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BUTTE – With divisional tournaments taking place all over the state last weekend, the 
Western C division did not disappoint, with 24 games that featured some upsets and some 
pretty predictable outcomes.

Girls
The district champion Ennis lady Mustangs faltered in their first game of the tourna-

ment on Thursday, February 21, falling by a 10-point margin to Arlee, a perennial appear-
ance on the state stage. Jourdain Klein and Amanda Russell each contributed 11 points, 
but it wasn’t enough to stop Arlee’s Alyssia Vanderburg’s 23 and Nellie Desjarlais’s 17. The 
Mustangs would fall 53-43 and move into the consolation bracket.

But it would be the only misstep of the tournament for Ennis, who won their next three 
games against Darby (66-30), West Yellowstone (51-25) and Manhattan Christian (45-23). 
Manhattan Christian was the only team ranked in the top 10 statewide coming into the 
tournament, sitting in the 10th space, but they would miss out on a chance to move on the 
championship game, a narrow 60-55 between Charlo and Arlee.

But as it has all season, the court belonged to seniors Klein and Whitney McKitrick for 
their last weekend on the high school basketball court. McKitrick, who will join Ennis’s 
brand-new softball team for the spring season, notched over 60 points for the tournament, 
while Klein added more than 40 more. Klein will take to the track this spring before heading 
off to join the Montana State Bobcats’ volleyball team this fall.

Twin Bridges boys basketball team (Submitted)

Twin Bridges boys 
keep hope alive with 

challenge game
Mustangs fall just short of state tourney

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

TOURNEY continued on A2

NORRIS – A stretch of the highway between Norris and Bozeman 
was shut down for several hours on Friday night, February 22, when a 
truck towing an oversized load of hay collided with a delivery vehicle, 
according to the Madison County Sheriff’s Department.

Just after 5 p.m., a westbound truck carrying the hay crossed the cen-
ter line about seven miles east of Norris and tipped over.

Highway 84 crash takes life
Truck collision east of Norris shuts down 

highway for several hours

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

CRASH continued on A2

A delivery truck and an oversized hay hauler collided, resulting in 
a fatality, Friday, February 22. (C. Leonard)

ENNIS – The Ennis school board covered 
a lot of ground at their monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, February 20, beginning with 
comments from two staff members on new 
programs.

Staff comments
Intervention specialist Twyla Swanson 

provided an update to the board on the pro-
gram she oversees, which was first approved 
last spring. Swanson works to identify stu-
dents in grades K-8 who are struggling in 
reading or math and may need some extra 
help.

 After identifying which students may be 
at risk via testing, Swanson and her team add 
an extra 30 - 40 minutes of instruction in the 
relevant areas to help ensure that students are 
on track with their age group and grade level.

“They all have the same information,” she 
says. “It’s just in their learning style.”

Swanson says her team is working with 31 
students in reading and 35 in math, and that 
so far, the results of the program have been 
very positive in helping keep those students 
on track. 

She says identifying where students are 
struggling early can help ensure that they’re 
ready to make the transition from elementary 
into middle school, or middle into high school. 
The intervention program can also be used to 
identify which students may have learning 
disabilities like dyslexia and get them the ad-
aptations that will help them succeed.

Next to present to the board was food and 
culinary science teacher and GROWW pro-
gram coordinator Jamie Diehl, who presented 
a new curriculum from the Office of Public 
Instruction (OPI) that allows students who 
are in career or technical education classes to 
log the amount of time they spend working on 
those technical skills. 

Diehl said the OPI has funded a program 
of trainings for teachers and an online appli-
cation that allows students to build resumes, 
log hours, update skillsets and even see the 
economic impacts of their technical educa-
tion in their communities. 

“What this has created for the first time 
is a framework for work-based learning and 
career exploration opportunities,” Diehl told 
the board. She likened it to a similar program 
that students in FFA and agricultural classes 
can already use, but translated to a career and 
technical education context. It will also pro-
vide data on statewide trends in those areas to 
the OPI and see the importance of technical 
education in Montana, especially rural areas 
like Madison County.

