
re-vegetation efforts.

RVCD/WC owes a big thanks to Tom and Lau-
rie Bartoletti for working with the group on this 
restoration project;R.E. Miller for assisting with 
excavation and bank restoration; Don Lange of 
PlantScape, LLC for assisting us with re-vegeta-
tion and irrigation; Morse Land Company for do-
nating greenhouse space and plants to the project; 
Dave McAdoo for providing our re-vegetation de-
sign, and all the volunteers who helped make this 
project happen.

This project was funded in part by MT De-
partment of Environmental Quality’s Non-Point 
Source Program. 

To view projects like this across Montana 
visit: http://deq.mt.gov/Water/SurfaceWater/Non-
point-Source-Program

Ramshorn Creek Restoration Project taking off

MISSOULA – Montana’s 
hardrock mining industry supports 
more than 12,000 permanent, year-
round jobs with average annual 
earnings of $86,030, according to a 
new study released by the Universi-
ty of Montana Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research.

The BBER study, sponsored 
by the Montana Mining Associ-
ation, found that the eight largest 

metal and other mines across the 
state helped produce $2.7 billion in 
economic output and almost $200 
million in state government revenue 
annually.      

The BBER report also consid-
ered the economic impacts of three 
new mine developments under con-
sideration. It found that the full de-
velopment of the Rock Creek, Mon-
tanore and Black Butte mines as 

proposed would add an additional 
3,200 jobs and more than $200 mil-
lion in personal income to Montana 
households.

The BBER study was based 
on operating information gathered 
from MMA members, including 
both production and exploration 
activities. The study is available 
at http://www.bber.umt.edu/pubs/
econ/HardrockMining2018.pdf.

UM study: Hardrock Mining Contributes $2.7B to Montana’s Economy



health & Wellness

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

305 North Main
Ennis, MT 59729

Clinic access through 
lower level.

More info: 406.682.4223 
Clinic Hours:  M-F   8 - 5:30 pm 

and Saturday 9-1:00 pm
www.mvmedcenter.org

Time to get your Flu Shot!
available on a walk in basis

Starting October 1st, flu shots will be 
available for $20. The vaccinations are free 
to kids under 18 and to those on Medicare.

Madison Valley Manor news… 
The residents of the Madison Valley Manor love Resident Choice 
Omelet Day! Made-to-order omelets were created by MVM Om-
elet Chefs, Melody and Chad (pictured). Lots of smiles, clean 
plates and requests for seconds make this a special morning for 
the residents. The Madison Valley Manor staff also enjoyed the 
omelets as a special treat for breakfast! Our September birthday 
party, hosted by the MVM Auxiliary, took place  with our favorite 
band, The Tune Tanglers providing the entertainment. There was 
dancing singing and a good time at the party. Celebrating Sep-
tember birthdays are Betty C., Rita, Tammie and Travis.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Imagine the foul 
smell of an ash tray or burning hair. Now imag-
ine if these kinds of smells were present in your 
life, but without a source.

A new study finds that 1 in 15 Americans 
(or 6.5 percent) over the age of 40 experiences 
phantom odors. The study, published in JAMA 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, is the 
first in the U.S. to use nationally representa-
tive data to examine the prevalence of and risk 
factors for phantom odor perception. The study 
could inform future research aiming to unlock 
the mysteries of phantom odors.

The study was led by Kathleen Bainbridge, 
Ph.D., of the Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Program at the National Institute on Deafness 
and Other Communication Disorders (NID-
CD), part of the National Institutes of Health. 
Bainbridge and her team used data from 7,417 
participants over 40 years of age from the 
2011-2014 National Health and Nutrition Ex-
amination Survey (NHANES). The NHANES 
data were collected by the National Center for 
Health Statistics, which is part of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention; data col-
lection was partly funded by the NIDCD.

“Problems with the sense of smell are often 
overlooked, despite their importance. They can 
have a big impact on appetite, food preferences, 
and the ability to smell danger signals such as 
fire, gas leaks, and spoiled food,” said Judith A. 
Cooper, Ph.D., acting director of the NIDCD. 

Donald Leopold, M.D., one of the study’s 
authors and clinical professor in the Depart-
ment of Surgery at University of Vermont Med-
ical Center, Burlington, adds that patients who 
perceive strong phantom odors often have a 
miserable quality of life, and sometimes cannot 
maintain a healthy weight.

Researchers used this NHANES survey 
question to determine whether participants had 
experienced phantom odor perception: “Do you 
sometimes smell an unpleasant, bad, or burn-
ing odor when nothing is there?” To explore the 
correlation between phantom odors and par-
ticipant characteristics, the researchers looked 
at participants’ age, sex, education level, race/
ethnicity, socio-economic status, certain health 
habits, and general health status.

The ability to identify odors tends to de-
crease with age. Phantom odor perception, on 
the other hand, seems to improve with age. One 
previous study, using data from a community in 
Sweden, showed that 4.9 percent of people over 
the age of 60 experience phantom odors, with 

a higher prevalence in women than men. The 
present study found a similar prevalence in the 
over-60 age group, but in examining a broad-
er age range, found an even higher prevalence 
in ages 40-60. The study also found that about 
twice as many women as men reported phantom 
odors, and that the female predominance was 
particularly striking for those under age 60.

Other risk factors for the onset of phantom 
odors include head injury, dry mouth, poor 
overall health, and low socio-economic status. 
Researchers hypothesized that people with low-
er socio-economic status may more common-
ly be exposed to environmental pollutants and 
toxins, or have health conditions that contribute 
to phantom odors, either directly or because of 
medications needed to treat their health condi-
tions.

“The causes of phantom odor perception are 
not understood. The condition could be relat-
ed to overactive odor sensing cells in the nasal 
cavity or perhaps a malfunction in the part of 
the brain that understands odor signals. A good 
first step in understanding any medical condi-
tion is a clear description of the phenomenon. 
From there, other researchers may form ideas 
about where to look further for possible causes 
and ultimately for ways to prevent or treat the 
condition,” said Bainbridge.

About the National Institute on Deafness 
and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD): 
NIDCD supports and conducts research and re-
search training on the normal and disordered 
processes of hearing, balance, taste, smell, 
voice, speech, and language and provides health 
information, based upon scientific discovery, to 
the public.

About the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH): NIH, the nation’s medical research agen-
cy, includes 27 Institutes and Centers and is a 
component of the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. NIH is the primary fed-
eral agency conducting and supporting basic, 
clinical, and translational medical research, 
and is investigating the causes, treatments, and 
cures for both common and rare diseases. For 
more information about NIH and its programs, 
visit www.nih.gov.

That stinks! 1 in 15 Americans 
smell odors that aren’t there

NIH study shows prevalence 
of and risk factors for 

phantom odor perception

HELENA – Montana achieved 
an important victory recently when 
a federal judge in Ohio remanded 
the lawsuit against Purdue Pharma 
from federal court and returned it to 
state court, where the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office filed it originally.

In December of 2017, Attorney 
General Tim Fox filed a lawsuit 
against Purdue Pharma, alleging 
the company engaged in deceptive 
promotion of its addictive and dan-
gerous painkiller OxyContin to in-
crease sales. 

In February, Fox filed a motion 
for a preliminary injunction in Mon-
tana District Court, asking the court 
to halt Purdue’s product marketing 
campaign in the state. In March, in 
an apparent effort to delay the case 
and avoid answering Montana’s mo-
tion for a preliminary injunction, 
Purdue moved the case to federal 
court.

“I’m pleased the judge has sent 
this case back to a Montana court, 
where it belongs,” Attorney General 
Fox said.

Montana’s lawsuit alleges Pur-
due has:

• Misrepresented the likelihood 
that long-term use of its drug would 
lead to addiction;

• Falsely claimed that use of 
OxyContin would improve overall 
health quality, and failed to disclose 
the harmful side effects caused by 
long-term opioid use;

• Falsely claimed long-term opi-
oid use is safe and effective pain 
treatment, even though Purdue had 
no evidence to prove it;

• Told prescribers that OxyCon-
tin works for 12 hours, even though 
Purdue knew that it did not for many 
patients, requiring frequent increas-
es in dosage, thus increasing the 
likelihood of addiction;

• Claimed that its new generation 
of abuse-deterrence opioids were 
safer and would prevent abuse and 
diversion, when Purdue knew that 
the drugs were still readily abused;

• And falsely claimed that opi-
oids are safer than alternative, 
non-narcotic treatment.

