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TWIN BRIDGES—After being twice delayed due to weather, 
the Twin Bridges Falcons played a challenge game against the Arlee 
Warriors in Deer Lodge on Wednesday evening, February 27.

Arlee was the runner up at the divisional championships, which 
took place in Butte February 21-23. But, since Twin Bridges, who 
placed third, didn’t play Arlee in the tournament, they were allowed 
to challenge and play the Warriors in an attempt to sweep their state 
championship berth out from under them.

The Warriors were the state champions last year and were ranked 
second in Class C behind Manhattan Christian, who defeated them 
in this year’s divisional championship. Manhattan also handed Twin 
Bridges their first loss of the season at the divisional tournament.

The Falcons brought their A game on Wednesday evening, eager 
to claw their way into a state bound spot they more than deserve after 
the stellar season they’ve had.

By halftime Twin Bridges would be leading 29-23, keeping the 
momentum that has served them so well since December. But that 
momentum wouldn’t be enough as Arlee began slowly narrowing that 
lead. 

“We were hitting some big shots from the three-point line,” says 
senior Daniel Kruer. “Then they made some changes and held us to 
passing and shooting, and kept us from making those threes in the 
second half.”

Twin Bridges juniors Bryce Nye and Jake Hughes would lead the 
Falcons with 13 points each, but Arlee’s Cody Tanner would score 10 
points in the final quarter, and with just seconds to play it would be 
51-48 with Arlee in the lead.

But then Kruer, who has been one of Twin Bridges’ top scorers all 
season long, sank the three-point shot that would tie the game. 

“I got the ball and just tuned everybody out,” he laughs. “It’s my 
senior year and I knew we were down by three. I thought, it’s the 
last shot I’ll ever take if we lose, and just kind of put up a hope and a 
prayer.” And his prayers were answered. They were tied 51-51.

ABOVE – Twin Bridges’ Daniel Kruer goes for a basket against an 
Arlee defender at the divisional challenge game in Deer Lodge 
on Wednesday, February 27. The Falcons lost to Arlee by one 
point, just missing out on a berth in the state tournament. (G. 
Banks)

Everything
they had

Twin Bridges boys just miss
state championship berth

TWIN continued on A2

MADISON COUNTY—
There’s no need for us to say it; if 
you live in Madison County, you 
know it snowed a lot last week. 
The adage about March coming 
in like a lion is ringing true in 
2019.

Across most of the county 
residents woke up to as much as 
20 inches last week, with wind-
blown drifts rising much higher. 
The Madison River demonstrat-
ed its legendary gorging capa-
bilities, running over Highway 
287 south of Ennis, while farther 
north gorges were also seen on 
the Gallatin and Missouri rivers. 

Just last week, Montana 
Highway Patrol reported nearly 
600 vehicle crashes across the 
state that were weather-related. 
Most of those were slide-off ac-
cidents, along with dozens of 
jackknifed semi-trucks. Madison 
County had around 30 accidents, 
nearly half of which were snow- 
and ice-caused. 

“Most of the stuff we’ve seen 
has been preventable, by slow-
ing down and taking some extra 
time, or just not driving unless 
you really have to,” says Ennis 
police chief John Moore.

Montana law enforcement 
gets plenty of practice responding 
in winter conditions each year, 
but Moore says it’s more chal-
lenging when a lot of snow falls 
at once as happened last week

“This year it seems like we’ve 
gotten all of our snow within 
about a week,” he says. “The 
highway and county crews and 
public works are doing a great 

job getting the roads cleared as 
fast as they can but it’s just a lot 
of snow. And eventually you run 
into the question of where to put 
it all.”

The Montana Department of 
Transportation has around 700 
maintenance personnel working 
to clear ice and snow off Mon-
tana’s 25,000 miles of highway. 
The state takes care of highways, 

but each county is responsible for 
its side roads. Each of Madison 
County’s three districts has its 
own road crew and snowplows, 
but while they were out plowing 
last week good Samaritans came 
out all over the Madison and 
Ruby valleys to make riding out 
the storm easier.

Snow brings out good and bad around Madison County

On Tuesday, February 26, nearly a third of Harrison’s high school students went out of their way 
to shovel the driveway of a home belonging to the grandparents of a Harrison graduate, who 
were returning from a hospital trip. The students shoveled and loaded snow into pickup trucks 
so Paul and Gloria Hurtgen could safely return to their home. (F. Hofman)

Tough travel and 
good neighbors

VIRGINIA CITY—After a weather delay that gave competitors 
a few extra days to study the word list, the Madison County spelling 
bee was held at the county administrative building in Virginia City 
on Monday, March 4.

W-I-N-N-E-R

Reagan Colyer
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Harrison’s Dana Lerum triumphs in 
county spelling bee

Harrison 8th-grader Dana Lerum (left) and Twin Bridges 
6th-grader Allie Dale (right) were winner and runner-up, in the 
Madison County spelling bee on Monday, March 4. (R. Colyer)

BEE continued on A2

ENNIS—Ennis Community Children’s’ School was the 
recipient of a $3,500 grant last week that will help with several 
projects, including a remodel of the preschool’s playground.

The donation came from the Virginia City Elks Lodge #390 
on Thursday, February 21, where young students watched as 
Elks treasurer Ken Shields presented the check to the school’s 
staff.

“This doesn’t really look like money, does it?” Sheilds 
asked the students, holding up the check. “But it represents 
money, and it’s going to help put a new playground outside!” 

That earned cheers from the whole student body. The mon-
ey will also help to renovate ECCS’s roof and floors.

 “Our Lodge was pleased to present ECCS this donation 
towards replacing the school’s flooring and roof,” said Shields 
after presenting the check. “ECCS’s service to community 
families is greatly appreciated by the Elks.”

SNOW continued on A2

ECCS receives $3,500 
grant from Elks Lodge

Funds will acquire flooring, roof, 
playground works

ECCS continued on A3

When Ken Shields (right) of the Virginia City Elks Lodge, 
showed ECCS students the $3,500 Elks check for preschool 
improvements, they didn’t think it looked like money. (R. 
Colyer)
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Neighbors shoveled the 
sidewalks of churches and pre-
schools in Ennis while others at-
tached snowplows to the fronts 
of pickup trucks or towed out 
neighbors who had ended up 
in a ditch. But in Harrison, the 
winter cold was no match for the 
warm hearts that helped an el-
derly neighbor.

Gloria and Paul Hurtgen live 
in Norris and were preparing to 
return home from a trip to the 
hospital when last week’s storm 
hit. When the situation reached 
the ears of Harrison students, 
nearly a third of the high school 
drove to Norris on a zero-degree 
morning to dig out the couple’s 
driveway by hand, using snow 
shovels to load a driveway’s 
worth of snow into the beds of 
pickup trucks so the Hurtgen’s 
wouldn’t even have to worry 
about snow drifts in their yard. 

The story was later picked 
up by a Billings news page and 
ended up on Facebook, where 
the earned praise from across 
the country for their selfless act.

“So very proud of these kids 
and their parents and teachers,” 
one commenter wrote. “Way to 
go, Harrison!”

“We have great kiddos here,” 

wrote another. “And the couple 
they are doing snow removal for 
is such a special couple. Wildcat 
proud!”

But in the end, one com-
ment summed up all of Madi-
son County during last week’s 
storm, and the willingness of 

residents to help those in need.
“There is nothing better than 

small town Montana!”

SNOW  continued from A1:       Deep snow, cold brings out the best in Madison County residents

MADISON COUNTY – Despite Feb-
ruary’s big wallop of snow, despite cold 
deep enough to stymie car batteries and 
spread the Madison River’s ice gorging 
further upstream, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration  (NOAA) 
forecasters are calling for El Nino again, a 
climate pattern likely to continue through 
spring.

While the El Nino is again expected to 
be weak – this winter’s El Nino, perhaps 
what kept Madison County out of heavy 
snows until the end of January was also 
deemed weak by NOAA standards – it may 
bring wetter conditions across the southern 
half of the U.S. during the coming months.

“El Nino conditions across the equa-
torial Pacific have come together, and we 
can now announce its arrival,” said Mike 
Halpert, deputy director, NOAA’s Climate 
Prediction Center, and ENSO forecaster. 
“While sea surface temperatures are above 
average, current observations and climate 
models indicate that this El Nino will be 
weak, meaning we do not expect signifi-
cant global impacts through the remainder 
of winter and into the spring.” 

Forecasters say there is about a 55-per-
cent chance that El Nino conditions will 
continue through the spring.

Scientists say that some of the 
above-normal precipitation this winter in 
parts of the West is related to subseason-
al variability attributed to another climate 
phenomena, the Madden Julian Oscillation 
(MJO), rather than El Nino influences. The 
MJO can trigger enhanced rainfall along 
the West Coast.

El Nino is a natural, ocean-atmo-
spheric phenomenon marked by warm-
er-than-average sea surface temperatures 
in the central Pacific Ocean near the equa-
tor. Typical El Nino patterns during winter 
and early spring include below-average 
precipitation and warmer-than-average 
temperatures along the northern tier of the 
U.S., and above-normal precipitation and 
cooler conditions across the South. While 
impacts vary during each El Nino event, 
NOAA regularly provides temperature 
and precipitation outlooks for the seasons 
ahead.

Last winter, La Nina took effect in 
October 2017 and lasted through April 
2018 before a return to neutral conditions. 
NOAA scientists will continue to monitor 
the El Nino and will issue the next monthly 
update on March 14, 2019.

MONTANA – Governor Steve Bullock yes-
terday evening (Feb. 26) issued an executive 
order declaring a state of energy emergency 
that will make it easier for carriers to supply 
much-needed propane, heating oil, and diesel 
fuel during harsh winter conditions.

“Montana’s winter weather can pose a seri-
ous threat to the livelihood of Montanans who 
depend on propane and heating oil,” Governor 
Bullock said. “This executive order will ensure 
the timely and necessary delivery of petroleum 
products so that Montanans can stay warm in 
their homes.”

Deliveries to individual homes and busi-
nesses are being delayed by extreme road con-
ditions and deep snow.

The signing of this executive order tempo-
rarily suspends “hours of service” regulations 
for carriers actively involved in transporting 
propane, heating oil, and diesel fuel to com-
munities across Montana. The order requires 
that carriers and commercial drivers operate 
their commercial motor vehicles in a safe and 
prudent manner, and that “hours of service” re-
quirements must be followed if a driver needs 
immediate rest.

El Nino to make a return through springtime Gov. Bullock declares energy 
emergency to ensure 

Montanans stay warm

Then, with just 1.8 seconds 
left in the game, Arlee was up 
for a free throw. After outscor-
ing Twin Bridges 29-22 in the 
second half, Arlee had the cool 
when it counted, and Darshan 
Bolen would sink the single point 
that stood between Twin Bridges 
and the state championship.

The Falcons ended their sea-
son with one of the best records 
in school history, 24-2. 

Ranked fifth in the state 
heading into the divisional tour-
nament, the only two losses they 
saw the entire season were to the 
two best teams in Class C basket-
ball.

“It was a fight,” says head 
coach Josh Keller. “I thought we 
were very well prepared with a 
great game plan. Our guys came 
out and executed it very well. But 

Arlee plays great defense, and 
they made it really tough.”

From the very beginning of 
the season, Keller knew his team 
had what it takes to go all the 
way to the state tournament.

“From the pre-season and 
the work we put in, we knew we 
were a good team and definitely 
capable,” he says. “It’s one of 
those things that’s out there, but 
is it really realistic and achiev-
able? But we were able to do it. 
For us to go through and beat all 
the teams we did just shows what 
these guys are made of and how 
tough they are.”

The Achilles heel on Wednes-
day night, Keller says, was the 13 
points Twin gave up in rebounds. 
The Arlee Warriors will go on to 
play Scobey, the top seed out of 
the Eastern C division, on March 

7 in Billings. Manhattan Chris-
tian will play Fairview, the sec-
ond seed from the Eastern divi-
sion, and it wouldn’t be a stretch 
to assume that this year’s state ti-
tle game will look much the same 
as last year’s, when Manhattan 
fell to Arlee by just eight points. 

But one thing’s for sure: The 
Falcons gave everything they 
had on Wednesday, just as they 
have all season. While it may be 
a bittersweet end for Kruer, who 
has played for Twin Bridges all 
four years of his high school ca-
reer, Nye and Hughes will both 
return next year and they already 
have some goals.

“For sure one of them is to get 
to the state championship,” says 
Nye. “Knowing that Manhat-
tan will still be as good as they 
are, all summer we’ll be working 

very hard. We want to not only 
make it to the state tournament 
but win it all.”

Arlee will also be making the 
jump to Class B next year, mean-
ing it could be that much easier 
for Twin to take one of those two 
state qualifier spots. But they 
don’t care how easy it might be; 
for the Falcons, there are no ex-
cuses. Both Nye and Hughes will 
likely skip this spring’s track 
season in favor of additional 
basketball training to make sure 
they’re ready.

And if they’re able to pick up 
where they left off, there’s little 
doubt as to where the Falcons 
will be headed when the 2020 
state tournament comes around. 

TWIN  continued from A1:       Twin Bridges boys basketball give their all for shot at state title

Twenty-one students represented Alder, Harrison, Ennis, 
Sheridan and Twin Bridges at the bee, ranging in age from 
4th to 8th grade. Superintendent of schools Pam Birkeland 
acted as master of ceremonies, while Leona Stredwick read 
and pronounced words and Megan Ellis, Marilyn Jenkins 
and Jody Sprout acted as judges.

After a reading of the rules and a practice round to ease 
some of the jitters, the bee began in earnest. Round one 
eliminated only four competitors, but as the words became 
more difficult the weeding-out accelerated. Eleven spellers 
were eliminated in round two, leaving only six advancing to 
the third round, which halved the field again and left only 
three heading into round four.

Harrison eighth grader Dana Lerum advanced, while 
sixth graders Allie Dale of Twin Bridges and Jacob Mann of 
Sheridan both misspelled their words.

But Lerum still had to spell one last championship word 
to claim the trophy, and it came in the form of “excise.” 
After asking Stredwick for the definition, Lerum breezed 
through the word to claim the title. 

Dale and Mann had a spell-off to determine the run-
ner-up, and with “crochet,” Dale clinched the second-place 
spot.

With her victory, Dana Lerum earned the chance to rep-
resent Madison County at the state spelling bee, which will 
take place at Rocky Mountain College in Billings on March 
16. In case Lerum cannot attend the state bee, Dale will take 
her place. Lerum also earned $50 donated by local sponsors, 
while Dale took home a $25 prize.

Winners of the state bee will move on to the Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee in National Harbor, Maryland in May. 

BEE  continued from A1:       County spelling bee draws a large crowd to support scholars

Madison County superintendent of schools Pam Birkeland presents spell-
ing bee champion Dana Lerum of Harrison with a trophy and a $50 prize 
at Monday’s spelling bee in Virginia City. Lerum will represent Madison 
County at the state spelling bee later this month. (R. Colyer)
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CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA) CLASS
APRIL 15, 2019 – APRIL 26, 2019

8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
75 HOURS ($750 VALUE)

Let us pay for your education!
Become a member of our TEAM!  

Madison Valley Manor and Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center have a 
limited number of openings for those interested in a career in healthcare.  

Get paid while you learn.

If you are interested in becoming a CNA please contact Christine 
Depres, Director of Nursing

Madison Valley Manor 682-7271 
OR 

Randy Arbour, Director of Nursing 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 842-5600

Deadline for applications is April 5, 2019

Looking for a career 
instead of a job?

WE CAN 
HELP YOU START 

YOUR 
CAREER IN 

HEALTHCARE!

ECCS has been planning im-
provements to its playground for 
nearly a year, with plans to turn 
it into a new Outdoor Learning 
Environment (OLE). As a par-
ticipant in the Montana STARS 
program, which provides guide-
lines to help facilitate the best 
possible early childhood devel-
opment, the school realized its 
current outdoor space didn’t pro-
vide all the appropriate learning 
activities that facilitate develop-
ment of children under age 7.

The renovation will ensure 
that all ECCS students can ac-

cess activities that are both en-
tertaining and developmentally 
beneficial. The plan is to install 
a play structure with slides, a 
balancing board, a rock wall and 
monkey bars, and a separate out-
door musical instrument area. 
All the additions promote both 
cognitive and motor skills in 
young children. 

In addition to the ECCS do-
nation, the Virginia City Elks 
Lodge #390 has been a long-
time supporter of the Thomp-
son-Hickman Madison County 
Library playground, the Virgin-

ia City ball park, the Virginia 
City ice rink, Jackson’s Garden 
in Sheridan, the Sheridan VFW 
Post and the Virginia City Rural 
Fire Department. 

“The donations to those or-
ganizations come from the State 
and National Associations,” re-
ported Virginia City Elks grant 
writer, Micki Benedict.

The Virginia City lodge hosts 
a number of community and hol-
iday events, has nearly 150 mem-
bers and also provides scholar-
ships to local students.

