
THREE FORKS—Recent wa-
ter samples taken in Three Forks 
showed that arsenic levels were 
more than six times the recom-
mended federal limit in one of 
the four wells that feed the town’s 
distribution system, according 
to information from the Gallatin 
City-County Health Department. 

Arsenic, which naturally oc-
curs in groundwater in trace 
amounts, was measured at 67 
parts per billion (ppb) when those 
samples were analyzed. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) set a maximum contami-
nant level (MCL) of 10 ppb. The 
other three wells in Three Forks’ 
municipal system all tested well 
below the MCL. At this time last 
year, all four wells were operating 
below the federally recommended 

level of arsenic.
The elevated arsenic levels 

were detected by routine testing in 
January, but the wells had not been 
tested since last March, when the 
city ordinarily conducts its annu-
al tests. That means it is uncertain 
when the arsenic levels began to 
rise during the past 10 months.

Well No. 2, the well with the el-
evated arsenic levels, was immedi-
ately shut down and will remain so 
until the arsenic level is reduced, 
though it is uncertain how long 
that will take. According to the 
City of Three Forks, the treatment 
plant for Well 2 failed, and has also 
been shut down until the impuri-
ty-reducing media can be renewed.

“It is a high-arsenic producing 
well anyway, and we have a treat-
ment plant that addresses that par-

ticular well,” says Crystal Turner, 
Three Forks city clerk. That plant 
has a filtering agent that pulls ar-
senic, iron and other impurities 
out of the water, but that filtering 
media was saturated, which is why 
the arsenic levels rose.

During and after its shutdown, 
that well will also be monitored 
and tested quarterly, rather than 
the requisite annual testing for ar-
senic. 

When the Three Forks munic-
ipal water system first went on-
line it was tested more frequently, 
and when consistently favorable 
results came back testing was re-
duced to quarterly, then annually, 
which is the DEQ requirement. 
The public works department for 
the city voluntarily decided to go 
back to quarterly testing to mon-
itor the quality of Well 2’s water 
more closely.

The Gallatin Local Water 
Quality District is also recom-
mending that residents of Gallatin 
County who live west of the Gall-
atin River and who have private 
wells get their water tested to en-

sure domestic levels do not exceed 
the MCL. There are no laws that 
require domestic water testing, so 
if levels were high, they may not 
be noticed without the homeowner 
choosing to test their water supply.  

“The recent results in Three 
Forks serve as a good reminder to 
those who do have private wells, 
where there are no testing require-
ments, to test your well if you hav-
en’t done so and to take protective 
measures to keep yourself and your 
family safe,” says Tammy Swin-
ney, director of Gallatin County’s 
Local Water Quality District.
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TWIN BRIDGES – A number of property owners came to the 
Twin Bridges town council meeting on Tuesday, March 12, to express 
their displeasure with plans to move ahead with part of a $600,000 
storm water, sidewalk, curb and gutter project, scheduled to begin 
this summer.

The agenda said the council would consider final approval of the 
6th Avenue project, which later in the meeting was explained as vot-
ing solely the sidewalk element of the overall storm water, sidewalk, 
curb and gutter project.

However, the property owners hoped to stymie the entire effort, 
objecting to the project, wondering why council was pursuing this in-
stead of other efforts they deemed more important to the community.

The project
Great West Engineering’s Jeremiah Theys, PE, the architect of the 

project, brought two final 6th Avenue alternative plans to the meet-
ing. One plan offered depressed curb and gutters along the street that 
followed the property lines along the north side of the street to tie 
into a new sidewalk with ADA-worthy approaches. The other offered 
parallel on-street parking with curb and gutters all around.

The council could choose one of these plans, along with recom-
mendations to amend it, when they voted.

However, Theys reminded them, it was important to finalize the 
plans so that they could meet deadlines with the Montana Department 
of Transportation to present 90 percent complete plans by March 20.

Theys said the need for the overall storm water management proj-
ect was great. He pointed to how Twin Bridges in 2017 ranked among 
the top places in the state in qualifications for grants to alleviate storm 
water problems.

He also said that the council, given this information, elected to do 
both the storm water management along with curbs, sidewalks and 
guttering since the storm water efforts would involve construction in 
the same area.

In January, council decided that the first priority was 6th Ave-
nue, at a cost of about $200,000, a third of the $600,000 price tag. 
The overall storm water project was estimated to be $1.2 million as 
initially proposed, but council decided to scale things back to focus 
on what was affordable and highest-priority, which resulted in the 
$600,000 price tag.

The larger part of the storm water management effort was install-
ing 15 infiltration systems, cisterns to catch and hold storm water, on 
Madison St. and its intersections. Each of these cisterns would cost 
about $10,000 - $15,000.

Financing
Theys and Bob Murdo, an attorney from the Helena firm of Jack-

son, Murdo & Grant, a bond council, who would arrange some of the 
financing for the project, explained how this would done.

In January, the council formally approved the creation of a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID), in order to move ahead with the proj-
ect. Prior to this, the town sent out 259 letters to the property own-
ers impacted by the SID, advising them of what the intended project 
would entail. Only 14 property owners expressed opinions against 
the project. The town council interpreted this as 95 percent of those 
affected by the special district either approving of the project or at 
least understanding why it was being done, with 5 percent objecting.

Murdo pointed out that SIDs are created to benefit everyone in that 
district. With the SID, the town could receive money to pay for the proj-

Twin Bridges property 
owners try to thwart 
storm water project

Twin Bridges town council members look over Great West 
Engineering plans for the town’s storm water project side-
walk plans. Some property owners impacted by the plans 
tried to stymie the project, but failed. (J. Taylor photos)

11th hour attempt to slow 
or stymie project fails

JOHN D. TAYLOR
editor@madisoniannews.com
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Three Forks water exceeds 
federal arsenic levels

One well found to have levels 
six times EPA guidelines

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

VIRGINIA CITY—The Madison Coun-
ty commissioners were busy as usual at their 
weekly meeting on Tuesday, March 12, covering 
happenings at the Twin Bridges and Ennis air-
ports, new GIS data on the county’s roads and 
a livestock carcass composting site near Norris.

Airports Update
The commissioners met with Lance Bowser, 

a project manager with Helena-based civil engi-
neering firm Robert Peccia and Associates, who 
outlined a proposed new addition at the Twin 
Bridges airport.

The airport has expressed interest in install-
ing a certified weather station, which would 
serve a number of purposes. The installation 
would include a ceilometer, a device used to 
measure the height of cloud height and deter-
mine visibility. Bowser explained that when 
planes land, they follow a series of GPS coordi-
nates that only extend to a certain altitude above 
the ground. Once they pass the final coordinate, 

they’re flying blind if they can’t see the ground 
due to cloud cover.

Having the weather system and ceilometer 
would allow the Twin Bridges airport to act as 
a relief airport if a nearby one couldn’t accept 
landing aircraft due to weather or other circum-
stances. That has happened in Ennis in past 
years when cloud cover was too dense in Boz-
eman for the airport there to accept landing air-
craft, which were then diverted to Ennis instead. 
The Ennis Big Sky airport already has a certified 
weather station.

In addition to allowing Twin Bridges to act 
as a relief airport, the weather station would also 
provide reliable and accurate data to the National 
Weather Service. That would mean that whenev-
er people look up the weather in Twin Bridges, 
the new system would be the one providing the 
data, which can be accessed from anywhere in 
the world.

Several groups partnered to open a carcass 
composting site near Norris for ranchers to 
dispose of livestock carcasses. The facility 
is designed to eliminate the attraction of 
wolves, grizzlies and mountain lions to live-
stock carcasses (Linda Owens)

Commissioners consider gas tax-eligible roads around county

Twin Bridges airport to receive new weather station

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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SHERIDAN—At its Tuesday, 
March 12, monthly meeting the 
Sheridan school board approved 
sending a follow-up letter to the 
Montana High School Association 
(MHSA), the state governing body 
for high school athletics, expressing 
disapproval at the lack of response 
they received after applying for a 

co-op between Twin Bridges and 
Sheridan football teams for the up-
coming season.

Superintendent Mike Wetherbee 
told the board that he had received 
a negative verbal response from 
the MHSA, but had never received 
anything in writing that rejected the 
proposal. 

Enrollment numbers were cited 
as the reason for the denial; the two 
schools would come too close to the 
enrollment threshold that would re-
quire a Class B classification, and 
it is against MHSA rules for two 
smaller schools to combine and 
jump into a larger classification.

“I really feel like the MHSA 
is making us look like fools,” said 

Wetherbee. “The deadline was Feb-
ruary 1, here we are on March 15 
and I don’t have a piece of paper in 
my hand. That bothers me.”

Wetherbee asked for the board’s 
approval to send a letter to the 
MHSA to express his disapproval of 
the delay. He said there was a pro-
cess to appeal the decision, but that 

Sheridan wouldn’t pursue that, and 
that the denial of the application was 
not the root cause of his frustration.

“I don’t care if they say no,” he 
told the board. “But we’re out a cou-
ple of months and still messing with 
this. Let’s get this process done. I’m 
very dissatisfied.”

Sheridan and Twin Bridges have 
both moved on to scheduling 6-man 
football seasons for the 2019 season. 
Chairman Bill Wood noted that even 
if they wanted to pursue the appeals 
process, it would delay the process 
too much to make setting an 8-man 
schedule possible.

Sheridan, Twin football co-op rejected by MHSA
Board re-ups

super, principal 
contracts

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com
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SHERIDAN – At their Janu-
ary 31, 2019 meeting, the Ruby 
Valley Medical Center Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to 
move forward with the demoli-
tion of the Ruby Valley Hospital 
building.

The decision was made after 
efforts to identify an economi-
cally feasible plan to repurpose 
the building were unsuccessful. 
Preparations for the demolition 
of the building are currently un-
derway. 

The medical clinic, adjacent 
to the Ruby Valley Hospital, will 
not be demolished and the Board 
of Trustees has entered into an 
agreement to lease the clinic to 
the Sheridan Senior Center.

Following the transition of 
healthcare services to the new 
Ruby Valley Medical Center in 
August of  2018, various entities 
including Madison County and 
the town of Sheridan, explored 
possible uses for the Ruby Valley 
Hospital building. 

Requests for proposals for 
potential uses of the premises 
were solicited in January, 2019, 
through The Madisonian and the 
Ruby Valley Medical Center’s 
website. No proposals were sub-
mitted. 

“Our board and administra-
tion first confronted the obstacles 
in upgrading the building when 
we attempted to enhance our 
healthcare services and resolve 
ongoing infrastructure issues,” 
says Ken Walsh, Board of Trust-
ees president. “We found that the 
costs to refurbish the building 
exceeded the cost of constructing 
a new medical center. The build-
ing has become a liability and 

there is no way to economically 
repurpose it.” The Ruby Valley 
Hospital was built in 1964 with-
out air conditioning or an auto-
matic sprinkler system for fire 
protection. It also lacks adequate 
ventilation and insulation. Other 
refurbishing concerns include 
replacement of the boiler, roof 
and single pane windows, lack of 
ADA compliant access to bath-
rooms and asbestos abatement. 

“The costs of making the 
necessary repairs and upgrades 
to the Ruby Valley Hospital 
building in order to make it safe 
and usable are prohibitive,” says 
Ruby Valley Medical Center 
CEO, John Semingson. 

The former Ruby Valley 
Medical Clinic, which is con-

nected to the Ruby Valley 
Hospital by a corridor, will be 
repurposed for use by the Sheri-
dan Senior Center. 

“We are very pleased that the 
Sheridan Senior Center will be 
able to use the Medical Clinic 
for their services,” says Walsh. 
The Sheridan Senior Center has 
begun remodeling the building 
to meet their needs. 

Ingraham Environmental 
Inc. of Butte is currently remov-
ing asbestos materials from the 
Ruby Valley Hospital and is ex-
pected to complete their work by 
March 15th. Through a compet-
itive bidding process, Allhands 
Construction was hired to de-
molish the hospital. Demolition 
will begin the week of March 

18 and is expected to take about 
three weeks.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center’s Board of Trustees is 
exploring potential uses for the 
property following the com-
pletion of the demolition proj-
ect. They are evaluating the 
construction of a parking area 
which will be available to the 
Sheridan Senior Center, Ruby 
Valley Medical Center, custom-
ers of Mac’s CHC Pharmacy and 
Sheridan School. “The pine tree, 
seating area, trout statue and 
two of the flowering crab apple 
trees will remain on the proper-
ty,” says Semingson. The Board 
is open to other options for the 
property.
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Bowser said the project would 
likely cost around $285,000, and 
that he helped facilitate a grant ap-
plying for federal assistance in the 
installation. The grant requested up 
to $40,000 in funding, but if it is ap-
proved the federal aid would be ful-
filled to cover the exact project cost.

Bowser also informed the com-
missioners on a couple of ongoing 
projects at the Ennis airport, includ-
ing a tract of land that may soon 
be purchased by the airport. Tract 
4B, a 1.21 acre plot, has been under 
negotiation for some time, and the 
commissioners approved matching 
the historic rate of land acquisition 
for similar plots near the airport as 
just compensation for the current 
landowner. That historic rate comes 
to a total of just under $77,000 for 
the tract.

GIS Update and county roads
Geographic Information Sys-

tems (GIS) technical analyst Tommy 
Luksha showed the commissioners 
maps of each county district outlin-
ing an evaluation of county roads for 
the purposes of state fuel taxes.

The state of Montana provides 
each county with a given amount 
of revenue from fuel taxes based on 
the number of eligible road miles 
in the county, which is responsible 
for reporting the number of eligible 
miles to the Montana Department of 
Transportation (MDT). 

Over recent weeks, Luksha said 

he has evaluated the number of eligi-
ble miles in Madison County, com-
paring it to the number of miles the 
county currently receives fuel tax 
dollars for. According to his prelim-
inary data, there are as many as 400 
miles or more that Madison County 
could be receiving money for that it 
currently isn’t. Many of those miles 
are publicly accessible Forest Ser-
vice or Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) roads.

The current rate of fuel tax rev-
enue for Madison County is roughly 
$100 per mile, noted commissioner 
Jim Hart. If all the miles outlined 
in the data were approved, it could 
mean as much as $50,000 of addi-
tional revenue for the county.

However, Luksha said, MDT 
usually only allows a county to in-
crease its eligible miles by 10 miles 
per year, as a mechanism of ensur-
ing that counties aren’t trying to 
sneak large numbers of ineligible 
roads past regulations in order to get 
funds to which they aren’t entitled. 

When a county applies to have 
a large number of miles approved, 
MDT often puts a “freeze” on that 
county’s fuel tax revenue, keeping 
their rate static for a year in order to 
evaluate and approve all those new 
miles. That would delay the influx 
of potential new funding for at least 
a year.

However, the commissioners 
reasoned, that wait may be worth it 
if it meant nearly half a million dol-

lars of additional funding in future 
years. Luksha arranged to meet with 
each commissioner to evaluate data 
on each district to ensure the highest 
degree of accuracy before sending 
that data to MDT for evaluation.

Carcass Composting Site
Linda Owens of Madison Val-

ley Ranchlands Group met with 
the commissioners to provide 
an update on the county’s only 
carcass composting site, located 
southwest of Norris.

The site is used for ranchers or 
other livestock owners to dispose 
of dead animals in order to avoid 
attracting carnivores, like grizzly 
bears, mountain lions and wolves, 
to livestock areas if the carcasses 
are left and begin to decompose. 
The Ruby Valley is still working to 
get an enclosed site near Sheridan 
or Twin Bridges, but Owens says 
that until that happens, the Mad-
ison site will be open to anyone 
who needs it.

“We have three grants that help 
fund it,” says Owens, “so right now 
we are not going to be charging.”

The commissioners asked if 
money from the Livestock Loss 
Board could be used to fund the 
site, which is administered to live-
stock owners when a kill is proven 
to be the result of a carnivore in-
teraction. Owens says that money 
needs to remain directly with the 
ranchers whose livestock is lost.

“I believe the conservation 
groups should be willing to fund 
the compost site,” she says. “We 
want the predators to increase, so 
that involves putting money where 
our passions are.”

The Norris site, said Owens, is 
practically ready to go, although 
there is some snow to be removed. 
She is also waiting on the requi-
site permits from the Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
but said the requirements to attain 
those permits have already been 
met.

On a related note, the com-
mission delayed approval of a new 
wolf management reimbursement 
fee for landowners who—legal-
ly—kill a wolf in defense of do-
mestic livestock, provided the kill 
is approved by Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks (FWP). The amount of the 
fee has yet to be determined and 
would be paid out of Madison 
County’s Livestock Protection 
Committee funds. 

The commissioners elected to 
take extra time to review the lan-
guage of the proposal and delib-
erate on how much the fee should 
be. They will revisit the potential 
resolution at future meetings. The 
Madison County commissioners 
meet every Tuesday at the county 
administrative building in Virgin-
ia City.

Long term exposure to high 
levels of arsenic, a proven car-
cinogen, can cause damage to 
the neurological, respiratory, 
cardiovascular and gastrointes-

tinal systems, as well as skin 
lesions and bladder, lung and 
skin cancer. Young children 
are more susceptible to arse-
nic poisoning because of their 

lower weight and often weaker 
immune systems than adults. 
When the City of Three Forks 
is able to purchase and install 
a new filtration media in the 

treatment plant for Well 2, ar-
senic levels are expected to 
quickly drop back to below the 
MCL.

At the current juncture, the 
two schools will remain indepen-
dent for the 2019 football season.

Safety committee
Moving to other business, 

Wetherbee provided an update 
on Sheridan’s safety committee, 
which met the same evening just 
before the board did. Wetherbee 
said the committee would be 
refocusing to step up preparing 
for the school’s long-term strate-
gic plan when it came to safety. 
They would be evaluating each 
building and making a list of the 
highest priority projects in order 
to increase and maintain campus 
safety. He said he would present 
that list to the board at its April 
meeting.

Staffing
The board continued its 

practice of addressing one of its 

goals at each meeting, evaluating 
themselves on how they fulfill 
each one.

The goal for the March meet-
ing was providing “the staffing 
structure to promote a diverse 
and well-rounded education for 
all students through the employ-
ment of highly qualified individ-
uals.” Wetherbee said just that 
day the school had been inter-
viewing candidates for an art and 
librarian opening, all of whom 
could make a good addition to 
Sheridan’s staff.

“This is one where we’re do-
ing really well,” he said. “We 
employ a highly qualified mem-
ber in every position.”

Remaining on the staffing 
theme, the board then approved 
contract renewals for both Weth-
erbee and elementary principal 
Rod Stout. Wetherbee was eval-
uated by the board members ear-

lier this year, and both contracts 
were approved unanimously. 

The board also approved 
three new substitute teachers 
who will be added to the school’s 
list of available teachers, as well 
as hiring assistant track coaches 
for this season for both the high 
school and junior high teams.

Preliminary budget
To wrap up the meeting, 

Wetherbee presented Sheridan’s 
preliminary budget date for the 
fiscal year 2020, which has not 
yet been firmly set because the 
legislative session has not fin-
ished. He asked the board for 
discussion on whether or not 
Sheridan should run a mill levy, 
which area taxpayers would have 
to vote on.

The proposed levy would be 
worth around $9,000, Wetherbee 
said. 

Board member Will Fabel 
noted that it was less than one 
percent of a budgetary differ-
ence, and the board agreed that 
such a small change was not 
worth spending the money to 
hold an election.

Further reducing the need to 
expend the cost of an election 
would be if the two school board 
posts that will soon come open 
have any opposing candidates 
or not. If the two openings have 
only one candidate each—which 
is likely, as the two trustees 
run for re-election—Sheridan, 
like most of Madison County’s 
schools, may not hold an election 
this spring.

The next regular Sheridan 
school board meeting is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 
9.

WATER  continued from A1:       Three Forks water arsenic levels top federal regulations

COUNTY  continued from A1:       GIS update, county roads, carcass composting site discussed

SHERIDAN  continued from A1:       Board reviews preliminary budget data for 2019 - 2020 

Ruby Valley Medical Center board of trustees votes to 
demolish Ruby Valley Hospital building

Ruby Valley Hospital building in better days (Submitted)
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ect from grants from the state’s De-
partment of Natural Resources and 
Conservation (DNRC) and the re-
volving fund, money that eventually 
came from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.  But the town 
would have to match this, borrow-
ing from the DNRC at 2.5 percent 
across 20 years, a rate that no bank 
could beat.

“I don’t think there is a better 
way to reduce the costs of this,” 
Murdo said.

He also noted that if more than 
50 percent of the people in the SID 
didn’t want the project, it couldn’t be 
attempted for another six months.

Theys explained that 86.5 per-
cent of the $600,000 project would 
be funded by grants the town ex-
pected to receive. 

