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Seasonal ranges, movement 
corridors are the focus
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ENNIS – The Montana Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission’s Madison River Negotiated Rulemaking 
Committee (NRC) brought their third and fourth 
meetings to the heart of the matter – the banks of the 
Madison River – on Wednesday and Thursday, March 
6 and 7.

Background
The NRC has been charged with an onerous task: 

To make suggestions about changing regulations for 
the river to alleviate problems Montana’s Fish, Wild-
life and Parks (FWP) department has identified as is-
sues in a 2015-2017 creel survey, released in Decem-
ber of 2018.

This creel survey, “Angler Satisfaction, Demo-
graphic, and Creel Surveys-Upper Madison River, 
2015 – 2017,” points to several areas where FWP says 
there are developing problems on the river. These in-
clude:

• A significant increase in fishing pressure on the 
upper Madison.

• Big changes in angler satisfaction with the Mad-
ison River.

• The majority of people fishing the upper Madi-
son River are non-residents.

• Anglers are increasingly dissatisfied with the 
number of anglers on the river and angler traffic at the 
river access sites. 

Despite these problems, FWP maintains most an-
glers have a positive view of their angling experiences 
on the river. The Madison has been regarded as one of 
the world’s finest trout waters for many decades, and 
remains a mecca for fly anglers in particular.

The onerous part of the NRC’s task is this: The 
committee, after reviewing the creel survey’s infor-
mation, is charged with taking into account all of the 

perspectives related to any regulation changes for the 
Madison – the concerns of wade anglers, boat fisher-
men, worm dunkers, river guides and outfitters, recre-
ationalists, rafters, floaters, preservationists, conser-
vationists, the business community and anyone else 
who could be impacted by any regulation changes. 
Whew! 

Trying to balance all of these desires and con-
cerns and come up with a package of suggestions that 
everyone could find palatable is no small undertak-
ing. Performing this duty are the following people: 
Michael Bias, Twin Bridges, fishing outfitter and 
executive director of Fishing Outfitters of Montana; 
Julie Eaton, Bozeman, fishing outfitter; Scott Voll-
mer, Gallatin Gateway, fishing outfitter; Melissa Gla-
ser, Ennis, Madison River scenic tour operator; Jim 
Slatterly, West Yellowstone, Campfire Lodge owner; 
Mark Odegard, Ennis, Madison River wade angler; 
Charlotte Cleveland, Bozeman, Madison River float 
angler; Lauren Wittorp, Ennis, executive director of 
Madison River Foundation; Don Skaar, Helena, FWP, 
Fisheries Division; and Tim Aldrich, Missoula, Fish 
and Wildlife Commission.

The NRC met twice previously, on February 19 
and 20, in Bozeman, where the committee, led by 
facilitator Mike Mitchell, the Unit Leader for the 
University of Montana’s Cooperative Wildlife Re-
search Unit, formulated a problem statement, a list of 
objectives to address and reviewed the possibility of 
adding more members to its board, including two out-
fitters and guides associations and the Ennis Chamber 
of Commerce. After discussion and a vote, all three 
groups were excluded, something that has not set well 
with the Ennis business community.

Madison River Negotiated Rulemaking Committee comes to Ennis
Future of Madison River in committee’s hands
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ABOVE – About 85 people crowded into Sportsman 
Lodge for the Madison River NRC meeting on Wednes-
day, March 6 to listen to and comment on deliberations.
RIGHT – Chris Knott, from 4 Rivers Fishing in Twin Bridg-
es was one of a number of people who commented on 
proposed changes in Madison River Regulations, or 
Wednesday, March 6
BELOW –  Jim Wilson, of Cameron, disputed the 2015-
2017 creel survey numbers used to justify changes to the 
Madison River’s regulations. (J. Taylor photos)

ENNIS – During January, Mon-
tana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) 
personnel conducted a new prong-
horn antelope study in the Madison 
River valley. 

According to Bozeman-area 
FWP Region 3 Wildlife Biologist 
Julie Cunningham, FWP complet-
ed a pronghorn capture program 
in the Madison Valley, where they 
successfully captured and collared 
40 female pronghorns; 22 east of the 
Madison River, and 18 west of the 
river.

The locations of the captures 
ranged from McAllister, south to 
Wall Creek.

So why was FWP basically las-
soing some of the 2,500 pronghorns 
from helicopters?

Purpose
“The purpose of this study 

will be to learn about the season-
al ranges and movement corridors 
between them for Madison Valley 
pronghorns,” Cunningham said. 
“For years, we have observed that 
approximately half of the pronghorn 
that are winter residents of the Mad-
ison Valley leave during the summer 
time.  We have observed pronghorn 

FWP studying Madison pronghorns

ABOVE - A FWP helicopter crew maneuvers a catch 
team into position to net pronghorns for the study (Kit 
Fisher, NWF photos)

JOHN D. TAYLOR
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VIRGINIA CITY—Af-
ter two years of work, the 
Virginia City town council 
approved a revised version 
of the town’s sign ordinance 
at its meeting on Thursday, 
March 7. 

The document—which 
has been in effect for 27 years 
after being adopted in 1992—

is used to as a reference for 
businesses and attractions 
when putting up advertis-
ing and identification signs 
around Virginia City. Be-
cause of the town’s historic 
district designation, there are 
detailed rules as to what signs 
can look like, how large they 
can be and what they can be 

made of.
The council, along with 

Virginia City’s Historic Pres-
ervation Office (HPO) began 
revising the sign ordinance 
in early 2017 and has been 
working toward last week’s 
approval ever since. After 
detailed review of the doc-
ument, legal input from at-
torney Victor Bunitsky and 
many minor changes, the 
council unanimously voted 
to approve the updated docu-
ment on Thursday night.

“The history of this is al-
most as long as the history 
of this town,” joked mayor 

After two years, VC approves sign ordinance
Replaces 1992 ordinance

Virginia City’s signs will have 
to meet new standards. (File)
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BUTTE—All eyes were on Great 
Falls two weekends ago for the state 
tournament of Class C girls, as Box El-
der pulled out a six-point victory over 
Roy-Winifred 48 - 42 to claim their 
second straight state title. And last 
weekend, attention turned to Billings 
as the top eight boys’ teams in Class 
C faced off, where Manhattan Chris-

tian ended Arlee’s quest for a second 
straight state title in a decisive 83-51 
rout.

But after the state tournaments 
were done, some of the best and bright-
est of the area’s basketball players got 
one more turn on the court in the 
Southwest Montana Classic All-Star 
basketball game on Tuesday, March 
12. The game took place at the Maroon 
Activities Center in Butte.

Media representatives, broadcast-
ers and sports writers from around the 
state took nominations from coaches 
around the region to determine the 
rosters for the games, and Madison 
County was well represented.

The arbitrary teams were labeled 
“Big Sky” and “Treasure State,” made 
up of student athletes from nearly a 
dozen schools. Of the eight coaches 
leading the four teams, six of them 
came from Ennis and Twin Bridges 
high schools.

Lady Mustang coaches Jordan 
Overstreet and Mady Speck led the 
Treasure State boys—swapping gen-
ders to avoid bias toward their own 
teams—while boys’ coaches Jared 
Smithson and Cole Cavan headed up 
the Treasure State girls’ team.

Josh Keller and Andy Nye, the ar-
chitects behind the Twin Bridges boys’ 
near-perfect season that ended with 
a 24-2 record, led the Big Sky Girls 
team. The fourth squad, the Big Sky 
boys, were coached by Butte Central’s 
Quinn Peoples and Hattie Thatcher. 

Local athletes, coaches 
in All-Star basketball

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Harrison’s Vern Homner was one 
of two Harrison players selected 
for the Southwest Montana All-
Star basketball game on March 
12. His teammate Luke Cima was 
selected as an alternate. (A. Chris-
tensen)

ALL STAR continued on A3



Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729

sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
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Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 
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with 
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FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

596-3137

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

CONFORMING 
MORTGAGE 

FIXED RATES
30 Years - .000% points

4.125%
(4.242% APR)

15 Years - .000% points

3.625%
(3.829% APR)

4.5%
(4.879% APR)

AUTO 
LOAN 
RATES

As low as

Rates subject to change without notice, APR calculation is based on 
a $200,000.00 loan amount with a 1% loan origination fee, $125.00 
processing fee, $334.00 document processing fee, $275.00 settle-
ment fee, $20.00 tracking fee, $11.95 MERS fee, $4.00 life of loan 
flood determination, $4.00 transcript fee 15 days of prepaid interest 
and *discount point fee as stated above.

Rates subject to change with-
out notice, APR calculation 
based on $20,000.00 loan 
amount with a $149.00 loan 
fee, 48 monthly payments of 
$459.67 on approved credit.

Welcome to Madison Valley Bank, where our customers 
own their futures. Our low interest rates, flexible loan 
options, and first-name service make home and auto 
ownership happen today for successful tomorrows.

Stop by your local branch to see how our small 
bank can help you make big things happen.

Ennis | Boulder | Montana City | West Yellowstone 
www.madisonvalleybank.com

Back in December, when dis-
cussing the need for the NRC, FWP 
Regional Fisheries biologist Travis 
Horton and FWP Madison/Galla-
tin fisheries biologist Dave Moser 
hoped that by March of this year – 
although there is no official timeline 
– the NRC could come up with some 
potential suggestions for changing 
river regulations. 

Any ideas for regulation chang-
es must be in place by summer, so 
the Fish and Wildlife commission 
can vote on them and get them into 
the angler handbooks for 2020, he 
said.

This follows the path for fish 
and wildlife regulations cut by the 
state legislature, and requires pub-
lic hearings, a review by the Mon-
tana Secretary of State, and other 
input, Horton said. The purpose 
of this technique is to “…establish 
a framework for the conduct of “ 
such rulemaking and allow citizens 
to participate in the procedure,” ac-
cording to the state code.

This is not the first time the Mad-
ison River’s regulations have been 
scrutinized. FWP has been trying to 
reduce “angler conflicts and crowd-
ing” on the Madison for nearly 60 
years. These efforts have included 
closing float fishing in certain por-
tions of the river, closing segments 
of the river to all fishing and taking 
trout, a one-year moratorium on new 
outfitters, meeting with landowners 
along the river, special recreation 
permits via Bureau of Land Man-
agement and other efforts.

The angler surveys are also 
nothing new. In 1983, a survey on 
wade fishing vs. boat fishing con-
flicts took place. In 2008, a survey of 
resident anglers about the river was 
conducted. In 2009, visitors were 
surveyed.

In 2011, FWP began the process 
of “Madison River recreation man-
agement planning,” that included 
a “scoping process of four public 
meetings,” an online survey and the 
formation of the Madison Citizen 
Advisory Committee (MCAC) in 
2012.

This committee offered its rec-
ommendations to FWP in 2013, but 
this effort got cut short due to “agen-
cy-wide funding concerns” in 2014, 
FWP says.

FWP kicked public engagement 
in the planning process back into ac-
tion in 2016, culminating in the 2017 
surveys for the new report. 

An Environmental Assessment, 
a draft Madison River Recreation 
Management Plan and proposed 
administrative rules were sent to 
the Fish and Wildlife Commission 
but the commission refused to share 
these documents for public com-
ment. Instead, it directed FWP to 
initiate a “negotiated rule making 
process” to address Madison River 
recreation issues.

Why did the commission choose 
this path, instead of releasing the en-
vironmental assessment and the rec-
ommendations of the 2013 MCAC 
to the public?

“It was a commission decision,” 
Horton said, noting that Madison 
River regulations have been a polit-
ical hot potato for more than half a 
century, “I can’t speak for it.”

State statutes say negotiated 
rulemaking is used “to resolve con-
troversial issues” prior to the formal 
rulemaking process and that it’s “no 
substitute for the public notification 
and participation requirements.” 
Also, “a consensus agreement by a 
negotiated rulemaking committee 
may be modified by an agency as a 
result of the subsequent rulemaking 
process.”

Ennis meetings
Gathering at the Sportsman’s 

Lodge basement meeting room from 
9 a.m.- 5 p.m. both March 6 and 7, 
NRC met and further discussed the 
issues and potential solutions it has 
been charged to consider, and it gave 
the local community a chance to 
speak their minds. Those who spoke 
were given a maximum of two min-
utes to share their perspectives.

The community turned out in 
droves. About 85 people packed into 
the meeting on Wednesday after-
noon, March 6. 

As deliberations continued 
through Thursday, March 7, an 
equal crowd appeared. 

Once again, the committee 
broke into groups and continued to 
propose alternate options to a va-
riety of the proposed rules. Every-
thing from capping the number of 
SRPs distributed to limiting certain 
portions of the river to in-state res-
idents only on certain days was on 
the table, but few concrete decisions 
were made.

Facilitator Mitchell took the 
committee members through a se-
ries of exercises designed to simu-
late how they would be weighing 
the various alternates and additions 
they had come up with. He focused 
on predicting consequences and 

ranking the various outcomes in 
terms of importance and potential 
ramifications.

“I want to be really, really, really 
clear about this: right now this is a 
learning exercise about the alter-
nates and how we’re going to score 
out the options,” he told the com-
mittee. “We’re not talking about the 
final decision analysis.”

Mitchell had the committee 
members pick five of the proposed 
alternates before assigning them 
homework. 

Before their next meeting, each 
member will evaluate all five pro-
posals on a scale of 1 - 5 based on 
how well they would fulfill the ob-
jectives of the Madison River reg-
ulations, everything from fishery 
health to satisfaction of fishermen, 
residents, guides and shuttle ser-
vices.

“When you think about it, all de-
cisions are based on values,” Mitch-
ell told the committee. What this 
is going to do is help us refine our 
thinking and help us to think about 
data that will inform this decision.”

Mitchell said that to start, the 
committee would use the 1-5 scale, 
but as data was found that could help 
quantify and contextualize that arbi-
trary rating. For example, as data on 
fish populations as a result of fish-
erman density on the river could be 
input into the matrix, it would help 
to justify what rating was applied to 
that particular alternative.

Recapping the public comments 
made at Wednesday and Thursday’s 
meetings, concerns fell into several 
different camps. Some of the con-
cerns expressed included the follow-
ing:

Business representation
A number of people spoke about 

the lack of Ennis business represen-
tation on the NRC committee on 
Wednesday.

Chris Gentry, Madison Foods 
owner, led this charge. She asked for 
some local business owners to be on 
the board and for an economic im-
pact study.

“The Madison River is the life-
blood of the community,” Gentry 
said, noting that Madison Foods, 
one of several major employers in 
Ennis, employs 5 percent of the lo-
cal population. “This is a detriment 
to the community.” 

Summers, she said, get her busi-
ness through the winter, and this 
includes keeping staff on. She was 
miffed that no one in the commu-
nity had been contacted about an 
economic impact study related to 
FWP’s management of the Madi-
son. She also urged the committee 
to take the time to look closer at the 
impact of any regulation changes on 
Ennis.

Ennis Chamber of Commerce 
Director Halley Perry reiterated the 
concerns of the Ennis business com-
munity by having no representation 
on the NRC and asked the commit-
tee to reach out to business members 
in the community and let them help 
guide the committee in their deci-
sion making.

Danica Lewis, another Ennis 
business owner who manages va-
cation property rentals, asked for an 
economic impact study. While her 
business was not strictly river-based, 
every business in town is connected 
in some way to the river, she said.

Lisa Carruthers, owner of the 
McAllister Inn, talked about how 
Madison River fishing affects 90 
percent of her business. Her season 
is June through Sept. 15, she said. 
Tourism should be represented on 
the NRC, but instead is ignored. She 
also pitched for an economic impact 
study.

Matt Smith, of Ennis, a boat 
angler of the river, said he believed 
regulation changes would hurt the 
economy of Ennis. “Bozeman is 
huge, and has other resources,” he 
said, “West Yellowstone has the 
park and snowmobiling. Ennis is 
the Madison River; the river is our 
economy. If you regulate the river, 
you regulate our economy. Regu-
lations cause harm. The Madison 
River is on life support. Look at the 
empty motels and the closed shops 
now. This is an assault of my way of 
life,” he continued, asking that two 
to three Ennis business members be 
added to the committee and calling 
for an economic impact study for 
any changes in regulations.

On Thursday, Virginia City 
mayor Justin Gatewood, who told 
the committee that the econom-
ic booms and busts of Ennis have 
county-wide repercussions, as will 
the committee’s ultimate decisions.

“The economic impact of what’s 
being proposed here scares me,” 
Gatewood said. “When Ennis gets 
cut, Virginia City bleeds, and the 
reverse is also true. Just be careful; 
this is going to have real impacts 
county-wide.” Gatewood also ques-
tioned the committee’s methods of 
defining their objective.

“If it takes you 40 hours to de-
fine a problem,” he said. “Maybe 
you should take a step back to see if 
you have a problem at all.”

Access restriction
Ruby Spring Lodge owner John 

Sampson, an outfitter for 25 years, 
said his operation employs 40 peo-
ple and pumps some $6 million into 
the local economy. “I’m communi-
ty-minded and conservation-mind-
ed,” he told the committee. “No 
one cares as much as local people 
do, let’s look beyond ourselves, 
look at what’s best for the river as a 
whole.” Restricting access to the riv-
er doesn’t work, he said, pointing to 
how a Ruby River landowner lost a 
court battle to close down access to 
that river on his property.

Dan Larsen, owner of Madison 
Valley Ranch, talked about being in 
the lodge and fishing business for 
the last 20 years, how he himself is a 
wade and float fisherman, as well as 
a commercial user of the river, and 
how the river and his business has 
grown and matured over time. He 
initially thought closing the river to 
boats from Ennis to the lake could 
be a boon for his business, since the 
ranch is along the river. But this was 
a selfish notion, he said, not in the 
interest of fishing.

“This is tough,” said Chris 
Knott, of Four Rivers Fishing Com-
pany in Twin Bridges, an 18-year 
veteran guide. “The Madison is 
more crowded.” But Knott was not 
in favor of limiting the number of 
outfitters and guides on the river or 
the number of float anglers. Knott 
suggested leaving the regulations as 
they stand. 

Mike Treloar questioned the 
FWP data being used and the con-
clusions being drawn. He pointed 
to FWP numbers from 2016 that 
showed of 179,000 total anglers 
hours on the river, only 11.2 percent 
were commercial users (guides and 
outfitters), while the remaining 88 
percent were non-commercial users. 
2017 figures showed 90 percent of 
the river use hours were occupied by 
non-commercial users. “We [com-
mercial users] can makes some con-
cessions,” Trelor said, “but what are 
you going to do with the public? It’s 
not just outfitters and guides.”

Use stamp?
Joe Dilschneider called the 

Madison a national treasure and said 
he was grateful for the committee 
to take on the task for FWP during 
Wednesday’s meeting.

He thought regulations based 
on residency was a mistake, that it 
would send the wrong message to 
anglers. A use stamp for the Madi-
son was the only possible solution, 
he believed, and commercial users 
should pay or this, non-commercial 
users shouldn’t, he told the NRC. He 
also suggested limits on commercial 
use of the river. “Good luck,” he told 
the committee.

Unintended consequences
On Wednesday, Ty Brian talked 

about the wade section of the river, 
about 15.5 miles in length and Mon-
tana’s stream access law. He asked 
the NRC to visualize the cadastral 
and the river limiting portions of the 
river to boat traffic, one option being 
discussed, would eliminate about 55 
percent of the river, he said, to boats. 
Also, wading the upper sections of 
the river, where giant boulders and 
heavy current preclude safe wading 
would mean violating the stream 
access laws. Eliminating boating 
would have unintended consequenc-
es, he said, because boating spreads 
river use out.

John Way, owner of Ennis’s The 
Tackle Shop and a hunting and fish-
ing outfitter, also worried about the 
unintended consequences of reg-
ulation changes. Way serves of the 
state’s Board of Outfitters where 
he’d noticed a spike in the number 
of applications to become an out-
fitter, something he attributed to a 
potential limit on Madison outfit-
ters. Way also pointed to an edito-
rial in the Bozeman Chronicle, that 
wondered if Ennis didn’t want the 

Madison’s business any more. “I’m 
concerned,” Way said.

On Thursday, Todd France, who 
owns Blast & Cast Outfitters, reit-
erated the importance of values in 
making the decisions with which the 
committee was tasked. An Ennis 
native, he opened his business over 
two decades ago and acknowledged 
that as a young person, he didn’t 
have a lot of money to establish him-
self.

“I want you to think about 
what’s going to happen to this 
town,” France told the committee. 
“Not just economics, but the young 
people. I want to see them have the 
same opportunities I had.

Trout numbers, science used
On Wednesday, Jim Wilson 

lives along the upper Madison, and 
his concern was bogus FWP fish 
numbers. He didn’t believe the trout 
counts done by FWP were at all 
accurate. He said he’d talked to 50 
anglers along the river who’d been 
fishing the river at various lengths 
of time, from 1960 forward.  What 
used tobe 30, 40 or 50 trout days are 
no more. He pointed to a line in the 
2015-2017 creel survey that claimed 
“reduced catch rates are not related 
to the number of fish in the river,” 
and wondered how that could be. He 
also disliked NorthWestern Energy, 
Hebgen Lake dam owners, paying 
for the data collected by FWP. An 
independent group should be doing 
the study, he said. He wanted the 
NRC to address fish numbers.

Jim Cramer, a retired scientist, 
worried about the science, too. He 
talked about tipping points – things 
that could trigger changes in the reg-
ulations, such as fewer trout – and 
how populations rise and fall but 
always return to a data point that is 
usually lower than where the popu-
lation began.

On Thursday, Rainbow Valley 
Lodge owner Ed Williams also cited 
whirling disease in his comments. 
Williams was named to the WD 
task force in 1995 and called it a red 
line for river health, a tipping point.

“The biological data that I’ve 
seen to date doesn’t show a red line 
as there was during the whirling 
disease epidemic,” Williams said. 
“Please take your time and take 
baby steps on this process. Make 
sure you get it right. There’s a lot 
at stake in this community we call 
home.” Williams also asked the 
committee to consider an economic 
impact statement.