ECCS  continued from A1:       Elks donate $3,500 for school

ECCS hopes to replace its current playground with a new outdoor learning environment, com-
plete with a rock wall, jungle gym and musical instruments to help young children in both cogni-
tive and motor development.  (R. Colyer)

TWIN BRIDGES—A semi-trailer transporting 
64 head of cattle jackknifed and rolled off of High-
way 41 on Wednesday, February 27, resulting in the 
deaths of two of those cattle and the closure of the 
highway for several hours.

The semi-tractor crashed just after 12 noon, ac-
cording to the Madison County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, near mile marker 21 south of Twin Bridges. 

Madison County sheriff’s deputies responded, 

as well as Madison County Department of Emer-
gency Services personnel, Montana Highway 
Patrol and ambulance services. The driver of the 
semi-tractor was not injured in the crash and the 
cattle were herded into a nearby field after being 
unloaded from the tipped trailer.

Both lanes of Highway 41 were closed follow-
ing the accident and did not reopen until after 5 
p.m. Wednesday evening. 

Until the road reopened, traffic was periodically 
allowed to pass going in alternating directions.

Semi crash closes Highway 41

Wednesday crash involved trailer hauling 64 head of cattle

A semi-tractor hauling 64 head of yearling cattle jackknifed and rolled on Wednesday, February 
27, south of Twin Bridges on Highway 41. The highway was closed for several hours, but the driver 
of the truck was unharmed. Two cattle died as a result of the crash. (R. Colyer)

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

HELENA – The Madison River Negotiat-
ed Rule Making Committee is in the process of 
writing the plan and rules for all recreational use 
on the Madison River. The Madison River Nego-
tiated Rulemaking Committee (NRC) is incorpo-
rating the interests of all stakeholders, according 
to their problem statement. They had two meet-
ings on February 19 and 20 in Bozeman.

Below are the meeting notes of the two day 
meeting from an a Board of Directors member.

- Most of the first meeting was spent by the 
committee on two tasks. First, examining the va-
lidity of letters from organizations to add mem-
bership to the committee. Supported letters to 
expand the committee came from the Fishing 
Outfitters Association of Montana, the Montana 
Outfitters and Guides Association, and the Ennis 
Chamber of Commerce. The Fishing Outfitters 
Association of Montana, and the Montana Out-
fitters and Guides Association letters were dis-
counted because they did not fit the requirements 
of a formal petition. The letter from the Ennis 
Chamber of Commerce was accepted for discus-
sion as it named an individual and passably fit 
the petition format.  They decided to vote on the 
addition of a commercial business owner mem-
ber the second day of the meeting. The remainder 
of the first day was spent on the formulation of a 
problem statement.

- The second day started with a discussion on 
defining the consensus decision-making process 
for the committee. The vote to expand the com-

mittee was put off again until a lawyer from the 
Fish Wildlife and Parks could weigh in on the 
legal process for the process. This did not happen 
until the end of the day. The agreed upon defini-
tion of consensus is: Everyone on the committee 
must agree or can live with a decision in order to 
add a member or any rule is made. 

There was discussion about adding a Cham-
ber of Commerce Commercial Business Member 
to the committee. During this discussion Lauren 
Wittorp, the Executive Director of the Madison 
River Foundation and a committee member, went 
on record saying “(Madison River Foundation’s) 
membership is made up of business owners. I 
have a handle on the business interests of Ennis.” 
The vote was taken and the Ennis Chamber of 
Commerce member was not added because it had 
to be a unanimous vote.

The day ended with the completion of the 
problem statement and a list of objectives to ad-
dress.

The next two meetings of the committee will 
be March 6 and 7 in Ennis at the Sportsman’s 
conference room. These meetings start at 9 am 
and are all day. There is a public comment period 
starting at 4 p.m. We encourage business owners 
to attend and voice their opinions.

This committee will have a direct impact on 
our tourist based economy.

For more information and to get meeting 
notes/recordings, please contact FWP’s Fisheries 
Division at 406-444-2449.

Update on the Madison River 
Negotiated Rulemaking Committee

NORRIS – Norris Hot 
Springs has the following mu-
sic available during Marchch:

• Friday, March 1 – Joe 
Schwem plays a mix of origi-
nal music and eclectic music, 
Americana to rock, sea shanties  
to show tunes - songs with sto-
ries and feeling.

• Saturday, March 2 – Neil 
Filo Beddow plays original folk 
rock for the soul, and describes 
his guitar style as the West Da-
kota stutter.

• Sunday, March 3 – Nathan 
North is a Billings performer, 
who uses loops to create com-
plex and wonderful songs - as a 
solo artist. 

• Friday, March 8 – Aran 
Buzzas performs Homegrown 
Montana Folky Tonk songs 
that are easy to relate to, often 
amusing, and frequently with a 
regional backdrop.

• Saturday, March 9 – John 
Sherrill is a self described “guy 
with a guitar from Ennis plays 
an eclectic mix of covers and 

originals,” who found a unique 
sound and approach to present-
ing the songs he labored so 
carefully over. 

• Sunday, March 10 – 
Weston Lewis is a singer, song-
writer and guitarist who per-
forms as a solo artist and with a 
variety of part-time bands.

• Friday, March 15 – Boz-
eman-based singer-songwriter 
Mathias has been playing music 
under the big sky of Montana 
for over two decades.

• Saturday, March 16 – 
Heather Lingle has a powerful 
voice, great energy, and is a 
true performer with passion.

• Sunday, March 17 – Head-
waters is a duo that plays acous-
tic blues in the manner of Mud-
dy Waters, Robert Johnson, 
Mississippi John Hurt and other 
blues legends.

• Friday, March 22 – At 
26-years-old, and representing 
a completely new generation of 
Americana musicians, Joseph 
Running Crane is already a sea-

soned veteran of the Missoula 
music scene, having played in 
some of the state’s most-re-
spected hardcore bands.

• Saturday, March 23 – Rod 
Morrison and Mike Voeller 
have been playing around Hel-
ena and across the state of MT 
since 2015.

• Sunday, March 24 – Tra-
vis Yost (a.k.a. “Love is a Dog 
from Nebraska”) is a musician, 
engineer and producer from 
Missoula, who has performed 
all over the West. 

• Friday, March 29 – Paul 
Lee Kupfer, originally from 
West Virginia, has traveled as a 
solo performer and band leader 
since 2008.

• Saturday, March 30 – The 
Lucky Valentines are Montana 
native songwriters Shaun and 
Jamie Carrier.”

• Sunday, March 31 – The 
Mighty Tone-Benders are fo-
cusing on roots -oriented Folk/
Rock/Country/Blues.

March music at Norris Hot Springs

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Berkshire Hathaway  would like to welcome Ron Gay as a new addition to our team in Ennis.
Ron has been a Realtor in the Madison Valley for the last 3 years. Prior to changing careers and 

becoming a Realtor, Ron was the S.W. District Manager for 3 Rivers Communications, based in 
Ennis. Ron has spent 40 years in the Telecommunication’s Industry, 
30 of those years in Montana. Ron brings a great knowledge of 
Telecommuting in Southwest Montana, and a unique perspective 
in viewing properties.  Through his involvement in various com-
munity development projects, Ron is eager to share his knowledge 
of the area.  In the late 1980s, Ron had a restaurant in Big Sky 
and worked as a fishing guide, and backcountry guide. Ron enjoys 
fishing, hunting, and just playing around in the outdoors with his 
wife Lora and dog Charlie.

Ron has lived and worked in the Madison Valley for the last 11 
years. He brings a good understanding of living in rural Montana to 
his clients.

Stop in and say Hi!

Welcome aboard, Ron!
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

OPINION

Obituaries
Ann Marie Novich passed 

away on February 28, 2019 with 
her family at her side. She bat-
tled a Neurological Disease for 
the last 10 years of her life. Mom 
never complained and never gave 
up fighting.

Ann was born on August 20, 
1933 to parents Carl and Cather-
ine Linden at the Cherry Creek 
family ranch in Silver Star. Ann 
was the oldest of three sisters, 
followed by June, and then Tru-
dy. The family briefly moved to 
Portland, OR during World War 
ll where both Carl and Catherine 
worked in the shipyards.

Ann attended Twin Bridges 
High School where she met her 
love of her life Nick Novich.  
Nick and Ann were married on 
October 27, 1951 and lived with 
Nick’s parents on their fami-
ly ranch.  They later purchased 
the ranch 1955 and raised sheep, 
cattle, kids and grandkids. They 
sold the ranch in 1995 and moved 
to Wisconsin Creek for retire-
ment. 

Ann loved camping and fish-
ing in the Madison and Beaver-
head valleys. Ann and Nick spent 
many summer nights under the 
stars enjoying the views. She was 
a wonderful cook and always had 
an extra plate for visitors. 

Preceding Ann in death were 

her parents Carl and Catherine 
Linden, her sister June Sullen-
der.  She is survived by her hus-
band Nick Novich; sister Trudy 
and Bernie Nicholls; daughter 
Linda and Joel Lemons; son Ron 
and Terry Novich; grandsons 
Scott and Heidi Novich, Kris 
and Cheree Novich. And several 
cherished great grandchildren.

Many thanks go to the staff 
and doctors at the Ruby Valley 
Hospital and Clinic. The caring 
and generous staff at Home Park 
Assisted Living for the great and 
wonderful care Mom received.

Per her wishes no services 
will be held. Memorials may be 
made in her name to the Twin 
Bridges Historical Association.

Ann Marie (Linden) Novich
February 28, 2019

Jean Singleton passed away 
of natural causes on February 21, 
2019 at here home in Lake Hava-
su City, AZ.

She is survived by her loving 
husband of 62 years, Jim Single-
ton, her three children, Linda 
and Kevin Gardner, Jerry and 
Sami Singleton, Janice and John 

Roberts, nine grandchildren, and 
seven great grandchildren.

Jim and Jean traveled exten-
sively after retirement and en-
joyed their time with their family 
and friends.

At her request, there will be 
no services.

Jean Singleton
February 21, 2019

Editor:
I have fished the Madison since the 1970s. Like most local fish-

ermen, I have had unpleasant experiences recently on certain days 
encountering too many yahoos with no idea of fishing etiquette. 
Nevertheless, I do not want government regulating this and picking 
winners and losers, particularly in something as important to me as 
fishing. Government cannot legislate morality, prosperity, happiness, 
or a good day on the river.

Everyone acknowledges this is a social problem. There is current-
ly no biological justification for regulating the number of anglers on 
the river. The fish are still there. If there were any evidence that cur-
rent angling pressure is harming the fishery, I would be 100 percent 
for immediate steps to protect it. But that is not the case. And it is not 
convincing to say maybe, someday, there could be negative impacts. 
That is not sufficient justification for top-down, exclusionary regula-
tions that mess with people’s livelihoods, the economy in our valley, 
and our passionate pursuit of the wily trout. 

What advocates of regulations really want is for FWP to turn back 
the clock to the “good old days,” but that ain’t gonna happen. 

When the Madison River Foundation says they want to “improve 
angler access” by banning boats from certain sections of the Mad-
ison, unless someone has river frontage in that section, most wade 
fisherman will be excluded. MRF says they want to improve wader 
access, but their recommendations would do the opposite. The real 
effect will be to privatize the river for those fortunate few with houses 
on the bank. They don’t want to see boats in front of their property – 
and guess who are the major supporters of this idea?

This is not about the health of the Madison.
Guides are a small percentage of the total traffic on the river and 

current recommendations single them out unfairly. If a certain group 
of boats is limited or excluded, others will take their place. There is 
simply no way government officials can ensure a good day’s fishing 
for everyone. I am afraid if they try – the ultimate results will only 
make things worse. 

Ray Clark, Ennis

Editor:
I’m writing about the Madison River Negotiated Rule-making 

Committee. I’m grateful the rule-making committee established by 
the Fish and Wildlife Commission has members representing a va-
riety of viewpoints, but I take issue with comments made by the 
representative of the Madison River Foundation.

For Lauren Wittorp, executive director of the Madison River 
Foundation and member of the committee, to state she doesn’t be-
lieve outfitters care about the river is a ridiculous, unconscionable 
accusation.

I’ve never met more invested stewards of the Madison River 
than the guides and outfitters who spend time on its waters. Out-
fitters, who make their livings safely and ethically showing others 
the beauty of the Madison River and its fish, have every incentive 
to ensure the river is biologically healthy for generations to come.

I find much of what the Madison River Foundation is promoting 
for the new river rules to be deeply troubling. By proposing to limit 
commercial use on a section of the lower river, as well as stop all 
boat traffic in a section of the upper river, the foundation is essen-
tially advocating for the privatization of huge swaths of the river, 
which would greatly limit public access.

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks biologists have stated time and 
time again that fish populations in the Madison River are healthy. 
For Wittorp to continually try to use the health of the fishery as a 
bargaining chip for reducing public access is unacceptable.

It is becoming clear the Madison River Foundation should not 
be viewed as, “the voice of the river,” as Wittorp put it. They are, of 
course, entitled to an opinion, a stance, and a seat at the table, but 
they should not be regaled as the primary source for what is best 
for the river and surrounding communities. They should be viewed 
as what they are: an interest group advocating for rules that would 
benefit the few, not the many.

Abigail Dennis, Ennis

by Reps. Mary Ann Dunwell and 
Joel Krautter

 
Montana is a state with a proud 

history of firsts. 
We were the first state to elect a 

woman to Congress: our very own 
Jeannette Rankin. We were also 
the first state in the nation to enact 
sweeping anti-corruption legisla-
tion in the Copper King era, after 
wealthy business interests in our 
state used their influence to buy a 
Senate seat.

But in some measures, Mon-
tana’s first place status is not always 
worthy of celebration.

According to a 2018 study by 
the Center for Disease Control, 
Montana ranks first in the nation for 
death by suicide—and the epidem-
ic is only growing. Our state faces 
a rate of youth death by suicide that 
is three times the national average. 
And on our Indian reservations, that 
suicide rate is even greater. 

We are facing a public health 
crisis. 

Montana, in many ways, is a 
perfect storm of circumstances that 

factors into our higher than average 
death by suicide rate. Some of those 
include the isolation of living in a 
rural place, easy access to firearms, 
and a “Cowboy up” mentality that 
discourages folks from reaching out 
when they need help—or from em-
bracing someone who has reached 
out.

The more research that we con-
duct on this tragic public health cri-
sis, the more we learn about how 
we can address this issue and save 
lives. Several evidence-based pro-
grams have made a real difference 
in the lives of students from the ear-
ly grades all the way through high 
school. Younger students are taught 
to play good behavior “games” to 
build resiliency, and in middle and 
high school, students are taught how 
to talk to each other and identify 
when their friends may need help. 
They learn who to go to if a situa-
tion arises, and they are taught to do 
something if they see something.

But what we’ve already done 
is not enough. These programs are 
regularly under-funded, and more 
action is needed to address the se-

verity, and the urgency, of Mon-
tana’s suicide crisis.

That’s why we introduced HB 
186 and 187. This legislation would 
help give schools, teachers, and stu-
dents the tools they need to learn 
strategies to seek help for them-
selves and others. The additional 
funding through HB 187’s grant 
program could make a huge differ-
ence for our rural schools, which 
are already strapped for cash, and 
HB 186 would take critical steps to-
wards screening for depression and 
mental health struggles among our 
student body. 

These bills are not magic po-
tions, and they wouldn’t make a 
difference overnight. But we were 
deeply disappointed to see both 
these bills tabled recently. We need 
a comprehensive package to address 
suicide prevention, and we needed it 
yesterday.

For us, this is personal. We’ve 

both lost constituents to death by 
suicide, and we have countless more 
constituents who have loved ones 
who died by suicide. 

It doesn’t matter who gets the 
credit. All that matters is that we get 
something done. The pain of losing 
a loved one to death by suicide is a 
pain shared by all of us—it doesn’t 
belong to any one legislator. 

Montana communities are ask-
ing for these bills, and these pro-
grams could save lives. It’s time to 
show the leadership Montanans are 
desperately crying out for from their 
legislators.

We urge our colleagues to show 
a strong bipartisan commitment 
to suicide prevention and mental 
health care, especially in Montana’s 
schools. Our students are counting 
on us to set politics aside, join hands, 
and tackle this issue together. We’re 
sitting at the table—come join us.

Support bipartisan youth suicide prevention bills

By Bob Brown

For a decade or more our Montana legislature has grappled with 
the increasing need to renovate both Romney Hall on the MSU cam-
pus in Bozeman and the Montana Historical Society museum facil-
ity in Helena.

A compelling case has been made for both these projects, but 
they have repeatedly come up just short of final approval in the com-
plicated legislative process.

Romney Hall is a great and imposing old structure constructed 
in 1922 during the administration of Warren G. Harding.  There is 
nothing wrong with Romney structurally.  It is a bastille of a build-
ing.  But it has no modern heating, air conditioning, ventilation, 
or modern fire suppression systems.  It is inaccessible to students, 
faculty and staff with disabilities.