The lawsuit seeks:
Injunctive relief to stop Purdue’s 

deceptive marketing practices along 
with damages for, and abatement of, 
the public health epidemic that Pur-
due has created, also civil penalties.

The lawsuit filed by Attorney 
General Fox is a civil enforcement 
action taken against Purdue for on-
going violation of multiple Montana 
consumer protection laws. It is not a 
class action suit on behalf of individ-
ual plaintiffs affected by Purdue’s 
product.

Lawsuit against Purdue Pharma Returns to State Court
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Squirrel Meadows Cabin
The Teton Mountain, au-

tumn air came early with a 
bite. So, we made our stop at

Squirrel Meadows Cabin 
for the night.

The ranger’s old-time 
Franklin Stove was ready for a 
fire. We chopped some

kindling, lit a match, and 
watched the f lames grow high-
er.

We warmed our hands, then 
held our boots up to the stove 
for heat. I finally

rubbed some circulation 
back to my cold feet.

The rustic old guard station 

was now feeling toasty warm. 
The cowboys knew

they’d weather out the 
night’s oncoming storm.

Our Coleman propane lan-
tern gave the needed light to 
see. It must have been

nostalgia, least a feeling 
over me.

I gazed around the quarters, 
not a plug-in on the wall. No 
internet to check on

and no cell phone use at all.
I only could imagine ‘bout 

this cabin long ago. Two rang-
ers eating biscuits, prob’ly

made from sourdough.

Were they eating steaks of 
venison or rations from canned 
beef? Did the

youngest get a sip of gin 
that later caused him grief?

They prob’ly talked about 
their lives. The young man still 
alone. The older ranger

said this was the only life 
he’d known.

I’m sure he told the young 
buck, “Just keep thinkin’ ‘bout 
your work. Those gals

are mighty pretty, but 
they’ll drive you plumb ber-
serk!”

They finished up their sup-

per, dumped the coffee from 
the pot. Then they turned

in for the evening, sleeping 
bag and army cot.

Now, I know we’ve come a 
long, long way. They say it’s 
better now. But tools

which made life easier 
changed innocence somehow.

So, the Squirrel Meadows 
Cabin is preserved for me and 
you. But, does this cabin

miss the past, the life old 
rangers knew?

COMMODITY INSITE:     Should be at hand!      by Jerry Welch

Roy W. Longstreet, legendary speculator, 
in his classic book from 1973, Viewpoints of a 
Commodity Trader, drafted a chapter entitled, 
“Realizing Bull Markets.” “Realizing markets 
can be either bear or bull markets,” Longstreet 
wrote, “There have been more realizing declin-
ing markets then realizing advances.” And the 
number one characteristic of such a trade, ac-
cording to Longstreet is a, “fundamentally bull-
ish situation.”

During the Anticipatory Phase, according 
to Longstreet, prices advance long before the 
tightness with ending supplies becomes evident. 
Investors and traders recognize the situation is 
long term bullish and with great anticipation 
plunge into the market, convinced the funda-
mentals will ultimately provide them with a stiff 
tailwind. Unfortunately, because they were too 
early and overly exuberant, the bull move often-
times ends suddenly, amid disappointment and 
financial loss.

During the Realizing Phase, the most bullish 
stage, prices move north quickly as the tightness 
with supplies unfolds for all to experience and 

see first hand. In this dynamic phase, values rise 
and fall in fits and spurts with higher highs and 
higher lows, as the true severity of the shortage 
remains an unknown. An even greater mystery 
in this phase is whether or not demand has been 
rationed enough to put an end to the bull run.

However, Longstreet’s opinion was formed 
prior to 1973, before the landscape was littered 
with the number of bull markets that have taken 
place since then.

In fact, since 2000, emerging nations such as 
China and India have developed an insatiable de-
mand for high protein foodstuffs that spawned 
more bull markets than I can list here. Back in 
Longstreet’s day, China and India were far eco-
nomic powerhouses with insatiable demand. 

The key to any market moving higher accord-
ing to Longstreet was it had to have a “funda-
mentally bullish situation.” In other words, the 
market in question has to have historically tight 
ending supplies amid solid demand that was not 
going to disappear any time soon. The bullish 
combination of tight supplies and robust demand 
would send prices of that commodity to much 

higher levels.
Over the years I have discussed in several dif-

ferent weekly newspaper columns Longstreet’s 
belief that all bull markets have two phases; the 
Anticipatory and the Realizing Phases: Once, in 
February of 2013, in a column entitled “The Re-
alizing Phase of the Cattle Market Is At Hand,” 
and before that I wrote about his theory in a Jan-
uary 2009 column entitled “Bull Markets Have 
Two Major Trends.” Each of those columns were 
published in this newspaper.

Here is the final paragraph in my 2013 column 
about the cattle market: “Those traders wishing 
for, hoping for and looking for a long term bull 
market that has yet to get underway should keep 
a watchful eye on cattle. The upside potential is 
enormous with the downside having limited risk. 
But as always with such forecasts, nothing is a 
given. Nothing is guaranteed. But the upside for 
prices appears far greater than the downside.” 

The February 2009 period for cattle prices, 
futures and cash was around $85, having come 
off a top of $106 in September 2008. That wash-
out was the Anticipatory Phase. But suddenly, 

the Realizing Phase kicked into gear, and by 
April of 2018, 10 years later, futures and cash 
traded well over $171.

Longstreet’s theory about realizing a bull 
market phase for cattle was right on the money. 
So was my column.

All the history above can be found at www.
commodityinsite.com. 

It is there you will find two books about the 
history of the futures markets:

Back To The Futures is about the 1980’s. 
Haunted By Markets touches on the years 

1990 to 2015. I know of no other source to learn 
the history of markets and how events specifical-
ly unfolded.

But enough about history. Let me touch on 
the future. My work shows one commodity with 
a, “fundamentally bullish situation” is high pro-
tein KC wheat. With global stocks of wheat in the 
five largest exporters – Russia, Ukraine, Europe, 
Canada and Australia – at the smallest “stocks-
to-usage” ratio in history, the Realizing Phase of 
the KC wheat market should be at hand.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund (LWCF) has helped 
support and secure the United States’ wildlife 
heritage since 1964 by supporting Montana 
hunters, anglers, and outdoor recreation, ac-
cording to a new report today from the Nation-
al Wildlife Federation.

LWCF, however, is at risk of expiring un-
less Congress acts by the end of September to 
reauthorize and fully fund this critical conser-
vation program.

According to the new report, two football 
fields’ worth of natural areas in the West have 
been disappearing every 5 minutes. The Land 
and Water Conservation Fund helps solve this 
problem by buying and protecting land for 
Americans to use for hiking, camping, fishing, 
hunting, and simply enjoying being in nature. 
These public spaces are then available for peo-
ple to hike, camp, hunt, fish and enjoy being 

in nature.
“As America’s population grows, we need 

to grow our protected places and parks with 
it. The Land and Water Conservation Fund has 
been critical to securing the special places that 
hunters, anglers, and others count on to rec-
reate and safeguard our wildlife heritage for 
future generations. This report vividly high-
lights how this is all at stake unless Congress 
acts within the next two weeks,” said Tracy 
Stone-Manning, associate vice president for 
public lands at the National Wildlife Federa-
tion.

“The Land and Water Conservation Fund 
doesn’t cost taxpayers a dime — it’s paid for by 
fees that are collected on offshore energy de-
velopment. It should be a no-brainer for Con-
gress to reauthorize and fully fund this amaz-
ing program so that all of their constituents 
will continue to benefit from it,” Stone-Man-

ning continued.
Outdoor writer Hal Herring, who lives in 

Augusta, imagined the loss Americans would 
experience as a future without the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund: “The end of the 
LWCF  will be the end of an era in the U.S., an 
era in which the common citizens have come 
to expect  a  higher quality of life, cleaner wa-
ters for swimming, open spaces for running 
and playing with their children, the ability to 
hold on to traditions like hunting and fishing, 
hiking, wandering and camping, experiencing 
the true freedom of our birthright as Ameri-
cans.”

Senator Jon Tester and Senator Steve 
Daines are both cosponsors of legislation to 
reauthorize and fully fund LWCF. Represen-
tative Greg Gianforte is on record supporting 
permanent authorization for the program.

“The bipartisan support for LWCF across 

Montana’s congressional delegation shows 
how important this program is to Montana’s 
outdoor way of life,” said Montana Wildlife 
Federation executive Director Dave Chadwick  
“We hope our leaders can get this program ful-
ly funded before it expires.  Our outdoor her-
itage is too important to be left up to partisan 
politics in Washington, DC.”