Next meetings
Before Thursday’s public com-

ment period, the committee set its 
next two meeting dates, to be ten-
tatively held in West Yellowstone. 
After the first two days’ meetings 
in Bozeman and the second two in 
Ennis, the rationale behind choosing 
West Yellowstone was an attempt to 
include as wide a range of stakehold-
er opinions as possible.

However, some of the public was 
of the opinion that since the Madi-
son River most directly impacts the 
economy and tourism of Ennis, the 
remaining meetings should be held 
there.

Regardless of location, the next 
meeting dates will be March 25 and 
26, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

It remains to be seen whether 
the committee will reach a consen-
sus on the rules during those days. If 
they don’t, they would have the op-
tion of scheduling another last-min-
ute meeting to try and reach a 
decision in time to submit their rec-
ommendations to the Montana Fish 
and Wildlife Commission before the 
commission meeting on April 25 in 
Bozeman. 

If a new rule is not submitted 
before that meeting, it could not be 
adopted until the June 13 meeting, 
which could delay the effective date 
of the new rules.

For transcriptions of NRC pro-
ceedings visit: http://fwp.mt.gov/
recreation/management/madison/
nrcTranscriptions.html

MADISON  continued from A1:   Madison River Negotiated Rulemaking Committee meeting

Chris Gentry, Madison Foods owner, was one of several Ennis 
business people who wanted business representation on NRC 
and an economic impact study done.

March 14, 2019A2THE MADISONIAN



Justin Gatewood as the coun-
cil brought out the ordinance 
for its third reading. After a 
few last changes and discus-
sion about acceptable fonts and 
the process of reporting ordi-
nance violations, the new sign 
ordinance was approved, “for 
the next 27 years,” Gatewood 
laughed.

The council also heard a 
project update and news on the 
legislature from Montana Her-
itage Commission executive 
director Elijah Allen on Thurs-
day.

Allen told the council that 
Virginia City’s new informa-
tion center and gas station is 
complete and that the neces-
sary Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) permits 
had come in earlier in the week. 
Once gas starts pumping, there 
will be a discount for residents 
of Virginia City during the bus-
iest tourist season from May 
through September when they 
provide their identification. 
Allen also said the new station 
will be unique for more reasons 
than its outward historic ap-
pearance.

“This is the safest gas sta-
tion in the state of Montana,” 
he told the council. “We took 
all the precautions, and it’s the 
only gas station in the state 
with a vapor lock.” 

The information center will 
include photos and information 
about the history of Virginia 
City for visitors who stop in and 
will be outfitted in the style of 
a mining shop in keeping with 
the town’s historic designation.

Allen also told the council 
about a bill appearing before 
the state legislature that could 
significantly impact the Mon-
tana Heritage Commission’s 
funding should it pass. 

Senate Bill 242, sponsored 
by Senator Roger Webb of Bill-
ings, would eliminate the vol-

untary $6 state park fee that 
Montanans can opt into when 
they register their vehicles. 
That fee, which has been in 
place for nearly two decades, 
breaks down most of its rev-
enue among Montana’s state 
parks but 38 cents of each fee 
goes to the Montana Heritage 
Commission. It may not sound 
like much, but it adds up to 
more than $250,000 annually in 
funding.

“As it stands now, it’s a 
voluntary fee, but the devil is 
in the details,” said Allen. “It 
eliminates probably 45 percent 
of our allocated funds and also 
takes away from preservation.”

Allen noted that without 
that funding, which is specif-
ically earmarked for preserva-
tion in the areas under MHC 
jurisdiction like Virginia City 
and Nevada City, it would be 
harder to fix up and maintain 
buildings around town such as 
hotels, restaurants and attrac-
tions. That, in turn, impacts the 
resort tax revenue that comes 
back to the MHC and results in 
a downward cycle.

Should the bill pass, it would 
shift the state park fee from a 
voluntary $6 charge, which has 
a compliance rate of around 77 
percent, to an additional decal 
that vehicle registrants would 
have to purchase separately. 
That shift, said Allen, drops the 
compliance rate down to about 
10 percent.

Senate Bill 242 will be pre-
sented to the Senate Fish and 
Game Committee on March 19 
at 3 p.m. in Helena. More infor-
mation can be found on the bill 
at laws.leg.mt.gov. 

Other business at the Vir-
ginia City March meeting:

• The council unanimously 
approved new sign permits for 
the Montana Heritage Commis-
sion at the village pump and 

information center, and for the 
Rambling Moose campground 
which was purchased by new 
owners last year. 

• The council also unani-
mously approved a permit to 
the Virginia City Rural Fire 
Department to widen its ga-
rage doors. The current doors 
only have around two inches 
of clearance on either side of 
the fire truck mirrors, so the 
changes will make for easier 
and safer access.

• Public works director 
Robert Erdall said keeping the 
streets of Virginia City clear 
has been his office’s main fo-
cus for the past couple weeks, 
while Gatewood and the mem-
bers of the council praised the 
public works staff for their 
good work. “We’re at the mercy 
of the weather for the moment,” 
said Erdall. “We haven’t had an 
extended period of cold weath-
er like this for years.”

• The council discussed the 
course of action for a pair of 
8’x20’ storage containers that 
the town procured and what 
will be done with them. Toni 
James of the fire department 
said one of the containers will 
be partially buried in a bank 
before being covered in siding 
and a sod roof to disguise it in 
a historically-accurate manner 
as a root cellar to be used for 
equipment storage. The coun-
cil noted that in the future it 
will be a priority to evaluate 
whether or not simply building 
a storage facility or a town shop 
would be a better avenue for 
storing excess equipment.

• Clerk Nancy Stewart said 
that the town of Virginia City 
now has a Facebook page and 
that beginning with the April 
4th meeting, the council will 
be livestreaming their council 
meetings.

• Gatewood commended lo-
cal hockey player Peter Kelley, 

who was a part of a state-ti-
tle-winning team last month. 
Gatewood speculated that it 
was the first state title for 
Virginia City in the past 200 
years and noted that Kelley has 
grown up playing on Virginia 
City’s hockey rink.
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in unusual summer ranges, includ-
ing the Hebgen Basin and at high 
elevation along the Gravelly Range 
Road.  We have seen a possible stag-
ing area near the Highway 287-87 
junction, and believe some may mi-
grate into Idaho in the Henry’s Lake 
area, or even the Centennial Valley.”

“We are interested in learning 
about partitioning of animals across 
the winter ranges to more effective-
ly manage the population and its 
important habitats,” she continued. 
“Learning about seasonal ranges 
and migratory routes can help us 
work with other agencies, conserva-
tion groups, and private landowners 
to help keep these routes protected 
into the future.”

FWP believes that about half the 
Madison valley pronghorn herd is 
migratory in a given year, but little 
is known about these migrations. 

“I will also be curious to see 
if there is any herd structure from 
north to south or east to west in the 
valley,” Cunningham said. “The 
Madison Valley hosts up to 2,500 
pronghorn in winter, a large popula-
tion. This is really special for south-
west Montana. These pronghorn 
live in an inter-mountain valley.”

This study has been of local in-
terest and discussed for years, Cun-
ningham said.

What sparked it finally hap-
pening was how FWP got funding 
through a U.S. Department of the 
Interior Secretarial Order to identify 
and conserve large ungulate migra-
tion corridors and winter ranges.

FWP is collaborating with fed-
eral and non-profit partners as well 
as local landowners in the commu-
nity to do this study, she noted. 

Food sources
During winter, pronghorn – pri-

marly grazes of forbs and grasses 

during spring, summer and early 
autumn – focus more on cactus and 
sage as their primary food sources.

Seasonal migration may play a 
role in why the Madison valley hosts 
so many pronghorns.

“Ungulate migrations are often 
influenced by snow and vegetation,” 
Cunningham said. “This study will 
help us learn more about this.”

“In elk,” she continued, “we 
talk about the ‘green wave’ – grass 
greens up at low elevation first, but 
as low-elevation grasses dry out, 
they (elk) move uphill where the 
snow is melting off and that grass is 
greening up.”

“Pronghorn are not usually ele-
vational migrants. They may, how-
ever, use migration facultatively 
to adapt to year-to-year changes in 
vegetation availability.”

Future
“I like to remind people about 

what an interesting species prong-
horn are,” Cunningham said. “They 
are not related to deer and elk as 
closely as many people think, nor 
are they true antelope, like one sees 
in Africa.  Rather, they are the sole 
member of their family, Antilocap-
ridae (deer and elk are Cervidae, 
true antelope are in the family Bo-
vidae, and even bighorn sheep and 
mountain goats are in the Bovidae 
family).”

“So where did pronghorn come 
from?  The amazing answer is they 
are ice-age survivors. Yes, this 
species roamed the plains with sa-
bre-toothed tigers, American chee-
tahs, and woolly mammoths. This 
is a relict species, an ancient species. 
That’s why they have such unique 
horns. Their horns are indeed made 
of keratin (like our hair) and they 
shed off every year.  Some people 
think they are like antlers because 

they shed, but antlers are made from 
bone.  Pronghorn have bony protu-
berances off their skulls, just like 
bighorn sheep, but bighorn sheep 
horns are made of a different type 
of keratin (like fingernails) and they 
never shed.”

“And what is their closest rela-
tive? Amazingly, it’s the giraffe!  

“The Madison Valley is a spe-
cial place for conservation,” Cun-
ningham continued. “Landowners 
have generously allowed us to com-
plete this study, to capture, and to 
follow these tagged animals.”

I’ve been asked over and over 
by landowners, local conservation 
groups, and even high school sci-
ence students about how to make 
fences wildlife-friendly, where 
they should focus efforts, all to help 
pronghorn and other species move 
freely across the landscape.”

“As the Madison Valley contin-
ues to grow in population through 
subdivision and through recreation-
al visitors on the highways, having 
good information about pronghorn 
movements will help us all to main-
tain these animals’ ability to have 
what they need on the landscape.”

During the fall, Cunningham 
said, up to 500 hunters come to the 
valley to hunt pronghorn.

“These sportsmen and women 
have on average 75 percent success 
rates,” she said, “with an average of 
three days of effort. This herd pro-
vides the ability for up to 500 license 
holders to hunt pronghorn locally – 
they don’t have to drive to eastern 
Montana.”

“FWP hopes to see pronghorn 
populations persist and hunting op-
portunities continue in perpetuity,” 
Cunningham said. “The herd seems 
to be doing well, and our goal is to 
keep it doing well.”

“There are occasional game 

damage complaints from prong-
horn, areas of local abundance.  
FWP is curious to see if there is 
strong herd structure in the Madison 
Valley, whether the pronghorn on 
the east and west sides interchange 
and how much they do.  If there is 
evidence of a herd structure, per-
haps hunting regulations can be al-
tered to help localize hunters on ar-
eas of abundance and game damage 
while keeping the herd as a whole 
healthy for future generations.”

Special thanks
“So many people deserve 

thanks for this project,” Cunning-
ham said. “Quicksilver Aviation is 
an efficient and professional capture 
crew whose experience net-gunning 
wildlife brought fantastic results.  
Dean Waltee, the FWP Sheridan 
biologist, and FWP pilot Neil Cad-
well piloted the spotter plane tire-
lessly, making note of every capture 
boundary and fenceline, how cat-
tle and horses were behaving, and 
where the pronghorn were. Neil and 
Dean worked to make sure we cap-
tured only where we had permission 
and to make sure we did not disturb 
the livestock on the private lands.

“Our research division, particu-
larly Kelly Proffitt and Jenny Jones, 
made this capture happen, doing all 
the organization, budgeting, collar 
preparation, and capture contract-
ing.”

“Special thanks go to the land-
owners in the Madison Valley. We 
had 25 Madison landowners who 
gave us permission to do this cap-
ture on their lands. We could not 
have dreamed of getting this done 
without them.  These landowners 
accepted the disturbance of the he-
licopter flying over their homes and 
ranches all day to enable us to learn 
about the pronghorn they live with.”

STUDY  continued from A1:       MT Fish, Wildlife and Parks studying Madison valley pronghorns
Madison River valley pronghorns

Teams were also assigned 
randomly, but Madison Coun-
ty was represented in all four 
squads. Harrison standout Vern 
Homner and Whitehall’s Clay 
Wolfe were named to the Big Sky 
boys’ team, while their team-
mates Harrison’s Luke Cima and 
Whitehall’s Kade Briggs were 
both alternates for the squad.

Playing for Overstreet and 
Speck on the Treasure State 
side were Twin Bridges’ magic 
trio of the season: Bryce Nye, 
Daniel Kruer and Jake Hughes. 
They were joined by alternates 
Nate Konen and Charlie Kru-
er. Trevor Swanson of Ennis 
also made that team, while his 
brother Ian was another alter-

nate.
For the girls, Twin Bridges’ 

Clancy Phillips and Whitehall’s 
Brynna Wolfe joined Keller 
and Nye for the Big Sky team. 
Twin’s Blu Keim was an alter-
nate for that squad.

And on the Treasure State 
girls’ team, Ennis’s standout 
duo of seniors Jourdain Klein 

and Whitney McKitrick joined 
Smithson and Cavan.

Scores for the Southwest 
Montana Classic All-Star game 
were not reported until after 
the Madisonian went to press, 
so for statistics and scores of 
the game please see our website 
and Facebook page.

ALL STAR  continued from A1:       Local athletes, coaches represented at All Star basketball

SIGNS  continued from A1:       Virginia City approves new sign ordinance, first since 1992

The children of Larry & Carrol Young 
cordially invite you to come 

celebrate their parents 60th wedding 
anniversary with them. 

Refreshments will be served at the 
Senior Center on Main St. Pony, March 

16th at 2pm. 

No gifts please. Your presence is gift enough.

Join Us

Irma Evans’ 90th 
Birthday 

Celebration
Join us on Thursday March 

21st at the Ennis Senior 
Center to celebrate Irma’s 
90th birthday! There will be 
cake and coffee available, 

call 682-4422 for more 
information or to RSVP.
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OPINION

Obituaries
Eugene Leroy Reeves of Weiser 
Idaho died on January 21 2019, 
in Las Vegas NV, three weeks 
after being diagnosed with Stage 
IV pancreatic cancer.
He was born on September 9, 
1943 in Caldwell, Idaho to Rob-
ert Ruben Reeves and Blanche 
Belle Reeves.
He graduated from Broadwater 
High School in Townsend, MT in 
1961, then served in the US Air 
Force from 1961 to 1965.
Gene worked as a logger and 
miner for many years.
Later in life he became Sales 
Manager for Northwest Battery 
of Helena, Exide Battery of Mis-
soula, and Sterling Battery of 
Boise, ID.
He was a Jehovah’s Witness and 
square-dancer, enjoyed Harley 
road-trips, hunting, fishing, golf, 
and RV boondocking in Arizona 
in the winter.
Gene is survived by his wife, 
Jane Earle Reeves, of Weiser ID 

and Alder MT; daughter Desri 
Ann Crawford of Hoquiam, WA; 
son Robert Russell Reeves of 
Cosmopolis, WA; and son An-
drew Jackson Reeves of Bend 
OR; six grandchildren, and five 
great grandchildren.
Jane may be contacted at POB 73 
Alder MT 59710.
Per Gene’s request, no services 
were held. This spring, his ash-
es will be scattered in Idaho be-
neath his beloved yellow pines.

Eugene Leroy Reeves
January 21, 2019

Editor:
I am writing you in regards to the recent meeting of the Mad-

ison River rule-making committee tasked with outlining regula-
tions for the Madison River. As an environmental scientist who 
has lived in Bozeman, across the US, and in SE Asia, I have seen 
plenty of areas toe the fine line between economic gain and con-
servation. 

I believe that this subject of changing regulations on the Madi-
son is causing those who have an economic stake in business con-
nected to the river to become defensive and immovable on issues 
regarding the long-term well-being of the industry. 

In the Bozeman Daily Chronicle’s article “FWP releases report 
on Madison River fishing pressure” published last December, even 
Cam Coffin of Blue Ribbon Flies in West Yellowstone commented 
on the inevitability of outfitter use limits as fishing has intensified 
at increasing rates over the last decade. He also offers that outfit-
ters are not the only problem the river faces, and I would tend to 
agree. 

Indeed, the Madison River is resilient, but SW Montana trout 
already face an uphill battle not only due to a rapidly increasing 
population size in the area but also because of climate change. 

A study “Trout in hot water: A call for global action” published 
in Science warns that trout need cool, clean water and as the glob-
al environment warms, warming streams and rivers will be yet 
another stressor that can harm species in the Madison (Muhlfeld 
et al. 2018).

I appreciate the stance taken by environmentally-focused orga-
nizations and FWP suggesting banning glass bottles and boats in 
the upper walk-in only section of the river and other ideas to re-
duce overstressing the already massively popular Madison River. 
I believe that anglers and those invested in the Madison’s overall 
health must understand that slightly more stringent regulations 
will create a healthier and more sustainable environment and in-
dustry going forward.

Jacob Merten, 
Environmental Scientist, 

Ennis

Editor:
I’m responding to public comments made at the March 7 Madi-

son River Negotiated Rule-making Committee meeting in Ennis. I 
want to thank the committee members, whose decisions will have 
wide reaching effects. I applaud their careful, thoughtful, and 
compromising approach.

As licensed Montana outfitter with 18 years of guide experi-
ence, 26 years of f ly-fishing experience, and almost 40 years of 
angling experience, some information given during the meeting 
was misleading.

During public comment, Jackie Mathews stated the public 
should not be able to f loat boats to access angling because FWP 
biologists will not electro-fish those sections, as they are unsafe 
for f loat electrofishing.

There is a difference in what FWP biologists do to collect elec-
trofishing data and how f loaters and f loat anglers operate their 
boats. 

First, the electrofishing boat does not have oars. They don’t 
actually f loat or drift, they walk the boat down the river. One bi-
ologist holds the boat by handles on the back. There is a large 
water-holding tank, a generator, gear, and two more biologists 
aboard. When the tank of water, which is very heavy, is full of fish 
and ready to collect data, they must find a suitable place to hold 
or park the boat as there is no anchor. Then they process the fish 
in a timely matter. 

It is an amazing amount of work to walk a boat with all that 
gear and weight downriver. I also understand that is why they 
would not think it safe to collect data between Quake Lake and 
Pine Butte. The bottom is uneven, bouldered, steep and with fast 
currents making it difficult to safely walk that setup down stream. 
That is different than f loating in a raft or drift boat to park behind 
a rock and fish. There is no reason it cannot and should not be 
navigated safely by watercraft oared correctly. 

Comparing the relative safety of the two things as an argument 
for removal of boats from a section without context on how the 
two activities are different, seems to be a disguised and deceitful 
argument for removal of boats. 

Brian Rosenberg
Montana Fish Man Outfitting, 

Ennis

Editor:
The Madison River Foundation (MRF), has lost its way. It was 

once an organization that planted willows, repaired river banks 
and saved fish from irrigation ditches to now a political lobbyist 
for the big donors up river. 

The foundation is not a foundation for all anymore. It has be-
come a lobbying group for a few.

Case in point: Their endless call for closing the upper section 
of the river to boats. First it was no boats, then it was no boats with 
fishing equipment and lastly the river is too dangerous to f loat that 
section of the river. Another non-truth. Boats have been f loating 
that section for the past 50 years.

The reason why MRF is pushing the closure of this section of 
river is because their biggest donors and many of the foundation’s 
board of directors (including the chairman of the board) live on 
that stretch of the river. They want their own private stretch of the 
river to themselves. There are more NO TRESPASSING signs on 
that stretch of the river than any other stretch of the Madison. So 
it’s 1 percent for the people and the river and 99 percent for the 
wealthy.

The MRF uses the fisherman satisfaction study to say there is 
too much pressure on the river. I see it differently. When people 
ask me how the fishing is on the Madison, I always say, “Great!” 
But then I follow up by saying, “You should know, you are going 
up against the smartest trout in the state of Montana!”

Hey, if you don’t know how to cook, your dinner isn’t going to 
taste very good and if you don’t know how to fish, you’re not going 
to be too successful with the well-seasoned trout of the Madison 
River. The fish on the Madison River have become very smart! 
Historically, the numbers are there. The river holds an abundance 
of trout and they just aren’t that easy to catch anymore. I don’t see 
the fisherman satisfaction survey to get any better for the foresee-
able future either, unless the fishermen are willing to hone their 
skills.

But MRF will use that study as a way to say we should re-
move the boats from the river because fisherman are not happy. 
They have gone political! When MRF Executive Director Lauren 
Wittorp needs two assistants and three computers to go to a meet-
ing, they’ve gone political. I must say it was quite a sight to see 
the three of them with all of their attention on their computers. It 
seemed highly disrespectful to the other committee members. It 
was clear that Lauren didn’t actually look at the other members for 
three-quarters of the meeting. It appears that they have an agenda 
that does not include you or me or the committee.

As I see it, the committee has two options:
1). MRF can resign from the committee. 
2). Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission can admit they had 

made a mistake by adding a political lobbying group to the com-
mittee and request the removal of MRF. 

There is an online petition you can sign. The on-line link can 
be found by typing ‘Madison River Petition’. You can also leave 
public comment at: http://fwp.mt.gov/recreaton/management/
madison/nrcComments.html. It will go directly to the committee 
members. Help the little guy fight back against this BIG MONEY 
land grab, lobbied by Madison River Foundation. 

John Wayne once said, “Life is tough. It is even tougher, if 
you’re stupid.” 

Montanans are not stupid and neither are the fish in the Mad-
ison River. 

I am not an outfitter or a guide, just a resident that has had 
enough of this nonsense.