Romney now contains only four viable classrooms with a maxi-
mum capacity for 141 students.  Renovation would result in 19 safe 
and accessible classrooms seating more than 1000 students.  The 
urgency of making Romney a usable building is that enrollment on 
the Bozeman campus has increased from 12,369 in 2008 to a current 
enrollment of 16,902.  That’s an increase of 37 percent in ten years.  
MSU instructional facilities are bursting at the seams.

With its soaring grand arch, Romney is an iconic monument to 
a past era.  Today’s students must continually walk around its for-
tress-like walls.  The central location of Romney could be a major 
asset.  Instead, the building is a huge obstruction. While it is too 
formidable for the wrecking ball, it could be readily converted into 
cost-effective educational space functional for many more decades.

As proposed in Governor Bullock’s budget, the Romney project 
can be authorized by the current session of the legislature.  It is a 
great idea that is long overdue.  It will only become more expensive 
with more delay.

The Montana Historical Society is the oldest continually oper-
ating state historical society west of the Mississippi.  It is currently 
housed in the 70-year-old Veterans and Pioneers Memorial Build-
ing.  Like Romney Hall, the Historical Society building is struc-
turally strong, but woefully in need of renovation and significant 
expansion. Also like Romney, it is perfectly located.  It is in the 
center of the capitol complex where it is readily accessible to stu-
dent groups and all Montanans visiting the capitol.  Like Romney, it 
is recommended in the Governor’s budget.

Tragically, nearly 90 percent of the museum’s nearly 50,000 
wonderful artifacts and artworks are in storage for lack of exhibit 
space.  This includes about a third of the 225 original Russell works 
which are owned by the Montana people but which they cannot see.

Most of the state museum facilities around the country have 
been converted into modern facilities.  Montanans need to catch up 
with our history, too. Our history is a great one.  It is our Montana 
memory.  Our generation has a civic duty to adequately preserve it 
and pass it on. 

Bob Brown is a former MT Secretary of State and State Senate 
President and currently serves as a member of the Montana Histor-
ical Society Board of Trustees

Now is the time to build

March 7, 2019A4THE MADISONIAN



BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

• Phone, gas, power & fiber to lot
• Fabulous views in every direction
• Great corner lot!

Michelle
VanDyke 

broker
406.684.5686

Dot
Merrill 

broker
 406.570.9067  

131 & 132 SHINING MTNS, ENNIS   
$99,500 | #321363

• Massive Madison Mtn Views
• .5 acres bordering 1st fairway
• Community water system

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288   

• 5.09± acres
• Power/telephone to the lot
• Strong covenants, equestrian center & clubhouse

Sarah
Weitz

sales associate
406.925.2260  

LOT 119 PRONGHORN MEADOWS, 
ENNIS  $64,900  | #318034

SUBDIVISION LOTS

24 COLETTE’S WAY | SHERIDAN
$70,000 | #301358

• Affordable building lot
• Community water/sewer system
• Power to lot

Rob
Klatt
broker

406.580.2002     
BUFFALO DR, W. YELLOWSTONE

$42,500 | #326252

• Site preparation services available
• Located between Sheridan and Twin Bridges
• Wonderful location w/ beautiful views

Nicholette
Picken

sales associate
406.698.0853    

15 SAPPHIRE WAY | SHERIDAN
$29,000 | #329047 

• 10.74± acres
• Power & Phone to lot
• 6 miles from Ennis/ Madison River

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155   

171 TWO BUMPS RD | ENNIS    
$80,000 | #329358

• 40± acres in the Madison Valley
• Electricity & phone/internet to lots
• Incredible views- Owner/agent

Jonathan 
Nutt 

managing broker
406.599.4128  

LONESOME DOVE, ENNIS
$109,900 | #329434

VALLEY GARDEN GOLF VILLAGE, ENNIS
$69,500 | #330193

PRICE REDUCED

• 10.797± acres
• Fantastic views of Madison Mountains
• recreational accesses 

PRICE REDUCED

JUST LISTED

One Time Health Fair Labs!

Something new this year!

By Eric Dietrich, 
Montana Free Press
HELENA — A Republican 

plan to give Montana a more reli-
able process for funding state build-
ings, rural water systems, and other 
infrastructure projects took a step 
forward this week as a legislative 
committee reviewed a proposal de-
signed to guide infrastructure poli-
cy in the future.

House Bill 553, known as the In-
frastructure Development and Eco-
nomic Accountability Act, also lim-
its how much debt the state can take 
on at once. The IDEA Act passed 
its initial legislative hurdle with bi-
partisan support Feb. 22, earning a 
unanimous endorsement from the 
House Appropriations Committee 
after its initial hearing.

“What we’ve done the past sev-
eral sessions hasn’t worked,” said 
bill sponsor Eric Moore, R-Miles 
City. “We pass a $200 million bond-
ing bill one year... and then we may 
or may not doing anything for the 
next decade.”

Montana has several cash-fund-
ed infrastructure programs that 
generally have bipartisan support, 
but the Republican-controlled Leg-
islature and Democratic governors 
have clashed in recent years over 
proposals to do additional projects 
using bonding, whereby the state 
borrows money by issuing bonds 
that are paid back over time. Bond-
ing bills, which take a two-thirds 
supermajority to pass, have been 
voted down in each of the three pri-
or legislative sessions in 2013, 2015, 
and 2017.

Moore said the IDEA Act’s 
debt limits create a framework that 
will allow the state to bond for in-
frastructure more responsibly. He’s 
hoping that’s enough to win over 
conservative legislators in his par-
ty who have historically opposed 
bonding measures as a matter of 
principle.

“Debt, in my opinion, is neither 
inherently good or evil as a moral 
issue,” he said. “It’s the level of the 
debt that is the key issue.”

As proposed, the IDEA Act 
contains two constraints on Mon-
tana’s state-held debt: 1) an overall 
cap limiting general obligation and 
pension fund debts to 0.6 percent of 

the state’s property tax base, and 2) 
a payment-based cap limiting the 
state to spending 1.5 percent of its 
general fund revenues on debt ser-
vice, or money used to pay off bond-
based loans.

“If we hit either one of those 
triggers, just like a bank would, 
we’re going to say, ‘We don’t get to 
borrow any more,’” Moore said.

After several sessions in which 
no bonding legislation passed, Mon-
tana currently has fairly low debt 
compared to other states. According 
to figures provided by the Legisla-
tive Fiscal Division, the IDEA Act’s 
overall cap would have amounted to 
$986 million in 2018, when the state 
owed a total of $305 million. That 
year the state spent $13.2 million 
in payment on its existing loans, 
roughly a third of the $36.1 million 
payment cap that would have been 
in effect under the bill.

This year, Gov. Steve Bullock 
has proposed a $440 million infra-
structure package including $160 
million in bonded projects that 
would create debt subject to the pro-
posed cap. Among the projects are 
a new Montana Historical Society 
building and renovations to Mon-
tana State University’s Romney 
Hall.

The governor’s office hasn’t said 
whether it thinks the debt limits in 
the IDEA Act proposal are appro-
priate.

Moore and other legislative Re-
publicans have said they’re drafting 
a project list bill of their own as a 
counter to the governor’s proposal, 
but haven’t yet announced details. 
The IDEA Act itself doesn’t appro-

priate money for projects. Rather, it 
specifies how the governor and leg-
islators will decide which projects to 
fund in future years.

As is the case with a number 
of existing state infrastructure 
programs, the act would have the 
governor develop a list of projects 
recommended for funding, and then 
pass that on to the Legislature for 
approval during biennial legislative 
sessions. The measure also includes 
language designed to ensure that 
the state sets aside enough money to 
maintain existing public buildings.

Combined, Moore said, those 
changes will help Montana do a 
better job managing its infrastruc-
ture without taking on too much 
debt. He said that Utah, which has 
a similar system in place, has better 
bond ratings than Montana despite 
holding more debt — meaning fi-
nanciers consider Utah’s bonds a 
safer investment and will generally 
offer the state better interest rates 
on loans.

“Bankers like predictability,” 
Moore said. “This is going to help 
our Montana bond rating. It’s going 
to save us money when we borrow, 
and it’s going to keep us at a re-
sponsible level of debt while main-
taining our existing infrastructure 
so we don’t pass down a bunch of 
crumbling junk to our kids and 
grandkids.”

Moore said the bill, which needs 
to pass the Montana House before 
the March 2 deadline for transmit-
ting non-appropriation bills to the 
Senate, will likely be heard on the 
House floor in the coming week.

GOP lawmakers detail ‘IDEA Act’ infrastructure 
plan with cap on state debt VOLUNTEER

SPOTLIGHT

Nominated by Scott Kelley 

Matt Carey, Matt Peas and Ryan Bork keep Vir-
ginia City’s ice rink prepped and ready for skaters 
of all ages through the winter. As soon as the ice is 
thick and strong enough to begin holding hockey 
games and skating lessons, the VICE crew is out 
spending hours to make sure the rink is safe and 
maintained.

“They do hundreds of hours of work to keep that 
rink in shape,” says Scott Kelley, who nominated 
the crew to be featured as this week’s volunteer 
spotlight. “Anywhere else that would be a paid, full 

time job. But those guys are out there almost every 
day to make sure thing look good.”

The rink gets extensive use, too. From twice 
weekly hockey practices to Virginia City’s Winter 
Fest and annual hockey tournament, Carey, Peas 
and Bork are kept busy throughout the season, 
volunteering their time so Madison County’s skaters 
can rely upon their facility’s safety and readiness for 
an impromptu session.

“We cancelled hockey this week with the storm,” 
says Kelley. “But you know if we hadn’t, they’d be 
out there. They do so much work and deserve to be 
recognized.”

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

The VICE Crew

Ryan Bork
It’s a lot of work to keep the rink 
running smoothly!

V I C E

Matt Peas and Matt Carey
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – In an 
effort to lower energy costs and 
improve electric infrastructure in 
rural Montana, U.S. Senator Jon 
Tester is reintroducing his Improv-
ing Rural Access to Power Act.

The bipartisan bill, co-spon-
sored by Republican Senator Jerry 

Moran of Kansas, will increase 
access to capital for rural electric 
cooperatives so they can make im-
provements to the electric grid and 
make electricity more affordable 
for more than 400,000 Montanans.

“Whether it’s running a busi-
ness, charging a computer, or 

simply keeping the lights on, Mon-
tanans need access to reliable, af-
fordable power, no matter where 
they live,” Tester said.

There are 25 rural electric co-
operatives in Montana that distrib-
ute energy to all 56 counties and 
serve nearly half of the state’s pop-
ulation. These consumer-owned 
businesses operate expansive 
power grids that includes more 
than 56,000 miles of distribution 
power lines.

Rural electric cooperatives 
have created their own lending 
associations to provide financial 

services and help facilitate loans 
to each individual cooperative to 
make upgrades and expansions to 
their local power grids.

Tester’s bill will specifically in-
crease rural electric cooperatives’ 
access to capital by allowing the 
Federal Home Loan Bank to vol-
untarily purchase securities issued 
by qualified cooperative lending 
associations. This additional line 
of capital will help inject more 
funding into electric cooperatives, 
allowing them to make necessary 
investment upgrades across Mon-
tana.

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

ENNIS – The public is invited to the Ennis 3rd Grade Art Show 
“All About Manni,” on Thursday March 7, at the Madison Valley 
Public Library from 4 – 6 p.m.

In honor of Read Across America Week students learned how 
to be authors and Illustrators of their very own book in art class.

These young authors and artists would love to see your support, 
so come out and enjoy some refreshments as you relax and read 
some great stories about Manni the Manikin.

Photo a sneak preview of a few books: top left  - “The Nice (not 
evil) Manican and the Cat!,” by Hannah Hale; top right - “Manni 
Goes Camping,” by Nicholas Dulinsky;  bottom right - “Manni 
Loves the Country” by Kahryn Vaudrin.

3rd Grade art show

ALDER – America Outdoors, 
the leading association of outfitters 
and guides, announced today the 
appointment of six new members 
and the re-election of nine past 
members to the Board of Directors. 

Among the directors is Alder’s 
Donna McDonald of Upper Can-
yon Outfitters. McDonald is the 
owner of Upper Canyon Outfitters 
in Alder. 

Upper Canyon Outfitters is a 
family-owned and operated ranch 
in Montana’s wild and beautiful 
Ruby Valley along the banks of the 
Ruby River. 

The Tate family (now Tate 
McDonald) has been exploring 
the land around Alder since their 
grandfather homesteaded there in 
1910. 

Upper Canyon Outfitters offers 
horseback riding, hunting, fly fish-
ing, and lodging.

“We are pleased to welcome 

Donna McDonald back for another 
term with the board of directors. 
Donna brings her love of outdoor 
adventures and Montana as well 
as a commitment to the ranching 
community to the association. She 
is an invaluable member of the 
America Outdoors Community,” 
Executive Director Julie Kahlfeldt 
said.

Alder rancher reelected to 
America Outdoors Assn. board

Donna McDonald

Powering rural Montana, lowering energy costs goal of Tester’s bipartisan bill

Sen. introduces bill to lower energy 
costs, improve infrastructure for

rural electric co-ops

RUBY VALLEY –The Ruby 
Valley Conservation District and 
Ruby Watershed Council is hold-
ing a photo contest.

Those interested in entering 
the contest are to submit three of 
their favorite Ruby Valley photos 
by March 12. These photos will be 
put on Facebook and the person 
with the most “likes” wins.

To submit entries, email the 
photos to claudia@rvcd.org. In-
clude your name, phone number, 
mailing address with your submis-
sion. Again, the limit is three pho-

tos per person.
Prizes include: 
• First – Two tickets to the 

Ruby Valley and Madison Conser-
vation District banquet, being held 
April 27 at the Round Barn north 
of Twin Bridges.

• Second, third – Gift cards to 
local businesses.

Photo submissions may be 
used for educational or promotion-
al purposes on the RVCD/RWC 
website, social media or print 
campaigns for events, meeting, 
programs, etc.

Ruby Valley photo contest

Virginia City Volunteer Fire Department’s

WalkCake
Benefit

SATURDAY, 
march 23rd |  6pm

In the vc Elks lodge
Bring your friends, family and a cake!

Dj!!! 50/50 raffle!!!  Door prizes, 
cake auction & fun!!!

Info? Call 843-5454

UNIQUE, CUSTOM HOME ON 11.6 ACrES, wITH TrEES & CrEEk! 
The 1,906 SF home has 2 BR, 2 BA, lots of upgrades, finished, walk-out basement, 
deck & attached garage.  Designed by an artist & built by a craftsman.  Property 
consists of 2 lots split by Holly Creek + small pond with year-round water + trees 
& views.  Year-round access, just 8 miles from Ennis.   5 Snowshoe Trail, Shining 
Mountains I, Ennis. $449,000 MLS # 328351.

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290                www.eralandmark.com

Toni Bowen
ABR, Broker

570-9233
toni@eralandmark.com

Don Bowen
ABR, Broker

581-2991
don@eralandmark.com

Robyn Erlenbush
CRB, Broker Owner

556-5052
robyn@eralandmark.com

ERA Landmark Arrow Real Estate  |  219 East Main Street, Ennis, MT 59729

Teena Lawson
Broker

406-539-7254
teena@eralandmark.com

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290                www.eralandmark.com

OUTSTANDING, LOw MAINTENANCE CABIN ON 21+ ACrES, 
with year-around access, utilities, spectacular views & access to public lands. Has 
EBB heat & wood stove, open great room, full bath & 1.5 bedrooms. Close to 
fishing, hunting & hiking, this cabin is the perfect vacation get away & includes ALL 
furniture, furnishings & more! Just bring your rods & toothbrush!  Property owners 
have access to Haypress Lakes, BLM/NFS lands. 19 Spur Trail, Shining Mountains 
I.  $319,000 MLS # 323850
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Madison County 

Feb. 24 - March 2, 2019
D I S P AT C H

February 24 - Animal Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287, MM 29, Sheridan; Accident on MT 
Hwy 87, MM 8, Cameron; Warrant Service in 
300 Blk E. Hamilton St., Sheridan; Suspicious 
Circumstances in 600 Blk Madison Ave., Ennis; 
Citizen Assist in 200 Blk Ruby St., Sheridan.

February 25 - Wildlife Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287, MM 22, Alder; Wildlife Complaint 
on MT Hwy 287, MM 31, Sheridan; Animal 
Complaint in 200 Blk Mill Creek Rd., Sheridan; 
Animal Complaint in 400 Blk Mill St., Sheri-
dan; Suspicious Circumstances in 200 Blk Ruby 
St., Sheridan.

February 26 -  Wildlife Complaint in 100 
Blk W. Main St., Ennis; Animal Complaint in 
6500 Blk US Hwy 287, Norris; Public Safety on 
US Hwy 287, MM 49, Ennis; Accident on US 
Hwy 287 & Williams St., Ennis; Accident on 
US Hwy 287, MM 49, Ennis; Accident on Main 
Street & 3rd Ave., Twin Bridges; Citizen Assist 
in 3000 Blk MT Hwy 287, Sheridan; Aban-
doned Vehicle on US Hwy 287, MM 52; Acci-
dent on MT Hwy 287, MM 7, Ennis.