The remaining 13.42 percent, 
about $40,000 worth, was split 
50/50 between the town and Twin 
Bridges school district. 

Bottom line, the town was re-
sponsible for about 6.5 percent of 
the total cost of the project, and this 
would cost property owners a total 
of $155 per parcel, to be paid at the 
rate of $23.10 per year across the 
next 20 years. Parcels could be a 
single lot or multiple lots, depending 
on how the county had prepared the 
geocodes on the deeds.

Property owner issues
The loss of parking spaces on 

6th Avenue was the first issue raised 
by property owners.

Property owners Patty and Jeff 
Walker had seen the plans and an-
ticipated losing a number of parking 
spaces in front of their business and 
around a pump house. Patty accused 
the council of having “something 
against us.”

“This project makes no sense,” 
another property owner told council. 
“The town is shrinking, people are 
shrinking, we don’t need it.”

Jeff Walker brought the results 
of a survey he and Patty conducted 
about the overall project to council 
as evidence of property owner dis-
approval. 

The Walkers told council they’d 
sent out about 200 post cards to 
property owners the week before 
the meeting, asking them if they ap-
proved of the project. They received 
50 responses to this mailing, with 
only two property owners approv-
ing of the project. This meant, the 
Walkers told the council, 96 percent 
of the residents of Twin Bridges dis-
approved of the project.

Jeff Walker said that in his 
restaurant over the last 20-40 years, 
he has never heard anyone express a 
desire for more storm drains. 

“Can’t you wait until more cards 
come back,” he said, referencing the 
survey.

Jeff Walker then asked coun-
cil why they didn’t follow majority 
rule, “the American way, the Mon-
tana way” of doing things given this 
information.

Others also complained about 
the lack of communication from 
council on the plans, saying they’d 
never received the letters sent by 
council and didn’t know or under-
stand the plans. 

Patty Walker wondered if since 
the school and the town were part 
of this project, taxpayers would be 
“double assessed” by both school 
and town to pay for it.

Two other property owners 
wondered if there were not any 
chance the council could “back 
things up” and giving people more 
time to voice their concerns about 
the project.

Council’s response
The council’s response to the 

property owner complaints was 
simple:

For the last two years, the coun-
cil has been considering and dis-
cussing this project, appropriately 
advertising public hearings and 
following the legal procedures in-
volved in getting it done.

Surveys and other information 
sent out by council told them that 
residents wanted better storm water 
management in the community, that 
it was a priority.

Councilman Matt Greemore 
also explained how better storm 
water management had been a third-
ranked town priority listed by resi-
dents as something they wanted to 
accomplish since 2007. He said the 
town council checked updates to the 
lagoon, the water system and other 
projects before tackling this one and 
disputed the Walkers’ 96 percent 
figure.

Councilmen Nolan Frandsen 
spoke about this personal situation, 
to quell rumors that he’d combined 
three lots he owned into one to avoid 
the $155 fees. This was not so, he 
said. He would be hit with the $155 
fee for the three lots, and combined 
them, specifically to avoid any sug-
gestion of impropriety, after the SID 
was created, not before.

Greemore, Frandsen and Coun-
cilman Joe Willauer asked for more 
parking spaces to be added in order 
to accommodate businesses. There 
was concern about getting too close 
to a pumphouse where an 850-volt 
electric service might entice kids to 
danger, while the town needed to ac-
cess the pumphouse.

While Jeff Walker agreed that 

council’s incorporations of some of 
the property owners’ concerns was 
acceptable, he still pointed to the 
survey he and Patty had done and 
said the council had still not fol-
lowed majority rule. 

Patty Walker thanked council 
for being willing to add parking 
space to their plans.

On a motion by Willauer and 
Scott Holbrook to provide more 
parking, council unanimously ap-
proved the sidewalk plan for Main 
Street and 6th Avenue.

Other property owners left the 
meeting grumbling, while Mayor 
Tom Hyndman thanked people for 
coming.

In other business, council
• Approved the transfer of gas 

tax funds, about $4,000, to help pay 
for street repairs.

• Approved a final budget 
amendment moving monies around 
in order to cover the SID payments 
and the Madison County Fair-
grounds water line payments.

• Tabled a motion to allow 
Spiffy-Biffy portable toilets to dump 
50 to 100 gallons of waste per day 
into the town’s sewer system during 
emergencies, like the cold weather 
that impacted the county early in 
March and during February. Gary 
and Heather Caprara, Spiffy-Biffy 
owners, told council they currently 
had a field application permit they 
might use, but in the event this was 
inaccessible, they were asking to use 
the town sewer for emergency pur-
poses. Council may reconsider this 
during April.

• Was asked by town attorney 
Lori Harshbarger to figure out why 
there was a disconnect between 
council and so many citizens, prop-
erty owners, the library board and 
others. She also admonished coun-
cil to clean up things like interlocal 
agreements, credit cards, informa-
tion sharing, and other outstanding 
items.

Great West Engineering’s Jeremiah Theys, PE explains  the  6th 
Ave. sidewalk project and how it might be modified to suit the 
town’s needs at Twin Bridges town council meeting March 12 

SHERIDAN – Water and how 
it might be used dominated the 
Sheridan town council’s meeting on 
Monday, March 11.

New well
Sheridan has eight potential 

bidders on drilling the town’s new 
well, Mayor Bob Stump told town 
council. Bidders from Bozeman, 
Butte, Helena, Great Falls, Sheri-
dan and even Georgia responded 
to the town’s request for bids. The 
bids would be opened on Thursday, 
March 28, Stump said. 

From there, the process of con-
tinuing with the well would be:

• The bids would be turned over 
to the engineer to be evaluated and 
make sure they meet the criteria pro-
vided.

• The bids would then be shared 
with U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Rural Development (RD) 
office, where some of the money 
for the well is coming from. They 
would have 30 days to evaluate the 
bids. Stump received an RD prom-
ise that the agency would expedite 
this review, but he held little hope 
that this would take less than 30 
days.

• If RD and the town could 
agree upon a driller and the price, 
that bid would be selected. The es-

timated cost of the bid is $250,000 
- $300,000. “I’m praying the bids 
are good,” Stump said, otherwise, 
the town would have to borrow 
more money to get the well drilled, 
and unanticipated costs are already 
cropping up. One example was 
$17,000 to run electric to power the 
well. The town believed it could tap 
into an existing line near the Car-
ry Lane wellhead and draw power 
from it.  However, this was a trans-
mission line, not a distribution line, 
and couldn’t be tapped.

• The earliest Stump anticipated 
the well being drilled was the end of 
April.

Sheridan pool
Sheridan Parks Board member 

Mary Graham shared some good 
news and some bad news about the 
Sheridan pool.

The good news was that the pool 
was going to open a couple of weeks 
earlier than last year, beginning in 
early June, with a closing date of 
August 17, and that lifeguards and 
other pool personnel were pretty 
much in hand.

The bad news was that the pool 
is in need of repairs. 

Graham said the Pool Club re-
ceived three quotes on pool repairs 
ranging from $10,000 to $45,000. 
This included about $20,000 worth 
of work on the filter system, the 
main priority, and rebuilding the 

pool’s boiler unit. Also on the wish 
list was a new $8,000 - $9,000 pump.

Between the parks and rec-
reation board, the Pool Club and 
contributions from the town toward 
the pool, Graham believed about 
$21,000 could be acquired for pool 
repairs. This included $11,000 from 
the Sheridan Parks Board reserve, 
about $7,000 from the Pool Club and 
$3,000 from what remained of the 
$7,000 the town put toward the pool. 
Graham also said the Pool Club 
would be doing lots of fundraising 
in addition to this.

“If we don’t do this (fix the filter 
system) we’re living on borrowed 
time,” Graham told council. The 
pool could get by without a new 
pump, she said, but the filter system 
was a priority.

Looking into the future, the 
pool would likely be in need of oth-
er big-ticket repairs in the future: A 
new pool liner was one item Gra-
ham estimated would be needed 
within the next two to five years. An 
estimate on the cost of a new liner 
was about $45,000, she said, but that 
was 10 year ago. New technology 
– something like a spray-on pickup 
truck bed liner – was a possibility, 
but no cost for this was known. The 
pool was currently patching a small 
hole in the liner.

Considering the impact of these 
costs and the fact that there was no 
way that the Pool Club alone could 

raise $45,000 for a new liner, Gra-
ham and the council wondered who 
is actually responsible for the pool – 
the town, the Park Board, the Pool 
Club?

She also noted that the pool 
would cost about $26,000 to operate 
this year, yet the cost of creating a 
new park or pool could run into the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
which made the pool, even with its 
expenses, a “considerable asset” to 
the community. 

“What would kids do in summer 
without the pool?” she wondered.

Town Attorney Stephaine Kru-
er – she loves the pool, she said, it’s 
great for kids – saw Graham’s ques-
tion as a “springboard” to look into 
town and county records to see how 
the Park Board was created and fig-
ure out who the pool belongs to. The 
town does cover insurance on the 
pool, Kruer was told, but she noted 
that the Parks Board was a coun-
ty-appointed entity, and that it might 
be possible to increase slightly the 
$25 per household county tax lev-
ied for parks and recreation to cover 
some future expenses.

Councilman Mike Walter sug-
gested a capital improvement fund 
that could start soon and set aside 

funding for things like a pool liner 
in the years ahead.

Graham noted that the Pool Club 
was interested in raising as much 
money as they could, but was run-
ning out of fundraising ideas. Gra-
ham talked about an April 6 fund-
raising event with spring activities 
like face painting and games; also, 
acquiring grants for pool repairs and 
potentially doing the Sheridan Days 
barbecue, a good fundraiser for the 
Pool Club in 2018, although she not-
ed that other groups were vying for 
this fundraiser.

Joe Willauer, executive direc-
tor of Headwaters Resource Con-
servation Development (HRCD), a 
nonprofit focused on improving the 
economic and social well-being of 
southwest Montana through con-
servation, development and proper 
use of natural and human resources, 
pitched ideas for what HRCD can do 
for the council. 

Willauer said HRCD offers help 
with small business development, 
economic development, funding 
and finances, finding new agricul-
tural markets and other activities. 
Examples of this include Quick-
Books training, first time homebuy-
er help and social media training.

Willauer said he thought HRCD 
could help with the pool’s problems 
in any number of ways, including 
creating a $75,000 capital improve-
ment plan and acquiring grants from 
public and private entities, including 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
businesses like NorthWestern Ener-
gy involved in civic development, 
and other sources. He said the Parks 
Board or Pool Club would have to 
write its own grant, but that HRDC 
could help put it in front of the right 
money sources to get some funding.

A joint meeting of all concerned 
was suggested.

In other business:
• Spiffy Biffy portable toilets 

asked for permission to dispose 
waste from portable toilets in the 
town sewer – council tabled this.

• Fire Chief Ben Hitchcock talk-
ed about how fire department mem-
bers shoveled snow out from around 
all of the town’s fire hydrants and 
also helped some residents shovel 
out their mailboxes.

• Public Works Director Curt 
Green was lauded for his depart-
ment’s snow removal work. Green 
also noted that a 450-foot-long ser-
vice line on Wisconsin Street froze 
during the recent cold spell.

TWIN  continued from A1:            Property owners try to nix project

Water and how it is used a concern for Sheridan town council
JOHN D. TAYLOR

editor@madisoniannews.com

508 CENTENNIAL DRIVE | SHERIDAN
#328846 | $379,900

One of Sheridan’s finest homes. Exceptionally well-constructed/maintained super custom 2,231 sf 3bd 
2+ba home on two adjoining lots in Passamari Subdivision. Spacious; 2,231 sf living space; 3 bd 2+ba 

and bonus room. High ceilings with an open concept; gourmet kitchen, living & dining areas. Master 
suite with adjoining bath, claw foot tub/shower, double vanity. Attached finished garage. 

Detached finished building with many possible uses, two RV covers. Yard is completely fenced 
w/underground sprinklers and domestic well.  Please call for more information.

FRANK COLWELL 596-1076  |  FRANK.COLWELL@BHHSMT.COM 
NICHOLETTE PICKEN 698-0853 |  NICHOLETTE.PICKEN@BHHSMT.COM 

Frank Colwell,
Broker

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Nicholette Picken,
Sales Associate
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Klasen Septic
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for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

OPINION
By Lee Banville 

The students I teach at the University of Montana often show up with a 
powerful assumption: If there is some piece of information out there, Google 
can find it. It’s an understandable belief for 19-year-olds who have grown up 
in a world where ubiquitous connection to the Internet and easy access to 
vast reams of webpages is expected.

But for all those Wikipedia pages and Wayback Machines, there are 
countless documents that you, as a Montanan, have a constitutional right 
to see and you won’t find them no matter how many pages of search results 
you click on. That information is sitting in your county courthouse or the 
state agency in Helena. It is being discussed at the city council or at the local 
school board meeting.

And that is sort of the point of Sunshine Week. Sunshine Week runs from 
March 10-16 this year and is put together by the American Society of News 
Editors and Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. Its goal is pretty 
straightforward: highlight and promote transparency in government.  

But transparency itself is sort of a strange word. The Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Brandeis famously wrote, “Sunlight is said to be the best of 
disinfectants; electric light the most efficient policeman.” The idea that the 
best way to keep the government representing all of us was for all of us to be 
able to see its workings, to contribute to its operation.

The Montanans who gathered to write our state constitution in 1972 
knew and believed in this idea, incorporating two rights into the new docu-
ment — the public’s right to know and its right to participate. 

Donald Foster, a Lewistown Independent who served as a delegate to the 
state’s constitutional convention stressed that these two rights were to serve 
the public, saying during the deliberations, “[T]he citizens of the state will 
expect to participate in agency decisions prior to the time the agency makes 
up its mind .... It is also a commitment at the level of fundamental law to seek 
structures, rules and procedures that maximize the access of citizens to the 
decision-making institutions of state government.” For that participation to 
count, the public needs to know about the government’s work and the issues 
at stake.

For nearly 50 years, Montana has stressed public participation and the 

transparency that makes that possible. 
But these rights are fragile and in need in constant attention and defense. 

One misinformed county clerk or nervous school board member or one 
agency demanding money to hire a lawyer to review the document a mem-
ber of the public requested could make those rights and the idea of transpar-
ent government mere words on a four-decades-old paper.

I am a member of the Montana Freedom of Information Hotline, a ser-
vice that helps members of the public and journalists navigate the state’s laws 
and gray zones of public access, and we have seen some things in the past 
year that are both encouraging and worrying. 

On the encouraging side, we have had more and more individuals — not 
journalists or lawyers, just Montanans trying to access information — con-
tact us for help. We are happy to try and aid their efforts to ensure the system 
Delegate Foster envisioned continues here. 

But we have also seen troubling developments that may make access to 
records a luxury only the wealthy can afford. Montana’s Supreme Court is 
currently considering a case about lawyer’s fees in a public records case. This 
all sounds pretty wonky, but think of it this way: If you go to get a public 
document and the government thinks you should not have it and then you 
take them to court and a judge says the state was wrong, should you have 
to pay for all that work your lawyer did to correct a government mistake? If 
the answer is “yes” or “maybe,” I worry that most of us out here in Montana 
will just throw up our hands and give up because the idea of hiring a lawyer 
seems pretty intimidating.

These issues often seem pretty distant from our day-to-day lives as we 
desperately try to hang on until spring, but making sure Montanans can 
access information from their government and be able to participate in the 
work of government is as important now as it was when Mr. Foster argued 
for it nearly 50 years ago. But for this to continue to be the Montana way, 
we must all stay vigilant. That way, we will continue to live in a world of 
sunshine and, maybe one day, some warmer temperatures.

Lee Banville is a professor of journalism at the University of Montana 
in Missoula. He can be reached at lee.banville@umontana.edu or at (406) 
243-2577. 

Sunshine Week

Editor:
There is an ongoing effort by Democrats in Congress to improve 

the Affordable Care Act that has already improved the lives of many 
Americans. The effort is called “Medicare for All.”

Medicare is a wonderful program that has reduced personal health 
care expenses for millions of seniors. However, due to compromises 
to gain Republican votes in 1965, Medicare only covers 80 percent of 
doctor visits and tests. It doesn’t cover dental, eyeglasses or drugs.

Therefore, I would like our legislators in Congress to consider 
“Medicaid for All.”

Medicaid, also set up in 1965 to provide medical care for our poor-
est citizens, is a much better program than Medicare. It is time to 
extend the better parts of Medicaid to all the people of this country.

However, the Medicaid plan that is going to be rammed through 
the Montana state legislature by the Republican majority does not 
follow the spirit of providing medical care to our needy friends and 
neighbors. 

The bill has so many restrictions that it indicates that the Repub-
licans really don’t want to help poor people. Also, the restrictions 
will add to the already established bureaucracy that oversees the plan. 
Republicans are so worried about fraud that their plans will add new 
state employees to administer the new restrictions. 

It is a vicious cycle with the cruel Republican goal of destroying 
Medicaid in Montana. 

Don’t let them do it.
Ian Root, Ennis.

Editor:
At the recent meetings in Ennis regarding attempts to put forth 

guidelines for protecting the Madison River from over-fishing, there 
was a hue and cry from guides and outfitters.

They claimed that restrictions of any kind were not “Montanan.” 
They cried that their very livelihoods were being threatened, as if 
monetary interests trumped all others.

I’ve been fishing the Madison since the mid-1980s, before some 
of these guides were born. I’ve fished it before and after Whirling 
Disease. I’ve fished it over the last years when fishing has become 
worse, watching thousands of floated guide trips, each day with a 
daisy chain of boats.

To claim that restrictions are not Montanan is ridiculous. The 
Madison is an iconic fishery precisely because of regulation. The river 
isn’t stocked because of restrictions. It is a catch-and-release fishery 
because of restrictions. Saving the river from commercial over-fish-
ing, through prudent regulation is precisely a Montanan thing to do. 

As to whether the monetary interests of guides and outfitters are 
primary, again I say no. The health of the river and all the wildlife 
it sustains is paramount, over and above all interests. Our duty as 
citizens and conservationists is to protect the river, especially from 
greed.

It irks me that the commercial interests of the guides is the only 
monetary concern being discussed. I own a home on the Madison 
River. I’m not rich. My wife and I worked all our lives to build our 
cabin. It represents nearly all of our life savings. And its primary mar-
ket attribute is access to the Madison River. We’re not alone in this. 

Yet if the guides over-fish the river and break it, and they surely 
will, what then?

Well, nearby, there are the Gallatin and Yellowstone to over-fish. 
Or, the young guides can pick up stakes, rent in Idaho, and over-fish 
the Henry’s Fork. But we can’t do that. The Madison is our home. 
Once the river is broken through over-fishing, our property value will 
go bust. 

You think the guides and outfitters will be there to help us out? 
No, they’ll have other fish to fry.

Keith Shein, Cameron

Editor:
I have been fishing the Madison River since 1987.
I used to catch many fish each day. Now that I am a better fly fish-

erman, I catch very few fish, often none.
Fish surveys show the trout population is still high. What is the 

difference between them and now? Fishing pressure.
Last week I went to Dallas’ only fly shop for fishing line dressing. 

An older guide and a young guide asked the purpose of my visit. 
When the 25 year-old asked where my line got so dirty, I said, “I 
don’t want to give the river a bad name, but the Madison.” He said, 
“It already has a bad name, I am never going back there.” This is not 
a singular opinion.

I keep coming back to the Madison for two reasons: habit and 
friendships – not for the fishing. My loyalty is not endless but is en-
couraging me to make one last effort to improve the fishing experi-
ence on the Madison.

Let’s go back to the regulations in effect for so long when the fish-
ing was very good: make the walk-in wade sections from Earthquake 
Lake to Lyons Bridge and from Ennis town site to Ennis Lake truly 
walk-in wade sections. The FWP Commission left a loophole in the 
old regulations for these wade sections allowing personal watercraft 
that got progressively expanded to allow drift boats, resulting in drift 
and wade.

The exodus has begun.
It is difficult to discern the fly fisher that does not return, the cabin 

that does not get purchased in the beginning of a trend. But it is here 
now and will grow until the fishing pressure is relieved and the fish-
ing experience gets better.

Vincent Meyer, Dallas, TX

Editor:
In a recent letter, we are told to not watch particular TV channels 

the writer says are not stating facts and are “ultra-conservative”.   
The writer also indicates that one TV program “… stokes fears of 

big government.” 
I suppose if she alive in 1788 through 1791 she would also have 

told the Founders and signers of the U.S. Constitution that their fears 
of a big central government were unfounded. Her views likely tell us 
the writer is fearful of stories that don’t fit her worldview. 