The new report outlines the projects that 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund has 
invested in that benefit sportsmen and wildlife 
by increasing access to hunting and fishing 
grounds and connects wildlife migration cor-
ridors so there are more continuous wilderness 
across America. The Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund utilizes fees on oil and gas reve-
nues from the outer continental shelf and has 
zero cost to taxpayers.

Land and Water Conservation Fund in jeopardy

New published science and 
the screening of at-risk children 
before they receive any vaccines 
may provide a middle ground 
between the “all or nothing” po-
sitions of the two warring sides 
of the vaccine-autism debate, 
according to one of the leading 
critics of the government’s cur-
rent vaccination program. 

On one side of the debate are 
parents who believe that today’s 
high number of mandatory vac-
cinations (children in the 1960s 
received three vaccinations, 
today’s children receive 38) 
can cause autism in vulnerable 
children.  On the other side are  
government health officials who 
deny any a link. 

However, critics claim the 
government is being influenced 
by pharmaceutical companies 
whose revenues from vaccines 
exploded from $170 million in 
the early 1980s to more than $60 
billion today. A study published 
in 2013 in the European Journal 
of Clinical Investigation con-
cluded that the pharmaceutical 

industry “masterfully influences 
evidence base production” and 
also “exerts direct influences on 
professional decisions and health 
consumers.”

“There is a wealth of relevant 
scientific studies that prove that 
autism prevalence has skyrock-
eted in the United States,” says 
J.B. Handley, the father of a child 
with autism and author of the 
book How To End The Autism 
Epidemic (https://www.chelsea-
green.com/product/how-to-end-
the-autism-epidemic/.)

“And since 2004 there have 
been 11 groundbreaking discov-
eries in separate but related sci-
entific fields that, taken together, 
reveal one of the causes of au-
tism.”

Handley says those discover-
ies, published in peer-reviewed 
journals, include the work of 
such respected researchers as Dr. 
Carlos Pardo-Villamizar, a neu-
rologist at Johns Hopkins; Dr. 
Christopher Exley, a professor of 
bioinorganic chemistry at Keele 
University in England, and the 

late Dr. Paul Patterson, a profes-
sor of biological sciences at the 
California Institute of Technol-
ogy.

“Because of this new, pub-
lished science,” Handley says, 
“we now know that autism is 
created by immune activation 
events in the brain during criti-
cal phases of brain development, 
typically by the time a child is 
36-months-old, and that these 
immune activation events in the 
brain can be triggered by the 
aluminum adjuvant in vaccines. 
While the first of these discover-
ies occurred in 2004, the critical 
missing pieces have only fallen 
into place since 2010.”

All the while, the autism rate 
has exploded. The Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
noted that the rates for autism in 
children went from 1 in 150 chil-
dren in 2000 to 1 in 36 children 
in 2017.

Handley says returning to 
the vaccine schedule used in the 
mid-1980s provides a moderate 
solution. He also believes that 

there should be thorough screen-
ing before any vaccines are giv-
en to determine which children 
are at-risk from serious vaccine 
injury.

“We have the capacity to sys-
tematically assess the children 
who are more vulnerable before 
they receive a vaccine,” Handley 
says. “These children are at risk 
and it is the duty of our public 
health program to protect them.”

Handley believes these are 
some of the steps that should be 
taken:

• Removing vaccine safe-
ty from the Centers for Disease 
Control. Having the same agen-
cy that is in charge of promot-
ing vaccinations also in charge 
of vaccine safety is an inherent 
conflict, he says.

• Screening vulnerable chil-
dren should be implemented im-
mediately. Some vulnerabilities 
are because of genetics, parental 
health histories of autoimmunity, 
and other children have problems 
that are apparent with a physical 
exam.  Children who may have 

adverse reactions to vaccines 
also frequently have such condi-
tions as ear infections, dark cir-
cles under the eyes and eczema.

• Test children before giving 
booster shots.  Booster shots 
are provided for most vaccines.  
Handley believes many of these 
shots are unnecessary, as immu-
nity has already been accom-
plished through the initial vac-
cine.  A simple blood test would 
reveal if a booster shot is really 
necessary, he says.

• Establish clear rules for 
when a child should not receive 
vaccinations. A child should not 
be vaccinated when the child is 
sick, has eczema, is taking anti-
biotics, and several other condi-
tions.

“I’m not against all vaccina-
tions all the time,” Handley says.  
“But more screening to spare at-
risk infants would be a positive 
step in the right direction, and it’s 
something that could be achieved 
today. Based on his health his-
tory, my son with autism never 
should have been vaccinated.”

About J.B. Handley
J.B. Handley is the co-found-

er and chairman of Generation 
Rescue, a non-profit organiza-
tion focused on helping chil-
dren recover from autism that 
was inspired by the journey of 
his son, Jamison, who was di-
agnosed with autism in 2004. 
Author of the book How To End 
the Autism Epidemic (https://
www.chelseagreen.com/product/
how-to-end-the-autism-epidem-
ic/), he is also the co-producer 
of the documentary film Autism 
Yesterday and the co-founder 
of the Age of Autism blog. Han-
dley co-founded Swander Pace 
Capital, a middle-market private 
equity firm with more than $1.5 
billion under management where 
he served as managing director 
for two decades. He is an honors 
graduate of Stanford University 
and lives in Portland, Oregon, 
with his wife, Lisa, and their 
three children.

Is There A Path To End: The Autism Epidemic?
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www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas
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HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.
47-tfc-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Spring is the ideal removing 
and pruning time!

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

FOR RENT

Sheridan apartment for rent 
1 bedroom, W/D in unit

$420/month, no pets
Call 406-596-4495

35-tfc-b

2 BR Duplex for rent downtown 
Ennis. W/D included, pets 

negotiable. $70 per month plus 
deposit. Avail Now. 

406-270-0910

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

SADDLE FOR SALE 
Costanado wade A-fork 16”, 
rough-out seat and fenders, 

tooled skirt. $2,500

R.L. Winston Rod Co. in Twin 
Bridges is looking for a full time 

employee in our blank rolling 
facility. Hours are 6:00 am to 

2:00 pm with occasional overtime 
as needed. We offer competitive 
salary and benefits. Applications 
are available at the plant. Please 
contact Joe with any questions at 

684-5674.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Night time RN (Full 

Time). Applicants to complete 
an employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call Madison 
Valley Medical Center at 682-

6862.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks Reimbursement Specialist 

(Full Time). Applicants to 
complete an employment 

application and submit a resume 
to careers@mvmedcenter.org 

or call Madison Valley Medical 
Center at 682-6862.

ECCS is looking for a two 
part-time aides. The position 

is a Level 1 with the following 
requirements: High School 
diploma, GED certificate or 
HiSet. Pay DOE. Please call 
Lacey Keller at 682-7388 for 

more information.

MADISON VALLEY 
MANOR IS HIRING! 

Housekeeper/Laundry Aide - 
Full-time Dietary Aide/Cook 

- Full-time/Part-time Certified 
Nurse’s Assistant – Full-time/
Part-time RN – Full-time/Part-
time This is a great opportunity 

to work in a personal 
healthcare setting. • Excellent 
Pay • Government retirement • 
Benefits including medical and 
life insurance • Paid vacation, 
sick leave, and holidays If you 
are interested in a rewarding 

career, Madison Valley Manor 
is the place. Please contact 

Jayne Forsythe at 682-7271 for 
more information or the online 

employment page at www.
madisoncountymt.gov EOE

FOR  SALE

ANNOUNCEMENT

Trenz welcomes stylist Dawn. 
Now taking appointments and 

walk-ins every Saturday.

VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE 
DRIVER * CERTIFIED EMT 

WANTED
Volunteers are needed at 

the City of Ennis Volunteer 
Ambulance Service. If you’d 

like to support your community, 
the ambulance service is in 

need of non-certified drivers 
(CDL not required) and 

certified Emergency Medical 
Technicians. Pick up an 

application at Ennis own Hall or 
contact Patti Austin, Ambulance 

Manager at 406-580-0941

NEEDED! Licensed Beautician 
To work One Day per week at 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care 

Center In Sheridan, MT If 
interested, Please contact Holly 

Haithcox At (406) 842-5600 
EOE

Pad that bank account before the 
snow flies! Housekeeping help 

wanted starting immediately and 
ending October 26. El Western 

Cabins – 682-4217.