February 27 - Accident on MT Hwy 41, 
MM 14, Twin Bridges; Abandoned Vehicle on 
MT Hwy 287 & Varney Rd. Ennis; Accident on 
MT Hwy 41 S, MM 21, Twin Bridges; Vandal-
ism/Criminal Mischief on East Stearman Lane, 

Ennis; Suspicious Circumstances in 200 Blk 
Madison St., Sheridan; Accident on MT Hwy 
287, MM 8, Ennis; Suspicious Circumstances 
on Center Street, Pony; Citizen Assist on Center 
Street, Pony; Medical Aid on Sitz Rd., Harrison.

February 28 - Traffic Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287 & Horse Creek Rd., Alder; Theft 
Complaint on 6500 Blk US Hwy 287 N, Nor-
ris; Wildlife Complaint on US Hwy 287 & Coho 
Ct., McAllister; Suspicious Circumstances on 
Fly Fisher Ln., Alder; Public Safety on US Hwy 
287, MM 60, Norris.

March 1 - Suspicious Circumstances in 100 
Blk E. Main St., Ennis; Wildlife Complaint on 
US Hwy 287, MM 33, Cameron; Animal Com-
plaint East of Harrison Lake,  Harrison; Warrant 
Service in 300 Blk E Hamilton St., Sheridan; 
Accident on MT Hwy 84, MM 7, Norris; Acci-
dent on MT Hwy 84, MM 2, Norris.

March 2 - Medical Aid in 300 Blk Madi-
son St., Sheridan; Public Safety on MT Hwy 
287, MM 41, Twin Bridges; Traffic Complaint 
on MT Hwy 287, MM 24, Alder; Accident on 
Loomont & Wilhelm Ln., Silver Star; Accident 
on Potosi Rd., Pony; Accident on MT Hwy 287 
& MT Hwy 41 S, Twin Bridges; Animal Com-
plaint on Wisconsin Creek Rd., Sheridan; Acci-
dent on MT Hwy 55, MM 1, Silver Star. 

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

Greetings to all.  I’m a young adult who was abandoned.  
I’m looking for a loving home and family.  I’m tested and 

negative for FIV/FeLV, spayed , UTD on vaccinations and all 
ready for you.  I’m housetrained, altho I do like it outside in 
the summer for a little while, but I also love lounging around 
the house with you.  I also mouse.   It you have those little 
critters, I can and will get rid of them.  Please call Misty at 
439-1405 about me soon.  I’ll be furever grateful.  Scarlette

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Scarlette
TWIN BRIDGES – Twin 

Bridges schools announced to-
day that it has been recognized 
as a Project Lead The Way 
(PLTW) Distinguished School 
for providing broad access to 
transformative learning oppor-
tunities for students through 
PLTW Gateway. 

It is one of just 148 middle 
schools across the U.S. to receive 
this honor. 

PLTW is a nonprofit orga-
nization that serves millions of 
PreK-12 students and teachers in 
schools across the U.S.

The staff at Twin Bridges 

Schools believe that Project Lead 
the Way prepares students for ca-
reers that don’t even exist yet. 

The PLTW Distinguished 
School recognition honors 
schools committed to increasing 
student access, engagement, and 
achievement in their PLTW pro-
grams. To be eligible for the des-
ignation, Twin Bridges School 
6-8   had to meet the follow-
ing criteria during the 2017-18 
school year:

• Offer at least one PLTW 
Gateway unit at each grade level; 

• Have at least 50 percent of 
the student body participating; 

• Have 25 percent of students 
advancing to high school partici-
pate in two or more units during 
their middle school tenure.

Through PLTW programs, 
students develop STEM knowl-
edge as well as in-demand, 
transportable skills that they will 

use both in school and for the 
rest of their lives, on any career 
path they take. PLTW Gateway 
empowers students to lead their 
own discovery and uncover a 
range of paths and possibilities 
they can look forward to in high 
school and beyond.

“It is a great honor to rec-
ognize Twin Bridges School for 
their commitment to students,” 
said Vince Bertram, President 
and CEO of PLTW. “They are 
a model for what school should 
look like, and they should be 
very proud of ensuring students 
have the knowledge and skills to 
be career ready and successful 
on any career path they choose.” 

For more information on 
Twin Bridges PLTW Gateway 
program or to set up a school vis-
it, contact Tammy Demien/ Thad 
Kaiser at (406) 684-5656.

TWIN BRIDGES – Twin 
Bridges school board had a busy 
February meeting, held February 
12, according to Superintendent 
Thad Kaiser.

Facilities maintenance
In addition to considering a 

five-year maintenance plan for all 
school buildings, Kaiser said, the 
school gym was a concern. Built in 
1963, some cracks have been dis-
covered on the building’s interior 
walls.

To look at the options for solv-
ing the building’s problems, the 
school invited Northern Rockies 
Engineering, Inc. to visit with the 
board. Northern Rockies offered 
three potential options:

• Complete review of the gym’s 
foundation, considering the soils, 
footing depths and other elements 
that might be the source of the 
cracks.

• Monitor the support of the 
roof, look at its present condition 
with electronic markers to deter-
mine if the roof is failing.

• Cost comparison to deal with 
fixing the building in the future. 

Kaiser noted that the roof is 
nearing the end of its practical 
lifespan and the school had a bid 
of $50,000 to fix it about four years 
ago. This is part of the naturally 
reoccurring costs of maintaining 
buildings, Kaiser said, and now the 
board must consider at what point 
a new building may be more cost 
effective.

Stormwater plans
With the town of Twin Bridg-

es moving ahead with its plans to 
handle stormwater in a more ef-
fective way, and the school being 
part of this, Kaiser said the board 
discussed how the school would be 
getting new sidewalks in certain 
areas.

This would result in a need to 
deal with 10 sponsored memorial 
trees planted along the fenceline 
where the new sidewalks would 
go. The board elected to transplant 
these trees.

Classified employee matrix
The board is looking at devel-

oping a classified employee wage 
matrix, something the school has 
not had for some time. That would 
precisely spell out how classified 
employees would be paid from 
the time they begin working at the 
school and continue their employ-
ment.

New elementary readers
Elementary staff has been 

working on choosing a new reading 
series for the last six months, Kai-
ser said. They narrowed down their 
choices to a field of three choices 
in November and decided to move 
forward with the Journeys series, 
which links to a on-line learning 
program. The board approved this.

SB 307
The board considered the ram-

ifications of SB 307, which would 
obligate the state and schools to 
better communicate levies with the 
public. Kaiser said this bill would 

estimate the increases or decreas-
es in certain funds the state shares 
with schools, and with the board’s 
approval some of these levies would 
not require a vote, others would be 
mandated to go to a vote. For exam-
ple, under SB 307, if the board were 
to approve a building reserve fund 
levy, the levy must be made public 
and be voted on before there would 
be an increase. Kaiser said details 
about how this would all work were 
still somewhat vague.

May levies?
Along those same lines, the 

board is looking at two potential 
levies – a tech fund and a general 
fund levy – and a board member 
election for the May ballot. The lev-
ies may not be needed, depending 
on how things shake out with the 
state’s preliminary budget.

In other business, the board
• Discussed changes to the stu-

dent handbook for choosing a class 
valedictorian and salutorian.

• Talked about driver’s educa-
tion. The board will look into this 
a bit further. The previous driver’s 
ed teacher, a social studies teacher, 
retired, and with no one on staff 
who wants to take this work over, 
the school may need to go outside 
the system to find someone.

• Recognized Bill and Nancy 
Males, who donated $4,000 from 
the Delta Airway Fund for four 
$1,000 grants for the current Twin 
Bridges staff for scholarship relat-
ed to helping students learn more 
about global learning and science, 
technology, engineering and math 
(STEM). 

Twin Bridges school board has busy February meeting
JOHN D. TAYLOR

editor@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges school receives national 
recognition for PLTW commitment

School honored for 
STEM and career

learning programs

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to 80 Calls for Service from 
February  24 – March 2. 

Fairfield Community Hall 

Registration begins at 11:00 am
Lunch served Noon - 1:00 pm
Business Meeting at 1:00 pm 

Monday, March 18, 2019 

Fairfield office closed 11am to 3pm 
Conrad, Big Sky & Shelby offices 

and Browning Radio Shack will be open 467.2535 ● 3rivers.net

If you are unable to 
attend, you can watch 

a live stream of the 
business meeting on 

3rivers.net or on 3RTV 
local channel 10.

3 Rivers Annual Membership Meeting
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy. High 28, low 8. 
Winds WSW 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

“Where there
is love 
there is 
life.”

Mahatma 
Gandhi

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Partly cloudy. High 31, low 10, 
Winds SSW 6 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Mostly sunny. High 26, low 8. 
Winds W 6 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Snow showers. High 31, low 
14 Winds N 8 mph, 70 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 39, low 23. 
Winds SSW 7 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

LLC

Monday and Wednesday 11 to 2 and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 11 to 7
108 N. Main Street.  |  Sheridan, MT  |  842-7999

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,
Tile Installers, Masons, Welders and 

Cabinet  Builders.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher

Skilled in lacquer and 
other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~
Get Results. 

Call 682-7755

DILLON – The Beaver-
head-Deerlodge National For-
est welcomes Cheri Ford as 
their new supervisor. 

“I am very excited to have 
Cheri join us in the North-
ern Region as the new Forest 
Supervisor on the Beaver-
head-Deerlodge National For-
est,” said Regional Forester 
Leanne Marten. “Cheri brings 
with her a deep desire and belief 
in working collaboratively with 
community members, Tribes, 
local and state governments.  
Her strong resource conserva-
tion background makes Cheri a 
wonderful addition to the Bea-
verhead-Deerlodge National 
Forest and the communities in 
which she will be working and 
living.”

“I have a deeply rooted 
commitment to working collab-
oratively and as the new forest 
supervisor I plan to prioritize 
hearing from our public’s and 

partners to better understand 
local interest,” commented 
Ford.  “I am very pleased to be 
working with such a highly mo-
tivated and hard working group 
of employees spread across the 
Forest.”

Cheri was born and raised 
in Fargo, North Dakota and 
graduated from the University 
of Montana with a Bachelor’s of 
Science degree in both wildlife 
biology and forestry. She later 
graduated with her Masters of 
Natural Resource Stewardship 
with a forestry and environ-
mental policy emphasis from 
Colorado State University. 

Cheri comes to the Bea-
verhead-Deerlodge NF from 
the Salmon Challis NF in Ida-
ho where she was the Deputy 
Forest Supervisor.  Previously, 
she represented the Forest Ser-
vice in Colorado to coordinate 
with various state agencies, 
members and staff of the State 

Legislature, and the Governor’s 
Office.

Cheri is no stranger to Mon-
tana. She has worked for the 
Bitterroot and Lolo National 
Forests as well as the Forest 
Service’s Northern Regional 
Office assisting in the wild-
life and soils programs.  After 

leaving Montana, Cheri worked 
in a variety of assignments in-
cluding wildlife biologist for 
the Tongass National Forest in 
Thorne Bay, Alaska.  She has 
also served as the Wildlife Pro-
gram Manager for the Forest 
Service’s Eastern Region’s Of-
fice; and as the Tribal Govern-
ment Liaison for the Chequa-
megon-Nicolet, Hiawatha and 
Ottawa National Forest’s in the 
Lakes States.

Cheri has an interest in most 
anything that is outdoor-relat-
ed, especially when it includes; 
hunting, skiing, kayaking and 
rafting with family.

Ford fills in behind Melany 
Glossa who was promoted to a 
Deputy Regional Forester for 
the Forest Service’s Eastern 
Region in Milwaukie, WI. She 
has been with the Forest in an 
acting capacity since Glossa’s 
departure and will transition 
officially March 17.

Ford Selected as New Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF Supervisor

Cheri Ford

DILLON – The U.S. Forest 
Service is looking for volunteer 
camp hosts to help manage several 
campgrounds throughout the Bea-
verhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
for the upcoming 2019 camping 
season.

“We are looking for people 
who enjoy spending time outdoors, 
camping and meeting new people,” 
said Recreation Program Manager 
Noelle Meier.  “The services the 
camp hosts provide are invaluable 
to our visitors and us.”

Volunteer camp hosts help 
Forest visitors by providing infor-
mation, cleaning amenities, and 
completing light maintenance. All 
supplies and equipment needed for 
the cleaning and maintenance are 
provided hookups. Hosts are need-
ed Memorial Day through Labor 
Day.

Hosting opportunities are avail-
able at the following camp sites:
•   Near Butte:  Delmoe Lake (con-
tact Jocelyn Dodge, (406) 494-
0246)

•   Near Philipsburg: Stoney, East 
Fork Reservoir or Spillway 
Campground, and near Deer 
Lodge: Racetrack (contact Otto 
Lehman, (406) 494-0246, x217)

•   Along the Southern Pioneer 
Mountains Byway: Grasshopper 
Creek and Price Creek Camp-
grounds, (contact Patrick Thom-
as, (406) 683-3911)

•   In the Madison valley south of 
Ennis: Wade and Cliff Lake rec-
reation area (contact Chris Her-
icks, (406) 682-4253)
The hosts for Grasshopper 

Creek and Price Creek will also 
help with the administration and 
maintenance of the Crystal Park 
Day Use Site. Only the Grasshop-
per host site has hookups.  If you 
are interested in hosting, contact 
one of the employees listed above, 
or go online to www.fs.usda.gov/
bdnf, or www.volunteer.gov to find 
out more about volunteer opportu-
nities.

Forest Service looking for volunteer camp hosts
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panorama
March 7, 2019

M A R C H  9
Choreographed Radio Storytelling

up next:      IRA GLASS &  
MONICA BILL BARNES

Get Tickets @ warrenmillerpac.org

Sheridan FCCLA raises $1,200
for Relay for Life

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

SHERIDAN—Three Sheridan High School juniors put their FC-
CLA project to a bigger use this year, hosting a charity 5k run on 
Saturday, February 23, that raised nearly $1,200 for the local Relay 
for Life chapter.

Zoe Lee, Micara Devereaux and Tia Hill were inspired in part by 
their FCCLA advisor, Roxane Shammel, who is a breast cancer survi-
vor herself. Deveraux’s mother has also been affected by the disease.

“The idea for our project came after Mrs. Shammel had her last 
chemo treatment a couple months ago,” says Lee. “So, we kind of 
wanted to do something that dealt with breast cancer.”

Lee’s older sister, who was also an FCCLA member at Sheridan 
High School before graduating, suggested the idea of hosting a 5k 
run. The girls began by approaching local businesses and holding 
a “Pink Night” at one of Sheridan’s home basketball games to raise 
awareness for the event and garner donations.

“It’s a chapter service project for the state,” says Lee. “So, we 
try and involve the community, the school and the chapter as much 
as we can.” They were certainly successful in that endeavor, raising 
$175 at the Pink Night just by passing a donation bucket to attendees. 
Sheridan businesses donated everything from money to food for the 
post-race brunch and ceremony the girls put together.

“We went around businesses asking for donations,” says Hill. “I 
think all of them donated something, and some donated prizes.”

On Saturday morning, 23 people came to run the 5k, which cir-
cumnavigated most of downtown Sheridan. Lee, Deveraux and Hill 
marked the course themselves before joining in the run. Afterward, 
participants warmed up with breakfast, awards for the top three fin-
ishers and a series of speakers, including Shammel, who told her sto-
ry of survival.

Staff from Butte’s St. James Hospital also attended to speak about 
Relay for Life and cancer treatment efforts at St. James and Sheridan 
mayor Bob Stump signed an official proclamation designating Feb-
ruary 23, 2019 as Sheridan’s official Breast Cancer Awareness Day.

“Total, we raised $1,502,” says Lee. “After all our expenses we 
are giving $1,192 to the Relay for Life team altogether.” That funding 
will ultimately make its way to the American Cancer Society, where 
it will aid in efforts to finding a cure for breast and other cancers.

But, while the run is finished, the girls’ work is not.
Lee, Devereaux and Hill are just three of Sheridan’s 14 FCCLA 

students. Nine of those will attend the state FCCLA competition in 
Bozeman later this month, presenting five different projects. Between 
now and then, each team must prepare a display outlining their proj-
ect and be ready to defend it in front of judges. But state isn’t the only 
place their sights are set.

“Nationals is in Anaheim, California,” says Lee. “If we’re in the 
top two in our category at state, we move on and go through the whole 
process again for the national judges.”

Lee is the only member of her team who has qualified for the na-
tional competition before, and if the team makes it this year, it will be 
her fourth time attending. Shammel, who travels with the students, 
says it’s another instance where residents of Sheridan have always 
supported students.

“Not only do we get to do the conference, but we also do a lot of 
touring,” she says. “The community is really super supportive of it. 
We do all of our fundraising for that trip after state, from March to 
June, and we’ve always been able to raise it all.”

Looking back, Lee, Devereaux and Hill are happy with the way 
their project turned out, but they see areas where they could have 
improved it. Hill notes they could have advertised earlier to increase 
awareness, while Devereaux mentions hosting an assembly at school 
to increase the number of students who turned out. Lee thinks hold-
ing a pre-registration to better gauge the number of attendees would 
have helped them gauge how many supplies to have on hand.