Matt S., 
Ennis

Editor:
The U.S. Forest Service wants to change grazing without 

rancher input.
For the past 20 some years, ranchers that graze on the Beaver-

head Deerlodge National Forest, have had Riparian Use Standards 
to adhere to:

• Bank Disturbance
• Upland Use
• Stubble Height
• Willow Use
These were developed to maintain or improve the function of 

streams and adjacent riparian areas.
Streams go through cycles of erosion and bank building.  A 

stream needs vegetation, to hold the banks, slow the water, and 
catch sediment for bank building.  Stream f low carries the sed-
iment to build banks and it also erodes the banks.  This is the 
natural cycle of streams.

Many things affect the f low:  Drought, high run off, low run 
off, storm events, stream type, vegetation on the uplands, stream 
orientation, stream gradient, temperatures, topography, elevation, 
soil type, rocks and Geology.  Different stream types take differ-
ent time periods to change.

Permittees can only manage their livestock’s use of the vege-
tation and bank impacts on the streams.  They can’t make more or 
less water f low in the streams, nor can they affect the other vari-
ables that impact riparian areas.

Streams evolved over thousands of years and were overgrazed 
for close to 100 years.

The Beaverhead Deerlodge Forest has only managed streams 
under the Riparian Use Standards, for 10-20 years. The Beaver-
head Deerlodge NF Riparian Use Standards are an annual moni-
toring. They are measured every year. They are used to determine 
if an allotment passed or failed. Long Term Stream Surveys are 
read at longer intervals to show change in the streams.

Long Term monitoring studies and photos on the Madison RD, 
show improvement in the riparian vegetation. The stream profile 
studies show minor improvement, decline and stable profiles. The 
profile changes are not statistically significant. This is also true in 
studies of streams that have NOT been grazed.

The Forest Service is ignoring this data.
Permittees have been grazing under these Use Levels for over 

20 years.  They have learned to manage their cattle for these Use 
Levels.  Forest Service Range Specialists have learned to work 
with the permittees to reduced impacts due to weather, wildlife, 
public and livestock behavior.

The Beaverhead Deerlodge Forest Plan states, “Bank Distur-
bance will be measured by reach.” (A reach is a length of stream 
that has all the same characteristics.) The length of a reach can 
vary greatly: as little as 50 feet, or a mile or more.

The original intent of this statement as stated by the Forest 
Aquatics Specialist is:

Does the sum of the length of reaches that are above the distur-
bance threshold, represent more than 15 percent of the length of 
stream accessed by livestock, within the pasture?

For 20-plus years, the compliance (pass/fail) of an allotment, 
was calculated by averaging the bank disturbance on all accessible 
streams in a pasture.

Now, the Forest Service wants to change this.
They want to calculate the compliance (pass/fail) of an allot-

ment on as little as one reach in a pasture. Yet pastures are of 
varying size and multiple streams.

In July of 2018, a four-hour meeting between the Forest Service 
staff and permittees resulted in no resolution or direction on this 
issue. To date, there has been no information forthcoming to the 
permittees on this issue. The Forest Service is doing this without 
public input and is ignoring Long Term monitoring data. Long 
Term Monitoring is what the Forest Service is to use to make man-
agement decisions.

Arthur T. Hall, 
Range Management Specialist  (retired)

Madison RD
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BOZEMAN– Shucking expec-
tations of continued above average 
temperatures and below normal 
snowfall, February delivered abun-
dant snowfall and December-like 
temperatures to the Treasure State. 
Snowfall for the month was above 
normal to record-setting across 
the state, and snowpack totals for 
March 1 have improved in all river 
basins, according to snow survey 
data collected by the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS)

February began with an active 
weather pattern that dropped sig-
nificant snowfall across the state 
and persisted through the month.

“Unlike the traditional prov-
erb, February came in like a lion 
and went out like a lion,” said Lu-
cas Zukiewicz, water supply spe-
cialist for the USDA NRCS. 

Consistent snowfall in almost 
all the ranges of Montana helped 
to make up some of the early sea-
son snowfall deficits we had in 
some river basins. 

“It seemed like every time a 
storm was moving out another 
one was lined up to come in,” said 
Zukiewicz.  

Monthly totals were especially 
impressive in some southern and 
central regions of Montana. While 
all regions of the state received 
above normal snowfall, storm pat-
terns through the month favored 
areas in the southern part of the 
state where storms approaching 
from the southwest can drop sig-
nificant snowfall. 

“This month was the perfect 
setup with cold air in place and 
abundant moisture coming from 
the Pacific that collided with it,” 
said Zukiewicz. “Sixteen NRCS 
snowpack measurement loca-
tions set new records for February 
snowfall in central and southern 
Montana, and an additional 13 
sites recorded the second highest 
monthly totals.”

The abundant February snow-
fall alleviated concern over areas 
that had below normal snowpack 
last month. Snowpack totals have 
improved to near normal in many 
northern river basins, and to well 
above normal in basins in southern 
Montana. 

There are still a few places in 
the state that are below normal for 
snowpack, and streamflow fore-
casts in these regions reflect the 
lack of fall precipitation and below 
normal snowpack on March 1,” 
said Zukiewicz.

Streamflow forecasts issued on 

March 1 for April 1 – July 31 indi-
cate near to above average season-
al volumes in many areas across 
southern Montana but are slightly 
below average in some northern 
basins due to the early season defi-
cits that remain in water year-to-
date precipitation. Water users are 
encouraged to look at their river 
basin of interest for the individu-
al point forecasts, which can vary 
widely within a major river basin. 

While improved snowpack 
totals and above normal totals in 
certain rivers basins is good news 

for this date, there is still plenty 
of winter and spring left to come. 
Snowpack in the state typically 
peaks in early April west of the 
Divide and in mid to late April east 
of the Divide. “We have another 
month or two of snow accumula-
tion to go, and it can be an import-
ant couple of months to top things 
off before we start to see snowmelt 
and runoff. We’re back on the right 
track, so let’s hope that the snow 
keeps flying and the above average 
temperatures don’t show back up 
before then,” said Zukiewicz.

BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

• New Construction!
• 1,438± sf, 3bd, 2ba home
• Underground sprinklers & landscaping

Michelle
VanDyke 

broker
406.684.5686

Dot
Merrill 

broker
 406.570.9067  

608 E DOUGLAS ST, VIRGINIA CITY  
$240,000 | #330252

• 15± fenced/cross fenced acres
• 3bd-2ba, open floor plan 
• Heated garage plus detached shop

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288   

• 2,172± sf Charming House on a quiet street
• 3 bedrooms - 1 bath
• Enjoy all the area activities and recreation

Holly
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527 

201 W COVER ST, VIRGINIA CITY
$299,000 | #330617

RESIDENTIAL

3 SKY VIEW | ENNIS
$375,000 | #325817

• Unique Montana custom built log home
• 2 bed/ 2 bath
• 20.37± acres that adjoins USFS land

Ron 
Gay

sales associate
406.596.5000     

SUNDANCE BENCH RD, CAMERON  
$495,000 | #330549

• Access to BLM- FS
• Minutes to Madison River
• RV hookups

Jill 
Gaar

sales associate
406.580.5636     

91 HAYFIELD LOOP TR, ENNIS
$375,000 | #319264

• 21± acres, fenced & cross fenced
• NO COVENANTS
• 1,646±sf home, single car garage

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155   

3 DEPOT SPUR RD, ENNIS  
$305,000  | #329572

• 2,132± sf, 4bd, 2.5ba home
• Enjoy amazing views from the wrap around deck!
• Creek Running through the property! 

Will
Koehler 
sales associate
406.596.0733   

3409 MT HWY 287 | SHERIDAN
$337,000 | #319915

13 TWO BUMPS RD, ENNIS
$485,000 | #315981

NEW LISTING

• Log cabin overlooking historic Virginia City
• Detached 1+ car garage plus storage shed
• Many unique artistic finishes

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

By Reagan Colyer 

Teen Holland moved to the Sheridan area 
with her husband nearly three years ago, and 
has been on the board of New Kids on the 
Block daycare for the past year and a half. 
All three of her sons attend or formerly 
attended NKOTB, and Teen spends a lot of 
time there herself.

“She volunteers there often if staff is out 
or sick,” says Lacey Wood, who nominat-
ed Teen as our volunteer of the week. “She 
also organizes fundraising events including 
their Leprechaun Dash for St. Patrick’s Day, 
Sheridan Days events and the yearly raffle at 
Christmastime.”

Back in December, though, Teen stepped 
in when one of Sheridan’s biggest holiday 
season events was in danger: the Christmas 

Stroll.
“She ended up planning the entire event,” 

says Wood. “She did an amazing job of 
getting everything organized, and it went off 
without a hitch.” But Teen is humble about 
her own involvement.

“It was a community effort, and it really 
came together great,” she says. “Everybody 
just kind of stepped up.”

It’s part of the nature of towns like Sheri-
dan and Twin Bridges, she says, that make it 
so rewarding to get involved. When she and 
her family were snowed in recently, neighbors 
came by to plow them out and make sure they 
could get safely into and out of their home. 

“That’s what I like best about being here,” 
she says. “The relationships you make. It’s re-
ally just a small town vibe here and people are 
always ready to help.”

Teen Holland

County makes progress in planning director search

VIRGINIA CITY—The 
Madison County commission-
ers made some progress at their 
weekly meeting on Tuesday, 
March 5 toward filling the plan-
ning director position, which will 
be left vacant this week when the 
current director, Charity Fechter, 
retires after 11 years in the post.

The commissioners have 
been evaluating applications for 
a new planning director for sev-
eral weeks, but two rounds of 
interviews have not found a can-
didate they felt would be a good 
fit. On Tuesday, the commission-
ers invited Beaverhead County 
planner Tom Macioroski to speak 
with them about potentially fill-
ing in on a contract basis until a 
permanent director can be found 
and hired.

Fechter attended the meeting 
to answer the commissioners’ 
questions and provide extra in-
formation on the responsibility 
of the planning director. Many 
of the elements of the job aren’t 
things that come up often, she 
said, but that the director still 
needs to be familiar with in or-
der to ensure that the county isn’t 
held liable for a legal technicality 
or improperly enforced rule.

The commissioners asked if it 
would be possible for the county 
to go without a planning director, 
and Fechter said that it would be 
possible but probably not in their 
best interests. She expressed 
confidence in the planning staff 
but said the county would “give 
up a fair advantage,” if they de-

cided to forgo hiring a new direc-
tor entirely.

“It’s a working director po-
sition,” she said. “I think hav-
ing someone who can look at 
the bigger picture is important. 
That’s what the planning director 
should be able to do.”

Macioroski has been the 
planning director for Beaverhead 
County for two years, after work-
ing as a surveyor for the IRS and 
long stints with both the Bureau 
of Land Management and the 
Forest Service, he told the com-
missioners. Commissioner Dan 
Allhands asked jokingly if all the 
responsibilities Fechter outlined 
scared him at all.

“Not particularly,” he an-
swered. “There’s very little there 
I haven’t seen before.” Macio-
roski said he would have enough 
time available to consult with 
Madison County on the 10 hours 
per week basis the commission 
was considering. Most of that 
time would be spend reviewing 
things like new subdivisions and 
the ongoing floodplain develop-
ment review.

The consultation would re-
quire the drafting of a memo-
randum of understanding be-
tween Madison and Beaverhead 
counties, which would then have 
to be approved by the commis-
sioners from both counties as 
well. The commissioners voted 
unanimously to move forward 
with drafting that document and 
sharing it with the Beaverhead 
commissioners.

Fechter said there was also 
some breathing room around the 
issue, as the Madison County 
planning board will not hold a 
monthly meeting in March. That 
provides a longer deadline for 
approval before the next board 
meeting at the end of April.

The commissioners also 
heard an update from fair-
grounds director Dana Escott at 
their Tuesday meeting. 

Escott noted a couple of re-

pairs at the fairgrounds, includ-
ing some recent frost damage to 
one of the breeding barns and 
repairs to the sound system. She 
also said one annual event may 
not take place this year.

The senior pro rodeo, which 
usually makes a stop in Madison 
County, is facing some conflict 
within its parent organization 
that has caused some internal 
fracturing, Escott said. Because 
of that, she said it could be harder 
to attract competitors. 

The fracture, Escott said, re-
sulted in two separate organiza-
tions: one that would require the 
fairgrounds to host a full rodeo 
complete with rough stock, even 
if nobody signed up to compete 
in that part of the competition, 
and one that would look similar 
to past years, but with far fewer 
people involved.

“I think we’d lose a lot of 
money going with the new orga-
nization,” Escott said. “But we 
don’t have enough contestants 
to go with the old one.” Right 
now, she said, the outcome is un-
certain, but it’s possible that the 
senior pro rodeo won’t happen in 
Twin Bridges this year at all.

However, Escott did tell the 
commissioners about a poten-
tial new addition to the Madison 
County Fair. 

She said that the Command-
ing General’s Mountain Col-
or Guard, based in Fort Riley, 
Kansas, is interested in coming 
to Twin Bridges this summer. 
The CGMCG, which is made up 
of active-duty servicemen and 
women, travels across the coun-
try in full Civil War-era regalia, 
including wagons, displays, uni-
forms and weapons. 

Escott said the CGMCG has 
never been to Montana before, 
and expressed excitement at the 
prospect of hosting them.

“It would be quite a show 
to see,” she said. “Especially if 
they come up to our little fair for 
their first trip to Montana.”

Madison,
Beaverhead

counties may
collaborate to 

fill position

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Major change in weather patterns during 
February benefits Montana’s snowpack

A USDA NRCS SNOTEL measurement site. (USDA)
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madison county seasonal guide

Ad content deadline: 
April 22nd

 Contact Nancy at 
406-682-7755 or 

info@madisoniannews.com 

The | LOOP
A “local’s guide” to The Vigilante Trail

price

size
EIGHTH 

PAGE

3.9 in. wide x 
2.325 in. tall

$225

QTR 
PAGE

3.9 in. wide x 
4.9 in. tall

$350

HALF 
PAGE

HORIZ. 
7.9 in. wide x 4.9 in. tall

VERT. 
3.9 in. wide x 10.075 in. tall

$525

FULL 
PAGE

7.9 in. wide x 
10.075 in. tall

$875

dimensions

$25/ad fee for new design.

2019 Summer EDITION

Don’t miss your chance!
We are now taking orders for 

• 25,000 readers
• Available at visitor’s centers across the state
• Our most requested publication yet
• 225 distribution sites
• Extremely successful distribution at Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport
   (they FLY out the door!)

The Scoop

Do you have an event 
you’d like listed in our 
The Loop Calendar of 

Events? Give us a call or 
email with the detiails!
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Madison County 

March 3 - 9, 2019
D I S P AT C H

March 3 - Traffic Complaint in 100 Blk 
Pennington Rd., Twin Bridges; Warrant Ser-
vice on Center St., Pony; Wildlife Complaint 
in 100 Blk E. Main St., Ennis; Accident on US 
Hwy 287, MM 45, Ennis; Citizen Assist on 
Point of Rocks Rd., Silver Star.

March 4 - Public Safety Complaint in 300 
Blk S. Main St., Twin Bridges; Welfare Check 
on Reel St., Pony; Accident on Mill Creek Rd., 
MM 3, Sheridan; Traffic Complaint on US 
Hwy 287, MM 51, Ennis; Traffic Complaint 
on US Hwy 287, MM 51, Ennis; Abandoned 
Vehicle in 400 Blk Varney Rd., Ennis; Acci-
dent in 100 Blk Jack Creek Rd., Ennis.

March 5 - Coroner Call in Ennis; Welfare 
Check on Wisconsin Creek Rd., Sheridan; 
Vandalism/Criminal Mischief on Melrose 
Bench Rd., Twin Bridges; Citizen Assist in 
400 Blk Varney Rd., Ennis; Citizen Assist in 
100 Blk Madison St., Harrison; Medical Aid 
in 100 Blk W Fagin St., Ennis; Suspicious Cir-
cumstances in 200 Blk N. Main St., Ennis.

March 6 - Medical Aid in 1200 Blk Upper 
Ruby Rd., Alder; Accident in 300 Blk E. Main 
St, Ennis; Accident on MT Hwy 41, MM 22, 

Twin Bridges; Animal Complaint in 100 Blk 
Ruby St., Sheridan; Theft Complaint in 200 
Blk E. Main St., Ennis; Medical Aid on Sky 
Ln., Sheridan.

March 7 - Accident on MT Hwy 84, MM 
3, Norris; Welfare Check on Moores Creek 
Rd., Ennis; Abandoned Vehicle in 2300 Blk 
MT Hwy 287, Alder; Traffic Complaint on 
US Hwy 287, MM 49, Ennis; Assault on Blue 
Wing Rd., Ennis; Wildlife Complaint on US 
Hwy 287, MM 77, Harrison; Suspicious Cir-
cumstances at US Hwy 287 & Varney Rd., 
Cameron.

March 8 - Welfare Check in 200 Blk E. 
Williams St., Ennis; Suspicious Circum-
stances in 100 Blk Ruby St., Sheridan; Traf-
fic Complaint on MT Hwy 41, MM 23, Twin 
Bridges; Medical Aid in 300 Blk S. Main St., 
Twin Bridges; Traffic Complaint on US Hwy 
287 N, MM 54, McAllister.

March 9 - Wildlife Complaint on US Hwy 
287, MM 31, Cameron; Abandoned Vehicle at 
MT Hwy 41 & Pennington Rd., Twin Bridges; 
Wildlife Complaint on Old Mill Rd., Harri-
son; Assault in 300 Blk N. Main St., Ennis.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

(406)684-5831

M  untain ViewVeterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewVeterinary

Greetings to all.  I’m a young adult who was abandoned.  
I’m looking for a loving home and family.  I’m tested and 

negative for FIV/FeLV, spayed , UTD on vaccinations and all 
ready for you.  I’m housetrained, altho I do like it outside in 
the summer for a little while, but I also love lounging around 
the house with you.  I also mouse.   It you have those little 
critters, I can and will get rid of them.  Please call Misty at 
439-1405 about me soon.  I’ll be furever grateful.  Scarlette

Scarlette

SHERIDAN – The Friends of 
the Sheridan Public Library will 
host the Montana Conversations 
program “Alcohol, Corsets, and the 
Vote: A Conversation with Mary 
Long Alderson” with Anne Foster 
on Sunday, March 24. 

The program will be held at the 
Library at 5pm. The presentation is 
free and open to the public. 

Funding for the Montana Con-
versations program is provided 
by Humanities Montana through 
grants from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, Mon-
tana’s Cultural Trust, and private 
donations.

In celebration of the Montana 
women’s suffrage centennial, join 
suffragette, temperance worker, 
dress reformer, and journalist Mary 
Long Alderson for a conversation. 

This first person presentation 
invites the audience into a 1914 
Montana parlor to discourse on the 
issues of the day. Chairwoman of 

the Montana Floral Emblem cam-
paign, president of the Montana 
Christian Temperance Union, and a 
leader in the Montana Woman Suf-
frage Association, Alderson is an 
eloquent and passionate presenter. 

Drawing from her own edito-
rials and other writings, Mary will 
explain the benefits of votes for 
women as well as the evils of drink 
and tight lacing. 

From rough and tumble territo-
rial beginnings, Montana’s pioneer 
women helped the grand state of 
Montana build community and 
gain statehood, now it is time for 
the Montana sisterhood to join to-
gether once again to prepare her for 
this wondrous new century.

Following the first person inter-
pretation, scholar Anne Foster will 
step into the present to detail her re-
search and answer questions with a 
modern view.

Anne Foster is an archivist and 
living historian who has worn a 

corded petticoat while baking bis-
cuits in 1864 Arizona, a hoop while 
spinning wool in 1865 Montana, 
a bustle to travel by narrow gauge 
train through1876 Colorado, and 
an s-curve corset to pan for gold 
in 1905 Alaska. For more informa-
tion, please call the Sheridan Li-
brary at 406-842-5770.

SHERIDAN – Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks biologist Dean 
Waltee says he has been receiving 
some inquiries about the impact the 
severe weather we’ve been experi-
encing lately has on wildlife, espe-
cially deer, antelope and elk.

“Deep snow and extreme cold 
are taxing on elk, deer, antelope, 
and big horn sheep,” Waltee noted 
in an email. “To date, I have not 
observed measurable mortality or 
many ungulates showing poor body 
condition “I finished surveying elk 
across the Gravelly Elk Manage-
ment Unit yesterday (March 4). 
aBody condition remained good 
across all sex and age classes of 
elk.  Mule deer body condition also 
appeared good and many deer re-
mained scattered across high eleva-
tions. We observed several groups 
of mule deer above 8,000 feet in 
the Blacktail, Ruby, and Snowcrest 
Mountains over the past week.”

“As expected,” he continued 
“antelope responded to aircraft 
presence with vigor. In some areas, 
antelope are concentrating near 
exposed sagebrush. Unless current 
conditions persist for several more 
weeks, I don’t expect to observe 
significant mortality.”

“If conditions persist into April 
and green-up of grasses is late as 
it was last year, some mortality of 
deer and antelope fawns and adult 
bucks would be expected,” he not-
ed. “I will continue to monitor 
ungulate condition and would ap-
preciate hearing from you if you 
observe any mortality clusters.”

“Moose are probably enjoying 
the current conditions. The critical 
low Fahrenheit temperatures – the 
approximate temperature when 
increased metabolic activity is re-
quired to maintain body tempera-

ture – for local ungulates is: 
• Elk and mule deer, -4 F
• White-tailed deer, 10 F
• Antelope 3 F
• Bighorn sheep 14 F
• Moose below -22F
“I have read that the critical low 

temperature for moose remains 
unclear and minimal metabolic re-
sponse has been observed at as low 
as -40 degrees F.

“In terms of snow,” Waltee con-
tinues, “density and hardness are 
often more impactful than depth.  
Deep snow always increases ener-
gy expenditure of ungulates while 
moving or foraging, but snow den-
sity and hardness impact an ungu-
lates ability to find forage. While 
ungulates can dig through soft and 
un-crusted snow, they often cannot 
move dense or crusted snow.”

“Wind is also not effective as 
moving dense or crusted snow. 
Therefore, prolonged periods of 
dense-crusted snow are often det-
rimental – even if snow depth is 
relatively shallow.”