Ennis Lumber Company is 
searching for an individual to 
work in the yard. Candidate 

will be responsible for loading 
customers, building loads for 
deliveries, unloading trucks, 

and some deliveries. Candidate 
must be able to lift 100 lbs. 

Forklift experience preferred, 
but not necessary. We can train 

and certify forklift driver. 
CDL license is not required but 
preferred. Wage dependent upon 
experience. Please contact Kyle 
Marsh. Ennis Lumber Company 
406-682-3889 5080 U.S. Hwy 

287 N. Ennis, Mt. 59729

50 + used treated drive fence 
posts 6 1/2 ft x 6 in. $5.00 each. 
Call 406-491-3733 (In jeffers)

THE HEART BRAND

Historic - 1870’s
$20K

575-770-8597

GARAGE SALES

CABIN FOR RENT
Nice secluded log cabin. 3 

bedrooms, 2 baths. Wood heat. 
Too remote for school-aged 

children--prefer retired couple. 
30 minutes south of Ennis. 

Water, sewer included. $675 per 
month. For more information 

contact 682-7552.

NOW HIRING! Full and part 
time positions available. Full ben-

efits for full time employment. 
Call 682-4315 or 580-4315, or 

pick up an application at Rocky 
Mountain Supply, 4997 US Hwy 

287, Ennis MT 59729

Environmental Service 
Workers The Ruby Valley 

Medical Center is accepting 
applications for a full-time 

Environmental Service 
Worker. This position 
is eligible for benefits. 
Applicants needs to be 
available to work nights 

and weekends. Please visit 
www.RVMC.org/career-
opportunities for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

The Ruby Valley Hospital is 
accepting applications for paid, 
on-call EMT/ECPs (Emergency 
Medical Technician/Emergency 

Care Provider). Please visit 
www.RubyValleyHospital.

com/career-opportunities for 
more information and to apply 

on-line.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a PRN 
Medical Technologist (ASCP). 

Applicants must have a 
Montana CLS license. This is 
a per diem position with on-

demand scheduling as needed. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
careers for more information 

and to apply on-line.

FLEA MARKET

DEAL or BUY
Come on down to the 

Buckboard, the Ennis Antique 
Mall, for an outside FLEA 

MARKET on Saturday.

Sell your stuff or 
search for a treasure!

8am-5pm Saturday 9/22 337 E. 
Main St., Ennis $25 for a space 

to sell Call 406.570.6462

HELP WANTED!
D&D Auto in Ennis MT is now 
hiring at all 4 locations! Parts 
Counterman, Tire Tech, Lube 

Tech, Auto Detailer, Apprentice 
Auto Body Tech. Some automo-

tive experience preferred, but 
willing to train a self-motivated 

applicant. Pay DOE. Full medical 
benefits. 401K. 

To apply, contact Dennis at D&D 
Auto, 406-570-1284 or 406-682-
4234, or send resume to  D&D 

Auto, Inc Att’n Dennis  PO Box 
159 Ennis MT 59729

Shop/Yard Sale
Saturday 9/29, 9-6 

Tools, trailers, shop equipment, 
Suburban, some household. 
Watch for flyer. 59 Haypress 

Lake Trail, Ennis

Office Assistant PT Agency 
Insurance is looking for a 
part time office person for 
our Ennis office. Job duties 
include answering phones, 

assisting agents with individual 
needs and other office duties. 

Applicants must embrace a team 
oriented approach to problem 
solving, have strong attention 
to detail, be task oriented, and 

have great people skills. - 20-24 
hrs a week - $12 - $14 hr - 

Potential to turn into full-time 
Send applications or resume to 
TyMoline at Agencyinsdiv.com

Craftsman Diehard Lawnmower. 
6 speed, 44”. $500.00 AS IS. 

Wheelchair & misc chairs, tables, 
desks, lamps, end tables.

Call 682-5488

MOVING! FURNITURE 
SALE! 

Hard Rock Maple Living Room 
Chair $75.00

Suede Sofa w/ Matching 
Loveseat $150.00

Cherry 3x5 Table with Leaf & 6 
Padded Chairs $250.00

682-3532

WINDOW 
CLEANING

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Call or send a text
702-5372

Gary Kinney

Ad #302
Real Estate– Northwest Mon-
tana – Company owned. Small 
and large acre parcels. Private. 
Trees and meadows. National 
Forest boundaries. Tungsten-
holdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #303
Commercial Income Property 
For Sale. Hill County USDA 
Bldg., 206 25th Ave. W., Havre, 
MT. 7,102 sq. ft. bldg. on 1.7 
acres, leased to USDA FSA and 
NRCS. $850,000 Call Jayson 
Shobe @ (406) 366-5125. 
ShobeAuction.com United 
Country- Shobe Auction & 
Realty  

Ad #304
One of the prettiest places in 
Montana. Approximately 4 
acres, 2,700 sq.ft. home, includ-
ing 3 bedrooms, 2 baths with 
benefits of town living. (406) 
538-8460.

Ad #305
Authentic Timber Framed 
Barns. Residential and Com-
mercial Timber Packages. Full 
Service Design - Build Since 
1990, (406) 581-3014 brett@
bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #306
1996 Thor Hurricane Motor 

Home; Livingston; 55.5K Orig-
inal Miles; Ford Chassis; Auto; 
Gas; Very Clean; Good Condi-
tion; Clear Title; $14,500; (406) 
222-0571 Leave Message

Ad #307
ALFALFA/ GRASS ROUNDS- 
1,300 LBS. Nutrient tested. $110 
per ton. Buy 1,000 tons @ $100 
per ton. Monty, (406) 366-0616, 
(406) 428-2464.

Ad #308
Association Executive Director: 
The Montana Newspaper Associ-
ation (MNA), a non-profit orga-
nization representing 85 member 
newspapers and 44 associate 
members, seeks an Executive 
Director. This position will work 
closely with a board of directors 
and will direct operations of the 
133-year- old MNA, its for-prof-
it advertising sales subsidiary 
and the Montana Newspaper 
Foundation. Responsibilities 
include financial planning and 
operations, legislative work, mar-
keting/advertising, seminars and 
conventions, contests, office and 
personnel management, publica-
tions. Successful candidate will 
understand community newspa-
pers, web-based news and adver-
tising, use of social media and 
exhibit strong communications 
and interpersonal skills. Send let-
ter of application, resume, salary 
history and salary expectations 
to Montana Newspaper Associ-
ation, 825 Great Northern Blvd., 
Ste. 202, Helena, MT 59601 or 
email jim@mtnewspapers.com. 
Deadline for applications is No-
vember 1, 2018.

Ad #309
HIRING LIBRARY DIREC-
TOR. LEWISTOWN, MT 
Public Library. Full-time salaried 
position. Contact Lewistown 
Job Service at (406) 538-8701. 
LewistownJSC@mt.gov

Ad #310
Buying Valmar and Gandy 
applicators used. Call Melissa 
at Daily Bread Machinery, (320) 
679-8483 or (763) 286-2037.

Ad #311
Tour Paris, castles, cathedrals 
and vineyards Sept 6-16,2019. 
All flights from Montana, 4- 
star hotels, buffet breakfasts, 
four wine tastings and a French 
cooking lesson!  lindapiccolo@
yahoo.com http://francewithlin-
da.grouptoursite.com

Ad #312
If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertis-
ing works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, service, 
event and business. To get re-
sults, contact this newspaper, or 
the Montana Newspaper Associa-
tion at (406) 443-2850 or email 
stacy@mtnewspapers.com or 
member@mtnewspapers.com. 25 
words for the small investment 
of $149

Place Your Classified
682-7755
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By Rick & Susie Graetz, Uni-
versity of Montana, Department 
of Geography

On Aug. 12, 1805, Meriweth-
er Lewis penned in his jour-
nals, “the road was still plain, 
I therefore did not dispare of 
shortly finding a passage over 
the mountains and of tasting the 
waters of the great Columbia this 
evening. At the distance of four 
miles further the road took us to 
the most distant fountain of the 
waters of the mighty Missouri in 
search of which we have spent so 
many toilsome days in wristless 
nights.” Lewis was describing 
today’s Distant Fountain Spring, 
part of Trail Creek, flowing from 
the east side of the Continental 
Divide at Lemhi Pass. Climbing 
above the trickle, Lewis became 
the first known white man to 
have stepped onto and across the 
Continental Divide.