Good thing all three are only juniors: with their eyes set on a 
national trip in 2019, they already have the tools to make a return 
appearance in 2020 with a new project.

Running for a cause

ABOVE – Sheridan junior Micara Devereaux marks the course for 
the 5k race she and fellow FCCLA students hosted as their chapter 
service project. The team hopes to make it to the national confer-
ence in Anaheim, California this June. BELOW – Participants of the 
5k run, part of a Sheridan High School FCCLA project that benefited 
the local Relay for Life chapter on Saturday, February 23. The event 
raised nearly $1,200(R. Shammel photos)

ABOVE – From left,  Tia Hill, Zoe Lee, Roxane Shammel 
and Micara Devereaux at a post-run brunch on Saturday, 
February 23. Shammel, a breast cancer survivor, is also the 
FCCLA Chapter Advisor for Sheridan High School, and spoke 
to attendees about Hill, Lee and Deveraux’s project. 
BELOW – Sheridan Mayor Bob Stump with FCCLA students 
Tia Hill, Zoe Lee and Micara Devereaux. Stump signed an 
official proclamation that designated Saturday, February 23, 
2019 Sheridan’s official Breast Cancer Awareness Day.

By Anne Cantrell, MSU News Service

BOZEMAN — Montana State University is home to a wealth 
of information about fish in the state. Gathered by researchers over 
more than a century, the specimens, field notes and other data pro-
vide potentially valuable research information. But, with no infor-
mation about the collections available online, or even in one physi-
cal location, the information hasn’t been widely accessible.

That will soon change, thanks to a grant of more than $300,000 
from the Council on Library and Information Resources. The grant 
will fund “From the Mountains to the Prairies, From Trout to Dace: 
Revealing Climate and Population Impacts on Culture, Ecology, 
and Economy in Montana’s Fisheries.” The project, which will take 
about three years to complete, is a collaboration between the MSU 
Library, the MSU Department of Ecology, the Montana Entomolo-
gy Collection and the Montana State Library.

“We are really excited to help others discover and use these 
specimens and data,” said Jason Clark, associate professor and head 
of Special Collections and Archival Informatics at MSU.

The funds will enable a multidisciplinary team to gather in-
formation about a variety of archival documents, field notes and 
prairie-fish and aquatic insect metadata that are available at MSU. 
Once digitized, the information will let scientists, historians, so-
ciologists, economists and others study the cultural, ecological and 
economic impacts of human population growth and climate change 
on the biodiversity of Montana’s fisheries, Clark said.

The Council on Library and Information Resources awarded 17 
grants for projects proposed to digitize “hidden” collections. The 
MSU team’s proposal included digitizing information about col-
lections at the university dating back to 1911. Those include man-
uscripts on aquatic biodiversity and cultural heritage surrounding 
fisheries and fish conservation efforts in the American West; prairie 
fish specimens collected over the past century; and invertebrates 
that serve as food, pathogens and competitors for the fish. The ar-
chival papers of scientist Robert Behnke and anglers Bud Lilly, Da-
tus Proper and Sylvester Nemes, from the library’s renowned Trout 
and Salmonid Collection, will be digitized as part of the effort.

The team will also develop related educational materials, said 
Justin Shanks, CLIR postdoctoral fellow at MSU Library. Those 
will include instructional materials for K-12 students, pedagogical 
workshops for educators and an interdisciplinary course for MSU 
students.

“Making these materials available to a wider community is an 
important part of this project,” Shanks said.

Once the project has been completed, the records will be avail-
able online via the MSU Library, as well as the Biodiversity Her-
itage Library, the Montana Field Guide at the Montana State Li-
brary’s Natural Heritage Program, and the Symbiota, Fishnet2 and 
XBiod repositories, Clark said.

“By including this information in the Montana Natural Heritage 
Program’s database, it will be included in all state and federal envi-
ronmental review processes and viewable to over 300,000 individu-
als that use the Montana Field Guide annually,” said Bryce Maxell, 
program coordinator with the Montana Natural Heritage Program.

Faculty and staff from MSU working on the project include 
Clark, Shanks, Department of Ecology head Diane Debinski, Spe-
cial Collections librarian James Thull, associate professor Michael 
Ivie in the Department of Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology, affil-
iate professor Robert Bramblett in the Department of Ecology and 
museum collection specialist Sarah Rubin.

The team hopes that the data will be useful to researchers from 
a broad range of disciplines. 

Debinski noted that scholars could use the materials to study a 
range of topics, from biodiversity patterns to the culture of fishing 
and could be used in projects from history books to biological anal-
yses to artwork.

“This information should be interesting to people in academia 
and beyond,” Debinski said.

A grant of more than $300,000 from the Council on Library 
and Information Resources will fund “From the Mountains to 
the Prairies, From Trout to Dace: Revealing Climate and Pop-
ulation Impacts on Culture, Ecology, and Economy in Mon-
tana’s Fisheries.” The information will then be used to create 
a digital information source for scholars. (MSU/ Kelly Gorham)

MSU Library receives grant of more 
than $300,000 to digitize records 
related to fish and aquatic insects
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Surgical Services 
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Surgery is a major event in anyone’s life. That’s why at 
Barrett Hospital & HealthCare, we go the extra mile to 
ensure that our patients feel at ease. From discussing 
the details of your surgery in familiar terms to helping 
answer any questions, our coordinated team of surgeons 
and staff will be with you every step of the way. You can 
be confident that we’ll provide the surgical expertise  
you need and the personalized care you deserve.

Procedures and surgeries performed: colonoscopies, 
endoscopies, wound care management, as well as 
breast, abdominal (colon, hernia, gall bladder, etc.), 
biopsies and other cancer-related surgeries.

Call 406-683-1188 to schedule an initial appointment with  
John Pickens, MD or Shafi Shafaieh, MD. For more information  

visit barretthospital.org. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A 
new study has found that the lon-
ger older women sit or lay down 
during the course of a day—and 
the longer the individual peri-
ods of uninterrupted sitting—the 
greater their risk of cardiovascu-
lar diseases such as heart disease 
and stroke. But reducing their sed-
entary time by just an hour a day 
appears to lower the risk of cardio-
vascular diseases by 12 percent—
and for heart disease alone, by a 
dramatic 26 percent, the research 
found. The study was funded by 
the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute (NHLBI), part of 
the National Institutes of Health.  

“This study provides further 
strong evidence of a link between 
sedentary behavior, like sitting 
and laying down, which uses very 
little energy, and cardiovascular 
disease,” said David Goff, M.D., 

Ph.D., director of the Division of 
Cardiovascular Sciences, NHLBI. 
“Sedentary behaviors and inactiv-
ity are major risk factors for heart 
disease, and this research also 
shows that it is never too late, or 
too early, to move more and im-
prove your heart health.”

In this five-year prospective 
study, researchers looked at more 
than 5,000 women ages 63 to 97 
and measured both the total time 
they sat or laid down each day and 
the duration of discrete sedentary 
periods. The results, published to-
day in the journal Circulation, are 
significant.   

“Higher amounts of sedentary 
time and longer sedentary bouts 
were directly associated with car-
diovascular disease,” said John 
Bellettiere, Ph.D., research fellow 
of cardiovascular disease epide-
miology at the University of Cali-

fornia, San Diego, and lead author 
of the study. “Importantly, the as-
sociation showed up regardless of 
a woman’s overall health, physical 
function, and other cardiovascular 
risk factors, including whether 
they also were engaging in moder-
ate to vigorous physical activity.”

Of the estimated 85.6 million 
American adults having at least 
one type of cardiovascular dis-
ease, which includes heart disease 
and stroke, 43.7 million of them 
are 60 or older. In fact, 67.9 per-
cent of women between 60 and 79 
years old, have cardiovascular dis-
ease; and heart disease is the lead-
ing cause of death among women 
65 and older.

The findings, Bellettiere said, 
could have implications for what 
health officials communicate to 
older women about staying heart 
healthy. Getting up and moving, 

even if for just a few minutes 
more throughout the day, he not-
ed, might help reduce their al-
ready-high rates of heart disease.

“Encouraging less sedentary 
time and shorter sedentary bouts 
in older women could have large 
public health benefits,” Bellettiere 
said.

The research involved an eth-
nically diverse group of 5,638 
women, nearly half of whom were 
over age 80, enrolled between 
2012 and 2014. None had a history 
of myocardial infarction or stroke. 
The women were part of the NHL-
BI-funded Objective Physical Ac-
tivity and Cardiovascular Health 
(OPACH)—a sub cohort of the 
Women’s Health Initiative. 

At the start of the study, par-
ticipants wore hip-mounted ac-
celerometers that measured their 
movement 24 hours a day for 
seven consecutive days. Previ-
ous studies have largely relied 
on self-reporting questionnaires; 
the accelerometers, however, pro-
vided researchers more accurate 
measures of sedentary time over-
all, as well as the duration of in-
dividual bouts of sedentary time. 
The latter was important because 
it allowed, for the first time, the 
study of whether sitting for long 
uninterrupted periods throughout 
the day was contributing to higher 
risk of cardiovascular disease.

The researchers then followed 
the participants for almost five 
years, tracking cardiovascular dis-
ease events such as heart attacks 
and strokes. They found that on 
average, an additional hour of to-
tal sedentary time was associated 
with a 12 percent higher risk for 

cardiovascular diseases, and when 
that sitting time was made up of 
long uninterrupted sedentary 
sessions, the risk was 52 percent 
higher than when it was accumu-
lated in short, regularly interrupt-
ed bouts of sedentary time.

Yet, just as the risk for heart 
disease can increase with more 
sitting and longer sedentary bouts, 
it can be reduced by getting up 
and moving, even if only a little, 
and by doing it often throughout 
the day, the researchers found.

“Reductions of sedentary time 
do not need to happen all at once,” 
said Andrea LaCroix, Ph.D., 
Chair of the Division of Epidemi-
ology and Director of the Wom-
en’s Health Center of Excellence 
at the University of California, 
San Diego, who led the OPACH 
study. “I recommend to all women 
who, like me, are over 60, to make 
a conscious effort to interrupt our 
sitting by getting up and moving 
around as often as we can.”

About the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute (NHL-
BI): NHLBI is the global leader 
in conducting and supporting re-
search in heart, lung, and blood 
diseases and sleep disorders that 
advances scientific knowledge, 
improves public health, and saves 
lives. For more information, visit 
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov.

About the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH): NIH, the nation’s 
medical research agency, includes 
27 Institutes and Centers and is a 
component of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. 
NIH is the primary federal agency 
conducting and supporting basic, 
clinical, and translational medical 
research, and is investigating the 
causes, treatments, and cures for 
both common and rare diseases. 
For more information about NIH 
and its programs, visit www.nih.
gov.

Long periods of sedentary behavior may increase cardiovascular risk in older women
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By Dr. Victor Romano 
Hitting your 50s or 60s can 

bring several life changes, and in-
creasingly those include artificial 
joints. For much of the aging U.S. 
population, knees in particular are 
wearing out.

More than 600,000 knee re-
placements are performed annu-
ally in the U.S., according to The 
Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery. 
That number is expected to swell 
to 3 million by the year 2030, the 
publication’s study reported, part-
ly because people are working lon-
ger and obesity is on the rise.

But while knee replacements 
are becoming a popular elective 
surgery, some studies estimate 20 
percent or more of recipients aren’t 
pleased with the result. Medical 
experts question whether replace-
ment surgery is being done too 
soon – or whether some people 
need a new knee at all.

“Surgery should only be done 
as a last resort,” says Dr. Victor 
Romano, an orthopedist and au-
thor. “A knee replacement can be 
life-changing, but they can also be 
painful, wear down prematurely 
and become infected.”

“If you have debilitating pain 
and difficulty walking because 
of degenerative arthritis, surgery 
may be your best option no mat-
ter your age. Otherwise, there are 
sound reasons to avoid a knee re-
placement, or at least to postpone 
it until a more appropriate time.”

Romano says there are three 
main reasons to avoid or put off 
knee replacement surgery:

• Plastic debris. A total knee re-
placement consists of metal mov-
ing on plastic. The plastic wears 
down over time, and that can be a 
pain – physically and financially – 
to patients who may have to get the 
prosthesis replaced once, twice or 

more. “The plastic debris accumu-
lates in the knee joint,” Romano 
says. “The more active you are, 
the heavier you are, the more de-
bris. The white cells, which attack 
foreign invaders, start attacking 
the surrounding bone. When it’s 
time to replace the plastic joint, we 
also have to replace the bone – and 
that’s a significant and unpleasant 
surgery.”

• A prosthesis doesn’t last 30 
years. This is why Romano thinks 
younger replacement candidates 
should wait as long as possible. 
“A total joint replacement in a 
70-year-old patient will typically 
last 15 years,” he says. “But for a 
40-year-old who’s more active, it 
may only last 10 years. And re-
member, recovery is challenging. 
So it’s better to wait for technology 
to catch up. As it does, the better 
the knee replacements will be.”

• Other remedies may work. 
Many people experiencing chronic 
knee pain are overweight or obese. 
“A healthy diet and exercise pro-
gram can bring the weight down 
and take pressure off the knees,” 
Romano says. “Also, a hinged 
knee brace, supplements that aid 
in repairing worn cartilage, and 
injections such as cortisone or 
hyaluronic acid could reduce pain 
and restore quality of life.”

“There are ways to at least buy 
time,” Romano says. “And there 
are patients who were told they 
needed a knee replacement, but 
with conservative therapy options, 
happily discovered otherwise and 
returned to their favorite activities 
without pain.”

Reasons to avoid – or delay – knee-replacement surgery
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columns

There’s My Cowboy
We’d driven ten long hours 

with our trailers back in tow.  
We were searching for a place 
to ride away from cold and 
snow.

The Southern Utah bor-
der should have welcomed us 
from cold.  But, the Utah, Ar-
izona weather promised snow 
ten-fold.  

The frigid wind blew from 
the north.  It packed a nas-
ty punch.  So, the cowboys 
crowded ‘round the fire, the 
dangest sorry bunch.

One cowboy spoke up, 
“Why so grim?” And tossed 

wood on the fire.  The weath-
er made us wonder, “Was our 
situation dire?”

But then I heard a strang-
er’s voice.  The sound came 
from a phone.   The voice 
cried, “There’s my cowboy” 
with a female tender tone.  

The cowboys gave a 
whoop, then every eye turned 
back his way.  The cowboy 
looked down to his phone 
without a word to say.

But the look his face was 
wearing, oh, so precious 
none-the-less.  We knew she 
was his sweetheart, not much 

need for us to guess.  
The cowboy got up from 

his chair and moved back 
from the fire.  The cowboys 
pondered what they’d heard.  
Her words would soon inspire.

Soon every cowboy held 
his cell phone tight against his 
ear.  They walked back from 
the fire pit just so no one else 
could hear.

Each cowboy called his 
sweetheart.  They were yearn-
ing for her voice.  One bache-
lor called his mother.  He said, 
“I didn’t have much choice.”

The cowboys stoked the 

fire.  The wood had burned 
down to the coals.  Their fac-
es grinned like Jennie mules.  
Now no more sorry souls.

Why is it that a sweet-
heart’s voice can soothe the 
saddest bumps?   It’s a little 
bit of heaven when you’re 
feeling in the dumps.

And I won’t forget those 
gentle words the cowboy 
shared that night.  ‘Cuz, 
“There’s my cowboy,” makes 
a man feel number one out-
right!

COMMODITY INSITE:     Takes my breath away    by Jerry Welch

An old saw that came into 
vogue in the years 2000 to 
2012 was, “as China goes, so 
go commodities.” 

The reason it was coined 
was clear. In 1998 commodi-
ty values fell to a 56-year low 
but bottomed out in the years 
2000 to 2002. 

In 2001, China became a 
member of the World Trade 
Organization and quickly 
embarked on a buying binge. 
Consequently, commodities 
were in a bull market for more 
than a decade, with the CRB 
Index hitting an all-time high 
in 2011. 

Thus, that old saw came 
into being.

This week the big news 
– and I mean big – is when 
China pledged to buy $1.2 
trillion, yes, trillion worth of 
U.S ag-commodities such as 
grains and meats in the com-
ing years.

Of course, pledging to buy 
is not nearly as good or bull-
ish as actually doing so. 

Still, the pledge pushed the 
CRB Index to a new, three-
month high and boosted the 
stock market as well. Com-
modities as well as stocks are 
giddy over the bullish demand 
news coming from China.

When China became a 
member of the World Trade 
Organization in 2001, they 
began to buy the devil out of 
US commodities and by 2012, 
the total value peaked out a 
tad over $25 billion.

But now, China has 
pledged to buy $30 billion on 
top of what they bought a few 
years ago with a total in ex-
cess of $50 billion, annually. 
Never before in the history 
of US agriculture has such a 
massive amount of newfound 
demand surfaced for grains 
and livestock.

The value of all US ex-
ports sold to China peaked at 
$25 billion in 2012 but fell to 
a six-year low in 2006 due to 
a slow-down of buying. 