“Although snow-cover in the 
Ruby and Madison valleys is deep, 
it remains soft and un-crusted.  
Ungulates are able to dig through 
it relatively easily. Snow-cover 
across primary elk winter ranges 
along the west Snowcrest, Black-
tail, and Basin Creek is not as deep 
as in the Ruby and Madison val-
leys. Some south aspects in Spring 
Brook Creek were bare of snow as 
of March 4 and I expect many oth-
ers will open up within the week.  

Snow depth again increases across 
the Centennial Valley.  We did not 
observe any elk, pronghorn, or deer 
remaining in the western Centen-
nial Valley as of February 21. All 
had pushed onto traditional winter 
range. I will be returning to the 
Centennial Valley in the coming 
days to complete moose surveys.” 

“Although current conditions 
are harsh, they were preceded by 
mild winter conditions through 
mid-February and a productive 
2018 growing season that sent un-
gulates into winter in very good 
condition,” Waltee noted. “Many 
elk and mule deer remained dis-
tributed across summer and fall 
habitats beyond January 1. Current 
conditions would probably be facil-
itating measurable ungulate mor-
tality if last growing season was 
poor and ungulates went into win-
ter in marginal-to-poor condition, 
winter conditions arrived in No-
vember, and all ungulates had been 
concentrated on winter range since 
November or early December. 
Measurable and broad mortality of 
mule deer fawns and adult bucks 
was observed during the winter 
of 2015 - 16, which started in ear-
ly-November and persisted through 
late-March.  Elk seemed to fair just 
fine during that year, but fewer elk 
were present due to high harvest 
during the 2015 hunting season.”

Have wildlife questions?
Contact Waltee at (406) 842-

7407.

Sheridan Library hosts suffragette program

Anne Foster as Mary Long 
Alderson (Submitted)

How is wildlife faring this winter?
FWP biologist 
says big game
is doing fine

ENNIS – Walk by the Berkshire 
Hathaway Homeservices Montana 
Properties building on Main Street 
in Ennis, and you’ll see a new vol-
unteer window – this one focused 
the Vigilante Chapter of the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF).

The Vigilante Chapter annually 
hosts a big game banquet, raising 
funds for elk and wildlife habitat 
improvement and public access. 

The banquet this year is planned 
for May 11 at the historic Round 
Barn in Twin Bridges.  Catered by 
Pic A Nic Basket and supported by 
numerous volunteers and business 
donations from Madison County, 
it’s set to be another fun evening of 
food, friends, raffles, and auctions. 

Tickets are available now by 
contacting Leesa Bingham at (406) 
682-7272 or via email at leesabing-
ham@gmail.com.  

A variety of quality firearms, 
outdoor gear, artwork and home de-
cor, gift baskets and certificates will 
be on the auction table. 

With more than ten different 

games and raffles and a variety of 
ticket packages, there’s opportuni-
ties for everyone. 

Historically the Big Game Ban-
quet sells out, so you’re encouraged 
to get your tickets early. There are 
many ticket packages available, in-
cluding sponsor tables for groups.

RMEF’s mission is to ensure the 
future of elk and other wildlife habi-
tat and our hunting heritage. 

RMEF brings focus to the im-
portance of quality habitat in sus-
taining healthy elk herds and other 
wildlife. Using prescribed burning, 
forest thinning, weed control, water 
improvement and other stewardship 
tools, RMEF so far improved habitat 
on more than 6.2 million acres.

Current goals include enhancing 
115,000 acres of elk habitat per year. 
RMEF also provides grants for re-
search to ensure the best science is 
used. 

RMEF is accelerating its efforts 
via land acquisitions, easements, 
land exchanges and contributions to 
open or improve access to more land 

for the public to hunt, fish and enjoy.
RMEF already opened or im-

proved access to more than 1.2 mil-
lion acres of elk country in 16 states. 
RMEF also permanently protected 
more than 1.2 million acres of wild-
life habitat.

The Viligante Chapter thanks 
Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices 
Montana Properties for their gen-
erosity, and permitting a variety of 
local non-profits to highlight their 
organizational work over a month’s 
time in their window.

Vigilante RMEF focus of Volunteer Window

HELENA – Late winter can be 
a stressful time for deer and elk with 
deep snow, limited food options and 
depleted fat reserves.

That’s why Montana Fish, Wild-
life & Parks is asking shed hunters 
and other recreationists to give 
deer and elk their space until the 
snow melts and the animals are less 
stressed.

Shed hunting – looking for 

antlers – has become increasingly 
popular in recent years and more 
competitive.

While it is illegal to trespass on 
FWP’s wildlife management areas 
before they open (most Region 3 
WMAs open at noon May 15), chas-
ing deer and elk on accessible lands 
stresses the animals.

Snowmobilers, skiers and snow-
shoers should avoid areas where an-

imals are bedded down. It is safest 
to admire them at a distance. That’s 
especially true when dogs are in-
volved.

It’s also critical that dogs be kept 
on a leash when deer and elk are 
present and not chase them.

The stress of a chase alone can 
eventually lead to the death of the 
animal.

Shed hunters, others should give wildlife a break

The Madison 
County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to 
68 Calls for Service 
from March 3-9, 
2019.
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Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each 
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail 
us at info@madisoniannews.com.

Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of 
decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our 

“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information 
on  topics important to you.

Ask theExpert
   HEALTH CARE

Ruby Valley CliniCs
Dayna Leavens-Thergesen, CPNP, MSN

What is RSV?Q:
RSV stands for Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus which affects the bronchioles of 
the lungs. If you imagine your lungs 

are like upside-down broccoli in your chest, 
the bronchioles are the tiny balls at the end of 
the broccoli which manage oxygen exchange. 
RSV inflames the bronchioles, causing 
mucus production and reduces elasticity 
which creates symptoms of wheezing and 
shortness of breath. 
For most adults and healthy children, RSV feels like a bad cold with nasal 
congestion, cough without fever and respiratory complications, all of which 
are often resolved within about a week of rest and hydration. However, for 
some infants and elderly patients and persons with lung or heart conditions, 
RSV increases the risk of developing secondary complications such as viral 
and bacterial pneumonia, ear infections and dehydration. Since it is a virus, 
RSV does not respond to antibiotics. 
RSV typically hits Montana from late December through June. It can be 
detected by your healthcare provider with a nose swab test.   

A:

sheRidan   842-5056  •  Twin bRidges   684-5546

Ask theExpert

Be the expert in YOUR 
industry...
Call now to reserve your 
spot.

Contact Rachel Anderson 
at 406.682.7755 or sales@
madisoniannews.com

Contact us at 
406.682.7755 
or info@madisoniannews.com

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

 BIRDING

wild biRds unlimiTed   •   406-219-2066
Debi Naccarto, Owner

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

 
INSURANCE

The agenCy insuRanCe diVision   •   406-682-4202
Amanda Smethurst, Agent

REAL ESTATE

beRkshiRe haThaway  •   (406) 599-4128 
Jonathan Nutt, Managing Broker

Should I list my house now or 
wait for summer?

Q:
A: There is a long standing 

perception in Montana that 
properties should be pulled off the 
market in the winter months and that 
you should wait until the summer to 
list your property. That however is no 
longer the case. We now see homes 
sell throughout the winter. With the strong growth in our 
area, combined with internet savvy buyers who can do much 
of their looking online, the market stays strong throughout 
the year regardless of season. We are also seeing more year 
round residents and overflow from Bozeman. Both of these 
types of buyers are year round shoppers. The Madison and 
Ruby Valleys currently have very low inventory. Now is a 
great time to list your home.

What should I know about flu 
antiviral drugs?

Antiviral drugs are prescription 
medicines. They work by attacking 
the flu virus to keep it from 

multiplying in your body and by reducing the 
symptoms of the flu. Flu signs and symptoms 
can include feeling feverish or having a fever, 
cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body 
aches, headache, chills and fatigue. Your 
doctor may prescribe antiviral drugs to treat 
your flu illness.  
Antiviral treatment works best when started soon after flu illness begins. 
When treatment is started within two days of becoming sick with flu 
symptoms, antiviral drugs can lessen fever and flu symptoms, and shorten 
the time you are sick by about one day.
One commonly used antiviral drug is Tamiflu® (oseltamivir).  It is 
available as a capsule or liquid suspension. Tamiflu is used to treat people 
2 weeks of age and older who have the flu (influenza A and B viruses). 
Tamiflu is also sometimes used for prevention (prophylaxis) of the flu in 
people 1 year of age and older, but it is not a substitute for getting the flu 
vaccine. Tamiflu® is usually prescribed to be taken twice daily for 5 days.  
The most common side effects for Tamiflu® are nausea and vomiting. It is 
important to follow instructions provided by your doctor and pharmacist for 
taking these drugs.

Q:
A:

PHARMACY

maC’s ChC PhaRmaCy  •   406-842-7434
Gary Hadley, PharmD, BCGP

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Movement, breathing and 
awareness? Tell me more...

Where does this fit into everyday 
life?   Do we have to think about it? 
Or is it an automatic response?  The 

hustle and bustle of everyday life creates 
stress.  Eastern medicine combines these to 
form awareness throughout the body with 
movement in everyday life.
Western medicine/traditional medicine is 
slow to accept this concept of inner being 
of health and wellbeing.    Movement,  
breathing and awareness are taught in many forms of eastern medicine.  
Yoga, tai chi,  qigong and  martial  arts are examples of Eastern medicine.   
These movement forms are similar with emphasis of movement awareness 
and breathing. 
 What do these 3 things help or treat?  It teaches the body  how to place 
the  right foot  under  the knee, hip and  back while taking a step!   Many 
individuals are so wrapped up into hustle and bustle of life that they forget 
what position their bodies are  in or how they are moving.   The human 
body  has many  moving  joints. Body parts have to move together and 
separately .    WE can move as whole.  Although there are multiple parts 
of the body moving  together or separate to create pain free movements.   
There are numerous studies correlating breathing, movement and 
awareness of the body in regards to reducing  chronic pain throughout the 
body, treatment of movement disorders, and balance. 

Q:
A:

PHYSICAL THERAPY

ennis PhysiCal TheRaPy  PC  •   406-682-3112
Robert (Bob) Sahli, PTATCLAT 

How can I maintain good vision 
as I get older?
As we age, it is important to 
watch for symptoms of age-
related vision loss. Most people 

will eventually need glasses to read, 
even if you’ve always had perfect 
vision. This is called presbyopia, 
nearsightedness caused by loss of 
flexibility in our eyes’ lenses. More 
serious eye conditions include 
glaucoma, retinal detachment, diabetic retinopathy, macular 
degeneration, and cataracts. While these can cause vision loss, 
the good news is that most of them can be treated, delayed, or 
reversed. There are many things you can do every day to keep 
your eyesight healthy. Stay active- studies show that those who 
live sedentary lifestyles are more prone to age-related vision 
loss. Eat healthy- a diet rich in bell peppers, carrots, dark leafy 
greens, sweet potatoes, salmon, blueberries, chia seeds, turkey, 
etc. provide eyes important nutrients. Use sunglasses to protect 
from harmful UV rays year-round. Additionally, don’t smoke, cut 
down on screen time and maintain regular eye exams as they are 
crucial to catching eye problems before they become serious.

Q:
A:

EYE CARE

eyes on main  •  406-577-2380
Dr. Jeff Squire

Q:
A:

We have had a few claims turned 
in recently relating to the weight of 
snow and ice on roofs. So, what’s the 

confusion?
The Basic, Broad and Special Forms 
on which property policies are written 
offer different levels of coverage. Basic 

and Broad Form are “named peril” policies, 
meaning perils must be listed within the policy to 
be covered. Special Form is written on an “open 
perils” basis, meaning that unless that peril is 
excluded from the policy, coverage is included. 
Damage from the weight of snow, ice or sleet is 
not covered under the Basic Form, but only under 
the Broad and Special Form formats. Of those three formats, you will most likely 
see either Basic or Special Form offered in many insurance programs for investment 
properties. So, if you have Basic Form you will not be covered for damage resulting 
from the Weight of Snow, Ice or Sleet, but if you have Special Form, coverage for 
Weight of Snow, Ice & Sleet is included.
Exceptions to Weight of Snow, Ice & Sleet Coverage: Bear in mind that even if you 
have coverage for Weight of Snow, Ice & Sleet, that coverage still does not typically 
extend to certain items. Stipulations of the coverage may look like this: “This does 
not include loss to awnings, canopies, fences, pavements, patios, swimming pools, 
foundations, retaining walls, bulkheads, piers, wharves or docks when such loss is 
caused by freezing, thawing or by the pressure of weight of ice or water, whether 
driven by wind or not.”

The old adage of you get what you pay for rings true seems to be ringing in my ears.

As temperatures creep above 
freezing and crocuses start to 

push through thawing earth, a change 
in avian behavior begins. Migratory 
birds start thinking about reaching their 
breeding grounds and take the trek 
north. So who is on the move? The best 
way to determine this is by researching 
www.eBird.org to see who will show up. In March, Tree Swallows, 
Ruby-Crowned Kinglets, Mountain Bluebirds, Spotted Towhee’s, 
Osprey, Sandhill Cranes and Peregrine Falcons start moving here. 
Some have already been spotted in our tri-county area (Gallatin, 
Madison and Park Counties). Be on the lookout and get your 
bluebird boxes cleaned out in preparation for another season! A 
female Mountain Bluebird pays more attention to good nest sites 
than to attractive males. She chooses her mate solely on the basis 
of the location and quality of the nesting cavity he offers her—
disregarding his attributes as a singer, a flier, or a looker.

A:
Q: BIRDS ON THE MOVE: WHO 

IS MIGRATING?
As spring approaches, here are 
some tips to get out and run 

“easier”.
One of the most important aspects of 
running is the breathing....slow  your 
breathing to a 3:2 ratio. Match it with 
your run cadence:  left/right left inhale, 
right/left exhale. This will fully oxygenate your muscles and give 
you better endurance.  Additionally, “mouth breathe”, as this relaxes 
the jaw and therefore the entire body.  Relax your shoulders, run 
tall!  Before any run, perform dynamic stretching and spend 5-15 
minutes warming up.  Occasionally run backwards and sideways 
to engage supporting muscles and remember to stretch and hydrate 
after a run.

FITNESS

 406-682-4560
Madison Square Athletic Club

Madison 
Square 
Athletic 

Club
A:
Q: How can I become a better 

runner?

Could I have Generalized 
Anxiety Disorder
Do you experience persistent, 
excessive worry about a number 
of different things that is difficult 

to control? Do you expect the worst 
even when there is no obvious reason 
for concern? People with Generalized 
Anxiety Disorder (GAD) find it difficult 
to control worry on more days than not 
for at least six months. You may feel 
that your anxiety is more intense than the situation deserves and that 
something bad may happen. It can be difficult to know how to stop 
your cycle of worry, feeling like it is out of your control. GAD can 
affect individuals of all ages with women being twice as likely to be 
affected, and usually comes on gradually. It can be difficult to know 
what brings on GAD; however, family history of anxiety and stressful 
life events can contribute to symptoms.

Q:
A:

MENTAL HEALTH

(406) 670-4546 
Lisa Brubaker, LCSW

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Tired of the roller coaster?  

Markets go up and down over time, 
but some of us might not have the 
time or desire to wait for the next 

rebound.  We are more concerned with 
keeping what we have rather than risking 
a bigger return. Our underlying concern 
is making sure our money lasts as long as 
we do.
Our lifestyles are funded from certainty 
not speculation. Certainty is your 
paycheck while speculation is best suited for your playcheck. If you 
could choose a steady  4% return or risk the chance for higher returns 
with more ups and downs along the way, which would it be?
Plan wisely!  
All products and materials presented and / or advised are through, 
and by, insurance agents acting on behalf of third-party insurance 
companies that compensate Thurston Family Insurance, LLC.  Thurston 
Family Insurance, LLC is a MT licensed insurance agency.
Thurston Family insurance, LLC is licensed with the Montana 
Department of Insurance.  Thurston Family Insurance, LLC is not an 
investment advisory firm and is not registered with, or supervised by, 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission or any state securities 
regulatory office.

Q:
A:

INVESTMENT SERVICES

 210 main sT, ennis   •   406-682-4002
Thurston Family Insurance
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DILLON – The University 
of Montana Western’s Equine 
Studies Department has sched-
uled its Third Annual Colt Chal-
lenge and Sale for March 29 - 30. 

The event will be held at La 
Cense Montana, located at 4600 
Carrigan Lane in Dillon.

The Colt Challenge, held on 
March 29 starting at 9 a.m., will 
showcase Montana Western stu-
dents from the Sales Preparation 
Class riding their assigned colts. 

Each student in the class is 
assigned to one of the colts by 
their Natural Horsemanship in-
structor. 

The Challenge will consist of 
a trail course and reining pattern 
event. The colts that are a part of 
the class are quarter horses do-
nated from ranches in Montana 
and across the northwestern 
United States.

The Colt Sale, held on March 
30, will feature the sale of the 
donated colts from the Sales 
Preparation Class that competed 
the previous day with their stu-
dent. The sale preview will start 
at 10 a.m. and the sale will begin 
at 1 p.m. 

Buyers from all over the 
United States travel to see the 
colts in the Montana Western 
Colt Challenge and Sale. 

All proceeds are reinvest-
ed in the program in order to 
provide scholarships to Natu-
ral Horsemanship majors at the 
University of Montana West-
ern.

The Equine Studies Depart-
ment at the University of Mon-
tana Western offers the nation’s 
only Bachelor of Science degree 
in Natural Horsemanship with 
options in management, psy-

chology, science and instruc-
tion, and was ranked among the 
“Best Equestrian Colleges” by 
ThoughtCo.com, an online ed-
ucation resource.

The Montana Center for 
Horsemanship (MCH) is the 
first and only equine center in 
the United States that is de-
voted expressly to promoting 
‘Natural Horsemanship.’ With 
its stables, arenas, riding ar-
eas, and instructors, the center 
serves as the primary facility 
and progressive teaching re-
source for Montana Western’s 

Natural Horsemanship BS cur-
riculum.

The MCH teaches the ‘La 
Cense Method,’ which was de-
veloped under William Kriegel, 
owner of La Cense Montana and 
Haras de la Cense in France. 
Kriegel is also co-founder of 
MCH, and he has been involved 
in Natural Horsemanship for 
many years. 

The La Cense Method is a 
progressive, step-by-step pro-
cess that blends the best of tra-
ditional horsemanship training 
with the art of training and rid-

ing horses – all in a manner that 
works with a horse’s behavior, 
instincts, and personality. Tak-
ing a positive and respectful 
approach, the La Cense Method 
gradually builds trust, and frees 
the horses to be confident in all 
they are asked to perform.

For more information about 
the Colt Challenge and Sale, 
please contact Head Natural 
Horsemanship Instructor Eric 
Hoffmann by email at eric.
hoffmann@umwestern.edu or 
call 406-925-1499.

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA) CLASS
APRIL 15, 2019 – APRIL 26, 2019

8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
75 HOURS ($750 VALUE)

Let us pay for your education!
Become a member of our TEAM!  

Madison Valley Manor and Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center have a 
limited number of openings for those interested in a career in healthcare.  

Get paid while you learn.

If you are interested in becoming a CNA please contact 
Christine Despres, Director of Nursing

Madison Valley Manor 682-7271 
OR 

Randy Arbour, Director of Nursing 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 842-5600

Deadline for applications is April 5, 2019

Looking for a career 
instead of a job?

WE CAN 
HELP YOU START 

YOUR 
CAREER IN 

HEALTHCARE!Fairfield Community Hall 

Registration begins at 11:00 am
Lunch served Noon - 1:00 pm
Business Meeting at 1:00 pm 

Monday, March 18, 2019 

Fairfield office closed 11am to 3pm 
Conrad, Big Sky & Shelby offices 

and Browning Radio Shack will be open 467.2535 ● 3rivers.net

If you are unable to 
attend, you can watch 

a live stream of the 
business meeting on 

3rivers.net or on 3RTV 
local channel 10.

3 Rivers Annual Membership Meeting

BUTTE – NorthWestern Energy released the draft 2019 Mon-
tana Electricity Supply Resource Procurement Plan for a 60-day 
public comment period. 

The plan will be filed with the Montana Public Service Com-
mission after the public comment period ends.

According to NorthWestern, Montana’s energy landscape is 
evolving, changing from a state that produces more electricity 
than our citizens can use 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 
days a year; to a state where there is a growing risk there won’t 
be enough electricity to serve our citizens at critical times of peak 
demand. 

A similar situation is occurring throughout the Pacific North-
west – a key source for NorthWestern’s market purchases.

“Reductions in regional and in-state thermal generation are 
limiting the ability of Montana to import and export energy,” said 
John Bushnell, manager energy supply and regulatory for North-
Western Energy. “To just assume the market will always be able to 
provide customers with sufficient electricity at affordable prices 
is a reckless approach that could have severe reliability and cost 
consequences.  As an example of this risk, the market blew up on 
March 1, 2019 to nearly $1,000 per MWh.”

Currently, NorthWestern Energy’s peak requirement for elec-
tric energy in Montana is about 1,400 megawatts and the company 
must buy 645 megawatts on the market to meet that peak demand. 
The company forecasts that by 2025, its electric energy portfolio 
will be 725 megawatts of electricity short to meet peak demand. 
The draft plan outlines how Montana’s customers’ energy needs 
will be met with reliable energy at the lowest cost.

In order to have adequate energy supplies to meet peak load re-
quirement by 2025, NorthWestern Energy will solicit competitive 
proposals from a variety of resources and use a staged approach, 
adding 200 megawatts of capacity per year from 2022 to 2025.

NorthWestern Energy, through independent evaluators, will 
consider all resources that can meet the electric portfolios’ needs, 
including renewable and thermal based generation, power pur-
chase agreements, and owned-energy resources comprised of dif-
ferent structures, terms and technologies with the long-term ob-
jective of a lowest cost, stable and reliable energy portfolio.