Studies report that American journalists strongly lean toward the 
Democratic Party.  Thus, it is truly surprising the writer found any 
story on local or national news not meeting her bias. 

Local stations are simply presenting both sides of the story.  Free-
dom of speech is a critical freedom.  The answer to speech we do not 
like or agree with is more speech, not less.  Ultimately, “news” can 
become propaganda when limited by any government.

Bob Williams, McAllister

Editor:
If you care about health care for Montana citizens and Montana’s 

own economic health, please pay attention to HB 425 the bill to keep 
Medicaid as it is now working with proven success and HB 658 the 
bill to sabotage it with added onerous requirements and extra costly 
administration. 

Hearings were held all day Mar. 16. Powerful testimony from 
proponents for HB 425 expressed Medicaid’s proof of worth from: 
Doctors; dental care specialists; CEOs of health care providers; small 
counties’ rural hospitals; speakers from Indian country; veterans; 
private insurance companies, the MT Chamber of Commerce; and 
people who were helped and able to return to work through Medicaid 
assistance.

Testimony from opponents against continued Medicaid care in-
cluded: three Republican legislators who separately accused the 
Medicaid program of being riddled with fraud and college students 
who are “edging out” the disabled; another also suggested Montan-
ans were “gaming” the system, but that his niece deserved to receive 
government health care while others do not; a third said Medicaid 
represented dangerous socialism. 

It is noted that all legislators have excellent “socialistic” health 
insurance paid for by Montana taxpayers.

What was striking about many opponents’ testimony is that, okay, 
Medicaid is effective, but it’s up to them or the legislative body to 
decide who is deserving or worthy to receive health insurance, hence 
the perhaps impossible new required burdens. 

Statistics from DPHHS state that in Madison County, Medicaid 
serves 399 recipients, in Beaverhead County 764 and in Butte/Silver-
Bow 4,205.

The current Medicaid program brings jobs, rehabilitation, health 
care insurance, and sound, again, proven economy to our State and 
our hospitals. Fraud allegations seem to be the criteria for the oppo-
nents — make  them prove it. Call your representative and senator and 
support the current Medicaid system that is working.

Pat Bradley, Twin Bridges 

Editor:
Like many of us, I want my privacy and personal dignity respect-

ed throughout my life, including at the time of my death. I believe 
the manner by which I die, to the extent I have any say in the matter, 
should be between myself, my doctor, and my God.

For the past four Montana Legislative Sessions and again this ses-
sion, a group of extreme right wing legislators has launched an all-out 
assault on the right of Montana adults to access medical aid in dying.

Medical aid in dying is the process by which a terminally ill pa-
tient who is thinking clearly and can self-injest medication specifical-
ly asks his or her doctor to write a prescription which the patient may 
choose to take in order to achieve a peaceful death.

HB 284 would revise current homicide law and include medical 
aid in dying as a crime by which doctors could be given a prison sen-
tence for 10 years, to life, up to the death penalty!

Shockingly, House Bill 284 has passed the House and is currently 
being considered in the Senate. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee will hear the bill on Thursday 
morning, May 21st. The Committee will subsequently take a vote. If 
the vote wins majority support, the bill will go to the Senate floor for 
a vote by the entire Senate. 

Now is the time to contact the Senate Judiciary Committee and 
your State Senator and express your opposition to the bill. 

I hope you will make these calls or send these emails.  Please urge 
them to vote NO on HB 284.

Doris Fischer, Sheridan
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• Mountain property on 537± acres
• Checkerboard BLM on 3 sides
• Located in the premier 380 hunting district

Michelle
VanDyke 

broker
406.684.5686

Dot
Merrill 

broker
 406.570.9067  

SHINING MOUNTAINS I, ENNIS 
$97,900 | #220788

• Heart of Axolotl Lakes recreational area
• Beautifully treed 21+ acres
• Underground power & massive mountain views

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288   

• 61± acres
• Close to the Lee Metcalf Wilderness area
• VIEWS VIEWS VIEWS!

Holly
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527 

MUSTANG RANCHES | ENNIS
$350,000 | #324518

RECREATIONAL ACREAGE

• Close to USFS trailheads
• 23± acres
• Many lakes nearby

Jan
Murphy

broker
406.539.4200 

TBD POND RD, CAMERON
$49,900 | #321952

• 20± acres
• Year round access w/views in all directions
• Sheep Creek trail-head & USFS access 1 mi away

Kristie
Vessey

sales associate
406.580.1842      

SPORTSMANS PARADISE | CAMERON
$90,000 | #214873

• 8.57± acres overlooking Ruby Reservoir
• No covenants!
• 360° panoramic views of the surrounding mountains

Nicholette
Picken 

sales associate
406.698.0853    

905 UPPER RUBY ROAD, ALDER
$289,000 | #318096

• 20± acres
• Seasonal water
• Access to Lee Metcalf Wilderness

Tim
Beardsley 
sales associate
406.581.7056    

RISING SUN, CAMERON
$170,000 | #328548

VALLEY VIEW HIGHLANDS, ENNIS     
$225,000 | #310715  

• 10.527± acres
• Great recreational accesses
• Power & Well

KEATING GULCH, RADERSBURG
$570,000 | #319580

Regional Science Fair Results...
TWIN BRIDGES – Regional science fair results involving Twin 

Bridges students include the following:
• 5th Grade - Brooke Anderson - silver medal; Aiden Manger 

and Maisy Hutchinson, bronze medals. 
• 7th grade - Emily LaYacona and Ayla Janzen - gold medal; 

Allie Dale, silver medal.
• 8th Grade - Ruby Waller - gold medal; Zeke Redfield - 

bronze medal
Ruby and Ayla placed in the top 10 overall in the fair.  Allie, 

Emily, Ayla, Zeke, Ruby all qualified for the state science fair.

–   Clarification   –
Several items in the 3/14/2019 Madison River Negotiated 

Rulemaking Committee (NRC) article need some clarification:
• Prior to the March 6 and 7 NRC meetings, there were four 

previous meetings, two in January and two in February.
• No “worm dunking” is permitted in the Madison, it is an 

artificial lures only water.
• Joe Dilschneider claims he said “…commercial users al-

ready pay for the privilege of operating on the Madison,” at the 
March 6 meeting.

• Lisa Carruthers is the Operations Manager of McAllister 
Inn, not its owner.

Also, a letter to the editor critical of the Madison River 
Foundation was not fully identified in the 3/14 edition. The 
writer was Matt Smith, of Ennis.

WHITEFISH - In an at-
tempt to whitewash the Trump 
administration’s abysmal record 
on public lands and wildlife, 
the President signed a major bi-
partisan public lands package. 
Although the legislation reau-
thorizes the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF), the 
administration’s commitment 
to the program is all show, evi-
denced by the President refusing 
to fund the vital program in his 
newly released FY2020 Budget.

“While the bipartisan work 
of Congress to pass this im-
portant public lands package is 
an important step in the right 
direction, without full funding 
for public lands access pro-
grams like the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, America’s 
public lands, parks and commu-
nities still are left with an empty 
promise,” said Western Values 
Project Executive Director Chris 
Saeger. “We need Congress to 
again do what this administra-
tion has failed to do by funding 
the LWCF.”

The Trump administration’s 
proposed budgets have repeat-
edly tried to nearly zero out 
(LWCF). LWCF expired under 
the last Congress, and funding 
has not been authorized since 
September 30, 2018, costing the 
fund approximately $400 mil-
lion.

The LWCF, created in 1964, 
uses revenue generated from off-
shore oil and gas leasing to fund 
the development of parks and 
enhance public access to outdoor 
recreation. The fund has benefit-
ed all 50 states and doesn’t cost 
taxpayers a dime. LWCF has 
successfully funded over 41,000 
conservation and lands projects 
at the federal, state and regional 
levels over the past five decades

The FY 2020 budget can be 
found at https://www.doi.gov/
sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/2020_
highlights_book.pdf

Despite LWCF 
bill signing, bud-

get nearly 
zeroes out 

funding

“I like to show people things they 
wouldn’t ordinarily see,” says wildlife 
photographer and writer Tim Irwin, of 
Ennis.

Irwin grew up in western 
Pennsylvania, in the hometown of that 

infamous weather prognosticator, Punxsutawney Phil – a critter 
Irwin would like to have barbecued this winter. 

As a kid, he had an affinity for white-tailed deer and once a month would 
ride his bicycle to the A&P grocery store to buy the latest edition of Outdoor 
Life. This proved to be the genesis for his path through life.

A sophomore in high school, he developed skills as an illustrator and 
wrote articles for the local newspaper. The paper liked his worked, but 
encouraged him to learn how to shoot photos to accompany his writing. So 
he borrowed a camera from the biology teacher and with his first roll of film 
won a national award for his photos.

“I have the same eye (for photos) I had at 15,” Irwin said, “it’s just 
developed more.”

Since then, Irwin has been heavily involved in outdoor communications 
of all sorts. He’s written and provided photos for magazines like American 
Hunter and others; he represented about 150 photographers as an agent; he 
moved to Los Angeles,  then in 1988, to Seattle, Wash., where he ran his own 
advertising agency with accounts from Realtree, Mossberg, Walls and others. 

Eventually, his path led him to Montana: First, to a home in Gallatin 
Gateway, a place he sold; most recently to Ennis.

Irwin said his real surge in focusing on wildlife photography came in 
2006, with the advent of digital cameras, which allowed him to do things he 
couldn’t do with film cameras.

Irwin’s desire to share the outdoors with people has let many experience 
those things they wouldn’t ordinarily see, so it’s hats off to Irwin’s passion and 
abilities to share nature with others.

Tim Irwin
By John Taylor
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Home and Garden 
Special Section

Come help celebrate 
our anniversaries with 

Cabin Creek and Ennis Trading Post! 

SATURDAY, MARCH 30th

• Store-wide Sales in both stores!
• Refreshments! • Prizes!

Cabin Creek 
111 E. Main St., Ennis

Ennis Trading Post
113 E .Main St., Ennis

HEIRLOOM GREENHOUSES
Extend your growing season & maximize your yield in our beautiful, rugged greenhouses. 

Know where your food comes from this year, start planting today with a Montana 
made greenhouse. No worries about hail, deer and early frost!

Quality Handcrafted Greenhouses & Cottages to Enhance your Western Landscape 
Delivered to Your Home.

Largest Outdoor Furniture Selection in Montana
**furniture arriving early May**

6532 US Highway 287 - Norris, Montana | (406) 685-3677
www.frdmontana.com • email: nye@frdmontana.com

 Sheridan’s lovely Jackson’s Garden 
is a unique and elegant outdoor 
event space available for your

special occasions. 

Get More Bang for Your Buck With These 
Spring Home Improvements

Submitted by Statepoint.net 

The warmer weather 
means it’s time to start think-
ing about home improve-
ment projects. Whether 
you’re getting your home in 
tip-top shape for your own 
enjoyment, or getting it 
ready to put on the market, 
not all home improvement 
projects are created equal 
when it comes to return on 
investment (ROI). Here are 
top areas on which to focus:

Interiors
The kitchen is the heart 

of the home and it’s one of 
the best areas to renovate 
in terms of ROI, according 
to Remodeling magazine’s 
annual Cost vs. Value Re-
port, which puts the price 
tag of the average minor 
kitchen remodel at $22,507, 
with 80.5 percent of the 
cost recouped upon resale.

To give the kitchen an up-
dated appearance, replace 
the flooring, countertops, 
sink and faucet. A fresh coat 
of paint in a trendy shade, 
such as Living Coral, Pan-
tone’s Color of the Year, 
can add a vibrant pop of 
color to energize any kitch-
en. Not looking to go that 
bold? Consider an accent 
wall, or stick to a classic 
palate of gray and white in 
terms of cabinets and coun-
tertops. White on white is 
also a popular new style for 
kitchens and bathrooms.

Other features home buy-
ers are paying close atten-
tion to are laundry rooms and 

such energy-saving elements 
as Energy Star appliances and 
windows, according to the 
survey “What Home Buyers 
Want in 2019” by the National 
Association of Home Builders.

Curb Appeal 
The popularity of outdoor 

projects remains strong and 
it’s for a good reason. Ac-
cording to the Cost vs. Value 
Report, the biggest bang for 

your buck in 2019 will come 
from replacing a garage 
door. The report says the 
average price is $3,611, and 
97.5 percent of it is recouped 
when the house is sold.

Other outdoor projects 
with high ROI include adding 
manufactured stone veneer 
to the exterior (94.9 per-
cent), adding a wood deck 
(75.6 percent) and replacing 
siding (75.6 percent). Look-

ing for a simpler way to make 
an impact? Sprucing up the 
landscape by planting flow-
ers or bushes or even just 
clearing the yard of debris 
will make a big statement.

No matter what updates 
you end up making, it’s al-
ways a good idea to notify 
your insurance agent. “Cer-
tain upgrades may change 
the value of a house, so 
homeowners need to make 

sure they’re properly cov-
ered,” says Bob Buckel, vice 
president of product manage-
ment, Erie Insurance. “There 
are a few things to look for. 
Ask your agent about guaran-
teed replacement cost poli-
cies that can cover the cost to 
rebuild a home in today’s dol-
lars following a covered loss.”

Some upgrades may also 
make you eligible for dis-
counts, Buckel adds, espe-

cially if they make the home 
more secure. “For example, 
Erie Insurance offers certain 
safety discounts such as for 
installing smoke alarms or an 
automatic sprinkler system.”

Now you have a check-
list of DIY projects to focus 
on this spring. But before 
you start, take a moment 
to assess which ones are 
worth your time and money.
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More Home and Garden

Christensen
r e n t a l s

NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON • ENNIS, MT

We have

• ROTOTILLERS • POWER RAKES • AERATORS 
to get your lawn in shape, 

 • POSTHOLE DIGGERS with Potted Plant 
Attachment for landscaping projects, 

and • POWER WASHERS and • PAINT SPRAYERS  
for those clean up and spruce up 

Spring projects!

OPENING DAY
APRIL 22, 2019

GRAND RE-OPENING 
CELEBRATION
MAY 18, 2019

Countryside Greenhouse
184 Seyler Lane in Twin Bridges, MT

406.684.5263 | www.countrysidegreenhousemt.com
Mon – Sat: 9 - 5:30 

Now OPEN Sundays: 10 – 2

F i n d  u s  on  Facebook !

Bedding Plants - Herbs - Vegetables
Perennials - Hanging Baskets 

Paint your Garden with Plants!
Open early May to early August

Marsh’s Mountain 
Greenhouse

Sarris Marsh
52 Marsh Ln, Sheridan | 842-5971 | cell 596-1231

Where your imagination takes root.

33 Holliday Dr., Butte MT 782-5855  •  220 Kendall Court, Belgrade MT 388-2559

Submitted by Statepoint.net 

Protecting our water 
is one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing the planet, 
but many of us don’t real-
ize how much water f lows 
through our lives every 
day. According to the EPA, 
the average US household 
wastes nearly 10,000 gallons 
of water each year – rough-
ly enough to fill a residen-
tial-sized swimming pool. 
Talk about a reality check.

This year, resolve to care 
for our most precious re-
source with a few simple 
eco-conscious tr icks and 
swaps that will reduce wa-
ter waste and keep our wa-
ter clean – not to mention 
help out your wallet, too.

• Implement meatless 
Mondays: A single pound 
of beef requires more than 
1,800 gallons of water to 
produce, compared to tofu, 
which only takes approxi-
mately 300 gallons, accord-

ing to the Water Footprint 
Network. So, once a week, 
plan a meat alternative for a 
meal or hit up your hipster, 
foodie fr iend and go to a 
vegan restaurant (they’re 
all the rage r ight now).

• Reuse excess water: 
Your leftover cooking wa-
ter is liquid gold. Save wa-
ter remaining from boiling 
pasta and steaming vegeta-
bles and recycle it by nour-
ishing your houseplants or 
outdoor garden with the 
surplus. Plus, your plants 
will love the extra nutr ients.

• Replace your shower-
head: A great way to con-
serve water is by installing 
a low-flow showerhead. 
With an Eco-Per formance 
showerhead, like the Ve-
locity rainshower shower-
head from Moen, you can 
conserve water and still 
have plenty of pressure to 
lather, r inse and repeat.

• Invest in a reusable wa-
ter bottle: Whether you’re 

chugging water after Soul-
Cycle or casually sipping 
throughout the day, reus-
able water bottles are con-
venient and eco-fr iendly. 
With the growing prob-
lem of plastic pollution in 
our water supply (see ya, 
straws!), utilizing a reusable 
water bottle can make a big 
dif ference, with the possi-
bility to save an average of 
156 plastic bottles each year, 
according to EarthDay.org. 

• Try a waterless facial 
cleanser: The secret is out: 
r inse-free cleansers are 
taking over. These deter-
gent-free liquids will purify 
skin of dir t, oil and makeup. 
Simply apply a few drops to 
a cotton pad, swipe it across 
your skin and you’re done. 
These cleansers will get 
your complexion squeaky 
clean - - no water necessary. 

These great water-saving 
ideas can help you be more 
conscientious when it comes 
to protecting this limited 
resource - - and will ensure 
you’ll get a hearty pat-on-
the-back from Mother Earth.

5 Water-Saving Ideas Worthy of a 
High-Five from Mother Earth

Ways to Boost Your 
Home’s Curb Appeal

Submitted by Statepoint.net 

When it comes to your 
home, you only get one 
chance to make a great first 
impression -- and that takes 
place before anyone ever 
steps inside, making curb ap-
peal upgrades an effective 
way to beautify your home 
while boosting its value.

Here are some great ways 
to enhance curb appeal that 
will give you a great return 
on investment, according 
to Remodeling Magazine’s 

2019 Cost Vs. Value Report.

Garage Door Replacement
Whether you want your 

garage door to take center 
stage or provide a demure 
complement to your home’s 
overall exterior, the right se-
lection will make a great visual 
impression. Luckily there are 
a growing number of ways 
to personalize a garage door. 
New color options, which 
include two-tone combina-
tions, are growing in popu-
larity, and an expanding array 
of panel designs can help you 
work in harmony with your 
home’s architectural style.

But know that this is not 
just any cosmetic upgrade. 
A new garage door has the 
potential to improve your 
family’s safety and comfort, 
providing safety features not 
found in older models, while 
reducing heat and cold trans-

fer for lower energy bills.
Manufactured Stone Veneer

A manufactured stone 
veneer project can enhance 
the aesthetic appeal of any 
space, indoors or out, and can 
be customized to suit your 
needs and style. When ap-
plied to a home exterior, this 
project has an impressively 
high return on investment at 
95 percent, according to the 
2019 Cost vs. Value Report.

Maximize this upgrade by 
opting for high-quality ma-
terials that look like authen-
tic stone, even upon careful 
inspection. For example, the 
choices available from ProVia 
are molded and colored to 
produce a realistic, dramatic 
effect, mimicking stones from 
unique geographic regions in 
a range of cuts. Their online 
resources, which can be found 
at provia.com, include design 
ideas and tools for select-

ing harmonious color group-
ings, helping you make the 
best choices for your home.

Siding Replacement
Of all the home updates 

that will boost your curb ap-
peal, new siding has the third 
highest return on investment, 
according to the report. When 
making this upgrade, consider 
materials wisely. Thanks to its 
overall low cost, ease of instal-
lation, minimal maintenance 
required and long-term dura-
bility, vinyl is the most popular 
home siding material. Wheth-
er you opt for insulated, tradi-
tional or decorative siding, this 
can be a great way to give your 
home a high-impact facelift 
that’s well worth the cost.

To add beauty and val-
ue to your home, start 
with curb appeal, select-
ing projects that offer a 
great return on investment.
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High Country Irrigation, 
Landscaping and Nursery

2019 Calendar

HIGH COUNTRY IRRIGATION AND LANDSCAPING
2258 MT HWY 287, ALDER, MT 59710

406-842-5543

Save the dates!  Check us out on Facebook for more detailed info!

April 1st - Garden Center Opens for the season

APril 28th - Big Twig Tree Care. Tree health. Dealing with Pests and 
diseases. 1:00 (Free to the general Public)

May 19th - Fairy Garden Class (pre-registration required)

June 1st- 1:00, FREE Smart about Bees class

June 2nd - FREE Container Planting and Mimosas 1 PM.
Bring your own container and a friend! (pre-registration required)

Sept 28th - PUMPKIN PATCH OPENS FOR THE FALL SEASON!

Tim Anderson  406-925-1009
Office  406-683-4620

Used Pipe:
2-3/8”  per foot $1.30 
2-7/8”  per foot $1.35 
3-1/2”  per foot $1.85 
4-1/2”  per foot $2.90
5-1/2” per foot $5.25 

Continuous panels and custom gates available
Truckload Prices Directly to Your Location

OR
Individual Pieces Also Available

Call for Pricing

Pipe & Sucker Rod Sales

Clips with Holes:
Available in 3/4” and 1” size

Primed Super Steel 
(18-20 ga.)