However, in terms of the 
most distant waters, he was a bit 
off. That honor is reserved for a 
spring and Hellroaring Creek, 
which comes off the Montana 
side of the Continental Divide 
just below 9,846-foot Mount Jef-
ferson at the extreme eastern end 
of the Centennial Range, west 
of Yellowstone National Park. 
Hellroaring has a short life. It is 
hastily consumed by Red Rock 
Creek, which begins just off the 
Divide below Red Rock Moun-
tain at Lillian Lake, 9,000 feet 
above sea level, near Red Rock 
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge.

Standing at Three Forks, 
the headwaters of the Missouri, 
on July 28, 1805, Lewis wrote, 
“Both Capt. C. and myself corri-
sponded in opinion, with rispect, 
to the impropriety of calling 
either of these streams the Mis-
souri and accordingly agreed to 
name them. we called the S.W. 
Fork, that which we meant to as-
cend, Jefferson’s river in honor 
of Thomas Jefferson. the Middle 

fork we called Madison’s River 
in honor of James Madison, and 
the S.E. Fork Gallitian’s river in 
honor of Albert Gallitian.”  For 
whatever reason, Albert’s name 
was corrupted to Gallatin.

At this point, the three trib-
utaries make their presence well 
known. The Madison and Jeffer-
son, each close to 100 feet wide, 
join and cover a short distance 
before meeting the equally broad 
Gallatin. Of all three tributaries, 
the Jefferson, counting its sup-
pliers, drains the largest area and 
the Gallatin the smallest.

Hellroaring and Red Rock 
creeks are the Jefferson’s source. 

Red Rock River falls out of the 
mountains and courses through a 
most beautiful setting, the Cen-
tennial Valley and the Red Rock 
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge. 
Slowing to fill Upper and Lower 
Red Rock lakes, it offers haven 
and nesting ground for species 
such as the trumpeter swan. At 
the western end of the valley, 
the river enters 13-mile-long 
Lima Reservoir. Until this point, 
the river expanded westward. 
Beyond the man-made lake, it 
continues northwesterly until it 
meets Clark Canyon Reservoir 
and the waters of Horse Prairie 
Creek, entering from the west. 

“The Most Distant Fountain 
Spring” as labeled by Lewis, and 
Trail Creek, are at the upper end 
of Horse Prairie.

In the Corps of Discovery’s 
time, Red Rock River and Horse 
Prairie Creek coupled in an area 
the captains christened “Shosho-
ne Cove near their Camp Fortu-
nate (now buried by the waters of 
Clark Canyon Reservoir). From 
this point north to the Three 
Forks, the explorers called the 
entire stream “Jefferson’s river.” 
Today, where the creek and riv-
er convene somewhere under the 
reservoir, the Beaverhead River 
is born and flows forth, switch-

ing in and out of narrow canyons 
and wide valleys before partner-
ing with the Ruby River. A short 
ways beyond the town of Twin 
Bridges it meets the Big Hole 
River. It is from this point that 
the present Jefferson River runs 
to the Three Forks.

The Madison River gains its 
foothold where the Gibbon and 
Firehole rivers meet in western 
Yellowstone National Park. The 
Firehole begins on the Madison 
Plateau and Continental Divide 
just south of Old Faithful near 
Shoshone Lake. During its jour-
ney to meet the Gibbon River at 
the Park’s Madison Junction, it 

runs north through three geyser 
basins.

The Grebe Lake area, north-
west of the Grand Canyon of the 
Yellowstone, gives the Gibbon its 
start. From here it travels west, 
taking in two geyser basins, sev-
eral rapids and an 84-foot plunge 
over Gibbon Falls before joining 
the Firehole at Yellowstone’s 
Madison Junction.

From this confluence, the 
newly made Madison, heading 
west to northwest, passes herds 
of bison and elk before leaving 
the park. It takes a brief rest in 
Hebgen and Quake lakes (site of 
a major earthquake in 1959) be-
fore rushing full of life into the 
spacious Madison Valley, where 
it holds court as one of Mon-
tana’s premiere fly-fishing desti-
nations. Moving north, between 
the Madison and Gravelly moun-
tain ranges, it spreads out in 
Ennis Lake, then squeezes into 
Bear Trap Canyon on its way to 
the Gallatin Valley and its desti-
ny to begin the Missouri.

In the northwest corner of 
Yellowstone National Park, 
Three Rivers Peak and Gallatin 
Lake send off the Gallatin Riv-
er. It tumbles through a beautiful 
valley, then eases into Gallatin 
River Meadows – a favorite for 
backcountry skiers – before leav-
ing the park and wedging itself 
into the constricted and mag-
nificent Gallatin River Canyon, 
formed by steep rises of the Gall-
atin Range looking down from 
the east and the Madison Range 
across the way. The abrupt de-
mise of the canyon southwest of 
Bozeman allows the river to spill 
into the ample and fertile Galla-
tin Valley and on to Three Forks.

A hallmark of southwest 
Montana is its grand valleys 
– sage-filled bottomlands sur-
rounded by distant high peaks. 
The Madison, Gallatin and Jef-
ferson rivers traverse such coun-
try.

Montana’s Greatest Wonder: The Missouri River

The Madison River flows past autumn foliage upstream from Ennis. (Rick and Susie Graetz)

MISSOULA – Nearly nine in 
10 surveyed Montanans said they 
have visited a Montana state park 
and the majority are in search of 
public trails, according to a new 
report from the Institute for Tour-
ism and Recreation Research at the 
University of Montana.

The study was undertaken to 
assist the Montana Parks in Focus 
Commission to better understand 
the extent residents use state parks 
and which outdoor amenities they 
seek.  

The new report finds Montana 
residents who visit state parks visit-
ed 2.81 different state parks on av-
erage in the past year. Sixty-seven 
percent of all surveyed visitors say 
they use parks primarily for day 
use. Meanwhile, 22 percent of sur-
veyed residents prefer to use state 
parks for overnight use, and 11 per-
cent indicated they don’t use state 
parks. The top amenities desired by 
resident state park users are picnic 
shelters, swimming areas, edu-
cation/interpretive programs and 
visitor centers, with trails being the 
most frequently cited.

“Understanding what the resi-
dent state park user desires in their 
parks is paramount to a success-
ful park system,” said Dr. Norma 
Nickerson, director of ITRR. “The 
most frequently cited amenity was 
public trails. However, age plays a 
role in the intensity that Montanans 
desire trails.”

The study split the Montana 

population into three adult-age cat-
egories: 18-35, 36-55, and 56 and 
older.

“What we found is that the 
middle age group could be called 
the ‘average,’ but the other two 
age categories basically want and 
require some very different ameni-
ties,” Nickerson said.  

Everyone wants trails, but 
when looking at overnight visitors 
to Montana State Parks, 95 per-
cent of the 18-35 year olds want 
trails, 88 percent of the 36-55 age 
group want trails, while 77 per-
cent of Montanans 56 and older 
want trails. That is an 18 percent 
“desire” range for trails from the 
younger age group compared to the 
older age group. 

When it comes to spending the 
night in a state park, 85 percent of 
the younger group said they wanted 
tents sites but only 42 percent of the 
older age group wanted tent sites.  
Meanwhile, only 40 percent of the 
younger age group said they want-
ed RV sites while 76 percent of the 
older group would like RV sites. 
While WiFi was generally the least 
desired amenity in state parks, 36 
percent of older overnight visitors 
said they wanted WiFi, 26 percent 
of the middle age group wanted it, 
but only 19 percent of the younger 
overnight visitors said WiFi was a 
desired amenity. 

Age group differences did oc-
cur among day users, but those 
differences were not as stark. The 
only significant differences were 

that younger Montanans were 20 
percent more likely to want swim-
ming areas and 15 percent more 
likely to want playgrounds over 
the older age category. The data 
also show little to no difference be-
tween residents who live in in the 
more mountainous (western) part 
of the state with those who live in 
the less mountainous (eastern) part 
of the state.

Ben Alexander staffs the Mon-
tana Parks in Focus Commission 
and says the information will be 
extremely valuable as the com-
mission works to develop enduring 
recommendations to strengthen 
Montana’s overall state park sys-
tem.

“We wanted to find out what 
Montanans across the state are 
looking for when they visit state 
parks so we can build the park 
system that delivers the best park 
experience to most residents,” Al-
exander said. “It is not surprising 
trails are in high demand, as they 
offer a way to experience our nat-
ural, historical and recreational 
parks, while also connecting our 
parks to nearby towns and sur-
rounding public lands. There is 
something magic in the way parks 
connect us all, and trails appear to 
do that for most state park visitors.” 