“There is risk in not moving more quickly than what we pro-
pose, but the benefits of a measured approach include taking ad-
vantage of improving new technologies and changing costs,” said 
NorthWestern Energy President and CEO Bob Rowe. “Over the 
next several years we will also be laying the foundation to join the 
western United States ‘energy imbalance market’ which will allow 
us to operate our supply resources more efficiently and may give 
renewable energy developers in Montana greater access to western 
markets.”

NorthWestern’s current portfolio of resources delivers 61 per-
cent carbon-free energy to its Montana customers. Portfolios mod-
eled in the resource plan demonstrate that NorthWestern Energy 
can continue to reduce yearly carbon emissions while planning for 
the capacity needs of its customers.

The Montana Electricity Supply Resource Procurement Plan is 
updated and filed every two years with the Montana Public Ser-
vice Commission. Visit www.northwesternenergy.com to view the 
draft plan, submit comments, learn more about simple and effec-
tive ways to make your home more energy efficient, and about 
various bill payment and assistance options.

As part of the training process, the students in the Sales Preparation class routinely ride 
their assigned colts in a variety of settings, including in the mountains in the Dillon, Mont. 
area. (Submitted)

Montana Western announces 2019 Colt Challenge, sale

WOLF POINT – The Montana Cowboy 
Hall of Fame & Western Heritage Center 
(MCHF & WHC) is seeking nominations for 
the 2019 Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame in-
duction round. 

Every year, the MCHF & WHC honors 
living and historical figures that have made 
notable contributions to Montana’s western 
heritage.

“We invite people from across Montana 
to identify those in their communities who 
are most deserving of inclusion in the hall of 
fame,” said Bill Galt, MCHF&WHC board 
president. “Nominations are open and wel-
come from the public at large.”

2019 marks the ninth year the MCHF & 
WHC will honor living inductees and the 
twelfth year of honoring legacy (non-living) 
inductees. The MCHF & WHC Board of 
Trustees will cast votes to select living and 
legacy inductees from each of the MCHF & 
WHC’s 12 Trustee Districts based on nomi-
nations from the public.

Nominees can be men, women, ranches, 
stage coach lines, animals, hotels, etc. —any-

one or anything that has made a notable con-
tribution to our Montana western heritage. 

A full listing of inductees from 2011-
2018, the 2019 Nomination Instructions, and 
more about the Hall of Fame induction pro-
cess can be found online at http://www.mon-
tanacowboyfame.org.

If you would like to make a nomina-
tion, you must contact the MCHF & WHC 
at Christy@montanacowboyfame.org or by 
calling (406) 653-3800 prior to the submis-
sion deadline to express your intent to nomi-
nate. Nominations must include a cover page, 
a two-page biography, and a high-quality 
photograph. All nomination documents must 
be in electronic format and emailed by May 
31, 2019.

The 2019 Class of the Montana Cowboy 
Hall of Fame will be announced by press 
release by September 15, 2019. Winning 
inductees will be honored at the Montana 
Cowboy Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 
& Western Heritage Gathering February 8, 
2020, at the Heritage Inn in Great Falls, Mon-
tana.

Cowboy Hall of Fame seeks nominations for 2019

NorthWestern Energy’s 2019 draft 
Montana electric supply plan open 

for public comment

Art Assn. deadline draws near
ENNIS – The Ennis Arts Association (EAA) 

will hold its 24th Annual Madison Valley Arts 
Festival on Saturday, August 10, from 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m.

Artist working in all media are invited to sub-
mit entries for this juried show. The Festival will 
take place in Peter T’s Park in downtown Ennis, 
on the historic trail between Yellowstone Nation-
al Park and Virginia City.

For additional information and an application, 
please visit EAA’s website:  www.ennisarts.org. 

Deadline for applications is April 5.
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy. High 42, low 19 
Winds SSW 5 mph, 0 percent 
chance of precipitation.

“Find a place inside 
where there’s joy, 
and the joy will burn 
out the pain.”

Joseph
Campbell

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Mostly sunny. High 45, low 20, 
Winds W 4 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Mostly sunny. High 40, low 15. 
Winds SSW 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 36, low 3 
Winds SW 5 mph, 0 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 31, low 8. 
Winds SW 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,
Tile Installers, Masons, Welders and 

Cabinet  Builders.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher

Skilled in lacquer and 
other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Af-
ter deer in Montana tested pos-
itive for Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease, U.S. Senator Jon Tester 
introduced legislation to fight 
the spread of the disease that 
is threatening big game herds 
across the west.

Tester’s Chronic Wasting 
Disease Management Act will 
provide immediate resources to 
wildlife management agencies 
to stop the spread of the spread 
of the disease.

“The spread of Chronic 
Wasting Disease puts our out-
door economy and Montana way 
of life at risk,” Tester said. “This 
bill will give state and tribal 
agencies access to the resources 
they need to combat this disease 
before it permanently diminish-
es our big-game herds and limits 
our ability to hunt.”

Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) has been prevalent in 24 
states across the country, infect-

ing whitetail and mule deer, elk, 
and moose-including in multiple 
states that border Montana.

Tester’s bill will authorize 
$35 million to help state and 
tribal wildlife management 
agencies stop the spread of 
Chronic Wasting Disease by 
allowing states and tribes to 
develop and implement man-
agement plans, and establish a 
rapid response for newly infect-
ed areas. The bill also autho-
rizes $25 million to create new 
research grants to better under-
stand the disease.

Montana’s outdoor lead-
ers praised Tester for his per-
sistent leadership addressing 
the spread of Chronic Wasting 
Disease.

“Chonic Wasting Disease is 
a threat to Montana’s big game, 
our hunting opportunity, and 
ultimately our outdoor econo-
my,” said Dave Chadwick, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Montana 

Wildlife Federation.  “Sena-
tor Tester’s bill will marshal 
the resources that our wildlife 
managers need to fully under-
stand this disease and rapidly 
respond to outbreaks.”

“Chronic Wasting Disease 
is a clear and present danger to 
North America’s deer, elk, and 
moose herds, and the hunters 
and communities that depend 
on them,” said Mike Leahy, di-
rector of Wildlife, Hunting and 
Fishing Policy for the National 
Wildlife Federation. “But even 
though the disease has contin-
ued to spread, there’s been a 
lack of urgency in our feder-
al leadership. That promises 
to change, with these plans to 
provide states and tribes the 
support required to respond to 
this critical threat to America’s 
wildlife.”

 “The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation recognizes Senator 
Tester for his continued lead-

ership on the issue of chronic 
wasting disease,” said R. Kyle 
Weaver, President and CEO of 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foun-
dation. “His bill provides crit-
ical funding to state wildlife 
agencies and tribes to develop 
prevention and management 
plans in responding to Choric 
Wasting Disease outbreaks in 
deer and elk. It also provides 
significant funding to research 
institutions trying to develop 
courses of action for Chronic 
Wasting Disease testing and 
prevention. It is vitally import-
ant for Congress to take quick 
action on this bill to ensure 
state wildlife agencies and re-
search institutions have the re-
sources they need to respond to 
this spreading issue.”

“This legislation will pro-
vide wildlife management 
agencies with much needed 
resources to stop the spread 
of this horrible disease,” said 

Whit Fosburgh, president and 
CEO of the Theodore Roos-
evelt Conservation Partner-
ship. “We must combat chronic 
wasting disease to protect our 
hunting traditions and outdoor 
recreation economy.  We want 
to thank Senator Tester for his 
leadership on this issue and 
urge strong bipartisan support 
for this bill.”

Of the 26 identified cases 
of Chronic Wasting Disease in 
Montana, 21 have been along 
the Montana-Wyoming border 
and five along the Hi-Line near 
Canada.

In Wyoming, there was 
nearly 4,000 identified cases 
of Chronic Wasting Disease in 

2018 and the disease is infect-
ing 16 percent of the male deer, 
elk, and moose in Colorado.

Before the recent infection 
of Montana deer in 2017, Mon-
tana was Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease free for nearly 20 years.

Hunting is a major com-
ponent of Montana’s outdoor 
economy, which sustains more 
than 70,000 jobs and generates 
$7.1 billion in economic activi-
ty annually.

A companion bill to Sen-
ator Tester’s bill was also in-
troduced today in the House of 
Representatives by Reps. Ron 
Kind and Jim Sensenbrenner of 
Wisconsin.

Tester working to combat the spread of CWD, Senator’s bill praised by Montana hunters
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Inside 
Madison County’s

secret snow
weapon

REAGAN COLYER
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS—They call him 
Mad Max.

Madison County’s District 
3, which includes Ennis, Big 
Sky, Cameron and the sur-
rounding areas, is home to a 
piece of equipment few other 
counties in Montana are for-
tunate enough to have. New, 
they cost somewhere around 
$3 million. Madison County 
got Mad Max for a song.

“The guy selling it just 
didn’t know what he had,” 
says Hugh Croy, one of Dis-
trict 3’s road crew members 
who spends his winter days 
making sure county residents 
can get where they’re going 
safely. “We had to do a lot 
of work on it, but it’s hard to 
find even a used one for less 
than $1 million.”

Mad Max is a snow blower, 
but not the kind you’d use in 
your yard. With 1000 horse-
power—650 in the rotor in 
the front that crushes through 
snowdrifts and 350 more in 
the vehicle’s engine—it can 
toss snow and debris up to 
150 feet through an adjustable 
f lute. 

The District 3 crew, head-
ed by Foreman Roy Hill, work 
throughout the year to make 
sure Max is ready when he’s 
needed. After purchasing the 
machine three years ago, they 
completely refitted its body, 
painted it bright orange, made 
some necessary repairs and 
christened it “Mad Max.” 

“When the wind comes 
up and things are in danger 
of getting really bad, that’s 
when we pull this out,” says 
Hill. They’ve had Mad Max 
out every day, all day for most 
of the past two weeks. Where 
he goes depends on where 
the combination of wind and 
snow creates the largest, most 
impermeable snowdrifts. 
Last week, that was Jeffers 
Loop Road, where Max sliced 
through snowdrifts that were 
four feet tall—created by one 

of the county’s newer snow-
plows that also cost nearly $1 
million by itself.

Max slices through the 
drifts with his rotor, breaking 
them down and shooting the 
snow—along with the occa-
sional rock—into a neighbor-
ing snow-covered field. 

“You can see marks out 
there where it’s caught a 
rock,” says Croy. “There’s a 
reason the sign says to stay 
100 feet back. That rotor 
could chew up a small car.”

But, he says, when it’s bad 
for drivers, it’s also bad for 
road crews. That’s why it’s so 
important that drivers leave 
crews enough space to drive 
snowplows and other equip-
ment, especially on days with 
low visibility and snow-cov-
ered roads.

“Some days, we’ll be out 
here wearing three pairs of 
sunglasses trying to change 
the glare on the roads,” says 
Croy. “If it’s bad for you, it’s 
bad for us.” 

But just maybe, having 
Mad Max around makes 
things a little better. One 
thing’s for sure: Madison 
County is getting its money’s 
worth out of this investment 
many times over.

ENNIS—For Bob and France 
Kudelski, the story goes from 
hockey to hotels, as France puts it.

The pair met in 1989 when 
Bob was playing professionally 
for the Los Angeles Kings. The 
next seven years would include 
a 1991 wedding and two team 
moves, to the Ottawa Senators 
and the Florida Panthers. When 
Bob retired in 1996, they made an 
abrupt change, purchasing a guest 
ranch in Wyoming.

“It was right near the east gate 
of Yellowstone National Park,” 
says Bob, “with horses and cab-
ins and a guest ranch. We’d never 
owned horses before, or a restau-
rant, but it was great.

“We did breakfast rides, lunch 
rides, dinner rides, all of it,” says 
France, a Montreal native. “It was 
pretty much pre-Internet too. A 
company called us and said that 
for $50 they could put us online. 
And we were the only one for 
about a year before people caught 
on. We had so many bookings.”

Since then, the Kudelskis 
have also owned a guest lodge in 
the San Juan mountains of Colo-
rado. In each place they’ve lived, 
they search for businesses where 
they see potential and commu-
nities they enjoy. They brought 
their Colorado lodge to the num-
ber one spot on TripAdvisor, a 
website that allows guests to give 
feedback and ratings on their ex-
periences. 

But even before they moved to 
Colorado, they’d been looking in 
Montana. 

“We’ve been coming here for 
25 years and rented a house here 
when our daughter was little,” 
says France. “Then this summer 
we were camping, and Bob saw 
that it was on the market. We went 
under contract pretty quickly.”

It was the fulfillment of a 
longtime goal of theirs—to relo-
cate to a place that captured their 
imaginations decades ago. They 
officially became the proprietors 
of the Sportsman’s Lodge on Feb-
ruary 7. 

“We looked all over Montana 
hoping something would come 
up,” says Bob. “And it did. We got 
lucky. We’re excited to be here; 
we always wanted to find a prop-
erty in Montana.”

The Kudelskis intend to keep 
the Sportsman’s Lodge largely 
unchanged but will do some re-
modeling to many of the guest 
rooms and redecorating of the 
lobby and dining room. They’ll 
also do some additions to the 
restaurant’s menu, which has 
been in the works for the past 
three weeks. They plan to be fin-
ished and ready open fully my 
May 1 and the beginning of the 
summer rush.

“We’ve got a lot of respect 
for the history of this place,” says 
Bob. “It’s been here for almost 80 
years. So, right now the attention 
should be on customer service 
and having a good experience 
while you’re here. That’s what 
we’re really keen on.”

Along with their daughter, 
Bob and France live on-site at the 
lodge and have personally over-
seen all of the remodel efforts and 
stylistic tweaks. They plan to hire 
a few more employees but will 
keep the entire staff that was em-
ployed when they first bought the 
lodge. They’ve already joined the 
chamber of commerce and have 
received a warm welcome from 
the community.

“We want to be a part of the 
community here,” says France. 
“We frequent all the businesses 
around town, and we’re not here 
to be better than anyone else. 
We’re just here to provide A-plus 
service.”

With March already halfway 
over, the busy season is fast ap-
proaching. But the Kudelskis are 
ready for it, and are happy to fi-
nally be in a place they’ve loved 
for 25 years.

“We’ve had people come to us 
and tell them how happy they are 
that we’re here,” says Bob. “It’s 
been great. We want to be ready 
for the summer when things get 
crazy, but the number one thing 
is customer service. It’s all about 
attention to detail and the experi-
ence.”

The Sportsman’s Lodge is 
currently partially open with 
some rooms closed for renova-
tions. The bar and casino are op-
erating as usual, while the dining 
room will open for lunch and din-
ner service in the coming weeks.

Bringing out the big guns... ‘Mad Max’

ABOVE – A snow plume shoots from Mad Max the snow blower as it clears Jeffers Loop Road. The 
blower has 650 horsepower just in the rotor along its front, which is used to slice through drifted 
and packed snow.

BELOW – An eight-foot-wide rotor on the front of Mad Max the snow blower is used to slice 
through snowdrifts along roadways. The blower can slice through drifts of four, five, six feet tall 
or higher, shooting the snow off the roadway using a flute on the passenger side.

ABOVE – Road foreman Roy Hill and crew member Hugh Croy 
check conditions on Jeffers Loop Road on Tuesday, March 5. 
Madison County’s yellow snowplow is a million-dollar piece of 
equipment, says Croy, while Mad Max the orange snow blower 
is worth nearly $3 million.

BELOW –  Hugh Croy uses a radio to communicate with road 
foreman Roy Hill in Mad Max the snow blower. The road crew 
carefully observes the plow’s progress, ensuring that drivers 
don’t get too close to the machinery along the road.HELENA – The Montana Department of Revenue is re-

leasing state income tax refunds and reminds Montanans 
that they can check the status of their refunds online.

Montanans can simply go to the department’s website at 
revenue.mt.gov, and click “Where’s My Refund?” to learn 
whether their return is still being processed, if there’s been 
a delay, or if their refund money is on its way.

First-time filers of Montana state income tax returns 
who are due refunds will be sent paper checks and should 
be sure to keep their mailing address current with the de-
partment.

For all taxpayers, it could take as long as 90 days to re-
ceive a refund due to security measures to combat fraud.

For more information or to find tax preparation help, vis-
it revenue.mt.gov

–    MONTANA TAX TIP   – 

Check Your Refund 
Status Online

Sportsman’s Lodge 
welcomes new 

owners
Kudelskis aim for high quality
customer experience, service

REAGAN COLYER
news@madisoniannews.com

Bob and France Kudelski, new owners of the Sportsman Lodge



We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

health & Wellness

Health Screening Blood Tests
Wednesday-Thursday, April 3-4

7:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Chemistry & CBC Panel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $45
  Includes lipids, iron and thyroid (TSH)
  12-14 hour fast required
Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA - for men only). . . $20
Vitamin D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
Vitamin B12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
HemHemoglobin A1C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20 
  (for diabetes or those at risk for diabetes)

* * New * *
C-Reative Protein (CRP). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20
  General marker for inflammation which might
  be caused by heart disease, autoimmune 
  diseases or cancer 

You Should Drink Water

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Cogni-
tive impairment is when a person has 
problems remembering, learning, 
concentrating, or making decisions 
that affect everyday life. Millions of 
people in the U.S. show some sort of 
cognitive impairment. People with 
cognitive impairment are at higher 
risk for developing dementia, which 
is the loss of cognitive functioning. 
Alzheimer’s disease is the most 
common dementia diagnosis.

Researchers have been looking 
for ways to test for early signs of 
cognitive impairment and demen-
tia. Early detection could open the 
door to strategies that prevent dis-
ease progression. Potential biomark-
ers include changes in the size and 
function of the brain and its parts, 
as well as levels of certain proteins 
seen on brain scans, in cerebrospinal 
fluid, and in blood. People with Alz-
heimer’s disease, for example, have 
abnormally high levels of plaques 
made up of beta-amyloid and tangles 
made of tau proteins.

To look for earlier biomarkers 
of cognitive decline, a team led by 
Dr. Berislav V. Zlokovic at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, examined two markers 
involved in the breakdown of the 

blood-brain barrier. This barrier 
controls the movement of cells and 
molecules between the blood and 
the fluid that surrounds the brain’s 
nerve cells. Past studies have found 
that abnormalities in the small blood 
vessels (capillaries) of the brain often 
contribute to dementia.

The team enrolled more than 
160 people with and without cog-
nitive impairment. They measured 
levels of the soluble form of a protein 
called platelet-derived growth factor 
receptor beta (PDGFRβ). PDG-
FRβ is found in the capillaries that 
maintain the blood-brain barrier’s 
integrity. Levels of the soluble form 
rise in cerebrospinal fluid when the 
blood-brain barrier is compromised. 
The team also tracked the integrity 
of the blood-brain barrier in 73 par-
ticipants using an MRI-based tech-
nique they’d previously developed. 
The study was supported in part 
by NIH’s National Institute on Ag-
ing (NIA) and National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke 
(NINDS). Results were published 
online on January 14, 2018, in Na-
ture Medicine.

The researchers found that, com-
pared with those without cognitive 
impairment, those with cognitive 

impairment had higher levels of sol-
uble PDGFRβ and a greater break-
down in the blood-brain barrier of 
certain brain regions. Notably, both 
these measures were independent of 
beta-amyloid and tau protein levels. 
The findings suggest these measure-
ments could pave the way for an ear-
ly diagnostic test for cognitive im-
pairment from Alzheimer’s disease 
as well as other causes.

“This is a solid step towards an 
accurate and reliable test that could 
be an earliest sign of critical brain 
damage in some people with Alzhei-
mer’s disease and related dementias” 
says Dr. Roderick Corriveau, a pro-
gram director at NINDS.

“Because of our aging popu-
lation and growing public health 
concerns, efforts to find a reliable 
and accurate predictor of cognitive 
impairment and dementia are very 
important to researchers and the 
public,” explains Dr. Suzana Petanc-
eska, a program director at NIA. 
“These early results are showing one 
possible, promising way to quantify 
risk.”

The researchers are planning 
to further validate these results by 
conducting a second trial with more 
participants.

Researchers have been looking for ways to test for early signs of dementias and develop strate-
gies that prevent disease progression. (Skynesher / E+ / Getty Images)

Blood-brain barrier test may 
predict dementia

Pain that lingers or worsens is usually a signal 
to see a doctor. Medical professionals, however, 
don’t always diagnose the problem correctly in the 
initial visit.

Chronic pain sufferers, in particular, may want 
to get a second opinion. Researchers at Johns Hop-
kins have reported that 40 to 80 percent of chron-
ic-pain patients are misdiagnosed. Being misdi-
agnosed can lead to ineffective treatments and 
perhaps surgery the patient did not need.

One way to save time, money and worry – and 
most importantly, to receive the right treatment - is 
to find the source of the pain, says Dr. Victor Roma-
no, an orthopedic surgeon.

“You treat the source, not the symptoms,” Dr. 
Romano says. (www.romanomd.com). “Finding 
the source of pain can help cure a problem using 
non-surgical means, and it can change someone’s 
life.

Dr. Romano uses a patient evaluation tool called 
Autonomic Motor Nerve Reflex Testing (AMNRT) 
to identify the source of symptoms. Sometimes pa-
tients are surprised to learn the origin of their pain.

“The body compensates for injuries,” Dr. Ro-
mano says. “For instance, a patient may have shoul-
der pain because they are adapting their stance to 
accommodate a back injury. Pain in one area of the 
body is often associated with an injury on the other 
side.”

Dr Romano also points out, “Obstructed breath-
ing - for instance, if you have a cold, allergies, or a 
deviated septum - will contribute to weakness and 
pain in your back, shoulders, and hips. Believe it or 

not, improving your breathing - with nasal sprays 
or rinses and allergy medication, or fixing your 
crooked nose - will help improve your strength and 
relieve your pain.”