3 ft. x 24 ft $99 ea.

Sucker Rod:
3/4” x 25 ft. Stick $9.50
7/8” x 25 ft. Stick $10
1” x 25 ft. Stick $12

53 Baldy View Drive
406-660-0269

Dillon, Montana

ROXI’S 
greenhouse and 

nursery
‘Tis the season!

Submitted by Statepoint.net 

Whether you’re remod-
eling for a fresh take on an 
old style or contemplating a 
new build, there are choices 
you can make that will defi-
nitely pay off, say experts.

To add value to your 
project, consider these 
recommended tips from 
Stephen Quick of Stephen 
Alexander Homes, build-

er of the 2018 Coastal Vir-
ginia Magazine Idea House.

Once an afterthought, 
lighting takes center stage 
in a home’s design. “Con-
sider your lighting needs 
at the start of the project. 
Wait too long and it can be-
come expensive to move or 
add lights,” advises Quick.

When planning light-
ing basics, think of the de-
sign as a whole: choose 

your decorative lighting 
fixtures at the same time 
you choose recessed. A 
large fixture throws a lot of 
light, so keep adjacent re-
cessed lights to a minimum.

Dimming capabilities 
are a must, and Quick rec-
ommends using “smart” 
dimmers like Hubbell’s iDe-
vice to customize the dim-
ming range. The control 
offered by these dimmers 

means you can use larger 
statement lighting piec-
es with many bulbs to 
create amazing, but not 
overwhelming, spaces.

Quick tends to use light-
ing with a classic foun-
dation, but loves to play 
with the eclectic. Adding 
a bold piece that is “whim-
sical” in an unexpected 
area offers a surpris-
ing focal point, he says.

“We’ve relied on Prog-
ress Lighting for twenty 
years,” says Quick. “Es-
pecially in the past few 
years, as they’ve taken 
giant leaps in design.”

Stephen Alexander 
Homes incorporate “life-
style focus” open floor 
plans as their signature 

look. Now, they are pioneer-
ing a new trend in home cu-
linary spaces. Pantries are 

re-imagined to not only be 
practical, but a spot to dis-
play the homeowner’s hob-
bies and interests. Think 
useful collectibles like olive 
oils, wine or beer. Light-
ing this room properly is 
a must, as the light needs 
to be functional, yet have 
an added element of dra-
ma to showcase the hobby.

Beyond mere dollars and 
cents, make style choices 
based on the manufacturer 
rather than the component. 
As a builder, Quick starts 
with a “basket” of necessary 
elements, but it’s how they 
are applied that ultimately 
makes the design special.

Consider engaging an in-
terior designer. Even with 
a smaller remodel budget, 
hiring an expert who knows 
which brands give you the 
most bang for your buck 

is worth their fee. You’re 
more likely to end up with 
the look you want at a price 
that is worth the investment.

Paint is one of the biggest 
design tools at your disposal. 
“A new coat of paint sets the 
tone for everything. Choos-
ing the perfect colors can be 
hard, but paint companies 
are on target with the latest 
trends within the color spec-
trum, adding colors that hit 
the mark to give your spac-
es a fresh look,” says Quick.

And if you don’t like the 
color once it’s on the walls? 
“Don’t be afraid to change 
it. Paint is not expensive. 
It’s more expensive to 
keep a look you don’t like.”

For design ideas, visit pro-
gresslighting.com/styles.

When making home up-
dates, think of those projects 
that will pay off the most.

Home Updates that Pay Off

Home Updates that 
Pay Off

Submitted by Statepoint.net 

When it comes to chang-
ing the world, your own 
backyard is a great place to 
start. As you make home 
improvements, consider 
their potential to benefit 

local wildlife that travel in 
and around your property

Here are a few important 
steps you can take.

Plant Native Species
By planning native species 

exclusively in your garden 

and yard, you will be promot-
ing a healthy local ecosystem 
while providing proper nour-
ishment and a natural habitat 
for visiting wildlife, whether 
that be insects, birds or fur-
ry creatures. Because native 
plant species are meant to 
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ountain Building Center

Twin Bridges, MT

302 N. Madison Street
Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Telephone/Fax: 406-684-5562
Email: mbcstone@yahoo.com

Mark & Cristy Stonebraker
2nd Generation Owners

WALTER’S family food 
& ACE HARDWARE 

Established 1889

&  Little Greenhouse 
behind

OPEN END OF APRIL  •  406.842.5413

• Deer resistant plants

• Hanging baskets

• Bird seed, hummingbird      
supplies

• Flower pots

• Bedding Plants

• Organic seeds,             
vegetables, sprays & more

One stop for all your gardening needs!
No need for sales, our prices are always low!

Deliveries every Thursday

102 S. MAIN STREET  |  SHERIDAN, MT

thrive in your local climate, 
they will require less mainte-
nance, which means a beau-
tiful yard with less stress.

Prevent Bird Strikes
You may not realize it, 

but your home poses a risk 
to birds. Window strikes are 
common among many species 
of migrating birds, and mil-
lions of wild birds are killed 
annually flying into windows.

However, a simple home 
improvement project can 
make your home safer for 
birds. Birds can see certain 
light frequencies that hu-
mans can’t, so by applying 
UV decals and UV liquid to 
your home’s windows and 
sliding glass doors, you can 
make windows visible to 
birds in a way that won’t 

obstruct your own view.
“Protecting birds adds 

beauty to your garden, is 
good for the environment 
and most importantly, saves 
lives,” says Spencer Schock, 
founder of WindowAlert, 
a company that offers 
UV decals and UV Liquid.

The UV decals and liq-
uid from WindowAlert have 
been proven to effective-
ly alter the f light path of 
birds to prevent window 
str ikes. The coating will 
look like etched glass to the 
human eye, but be very vis-
ible to a bird. As UV reflec-
tivity may fade over time, 
it ’s important to replace 
the decals and liquid every 
four months. Application 
techniques can be found by 
visiting WindowAlert.com.

Build a Bird house
Add beauty to your 

yard with a wood-
en bird house. Find 
a design you love or 
get creative and craft 
your own, using your 
own home’s architec-
ture for inspiration. 
A strategically placed 
bird house - - either 
within three feet of 
a window or over 30 
feet away - - will help 
avoid bird str ikes.

Be a good neigh-
bor - - not just to the 
other humans. Make 
improvements to your 
home that will help 
protect both local and 
migratory wildlife.
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madison county seasonal guide

Ad content deadline: 
April 22nd

 Contact Nancy at 
406-682-7755 or 

info@madisoniannews.com 

The | LOOP
A “local’s guide” to The Vigilante Trail

price

size
EIGHTH 

PAGE

3.9 in. wide x 
2.325 in. tall

$225

QTR 
PAGE

3.9 in. wide x 
4.9 in. tall

$350

HALF 
PAGE

HORIZ. 
7.9 in. wide x 4.9 in. tall

VERT. 
3.9 in. wide x 10.075 in. tall

$525

FULL 
PAGE

7.9 in. wide x 
10.075 in. tall

$875

dimensions

$25/ad fee for new design.

2019 Summer EDITION

Don’t miss your chance!
We are now taking orders for 

• 25,000 readers
• Available at visitor’s centers across the state
• Our most requested publication yet
• 225 distribution sites
• Extremely successful distribution at Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport
   (they FLY out the door!)

The Scoop

Do you have an event 
you’d like listed in our 
The Loop Calendar of 

Events? Give us a call or 
email with the detiails!
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CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA) CLASS
APRIL 15, 2019 – APRIL 26, 2019

8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
75 HOURS ($750 VALUE)

Let us pay for your education!
Become a member of our TEAM!  

Madison Valley Manor and Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center have a 
limited number of openings for those interested in a career in healthcare.  

Get paid while you learn.

If you are interested in becoming a CNA please contact 
Christine Despres, Director of Nursing

Madison Valley Manor 682-7271 
OR 

Randy Arbour, Director of Nursing 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 842-5600

Deadline for applications is April 5, 2019

Looking for a career 
instead of a job?

WE CAN 
HELP YOU START 

YOUR 
CAREER IN 

HEALTHCARE!

Ennis | Boulder | Montana City | West Yellowstone 
www.madisonvalleybank.com

At Madison Valley Bank 
there’s a better way to plan 

for retirement. We offer 
secure, tax-deferred, FDIC  

insured saving options.  
All with our 24-karat 

service, no pan required.

Call or visit us today.

ENNIS: 406-682-4215
BOULDER: 406-225-3351
MONTANA CITY: 406-443-0497  
WEST YELLOWSTONE: 406-646-4000

DILLON – The Dillon Knights 
of Columbus Father Kelleher Coun-
cil No. 4069 invites the Dillon com-
munity to a fish fry buffet on Friday, 
March 29 and Friday, April 12 from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the St. Rose Family 
Center. 

Money raised at the Lenten sup-
per will go toward promoting and 
conducting educational, charitable, 
religious and social welfare works 
in Dillon area.

The menu will include baked 

and fried cod, baked beans, baked 
potatoes, fruit salad, coleslaw, var-
ious desserts, and beverages. The 
meal will be prepared and served by 
the Knights of Columbus, assisted 
by the St. Rose Parish Youth Group 
and Montana Western Campus 
Ministry.

Cost will be $30 per family, $10 
per adult, $5 for child 6 to 12, and 
free for child 5 and under. The event 
is open to the public.

Knights of Columbus Lent fish fries

DILLON – The Dillon Concert Association is bringing the Lysander Pi-
ano Trio to Dillon on Wednesday, April 3. The performance will take place 
at 7:30 pm in the University of Montana-Western Beier Auditorium

The Lysander Piano Trio, consisting of a piano, violin, and cello, takes its 
name from the character in Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
Its members commission new works and create programs that mix the music 
of today with well-loved masterworks. The Trio enjoys performing in com-
munity programs for audiences of all ages.

Dillon Concert Association membership grants admission into all 2018-
19 performances. Single event tickets will be sold at the door: adults $15; 
college $10; student/youth $6. 

For more information contact Laurie Hagenbarth at 683-5050.

Lysander Piano Trio

Lysander Piano Trio coming to Dillon

Live and 
Love  

Your Life

NO REFERRAL NECESSARY!
CALL 406-683-1188 TO SCHEDULE AN  
APPOINTMENT WITH DR. READAL TODAY.

600 State Hwy 91 S  |  Dillon, MT 59725

Getting older isn’t easy, but Barrett Hospital & HealthCare is here to help, with urological 
solutions for seniors. Dr. Nate Readal and his team have solutions to age-related  
urological concerns such as: renal disease, sexual dysfunction, prostate diseases,  
urinary incontinence, renal, bladder, and prostate cancer, kidney stone surgery and 
urinary tract infections. 

Oftentimes, problems that don’t seem to be a big deal can turn into major health 
concerns. Dr. Readal has the state-of-the-art technology and the latest skills to treat 
urological conditions in Dillon. Take charge of your urinary health and enjoy your life 
with confidence. Make an appointment today. 

Don’t let urology issues slow you down

ENNIS – The Madison 
River Negotiated Rulemaking 
Committee will hold its next 
meeting March 25 and 26 in 
Bozeman at the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks regional of-
fice. The meetings will run 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with an 
opportunity for public com-
ment at the end of the meeting. 

This will be the fourth set 
of meetings held by the group, 
which is tasked by the Montana 
Fish & Wildlife Commission 
with developing rule recom-
mendations for managing rec-
reation on the Madison River. 

The Committee is taking 
up controversial and often 
contentious issues, which isn’t 
surprising given the popularity 
of the Madison River and the 

number of people who recreate 
there. For instance, in 2017 an-
gling on the Madison River sur-
passed 200,000 angler days for 
the first time ever. The Madi-
son sees the highest number of 
angler days of any water body 
in the state. 

To give some perspective 
on the issue, it’s helpful to look 
back at how we got here and 
what led up to the formation of 
the Committee and what it is 
trying to accomplish.

Background
In 2012 and 2013, in re-

sponse to concerns that recre-
ation pressure on the Madison 
River was creating conf lict 
amongst users, FWP appointed 
a Citizen Advisory Committee 

to look into the issue and make 
recommendations. That CAC 
met several times and issued 
recommendations to FWP in 
May of 2013. The department 
adjusted the recommendations 
to produce implementable reg-
ulations and proposed those to 
the Fish & Wildlife Commis-
sion in April of 2018. 

During the intervening five 
years, angler numbers and rec-
reation pressure continued to 
increase on the river and the 
need to find a management 
solution became more pressing. 

During the April 2018 Fish 
& Wildlife Commission (FWC) 
meeting many members of the 
public spoke to the depart-
ment’s recommendations, and 
the Commission ultimately vot-
ed not to put the department’s 
proposal out for public com-
ment at that time. 

In June, the Commission 
directed the department to 
pursue negotiated rulemaking. 

FWP solicited applications for 
the Madison River Negotiat-
ed Rulemaking Committee on 
behalf of the Commission. In 
December, the Commission ap-
pointed committee members to 
represent all interests groups 
pertaining to the issue.

Process 
Negotiated rulemaking is 

a process outlined in Montana 
law. It requires the consensus of 
stakeholders (committee mem-
bers) on any decisions, unless 
the members decide on anoth-
er mechanism to reach agree-
ment. This means a unanimous 
vote, or at least a willingness 
of each member to say they can 
live with the decision. The law 
also required FWP to convene a 
group that represents the inter-
ests in the issue at hand. In this 
case, recreation on the Madison 
River, including commercial 
and noncommercial recreation. 

When the Committee meets 

consensus on recommenda-
tions, they will be presented 
to the FWC, which may choose 
to accept, reject or modify the 
recommendations in whole or 
in part. Ultimately the FWC is 
the decision maker for adopting 
rules for the Madison River. 
If the Committee is unable to 
reach consensus, the depart-
ment will go back to the Com-
mission for direction on how to 
move forward.

The FWC will consider any 
proposal at a publicly noticed 
meeting, take public comment 
and decide on a course of ac-
tion. In addition, after a public 
meeting, the Commission will 
allow for a public comment pe-
riod, conduct public meetings 
on the proposal, have the de-
partment do an environmental 
assessment, and draft Adminis-
trative Rules of Montana rules. 
Following public comment, the 
Commission can adopt, reject 
or modify the proposal at an-

other public meeting that will 
include public comment. 

Currently, the Committee 
is essentially in the middle of 
their process – finding consen-
sus on a recommendation to 
manage recreation on the Mad-
ison River. 

This recommendation, 
should the Committee reach 
consensus, signifies the start of 
when public input into the pro-
cess begins.

While people have strong 
opinions about what is happen-
ing and the deliberations of the 
Committee, their opportuni-
ty to comment on the issue is 
forthcoming. 

At this point the FWC is 
relying upon the Committee, 
which represents all interests 
in the matter, to come up with 
a starting point. Ultimately, the 
Commission will interact with 
the public and make the final 
decision.

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks clarifies NRC process
A look at the process for developing 

recreation management rules

Get 
Results.
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

AM snow showers. High 44, low 
28. Winds W 6 mph, 30 percent 
chance of precipitation.

“My mission in life 
is not merely to 
survive, but 
to thrive.”

Maya 
Angelou

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Partly sunny. High 45, low 25, 
Winds SW 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Mostly sunny. High 46, low 28. 
Winds W 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 47, low 27 
Winds WNW 4 mph, 0 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Mostly sunny. High 46, low 26. 
Winds N 4 mph, 0 percent chance 
of precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,
Tile Installers, Masons, Welders and 

Cabinet  Builders.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher

Skilled in lacquer and 
other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Get Results. 
Call 682-7755

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

Irma Evans’ 90th 
Birthday 

Celebration
Join us on Thursday March 

21st at the Ennis Senior 
Center to celebrate Irma’s 
90th birthday! There will be 
cake and coffee available, 

call 682-4422 for more 
information or to RSVP.

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

ENNIS – Fire officials from 
the Madison Ranger District 
will soon begin prescribed fire 
activity which may result in vis-
ible smoke intermittently begin-
ning March 27 and continuing 
through April 14.

Firefighters will be burn-
ing slash piles created from the 
“Ruby Moose Habitat Enhance-
ment Project” in the Upper Ruby 
river area south of the Vigilante 
work center.

Fire crews will burn under 

prescribed conditions and mon-
itor these burns after ignition 
to ensure they stay within pre-
scribed boundaries.

Travelers and residents in the 
Upper Ruby area may see smoke 
from these burns, however little 

impact from the smoke is expect-
ed.

For more information regard-
ing these prescribed burns, con-
tact the Madison Ranger District 
at (406) 682-4253.

Burning to begin on the Madison Ranger DistrictVirginia City Volunteer Fire Department’s

WalkCake
Benefit

SATURDAY, 
April 6th |  6pm

In the vc Elks lodge
Bring your friends, family and a cake!

Dj!!! 50/50 raffle!!!  Door prizes, 
cake auction & fun!!!

Info? Call 843-5454

NEW DATE!

402 N. BRIDGE STREET | TWIN BRIDGES
$298,000 | #314352

It will be difficult not to fall in love with this 1,868 sf ranch style home completely remodeled in 2015. This 
home features 3-bedrooms and 2-baths plus an office/bonus room. Located on a corner lot, his home has 
a completely fenced-in yard and mature trees. You’ll find enough privacy while being close to the small-

town amenities. Detached shop/garage offers ample storage along with a shed on the other end of the lot. 
Please call for more information. 

FRANK COLWELL 596-1076  |  FRANK.COLWELL@BHHSMT.COM 
NICHOLETTE PICKEN 698-0853 |  NICHOLETTE.PICKEN@BHHSMT.COM 

Frank Colwell,
Broker

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Nicholette Picken,
Sales Associate
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Ennis Ambulance staff hosts 
training weekend

REAGAN COLYER
news@madisoniannews.com

SHERIDAN—For several years now, one of 
Sheridan’s most popular fundraising events has 
also been one of its most festive: The Leprechaun 
Dash, benefitting New Kids on the Block daycare.

On Saturday, March 16, Sheridan celebrated the 
holiday early with one-mile and 5k runs as well as 
a 100-yard kids’ dash. Finishers over age 21 were 
treated to a free beer from Sheridan’s Ruby Valley 
Brew, while younger participants had age- and hol-
iday-appropriate snacks and beverages waiting for 
them at the finish line.

The event drew nearly 100 people this year, one 
of the largest in event history, pressed on by a break 
in recent frigid temperatures and the emergence of 
blue skies for the first time in several weeks. 

Proceeds from the Leprechaun Dash, which to-
taled over $2,000, benefit New Kids on the Block, 
a nonprofit daycare, which serves families around 
the Ruby Valley. It is one of the daycare’s largest 
fundraising events of the year. 

ABOVE – Prizes for best costume and age group awards for the Leprechaun Dash were given out on Saturday, March 16, 
as older finishers enjoyed beer from Ruby Valley Brew to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and raise money for New Kids on the 
Block daycare. 

Green takes over Sheridan 
for the Leprechaun Dash

REAGAN COLYER
news@madisoniannews.com

ABOVE – Young competitors in Sheridan’s 2019 Leprechaun Dash race 
down Main Street toward the finish line on Saturday, March 16. (Photos 
courtesy of Christina McRae-Holland)

ABOVE – Leaders of the Leprechaun Dash 100-yard kids’ dash focus on 
the finish line as they race down Main Street in Sheridan on Saturday, 
March 16.   RIGHT – Competitors and spectators alike donned their 
best festive green costumes for Sheridan’s Leprechaun Dash. Prizes 
were given out for fastest times in the 5k, 1-mile and 100-yard races, as 
well as for best costume.

ENNIS—Members of the Ennis Volunteer Ambulance Service and 
Madison Valley Rural Fire Department participated in a weekend of emer-
gency medical training February 16 and 17, which included CPR training, 
instruction on the newest trends in emergency medicine and learning the 
ropes on some new equipment.

Emergency responders have to recertify every two years, so one emer-
gency medical responder, seven advanced EMTs and seven basic EMTs 
did just that over the long training weekend.

“It’s so situational,” says Ennis Ambulance manager Patti Austin. 
“You may have skills that you hardly ever use if the situation doesn’t 
present itself. You’ve got to stay on top of it.”

Over the two days, medical professionals provided refreshers and 24 
hours of training on cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) in both the tra-
ditional manual process using chest compressions and using a new Lucas 
device.

The Lucas device is a piece of Swedish-designed medical equipment 
that takes the place of manual chest compressions when administering 
CPR to a patient. 