Nickerson, who also serves on 

the Parks in Focus Commission, 
says that although trails are the 
most popular, state parks need to 
ensure a variety of recreational ex-
periences are offered for all visitor 
age groups. 

“The message this study sends 
is that there are common types of 
outdoor infrastructure that most 
Montanans are looking for and 
that we should be providing, but 
that we also should be cognizant of 
differences in age and activity type 
when making decisions on fund-
ing or policy decisions,” Nickerson 
said. “It is so easy to get the aver-
age and call it good. In the case of 
this study, the average could be the 
36-55 age group. We also need to 
consider the needs of younger and 
older Montanans.”    

The ITRR study surveyed 
6,193 Montanans ages 18 and old-
er who were intercepted at gas 
stations and rest areas throughout 
the state from April through mid-
June 2018. The data were weighted 
to represent Montana’s population 
and gender.  

More information on the study 
is available at https://scholarworks.
umt.edu/itrr_pubs/372/.  All infor-
mation and reports published by 
ITRR are available online at http://
www.itrr.umt.edu.

Survey finds trails most popular feature 
among Montanans visiting state parks

DILLON —With archery season for deer and elk approach, 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest has some tips for archers 
for safe hunting this fall:

Archery hunters are, by design, good at sneaking up on bears 
unobserved. They also provide bears with an attractive food 
source in the form of gut piles and carcasses. Follow a few pre-
cautions to minimize bear interactions to increase safety while 
hunting this season.

• Be aware of your surroundings at all times. Watch for bear 
sign in the form of scat, tracks, or scratch trees. Be on alert in 
areas of low visibility and by streams which mask noises.

• Bear spray works!  Bear spray produces a large cloud that 
targets a bear’s nose and eyes - its most sensitive areas.  “In 
a study of bear spray incidents in Alaska, spray effectively de-
terred undesirable behavior more than 90% of the time. In 72 
incidents involving 175 people, only three people were harmed, 
none seriously.”

• Calling for elk and deer/elk scents are attractive to bears. 
Bears have approached hunters while calling, and in some areas 
have become attracted to gunshots after learning to associate the 
noise with a carcass or gut pile. Consider leaving scents at home 
when traveling in grizzly country. You can expect to find grizzly 
bears in Southwest Montana, even in areas outside their current 
known range.

• Keep a clean camp. Bears are very smart, have a great 
memory and if they receive a food reward in one camp, they 
may become aggressive as they continue to raid camps. Make 
sure all attractants are placed in a hard-sided vehicle, locked in a 
bear-resistant container, or hung 10 feet up and four feet out from 
any supporting branches. Anything that has a smell or has once 
had a smell needs to be put away.  This includes food, garbage, 
toothpaste, deodorant, blood-covered clothing, and any stock 
feed (except hay without additives).

• Regular coolers are not bear-resistant and must be appropri-
ately stored, even when empty. Check with a local ranger station 
about obtaining bear-resistant containers through the loaner pro-
gram, free of charge.

• If you are fortunate enough to harvest an animal this year, 
gut it immediately and move the gut pile at least 200 yards away 
from any trail. This may help keep the bear away from you and 
your carcass and may also prevent other hunters from stumbling 
on a bear. Remove your kill as soon as possible. If you need to 
leave a carcass on the forest, hang it (10’ up, 4’ out) 100 yards or 
farther from a sleeping area or trail.  If you must leave it on the 
ground make sure it is at least a half mile from any sleeping area 
and 200 yards from a trail. Leave your kill in a place where you 
can view it from 200 yards away as you return.

• Pack tarps for moving gut piles, ropes and a pulley for hang-
ing game.

• Be alert, make noise, hike in groups of three or more, do 
not run if you encounter a bear and stand your ground if charged 
by a bear.

Remember to be fire safe – which means to completely put 
out your campfires before leaving as conditions are still dry on 
the forest.  Keep informed of current fire restrictions by going 
online tohttps://firerestrictions.us/mt/ for more information. 

Also, use motorized vehicles only on designated routes, and 
bring certified weed-free hay and straw.  For information about 
local regulations or bears, go to the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Na-
tional Forest website atwww.fs.usda.gov/bdnf, or stop by a local 
Forest Service office.

Safe archery 
hunting in bear 
country
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PUBLIC NOTICES
SEPTEMBER 20, 2018

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF
MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADISON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
DIANA G. STARK,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2018-20
The undersigned has been appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the above-named es-
tate.  All persons having claims against said 
decedent are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or said claims will 
be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to ROBERT J. 
STARK, the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at P.O. Box 72, Twin Bridg-
es, MT 59754, or filed with the Clerk of the 
above-entitled Court.
Dated:  August 28th, 2018
/S/ ROBERT J. STARK, Personal Represen-
tative
STATE OF MONTANA )
:ss
COUNTY OF Madison )
ROBERT J. STARK, being first duly sworn, 
upon oath, deposes and says:
That he has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 

contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of his knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
/S/ ROBERT J. STARK, 
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 28th day of August, 2018.
/S/ KAREN MCMULLIN
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing at:   Ennis, MT 
My Commission expires: September 14, 2019
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
Pub. Sep. 13, 20, 27, 2018) km
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF DOR-
OTHY A. GATES, Deceased
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Gayle F. 
Schabarker is the personal representative of 
the above-named estate.  All persons having 
claims against the decedent are required to 
present their claims within four months after 

the date of the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever barred.
Claims must be mailed to Gayle F. Schabark-
er, PO Box 42, Ennis, MT 59729.
Dated this 7th day of September 2018.
Gayle F Schabarker
Personal Representative
Pub. Sep. 13, 20, 27, 2018) gs
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF VIRGINIA CITY
Richard Salmonsen has requested a Vari-
ance for roof top solar panels, in the Historical 
Residential District, at 205 Broadway Street, 
Virginia City, Montana.  Public comment will 
be heard at the October 18, 2018 council 
meeting.  The meeting will be at 7:00 pm at 
the Rehearsal Hall, 316 W Idaho Street, Vir-
ginia City
Pub. Sep. 13, 20, 2018) tovc
MNAXLP

PROPOSED BUDGET HEARING
The Preliminary Budget for the Town of Vir-
ginia City, Madison County, Montana, has 
been completed and is on file in the office of 
the town clerk.  There will be a public meet-
ing on September 26, 2018 at 7:00 pm at the 
Town Office, 316 E Wallace St, Virginia City.
Pub. Sep. 13, 20, 2018) tovc
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF CLOSE OF REGULAR 
VOTER REGISTRATION AND OP-
TION FOR LATE REGISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that regular registra-
tion for the General Election to be held on 
November 6, 2018 will close at 5:00 p.m., 
October 9, 2018. All active and inactive elec-
tors of Madison County, are entitled to vote 
at said election. Persons who wish to register 
and who are not presently registered, may 
do so by requesting a form for registration by 
mail or by appearing at the county election 
office prior to the date above. If you have 
moved, please update your registration infor-
mation by filling out a new voter registration 
card and submitting it to the county election 
office.                                
NOTE: Late registration is available, but vot-
ers must appear IN PERSON at the Madison 
County Election Office (103 West Wallace 
Street, Virginia City) in order to register 
and have their ballots issued to them. LATE 
REGISTRATION IS NOT AVAILABLE AT 
POLLING PLACES!  Hours for late regis-
tration are:   
Monday through Friday between 8 am and 
5pm until the Friday before the election (Oc-
tober 10-November 2nd)  
From 8 am until NOON on the day before the 
Election (November 5th)  
From 7 am until 8 pm on Election Day. Inac-
tive electors may reactivate by:  
**appearing at the polling place to vote 
**by requesting an absentee ballot in any 
election **or by notifying the County 
Election Administrator in writing of the elec-

tor’s current address in the county.  DATED 
this 13th day of September, 2018.Madison 
CountyKathleen D. MummeElection Admin-
istrator
(Pub. September 19, 26, & Oct 3, 2018) mccr
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORSMON-
TANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN 
THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
Probate No. DP-29-2018-21 OFJAN LAURIE 
WALLACE, also known asJAN L. WALLACE, 
Deceased.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appointed personal repre-
sentative of the above-named estate.  All 
persons having claims against the said de-
ceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to John Warren, Attorney at Law, P. O. Box 
28, Dillon, MT 59725 or filed with the Clerk of 
the above-entitled Court.   
I declare under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct.DATED Sep-
tember 12, 2018.
/s/ James Collins WallacePersonal Repre-
sentativePersonal Representative’s Attor-
ney:John Warren
P. O. Box 28
Dillon, Montana 59725
(Published September 20, 27, October 4, 
2018) jw
MNAXLP