Dr. Romano lists five common physical ail-
ments that produce chronic pain, some possible 
sources for the pain, and non-surgical remedies to 
relieve it:

• Tennis elbow. “Why are you using more force 
on that elbow for gripping or lifting?” Dr. Romano 
asks. “Testing could reveal the hand is weak from 
carpal tunnel syndrome. Fix your carpal tunnel 
problem and your elbow pain will begin to heal on 
its own.” 

• Slumping shoulder. Shoulder weakness can be 
associated with neck or back problems and obstruc-
tive breathing disorder. Lower back stretches and a 
pelvic stabilizing program can help.”

• Runner’s knee. Vague pain around the kneecap 
from prolonged sitting or more strenuous activities 
like  stair climbing is often a weakness in the right 
hip flexor. Physical therapy, stretching the outside 
structures and strengthening the inside muscles are 
often better solutions than surgery.

• Sciatica. Pain in the lower back going down 
the leg. affects about 40 percent of the population 
and has several non-obvious sources, such as ob-
structed breathing and its associated back problems 
or a tilted pelvis. A variety of yoga stretches and 
rotational and hip flexion stretches can help. 

•Achilles tendinitis. Foot maladies in the same 
or opposite foot can be helped by stretching and 
strengthening exercises for the calf muscles. 

Chronic pain sources can surprise 

Thinking about using over-
the-counter teeth-whitening 
products? Buyer beware: Cos-
metic teeth-whitening is a $3.2 
billion-dollar industry that is not 
regulated by the Food And Drug 
Administration because it is con-
sidered a cosmetic procedure.

“Consult your dentist before 
purchasing over-the-counter 
whitening products,” says dentist 
Dr. Anita Myers. “Some products 
can lead to thinning enamel, gum 
irritation and recession, and make 
teeth overly sensitive.”

Some whitening strips con-

tain chlorine dioxide, which can 
destroy the enamel on teeth.

“Often, surface stains can be 
diminished by routine brushing, 
flossing and biannual profession-
al cleaning in the dentist’s office.

If you are going to use an 
over-the-counter whitening prod-
uct, Dr. Myers has these recom-
mendations:

• Don’t leave the strips or gels 
on longer than recommended.

• Avoid acidic beverages for 
a couple of hours to protect your 
teeth.

• Pregnant women or nursing 

mothers should delay applica-
tions.

• Monitor Gums. If you use 
gel-filled trays, which you wear 
over your teeth like a mouth 
guard, it may bother your gums if 
they don’t fit well. “

“If you are in doubt about 
what to choose as a teeth-whit-
ening product over the counter, 
look for the The American Dental 
Association seal of acceptance,” 
says Dr. Myers. “At least you will 
know that the product has been 
evaluated by an independent pan-
el of qualified dentists.”

Teeth-whitening products could cause bigger problems than yellow teeth

Cardiac And Respiratory Rehab is available 
AT MADISON VALLEY MEDICAL CENTER!

Call 682-6619 to schedule an appointment

Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation week!

It’s
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Vaccinate
 I’ve said it time and time 

again.  I’m just a country boy.  
But today I wear a different 
hat, a medical employee.   

Each day at work I peek in 
on the pediatric f loor.  I wit-
ness little faces who aren’t 
smiling anymore.  

You see, their world’s been 
turned around, such frightful, 
widened eyes.  It dang near 
breaks this old man’s heart to 
hear their desperate cries.  

Most moms would go to 
battle to protect their lit-

tle one.  Don’t cross a father 
when it comes to daughter or 
his son.

So why in God’s creation 
do we fail to vaccinate?  Our 
children reap the conse-
quence.  Who knows their fi-
nal fate?

 I’m going to take you back 
to 1953 or so.  The measles 
and the whooping cough were 
taking quite a toll.

The virus we call polio 
was claiming young and old.  
Some parents felt the heart-

ache watching children leave 
their fold.

I’ve listened to both sides.  
I hear the heated long debate.  
But parents risk their chil-
dren’s lives if they don’t vac-
cinate.  

The terrible diseases are 
just waiting to grab hold of a 
tiny little toddler who might 
never then grow old.

A well-intentioned mother 
told me polio’s wiped out.  She 
said it so assuming.  Seemed 
she didn’t even doubt.  

I tried to speak with rea-
son.  Said, “Compare the ev-
idence.  Vaccinating stopped 
the ill.  Sure ain’t coinci-
dence.”  

We know you love your 
children, even more the rea-
son why to vaccinate and let 
the nasty virus pass on by.  

So, mothers would you 
help us keep each virus on the 
run?  Consider vaccinating 
and for heck sake get it done!

Get back in the box...Young@Heart

For more from Pam Young go to www.
cluborganized.com. You’ll find many musings, 
videos of Pam in the kitchen preparing delicious 
meals, videos on how to get organized, lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all from a 
reformed SLOB’s point of view. Pam’s books are 
available on Amazon

COMMODITY INSITE:     Hindsight is 20-20    by Jerry Welch

Every week there is usually 
a news item or two that is more 
than interesting. 

This week, a few stories 
were fascinating enough to 
pass on in this week’s column. 
One item had to with locusts, 
the other spilled from the lips 
of the Sage of Omaha, the most 
successful investor in history, 
Warren Buffett.  

An article from dailystar.
co.uk, “Biblical’ locust plague 
set to hit Egypt” was the first 
news item to catch my atten-
tion. It says, “In the biblical 
book of Exodus, locusts are one 
of 10 plagues delivered upon 
Egypt after the pharaoh refused 
to free the enslaved Israelites. 
The rest of the plagues include 
all sorts of nastiness, including 
frogs, lice, hail, boils and the 
death of every firstborn Egyp-
tian son.”

The article goes on to say 

that an outbreak of locust on 
a biblical scale is being spread 
through Africa, from Sudan 
along both sides of the Red 
Sea to Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 
“The next three months will 
be critical to bring the locust 
situation under control before 
the summer breeding starts,” 
warned Keith Cressman, a 
United Nations locust expert.”

 “Adult locust swarms can 
f ly up to 93 miles a day with the 
wind and can consume roughly 
their own weight in fresh food 
per day, posing a great threat 
to crops and food security,” 
the article says. According to 
Cressman, the last major locust 
outbreak was detected between 
2003 and 2005 when over 12 
million hectares (a hectare is 
almost 2.5 acres) were treated 
in Africa, which means that 
nearly 30  million acres were 
impacted in the last Egyptian 

locust outbreak. As a point of 
reference, Iowa has about 31 
million total farm acres. 

The other news item that 
caught my attention concerned 
Warren Buffett. 

“Warren Buffett says, 
‘$10,000 invested in an index 
fund when I bought my first 
stock in 1942 would be worth 
$51 million today,’” says the 
CNBC News headline. There is 
no way I am going to doubt the 
accuracy of that statement tum-
bling from the lips of the Sage 
of Omaha, but let me throw in 
my two cents anyway.

Here are some facts accord-
ing to voice of America news 
(voanews.com) by Ted Land-
phair. Landphar states that the 
typical American house in 1942 
cost $3,775, a new car $920, 
and a movie ticket 30 cents. 
A postage stamp set you back 
3 cents, your loaf of bread ran 

you 9 cents, and — if your kid 
was smart enough — you could 
get him into Harvard Universi-
ty for $420 in tuition per year. 
The average yearly income in 
1942 was $1885.

If Landphair is right, here 
is what the average individual 
in 1942 had to do in order to 
save $10,000 and invest in the 
S&P as Buffett suggested: The 
individual would have to save 
his entire salary for six years 
and two months. He could not 
spend a penny on his home that 
cost $3,775 a year, his car that 
cost $920 a year, or splurge for 
a movie ticket at 30 cents. Pay-
ing $420 annual tuition to send 
a child to Harvard was also out 
of the question. After doing all 
that for six years and a couple 
of months he had $10,000 set 
aside to invest.

In 1942, to save $10,000 in 
order to invest it in the S&P 

would have been a difficult – if 
not impossible – thing to do. If 
someone were able to accom-
plish such a task and plunk 
their hard-earned money into 
the S&P, then wait 76 years; 
yes, that original investment 
would be worth about $51 mil-
lion today.

Though Buffett’s example 
is impressive, consider the fol-
lowing:

On October 5, 2009, when 
bitcoin was first available to 
the public, $1 bought a total 
of 1,309 bitcoins. On Decem-
ber 17, 2018, bitcoin hit an all-
time high of $19,783 each. That 
$1 investment turned out to be 
worth $25.9 million. 

By any measure, that is a 
great return on an investment 
and best of all you did not have 
to wait 76 years to realize the 
profits.  

But let’s assume you were 

unwilling to risk even $1 on 
something so mysterious as 
bitcoin. Cautiously, you could 
have formed an investment club 
with 10 deep-pocketed close 
friends, asking each to put up 
10 cents. Assuming they had 
the dime, that modest invest-
ment would have been worth 
nearly $2.6 million, nine years 
later. Imagine…. 

Hindsight is defined as, 
“the ability to understand, after 
something has happened, why 
or how it was done and how it 
might have been done better.” 

Nonetheless, in the world 
of investing, past results are 
not indicative of future per-
formance. Which, of course, 
reminds me of the old saw, 
hindsight is 20-20. It is always 
fun looking back at events and 
saying, “ I coulda, shouda and 
woulda.” But at the time, it was 
not so easy.

Hollowtop Smoke Signals  by Art Kehler
DOUBLE KLUTTZ

Looking back at what 
might have been

Lately, it seems as though all 
the ground is covered with per-
petual snow and ice.  With every 
trip outside one runs the risk of 
slipping and falling.  So natu-
rally this morning, I slipped on 
some ice while approaching the 
local café.  For a few seconds, 

I teetered on the edge of disas-
ter.  Crashing into the entry door 
was the only thing that kept me 
upright.  Then, I staggered into 
the restaurant and flopped onto a 
counter stool.

As luck would have it, a fig-
ure skating competition was be-
ing broadcast on the television 
screen above the restaurant’s 
counter.  Over ham and eggs, I 
watched the competitors per-
form a series of gravity-defying 
jumps. After each skater had 
performed, the announcer would 
replay their airborne efforts, in 
slow motion.  He also identified 
each jump by name while de-
scribing its different parts.  As 
I watched, it slowly dawned on 
me that I had performed many of 
those same moves in my young-

er days and didn’t even realize 
it.

For instance, I observed as 
a contestant completed what 
the announcer referred to as a 
“Double Lutz.” Almost immedi-
ately, my mind flashed back to 
the time I slipped on an icy patch 
of sidewalk directly in front of 
my hometown ice cream parlor. 
Because the joint was filled with 
many of my schoolmates at the 
time, I desperately tried to avoid 
a humiliating fall.  In the whirl-
wind-like, extremity-flailing 
process, I somehow managed to 
performed a Double Lutz that 
rivaled the one taking place on 
the television. Sadly though, my 
landing wasn’t quite as polished 
as were those of the skaters. Fact 
is, to the perverted delight of 

my fellow students, I landed on 
my head.  Therefore, my effort 
could have been more accurate-
ly described as a “Double Lutz 
from the klutz position.”

Next, another skater execut-
ed what was described as a “Toe 
Loop.” That reminded me of the 
time I tripped over a shoelace 
while negotiating a wet floor at 
my school.  Naturally, my left 
toe stopped in place while, at the 
same instant, my right foot slid 
swiftly forward. In an attempt 
to avoid thumping into the lock-
ers that lined both walls, I leapt 
into the air off my left toe and 
twisted my body to the right.  
By so doing, I pulled off a Toe 
Loop without even knowing it.  
Again, except for suffering an 
unsightly butt-plant on the floor, 

my efforts perfectly mimicked 
those on the screen.

Before long, I watched an-
other competitor perform a 
graceful “Ballet Jump.” While 
observing him, I was reminded 
of the time I saved a young lady 
from certain injury while roller 
skating.  Whilst blissfully glid-
ing across the floor at around the 
speed of light, I failed to notice 
her kneeling directly in my path, 
re-tying the laces on her skates.  
It was too late to turn and miss 
the girl, so I gallantly launched 
myself over her back.  If I dare 
say so myself, my soaring leap 
was as close to ballet in motion 
as was mortally possible.  Re-
grettably, instead of landing on 
my toes, I landed nose-first on 
the hardwood floor.  Worse yet, 

instead of roundly cheering me 
for sacrificing my body on her 
behalf, the less-than-genteel 
lass bellowed ---”Watch where 
you’re going, you clumsy klutz!”

In the end, I suspect I may 
have missed my calling in life.  
Who knows, if I had mastered 
the landings, I might have made 
big bucks as a figure skater. I 
might even have become famous 
as the –“Double Lutz from the 
klutz position” master.   

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

“Get back in the Box” doesn’t 
mean do as Jack-in-the-box does 
once he comes spurting out to delight 
a child with surprise, it’s what SHEs 
(Sidetracked Home Executives) do 
when they’ve gotten away from us-
ing the system in “Sidetracked Home 
Executives: from pigpen to paradise” 
the book my sister and I wrote in the 
seventies. The “box” refers to a card 
file box holding 3x5 index cards with 
household chores (one job to a card) 
written on them. The cards are col-
or coded to denote frequency; yellow 
for daily, blue for weekly, white for 
monthly and pink for personal ac-
tions. More about the system later.

Getting organized starts with a 
desire in your heart to have peace in-
stead of chaos when it comes to the 
important elements in life. We all 
have to eat so we need food in the 
house and time to prepare it. Unless 
we’re nudists, we need clean clothes 
so we need to do laundry regularly. 

We need rest, so we need to schedule 
our days to get enough sleep at night. 
We also need play, worship, exercise 
and friendship in a sensible routine. 

When I was disorganized my hus-
band and I fought constantly over 
the chaotic house. I was always out 
of food (but somehow managed to be 
overweight). I took care of the house-
hold finances and I was always over-
drawn. Laundry was always piled in 
both forms; clean and dirty. Every 
room was cluttered and the master 
bedroom was the worst….well may-
be the kitchen. Our cars slept in the 
drive-way every night because the 
garage was crammed with the results 
of saying, “Just put it in the garage 
for now.” 

Every New Year’s I made the de-
cision to get organized but because 
my reason was wrong I ended up 
each year deeper in chaos. 15 years 
dragged by and I actually got to a 
point in my life where I thought I’d 

never be organized, like it was this 
heavy cross to bear. My reason was 
always to placate my angry husband 
and be more like Mom (she was very 
organized and I loved the childhood 
home she looked after).

You’ve probably heard this be-
fore: “Indecision is a decision with-
in itself.” A decision made for the 
wrong reason is as fruitless as the 
decision not to decide. With this 
New Year welcoming us to a fresh 
start on as many levels as we choose, 
maybe the decision to get organized 
will actually work for you if you can 
get the right reason. Get organized 
for you, not your husband, not your 
mother-in-law, not anyone but you. 
Getting organized for you means get-
ting organized so you have more free 
time to play, read, travel, sing, dance 
whatever makes you happy.  

“Get back in the Box” would be 
really good for you if you’ve been in 
it before. If you’ve never been in the 

box, this is a perfect time to get in it 
for the first time. It couldn’t be easier  
and it’s so inexpensive. $14.95 will 
get you in the box today, because now 
the template for the cards is on a file 
you can download and then you just 
print out the cards onto card stock. 
And you get to download the Side-
tracked Sister’s De-junking video 
with it. The files are also available on 
a CD and when you get the CD you 
also get the Sidetracked Sister’s De-
junking DVD which will show you 
the basics of de-junking your home.

What do you have to lose? Make 
a decision for the right reason now.

For more from Pam Young go to 
www.cluborganized.com. You’ll find 
many musings, videos of Pam in the 
kitchen preparing delicious meals, 
videos on how to get organized, lose 
weight and get your finances in order, 
all from a reformed SLOB’s point of 
view. Pam’s books are available on 
Amazon
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7

Sudoku
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any 
editorial cartoons 
printed in our paper 
do not reflect the 
opinion of the staff of 
The Madisonian.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Ralph Hamler
licensed sanitarian

Septic Application & Design

 406-842-5788  Cell: 406-596-0437
ralphhamler@gmail.com

Sheridan, MT
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, util-
ities included, non-smoking, no 

dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Manager 
at 406-682-5737.

15-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

FOR RENT

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

Dietary Aide/Cook - 
Part-time 

This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 
setting. If you are interested 
in a rewarding career, Madi-

son Valley Manor is the place. 
Join our TEAM! Competitive 
Pay Government Retirement 

Benefits including health insur-
ance, vacation/sick leave, paid 
holidays, life insurance Please 
contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-
7271 for more information or 
the online employment page 

at www.madisoncountymt.gov 
EOE

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

Part-Time Server Position Avail-
able: The Sportsman’s Lodge is 
hiring a part time Dining Room 
Server to join the Sportsman’s 
Lodge team. If you would like 
to apply for the position, please 

email info@sportsmanslodgemt.
com or call 406-682-4242 for 

more information.

Channel your inner Willy Wonka! 
Summer employees needed at 

Cousins Candy Store in Virginia 
City. Call 406-600-2599

APARTMEN FOR RENT
Studio Apartment for rent at 

Madison Square. Call Jamie for 
details. 406-581-9219.

The Madison County Board 
of Commissioners has one 

vacancy on the Big Sky 
Transportation District Board; 

one vacancy on the Harrison 
Rural Fire District Board; 

one vacancy on the Sheridan 
Rural Fire District Board; one 
vacancy on the Compensation 
Board; three vacancies on the 
Housing Advisory Board; one 
vacancy on the Twin Bridges 

Mosquito District Board; three 
vacancies on the Planning 
Board, one representing 

the Town of Sheridan, one 
representing the Twin Bridges 
area, and one representative 

at large; two vacancies on the 
Public Health Board, one as a 
school representative and one 
representing the Twin Bridges 

and Harrison/Pony/Norris 
Area; one vacancy on the Tax 

Appeal Board and one vacancy 
for a Substitute Member on the 

Tax Appeal Board; and one 
vacancy on the Madison Valley 
Cemetery District Board. If you 
are interested in filling any of 
these vacancies, please contact 
the Commissioners’ Office at 
406-843-4277, or by email at 

madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be 
found on the county website at 
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/833 

Please return completed 
applications to: Madison County 
Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 

278 Virginia City, MT 59755

BOARD VAC.

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Old Hotel is Hiring Qualified 
Front & Back of the House 

Staff • Servers • Line Cooks • 
Dishwashers Must be Available 
15-20 Hours a Week Nights & 

Weekends Experience Preferred 
RASS Trained or Eligible to 

Sell/Serve Alcohol Please Send 
Resumé to: PO Box 242 Twin 
Bridges, MT 59754 or email: 

oldhotel@3rivers.net

BUS DRIVER: The Cardwell 
School has an opening for a route 
driver, approximately 4 hours per 
day, $16.50/hr, starting immedi-
ately. Successful applicants must 
possess or be able to obtain: 1) 

Properly endorsed CDL 2) Satis-
factory medical exam 3) First Aid 

Certificate 4) Must have a safe 
driving record and 5) Must pass a 
criminal background check. The 
school has activity and athletic 
trips throughout the school year 
which provide opportunities for 
additional pay. Our drivers earn 

the same rate for ‘off duty’ as they 
do for driving. Please call Marcie, 

District Clerk, at 287-3321 for 
more info., or email resume to 
mdebuff@cardwellschool.org

Ennis Community Children’s 
School is now accepting 

applications for positions of 
Director and Early Childhood 
Lead Teacher. Please submit 

resumes or inquirys to 
boardofdirectors.eccs@gmail.com 

or call 581-9422 for more info.

Fan Mountain Inn is now hiring 
for summer housekeeping. Great 
hours to still enjoy your summer! 

Pick up application at Fan 
Mountain Inn.

Application for Temporary 
Employment: The Madison 
County Weed Board will be 

accepting applications for Field 
Crew Personnel for the 2019 
season. Employment may be 

from May 1, 2019 to September 
26, 2019 at 40 hours/week, and a 
Compliance/Mapping Tech. for 
the 2019 season. Employment 

approximately from May 1, 2017 
to October 1, 2019 at 24 to 32 
hours/week. Applications and 

job descriptions are available at 
the Weed Board Office at; 2296 
Hwy. 287, Alder, MT. or Human 
Resource Office in the Madison 

County Administration Office at: 
103 West Wallace, Virginia City, 

MT. Applications will be accepted 
until 5:00 P.M. April 4, 2019. 

Return Applications to: Madison 
County Weed Board P.O. Box 

278 Virginia City, MT 59755 For 
additional information contact: 
Margie N. Edsall, Coordinator, 
or Janie Alt Office Manager at 

(406)842-5595

New fly-fishing lodge in Ennis 
is seeking an experienced 
Breakfast/Lunch Chef and 
a PM Sous Chef. Looking 
for flexible team players 
with strong work ethic 

and a hospitality-oriented 
attitude. Housing Available. 

Competitive Pay with 
Experience. Approx. June 

10th-Oct 15th 2019. Reply to: 
chefscottwarren@gmail.com

Help wanted - The Pic-a-Nic 
Basket is now hiring for the 2019 
season. Different shifts available. 

Pick up application at Fan 
Mountain Inn.

• Decks • Remodels  
• Patio Covers 

• Room Additions

In addition to 
Handyman services can do

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018
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 more MARKETPLACE

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources 
Department at 406-843-4201. Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Madison County Employee Benefits

• Public Employees Retirement System – 5 
Year Vesting
• 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option 
Savings
• Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS 
optional dependent coverage
• 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick 
Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
• 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid 
holidays in even numbered years)
• Employer Sponsored Life Insurance 
$20,000
• Optional dental & life insurance benefits

Additional employee benefit information is 
available online at
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
Join Our Team!

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Aide/Cook Part-time;
• Housekeeping/Laundry-Part-time;
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Director of Nursing-Full-time;
• Ward Clerk-Full-time;
Madison County, MT
• Alternate Senior Citizen’s Bus Driver-Part-time;
• Deputy Clerk of District Court-Part-time;
• Legal Assistant, County Attorney’s Office-Full-time;
• Planning Director-Full-time;
• Weed Compliance/Mapping Technician-Part-time-Seasonal; and
• Weed Field Crew Personnel-Full-time-Temporary.