Rather than requiring a nurse or witness to administer chest compres-
sions, which require upwards of 120 pounds of force to be effective, the 
machine makes CPR more consistent and effective in resuscitation efforts 
while also freeing up the hands of medical responders and even collecting 
data while administering CPR. The Lucas also eliminates the element of 
nurse fatigue by automating the resuscitation process.

Ennis Ambulance was one of a series of community response teams 
across Montana that was granted a Lucas device to have on ambulances 
so that CPR can be administered en route to a hospital if necessary, espe-
cially when transport time is longer than average—frequently the case in 
rural communities. 

“It’s pretty amazing for what it does,” says Austin. “I don’t care how 
strong you are, CPR is tough work. That machine alleviates that so that 
you can get good, continual compressions better than a person can do.” 
Austin says in the few years the community has had the device, it’s been 
used on several occasions when transporting patients to area hospitals.

The responders also practiced using adjunct airways and bag valve 
masks, two methods of assisting patients who are having trouble breath-
ing. Adjunct airway devices are used when a patient has a blocked wind-
pipe, while bag valve masks (BMV) gently assist a person whose breath-
ing is not strong enough due to injury or illness.

In a volunteer-based emergency response system like many in rural 
Montana, it is often difficult for programs like those around Madison 
County to access equipment and training like what the Ennis responders 
practiced in February. But now, those volunteers are that much better pre-
pared to help community members in need.

“It’s great camaraderie for everyone to practice this together,” says 
Austin. “We’ve got a bunch of good, dedicated people on this EMS crew.”

Emergency volunteers 
undergo training 

on new equipment

ABOVE LEFT – Ennis Ambulance and Madison Valley Rural Fire De-
partment responders practice CPR on a mannequin with a mechanical 
Lucas device, to provides high quality CPR with constant and consis-
tent profusion. RIGHT – Jane Oakes practices inserting an adjunct 
airway on a mannequin, a  device is used on an unconscious patient. 
BELOW - Ennis Volunteer Ambulance Service and Madison Valley Ru-
ral Fire Department members who completed a weekend of emer-
gency medical training in February. (Submitted)

ENNIS—On Wednesday, 
March 20, middle school mu-
sicians from around southwest 
Montana will congregate in 
Philipsburg along with their band 
directors for the Southwest Mon-
tana Middle School Music Festi-
val.

An annual event, the festival 
rotates host schools, including 
Whitehall, Sheridan and Ennis, 
all of whom have hosted in the 
past few years. Philipsburg is the 
farthest most Madison Coun-
ty schools will travel to attend, 
but Ennis band director Andrew 
Scruggs says the long day is more 
than worth it.

“It’s a lot of effort,” he says. 

“But it’s so cool to see the kids 
go from the first rehearsal in 
the morning, finding their way 
through the music, to the end of 
the day hearing this really mag-
nificent sound.”

Scruggs, along with three oth-
er area band directors, selected a 
piece of music for the students to 
rehearse and perform. The band 
in Ennis has been working on 
mastering their four-song reper-
toire almost since Thanksgiving. 

They rehearse in band class 
during the day, as well as at home 
using SmartMusic, a software 
program that allows them to re-
cord and play back their own 
playing, while also comparing it 

to what the piece is supposed to 
sound like so they can identify 
places they may be making mis-
takes. Scruggs has even had stu-
dents coming to his classroom be-
fore and after school for extra help 
on the festival music.

At the festival, each director 
will take a turn helping the 6th 
grade band rehearse, so the stu-
dents will get to experience the 
different teaching and directing 
styles. The older students will 
rehearse with a guest conductor 
selected by their own school di-
rectors.

“We mail out the music to 
each director in advance, so the 
kids have it in their hands,” says 
Scruggs. “Then the day of, we 
have rehearsals all morning and 
all afternoon to prepare for a con-
cert that night.”

But the all-day festival pro-
vides more than just an opportu-

nity for the students to play new 
music. They also get to meet stu-
dent musicians from other schools 
and play in one of the biggest en-
sembles of the entire school year. 
The festival’s culminating concert 
will include a 6th grade band and 
a combined 7th/8th grade band, 
each of which will include around 
150 musicians.

“Where else would you get to 
play in a 150-piece band, where 
there might be 20 other people 
playing the same instrument as 
you?” says Scruggs, who will take 
most of his 15 middle school stu-

Middle school bands descend upon Philipsburg
300-plus area kids create ensemble

REAGAN COLYER
news@madisoniannews.com
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We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

health & Wellness

Health Screening Blood Tests
Wednesday-Thursday, April 3-4

7:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Chemistry & CBC Panel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $45
  Includes lipids, iron and thyroid (TSH)
  12-14 hour fast required
Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA - for men only). . . $20
Vitamin D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
Vitamin B12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
HemHemoglobin A1C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20 
  (for diabetes or those at risk for diabetes)

* * New * *
C-Reative Protein (CRP). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20
  General marker for inflammation which might
  be caused by heart disease, autoimmune 
  diseases or cancer 

You Should Drink Water

682-4223
305 Main Street Ennis, MT 59729

Maura Davenport, 
MD- Family Medicine

RD Marks,
MD- Family Medicine

David Newton,
MD- Family Medicine

Mick Lifson,
MD-Gynecology

Marty Hensel,
PA

Krystin Nutt,
FNP-Family Medicine

Chrissy Fanelli,
FNP-Family Medicine

Walk in 
appointments 
available daily.

Clinic

For more information, please visit www.RVMC.org

Free
Group Meditation Lead By
Judy Weitzel, PMHNP-BC
Wednesdays, 5:15-6:15pm

Moraine Room, Philanthropy River Building
120 South Main Street, Sheridan

Researchers say they are 
closer to solving the mystery of 
how a good night’s sleep protects 
against heart disease. In studies 
using mice, they discovered a 
previously unknown mechanism 
between the brain, bone marrow, 
and blood vessels that appears to 
protect against the development 
of atherosclerosis, or hardening of 
the arteries — but only when sleep 
is healthy and sound. The study, 
funded by the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute (NHL-
BI), part of the National Institutes 
of Health, will appear in the jour-
nal Nature.

The discovery of this path-
way underscores the importance 
of getting enough, quality sleep 
to maintain cardiovascular health 
and could provide new targets for 
fighting heart disease, the leading 
cause of death among women and 
men in the United States, the re-
searchers said.

“We’ve identified a mecha-
nism by which a brain hormone 
controls production of inflamma-
tory cells in the bone marrow in 
a way that helps protect the blood 
vessels from damage,” explained 
Filip Swirski, Ph.D., the study’s 
lead author who also is an asso-
ciate professor at Harvard Med-
ical School and Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Boston. “This 
anti-inflammatory mechanism is 
regulated by sleep, and it breaks 
down when you frequently disrupt 
sleep or experience poor sleep 
quality. It’s a small piece of to a 
larger puzzle.”

Swirski noted that while other 
similar mechanisms may exist, the 
findings are nonetheless exciting. 
Recent research has linked sleep 
deficiency and certain sleep dis-
orders, such as sleep apnea, to an 
increased risk of obesity, diabetes, 
cancer, as well as heart disease. 
But scientists have known little 

about the cellular and molecular 
underpinnings that could help ex-
plain the link between sleep and 
cardiovascular health.

Poor or insufficient sleep is a 
major public health problem af-
fecting millions of people of all 
ages. Studies show that getting 
enough quality sleep at the right 
times is vital for health, but fewer 
than half of adults in the United 
States get the recommended seven 
to eight hours per day.

To learn more about the im-
pact of this deficiency on cardio-
vascular disease, the researchers 
focused on a group of mice that 
were genetically engineered to 
develop atherosclerosis. They dis-
rupted the sleep patterns of half 
the mice and allowed the other 
half to sleep normally.

Over time, the mice with 
disrupted sleep developed pro-
gressively larger arterial lesions 
compared to the other mice. Spe-
cifically, the sleep-disrupted mice 
developed arterial plaques, or fatty 
deposits, that were up to one-third 
larger than the mice with normal 
sleep patterns. The sleep-dis-
rupted mice also produced twice 
the level of certain inflammatory 
cells in their circulatory system 
than the control mice — and also 
lower amounts of a hypocretin, a 
hormone made by the brain that is 
thought to play a key role in regu-
lating sleep and wake states.

The researchers also showed 
that sleep-deficient, atherosclerot-
ic mice that received hypocretin 
supplementation tended to pro-
duce fewer inflammatory cells 
and develop smaller atherosclerot-
ic lesions when compared to mice 
that did not get the supplemen-
tation. These results, they said, 
demonstrate that hypocretin loss 
during disrupted sleep contributes 
to inflammation and atherosclero-
sis. But they cautioned that more 

studies are needed, particularly in 
humans, to validate these findings 
and especially before experiment-
ing with hypocretin therapeutical-
ly.

Still, health experts say, tar-
geting the newly discovered bio-
logical mechanism — a so-called 
neuro-immune axis — could be a 
breakthrough that one day leads to 
new treatments for heart disease, 
sleep, and other disorders.

“This appears to be the most 
direct demonstration yet of the 
molecular connections linking 
blood and cardiovascular risk fac-
tors to sleep health,” said Michael 
Twery, Ph.D., director of the Na-
tional Center on Sleep Disorders 
Research at NHLBI. Circadian 
biology refers to the 24-hour in-
ternal body clock that governs the 
expression of many genes in most 
every tissue and the regulation of 
sleep and wake cycles.

“Understanding the potential 
impact of poor sleep and circadi-
an health on blood cell formation 
and vascular disease opens new 
avenues for developing improved 
treatments,” Twery added.

This work was supported 
in part by NHLBI grants R35 
HL135752, R01 HL128264, P01 
HL131478, and NIH grant R35 
HL139598. The study was also 
supported by additional institu-

tions outside of NIH, including the 
American Heart Association. For 
a more complete funding disclo-
sure, please see the full research 
article.

Editor’s Note: February is 
American Heart Month. During 
this month, NHLBI is launching 
#OurHearts, a national initiative 
to encourage and motivate every-
one to adopt heart healthy behav-
iors, together.

This press release describes 
a basic research finding. Basic 
research increases our under-
standing of human behavior and 
biology, which is foundational to 
advancing new and better ways to 
prevent, diagnose, and treat dis-
ease. Science is an unpredictable 
and incremental process — each 
research advance builds on past 
discoveries, often in unexpect-
ed ways. Most clinical advances 
would not be possible without the 
knowledge of fundamental basic 
research.

About the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute (NHL-
BI): NHLBI is the global leader 
in conducting and supporting re-
search in heart, lung, and blood 
diseases and sleep disorders that 
advances scientific knowledge, 
improves public health, and saves 
lives. 

Study helps solve mystery of how sleep protects against heart disease

Plaque from the artery of a mouse model of atherosclerosis 
that experienced a normal sleeping pattern (left) and an image 
of arterial plaque from a mouse model that underwent sleep 
fragmentation (right). (Filip Swirski, Ph.D., Harvard)

HELENA – The introduc-
tion of e-cigarettes into the U.S. 
market has altered the trajec-
tory of nicotine addiction and 
tobacco use behavior among 
youth. 

But what does that mean for 
the health of Montanans? 

Dr. Greg Holzman, State 
Medical Officer for the De-
partment of Public Health and 
Human Services (DPHHS), 
will share the most current sci-
entific information available on 
e-cigarettes and the known as-
sociated health risks at a March 
11 public health briefing titled, 
“E-cigarettes: what we know in 
2019.” 

The presentation will occur 
at 11 a.m. on Monday, March 11 
in Room 335 of the State Capi-
tol building in Helena. 

A new Vital Signs report 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
found that about 4.9 million 
middle and high school stu-
dents nationwide were current 
users (used in the past 30 days) 
of some type of tobacco product 
in 2018, up from 3.6 million in 
2017. 

This increase—driven by a 
surge in e-cigarette use—has 
erased past progress in reduc-
ing youth tobacco use.

The Federal Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) defines a 
tobacco product as any product 
that is “made or derived from 
tobacco that is intended for 
human consumption.” E-ciga-
rettes are considered a tobac-
co product by the FDA as they 
tend to contain nicotine derived 
from tobacco. 

More than 1 in 4 (27.1 per-

cent) high school students used 
a tobacco product in 2018. For 
the fifth year in a row, e-ciga-
rettes (20.8 percent) were the 
most commonly used tobacco 
product among high school-
ers, followed by cigarettes (8.1 
percent), cigars (7.6 percent), 
smokeless tobacco (5.9 per-
cent), hookah (4.1 percent) and 
pipe tobacco (1.1 percent). 

“Tobacco use among Mon-
tana high school students is con-
sistently higher than the national 
average,” explains DPHHS Di-
rector Sheila Hogan. In Montana, 
nearly one third (32.7 percent) of 
high school students used a to-
bacco product in 2017, according 
to the Montana Youth Risk Be-
havior Survey. Similar to nation-
al data, e-cigarettes (22.5 per-
cent) were the most commonly 
used tobacco product, followed 
by cigars (12.9 percent), ciga-
rettes (12.1 percent) and smoke-
less tobacco (9.8 percent). 

Since e-cigarettes came 
onto the U.S. market in the mid-
2000s, there has been a lot of 
confusion and unknowns around 
the product’s health risks. Ques-
tions have surfaced: What do we 
know about the safety of e-ciga-
rettes? What is in an e-cigarette? 
What are the long-term health 
effects of using e-cigarettes? 
What do we know about using 
e-cigarettes for quitting com-
bustible tobacco? 

In 2019, health professionals 
understand some of the health 
risks associated with e-cigarette 
use. For example, e-cigarettes 
have been proven unsafe for 
children and young adults be-
cause most e-cigarettes contain 
nicotine. A CDC study found 
that 99 percent of e-cigarettes 
sold in U.S. convenience stores 
contain nicotine. 

Nicotine is not only high-
ly addictive, but it also harms 
brain development, which con-
tinues until the age of 25. Fur-
ther, research shows that youth 
who use e-cigarettes are 4 times 
more likely to become cigarette 
smokers in the future. Other 
long-term health risks are still 
unknown.

Progress erased…
Youth tobacco use increased 

during  2017-2018
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Email from Ed
Hey, Bryce, I’m in my 

new Ford truck.  I’ve tuned to 
CNN.  This truck’s equipped 
with everything.  I think I 
could move in. 

When driving down our 
gravel road, I hardly feel a 
bump.  The leather seats are 
soft and warm.  They cushion 
this old rump.

And the seats adjust to my 
sore back, much better than 
my bed.  My sleeping bag can 
roll right out.  This truck’s 
messing with my head.

 The worn out seat in my 

old truck had springs that 
poked up through.  I’d show 
the new guy, “That’s your 
spot.”  He didn’t have a clue.  

That old truck hauled a ton 
of hay.  Had fenders caked 
with rust.  And I had to roll 
the windows down or breathe 
alfalfa dust.

My truck had air condi-
tioning called “two and forty 
five.”  Worked better with the 
windows down, the faster we 
would drive. 

I’d pop the hood on that old 
truck and understand what’s 

there.  Now when I raise this 
brand new hood, all I can do 
is stare. 

This new truck has a tele-
phone with internet to boot.  I 
almost feel like going home 
and putting on a suit.

My truck is nicer than our 
car.  The Mrs thinks it’s hers.  
I guess we better have a talk 
before a scene occurs. 

The salesman said, “You’ll 
like this truck and won’t re-
gret one bit.” Bet he doesn’t 
give the dangedest that my 
checkbook took a hit.

Well, harvest time is 
coming.  Will this rig be up 
to snuff?  It’s sure a way to 
find out if this truck is good 
enough.

Right now I needn’t worry.   
I’ve got time for one cigar.  
Then I think I’ll order dinner 
through that fellow from On 
Star. 

I’ll try to make it up your 
way, I hope you like my truck.   
But now I’m having too much 
fun.  I might just run amuck. 

COMMODITY INSITE:     A game-changer    by Jerry Welch

Months ago, I was moaning 
and groaning about the volatili-
ty that was plaguing all markets 
and since then it has only be-
come worse. 

With the growing season 
ahead, rumors the US and Chi-
na are on the cusp of ending the 
trade war and signs that wage 
inf lation is ticking up. I would 
bet heavily that market volatil-
ity will only intensify moving 
forward. And now, suddenly, a 
host of markets are foretelling 
future events as well. 

One of the best examples I 
can offer about market volatil-
ity and anticipation of future 
events and how quickly the for-
tunes of a market can reverse is 
the hog market. 

In the short span of a month 
hog futures morphed from a 
bearish situation to a bullish 
one. And based on recent news, 

it may get even more bullish 
with time.

In the first two months of 
2019 cash hog prices averaged 
less than $40 for the first time 
in years. The USDA pegged 
live hog price in February near 
$39 the lowest price since 2002; 
but this week, cash hog prices 
jumped sharply. They are now 
a bit over $53, quite a recovery. 

The reason for the weakness 
in early 2019, according to a 
“Successful Farming” article by 
Chris Hurt is, “A bearish price 
story usually points quickly to 
large supplies, and that is the 
case for pork. So far this year, 
pork supplies have been up 
about 4 percent with most of that 
as a result of higher slaughter 
numbers. The inventory count 
in the December Hogs and Pigs 
report indicated slaughter num-
bers in January and February 

would be up about 3 percent. So, 
head counts are running some-
what above anticipation.”

Here comes the anticipation: 
On February 20, April hog fu-
tures traded down to $52, but 
this week the August contract 
came within a blink of $90, a 
one-year high. Cash hogs in 
February reflected the reality 
of burdensome supplies while 
summer hog futures are clear-
ly anticipating what may soon 
unfold in the future. The hog 
futures market is predicting a 
bullish environment for prices 
due to African swine fever out-
break in China.

“ You have the world’s worst 
hog disease in the world’s larg-
est hog herd — it’s high density, 
it’s not standardized and it all 
shares infrastructure, whether it 
be trucks, feed mills or slaughter 
plants — and you have a govern-

ment that is completely lacking 
in transparency that is trying to 
cover it up. So, there’s not a lot 
of reporting on it,” writes Krissa 
Welshans, quoting Brett Stuart, 
president of Global AgriTrends 
in Feedstuffs.com. Additionally, 
the spread of the disease is vast 
and deep, “Way, way, way worse 
than we are hearing,” he said.

Stuart, who has been talking 
to as many as possible about the 
disease, said a big commercial 
hog operation privately told him 
they have lost 95 percent of their 
sows.

This week China booked 
23,800 metric tons of U.S. pork, 
the largest purchase in two 
years, adding to the excitement 
that a deal to end the trade war 
is at hand. 

If so, the items on the Chi-
nese shopping list include, corn, 
soybeans, tree nuts, wheat, cot-

ton, beef and just possibly a tre-
mendous amount of pork and 
other items. Keep in mind that 
China has pledged to buy $50 
billion worth of US ag-products 
over a five- to six-year period. 
Never before in the history of 
the US ag-markets has some-
thing on such a momentous 
scale taken place.

It is also interesting to note 
the most recent Employment 
Report showed that the aver-
age hourly earnings increased 
by 3.4 percent year over year 
and the best seen in 10 years. 
Historically, there is an inverse 
relationship between the rate of 
inflation and the unemployment 
rate. Within the inflation rate, 
the key data to focus upon is 
wage inflation that is now at its 
highest level in a decade.

This week, the CRB Index, 
weighted towards grains and 

livestock touched a three-month 
high. At the same time, the 
Goldman Sachs commodity in-
dex touched a four- month high. 
There was enough strength with 
grains, livestock, cotton and 
crude oil prices that the two 
leading commodity indexes are 
anticipating a bump in inflation.

If and when China and the 
US strike a deal to end the trade 
war, it is a game changer for 
American agricultural. A deal 
should be agreed upon within a 
month.

I am basing that forecast on 
how much volatility is taking 
place with most all ag-markets 
and how how anticipatory the 
futures market has been down 
thru history. Without embellish-
ment, a trade deal with China is 
a game changer for US agricul-
ture!

A World of EnemiesThis, Our Valley

Rev. Keith Axberg

“Join the Flat Earth Soci-
ety. We have members all 
around the globe!”

Anonymous

Someone asked me the oth-
er day, “What have you learned 
from your worst enemy?”

It wasn’t your normal run-
of-the-mill question, of course. 
It was part of a writing exercise, 
and it caught me a bit off-guard 
as, to be honest, I don’t know I 
have ever considered someone 
my enemy, let alone whittling 
the list down to a “worst” ene-

my.
I have had opponents, of 

course. I have arrested crimi-
nals (each innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law). I have 
been shot at and had the occa-
sional wrestling match in the 
course of my short career as a 
cop. But those weren’t enemies 
or villains. They were people 
with drug, alcohol, or mental 
health problems (by and large).