During that time frame, 
the CRB Index kept moving 
south until a record low was 
carved out in early 2016 be-
fore trading sidewise the past 
two years. 

Some in agriculture argue 
that the U.S. cannot logisti-
cally meet the demand from 
China if they honor their 
pledge. They argue US agri-
culture cannot produce that 
much grain and livestock. 

They may be right… or, 
wrong. 

Regardless, such massive 
demand would be unprece-
dented from a historical view-
point and quite bullish.

In, “Haunted By Markets,” 
in January of 2000, I wrote, 
“The Era of Def lation for 

commodity values that un-
folded three long years ago 
due to the Asian Crisis has 
ended. It is a thing of the past. 
It is history. The coming year 
and those that follow will give 
birth to the most bull markets 
for commodity futures seen in 
quite a while. Possibly since 
the 1970s! That is the primary 
message I have been impart-
ing in this column for the past 
month. In particular, over the 
past few weeks. As a matter 
of fact, I am so bullish that to 
my brokerage clients I snort, 
buy the breaks, but don’t be 
short!”  

“Certainly, it does not 
mean I am right. I could be 
wrong. The coming year and 
those that follow may be just 
as bearish and just as ugly 
as the past three years. Still, 
my long-term work strongly 
suggests that few commod-
ity markets will move lower 

in value from current levels. 
Then again, only with hind-
sight will we know for certain 
whether I am wrong or right 
about what lies ahead. But I’m 
betting that bull markets lie 
ahead.”

As it turned out, my col-
umn was exceptionally pro-
phetic.

During the next 12 years, 
commodity values more than 
doubled in value. Some tri-
pled. But after peaking, total 
export values to China de-
clined for the next six years. 
Nonetheless, the promise by 
China to buy an unprecedent-
ed amount of U.S. ag products 
suggests loudly we could en-
ter another a period of rising 
and sustainable prices similar 
to what was witnessed be-
tween 2000 and 2012.

I favor greatly that old 
saw, “As China goes, so go 
U.S. commodities,” because 

it proved prophetic in 2000 to 
2012. 

Since history has a way of 
repeating itself, I fully expect 
the commodity markets to be 
on the cusp of a very bullish 
period once again. After all, 
China is pledging to buy $50 
billion a year when in the past 
the most they ever bought 
from the US was a bit over 
$25 billion and that was in 
just one single year.

Moving forward all I can 
think to advise is don’t be left 
behind!

A new and bullish era for 
agriculture is poised to unfold 
as it did in 2000 to 2011. The 
dollar amount of US ag-prod-
ucts China has pledged to buy 
takes my breath away.

A Lenten meditation...This, Our Valley

Rev. Keith Axberg

Jesus said, “Be careful 
not to do your ‘acts of 
righteousness’ before 
others (to be seen by 
them). If you do, you 
will have no reward 
from your Father in 
heaven.” (NIV)

Since this column will 
be out on Ash Wednesday, I 
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to shift gears and dive 
a bit more deeply into spiri-
tual matters than is my usual 
approach, and to give readers 
who may be unfamiliar with 
church-life a peek into what 

we steeple people are up to.
Lent is upon us. I hear the 

voice of Andy Williams sing-
ing “It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year,” but it isn’t 
Christmas I’m thinking of, 
it’s Lent.

Lent. The season of sack-
cloth and ashes. The season of 
fasting and deprivation. The 
season many Christians seek 
to improve their relationship 
with God and the world. They 
don’t fast because food is bad, 
but to remember they follow 
One who said, “I am the bread 
of life.” 

Not all Christians observe 

the season of Lent, of course, 
and that’s OK. We each have 
our own customs and cultures 
and contribute to the fabric 
of the Christian Faith that we 
are, in many ways, like the 
Technicolor Dream Coat Jo-
seph wore (as I blend the Bible 
and the Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber musical references here).

The Bible says that “in 
(God’s) house are many rooms 
…” I interpret that to mean 
there is a place for all of us; 
there is a place for each of 
us. That’s good news. That’s 
news worth celebrating! 
Whether we recognize or 
celebrate the season of Lent 
(which, by the way, simply re-
fers to springtime as the days 
grow longer and warmer), our 
goal is to draw closer to God, 
and to ref lect God’s love more 
and more in a world that is 
so sorely in need of love and 
care. We are invited to set 
aside our ego (which is often 
more curtain than window). 

That’s a tough challenge, isn’t 
it?

For instance, who doesn’t 
love applause? Who doesn’t 
love being appreciated and 
thanked for doing something 
nice? How many people – 
friends – have we lost over 
the years because we drift-
ed apart, or the relationships 
seemed one-sided? Our egos 
may not demand recognition, 
and yet they can be so easily 
bruised. 

I sit here writing this, real-
izing I have not sent a thank-
you note to some people who 
put me up during a recent out-
ing. I said “thank you” before 
I left, of course, but Momma 
taught me one should always, 
always, always send a fol-
low-up note – using real pen 
and paper and a stamp. Even 
a Thank You card needs a 
personalized sentence or two. 
It is the TIME we spend that 
says Thank you; not the pa-
per or the use of postage, per 

se. That small effort helps to 
build the relationship, doesn’t 
it?

It is nearly impossible to 
do an act of kindness (or righ-
teousness) that won’t be seen 
by others, of course. It is also 
nearly impossible to do it so 
“ego-free” that only God will 
notice. I read what Jesus says 
(“don’t do things to be seen 
by others”) and I answer, “My 
God, that’s impossible!” 

I suspect Jesus smiles 
and answers, “Yes, that’s the 
point.” If we think about it, 
the story of Lent is simply: I 
can’t. God can. I think I’ll let 
him.

I find I am happier when I 
realize I have fallen short of 
the ideal and have an opportu-
nity to rectify matters. Others 
may not see it, but God does; 
that’s rewarding. I am happi-
er when I do the right thing 
because it’s the right thing to 
do. Others may not see it. God 
does; that’s rewarding. Jesus 

invites us to let go the ego 
long enough to realize that 
(doing) so frees our hands. 
With hands free, we can place 
them in God’s, and that’s re-
warding – more than enough.

Those who observe the 
season of Lent are invited to 
recognize that there are many 
things that distract us from 
being the kind of people God 
wants us to be, and none of us 
can ever perfectly be the kind 
of people God wants us to be, 
but we can do better (Good 
News!). 

We have a season in which 
to practice these principles 
in all our affairs, and that’s a 
good thing in this, our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on 
matters concerning life and 
faith. He can be reached at 
kfaxberg@gmail.com. 

The highlights of the 
Montana night sky in March 
include the three brightest 
planets, Venus, Jupiter and 
Saturn shining brightly in the 
pre-dawn hours. The evening 
hours have their own high-
lights including the red planet 
Mars accompanied during the 
few days of the month by the 
innermost planet Mercury.    

As March begins, look for 
reddish Mars high up in the 
southwestern sky.  Mars con-
tinues to fade after its close 
approach to Earth last sum-
mer.  As the month comes to 
an end, look for Mars near the 
Pleiades star cluster.  Mars 
sets about a half hour before 
12 midnight Standard Time as 
the month begins and about 
20 minutes after midnight 
Daylight Saving Time as the 

month ends. 
For the first few days of 

the month, the evening sky 
also hosts the innermost 
planet Mercury, visible low 
in the western sky.  Mercury 
sets about 90 minutes after 
the Sun as the month begins, 
but is lost in the solar glare 
less than a week later.  That 
leaves Mars as the only planet 
visible in the evening sky for 
the rest of the month.  After 
Mars sets, there are no planets 
visible in the night sky until 
the first of the three bright-
est planets, the giant planet 
Jupiter, rises about 2:50 a.m. 
Standard Time as the month 
begins and about 2:05 a.m. 
Daylight Saving Time as the 
month comes to a close. 

Next up in the night sky 
is the ringed planet Saturn.  

Saturn rises about 4:40 a.m. 
Standard Time as March be-
gins and about 3:50 a.m. Day-
light Saving Time as March 
ends.  Look for Jupiter to the 
upper right and Saturn to the 
left of the teapot-shaped con-
stellation of Sagittarius. 

Last up in the morning sky 
is the most brilliant planet, 
Venus.  Venus rises about 5:20 
a.m. Standard Time as the 
month begins and about 6:05 
a.m. Daylight Saving Time or 
about an hour before sunrise 
as March comes to an end.

As for the moon, the moon 
passes to the upper right of 
Saturn on the morning of 
March 1.  The moon passes 
to the right of Venus the next 
morning.  On the evening of 
March 11, the moon passes to 
the upper left of Mars.  On the 

night of March 18, the moon 
passes near Regulus, the 
brightest star in the constella-
tion Leo.  The moon is full on 
March 20, the vernal equinox.  
The moon passes to the lower 
left of Jupiter on the morning 
of March 27 and to the lower 
left of Saturn on March 29.

The Sun arrives at the 
vernal equinox at 3:58 p.m. 
on March 20, when the Sun 
heads north across the celes-
tial equator and spring begins 
in the Northern Hemisphere.

For meteor shower watch-
ers, there are no major meteor 
showers this month.  How-
ever, a sporadic meteor can 
f lash across the sky at any 
time.  From a dark site, mete-
ors typically can be seen at a 
rate of about five meteors per 
hour.

Montana Night Sky     March highlights    by Richard Stouffer
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Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
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printed in our paper 
do not reflect the 
opinion of the staff of 
The Madisonian.

Tobacco Root Flooring
 in Sheridan, MT

Licensed and Bonded
40 years of experience

We sell all types of flooring products and
install with competitive prices.

We also refinish and sand wood floors.

Call 406-842-7133
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, util-
ities included, non-smoking, no 

dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Manager 
at 406-682-5737.

15-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

FOR RENT

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

Dietary Aide/Cook - 
Part-time 

This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 
setting. If you are interested 
in a rewarding career, Madi-

son Valley Manor is the place. 
Join our TEAM! Competitive 
Pay Government Retirement 

Benefits including health insur-
ance, vacation/sick leave, paid 
holidays, life insurance Please 
contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-
7271 for more information or 
the online employment page 

at www.madisoncountymt.gov 
EOE

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

Place Your Classified
682-7755

FOR SALE

MOVING SALE 
2 upright freezers, entertainment 
center, Husqvarna 18HP riding 
lawnmower + odds and ends. 

Call for list of additional items - 
843-5223

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Year 2000 8 ft Camper. Over-
head. Shell. Slideout. Fully 

Loaded. $8500.00. Call 1-406-
451-9648 and leave message--

we’ll return your call.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a Nurse’s Aide. 

Applicants to complete an 
employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call 
Madison Valley Medical Center 

at 682-6862.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a Part Time Licensed 

Clinical Social Worker. 
Applicants to complete an 

employment application and 
submit a resume to 

careers@mvmedcenter.org or 
call Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

Local home builder looking for 
Independent Carpenters and 

an apprentice carpenter/laborer 
for the 2019 building season. 

Building in and around Ennis. 
406-531-3173

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

Place Your Classified
682-7755

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018

Part-Time Server Position Avail-
able: The Sportsman’s Lodge is 
hiring a part time Dining Room 
Server to join the Sportsman’s 
Lodge team. If you would like 
to apply for the position, please 

email info@sportsmanslodgemt.
com or call 406-682-4242 for 

more information.

Channel your inner Willy Wonka! 
Summer employees needed at 

Cousins Candy Store in Virginia 
City. Call 406-600-2599

APARTMEN FOR RENT
Studio Apartment for rent at 

Madison Square. Call Jamie for 
details. 406-581-9219.

TRAINING

 SERVSAFE TRAINING 
Monday, March 25, 2019, 

at Alley Bistro, Ennis, MT. 
Registration forms can be found 
@ www.madisoncountymt.gov 
on the Sanitarian’s page, or @ 
the Sanitarian’s Office, 103 W. 

Wallace Street, Virginia City. Fee 
is $70.00, and textbooks must be 
picked up prior to the training. 

Please call 406-843-4275 to 
register or email: sanitarian@

madisoncountymt.gov

The Madison County Board 
of Commissioners has one 

vacancy on the Big Sky 
Transportation District Board; 

one vacancy on the Harrison 
Rural Fire District Board; 

one vacancy on the Sheridan 
Rural Fire District Board; one 
vacancy on the Compensation 
Board; three vacancies on the 
Housing Advisory Board; one 
vacancy on the Twin Bridges 

Mosquito District Board; three 
vacancies on the Planning 
Board, one representing 

the Town of Sheridan, one 
representing the Twin Bridges 
area, and one representative 

at large; two vacancies on the 
Public Health Board, one as a 
school representative and one 
representing the Twin Bridges 

and Harrison/Pony/Norris 
Area; one vacancy on the Tax 

Appeal Board and one vacancy 
for a Substitute Member on the 

Tax Appeal Board; and one 
vacancy on the Madison Valley 
Cemetery District Board. If you 
are interested in filling any of 
these vacancies, please contact 
the Commissioners’ Office at 
406-843-4277, or by email at 

madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be 
found on the county website at 
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/833 

Please return completed 
applications to: Madison County 
Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 

278 Virginia City, MT 59755

BOARD VAC.

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

2-Year TV Price Guarantee 
FREE Voice Remote  

Smart HD DVR Included

Demo the Best in Entertainment  
Technology at Your Local DISH Retailer

Add internet  
from $49.99

Eagle Satellite, 
Serving Montana since 1980

406-728-9999
www.eaglesattv.com

Restrictions apply.

Look us up online —
www.DeBruyckerCharolais.com
Saturday, April 6, 2019 • Western Livestock Auction • Great Falls
For more information:

CHAROLAIS facts

LLoyd & Jane .............406-476-3427
Brett & Kay ...............406-590-3214
MarK & BeLva.............406-590-0355
Joe & Cathy ...............406-788-5821

1690 6th Lane N.E. • Dutton, MT 59433
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 more MARKETPLACE

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and we 
can take it from there.

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live?  
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP!

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood?

WE CAN HELP!

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources 
Department at 406-843-4201. Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Madison County Employee Benefits

• Public Employees Retirement System – 5 
Year Vesting
• 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option 
Savings
• Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS 
optional dependent coverage
• 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick 
Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
• 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid 
holidays in even numbered years)
• Employer Sponsored Life Insurance 
$20,000
• Optional dental & life insurance benefits

Additional employee benefit information is 
available online at
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
Join Our Team!

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Aide/Cook Part-time;
• Housekeeping/Laundry-Part-time;
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Director of Nursing-Full-time;
• Social Services Designee-Part-time;
Madison County, MT
• Alternate Senior Citizen’s Bus Driver-Part-time;
• Deputy Clerk of District Court-Part-time;
• Legal Assistant, County Attorney’s Office-Full-time;
• Planning Director-Full-time;
• Weed Compliance/Mapping Technician-Part-time-Seasonal; 
and
• Weed Field Crew Personnel-Full-time-Temporary.

MADISON COUNTY
Employment Opportunities

Ad #048
Real Estate– Northwest Mon-
tana – Company owned. Small 
and large acre parcels. Private. 
Trees and meadows. National 
Forest boundaries. Tungsten-
holdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #049
Authentic Timber Framed 

Barns. Residential and Com-
mercial Timber Packages. Full 
Service Design - Build Since 
1990, (406) 581-3014 brett@
bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #050
PRIVATE TREATY HERE-

FORD BULLS. MC brand MC-
MURRY CATTLE BILLING. 

WEBSITE:  mcmurrycattle.com
REASONABLY PRICED. 

PROVEN BALANCED TRAIT 
GENETICS. Delivery available. 
HP (406) 254 1247. CELL. (406) 
697 4040. Email mcmurrycat-

tle@gmail.com

Ad #051
PURE BRED ENGLISH 
SPRINGER SPANIELS 

NEEDING TO FIND THEIR 
NEW FOREVER FAMILIES. 