PUBLIC COMMENT AND PUBLIC 
MEETING NOTICE
The Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) is seeking comments on the 
draft “Madison Nutrient, E. coli, and Metal 
TMDLs and Water Quality Improvement 
Plan,” and will hold a public meeting on Sep-
tember 26, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. to provide in-
formation about the plan, answer questions, 
and accept written comments. The meeting 
will be at the Madison Valley Public Library 
in the Community Room, located at 210 E 
Main Street in Ennis. The document provides 
total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) to help 
address water quality problems related to 
nitrogen, phosphorus, E. coli, copper, iron, 
lead, and selenium concentrations in Elk, Hot 
Springs, Moore, O’Dell Spring, and South 
Meadow creeks, tributaries of the Madison 
River. The document also includes strategies 
for reducing concentrations to meet Mon-
tana’s surface water quality standards, and is 
available on the DEQ web site at http://deq.
mt.gov/Public/publiccomment. An electronic 
copy is also available at the Madison Valley 
Public Library in Ennis. Comments will be ac-
cepted until 5:00 p.m., October 19, 2018, and 
may be mailed to DEQ, Water Protection Bu-
reau, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620, 
or submitted electronically at http://comment.
cwaic.mt.gov/. For more information, please 
contact Christina Staten at (406) 444-2836 or 
CStaten@mt.gov. 
(Published September 20, 2018) deq
MNAXLP

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

$14.99 monthly lease fee for equipment and Wi-Fi modem. Internet speeds 
and availability may vary based on location and are not guaranteed.

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

 GET DISH TV 
2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE

MBPS

$4999
/mo.From

Paid for by the Committee to Stop I-186 to Protect Miners and Jobs.  
P.O. Box 1585 | Helena, Montana 59624, Bruce Vincent, Treasurer

VOTE NO on I-186
www.StopI186.com

Balance: That’s the Montana Way.
I-186 would upset that balance, block new mines, 

and threaten Montana jobs and communities.

Environmental 
Protection

Economic 
Prosperity
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we invite you to join 
our end-of-season

SPORTS

Sheridan’s Panthers win big at home
SHERIDAN – According to 

Coach Mike Wetherbee, the had 
a big win at home against the 
Heart Butte Warriors.

The Panthers opened the first 
quarter with a 26 to 13 lead and 
never looked back as they rolled 
to a 64-25 win over the visiting 
Heart Butte Warriors in their 
first home game of the year. 

Moxon Lee was impressive 
with 85 yards on the ground and 
two touchdowns and another 338 
yards in the air and 7 touchdown 
passes.  Three of those were to 
Jason Chisholm who had three 
catches for 120 yards and three 

touchdowns.
The standout stat for the 

coaching staff behind the of-
fense was the defense holding the 
Warriors scoreless in the second 
half of the game.  This was an 
impressive win for the Panthers 

who host the Noxon Red Devils 
for their homecoming game this 
Friday at 7:00 Pm on the Sheri-
dan Field.

Quarter Scoring: Sheridan/
Heart Butte - 26/13, 18/0, 20/0, 
0/25

Stats Leaders for Sheridan
• Moxon Lee - 8 rushes for 85 

yards 2 touchdowns
• Jack Gilman - 12 rushes for 

85 yards 
Receiving
• Jason Chisholm- 3 catches 

for 120 yards 3 touchdowns
• Hartson  VanHouten - 6 

Catches for 120 yards 1 touch-

down
• Jack Gilman- 4 catches for 

75 yards 1 touchdown
• Kaiden Batzler - 2 catches 

for 13 yards 2 touchdowns
Defensive Leaders
• Jack Gilman - 5 tackles 4 

assists 
• Moxon Lee - 4 tackles 7 as-

sists 
• Hartson VanHouten - 7 

tackles 1 assists 1 Interception, 1 
Fumble recovery

• Cade McParland  - 3 tackles 
6 assists.

ENNIS—The lady Mus-
tangs volleyball team contin-
ued a successful September 
on Thursday, September 13, 
defeating the Twin Bridges 
Falcons in three sets of 25-
16, 25-9 and 25-20.

Senior Jourdain Klein led 
Ennis in aces (three), kills 
(14) and blocks (five), while 
fellow senior Whitney McK-
itrick added five kills, 14 as-
sists, two blocks and seven 
digs. Alyssa West added two 
aces and Riley Robinson had 
10 assists.

Twin Bridges was led by 

Riah Edsall with four kills 
and two blocks, while Anna 
Kaiser added three assists, 
three aces and two more 
blocks. Clancy Phillips had 
seven digs, which helped 
Twin to close hard in the 
third set, only falling by five 
points.

Both Twin Bridges and 
Ennis will play again on 
September 22: Twin Bridges 
in their homecoming-week 
match against White Sulphur 
Springs and Ennis with an 
away match at Drummond.

Mustang volleyball 
continues hot streak

Volleyball action...

The photos above show the Harrison High School Lady Wildcats volleyball team in action.

Above - Harrison playing Sheridan. No. 5 is Rosie Chater, No. 3 is Maddison Christiansen and No. 
9 is Dana Lerum. 

Right - Harrison playing West Yellowstone, No. 10 is Aleena Bacon and No. 13 is Kayley Chris-
tensen. 

Date: Wednesday, October 3rd
Location: West Yellowstone High School

Time: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

In Loving Memory of
T h eo  Y .  W a l k e r

F e b  4 ,  1 9 4 8  -  a u g  2 8 ,  2 0 1 8

It is with heavy hearts that we share the passing of our beloved 
friend, daughter, sister, mother and wife; 

a true humanitarian if ever there was one.
Theo enlightened a lot of lives in her time with us whether she 

was hosting guests at the T lazy b ranch or drawing blood at the 
Sheridan hospital she was always living in the present moment. 

In recent years she formally practiced Qi gong/Tai Chi. With great 
attention, her whole life became a meditation. 

She left a legacy of loving-kindness, as we have all been honored by 
her compassionate actions. let us gather together to celebrate her life 

in the same manner.

a ceremony will be held at the T lazy b ranch on 
Sunday, october 14 at 12:30 pm 

all are Welcome.
Please bYoC (bring Your own Chair)

In lieu of flowers please send a swatch of fabric* for a memory quilt to:
T lazy b ranch

540 Jack Creek road
ennis MT 59729

*fabrics of any size or color, just something that reminds you of her
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Nathan Nutter, Minister of Music and Youth

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
(dinner provided)

Kids Club (K-6): 5:30-7:30pm
Youth Group (7-12): 6-8pm

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
When our thoughts are 

filled with the bitterness of 
this world, let us turn our 
eyes to the sweetness of 
God’s compassion and 

He will send us 
heavenly calm!

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 
you plan to dine in.

- Friday, September 21 - Sheppard’s pie, salad & 
roll, dessert pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

- Thursday, September 20 - breakfast burrito, fruit, 
“happy birthday” cake

- Friday, September 21 - Sheppard’s pie, salad & 
roll, dessert pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

- Monday, September 24 - taco salad, dessert, mah-
jong at 1 p.m. 

- Tuesday, September 25 - turkey ala king over bis-
cuit, dessert, play pan at 1 p.m. 

- Wednesday, September 26 - meatloaf & mashers, 
veggies, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

- Thursday, September 27 - potato corn chowder, 
salad & cornbread, dessert.

- Friday, September 28 - shrimp tacos, corn  & bean 
salad, fruit, dessert,  pinochle at 12:45 p.m. 

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located 

at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star 
to Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-
5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-

niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors 
may choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for 
$3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered 
meals are within the city limits of Sheridan and should 
be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-
5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tues-
day & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

- Tuesday, Sept.. 25 – Cheeseburger, fries, dessert
- Thursday, Aug. 16 – Pot roast with potatoes, car-

rots, roll and dessert

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated.

- Friday, September 21 - Swiss Steak, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, salad, dessert

- Monday, September 24 -  Stuffed Pork Roast, 
roasted root vegies, salad, pumpkin roll

- Wednesday, September26 -  Meatloaf, mashed po-
tatoes, gravy, veggie, salad, dessert

- Friday, September28 - Fish Sticks, mac and cheese, 
veggie tray, fruit bowl, desser

HELENA - Montana has an 
estimated 36,500 women-owned 
businesses, employing 34,400 
and attributing to roughly $4,65 
million according to the eighth 
annual State of Women-Owned 
Businesses Report, commis-
sioned by American Express, a 
comprehensive report released 
today, analyzing data from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s Survey of 
Business Owners and factoring 
in relative changes in Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP).