MADISON COUNTY
Employment Opportunities

Ad #053
Real Estate– Northwest Mon-
tana – Company owned. Small 
and large acre parcels. Private. 
Trees and meadows. National 
Forest boundaries. Tungsten-
holdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #054
Authentic Timber Framed 

Barns. Residential and Com-
mercial Timber Packages. Full 
Service Design - Build Since 
1990, (406) 581-3014 brett@
bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #055
PRIVATE TREATY HERE-

FORD BULLS. MC brand MC-
MURRY CATTLE BILLING. 

WEBSITE:  mcmurrycattle.com
REASONABLY PRICED. 

PROVEN BALANCED TRAIT 
GENETICS. Delivery available. 
HP (406) 254 1247. CELL. (406) 
697 4040. Email mcmurrycat-

tle@gmail.com

Ad #056
FOR SALE: ROUND Bales of 

Grass Hay, (701) 269-3413.

Ad #057
Charolais Bulls, guaranteed qui-

et disposition, 800lb.+ weaning 
weight, industry leading carcass 
traits, can be used on first calf 

heifers. Brevig Charolais, Lew-
istown, MT 406-538-5579.

Ad #058
Madison County, Virginia City, 
MT is recruiting for a Full-time 

Planning Director. Informa-
tion can be located at  www.

madisoncountymt.gov .Contact 
Human Resources (406) 843-
4201. tmahlstede@madison-

countymt.gov
EOE/ Position Open Until Filled

Ad #059
If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertis-
ing works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, ser-

vice, event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 

or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 

or email stacy@mtnewspapers.
com or member@mtnewspa-

pers.com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149. 

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

ChAroLAIS facts

LLoyd & Jane .............406-476-3427
Brett & Kay ...............406-590-3214
MarK & BeLva.............406-590-0355
Joe & Cathy ...............406-788-5821

1690 6th Lane N.E. • Dutton, MT 59433

Saturday, april 6, 2019
WeStern liveStock auction, Great FallS, Mt

DeBruycker Charolais Bulls 
Excel Again

“I have shopped for Charolais bulls at many other breeders, 
and I have found DeBruycker bulls to be superior in all 
areas important to commercial cattlemen. I get better genetic 
potential purchasing the less expensive bulls at DeBruycker’s 
sale than when I have purchased top bulls from other breeders.  
DeBruycker bulls are thick, stout, and hard-working. These 
bulls handle rough country very well. They hold up better than 
other bulls and their feet stay sound.”

~ Kim Summers, Nevada

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 
Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and we can take it from there.
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
MARCH 14, 2019

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on 
June 24, 2019, at 10:00 AM at the main 
entrance of 100 Wallace Street, Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described 
real property situated in Madison County, 
State of Montana: A tract of land 100 feet 
by 100 feet in Lot 6, Block 5 in the Town 
of Sheridan, Madison County, Montana, 
described as follows: Beginning at the point 
50 feet east of the Southwest Corner of 
Lot 6, in Block 5, according to the Official 
Amended Plat of the Town of Sheridan, 
Montana, thence easterly along the north 
line of Hamilton Street 100 feet; thence 
Northerly 100 feet to the north line of Lot 
6; thence westerly to a point 50 feet east of 
the west line of Lot 6; thence southerly 100 
feet, more or less, to the point of beginning, 
as previously described in Book 136, Page 
387, records of Madison County, Montana. 
More commonly known as 212 West 
Hamilton Street, Sheridan, MT 59749. David 
Wade Zahn, as Grantor, conveyed said real 
property to First American Title Company 
of Madison County, as Trustee, to secure 
an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for 
Stockman Bank of Montana, its successors 
and assigns, by Deed of Trust on September 
8, 2014, and filed for record in the records of 
the County Clerk and Recorder in Madison 
County, State of Montana, on September 8, 
2014 as Instrument No. 157542, of Official 
Records. The Deed of Trust was assigned 
for value as follows: Assignee: PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC Assignment Dated: May 
1, 2018 Assignment Recorded: May 29, 
2018 Assignment Recording Information: 
as Instrument No. 178037 All in the records 
of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Madison County, Montana Brian J. Porter 
is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the 
office of the Clerk and Recorder of Madison 
County, State of Montana, on July 16, 
2018 as Instrument No. 178808, of Official 
Records. The Beneficiary has declared a 
default in the terms of said Deed of Trust 
due to Grantor’s failure to make monthly 
payments beginning February 1, 2018, and 
each month subsequent, which monthly 
installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said 
obligation and other charges against the 
property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums 
owing on the obligation secured by said 
Trust Deed immediately due and payable. 
The total amount due on this obligation is 
the principal sum of $86,486.45, interest in 
the sum of $3,946.81, escrow advances of 
$783.42, other amounts due and payable in 
the amount of $3,063.46 for a total amount 
owing of $94,280.14, plus accruing interest, 
late charges, and other fees and costs 
that may be incurred or advanced. The 
Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to 
preserve and protect the property and for 
real property taxes that may become due 
or delinquent, unless such amounts of taxes 
are paid by the Grantor. If such amounts are 
paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes 
will be added to the obligations secured by 
the Deed of Trust. Other expenses to be 
charged against the proceeds of this sale 
include the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s 
fees, costs and expenses of the sale, and 
late charges, if any. Beneficiary has elected, 
and has directed the Trustee to sell the 
above described property to satisfy the 
obligation. The sale is a public sale and any 
person, including the Beneficiary, excepting 
only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. The 
bid price must be paid immediately upon the 
close of bidding in cash or cash equivalents 
(valid money orders, certified checks or 
cashier’s checks). The conveyance will 
be made by Trustee’s Deed, without any 
representation or warranty, including 
warranty of title, express or implied, as the 
sale is made strictly on an as-is, where-is 
basis, without limitation, the sale is being 
made subject to all existing conditions, 
if any, of lead paint, mold or other 
environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of 
the property on the 10th day following the 
sale. The Grantor, successor in interest to 
the Grantor, or any other person having an 
interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the 
Beneficiary, or the successor in interest to 
the Beneficiary, the entire amount then due 
under the Deed of Trust and the obligation 
secured thereby (including costs and 
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal 
as would not then be due had no default 
occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of 
being cured by tendering the performance 
required under the obligation or to cure the 
default, by paying all costs and expenses 
actually incurred in enforcing the obligation 
and Deed of Trust with Successor Trustee’s 
and attorney’s fees. In the event that all 
defaults are cured the foreclosure will be 
dismissed and the foreclosure sale will be 
canceled. The scheduled Trustee’s Sale 
may be postponed by public proclamation 
up to 15 days for any reason. In the event 
of a bankruptcy filing, the sale may be 
postponed by the Trustee for up to 120 days 
by public proclamation at least every 30 
days. If the Trustee is unable to convey title 
for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole 
and exclusive remedy shall be the return of 
monies paid to the Successor Trustee and 
the successful bidder shall have no further 
recourse. This is an attempt to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose. Dated this 14th day of 
February, 2019. Brian J. Porter, Substitute 
Trustee 376 East 400 South, Suite 300, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111 Telephone: 801-355-
2886 Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM 
(MST) File No. 52836
(Pub. Feb. 28, March 7, 14, 2019)
Halliday Watkins & Mann
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF BOARD VACANCIES
The Madison County Board of 
Commissioners has one vacancy on the 
Big Sky Transportation District Board; one 

vacancy on the Harrison Rural Fire District 
Board; one vacancy on the Sheridan Rural 
Fire District Board; one vacancy on the 
Compensation Board; three vacancies on 
the Housing Advisory Board; one vacancy 
on the Twin Bridges Mosquito District Board; 
three vacancies on the Planning Board, one 
representing the Town of Sheridan, one 
representing the Twin Bridges area, and 
one representative at large; two vacancies 
on the Public Health Board, one as a school 
representative and one representing the 
Twin Bridges and Harrison/Pony/Norris 
Area; one vacancy on the Tax Appeal Board 
and one vacancy for a Substitute Member 
on the Tax Appeal Board; and one vacancy 
on the Madison Valley Cemetery District 
Board. If you are interested in filling any 
of these vacancies, please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at 406-843-4277, or 
by email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be found on the 
county website at https://madisoncountymt.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/833 Please 
return completed applications to: Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 278 
Virginia City, MT 59755
(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Madison County Commission
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Commissioners will 
hold a public hearing on Thursday, March 
14, 2019, at 12:00 PM in the conference 
room at the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis 
to obtain public comments regarding a 
Preliminary Architectural Report and an 
application for funding to the Montana 
Department of Commerce’s Community 
Development Block Grant Program to fund 
Phase 2 of the Manor renovation project. At 
the public hearing, representatives of SMA 
Architects and Great West Engineering 
will explain the proposed project, including 
the need and purpose, activities, budget, 
sources of funding, and any costs that 
may result for local citizens because of 
the project. All interested persons will be 
given the opportunity to ask questions and 
to express their opinions. Comments may 
be given orally at the hearing or submitted 
in writing by the end of the hearing. 
Madison County will make reasonable 
accommodation for any known disability 
that may interfere with a person’s ability to 
participate in this public hearing. Persons 
needing an accommodation must notify the 
Madison County Commissioners at (406) 
843-4277 no later than March 8, 2019, 
to allow adequate time to make needed 
arrangements. You may also write to the 
Madison County Commissioners at P.O. 
Box 278 Virginia City, MT 59755-0278 or via 
email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov to 
make your request known. Madison County 
Commissioners Ronald E. Nye, Chair 
James P. Hart, Member Dan W. Allhands, 
Member
(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

INVITATION FOR BIDS:
Sealed bids will be accepted at the 
Madison County Commissioners’ Office, 
P.O. Box 278, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia 
City, Montana, until 1:00 PM on March 19, 
2019, for acquisition and delivery of up to 
three (3) 2018 or newer Snow Plow Trucks 
to Madison County. Please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at (406) 843-4277 
or email madco@madisoncountymt.gov 
for bid specifications and terms. Bids will 
be opened at the regular Commissioners’ 
meeting in Virginia City on March 19, 2019, 
at 1:00 PM.
(Pub. March 7, 14, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS TWIN 
BRIDGES AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
TWIN BRIDGES, MADISON COUNTY, 
MONTANA A.I.P. 3-30-0080-014-2019 
Separate sealed bids will be received 
by Madison County, Montana until 2:00 
p.m., local time, April 4, 2019. All bids will 
be received, publicly opened, and read 
aloud at the office of Robert Peccia & 
Associates, 3147 Saddle Drive, Helena, 
Montana 59601, for the Twin Bridges 
Airport Improvements Project to include the 
following:  Construct / Install Automated 
Weather Observing System (AWOS) III/P. 
This work is to include all tools, equipment, 
materials, and labor to complete this project. 
Madison County, Montana, in accordance 
with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 USC 
§§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, 
hereby notifies all bidders or offerors that it 
will affirmatively ensure that any contract 
entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will 
be afforded full and fair opportunity to 
submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on 
the grounds of race, color, or national 
origin in consideration for an award. The 
requirements of 49 CFR part 26 apply to this 
contract. It is the policy of Madison County, 
Montana to practice nondiscrimination 
based on race, color, sex, or national origin 
in the award or performance of this contract. 
The Owner encourages participation by 
all firms qualifying under this solicitation 
regardless of business size or ownership. All 
contracts and subcontracts that result from 
this solicitation incorporate by reference the 
provisions of 29 CFR part 201, the Federal 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), with the 
same force and effect as if given in full text. 
The FLSA sets minimum wage, overtime pay, 
recordkeeping, and child labor standards for 
full and part-time workers. The Contractor 
has full responsibility to monitor compliance 
to the referenced statute or regulation. The 
Contractor must address any claims or 
disputes that arise from this requirement 
directly with the U.S. Department of Labor 
– Wage and Hour Division. This project 
is subject to the Federal provisions for 
Buy American Preference, Foreign Trade 
Restriction, Davis Bacon, Affirmative Action, 

Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, 
Certification of Offeror/ Bidder Regarding 
Debarment, and Government-wide 
Requirements for Drug-free Workplace, 
which are incorporated by reference. Failure 
to comply with the terms of these contract 
provisions may be sufficient grounds to: 
1.) Withhold progress payments or final 
payment, 2.) Terminate the contract, 3.) 
Seek suspension/debarment, or 4.) Any 
other action determined to be appropriate 
by the Sponsor or the FAA. Bids will be 
received on a price basis as described in 
the Contract Documents. Bid security in the 
amount of not less than ten percent (10%) 
of the amount of the bid, which shall be: (1) 
lawful money of the United States; or (2) 
a Cashier’s Check, Certified Check, Bank 
Money Order or Bank Draft, in any case 
drawn and issued by a federally chartered 
or state chartered bank insured by the 
federal deposit insurance corporation; or (3) 
a bid bond, guaranty bond, or surety bond 
executed by a surety corporation authorized 
to do business in the State of Montana. 
The bid security shall be made payable to 
the Owner and failure to enter into a formal 
contract will result in the Owner retaining 
the bid security. The successful bidder will 
be required to enter into a formal contract 
within ten (10) calendar days from the 
date the Notice of Award is received, to 
complete an insurance certification, to 
furnish a Performance Bond, and a Labor 
and Materials Payment Bond. The bonds 
will each be equal to 100 percent of the 
contract amount. The successful Bidder 
is required to comply with Montana’s 
Contractor Registration Law in accordance 
with Title 39, Chapter 9, MCA. Contract 
Documents may be inspect¬ed at many 
plan exchanges, and at the office of the 
consulting engineer, Robert Peccia & 
Associates, (3147 Saddle Dr. / P.O. Box 
5653, Helena, MT 59604). They may be 
reviewed, downloaded, and printed at no 
cost under the “CURRENT PROJECTS 
BIDDING” tab at www.rpa-hln.com. All bids 
must be submitted in a Bidding Documents 
booklet, provided by the Engineer upon 
receipt of $25.00 (non-refundable). 
Alternate forms or copies of the Bidding 
Documents booklet will not be acceptable. 
The Planholders List will include only the 
purchasers of Bidding Documents booklets. 
Hard copies of the Contract Documents 
(including a Bidding Documents booklet) 
printed by the Engineer are available upon 
receipt of $200.00 (non-refundable) for each 
complete set. No pre-bid conference will 
be held for this project, however, potential 
bidders are encouraged to visit the site and 
contact the Engineer (lbowser@rpa-hln.com 
or 406-447-5000) with any questions. Faxed 
bids will not be accepted or considered. The 
Owner reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids, to waive informalities, and to reject 
nonconforming, irregular, non-responsive, 
or conditional bids. Bids may be held by the 
Owner for a period not to exceed 90 days 
from the date of the opening for the purpose 
of reviewing the bids and investigating the 
qualifications of the bidder prior to award of 
the contract. March 14, 2019 
MADISON COUNTY By /s/ Ronald E. 
Nye, Chairman
(Pub. March 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON IN RE ESTATE OF: JERRY W. 
TANGE, also known as JERRY TANGE, 
Deceased. 
Cause No. DP-29-2019-9 
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against said decedent are required to 
present their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publication of 
this notice, or said claims will be forever 
barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE, 
the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at 10085 NE Yaquina, 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-entitled Court. Dated: 
February 20, 2019
/S/ JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE 
Personal Representative 
STATE OF WASHINGTON :ss COUNTY OF 
KITSAP JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE, 
being first duly sworn, upon oath, deposes 
and says: That she has read the foregoing 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS and that the facts 
and matters contained therein are true, 
correct, accurate and complete to the best 
of her knowledge and belief. I make this 
declaration under penalty of perjury under 
the laws of the State of Montana. 
/S/ JO-MICHELLE BURWELL TANGE 
Personal Representative 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 20 day of February, 2019. 
/S/ Bruce M. Eremic. 
Notary Public for the State of Washington 
Residing at: Bainbridge Island, Washington 
My Commission expires: 
March 09, 2020 
Personal Representative’s Attorney: Karen 
McMullin Post Office Box 55 Ennis, MT 
59729 Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub. March 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Karen McMullin
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY 
PLANNING BOARD NOTICE 
OF CANCELLATION AND 
CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board has 
cancelled the scheduled March 25, 2019, 
meeting. The Madison County Planning 
Board will continue a public hearing on 
Monday, April 29, 2019, at 6:15 pm in 
the public meeting room of the Madison 
County Administrative Office Building, 103 
W Wallace, Virginia City, Montana. The 
public hearing is to receive comment on 
the renewal of the Spanish Peaks Overall 
Development Plan. Spanish Peaks Resort 
is a 3,530 acre development that spans 
the Gallatin and Madison County line in Big 
Sky, Montana. The proposed plan involves 

developing 290 dwellings in the 1,050 acres 
within Madison County, of which 92 have 
been previously approved. The 1,050 acres 
within Madison County lies east of Andesite 
Ridge between the South Fork and the West 
Fork of the Gallatin River in Sections 31and 
32, T6S, R3E, P.M.M., Madison County, 
Montana. Written comments should be 
received by 3:00 p.m. on April 29, 2019, 
and may be sent to the Madison County 
Planning Board by: Mail to P.O. Box 278, 
Virginia City, Montana, 59755; Fax to 
(406) 843-5229; or E-mail to planning@
madisoncountymt.gov. Oral or written 
comments may also be given at the public 
hearing. The Overall Development Plan and 
supplemental information pertaining to this 
proposed subdivision is available for review 
at: • Madison County Planning 
Office, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia City; • 
Madison Valley Public Library, 210 E. Main 
Street, Ennis; • Big Sky Fire 
Department, Station 1, 650 Rainbow Trout 
Run, Big Sky Call (406) 843-5250 for more 
information. Darlene Tussing, President, 
Madison County Planning Board
(Pub. March 14, 21, 2019)
Madison County Planning Board
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Madison Conservation District board of 
supervisors will be attending a 310 training 
workshop on March 20th, 2019 from 10am 
to 3pm at the Madison Valley Bank.
(Pub. March 14, 2019)
Madison Conservation
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT MADISON COUNTY IN RE THE 
ESTATE OF EDWARD FRANCIS ROGERS 
Deceased. Probate No. DP-29-2018-25 
NOTICE IS GIVEN that Mary Yuricic has 
been appointed Personal Representative of 
the above-named estate. All persons having 
claims against the said deceased are 
required to present their claims within four 
months after the date of the first publication 
of this notice or said claims will be forever 
barred. Claims must be mailed to the 
Personal Representative with return receipt 
requested or filed with the Clerk as follows: 
Mary Yuricic, Personal Representative c/o 
Thomas C. Morrison Morrison Law Firm, 
PLLC 111 N. Last Chance Gulch (3B) 
Helena, MT 59601 

Madison Co Clerk of District PO Box 185 
Virginia City, MT 59755 
I declare under penalties of perjury and 
the laws of the State of Montana that the 
foregoing is true and correct. /S/ THOMAS 
C. MORRISON Attorney for the Personal 
Representatives(
(Pub. March 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Morrison Law Firm
MNAXLP

BUDGET AMENDMENT 
PROCLAMATION
ALDER SCHOOL DISTRICT MADISON 
COUNTY At a regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of School District No. 2, 
Madison County, Montana, held December 
11, 2018, at 5:30 PM in the Alder School 
South building, 36 Upper Ruby Road, 
Alder, Montana, the following resolution 
was introduced: WHEREAS, the trustees 
of School District No. 2, Madison County, 
Montana, have made a determination that 
as a result of an unanticipated enrollment 
increase, the district’s budget for the 
general fund does not provide sufficient 
financing to properly maintain and the 
support the district for the entire current 
school year; and WHEREAS, the trustees 
have determined that an amendment to 
the K12 district general fund budget in 
the amount of $12,445.38 is necessary 
under the provision of Section 20-9-
161(1), MCA; for the purpose of adequate 
staffing, supplies, and training due to 
an enrollment increase. WHEREAS, the 
anticipated source of financing the budget 
amendment expenditures shall be the 
additional state assistance as calculated 
by OPI; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 

that the Board of Trustees of School District 
No. 2, Madison County, Montana, proclaims 
a need for an amendment to the K-12 
district’s general fund budget for fiscal year 
2019 in the amount of $12,445.38 under 
Section 20-9-161 (1), MCA for the purpose 
identified above; and BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees 
of School District No. 2, Madison County, 
Montana, will meet at 5:30 PM in the Alder 
School South Building, 36 Upper Ruby 
Road, Alder, Montana, on March 14, 2019 
for the purpose of considering and adopting 
the budget amendment.
(Pub. March 14, 2019)
Alder School
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITIONS FOR ENNIS 
SCHOOLS
Ennis School District 52 is currently seeking 
two trustees for three year terms. Anyone 
qualified for and interested in running for 
these positions may pick up a petition 
from Ginger Martello at Ennis High School. 
Petitions must be turned in at the School 
District Clerk’s office prior to 4 p.m. March 
28, 2019. No candidate may appear on the 
ballot unless he or she meets this deadline. 
If you have any questions about the trustee 
positions, please call Superintendent Casey 
Klasna at 682-4258.
(Pub. 1/17, 1/24, 2/7, 2/14, 3/7, 3/14) 
Ennis School
MNAXLP
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Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks
 announces hunter education class in Dillon

DILLION – Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks (FWP) is of-
fering a hunter education class 
at the Dillon Middle School on 
May 7, 8, 13, 14 and 16, from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. each night. 
The class is free and is re-
quired for most people to hunt 
in Montana.

In order to successfully 
complete the hunter education 
course, students must attend 
all five classroom sessions and 
pass a written test.  Field ex-
ercises will be completed on 
school grounds, and students 
need to be prepared for out-
door activity in cool evening 
temperatures.

Students must be at least 10 
years old to enroll.

Class enrollment will be 
capped at 35 students. Adult, 
online students seeking a field 
day must make other arrange-
ments by contacting one of the 
instructors listed below.