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT 
(406) 498-5926 TO INQUIRE 
ABOUT MORE INFORMA-

TION 
Ad #052

If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertis-
ing works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, ser-

vice, event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 

or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 

or email stacy@mtnewspapers.
com or member@mtnewspa-

pers.com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
MARCH 7, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of M&W Mining and Refining Inc., 
Comprehensive Bond Review for Operating 
Permit No. 00152 The Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) has completed 
a comprehensive five-year reclamation 
bond review for M&W Milling and Refining, 
Inc. (M&W). M&W is authorized to operate 
a custom mill under Operating Permit No. 
00152. The mill site is located on private 
land in Section 27, Township 6 South, 
Range 3 West in Madison County, located 
about one mile southwest of Virginia City, 
MT. DEQ currently holds a reclamation 
bond in the amount of $175,015. DEQ is 
proposing to increase the bond amount 
by $30,974 to $205,989. The increase 
in the bond amount is mostly due to an 
increase in labor and equipment costs. The 
procedure for increasing bonds resulting 
from a comprehensive bond review is set 
forth in Section 82-4-338(3), MCA. The 
company and the public have until March 
26, 2019 to comment on the proposed 
bond increase. DEQ will then issue a final 
bond determination. The company and 
any person with an interest that may be 
adversely affected by DEQ’ s final bond 
determination may obtain a contested case 
hearing before the Board of Environmental 
Review by filing with DEQ within 30 days of 
the issuance of the final bond determination 
a written request for a hearing stating the 
reason for the request. A copy of the bond 
calculation that forms the basis for the 
proposed bond increase can be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Environmental 
Quality, Hard Rock Mining Bureau, P. 0. Box 
200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901, or by 
calling Herb Rolfes at (406) 444-3841 or 
e-mail at hrolfes@mt.gov.
(Published Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 2019)
Dept. Environmental Quality
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF HARRY 
CRAIG MARCONET, Deceased. Cause 
No.: DP-29-2018-33 NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the undersigned has been 
appointed Personal Representative of the 
above-named estate. All persons having 
claims against the said deceased are 
required to present their claims within 
four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims 
will be forever barred. Claims must either 
be mailed to Charlotte Allhands, Personal 
Representative, c/o Kruer Law Firm, P.C., 
P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 59749, return 
receipt requested or filed with the Clerk 
of the above Court. Dated this 14 day of 
FEBRUARY, 2019. I declare under penalty 
of perjury under the laws of the state of 
Montana that the foregoing is accurate and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 
/S/ STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER Attorney 
for Personal Representative
(Pub. Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 2019)
Stephanie Kruer
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on 
June 24, 2019, at 10:00 AM at the main 
entrance of 100 Wallace Street, Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described 
real property situated in Madison County, 
State of Montana: A tract of land 100 feet 
by 100 feet in Lot 6, Block 5 in the Town 
of Sheridan, Madison County, Montana, 
described as follows: Beginning at the point 
50 feet east of the Southwest Corner of 
Lot 6, in Block 5, according to the Official 
Amended Plat of the Town of Sheridan, 
Montana, thence easterly along the north 
line of Hamilton Street 100 feet; thence 
Northerly 100 feet to the north line of Lot 
6; thence westerly to a point 50 feet east of 
the west line of Lot 6; thence southerly 100 
feet, more or less, to the point of beginning, 
as previously described in Book 136, Page 
387, records of Madison County, Montana. 
More commonly known as 212 West 
Hamilton Street, Sheridan, MT 59749. David 
Wade Zahn, as Grantor, conveyed said real 
property to First American Title Company 
of Madison County, as Trustee, to secure 
an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for 
Stockman Bank of Montana, its successors 
and assigns, by Deed of Trust on September 
8, 2014, and filed for record in the records of 
the County Clerk and Recorder in Madison 
County, State of Montana, on September 8, 
2014 as Instrument No. 157542, of Official 
Records. The Deed of Trust was assigned 
for value as follows: Assignee: PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC Assignment Dated: May 
1, 2018 Assignment Recorded: May 29, 
2018 Assignment Recording Information: 
as Instrument No. 178037 All in the records 
of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Madison County, Montana Brian J. Porter 
is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the 
office of the Clerk and Recorder of Madison 
County, State of Montana, on July 16, 
2018 as Instrument No. 178808, of Official 
Records. The Beneficiary has declared a 
default in the terms of said Deed of Trust 
due to Grantor’s failure to make monthly 
payments beginning February 1, 2018, and 
each month subsequent, which monthly 
installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said 
obligation and other charges against the 
property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums 
owing on the obligation secured by said 
Trust Deed immediately due and payable. 
The total amount due on this obligation is 
the principal sum of $86,486.45, interest in 
the sum of $3,946.81, escrow advances of 
$783.42, other amounts due and payable in 
the amount of $3,063.46 for a total amount 
owing of $94,280.14, plus accruing interest, 
late charges, and other fees and costs 
that may be incurred or advanced. The 
Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to 
preserve and protect the property and for 
real property taxes that may become due 
or delinquent, unless such amounts of taxes 

are paid by the Grantor. If such amounts are 
paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes 
will be added to the obligations secured by 
the Deed of Trust. Other expenses to be 
charged against the proceeds of this sale 
include the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s 
fees, costs and expenses of the sale, and 
late charges, if any. Beneficiary has elected, 
and has directed the Trustee to sell the 
above described property to satisfy the 
obligation. The sale is a public sale and any 
person, including the Beneficiary, excepting 
only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. The 
bid price must be paid immediately upon the 
close of bidding in cash or cash equivalents 
(valid money orders, certified checks or 
cashier’s checks). The conveyance will 
be made by Trustee’s Deed, without any 
representation or warranty, including 
warranty of title, express or implied, as the 
sale is made strictly on an as-is, where-is 
basis, without limitation, the sale is being 
made subject to all existing conditions, 
if any, of lead paint, mold or other 
environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of 
the property on the 10th day following the 
sale. The Grantor, successor in interest to 
the Grantor, or any other person having an 
interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the 
Beneficiary, or the successor in interest to 
the Beneficiary, the entire amount then due 
under the Deed of Trust and the obligation 
secured thereby (including costs and 
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal 
as would not then be due had no default 
occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of 
being cured by tendering the performance 
required under the obligation or to cure the 
default, by paying all costs and expenses 
actually incurred in enforcing the obligation 
and Deed of Trust with Successor Trustee’s 
and attorney’s fees. In the event that all 
defaults are cured the foreclosure will be 
dismissed and the foreclosure sale will be 
canceled. The scheduled Trustee’s Sale 
may be postponed by public proclamation 
up to 15 days for any reason. In the event 
of a bankruptcy filing, the sale may be 
postponed by the Trustee for up to 120 days 
by public proclamation at least every 30 
days. If the Trustee is unable to convey title 
for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole 
and exclusive remedy shall be the return of 
monies paid to the Successor Trustee and 
the successful bidder shall have no further 
recourse. This is an attempt to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose. Dated this 14th day of 
February, 2019. Brian J. Porter, Substitute 
Trustee 376 East 400 South, Suite 300, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111 Telephone: 801-355-
2886 Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM 
(MST) File No. 52836
(Pub. Feb. 28, March 7, 14, 2019)
Halliday Watkins & Mann
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
(FWP) is proposing to renew an 
existing agricultural lease at Robb-
Ledford WMA. http://fwp.mt.gov/news/
publicNotices/environmentalAssessments/
acquisitionsTradesAndLeases/pn_0228.
html
(Pub. Feb. 28, March 7, 2019)
Montana FWP
MNAXLP

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
THE TOWN OF SHERIDAN SHERIDAN, 
MONTANA PUBLIC WATER WELL 
CONSTRUCTION General Notice The 
Town of Sheridan (Owner) is requesting 
Bids for the construction of the following 
Project: Town of Sheridan Public Water 
Well Construction TOS-1PWS-2019 Bids 
for the construction of the Project will be 
received at the Sheridan Town Hall located 
at Sheridan, Montana, until March 28, 2019, 
at 2:00 pm local time. At that time the Bids 
received will be publicly opened and read. 
The Project includes the following Work: 1) 
Well Drilling, Development, Aquifer Testing, 
and pump installation of a new public water 
well for the Town of Sheridan. The project 
is located at latitude 45.465604 / longitude 
-112.219349 Bids are requested for the 
following Contract: Town of Sheridan Public 
Water Well Construction/TOS-1PWS-2019 
Owner anticipates that the Project’s total 
bid price will be approximately $250,000. 
The Project has an expected duration of 
90 days. Obtaining the Bidding Documents. 
A Bidding Documents Website will not 
be used. The Issuing Office for the 
Bidding Documents is: Northern Rockies 
Engineering, Inc. 136 Tuke Lane, P.O. Box 
636 Sheridan, Montana 59749 Prospective 
Bidders may obtain or examine the Bidding 
Documents at the Issuing Office on Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 8:00 
AM and 5:00 PM, and may obtain copies 
of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing 
Office as described below. Partial sets of 
Bidding Documents will not be available 
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner 
nor Engineer will be responsible for full or 
partial sets of Bidding Documents, including 
addenda, if any, obtained from sources 
other than the Issuing Office. Printed copies 
of the Bidding Documents may be obtained 
from the Issuing Office by paying a deposit 
of $150.00 for each set. NOTE: Free digital 
copies of the entire bidding document are 
available and can be obtained by contacting 
Scott Payne via email at scott.payne@
nremontana.com for a pdf attachment 
and spreadsheet bid form. Bidders are 
encouraged to request a digital version of 
the bidding documents. Pre-bid Conference 
Pre-bid conferences for the Project will be 
held on March 14, 2019at 1:00 pm at Town 
of Sheridan Town Hall and on March 21, 
2019 at 1:00 pm at Town of Sheridan Town 
Hall. Attendance at the pre-bid conference 
is encouraged but not required. Instructions 
to Bidders. For all further requirements 
regarding bid submittal, qualifications, 
procedures, and contract award, refer to 
the Instructions to Bidders that are included 
in the Bidding Documents. Note: past 
performance by drilling contractors working 

for the Town of Sheridan may be used to 
disqualify a bid. Section 746 of Title VII of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017 
(Division A-Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017) and 
subsequent statutes mandating domestic 
preference applies an American Iron and 
Steel requirement to the project. All listed 
iron and steel products used in this project 
must be produced in the United States. 
The term “iron and steel products” means 
the following products made primarily of 
iron and steel: lined or unlined pipes and 
fittings, manhole covers and other municipal 
castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe 
clamps and restraints, valves, structural 
steel, reinforced precast concrete, and 
construction materials. The deminimis and 
minor components waiver apply to this 
contract. This Advertisement is issued by: 
Owner: The Town of Sheridan By: Robert 
Stump Title: Mayor
(Pub. March 7, 2019)
Town of Sheridan
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Virginia City will have a final reading of the 
new sign ordinance on March 7, 2019 at 7:00 
pm. A draft of the ordinance will be available 
at the Town office. Questions or remarks 
may be e-mailed to townofvc@3rivers.net
(Pub. Feb. 14, Feb. 28, March 7, 2019)
Town of Virginia City
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF BOARD VACANCIES
The Madison County Board of 
Commissioners has one vacancy on the 
Big Sky Transportation District Board; one 
vacancy on the Harrison Rural Fire District 
Board; one vacancy on the Sheridan Rural 
Fire District Board; one vacancy on the 
Compensation Board; three vacancies on 
the Housing Advisory Board; one vacancy 
on the Twin Bridges Mosquito District Board; 
three vacancies on the Planning Board, one 
representing the Town of Sheridan, one 
representing the Twin Bridges area, and 
one representative at large; two vacancies 
on the Public Health Board, one as a school 
representative and one representing the 
Twin Bridges and Harrison/Pony/Norris 
Area; one vacancy on the Tax Appeal Board 
and one vacancy for a Substitute Member 
on the Tax Appeal Board; and one vacancy 
on the Madison Valley Cemetery District 
Board. If you are interested in filling any 
of these vacancies, please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at 406-843-4277, or 
by email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be found on the 
county website at https://madisoncountymt.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/833 Please 
return completed applications to: Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 278 
Virginia City, MT 59755
(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Madison County Commission
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Commissioners will 
hold a public hearing on Thursday, March 
14, 2019, at 12:00 PM in the conference 
room at the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis 
to obtain public comments regarding a 
Preliminary Architectural Report and an 
application for funding to the Montana 
Department of Commerce’s Community 
Development Block Grant Program to fund 
Phase 2 of the Manor renovation project. At 
the public hearing, representatives of SMA 
Architects and Great West Engineering 
will explain the proposed project, including 
the need and purpose, activities, budget, 
sources of funding, and any costs that 
may result for local citizens because of 
the project. All interested persons will be 
given the opportunity to ask questions and 
to express their opinions. Comments may 
be given orally at the hearing or submitted 
in writing by the end of the hearing. 
Madison County will make reasonable 
accommodation for any known disability 
that may interfere with a person’s ability to 
participate in this public hearing. Persons 
needing an accommodation must notify the 
Madison County Commissioners at (406) 
843-4277 no later than March 8, 2019, 
to allow adequate time to make needed 
arrangements. You may also write to the 
Madison County Commissioners at P.O. 
Box 278 Virginia City, MT 59755-0278 or via 
email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov to 
make your request known. Madison County 
Commissioners Ronald E. Nye, Chair 
James P. Hart, Member Dan W. Allhands, 
Member
(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

INVITATION FOR BIDS:
Sealed bids will be accepted at the 
Madison County Commissioners’ Office, 
P.O. Box 278, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia 
City, Montana, until 1:00 PM on March 19, 
2019, for acquisition and delivery of up to 
three (3) 2018 or newer Snow Plow Trucks 
to Madison County. Please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at (406) 843-4277 
or email madco@madisoncountymt.gov 
for bid specifications and terms. Bids will 
be opened at the regular Commissioners’ 
meeting in Virginia City on March 19, 2019, 
at 1:00 PM.(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

INVITATION FOR BIDS:
Sealed bids will be accepted at the 
Madison County Commissioners’ Office, 
P.O. Box 278, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia 
City, Montana, until 1:00 PM on March 19, 
2019, for acquisition and delivery of up to 
three (3) 2018 or newer Snow Plow Trucks 
to Madison County. Please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at (406) 843-4277 
or email madco@madisoncountymt.gov 
for bid specifications and terms. Bids will 
be opened at the regular Commissioners’ 
meeting in Virginia City on March 19, 2019, 
at 1:00 PM.(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITIONS FOR ENNIS 
SCHOOLS
Ennis School District 52 is currently seeking 
two trustees for three year terms. Anyone 
qualified for and interested in running for 
these positions may pick up a petition 
from Ginger Martello at Ennis High School. 
Petitions must be turned in at the School 
District Clerk’s office prior to 4 p.m. March 
28, 2019. No candidate may appear on the 
ballot unless he or she meets this deadline. 
If you have any questions about the trustee 
positions, please call Superintendent Casey 
Klasna at 682-4258.
(Pub. March 7, 2019)
Ennis School District 52
MNAXLP

DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY 
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Section 20-6-604, Montana 
Code Annotated, provides in pertinent 
part: (1) Whenever the trustees of a district 
determine that a site, building, or any other 
real or personal property of the district is or 
is about to become abandoned, obsolete, 
undesirable, or unsuitable for the school 
purposes of the district, the trustees may sell 
or otherwise dispose of the real or personal 
property. If a decision to sell or dispose of 
property is made, the trustees shall adopt a 
resolution to sell or otherwise dispose of the 
district real or personal property because it is 
or is about to become abandoned, obsolete, 
undesirable, or unsuitable for the school 
purposes of the district. (2) The resolution 
may not become effective for 14 days after 
the notice required in subsection (3) is 
made. (3) The trustees shall provide notice 
of the resolution in the manner required for 
school elections in 20-20-204. WHEREAS, 
pursuant to Section 20-6-604, Montana 
Code Annotated, the Board of Trustees 
of Ennis School District, has found that 
the 83’ MCI bus is obsolete, undesirable, 
or unsuitable for school purposes; NOW, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the 
Board of Trustees of Ennis School District, 
shall place the following real property on 
the open market, advertise the real property 
as being for sale and sell the same if a 

qualified buyer makes an acceptable offer to 
the District: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
in accordance with District practice and 
as required by Sections 20-6-604 and 20-
20-204, Montana Code Annotated, this 
Resolution shall be posted in three different 
places in the district and published in the 
Madisonian. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
the resolution shall become effective 
fourteen (14) days after such publication 
and posting if, in accordance with Section 
20-6-604, Montana Code Annotated, no 
taxpayer appeals this Resolution prior 
to March 12, 2019, by filing a verified 
petition with the Clerk of the District Court 
setting out in detail the objections to the 
adoption of the Resolution or the disposal 

of the property and serving a copy of such 
petition upon the School District. DATED 
this 20th day of February, 2019 BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES Ennis School District /s/ Kris 
Inman, Chairperson of the Board ATTEST: 
/s/ Ginger Martello, Clerk of the Board
(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Ennis School District 52
MNAXLP

 

 
Property valuation staff may be visiting your property during the 
upcoming tax year to conduct an on-site review for property tax 
purposes. Notify your local DOR in writing within 30 days of this 
publication if you wish to be present.  
 
For an appointment or further information, contact the 
local Department of Revenue office. 

Property  
Assessment 
Visits 
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In memory

of

CHRIS LEDOUX
October 2nd 1948 -- MARCH 9th 2005

On March 9th I’m asking all Chris LeDoux fans to call 
their radio station to request his music.

Let radio know that 
we will NEVER forget this great man.

Please tell all your friends.

March 9th Call for Chris

WE BUY used DRIFT BOATS & RAFTS

Call for information 682-5150
FLYSHOP@MONTANATROUT.COM

Jan Wood

600-2518

Clothing Alterations
Custom Sewing

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

Weddings, Parties & Memorials

�e 
Floral Gardens

Sheridan,  Montana

jacksonsgarden.org

Event Venue at Jackson’s Garden

ENNIS – After more than a year 
of work and planning, Ennis High 
School will debut its new athletic 
team later this month: the first girls’ 
softball team in school history.