I suppose the word conjures 
up for me an attitude I prefer to 
avoid – animosity. While there 
are certainly people who would 

never be my cup of tea, I’m not 
sure there are any for whom I 
hold a desire to harm. There are 
those who have no doubt held 
me in contempt and wished ill 
to befall me, but what others 
think of me is none of my busi-
ness. They are entitled to their 
opinions and perspectives, and 
if their lives are made richer by 
pinching their noses as I walk by 
or come into view, that is their 
prerogative.

There are people who are 
toxic to be around, that’s for 
sure. There are those who sim-
ply suck the life out of a soul 
like one of the Dementors in 
the Harry Potter universe. They 
see and experience life as a dark 
and scary place. They expect 
the worst of the people around 
them. If it wasn’t for bad luck, 
they believe they’d have no luck 
at all. No matter what happy 
thing befalls them, they would 

see only the detritus. They could 
win a mega-bucks lottery and 
only bemoan the taxes withheld 
from the jackpot. 

They may be toxic and nox-
ious, and they may also be an-
tagonists and adversaries in 
life. But are they enemies? No, 
like a virus I strive to steer clear 
of them, but I do not hate them.

Having said all that, I could 
also look inward and ask if I’m 
not my own worst enemy. After 
all, in examining my life, I cer-
tainly have said and done things 
that have proven to be detri-
mental to my own well-being, 
or the health and well-being of 
others around me. I could easily 
admit I am often my own worst 
enemy, but I’m not sure that’s 
true. I’m not sure it is healthy to 
say that, let alone to believe it.

I don’t mean to engage in a 
big self-hug, but as soon as one 
begins to think of him or her-

self as their own worst enemy, 
the foundation is set for self-ha-
tred or self-loathing, and that’s 
not healthy or beneficial in any 
way. As human beings, we make 
mistakes. We do things out of 
greed, fear, anger, or frustra-
tion, but we’re also capable of 
doing much good. 

We are commanded to love 
our neighbor because we are 
actually capable of loving our 
neighbor, even when they be-
have in terribly bad ways. 

We pray God to forgive us 
our sins, debts, or trespasses. 
Jesus bids us to add a bother-
some little caveat: “as we for-
give those who sin against us.” 

“As we” here means “the 
way we …” or “to the degree 
that we …” or “in the same way 
in which we …” He also tells us 
to love our enemies, doesn’t he?

God always seems to think 
we can do more than we may 

want to do, or feel able to do.
I suppose one of the reasons 

we fail to live up to God’s stan-
dards is plain laziness, or sloth. 
It’s easier not to. It’s easier to 
blame others for our problems 
or misfortunes. If that’s true, 
then maybe Sloth is my worst 
enemy, because it inspires me to 
do the least I can get away with.

What I’ve learned in life 
is how important it is to keep 
moving. Sloth drags you down. 
Faith, like action, reaches up 
and finds the grace of God 
reaching down and helping us 
to reach out in love, and that’s 
a wonderful thing to discover 
here in this, our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfax-
berg@gmail.com.

By Billy Whitehurst

One of the characteristics of a ruminant animal 
is that it can harvest large amounts of nutrients, store 
it, ruminate on it, endure short-term periods of depri-
vation and then go make a large harvest again. This 
is why they can graze a couple times a day and lay 
around for a large part of the time ruminating and di-
gesting or only drink water once a day or sometimes 
every other day (weather dependent). Monogastrics 
such as a horse or a human have a harder time exist-
ing this way as we need more constant input. 

These differences often lead us as monogastric 
human managers of ruminant livestock to compli-
cate matters more than needed.

Our worldview tends to derive from our person-
al perspectives, regardless of the topic, therefore we 
often manage ruminant diets as we would want our 
diet managed. We want three meals a day with lots to 
drink, our daily supplements, and preferably a des-
sert as well. 

As a result we tend to want to provide a fully-bal-
anced daily ration to our ruminants, ensuring they 
get an exact daily amount of salt, mineral, protein, 
energy and water. In feedlots and dairies, facilities 
and TMR feed trucks make this practical. Mean-
while back at the ranch, this is near impossible and 
not remotely practical. 

We need to utilize the ability of ruminants to 
take nutrients in on the law of average consumption 
and cull the animals that can’t. Over supplementing 
can’t be allowed to take the place of genetic selec-
tion, otherwise we can supplement and inject our-

selves into bankruptcy.
I’ve had folks express worry over three topics 

more than any other nutrition topics in the past 10 
years: overconsumption of free choice supplements, 
timed protein supplementation, and loss of body 
condition. 

Don’t over complicate it! 
First, free choice supplements can and should be 

rationed, if someone is telling you they have to have 
it front of their noses all the time, they just want to 
sell you more stuff. There are times to do that, such 
as weaning and tetany season, but these are the ex-
ception and not the rule. 

If you put out a week’s worth of mineral or pro-
tein and it’s gone after 5 days, no worries. As long 
as it isn’t consumed so quickly that every animal 
doesn’t have opportunity to get a little, then let the 
laws of averages work in your favor.

Common sense tells us that if it’s gone in two or 
three days, we may to look at the cause of that and 
adjust the program. Most minerals and vitamins get 
stored in the animal for future use when needed, al-
lowing for short term periods of deprivation and the 
animal still maintains adequate nutritional status. 

The same goes for proteins. The general consen-
sus is that rumen microbe populations take approx-
imately five days to change, for this reason, many 
people who feed alfalfa, cake, or some other type 
of fed protein source only do it twice a week. For 
this reason, if you use a liquid or compressed pro-
tein block or tub and it’s gone after four or five days, 
chances are that animal is just fine. 

Keep an eye on the manure and see if it looks too 

fibrous in too many piles (there will always be a few, 
look at the 75 percent majority), then adjust from 
there. Bear in mind that there will always be animals 
that over-consume and those that barely consume 
any at all no matter how you are supplementing.

Some animals don’t so well in this type of en-
vironment. Rather than up the level of supplemen-
tation for the 5 – 10 percent that don’t seem to be 
doing well, pull them from the herd, manage them 
differently and mark them for culling at the most op-
portune time. Do not let yourself falling into the trap 
of creating a herd that is highly dependent on inputs. 
The goal is to provide the necessity, but those that re-
quire luxury should jump on the bus to the sale barn. 

I may strike a nerve here with some, but the true 
reality is that stored fat on an animal is an energy 
reserve. Obviously we don’t want them to fall below 
a critical point, and everyone has a differing level of 
condition they can’t go below depending on calving 
or lambing dates, breeding seasons, etc., we can take 
advantage of an animal that has excess condition to 
help them through some harder times of deprivation. 

When we look at wildlife, they tend to hunker 
down during the bad storms, deplete some fat ener-
gy to avoid expending more energy to be out in the 
elements walking around foraging for food. They 
may lose a little condition over the winter and gain it 
back in the spring as they are having their young and 
re-breeding. It’s a natural system of nutritional and 
reproductive economics when you think about it. 
For those that have calving and lambing dates set in 
the mid to late spring with summer breeding times, 
there is a little more grace for loss of body condition 

than those whose calendar is pushed up into the win-
ter. The idea that an animal can’t under any circum-
stances lose weight simply puts us in the mindset of 
pushing feed and supplement costs beyond what is 
profitable.

By following this path, we can ration and set a 
strict budget for supplement cost, thereby increas-
ing year end profits. Sometimes the easiest money 
to make is the money we simply don’t spend. While 
we may never achieve the genetic goal of an animal 
that never needs any supplementation, we can use 
our management strategies to push for cattle that re-
quire fewer inputs.

Billy Whitehurst is a former Madison County Extension agent, 
today a local rancher.

Ranching: Managing supplementation costs
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Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any 
editorial cartoons 
printed in our paper 
do not reflect the 
opinion of the staff of 
The Madisonian.

Jan Wood

600-2518

Clothing Alterations
Custom Sewing
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HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, util-
ities included, non-smoking, no 

dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Manager 
at 406-682-5737.

15-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

FOR RENT

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

Part-Time Server Position Avail-
able: The Sportsman’s Lodge is 
hiring a part time Dining Room 
Server to join the Sportsman’s 
Lodge team. If you would like 
to apply for the position, please 

email info@sportsmanslodgemt.
com or call 406-682-4242 for 

more information.

Channel your inner Willy Wonka! 
Summer employees needed at 

Cousins Candy Store in Virginia 
City. Call 406-600-2599

Place Your Classified
682-7755

BUS DRIVER: The Cardwell 
School has an opening for a route 
driver, approximately 4 hours per 
day, $16.50/hr, starting immedi-
ately. Successful applicants must 
possess or be able to obtain: 1) 

Properly endorsed CDL 2) Satis-
factory medical exam 3) First Aid 

Certificate 4) Must have a safe 
driving record and 5) Must pass a 
criminal background check. The 
school has activity and athletic 
trips throughout the school year 
which provide opportunities for 
additional pay. Our drivers earn 

the same rate for ‘off duty’ as they 
do for driving. Please call Marcie, 

District Clerk, at 287-3321 for 
more info., or email resume to 
mdebuff@cardwellschool.org

Ennis Community Children’s 
School is now accepting 

applications for positions of 
Director and Early Childhood 
Lead Teacher. Please submit 

resumes or inquirys to 
boardofdirectors.eccs@gmail.com 

or call 581-9422 for more info.

Fan Mountain Inn is now hiring 
for summer housekeeping. Great 
hours to still enjoy your summer! 

Pick up application at Fan 
Mountain Inn.

Application for Temporary 
Employment: The Madison 
County Weed Board will be 

accepting applications for Field 
Crew Personnel for the 2019 
season. Employment may be 

from May 1, 2019 to September 
26, 2019 at 40 hours/week, and a 
Compliance/Mapping Tech. for 
the 2019 season. Employment 

approximately from May 1, 2017 
to October 1, 2019 at 24 to 32 
hours/week. Applications and 

job descriptions are available at 
the Weed Board Office at; 2296 
Hwy. 287, Alder, MT. or Human 
Resource Office in the Madison 

County Administration Office at: 
103 West Wallace, Virginia City, 

MT. Applications will be accepted 
until 5:00 P.M. April 4, 2019. 

Return Applications to: Madison 
County Weed Board P.O. Box 

278 Virginia City, MT 59755 For 
additional information contact: 
Margie N. Edsall, Coordinator, 
or Janie Alt Office Manager at 

(406)842-5595

New fly-fishing lodge in Ennis 
is seeking an experienced 
Breakfast/Lunch Chef and 
a PM Sous Chef. Looking 
for flexible team players 
with strong work ethic 

and a hospitality-oriented 
attitude. Housing Available. 

Competitive Pay with 
Experience. Approx. June 

10th-Oct 15th 2019. Reply to: 
chefscottwarren@gmail.com

Help wanted - The Pic-a-Nic 
Basket is now hiring for the 2019 
season. Different shifts available. 

Pick up application at Fan 
Mountain Inn.

• Decks • Remodels  
• Patio Covers 

• Room Additions

In addition to 
Handyman services can do

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018

Wanted - cook/chef to prepare 
meals to be taken into the back 
country. Prepare them at your 

place or mine. Approximately 30 
hours per week July - August. 

406.581.7056

Looking for individuals to ac-
company multi-day backcountry 
horseback trips into the LMW 
and YNP. Have to have great 

people skills, strong horseman-
ship knowledge and a love for 

the outdoors. Call 406-581-7056

Part time laundry work – 
flexible afternoon hours; 20-25 
hours per week. Start June 1. 
Pay DOE. Kris at 406 682-

4217. 

Work outdoors this summer! 
Full Time Maintenance/

Grounds worker May 1 to Nov 
1. Driver’s license required; 

pay DOE plus bonus. Experi-
ence a plus, but will train. John 

at 406 570-5864.

Sheridan School District has an 
immediate opening for a part-
time custodian, approx. 12-16 

hrs/week, $10.10/hr. Information 
and employment applications 

can be obtained on the Sheridan 
School website sheridan.k12.
mt.us. If you are interested in 
applying for this position, you 
may also contact Rebecca E. 

Larsen, District Clerk, Sheridan 
School District, PO Box 586, 
Sheridan, MT 59749, or call 

406-842-5302.

2 upright freezers, entertain-
ment center, Husqvarna 18HP 

+ odds and ends. Call for list of 
additional items - 843-5223

FOR SALE
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 more MARKETPLACE

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources 
Department at 406-843-4201. Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Madison County Employee Benefits

• Public Employees Retirement System – 5 
Year Vesting
• 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option 
Savings
• Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS 
optional dependent coverage
• 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick 
Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
• 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid 
holidays in even numbered years)
• Employer Sponsored Life Insurance 
$20,000
• Optional dental & life insurance benefits

Additional employee benefit information is 
available online at
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
Join Our Team!

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Director of Nursing-Full-time;
• Housekeeping/Laundry (2 positions available)-Full-time;
• Ward Clerk-Full-time;
Madison County, MT
• Alternate Senior Citizen’s Bus Driver-Part-time;
• Custodian-Part-time;
• Deputy Clerk of District Court-Part-time;
• Legal Assistant, County Attorney’s Office-Full-time;
• Planning Director-Full-time;
• Weed Compliance/Mapping Technician-Part-time-Seasonal; and
• Weed Field Crew Personnel-Full-time-Temporary.

MADISON COUNTY
Employment Opportunities

Real Estate– Northwest Mon-
tana – Company owned. Small 
and large acre parcels. Private. 
Trees and meadows. National 
Forest boundaries. Tungsten-
holdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #062
PRIVATE TREATY HERE-

FORD BULLS. MC brand MC-
MURRY CATTLE BILLING. 
WEBSITE:  mcmurrycattle.

com REASONABLY PRICED. 
PROVEN BALANCED TRAIT 
GENETICS. Delivery available. 
HP (406) 254 1247. CELL. (406) 
697 4040. Email mcmurrycat-

tle@gmail.com

Ad #063
Madison County, Virginia City, 
MT is recruiting for a Full-time 

Planning Director. Informa-
tion can be located at  www.

madisoncountymt.gov .Contact 
Human Resources (406) 843-
4201. tmahlstede@madison-

countymt.gov
EOE/ Position Open Until Filled

Ad #064
Northwest Community Health 

Center (NWCHC) in Libby, MT, 
is looking to add a Full Time 

Financial Officer to manage and 
provide oversight in all aspects 
of finance operations.  Full job 
posting at http://northwestchc.
org/jobs/.  To apply please sub-
mit resume and/or public sector 
application at maria.clemons@

northwestchc.org 

Ad #065
Northwest Community Health 

Center (NWCHC) in Libby, MT, 
is looking for motivated and 

team oriented Full Time CMAs 
or LPNs. Full job posting at 

http://northwestchc.org/jobs/.  To 
apply please submit resume and/

or public sector application at 

maria.clemons@northwestchc.
org.

Ad #066
Northwest Community Health 
Center (NWCHC) is seeking a 
professional, well-organized, 
team-oriented individual to 

fill our open Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker Position. As a 

member of the integrated care 
team the Behavioral Health 

Professional has an opportunity 
to partner with other providers 
to encourage and help patients 
receive the behavioral support 

necessary to impact their overall 
health. The Licensed Clinical 

Social Worker is responsible for 
providing brief intervention and 
consultation in real time to pa-
tients in a primary care setting; 
providing crisis intervention as 
needed; as well as, demonstrat-
ing knowledge of the principles 
of growth and development over 

the life span. Applicant must 
have a Masters in Social Work 

and current Montana Licensure.  
Applications and questions can 
be directed to: Maria Clemons. 
320 E 2nd Street. Libby, MT 
59923 (406) 283-6919 maria.
clemons@northwestchc.org

Ad #067
Roger Licini Estate Auction. 

ON-LINE  ONLY TOY AUC-
TION. 580 vintage toys. Bidding 

closes Thurs., Mar. 28, 6 p. m. 
Bid now @ www.ShobeAuction.

com. (406) 538-5125
Ad #068

CABIN FEVER AUCTION. 
Sat., April 6th, 10 a. m., 

Fairgrounds, Lewistown, MT. 
Western art, gear, Winchesters, 
coins. Live & Internet Bidding. 
View @ www.ShobeAuction.

com. (406) 538-5125
Ad #069

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

ChAroLAIS facts

LLoyd & Jane .............406-476-3427
Brett & Kay ...............406-590-3214
MarK & BeLva.............406-590-0355
Joe & Cathy ...............406-788-5821

1690 6th Lane N.E. • Dutton, MT 59433

Saturday, april 6, 2019
WeStern liveStock auction, Great FallS, Mt

DeBruycker Charolais Bulls 
Excel Again

“I have shopped for Charolais bulls at many other breeders, 
and I have found DeBruycker bulls to be superior in all 
areas important to commercial cattlemen. I get better genetic 
potential purchasing the less expensive bulls at DeBruycker’s 
sale than when I have purchased top bulls from other breeders.  
DeBruycker bulls are thick, stout, and hard-working. These 
bulls handle rough country very well. They hold up better than 
other bulls and their feet stay sound.”

~ Kim Summers, Nevada

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 
Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and we can take it from there.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS TWIN 
BRIDGES AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
TWIN BRIDGES, MADISON COUNTY, 
MONTANA A.I.P. 3-30-0080-014-2019 
Separate sealed bids will be received 
by Madison County, Montana until 2:00 
p.m., local time, April 4, 2019. All bids will 
be received, publicly opened, and read 
aloud at the office of Robert Peccia & 
Associates, 3147 Saddle Drive, Helena, 
Montana 59601, for the Twin Bridges 
Airport Improvements Project to include the 
following:  Construct / Install Automated 
Weather Observing System (AWOS) III/P. 
This work is to include all tools, equipment, 
materials, and labor to complete this project. 
Madison County, Montana, in accordance 
with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 USC 
§§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, 
hereby notifies all bidders or offerors that it 
will affirmatively ensure that any contract 
entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will 
be afforded full and fair opportunity to 
submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on 
the grounds of race, color, or national 
origin in consideration for an award. The 
requirements of 49 CFR part 26 apply to this 
contract. It is the policy of Madison County, 
Montana to practice nondiscrimination 
based on race, color, sex, or national origin 
in the award or performance of this contract. 
The Owner encourages participation by 
all firms qualifying under this solicitation 
regardless of business size or ownership. All 
contracts and subcontracts that result from 
this solicitation incorporate by reference the 
provisions of 29 CFR part 201, the Federal 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), with the 
same force and effect as if given in full text. 
The FLSA sets minimum wage, overtime pay, 
recordkeeping, and child labor standards for 
full and part-time workers. The Contractor 
has full responsibility to monitor compliance 
to the referenced statute or regulation. The 
Contractor must address any claims or 
disputes that arise from this requirement 
directly with the U.S. Department of Labor 
– Wage and Hour Division. This project 
is subject to the Federal provisions for 
Buy American Preference, Foreign Trade 
Restriction, Davis Bacon, Affirmative Action, 
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, 
Certification of Offeror/ Bidder Regarding 
Debarment, and Government-wide 
Requirements for Drug-free Workplace, 
which are incorporated by reference. Failure 
to comply with the terms of these contract 
provisions may be sufficient grounds to: 
1.) Withhold progress payments or final 
payment, 2.) Terminate the contract, 3.) 
Seek suspension/debarment, or 4.) Any 
other action determined to be appropriate 
by the Sponsor or the FAA. Bids will be 
received on a price basis as described in 
the Contract Documents. Bid security in the 
amount of not less than ten percent (10%) 
of the amount of the bid, which shall be: (1) 
lawful money of the United States; or (2) 
a Cashier’s Check, Certified Check, Bank 
Money Order or Bank Draft, in any case 
drawn and issued by a federally chartered 
or state chartered bank insured by the 
federal deposit insurance corporation; or (3) 
a bid bond, guaranty bond, or surety bond 
executed by a surety corporation authorized 
to do business in the State of Montana. 
The bid security shall be made payable to 
the Owner and failure to enter into a formal 
contract will result in the Owner retaining 
the bid security. The successful bidder will 
be required to enter into a formal contract 
within ten (10) calendar days from the 
date the Notice of Award is received, to 
complete an insurance certification, to 
furnish a Performance Bond, and a Labor 
and Materials Payment Bond. The bonds 
will each be equal to 100 percent of the 
contract amount. The successful Bidder 
is required to comply with Montana’s 
Contractor Registration Law in accordance 
with Title 39, Chapter 9, MCA. Contract 
Documents may be inspect¬ed at many 
plan exchanges, and at the office of the 
consulting engineer, Robert Peccia & 
Associates, (3147 Saddle Dr. / P.O. Box 
5653, Helena, MT 59604). They may be 
reviewed, downloaded, and printed at no 
cost under the “CURRENT PROJECTS 
BIDDING” tab at www.rpa-hln.com. All bids 
must be submitted in a Bidding Documents 
booklet, provided by the Engineer upon 
receipt of $25.00 (non-refundable). 
Alternate forms or copies of the Bidding 
Documents booklet will not be acceptable. 
The Planholders List will include only the 
purchasers of Bidding Documents booklets. 
Hard copies of the Contract Documents 
(including a Bidding Documents booklet) 
printed by the Engineer are available upon 
receipt of $200.00 (non-refundable) for each 
complete set. No pre-bid conference will 
be held for this project, however, potential 
bidders are encouraged to visit the site and 
contact the Engineer (lbowser@rpa-hln.com 
or 406-447-5000) with any questions. Faxed 
bids will not be accepted or considered. The 
Owner reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids, to waive informalities, and to reject 
nonconforming, irregular, non-responsive, 
or conditional bids. Bids may be held by the 
Owner for a period not to exceed 90 days 
from the date of the opening for the purpose 
of reviewing the bids and investigating the 
qualifications of the bidder prior to award of 
the contract. March 14, 2019 
MADISON COUNTY By /s/ Ronald E. 
Nye, Chairman
(Pub. March 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON IN RE ESTATE OF: JERRY W. 
TANGE, also known as JERRY TANGE, 
Deceased. 
Cause No. DP-29-2019-9 
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against said decedent are required to 
present their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publication of 
this notice, or said claims will be forever 
barred. Claims must either be mailed 

to JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE, 
the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at 10085 NE Yaquina, 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-entitled Court. Dated: 
February 20, 2019
/S/ JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE 
Personal Representative 
STATE OF WASHINGTON :ss COUNTY OF 
KITSAP JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE, 
being first duly sworn, upon oath, deposes 
and says: That she has read the foregoing 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS and that the facts 
and matters contained therein are true, 
correct, accurate and complete to the best 
of her knowledge and belief. I make this 
declaration under penalty of perjury under 
the laws of the State of Montana. 
/S/ JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE 
Personal Representative 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 20 day of February, 2019. /S/ Brock 
M. Bremic Notary Public for the State of 
Washington Residing at: Bainbridge Island, 
Washington 
My Commission expires: 
March 09, 2020 
Personal Representative’s Attorney: Karen 
McMullin Post Office Box 55 Ennis, MT 
59729 Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub. March 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Karen McMullin
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY 
PLANNING BOARD NOTICE 
OF CANCELLATION AND 
CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board has 
cancelled the scheduled March 25, 2019, 
meeting. The Madison County Planning 
Board will continue a public hearing on 
Monday, April 29, 2019, at 6:15 pm in 
the public meeting room of the Madison 
County Administrative Office Building, 103 
W Wallace, Virginia City, Montana. The 
public hearing is to receive comment on 
the renewal of the Spanish Peaks Overall 
Development Plan. Spanish Peaks Resort 
is a 3,530 acre development that spans 
the Gallatin and Madison County line in Big 
Sky, Montana. The proposed plan involves 
developing 290 dwellings in the 1,050 acres 
within Madison County, of which 92 have 
been previously approved. The 1,050 acres 
within Madison County lies east of Andesite 
Ridge between the South Fork and the West 
Fork of the Gallatin River in Sections 31and 
32, T6S, R3E, P.M.M., Madison County, 
Montana. Written comments should be 
received by 3:00 p.m. on April 29, 2019, 
and may be sent to the Madison County 
Planning Board by: Mail to P.O. Box 278, 
Virginia City, Montana, 59755; Fax to 
(406) 843-5229; or E-mail to planning@
madisoncountymt.gov. Oral or written 
comments may also be given at the public 
hearing. The Overall Development Plan and 
supplemental information pertaining to this 
proposed subdivision is available for review 
at: • Madison County Planning 
Office, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia City; • 
Madison Valley Public Library, 210 E. Main 
Street, Ennis; • Big Sky Fire 
Department, Station 1, 650 Rainbow Trout 
Run, Big Sky Call (406) 843-5250 for more 
information. Darlene Tussing, President, 
Madison County Planning Board
(Pub. March 14, 21, 2019)
Madison County Planning Board
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT MADISON COUNTY IN RE THE 
ESTATE OF EDWARD FRANCIS ROGERS 
Deceased. Probate No. DP-29-2018-25 
NOTICE IS GIVEN that Mary Yuricic has 
been appointed Personal Representative of 
the above-named estate. All persons having 
claims against the said deceased are 
required to present their claims within four 
months after the date of the first publication 
of this notice or said claims will be forever 
barred. Claims must be mailed to the 
Personal Representative with return receipt 
requested or filed with the Clerk as follows: 
Mary Yuricic, Personal Representative c/o 
Thomas C. Morrison Morrison Law Firm, 
PLLC 111 N. Last Chance Gulch (3B) 
Helena, MT 59601 
Madison Co Clerk of District PO Box 185 
Virginia City, MT 59755 
I declare under penalties of perjury and 
the laws of the State of Montana that the 
foregoing is true and correct. /S/ THOMAS 
C. MORRISON Attorney for the Personal 
Representatives(
(Pub. March 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Morrison Law Firm
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF ELECTION
EAST BENCH IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Please take notice that election for 
Commissioner for Precinct 3 of the East 
Bench Irrigation District will be held at the 
annual meeting thereof in the Courtroom 
of the Beaverhead County Courthouse, 2 
S. Pacific St., Dillon, MT on April 2, 2019 at 
7:00 P.M.
(Pub. March 21, 28, 2019)
EAST BENCH IRRIGATION DIST.
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON IN RE ESTATE OF: 
THOMAS COLLOPY, Deceased. 
Cause No. DP-29-2019-10 
That the undersigned have been appointed 
Co-Personal Representatives of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against said decedent are required to 
present their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publication of 
this notice, or said claims will be forever 
barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to GLENN T. COLLOPY, one of the Co-
Personal Representatives, return receipt 
requested, at 6511 Golden Key Road, New 
Tripoli, Pennsylvania 18066, or SHARON 
L. COLLOPY, the other Co-Personal 
Representative, return receipt requested, 
at 432 Wells Road, Doylestown, PA 18901, 
or filed with the Clerk of the above-entitled 
Court. Dated: FEBRUARY 28, 2019 
/S/ GLENN T. COLLOPY 

Co-Personal Representative STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA :ss COUNTY OF LEHIGH 
GLENN T. COLLOPY, being first duly 
sworn, upon oath, deposes and says: That 
he has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. I make this declaration under 
penalty of perjury under the laws of the 
State of Montana. 
/S/ GLENN T. COLLOPY 
Co-Personal Representative SUBSCRIBED 
AND SWORN to before me this 28 day of 
February, 2019. 
/s/ Janice Louise Albertson Notary Public 
for the State of Pennsylvania Residing at: 
401 Locust Rd., Hellertown, PA 18053 My 
Commission expires: 12.17.2019 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA :ss COUNTY 
OF BUCKS SHARON L. COLLOPY, being 
first duly sworn, upon oath, deposes and 
says: That she has read the foregoing 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS and that the facts 
and matters contained therein are true, 
correct, accurate and complete to the best 
of her knowledge and belief. I make this 
declaration under penalty of perjury under 
the laws of the State of Montana. 
/s/ SHARON L. COLLOPY 
Co-Personal Representative 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 1 day of MARCH, 2019. 
/s/ Katherine A. Knoble Notary Public for the 
State of Pennsylvania Residing at: Bucks 
County My Commission expires: March 16, 
2021 Personal Representative’s Attorney: 
Karen McMullin Post Office Box 55 Ennis, 
MT 59729 Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub. March 21, 28, April 4, 2019)
Karen McMullin
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF DELORES 
T. NICHOLLS, Deceased. Cause No.: DP-
29-2019-11 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against the said deceased are required to 
present their claims within four months after 
the date of the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever barred. Claims 
must either be mailed to Timothy T. Nicholls, 
Personal Representative, c/o Kruer Law 
Firm, P.C., P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 
59749, return receipt requested or filed 
with the Clerk of the above Court. Dated 
this 14 day of MARCH, 2019. I declare 
under penalty of perjury under the laws of 
the state of Montana that the foregoing is 
accurate and complete to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. /S/ STEPHANIE 
GEHRES KRUER Attorney for 
Personal Representative
(Pub. March 21, 28, April 4,2019)
Stephanie Kruer
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF CLOSE OF REGULAR 
VOTER REGISTRATION 
AND OPTION FOR LATE 
REGISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that regular* 
registration for the Madison County School 
District Elections scheduled for May 7, 
2019 will close at 5:00 p.m., April 8, 2019. 
*NOTE: If you miss this regular registration 
deadline, you may still register and vote by 
appearing in person at the county election 
office at 103 W. Wallace, Virginia City, up 
to and including on Election Day. You may 
complete and submit a voter registration 
card, but you will need to return to the local 
election office on Election Day to pick up 
and vote a ballot. If these Elections are held, 
they will be conducted by MAIL ONLY. No 
polling places will be available. All active and 
inactive**electors in Madison County, are 
entitled to vote at said election. However, 
Inactive voters will not receive a ballot in the 
mail. ** **Inactive electors may reactivate by 
appearing at the Election Office in order to 
vote, by requesting an absentee ballot in any 
election, or by notifying the County Election 
Administrator in writing of the elector’s 
current address in the county. Persons who 
wish to register and who are not presently 
registered may do so by requesting a form 
for registration by mail or by appearing at 
the county election office in Virginia City. 
If you have moved, please update your 
registration information by filling out a new 
voter registration card and submitting it to 
the county election office. DATED this 12th 
of March, 2019 Madison County 
/s/ Kathleen D. Mumme, 
Election Administrator 
(Pub. March 20, 27 and April 3, 2019) 
Madison County Clerk & Recorder
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE-MINUTES
Minutes of the Madison County Board of 
Commissioners’ meetings for the period 
beginning February 1, 2019, and ending 
on February 28, 2019, are now available 
for public review in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder at the Madison County 
Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
MT. Individual requests for personal copies 
of these minutes, or any previous minutes, 
will be accepted by the Clerk and Recorder 
in her office. Approved minutes can also be 
viewed on the Madison County website at 
HYPERLINK “http://www.madisoncountymt.
gov” www.madisoncountymt.gov . 
Signed this 15th day of March, 2019. 
Kathleen Mumme Madison County Clerk 
and Recorder
(Pub. March 21, 2019)
MC Commissioners
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
PLANNING SERVICES
County Planning Services
Request For Proposals (RFP) 
Virginia City, Montana Madison County, MT 
is seeking qualified individuals or firms for 
County Planning Services with the expertise 
and experience necessary to provide review 
and recommendations for routine County 
Planning related items and to provide 
guidance and strategy in assisting the 
County in planning for future growth and 
development. All qualifications/proposals 

must be submitted by 5:00 p.m., on 
Monday, April 1, 2019 at: Madison County, 
103 W. Wallace, P.O. Box 278, Virginia 
City, MT 59755 or by email at HYPERLINK 
“mailto:madco@madisoncountymt.gov” 
madco@madisoncountymt.gov. For the 
complete submission requirements and 
scope of work, contact the Commissioners’ 
Office at 406-843-4277 or see our website at 
HYPERLINK “http://www.madisoncountymt.
gov” www.madisoncountymt.gov . Madison 
County reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals.
(Pub. March 21, 28, 2019)
MC Commissioners
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S 
SALE on June 17, 2019, at 11:00 AM, at 
the Front Door to the Madison County 
Courthouse located at 100 West Wallace 
in Virginia City, MT 59755, the following 
described real property situated in Madison 
County, Montana: Parcel C of Certificate 
of Survey Book 7 of Surveys on file and of 
record in the office of the County Clerk and 
Recorder of Madison County, Montana. A 
tract of land located in the SE 1/4 Section 
32, T.5S., R.4W., P.M.,M., Madison County, 
Montana being all of a tract as shown on 
C.O.S. BK. 7, PG 775-A and a portion of 
Parcel B and Tract 1 of C.O.S. BK. 7 PG. 
1679, described as follows: Commencing 
at the center of 1/4 corner of said Section 
32, thence S. 07°41`30”E., 472.72 ft to 
the true point of beginning of Parcel C; 
thence N. 67°33`04”E., 148.62 ft; thence S. 
17°18`13”E., 323.96 ft; thence S. 14°50`24”., 
211.27 ft; thence S. 53°52`29”W., 64.34 ft, 
thence N. 72°00`22”W., 246.78 ft.; thence 
N. 00°09`22”W., 418.47 ft to the point of 
beginning containing 2.47 acres of land. 
A.P.N. 9002600 More accurately described 
as: A tract of land located in the SE1/4 of 
Section 32, Township 5 South, Range 4 
West, P.M.M., Madison County, Montana, 
more particularly shown and described as 
“Parcel C” on Certificate of Survey filed in 
Book 7 of Surveys, page 1696-BA, records 
of Madison County, Montana. David Frank 
Claypool and Sherry M. Claypool, as 
Grantors, conveyed said real property to 
First American Title Insurance Company, 
as Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to 
MetLife Home Loans, a Division of MetLife 
Bank, N.A., as Beneficiary, by Deed of Trust 
dated November 21, 2011, and recorded 
on December 6, 2011, as Document No. 
143429. The beneficial interest is currently 
held by Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a 
Champion Mortgage Company. First 
American Title Company of Montana, Inc., 
is currently the Trustee. The beneficiary 
has declared a default in the terms of 
said Deed of Trust due to non-occupancy 
of the property. The total amount due on 
this obligation as of January 23, 2019 is 
$237,345.00 principal, interest totaling 
$110,301.81, mortgage insurance premiums 
of $34,974.75, and other fees and expenses 
advanced of $15,553.86, plus accruing 
interest, late charges, and other costs and 
fees that may be advanced. The Beneficiary 
anticipates and may disburse such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect 
the property and for real property taxes that 
may become due or delinquent, unless such 
amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantors. 
If such amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, 
the amounts or taxes will be added to the 
obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. 
Other expenses to be charged against 
the proceeds of this sale include the 
Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, costs 
and expenses of the sale and late charges, 
if any. Beneficiary has elected, and has 
directed the Trustee to sell the above 
described property to satisfy the obligation. 
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale. The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation 
or warranty, including warranty of Title, 
express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without 
limitation, the sale is being made subject 
to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or 
health hazards. The sale purchaser shall 
be entitled to possession of the property 
on the 10th day following the sale. The 
grantor, successor in interest to the grantor 
or any other person having an interest in the 
property, at any time prior to the trustee’s 
sale, may pay to the beneficiary or the 
successor in interest to the beneficiary the 
entire amount then due under the deed of 
trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually 
incurred and attorney’s fees) other than 
such portion of the principal as would not 
then be due had no default occurred and 
thereby cure the default. The scheduled 
Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation up to 15 days for any reason, 
and in the event of a bankruptcy filing, the 
sale may be postponed by the trustee for up 
to 120 days by public proclamation at least 
every 30 days. THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. Dated: January 29, 2019. /s/ 
Rae Albert Assistant Secretary, First 
American Title Company of Montana, Inc. 
Trustee Title Financial Specialty Services 
PO Box 339 Blackfoot ID 83221 STATE OF 
Idaho ss. COUNTY OF Bingham On this 29 
day of January, 2019, before me, a notary 
public in and for said County and State, 
personally appeared Rae Albert, known to 
me to be the Assistant Secretary of First 
American Title Company of Montana, Inc., 
Successor Trustee, known to me to be the 
person whose name is subscribed to the 
foregoing instrument and acknowledged 
to me that she executed the same. /s/ 
Shannon Gavin Notary Public Bingham 
County, Idaho My commission expires: 
01/19/2024 Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Champion Mortgage Company vs 
David Frank Claypool; Sherry M. Claypool 
103432-2(Pub. March 21, 28, April 4, 2019)
Mackoff-Kellogg
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY WEED 
BOARD YEAR 2019 HERBICIDE 
CONTRACT 
Madison County Weed Board Year 2019 
Herbicide Contract Advertisement for Bids 
Madison County Weed Board is calling for 
sealed quotes for Noxious Weed Herbicides 
for the 2019 Madison County Weed 
Management Season. Quote specification 
(Type and Amount of Herbicides), and 
invitation to quote forms are available at 
the Madison County Weed Board Office, 
2296 Hwy. 287, Alder, P.O. Box 278, 
Virginia City, Montana, 59755. Quotes will 
be accepted until the close of business, 
12:00 P.M. Thursday, April 8, 2019. Quotes 
will be opened and read publicly at the 
regular Weed Board Meeting at the Weed 
Board Office, Alder, Montana, at 2:00 P.M. 
Thursday April 11, 2019. The contract will 
be awarded to the bidder whose bid is most 
beneficial to the County. Consideration 
will be given to Madison County resident 
bidders in accordance with MCA 7-5-2309, 
part 1, which states “If there are no out 
of state bidders for a contract subject to 
competitive bid under this part, the contract 
may be awarded to the lowest and best 
responsible bidder that is a County Resident 
and that makes a bid that is no more than 
$500.00 or 3% higher, whichever is less, 
than the bid of the lowest responsible bidder 
that is not a County Resident”. Prices are 
to be guaranteed to September 30, 2019. 
Madison County Weed Board reserves 
the right to reject any or all irregularities 
in Quotes. Date: March 5, 2019 /s/ John 
Armstrong, Chairperson Madison County 
Weed Board /s/ Ronald E. Ney, Chairman 
Madison County Commissioners
(Pub. March 21, 28, April 4, 019)

MC Weed board

MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
PAUL W. TILLINGER,
Deceased.
PROBATE No. DP-29-2019-7
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date of 
the first publication of this notice or said 
claims will forever be barred.
Claims must either be mailed to Randall 
Baker, the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested at c/o PO Box One, 
Bozeman, MT 59771-0001, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court.
Dated this 21 day of February, 2019.
/s/ Randall Dwain Baker
Personal Representative
(Pub. March 21, 28, April 4, 2019)
Planalp, Reida, Roots & Riley PC
MNAXLP

600 Top Bulls Sell
April 6th • 11 AM

www.debruyckercharolais.com

DeBruycker Charolais

Top 5 carcass steers at the Teton County Fair.

100% choice or prime
DeBruycker Charolais genetics Number 1 for...

Performance, Feed Efficiency, Carcass Quality, Consistency

Because Pounds Pay

Montana SMP is a program coordinated by Missoula Aging Services and partnered with local Area Agencies on Aging.  This project was 
supported, in part by grant number 90MPPG0052, from the U.S. Administration for Community Living, Department of  Health and Human Services, 
Washington, D.C. 20201.  Grantees undertaking projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings and 
conclusions.   Points of  view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent official Administration for Community Living policy.

1-800-551-3191

YOU can help stop Medicare fraud!

PROTECT:
DETECT:
REPORT:

Don’t give out your personal 
information.

Read all your medical statements.

If you suspect that you have been a 
target of any type of abuse, report it to 
Montana SMP! 

For the Montana 
SMP contact:

TAKE 
CHARGE!

2-Year TV Price Guarantee 
FREE Voice Remote  

Smart HD DVR Included

Demo the Best in Entertainment  
Technology at Your Local DISH Retailer

Add internet  
from $49.99

Eagle Satellite, 
Serving Montana since 1980

406-728-9999
www.eaglesattv.com

Restrictions apply.
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Madison County 

March 3 - 9, 2019
D I S P AT C H

March 10 - Medical Aid in 200 Blk S. 
Main St., Twin Bridges; Medical Aid in 100 
Blk Anderson Ln., Alder; Fire Call in 800 
Blk Madison Ave., Ennis; Wildlife Com-
plaint on US Hwy 287, MM 41, Cameron.

March 11 - Welfare Check on Wiscon-
sin Creek Rd., Sheridan; Alarm Call on 66 
Ranch Rd., Ennis; Theft Complaint in 200 
Blk E. Main St., Ennis; Trespass Complaint 
in 3500 Blk MT Hwy 287, Sheridan; Sus-
picious Circumstances in 200 Blk Airport 
Rd., Ennis.

March 12 - Abandoned Vehicle in 100 
Blk S. Main St., Twin Bridges; Wildlife 
Complaint on Old Mill Rd., Harrison; Sus-
picious Circumstances in 100 Blk Sterling 
Rd., Norris; Wildlife Complaint in 100 Blk 
W. Williams St., Ennis; Medical Aid in 300 
Blk W. Main St., Ennis; Animal Complaint 
on Centennial Dr., Ennis; Medical Aid in 
200 Blk Ruby St., Sheridan.