Online registration for the 
classes is required. Students 
may register at the Montana 
FWP website – http://fwp.
mt.gov — and follow the links 
to education, “hunter educa-
tion programs” and “find a 
class.” A parental Acknowl-
edgment of Risk Form and a 
Student Code of Conduct must 
be downloaded, completed and 
handed in on May 7. Students 
will not be admitted to class if 
these forms are not completed 
and handed in at the first class.

Students are required to 
read and answer the quiz ques-
tions of the Montana Hunter 

Education Manual prior to 
May 7. The manual can be ob-
tained from the Dillon Middle 
School Office or the FWP of-
fice in Dillon at 730 N. Mon-
tana St.  Students will not be 
admitted to the class if the as-
signment is not completed.

Parents are welcome to at-
tend the classes. An additional 
hunter education course will 
be offered in August.

For further information on 
hunter education, please call 
Kerry Wahl at 406-490-0956 
or Craig Fager at 406-683-
9305.

HELENA – The Montana 
Sage Grouse Oversight Team 
(MSGOT) has opened its second 
grant application cycle for con-
servation projects to benefit sage 
grouse and their habitat.

“Habitat conservation is a 
key component of Montana’s 
conservation strategy, especial-
ly on private lands, where most 
of Montana’s sage grouse live,” 
said Carolyn Sime, Sage Grouse 
Habitat Conservation Program 
Manager. “The purpose of these 
grants is to maintain, enhance, 
and restore sage grouse habitats, 
while at the same time creating 
mitigation sites that can be used 
to offset impacts of development 
elsewhere.”

The 2015 Montana Legisla-
ture created the grant opportu-
nity when it passed the Greater 
Sage Grouse Stewardship Act. 
Approximately $3.2 million is 
available.

Priority will be given to 
projects involving partnerships 
between public and private en-
tities, as well as projects that 
leverage matching funds. Qual-
ifying projects must be located 
at least in part on land in des-
ignated sage grouse habitats. 
Higher priority will be afforded 
to projects located in Montana’s 
Core Habitat Areas, but projects 
in General Habitat and the North 
Valley Connectivity Area that 
have high resource values will 
also be considered.

Sime noted potential projects 
could include reduction of co-
nifer encroachment; restoration 
or improvement of sagebrush 
health; restoration of cropland to 
grazing lands; incentives to re-
duce conversion of native sage-
brush rangelands to other land 
uses; conservation leases and 
conservation easements having 
a minimum duration of 15 years.

MSGOT especially wel-
comes applications for projects 
that restore or enhance sage 
grouse habitats or that engage 
private landowners who ordi-
narily would not participate in 
mitigation or other habitat con-
servation opportunities.

Conservation agencies and 
organizations are eligible to re-
ceive funds.  Organizations and 

agencies must hold and maintain 
conservation easements or leas-
es or be directly involved in sage 
grouse conservation activities 
approved by MSGOT. Private 
citizens are not eligible to re-
ceive funds directly and should 
work with a sponsoring agency 
or organization.

The application process en-
tails a Pre-Proposal review of 
the project by the Program. This 
requires would-be applicants 
to determine key details about 
the project in advance to make 
sure it conforms to requirements 
of the Stewardship Act and the 
grant opportunity. This step also 
allows the Program to review 
potential projects and provide 
feedback to would-be applicants 
to help them decide whether to 
submit a more detailed Com-
plete Application for MSGOT’s 
formal consideration.

Completed Pre-Propos-
al Forms must be received by 
March 30, 2019, via email at 
sagegrouse@mt.gov.

Details on the application 
process are available on the 
Montana Sage Grouse Habitat 
Conservation Program web site 
at https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/
grants.html. 

Also, two conference calls 
to answer questions on the ap-
plication process will be hosted 
by Program staff on Thursday, 
March 7, 2019, from 12 – 1 p.m. 
and on Friday, March 8, 2019, 
from 9 – 10 a.m. The call-in 
number for both sessions is (406) 
449-7478, with Conference ID 
number 2307#.

Interested parties may also 
schedule a one-on-one call with 

Program staff. To schedule a 
call, send a request to CSime2@
mt.gov.    

Complete Applications 
will be due in early May 2019.  
Complete applications will be 
reviewed by the Sage Grouse 
Habitat Program and indepen-
dent subject matter experts.  
The Program will also apply 
the MSGOT-approved habitat 
quantification tool to determine 
the quality and quantity of sage 
grouse habitat within the project 
area that would be available to 
offset impacts of development 
elsewhere.

As required by the Steward-
ship Act, applications will also 
be made available for public re-
view on the Program’s web site. 
MSGOT is expected to select 
grant recipients during a regu-
larly scheduled public meeting 
in the fall of 2019. 

In the first grant cycle 
through four projects, Steward-
ship Account funds conserved 
43,148 acres of sage grouse habi-
tat.  About $2.8 million from the 
Account was leveraged with an 
additional $6.6 million in match-
ing funds from federal and pri-
vate sources.

The Montana Sage Grouse 
Habitat Conservation Program 
works to sustain viable sage 
grouse populations and conserve 
habitat, enabling Montanans to 
maintain control of their lands, 
wildlife, and economy by avoid-
ing a listing of the Greater Sage-
grouse under the federal Endan-
gered Species Act.  The future 
of sage grouse in Montana will 
depend on our collective efforts.

Sage grouse program seeking grant applications

HELENA – As the nation observes Problem Gam-
bling Awareness Month, the Montana Department of 
Justice (DOJ) and the Montana Council on Problem 
Gambling are partnering once again to remind the 
public that help is available.

The Montana Council on Problem Gambling, a 
nonprofit organization which funds outpatient treat-
ment for problem gambling through contracts with 
over 20 providers in the state, reports the need for help 
has been steady. Last year, the Council served nearly 
1,700 patients. Data shows each participating provid-
er averaged one additional client served per month in 
2018 compared to 2017.

DOJ’s Gambling Control Division and the Coun-
cil have collaborated for the past two years on an 
outreach campaign to increase awareness of problem 
gambling and provide free help for those in need of 
support. Materials advertising the Montana Council 
on Problem Gambling’s free 24-hour helpline (888-
900-9979) have been distributed across the state; they 
includecoasters and window decals, magnets, and 
counter mats.

“The partnership between the Montana Council 
on Problem Gambling and the Department of Jus-
tice has successfully reached and helped individuals 
who need treatment,” Attorney General Tim Fox said. 
Montanans struggling with problem gambling who 
don’t a referral for free treatment can call the Council’s 
helpline at (888) 900-9979 

Brad Longcake, Executive Director of Montana 
Council on Problem Gambling, said “We continue 
to build and strengthen our network of counselors 
across the state. Many Montanans don’t know about 
the Council, or that we offer counseling at no cost to 
clients. Oftentimes, individuals are identified in rela-
tion to other addictive issues through our counselor 
network.” Longcake added, “Although problem gam-
bling is not at the forefront of most people’s minds, 
it’s actually a common problem facing our friends and 
neighbors across Montana. The Council will continue 
to provide help for anyone who needs it.”

The warning signs of problem gambling include 
a preoccupation with gambling, a need to gamble 
with increasing amounts of money, and attempting to 
make up losses by additional gambling. Individuals 
who need help are encouraged to call the helpline at 
(888) 900-9979 or one of the Gamblers Anonymous 
hotlines available in Montana. For more information, 
visithttp://www.mtproblemgambling.org/ or www.do-
jmt.gov/gaming.

Free treatment for problem gambling is available

March is Gambling 
Problem Awareness Month

Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
Quinn Diamond, Owner

E. Madison - Virginia City - $285,000
• 0.809+/-acres • 3bd, 3 ba, 2496 +/- sf • ranch home, 

walkout basement • open floor plan, circle cut wood floors• 
panoramic views, 15 min to Ennis • 4th non conforming 

bedroom• basement has large rec room with bar

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

Madison Drive (Golf Course) - Ennis - $374,900
•.5+/-acres • 4bd, 3 ba, 3000 +/- sq ft • river rock 
fireplace, wood stove • finished basement • on the 

2nd fairway of Ennis golf course • large 4 car garage, 
fenced backyard, outstanding views

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Lot 37 Pronghorn Meadows  - Ennis - $59,000
• 8.82 acres • Set back from the road • Barn,  

Community Center • Unobstructed views of the 
Madison Mountain Range • 3 miles to town, fishing 

and golf • Strong covenants to protect your investment

Montana Way - Ennis - $549,000
• 3bd 3ba, 3168+/-sq ft  1.94+/- acres • river rock 

fireplace, open floor plan• massive mountain views, 
newer log home • equestrian and community center • 

wildlife corridors

Madison River Ranch - Cameron - $1,800,000
• 5 bd, 6 ba, 4200 +/- sf • 20+/- acres  magnificent log 
compound • copper counters, rock fireplace • private 

Madison River fishing • guest house and garages 
• borders forest service, mountain views

Gone West Ranch - Ennis - $695,000
• 4 bd, 3 ba, 3120 +/- sf • 13.30 acres, huge mountain 
views • newer log home equipment barn • horse barn 

(6 stalls),loafing sheds,tack room • granite counters, 
stone fireplace, vaulted ceilings • close to hunting, 

fishing, riding, town

 US Highway 287S - Cameron - $445,000 
• 2 bd, 2 ba, 2880 +/- sf • 19.72 acres, amazing Sphinx 
views •  newer log home, burled log details •  detached 

garage, drive in drive out doors • on demand water heater, 
stainless appliances • close to hunting, fishing, riding, town

Antelope Meadows - Ennis - $549,000
• 5 bd, 3 ba, 4976 +/- sq ft 7.6 +/- acres • radiant heat, 

wood stove, hardwood floors • vaulted ceiling,custom island 
and woodwork • large deck, 2car garage + 2.5 car shop • 

custom patio, partially fenced, rec &amp; bonus room

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED

Call Jenny 
Rohrback 

406.868.3175

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

Looking 
TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY?  

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY

Serving SW Montana
montanagilmore@gmail.com

Winter getting to you? 

LAURA GILMORE
Real Estate Broker

406.570.8729

 CALL ME TODAY 

Buying someplace else? 
Let me refer you to an agent in my 

extensive network!
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
Prayer meeting 6 p.m.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
“Today the confirmations of the 
Kingdom of Abha are with those 

who renounce themselves, forget 
their own opinions, cast aside 

personalities and are thinking of the 
welfare of others.... Whosoever is 

occupied with himself is wandering 
in the desert of heedlessness and 
regret. The ‘Master Key’ to self-

mastery is self-forgetting. The road 
to the palace of life is through the 

path of renunciation.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 
you plan to dine in.

• Thursday, March 14 – Chicken parmesan, veggies, 
garlic bread, dessert,  Red Hat Ladies.

• Friday, March 15 – Corned beef & cabbage, pota-
toes, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, March 18 – Chicken fajitas, Spanish rice, 
fruit, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Tuesday March19 – Pulled pork sandwich, slaw, 
potato salad, dessert, pan at 12:45 p.m.

• Wednesday March 20  – Broccoli cheese soup, sal-
ad, roll, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Thursday, March 21 – Turkey, stuffing, cranber-
ries, veggies, dessert, Happy Birthday

• Friday, March 22 – Shrimp, hush puppies, slaw, 
dessert, pinochle, at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located 
at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star 
to Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-
5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors 
may choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for 
$3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered 
meals are within the city limits of Sheridan and should 
be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-
5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tues-
day & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, March 14 – Beef stroganoff over rice, 
veggie, roll, dessert.

• Tuesday, March 19 – Fish and chips, dessert.
• Thursday, March 21 – Spaghetti with meatballs, 

veggie, garlic toast, dessert.

Twin Bridges 
Senior Center 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated. Activities include bingo each 
Monday, cards on Wednesday. The Senior Center 
Group meets the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

TWIN BRIDGES – Twin Bridges 
6th grader Ben Humbert, son of Hans 
and Sheran Humbert, has been noti-
fied by the National Geographic Soci-
ety that he is one of the semifinalists 
eligible to compete in the 2019 Mon-
tana State GeoBee Competition.

The contest will be held at Muse-
um of the Rockies on Friday, March 
29, 2019.

This is the second level of the Na-
tional Geographic GeoBee competi-
tion, which is now in its 31st  year. 

School GeoBees were held in 
schools with 4th through 8th grade 
students throughout the state to deter-
mine each school’s champion. 

School champions then took an 
online qualifying test, which they 
submitted to the National Geographic 
Society. 

The National Geographic Society 
has invited up to 100 of the top-scor-
ing students in each of the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, U.S. De-
partment of Defense dependents and 
U.S. territories to compete in the State 
GeoBees.

The Geobee was developed by the 

National Geographic Society in 1988 
to promote geographic knowledge 
among young people in the United 
States, the National Geographic Geo-
Bee is an academic competition for 
public schools, private schools, and 
homeschools in the United States and 
its territories. Students in grades 4 - 8 
from nearly 10,000 schools participate 
annually for a chance to win college 
scholarships and the glory of being the 
National Geographic GeoBee Cham-
pion. 

Over more than three decades, 120 
million students have learned about 
the world through participation in the 
GeoBee.

At school GeoBees this year, stu-
dents had to answer questions like 
these: 

• At more than 100 miles in length, 
Long Island is the longest barrier is-
land in which state-Kentucky or New 
York? (Answer - New York)

• Which state is closer to the Gulf 
of Mexico-Virginia or Arkansas? (An-
swer – Arkansas)

• It takes about 90 days for a drop 
of water to travel the length of the 

Mississippi River. The Mississippi 
River starts in Minnesota and flows 
2,340 miles south to its outlet in which 
state-Louisiana or South Carolina? 
(Answer -  Louisiana)

• The Magdalena River, the prin-
cipal river of Colombia, flows through 
the city of Barranquilla near the Ca-
ribbean Sea on which continent? (An-
swer - South America) 

• Which animal famous for its tusk 
spends most of the winter months un-
der the sea ice in Baffin Bay between 
Canada and Greenland – emperor 
penguin or narwhal? (Answer – nar-
whal) 

• Which country does not include 
part of the Kalahari Desert--Namibia, 
Botswana, or Eritrea? (Answer – Er-
itrea) 

This year, National Geograph-
ic increased the prize money for all 
State GeoBees: State champions will 
receive a medal, $1,000 in cash, and 
other prizes, as well as a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., to represent their state in 
the National Championship to be held 
at National Geographic Society head-
quarters, May 19-22, 2019. Students 

that come in second and third place 
will receive cash awards of $300 and 
$100, respectively. 

Each State Champion will ad-
vance to the National Championship 
and compete for cash awards and col-
lege scholarships. 

In 2019, the national champion will 
receive a $25,000 college scholarship, 
$1,000 in cash, a lifetime membership 
in the National Geographic Society, 
and an all-expenses-paid Lindblad 
expedition to the Galápagos Islands 
aboard the National Geographic En-
deavour II.

The second place winner will re-
ceive at $10,000 college scholarship 
and $1,000 in cash; third place will re-
ceive a $5,000 college scholarship and 
$1,000 in cash; and seven runners-up 
will receive $1,000 in cash each. 

For more information on the Na-
tional Geographic GeoBee visit www.
natgeobee.org. 

To follow the National competition 
at National Geographic Headquarters 
in Washington, D.C., on May 19-22 at 
natgeoed.org/experiences. 

Twin 6th grader headed to MT National Geographic GeoBee competition

Twin Bridges 6th grader Ben Humbert, son of Hans and Sher-
an Humbert, has been notified by the National Geographic 
Society that he is one of the semifinalists eligible to compete 
in the 2019 Montana State GeoBee Competition. (Submitted)
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 3/15  MATHIAS   
Acoustic Rock
SAT 3/16 HEATHER LINGLE  
MonTexas Americana
SUN 3/17 HEADWATERS
Acoustic Blues

M
US

IC
 T

HI
S 

W
EE

K

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net 
for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Monday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

Willie’s Distillery Trivia Night
Thursdays at 312 Main St., Ennis, 6 p.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
They Shall Not Grow Old-WW1 Documentary (R)

Now playing:
How To Train Your Dragon:The Hidden World (PG)

Trivia NighT every Thursday sTarTiNg aT 6 pm 
Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come joiN The FuN, LisTeN To some greaT music aNd

eNjoy spiriTs wiTh a wesTerN FLavor!!
Friday, march 15Th: marcedes carroLL
Friday, march 22Nd: LeFT For dead

Friday, march 29Th: ruby vaLLey boys 
& barbwire

Friday, apriL 5Th: FaN mouNTaiN Frog dogs
Friday, apriL 12Th: sTeve rose & cameroN gibsoN

ask abouT our weekLy boTTLiNg parTies

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

Saturday 
March 16

Bric Brac Bonanza Sale, 
Twin Bridges

Free to the public! Some-
thing for everyone at this sur-
plus crafts and products sale. 
Graduates, birthdays, thank 
yous and much more. 10 a.m. 
at the Fairgrounds Round 
Building.

Lifestyle of the Rich and 
Fabulous Heart and Lungs, 
Ennis

Peggy Shumsky, MVMC 
Cardio-pulmonary Rehabili-
tation Coordinator, will give 
a presentation on heart and 
lung anatomy, disease and 
prevention in honor of March 
as National Heart and Lung 
Month. 11 a.m. at Madison 
Valley Public Library.

Chautauqua, Virginia 
City

Open to all seeking en-
tertainment! Each partici-
pant performs 1-2 songs or 
a 5-minute reading. Those 
wishing to be on stage are en-
couraged to call Toni at 843-

5454. Admission by donation 
at the Elling House Arts & 
Humanities Center. Potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., performances at 
7:30.

Sunday 
March 17

St. Paddy’s Dance and So-
cial, Ennis

Celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day at the Ennis Senior Cen-
ter with dancing, goodies and 
raffles, with prizes donated 
by local businesses. 4-7 p.m., 
RSVP at 682-4422. Adults 
$8, seniors and children $6.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
at the Elks, Virginia City

Celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day with a classic dinner of 
corned beef, potatoes, cab-
bage, carrots and rolls. Top 
off your dinner with grass-
hopper pie. Bar opens at 5 
p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. $15 
at the door, 114 W. Wallace 
Street.

Monday 
March 18

TBCA March Madness 
Calcutta Auction, Twin 
Bridges

College Basketball Team 
Auction at the Blue Anchor. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., auc-
tion starts at 6. Payouts at 
every round. Free food spon-
sored by the Twin Bridges 
Community Association.

Wednesday
March 20

Lenten Breakfast at Trini-
ty Episcopal, Jeffers

Breakfast hosted at 7 a.m. 
every Wednesday of Lent by 
a different Madison Valley 
church. Join us for food and 
fellowship at Trinity Episco-
pal this week!

Thursday
March 21

MVHA Meeting, Ennis
The Madison Valley His-

tory Association will host 
a meeting and program by 
Gary Forney about the life of 

Katherine Ennis, followed by 
cake and ice cream in honor 
of William Ennis’s birthday. 
4 p.m. at the Ennis Senior 
Center.

Saturday 
March 23

Fire Department Cake-
walk, Virginia City

Join the VC Fire Depart-
ment for a cakewalk! Bring 
your family and a cake to the 
Elks Lodge. Cash bar, cup-
cakes for the kiddos and a 
DJ spinning classic tunes all 
evening. 6 p.m.

Wednesday 
March 27

Lenten Breakfast at Madi-
son Valley Presbyterian

Join us for the third Lent-
en breakfast, hosted by Mad-
ison Valley Presbyterian. 
Food and fellowship as we 
celebrate the season, 7 a.m. 
326 Hugel Street.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Each 
spring, members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives sponsor a nation-
wide high school visual art compe-
tition. The competition recognizes 
and encourages artistic talent in the 
nation as well as in each congressio-
nal district.

Congressman Greg Gianforte 
on Monday, February 4, invited 
high school students in Montana to 
participate in the 2019 Congressio-
nal Art Competition.

“The Congressional Art Com-
petition provides Montana’s high 
school students an opportunity to 
showcase their artistic talents. The 
winning submission will be hung in 
the U.S. Capitol where hundreds of 
thousands of visitors can see the art-
work of one of Montana’s most tal-
ented young artists,” Gianforte said. 
“It will also be one of my reminders 
of home.”

The 2019 Congressional Art 
Competition is open to all high 
school students in Montana. Partic-
ipants must photograph and email 
their artwork to montana.art@mail.
house.gov. 

Entries must be received by Fri-
day, April 26, 2019.

Only one submission per stu-
dent is allowed.

The winning student will have 
his or her artwork displayed in the 
U.S. Capitol for one year. The win-
ner also will receive two free airline 
tickets to Washington, D.C. to at-
tend the exhibit opening in June.

To learn more, view the com-
plete rules, and download entry 
forms, please visit https://gianforte.
house.gov/services/congressio-
nal-art-competition. Teachers and 
students are encouraged to contact 
Rep. Gianforte’s office at 202-225-
3211.

Rep. Gianforte announces 2019 
Congressional Art Competition

HELENA – Gov. Steve Bullock and the Agriculture Development Coun-
cil have announced the recipients of $447,300 in grants to agricultural busi-
nesses and organizations. A total of 20 businesses and organizations were 
awarded funds through the Growth Through Agriculture (GTA) program.

 “From hops to aquaculture, this year’s crop of grants from the Growth 
Through Agriculture program are a great reflection of the growing diversity 
of Montana’s ag industry,” said Governor Bullock. 

“The GTA program was established by the legislature to strengthen and 
diversify Montana’s agriculture industry by developing new agricultural 
products and processes. GTA grants and loans are awarded by the Agricul-
ture Development Council, a seven member committee appointed by the 
Governor. GTA funding requires the investment of at least $1 in matching 
funds for every $1 in grant or loan assistance received.

For more information on the Montana Department of Agriculture, visit 
agr.mt.gov.

Gov. Bullock, Ag Development Council offer 
$400,000 in Agriculture Grants
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