The Lady Mustangs will join 21 
other softball teams in the Montana 
High School Association’s (MHSA) 
B/C classification. There aren’t 
enough teams in either the B or C 
classification to separate the two, so 
Ennis will join teams from across 
the state, providing a wide range of 
competition. The district Ennis will 
be a part of is also home to softball 
teams from Deer Lodge, Anaconda, 
Manhattan, Thompson Falls, Plains, 
Troy and Eureka. 

Ennis has been home to a youth 
fastpitch league for over a decade. 
The league provided an opportunity 
for girls up to age 14 to play recre-
ational softball, but they then “age 
out” when they reach high school 
age. The only other spring sports 
Ennis participates in track and field 
and golf, so girls who aged out of 
recreational softball were out of luck 
when it came to opportunities to 
continue in the sport. 

A group of parents, including 
Kelley Knack, who has coached 
basketball for the Mustangs, and 
Jamie Lovett, who will act as as-
sistant coach for the new team, be-
gan researching what it would take 
to establish an MHSA-sanctioned 
softball team for Ennis high school. 
They first proposed the idea to the 
school board in the fall of 2017 be-
fore beginning to explore funding 

options.
“It’s very exciting,” says Andy 

Thomas, who will lead the lady 
Mustangs as head coach. Thomas is 
a physical therapist with a focus on 
athletic training. He began playing 
baseball at age five and has acted 
as an athletic trainer in nearly every 
realm of high school sports. “Jamie 
and Kelley started the summer rec 
program and they’ve been at that 
for years. That’s been the prede-
cessor to this varsity program, and 
I give them all the credit for getting 
this program. It was their vision and 
their hard work.”

Establishing a high school sports 
team is more expensive than it might 
seem on the surface, especially a 
sport as equipment-heavy as soft-
ball. There are uniforms, balls, bats 
and helmets to be considered, pads 
for catchers, practice equipment 
and, in Ennis’s case, renovations to 
the town’s baseball field, such as the 
addition of a scoreboard and some 
fencing changes.

But as Knack and Lovett began 
gauging the community’s interest, 
the community responded. By Feb-
ruary of last year, community mem-
bers and businesses had committed 
to nearly $30,000 in cash donations, 
letters of intent and in-kind com-
mitments, such as a storage shed for 
equipment and man hours for the 
work that has to be done on the field. 

The school board approved the 
new team unanimously last spring, 
an approval that will be re-evaluat-
ed on a year-by-year basis. But the 
team is guaranteed through its first 
two years. 

Additional funding will come 
from a government-sponsored 
grant for which members of the 
school board applied last fall. Those 
funds are specifically earmarked 
for necessary field improvements, 
which won’t take place until after 
the team’s inaugural season as that 

grant was significantly delayed by 
January’s federal government shut-
down.

To date, over $42,000 has been 
raised in monetary and in-kind do-
nations. Imerys Talc made a $15,000 
contribution, broken into $5,000 per 
year beginning this year and con-
tinuing into the 2020 and 2021 sea-
sons. Continental Construction do-
nated $5,000 more and several local 
businesses made $1,000 donations. 

Thomas, who has coached tee-
ball in the recreational league for the 
past two years, will lead a team of 
girls who already have some experi-
ence; many of them are players who 
aged out of the rec league and only 
now have the opportunity to contin-
ue playing softball. Senior Whitney 
McKitrick, who started playing fast-
pitch in third grade and has been a 
standout for Ennis on the volleyball 
and basketball courts, is one of those 
players.

“When I was young, I wanted to 
go to college and play softball, but I 
finally had to let the dream go be-
cause I didn’t have the opportunities 
to play in high school,” says McK-
itrick. “For me it’s too late to play in 
college, but I hope that the younger 
girls can have a chance to fulfill 
their dreams.”

For players like McKitrick, who 
are now several years too old for the 
rec league, there will be some rust to 
shake off in taking to the diamond 
again. But the motivation and excite-
ment is universal.

“I know that we’re going to have 
to work hard, because a lot of us ha-
ven’t played for like five years, and 
some haven’t played at all,” says 
McKitrick. “I think that as a brand 
new team this will be a building 
year, but I’m most excited to finally 
get a chance to play and be on the 
field again.”

Thomas knows building a pro-
gram from the ground up will be a 
challenge, but he, like his players, is 
motivated by the opportunity.

“My goals would be to see im-
provement in each individual as well 
as improvement as a team in terms 
of execution and knowledge of the 
game,” he says. “There’s going to 
be a core group of girls who started 
when they were seven or eight years 

old. But, I want to have fun, and I 
want to be competitive.”

And with only one home golf 
tournament in the spring and no 
home track meets, Lovett’s three 
home softball games are sure to 
draw a crowd as they expand the 
offering of spring sporting events, at 
least once the softball fields are free 
of snow. The most important part, 
he says, will be laying the proper 
groundwork so the team can flourish 
in this and future seasons.

“I’m excited to be a part of the 
start here and have a chance to cre-
ate a culture based on values, funda-
mentals and accountability. I think if 
we do that and do it well success and 
the wins will come.”

Time will tell if the wins come, 
but Ennis softball is already well on 
its way to having the community 
support it needs to be a success. The 
Lady Mustangs’ inaugural softball 
season will begin with their first 
home game on Friday, March 29 
against Deer Lodge at 3 p.m. 

Ennis 2019 Softball Schedule 
2019

• March 29 vs Deer Lodge 3 p.m.
• April 2 @ Anaconda 4 p.m.
• April 6 @ Deer Lodge 12 p.m.
• April 13 @ Belgrade (Tourna-

ment)
• April 15 @ Manhattan 5 p.m.
• April 16 vs. Anaconda 4 p.m.
• April 25 vs. Manhattan 5 p.m.
• April 26 @ Anaconda (Double 

vs Twin Falls and Plains) 1 p.m.
• April 29 @ Belgrade 5 p.m.
• May 3/4 @ Missoula (Double 

vs Troy and Eureka)
• May 6 vs Belgrade (JV) 5 p.m.
• May 10/11 @ Butte Central 

Tournament
• May 17/18 @ Anaconda (Divi-

sionals)
• May 23/24/25 @ Belgrade 

(State)

Out to the ballgame
Ennis to host first softball 

game March 29 

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
Prayer meeting 6 p.m.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
“Today the confirmations of the 
Kingdom of Abha are with those 

who renounce themselves, forget 
their own opinions, cast aside 

personalities and are thinking of the 
welfare of others.... Whosoever is 

occupied with himself is wandering 
in the desert of heedlessness and 
regret. The ‘Master Key’ to self-

mastery is self-forgetting. The road 
to the palace of life is through the 

path of renunciation.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or 
if you plan to dine in.

• Thursday, March 7 – Meatball skewers, pota-
toes, three-bean salad, biscuit, dessert

• Friday, March 8  – French onion soup, roll, sal-
ad, dessert pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, March 11 – Hot dog, JoJo potatoes, 
fruit, dessert, mahjong at 1:00 p.m.

• Tuesday, March 12 – Fiesta chicken casserole, 
salad, dessert, pan at 12:45 p.m.

• Wednesday, March 13 – Patty melt, macaroni 
salad, pickle, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Thursday, March 14 – Chicken parmesan, veg-
gies, garlic bread, dessert,  Red Hat Ladies.

• Friday, March 15 – Corned beef & cabbage, po-
tatoes, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Locat-
ed at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly 
New Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Sil-
ver Star to Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or 
Jim 842-5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors 
may choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style 
for $3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. Deliv-
ered meals are within the city limits of Sheridan and 
should be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand 
at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 

and over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on 
Tuesday & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, March 7 – Cheesy chicken & broccoli 
casserole, garlic toast, dessert

• Tuesday, March 12 – Porkie, fries or soup, des-
sert

• Thursday, March 14 – Beef stroganoff over rice, 
veggie, roll, dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior 
and Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 
years and up (spouses and caregivers are invited). 
Donations for meals are appreciated. Activities in-
clude bingo each Monday, cards on Wednesday. The 
Senior Center Group meets the first Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

WASHINGTON, D.C.  – The American Legion on 
Wednesday, February 26, recognized U.S. Senator Jon 
Tester’s ongoing work as Ranking Member of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

The American Legion’s Distinguished Public Service 
Award is awarded annually to an elected official who has 
established an outstanding record in support of Ameri-
ca’s veterans and their families.

“The American Legion supports veterans in Mon-
tana and in communities across our nation by making 
sure they can navigate the VA system to get the care and 
benefits they earned,” said Tester. “I rely on the Amer-
ican Legion’s advocacy to craft bipartisan reforms and 
hold the VA accountable to our veterans. I’m honored to 
receive this recognition and I look forward to a strong 
partnership in the future.”

As Ranking Member, Tester has been a relentless ad-
vocate for Montana veterans. In the last two years, Tester 
authored major bipartisan VA reform bills to streamline 
the disability appeals process, strengthen the G.I. Bill 
for generations to come, and pass an overhaul of VA 
community health care.

The Distinguished Public Service Award is awarded 
“in recognition of your distinguished public service ca-
reer and commitment to the welfare of America’s vet-
erans and their families, by ensuring maintenance of a 
strong and robust VA, supporting education programs 
to improve America’s workforce, and safeguarding the 
benefits our country’s heroes have earned.” Previous re-
cipients include Senators John McCain, Daniel Akaka, 

and Jim Webb.
Earlier this week, Tester joined Senate Veterans’ 

Affairs Committee Chairman Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.) 
and House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman and 
Ranking Member Mark Takano (D-Calif.) and Phil Roe 
(R-Tenn.) for a Fireside Chat at the American Legion’s 
National Convention. Moderated by Military Times re-
porter Leo Shane, the Members discussed their bipar-
tisan collaboration over the last two years and ongoing 
challenges and opportunities for the VA and veterans.

Legion awards Tester its Distinguished Public Service award

Sen. Jon Tester receiving the American Legion’s Distin-
guished Public Service award. (Cassie Byerly)

HELENA-- On Thursday, February 
28, Simms Fishing Products in Bozeman 
was named the 2018 Montana Manufactur-
er of the Year by the Montana Manufac-
turing Association (MMA), a subsidiary of 
the Montana Chamber of Commerce.

SIMMS will be presented with its 
award March 18 at the Delta Colonial in 
Helena at Manufacturing and International 
Trade Day during the event’s dinner.

“We are honored to receive this award 
and represent our manufacturing commu-
nity – in Montana and nationally,” said 
Casey Sheahan, CEO of Simms Fishing 
Products. 

SIMMS manufactures GORE-TEX 
fly fishing waders and is in its 25th year of 
operation. The company rated the highest 
in the scoring categories of community 
impact, innovation of their products and 
workplace benefits.

For the first time, the MMA is rec-
ognizing two additional companies with 
Honorable Mention awards: Marks Lum-
ber in Clancy and Ascent Vision Technol-
ogies in Belgrade. Marks Lumber has spe-
cialty forest products including timbers, 
rough-sawn boards, circle-sawn flooring 
and natural wood siding products. Ascent 

specializes in gyro-stabilized imaging 
systems and fully integrated solutions for 
Counter Drone Operations, ISR Missions 
and defense applications. Marks Lumber 
rated the highest in environmental excel-
lence and safety, while Ascent scored the 
highest in market share/growth of the com-
pany.

“Each year I look forward to reviewing 
the applicants for Montana’s Manufacturer 
of the Year,” said Bryan Wood, owner of 
Woods-Powr Grip in Laurel and the chair 
of the MMA Board of Directors. “The past 
couple of years we have had such incred-
ibly qualified applicants it has generated 
some great discussion among the Montana 
Manufacturing Association’s board mem-
bers. This year’s applicants were good 
enough that they could undoubtedly have 
competed for manufacturer of the year in 
any state in the nation. Congratulations to 
SIMMS, Marks Lumber, Ascent Vision 
Technologies and all of the other great 
Montana companies who applied.” 

For more information, including 
past winners of the award, go to Mon-
tanaChamber.com/Manufacturing/mon-
tana-moty.

Simms named 2018 Montana Manufacturer
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 3/8  ARAN BUZZAS   
Homegrown Montana Folky Tonk
SAT 3/9 JOHN SHERRILL  
Singer/Songwriter
SUN 3/10 WESTON LEWIS
Acoustic Rock

M
US

IC
 T

HI
S 

W
EE
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Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net 
for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Monday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

Willie’s Distillery Trivia Night
Thursdays at 312 Main St., Ennis, 6 p.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
How to Train Your Dragon: Hidden World (PG) and They Shall Not Grow Old-WW1 Documentary (R)

Now playing:
Cold Pursuit (R)

Trivia NighT every Thursday sTarTiNg aT 6 pm 
Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come joiN The FuN, LisTeN To some greaT music aNd
eNjoy spiriTs wiTh a wesTerN FLavor!!

Friday, march 8Th: FuLLy cooked
Friday, march 15Th: marcedes carroLL
Friday, march 22Nd: LeFT For dead

Friday, march 29Th: ruby vaLLey boys 
& barbwire

Friday, apriL 5Th: FaN mouNTaiN Frog dogs

Friday, apriL 12Th: sTeve rose & cameroN gibsoN

ask abouT our weekLy boTTLiNg parTies

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Thursday 
March 7

3rd Grade Art Show, Ennis
You’re invited to the Ennis 

3rd Grade art show “All about 
Manni!” In honor of Read 
Across America Week, students 
learned how to be authors and 
illustrators of their very own 
book in art class. Come enjoy 
refreshments and read some 
great stories, 4-6 p.m. at Madi-
son Valley Public Library.

Friday 
March 8

Student Program at the Ob-
servatory, Twin Bridges

Student night will begin 
with a naked eye astronomy 
presentation followed by a tour 
of the night sky and observing 
through telescopes (weather 
permitting). Contact the obser-
vatory at 406-843-7722 or cot-
tontailobservatory.org for infor-
mation.

Saturday 
March 9

Public night at the Observa-
tory, Twin Bridges

The first public night of 2019 
will include Naked Eye Astron-
omy followed by a tour of the 
night sky and observing through 
telescopes. Program begins at 7 
p.m. If you have a telescope, feel 
free to bring it. Call 843-7722 
for information. 

Monday 
March 11

American Legion Meeting, 
Ennis

The Ennis American Legion 
will hold its monthly meeting 
at its lodge at First and Steffens 
streets. 7 p.m.

Wednesday 
March 13

Brown Bag Lunch with El-
len Crain, Butte

The Butte-Silver Bow Pub-
lic Archives continues its brown 
bag lunch series with a presen-
tation about how the histori-
cal collections in the archives 
inform on Butte’s past. Ellen 

Crain is the director of the ar-
chives and oversaw a $7.5 mil-
lion capital project to build an 
archival vault and restore the 
Historic Fire Department that 
houses the archives. 12 p.m. at 
17 W Quartz Street; guests are 
invited to bring a sack lunch. 

Saturday 
March 16

Lifestyle of the Rich and Fab-
ulous Heart and Lungs, Ennis

Peggy Shumsky, MVMC 
Cardio-pulmonary Rehabili-
tation Coordinator, will give a 
presentation on heart and lung 
anatomy, disease and prevention 
in honor of March as National 
Heart and Lung Month. 11 a.m. 
at Madison Valley Public Li-
brary.

Chautauqua, Virginia City
Open to all seeking enter-

tainment! Each participant per-
forms 1-2 songs or a 5-minute 
reading. Those wishing to be on 
stage are encouraged to call Toni 
at 843-5454. Admission by do-
nation at the Elling House Arts 
& Humanities Center. Potluck at 
6:30 p.m., performances at 7:30.

Sunday 
March 17

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at 
the Elks, Virginia City

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
with a classic dinner of corned 
beef, potatoes, cabbage, carrots 
and rolls. Top off your dinner 
with grasshopper pie. Bar opens 
at 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. $15 at 
the door, 114 W. Wallace Street.

St Patrick’s Day Dance & 
William Ennis Birthday cele-
bration, Ennis Senior Center, 
food, music dancing, raffle tick-
et for prizes and 50-50, 4 – 7 
p.m. $8.00 donation - Adults, 
$6.00 for Seniors and children 
under 12. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A new study found that Montana ranks No. 34, 
in the U.S.,  in break-in burglaries. Montana had 344.1 break-ins per 100,000 
people, putting it in the lower third of all states for break-ins.

The study shows:
• The Good News: Burglary rates have fallen by nearly 40 percent since 

1998 (2.3 million vs. 1.4 million)
• 1.4 million burglaries in 2017 cost victims $3.4 billion 
• Against conventional wisdom, New York had the fewest with 176.3 

burglaries per 100,000 people.
• The top five break-in states: New Mexico, Mississippi, Louisiana, 

Oklahoma and Arkansas.
• The bottom five: Massachusetts, Connecticut, Virginia, New Hamp-

shire and New York.
• More than 90 percent of reported break-ins took place in major metro-

politan areas or smaller cities.
• The top five break-in states were all in Central or Mountain time zones
• The seven metro areas with the highest rates were all in Arkansas or 

Louisiana.
For a closer look at the study visit https://www.safehome.org/resources/

states-highest-break-ins/.

Montana 34th for break-ins

March 7, 2019B10THE MADISONIAN


	A 03.7.2019
	B 3.7.2019