March 13 - Medical Aid in 300 Blk 
Main St., Ennis; Accident on US Hwy 287, 

MM 30, Cameron; Abandoned Vehicle on 
Point of Rocks Rd., Twin Bridges; Traffic 
Complaint on US Hwy 287, MM 62, Nor-
ris; Wildlife Complaint on MT Hwy 287, 
MM 39, Twin Bridges.

March 14 - Medical Aid on Wiscon-
sin Creek Rd., Sheridan; Stolen Vehicle 
on Laura Ln., Ennis; Coroner Call in Vir-
ginia City; Suspicious Circumstances on 
MT Hwy 287, MM 4, Ennis; Alarm Call 
in 1000 Blk Jack Creek Rd., Ennis; Traffic 
Complaint on US Hwy 287, MM 32, Cam-
eron; Suspicious Circumstances on US 
Hwy 287, MM 50, Ennis.

March 15 - Citizen Assist on Tobe Rd., 
Ennis; Stolen Vehicle on MT Hwy 287, 
Ennis; Fire Call on Wisconsin Creek Rd., 
Sheridan; Accident on MT Hwy 41 S, MM 
23, Twin Bridges; Disturbance in 100 Blk 
MT Hwy 359, Cardwell.

March 16 - Coroner Call in Sheridan, 
Disturbance in 200 Blk S. Main St., Sher-
idan.

SHERIDAN – Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Biologist Dean Waltee wants to update some informa-
tion he shared in the March 14 edition of The Madiso-
nian.

“Just over a week ago,” Waltee writes in an email, “I 
sent out the message regarding condition of ungulates 
given ongoing winter conditions.  I’d like to provide an 
update and remind all that I would appreciate hearing 
about any mortality you observe. 

“Over the past week, I have received scattered and 
isolated reports of ungulate mortality associated with 
conditions. Those reports included:  three dead mule 
deer fawns in a yard near Ennis; four or five dead ante-
lope along the East Bench (west side of the Ruby Moun-
tains), two reports of one and two dead white-tailed 
deer in the Madison Valley; and one report of seven 
dead white-tailed deer in the Ruby Valley.

“Just after I sent the previous report,” Waltee con-
tinues, “the Ruby Valley received an additional two to 
three inches of snow.  Although temperatures have re-
mained mostly below freezing, afternoon sun has been 
common and two days have brought highs in the upper 
30s, resulting in noticeable settling and some melting 
of snow.”

“Settling brings some benefit and different chal-
lenges to wintering ungulates relative to deep and soft 
snow. Settling does reduce snow depth which makes 
it easier for ungulates to move through while its soft 
(during the warm part of the day) and it often re-ex-
poses shrubs which ungulates can use as a browse re-
source. Settling also makes snow denser and afternoon 
melt facilitates nighttime freezing of top layers – creat-
ing a hard crust. Both can impact an ungulates ability 
to travel through snow while it is crusted (during the 
night and morning) and move snow for foraging.”

“Conditions remain difficult across the Ruby and 
Madison valleys, especially for antelope and white-
tailed deer attempting to find forage on relatively level 
areas. I have observed the wintering herd of antelope 
between Twin Bridges and Sheridan foraging in the 
DOT gravel lot and south of Highway 287. This is the 
first time I have observed this – suggesting they are 
struggling to find recourses on typical winter range and 
ranging wider than typical. A positive sign is that they 
continue to move around. Ungulates without the energy 
to move and forage are likely nearing death.”

“I completed moose surveys in hunting districts 
331, 332, 333, and 334 on Sunday and observed more 
than 300 moose. Except for one emaciated moose ob-
served in the Centennial Mountains, all appeared to be 
in good condition. South aspects along the west Snow-
crest and east Blacktail Mountains were mostly bare of 
snow.”

“Elk that were wintering along the east Blacktail 
Mountains had moved up in elevation and into Little 
Sage Creek since we surveyed them just over a week 
ago.”

The storm currently moving through the region 
mostly missed the Ruby Valley. Current forecast is for 
relatively low chance of snow accumulation through 
tonight, followed by sun and warmer temperatures 
over the next several days.  I expect a fair amount of 
snowmelt will occur – bringing ungulates some needed 

relief.”
“I caution folks to avoid disturbing ungulates 

through the remainder of these deep snow conditions 
and beyond. Moving through deep and dense snow 
is very taxing on ungulates with low energy reserve. 
Disturbing them could also mean displacing them from 
areas they are finding needed forage or an aspect that 
is out of the wind and exposed to sun energy. Even as 
areas bare of snow, I caution disturbing ungulates for 
a while.”

“Low nutritional condition will remain until green-
up forage allows for slow recovery. Displacing ungu-
lates during the early spring often leads to them mov-
ing through remaining snow drifts or onto north and 
east aspects where snow remains deep.” 

“As of today (Thursday, March 14), I believe elk 
and moose are faring well across my management area. 
The mule deer I observed while completing moose 
surveys appeared to be in good condition. Many are 
browsing shrubs on steep aspects. Those in the Mad-
ison Valley and Ruby and Tobacco Root Mountains 
are experiencing the greatest snow depth and hardest 
conditions.”

“If mortality occurs, I expect it would start in the 
Madison Valley, where conditions are tough, quality 
winter range is limited, and competition with elk is 
high. Antelope and white-tailed deer are being chal-
lenged in the Madison and Ruby valleys. I expect at 
least scattered mortality to continue in these areas. Pop-
ulation-level mortality will be determined by weather 
over the next couple of weeks. Antelope south of the 
Ruby Valley appear to be in good condition. I will 
continue to monitor conditions across ungulate winter 
range, document known mortality, and provide another 
update in about a week.”

“If you have any questions, please feel free to con-
tact me at (406) 842-7407.”

Update on winter wildlife survival

The Madison Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to 90 Calls for 
Service from March 
10-16, 2019.

Student 
of the 
Week

Kaycee Fredson is the Ennis 
Schools Student of the 
Week!  Kaycee is an 8th 

grade student at Ennis Middle 
School.   Kaycee was nominated 
for this week’s award for a number 
of reasons.  Not only is Kaycee an 
outstanding student, but she is 
polite, respectful, and courteous 

as well.  In addition, Kaycee is very helpful, often times helping clean 
up around the lunchroom without being asked.   She is friendly to her 
fellow classmates, with a ready smile for those around her.  Thank 
you for the positive attributes you bring to Ennis Schools, Kaycee, and 
congratulations on earning this week’s Student of the Week!

We are proud of YOU!

Congratulations!

Where’s Melinda?

406.596.4288  |  MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

 © 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Melinda Merrill, Broker

Don’t
gamble on your future!!! 

Real Estate is one of - if not 
the - largest investment most of 
us ever make - be in the know 

before you make your choices!! 
Call me for statistics and what 

sets BHHSMT ahead of the rest!!

Knowledge is power and making 
educated decisions regarding real estate 
can be one of your greatest tools towards 
building wealth.  Statistics, though 
sometimes boring, are the best way to 
understand real estate.  Market trends, 
while often making the news nationally, are 
hyper local.

 In 2018 the average in town home sale in 
Ennis was $229,083.  Just for fun, compare 
it to 1998 average of $92,000.  This increase 
in value would make you an extra $571.18/
month average over the past 20 years on 
your investment.  In 2018 the average out of 
town home sale was $458,193.  Compared 
to the 1998 average of $132,765 this would 
make you an $1,355.95/month  on your 
investment.  During that same 240 month 
period, if you rented a house at an average 
of $500/month, you just wasted $120,000 
paying someone else’s mortgage.  Interest 
rates continue at historic lows and programs 
for first time buyers and buyers with little or 
no down money are plentiful, often resulting 
in payments that are less than current rents. 
(As stated, real estate is hyper local so be 
sure to contact the REALTOR in your home 
town for local stats).

Explore your options, get a preapproval 
letter (aka “license to shop”) and then go 
purchase your “next home” remembering 
this is not necessarily your last home – but 
rather your best investment at this time for 
your future. 

 Bare land average prices have also 
increased dramatically over the past 20 
years due to the laws of supply and demand.  
As Mark Twain said, “Buy land – they’re 
not making it anymore.”  Your real estate 
agent can often help you find parcels that 
offer owner financing giving you a start 
towards investing.  When you find an 
area that is of interest to you (Skyview, 
Pronghorn Meadows, Shining Mountains, 
etc.) then begin by finding the last three 
years of average sale prices making sure to 
note if any of the prices are skewed due to 
size of the property, backing on to public 
lands, distance to power, etc..  Next, learn 
the covenants to make sure that they fit 
your lifestyle.  When you are looking at bare 
land also be sure to examine the distance to 
power, depth of area wells, and find out if 
there are any special septic restrictions.  All 
of these factors help you make a decision 
when searching for a “good buy” as they can 
dramatically influence the cost of your total 
investment.  Your local real estate agent 
should be well versed and able to give you 
this information quickly.

 “Real Estate cannot not be lost, 
or stolen, nor can it be carried away.  
Purchased with common sense, paid for in 
full, and managed with reasonable care, it 
is about the safest investment in the world.”  
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

 
Invest in YOUR future today!

MELINDA MERRILL, BROKER
406.596.4288 | MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

Be In The Know
A little real estate expertise for ya.

Real Estate Investing...
thoughts to purchase by.

Submitted by Melinda Merrill, Broker, BHHSMT
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
Prayer meeting 6 p.m.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Even so is the spiritual springtime 
when it comes.  When the holy, 

divine Manifestations or Prophets 
appear in the world, a cycle of 

radiance, an age of mercy dawns. 
Everything is renewed.  Minds, hearts 
and all human forces are reformed, 

perfections are quickened, sciences, 
discoveries and investigations are 
stimulated afresh, and everything 
appertaining  to the virtues of the 

human world is revitalized.

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 
you plan to dine in.

• Thursday, March 21 – Turkey, stuffing, cranber-
ries, veggies, dessert, Happy Birthday

• Friday, March 22 – Shrimp, hush puppies, slaw, 
dessert, pinochle, at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, March 25 – Italian antipasto salad, roll, 
dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Tuesday, March 26 – Shepard’s pie, salad, bread-
sticks, dessert, pan at 12:45 p.m.

• Wednesday, March 27 – Baked fish, veggies, rice 
pilaf, dessert, mahjong at 1p.m.

• Thursday, March 28 – Cheesesteak, onion rings, 
veggie sticks, dessert.

• Friday, March 29 – Ham & bean soup, salad, corn-
bread, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located 
at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star 
to Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-
5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors 
may choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for 
$3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered 
meals are within the city limits of Sheridan and should 
be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-
5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tues-
day & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, March 21 – Spaghetti with meatballs, 
veggie, garlic toast, dessert

• Tuesday, March 26 – Cheeseburger with fries, 
dessert

• Thursday, March 28 – Ham and noodle casserole, 
roll, dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated. Activities include bingo each 
Monday, cards on Wednesday. The Senior Center 
Group meets the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

dents to Philipsburg. He’s been tak-
ing students to the festival since he 
began as music director eight years 
ago.

“They really love it, and they 
absolutely look forward to it,” he 
says. “And they get a lot out of it. 
It’s so cool to see kids sit in a sec-
tion where they might miss a note 
but the person next to them plays it. 
They learn from each other, and I 
can measure the difference from the 
day before to the day after.”

Frequently, he says, attending 
this festival inspires his students to 
further pursue their musical aspi-
rations. Some of them join bands 
outside of school, while several 
have attended music camps at the 
University of Montana or Montana 
State University. And at the end of 
the day, they play in an ensemble 
that often outweighs the audience.

“It’s pretty crazy to see 300 kids 
there in the gym with band instru-
ments,” says Scruggs. “There might 
be more people playing instruments 
than there are watching. It’s pretty 
cool, and it fires them up.”

BAND  continued from A1:

BOZEMAN – The USDA Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service (NRCS) is offering 
additional funding through its Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to target 
specific resource concerns in Montana in 2019:  
organic and Sage Grouse Initiative cropland 
seeding.

While NRCS accepts EQIP applications on 
a continuous basis, NRCS has set a deadline of 
April 12, to apply for 2019 initiatives funding. 

• National Organic Initiative (NOI) - NRCS 
will assist producers with installation of con-
servation practices on agricultural operations 
related to organic production. Producers cur-
rently certified as organic, transitioning to 
organic, or National Organic Program exempt 
will have access to a broad set of conservation 
practices to assist in treating their resource 
concerns while fulfilling many of the require-
ments in an Organic System Plan.

• Sage Grouse Initiative Cropland Seeding - 
Loss and fragmentation of sage-grouse habitat 
is the primary threat to sage-grouse. Through 
this initiative, landowners can work with NRCS 
to seed cropland in sage-grouse habitat back to 
perennial species to improve the connectivity 
for not only sage-grouse, but the many other 
species that depend on large, intact landscapes.

EQIP offers financial and technical assis-

tance to eligible participants to install or imple-
ment structural and management practices on 
eligible agricultural land. Conservation practic-
es must be implemented to NRCS standards and 
specifications. In Montana, socially disadvan-
taged, limited resource, and beginning farmers 
and ranchers will receive a higher payment rate 
for eligible conservation practices applied.

For more information about EQIP, or oth-
er programs offered by NRCS, please contact 
your local USDA Service Center or visit www.
mt.nrcs.usda.gov.

HELENA – Gov. Steve Bull-
ock today announced that Mon-
tana’s unemployment rate ticked 
up to 3.8 percent for the month of 
January, up 0.1 percentage points 
from December, likely reflecting 
impacts from the federal govern-
ment shutdown. 

The national unemployment 
rate also increased by a tenth of 
a percentage point up to 4.0 per-
cent. 

“It’s clear that the federal 
government shutdown negatively 
impacted our economic growth 
and the federal workers who had 
to go without their paychecks,” 
said Governor Bullock. “Despite 
this, we continue to add jobs to 
our economy, and we will contin-
ue to ensure businesses can find 
skilled and trained workers and 
Montanans can access the good 
jobs needed to climb the ladder of 
opportunity.”

Total employment, which in-
cludes payroll, agricultural, and 
self-employed workers, indicat-
ed a small increase of 229 jobs 
in January. Payroll employment 

indicates a small decline in em-
ployment, with declines in fed-
eral government and professional 
and business services. The low 
changes in employment levels 
likely reflect decreased economic 
activity during the January feder-
al government shutdown.

In addition, the Department 
of Labor & Industry has released 
revised and updated statewide 
unemployment and employment 
growth numbers for the previous 
five years. Unemployment rate 
and employment estimates are 
revised each year in February in 
a process called benchmarking, 
which typically results in more 
accurate estimates and a smooth-
er data series. 

Updated estimates suggest 
employment growth of 0.8 per-
cent for 2018, or roughly 4,250 
jobs. This employment growth 
rate is slightly slower than in 
previous years, but paired with 
continued output growth, simply 
reinforces that Montana business-
es are struggling to find sufficient 
workers to support growth. 

NRCS offers funding for organic and sage grouse initiativesMontana’s Unemployment Rate: 3.8 percent

Greater sage grouse (File )

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 3/22  JOSEPH RUNNING CRANE   
Original and Classic Americana/Folk
SAT 3/23 ACOUSTIC ROLL  
Roots Rock
SUN 3/24 TRAVIS YOST 
Dreamy Americana Pop
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Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net 
for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Monday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

Willie’s Distillery Trivia Night
Thursdays at 312 Main St., Ennis, 6 p.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Fighting with Family (PG13) and Wonder Park (PG)

Now playing:
They Shall Not Grow Old (R) WW1 Documemtary

Trivia NighT every Thursday sTarTiNg aT 6 pm 
Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come joiN The FuN, LisTeN To some greaT music aNd

eNjoy spiriTs wiTh a wesTerN FLavor!!
Friday, march 22Nd: LeFT For dead

Friday, march 29Th: ruby vaLLey boys 
& barbwire

Friday, apriL 5Th: FaN mouNTaiN Frog dogs
Friday, apriL 12Th: sTeve rose & cameroN gibsoN

Friday, apriL 19Th: resTLess piNes

ask abouT our weekLy boTTLiNg parTies

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Thursday
March 21

MVHA Meeting, Ennis
The Madison Valley History 

Association will host a meeting 
and program by Gary Forney 
about the life of Katherine En-
nis, followed by cake and ice 
cream in honor of William En-
nis’s birthday. 4 p.m. at the En-
nis Senior Center.

Saturday 
March 23

Rotary Club Casino Night, 
Twin Bridges

Help celebrate the 90th an-
niversary of the Twin Bridges 
Rotary! Enjoy poker and bingo 
and use your winnings to bid 
on silent and live auctions. All 
proceeds go to scholarships for 
Twin Bridges and Sheridan high 
school graduates. 7 p.m. at the 
Blue Anchor.

Wednesday 
March 27

Lenten Breakfast at Madi-
son Valley Presbyterian, Ennis

Join us for the third Lenten 
breakfast, hosted by Madison 
Valley Presbyterian. Food and 
fellowship as we celebrate the 
season, 7 a.m. 326 Hugel Street.

Brown Bag Lunch with 
Chris Borton, Butte

Chris Borton will present as 
the Butte-Silver Bow Public Ar-
chives Brown Bag Lunch series 
on “The Beauty of Cordwood 
Construction.” Presentation 
at noon, guests encouraged to 
bring a sack lunch. 17 W. Quartz 
St.

Thursday 
March 28

Mad Gals March Meeting, 
Ennis

The Mad Gals will meet at 
the Ennis Senior Center for so-
cial hour at noon and lunch at 
12:30. RSVP by March 25 and 
bring a friend!

Saturday 
March 30

Madison County Democrats 
Meeting, Virginia City

The Madison County Dem-
ocratic Central Committee will 
hold its monthly meeting at 10 
a.m. at the Thompson-Hickman 
Library. For more information 
call Ian Root at 682-3151.

Earl Holt-John Seaman Poker 
Tournament, Ennis

11th annual Texas Hold ‘Em 
scholarship tournament bene-
fiting students at Ennis High 
School. Silver Dollar Saloon, 2 
p.m. Call 682-5208 for informa-
tion.

Notable Montana Women, 
Virginia City

Learn about Montana women 
who have contributed to the state 
and the country. Actress Myna 
Loy, Associate Professor of Na-
tive American Studies Kristen 
Ruppel and Bannack physician 
Molly Atwater. 7 p.m. at the El-
ling House Arts & Humanities 
Center, admission by donation.

Wednesday 
April 3

Lenten Breakfast, Ennis
Join us for the fourth Lenten 

breakfast, hosted by Madison 
Valley Baptist Church. Food 
and fellowship to celebrate the 
season, 7 a.m. 

50 Year Pin Dinner, Twin 
Bridges

Join Freemasons West Gate 
Lodge #27 for its 50 Year Pin 
Dinner at 6 p.m. 212 S. Main 
Street. Call Doug at 406-451-
9802 for information.

Lysander Piano Trio, Dillon
This trio of piano, violin and 

cello commissions new works 
and creates programs that mix 
today’s music with well-loved 
masterworks. Offering interac-
tive performances for audiences 
of all ages. 7:30 p.m. at the UM 
Western Beier auditorium, call 
683-2432 for ticket information.

Jack Gilman signs letter of intent ...
ABOVE – Jack Gilman with his family, Steve and Mary Gilman 
and his brother Joe and all of his coaches. The Sheridan High 
School football senior standout, signed a letter of intent to play 
football for Bethany College in Bethany, West Virginia and pur-
sue a degree in business administration. The Bison plan on using 
Jack as a slot back and tight end in their offensive set. Jack was 
being recruited by several colleges, but decided  Bethany fit his 
goals the best.

TWIN BRIDGES – On March 
2, The American Legion Mining 
District 6 hosted the District lev-
el American Legion High School 
Scholarship Program Constitutional 
Oratory contest, held at Helena cam-
pus of the University of Montana.

Each competitor presented two 
speeches: An original, 8- to 10-min-
ute oratory; an extemporaneous 
speech on the 21st Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution. Each com-
petitor received only five minutes to 
prepare.

First place went to the 2018 win-
ner, Norris Blossom, a senior from 
Capital High School, who received a 
$250 scholarship.

Second place went to Timothy 
Cuddy, the senior representing Cap-

ital High School, who received a 
$150 scholarship. 

Third place went to Trista Red-
field, a sophomore representing 
Twin Bridges High School, who 
received a $100 scholarship, also nu-
merous requests from District and 
Department Officers to return next 
year and publish the contents of her 
original oratory. 

American Legion Post 31 in 
Twin Bridges is – and the commu-
nity should be – proud of Trista’s 
accomplishments and hope they in-
spire her to compete next year. 

It is also hoped that potential 
future students develop a deeper 
knowledge and appreciation of the 
Constitution of the United States.

Constitutional oratory district winners

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com
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