New this year, the report 

looks back to 1972, the first time 
the U.S. Census Bureau provid-
ed data on minority- and wom-
en-owned businesses.

Nationally, the number of 
women-owned businesses in-
creased a dramatic 31 times 
since 1972 --from 402,000 to 
12.3 million in 2018. Employ-
ment during that time grew 40-
fold from 230,000 to 9.2 million, 
and revenues rose from $8.1 
billion to $1.8 trillion, 217 times 
greater.

Montana is ranked 35th 

in growth of number of wom-
en-owned firms since 2007 with 
a 29.9 percent increase, 22nd in 
growth of jobs created with a 
20.5 percent increase and 24th in 
growth of firm revenues with a 
37percent increase. 

That being said, Montana 
ranks 29th in economic clout – 
a ranking of all 50 states (plus 
Washington, DC) by the com-
bined growth rates of wom-
en-owned businesses for number 
of firms, employment and reve-
nues.

Women owned business trends

HELENA— The Office of 
Public Instruction has released 
Montana’s 2017-2018 statewide 
assessment results which show 
little variation over last year. 

Montana’s statewide assess-
ments are the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment (SBAC) for grades 
3 through 8 and the ACT for 
high school students.

The most recent data shows 
a 5-year trend of slight declines 
in ACT composite scores while 
more high school students are 
taking the ACT each year. 

SBAC has been adminis-
tered for 3 years and has shown 
little variation with increasing 
numbers of students taking the 
assessment each year.

The 2018 average ACT com-

posite score in Montana was 
19.6 compared to 19.7 in 2017 
and 20.0 in 2016. 

The ACT is taken by high 
school juniors and is also con-
sidered a measure of college 
readiness. The required com-
posite score to enter Montana’s 
University System is 22.0, 
which only 33 percent of stu-
dents achieved.

For elementary and middle 
school students, the 2018 SBAC 
scores showed that 41.5 percent 
were at or above proficiency in 
math which is a slight increase 
from 2017 scores which were 
41.2 percent but slightly lower 
than 2016’s level of 41.8 per-
cent.

In the English Language 
Arts portion, 50.5percent of 
students were at or above pro-
ficiency which is a slight in-
crease from the previous two 
years’ levels of 50.3percent and 
50.1percent.

“Federally mandated test 
results do not represent the 
academic potential of each in-
dividual student, but they do 
show where we can work as a 
state to better prepare all Mon-
tana students to be college and 
career ready,” State Superinten-
dent Elsie Arntzen said Thurs-
day. “We must ensure that ALL 

Montana students succeed.”
At-risk student groups such 

as English Language Learners 
(ELLs), special education stu-
dents, economically disadvan-
taged students, and American 
Indian students continue to 
underperform compared to the 
all-student average. The OPI 
is working to provide compre-
hensive and targeted supports 
to schools through the federal 
Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) to ensure that all Mon-
tana students are served and 
have the opportunity to suc-
ceed.

Work is already underway 
with new school improvement 
plans developed at the local 
level for consistently under-
performing schools as well as 
targeted professional develop-
ment for educators to serve spe-
cific student populations. As 
required under ESSA, the OPI 
will be releasing “school report 
cards” in December which will 
be very viewer-friendly for par-
ents and community members.

The complete 2018 assess-
ment results as well as previous 
year’s data and local data can 
be found on OPI’s GEMS web-
site: https://gems.opi.mt.gov/
St udentAchievement / Pages/
Overview.aspx

State Assessment Results: Little variation from 2017
ACT slight 

decline, SBAC 
little change
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Thursday September 20
Eat, Drink and be Merry, Butte
The Butte-Silver Bow Archives 

is hosting two presentations on a se-
lection of photographs from the C.O. 
Smithers Collection. “Eat, Drink 
and be Merry” will run at noon and 
7 p.m. in the large auditorium at 17 
W. Quartz St. Guests are invited to 
bring a bag lunch. 

Madison Valley Artifacts Pre-
sentation, Ennis

Madison Valley History As-
sociation presents Darlene Neville 

Rochez, speaking on artifacts of 
the Chowning, Ennis and Jeffers 
families. 4 p.m. at the Ennis Senior 
Center.

Gravelly Landscape Collabora-
tive Meeting, Alder

Meeting to discuss the Green-
horn Project update and a Tobacco 
Roots Landscape Conditions pre-
sentation. For more information visit 
gravellylandscapecollaborative.org. 
5:30-8 p.m. at the Alder Community 
Center, 29 Upper Ruby Road. 

Friday September 21
Evening of Art, Ennis
Cattleman Gallery, Artists on 

Main, Black Jack Ranch Gallery 
and Gallery 287 will be hosting an 
evening of art from 5-8 p.m. along 
Ennis’s Main Street.

Saturday September 22
Flea Market, Ennis
Come on down to the Buck-

board, the Ennis Antique Mall, for 
an outdoor flea market. Sell your 
stuff or search for a treasure! $25 

for a space to sell. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Call 406-570-6462 for information.

Season Closing Party at the 
Bale of Hay, Virginia City

Legendary Bluesman Dave 
Walker playing all his favorite 
music to delight the whole crowd. 
8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the Bale of Hay 
Saloon.

Wednesday September 26
Banned Books Week Brown 

Bag Lunch, Butte
The Butte Archives and Butte 

Public Library will celebrate 
Banned Books Week in a pre-
sentation from Shari Curtis and 
David Abrams, with readings from 
banned books by two interns from 
The Root and The Bloom. Presen-
tation at noon at the Butte Archives; 
guests encouraged to bring a sack 
lunch.

Thursday September 27
Mad Gals Fall Kickoff, Ennis
Fall kickoff lunch and meeting. 

Social at noon, lunch at 12:30 at the 
Alley Bistro in Ennis. RSVP by 
Monday, September 24 if you plan 
to “bring a friend.” 

Friday September 28
Managing Type 2 Diabetes, 

Ennis
Registered Nurse Janet How-

ard-Ducsay will speak at the Mad-
ison Valley Public Library about 
treating Type 2 Diabetes. Lecture 
will be about 45 minutes with time 
for questions, sponsored by Friends 
of the Library. 11 a.m. at Madison 
Valley Public Library.

Saturday September 29
Paul Boruff Concert, Virginia 

City
The Elling House Arts & Hu-

manities Center is proud to present 
Paul Boruff! Paul has traveled 
and performed all over the world 
from London to Dover, Zurich to 
Gdansk and Amsterdam to Paris. 
His expansive repertoire transcends 
the barriers of age and culture. Paul 
sings from the heart and plays from 
the soul. Tickets are $10 per person 
and can be purchased at the door; 7 
p.m. at 404 E. Idaho Street.

norris hot springs

Fri 9/21 Aaron BAnField
Singer/Slangwriter

Sat 9/22 Wind and the Willows  
Folk

Sun 9/23 Weston lewis
Accoustic RockMu
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hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

th, FRi, MOn: 4PM-10PM  | SAt & Sun: 10AM-10PM 
clOSed tueS & Wed

    hOuRS:SPRinG/SuMMeR

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

50 Mile Grill

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

Children's Story & Craft Time for babies, Virginia 
City

Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 
Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 8:30 a.m.

Meetings at 9 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

Madison Meadows Ladies Golf Assn. 
Thursday play 9 a.m. (morning league) 5:30 p.m. 

(evening league), May - Sept.

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
alpha PG-13

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Operation Finale (PG-13), The House With a Clock in the Walls (PG)

Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm
come join the Fun, Listen to some great music and enjoy 

spirits with a western FLavor!!

Friday, sept 21st: mike comstock

Friday sept 28th: rod morrison

Friday, oct 5th: FuLL ey codeed

Friday, oct 12th: LeFt For dead 
ask about our weekLy bottLing parties

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

High Country Irrigation, 
Landscaping and Nursery

2258 Hwy 287, Alder  •  842-5543  • Licensed & Insured

www.highcountryirrigation.com

Every Saturday and Sunday beginning 
September 29th through October 28th.

Huge Straw Maze, Fresh Pumpkin Donuts, 24 Ft Slide, 
Train Rides, Pumpkin Patch, Corn pit and more! 

Fun for all ages.

Group Reservations are encouraged.

The patch is back!
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