Principal report
Elementary principal Brian Hilton provid-

ed an update to the board, including a recap 
of the recent spelling bee and science fair, 
as well as a survey Ennis Schools put out to 
gauge the priorities of parents in regard to the 
schools’ academic calendar.

Ennis school 
board talks 
legislature

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS continued on A2

ENNIS – Walk across the Highway 287 
bridge over Odell Creek south of town and 
you will see a rather scary sight, a huge slug 
of water roaring under the bridge, mere inch-
es away from cresting the concrete edge of 
the bridge.

This increase in flow is the result of ice 
gorging, a natural phenomenon that takes 
place after a string of bitter cold days; when 
ice forms on a river, collects, builds up, then 
creates icy dams that divert the normal flow 
of water into either new channels or a pond, 
flooding low-lying areas.

The ice gorge on the Madison River, for 
example, has been building for the last sev-
eral weeks. Currently, it has backed up water, 
flooding the southern and eastern meadows 
around town; including the Valley Garden 
and Ennis Fishing Access Sites (FAS). These 
FAS have been closed for the last several 
weeks as the Madison’s ice gorge has grown.

And Ennis is not the only place contend-
ing with ice gorging. Similar issues are taking 
place on the Jefferson and Rosebud rivers.

Madison River
According to Martin Holtmyer, Montana 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Region 3 FAS fore-
man, ice gorges are a natural occurrence that 
take place most winters and Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks (FWP) just “deals with it.”

Holtmyer said ice gorges and jams redi-
rect the flow of water, and FWP closes FAS 
– not that many trout anglers are out fishing 
when it’s sub-zero weather – because it is a 

safety issue for people to be in those areas.
Valley Garden and Ennis were closed 

earlier this month. due to “flooding and other 
dangerous conditions”

Holtmyer said FWP tries to be proactive 
when it comes to dealing with ice gorging: 
FWP removes all picnic tables and fencing 
that might be impacted by gorging, but the 
primary problem is road work: When gorging 
channels water towards alternative channels, 
the water can tear out roads. What work needs 
to be done depends on the damage wrought. 
Typically FWP cleans up trees and other de-
bris washed into FAS by gorging.

However, Holtmyer noted that two win-
ters ago (2016-17) water moved by ice gorg-
ing created a substantial hole at the entrance 
to the Ennis FAS. “It got ugly,” he said. 

Historically, ice gorges can occur from 
Ennis Lake upstream to Varney Bridge, al-
though the jams have occasionally gone fur-
ther south in severe winters.

Jefferson, other rivers
According to Twin Bridges Maintenance 

Supervisor Sam Novich, on Monday, Febru-
ary 25, the Big Hole and Beaverhead rivers 
were “flowing right where they were all win-
ter.”

Downstream, where the junction of these 
rivers form the Jefferson River, according to 
Holtmyer, ice jams were forming and creating 
problems at FWP’s fishing access sites.

Madison River ice gorging causes flooding
JOHN D. TAYLOR

editor@madisoniannews.com

This scene, at Valley Garden FAS, shows the extent of the flood-
ing – and subsequent freezing – as a result of the Madison Riv-
er’s flow being diverted by ice gorging. (J. Taylor photos) ICE continued on A3



Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729

sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
& Adolescents

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Insurance Accepted.

ELECTRONIC SUPPLY
 (406) 682-7858
(406) 596-1513

mtnvw@3rivers.net

Jim Forsberg
Mountain View TV & Satellite, Inc.

6 Sunrise Loop Ste B
Ennis, MT 59729

HARDY DRYWALL

Drywall 
with 

Strength &
honor.

FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

596-3137

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

CONFORMING 
MORTGAGE 

FIXED RATES
30 Years - .000% points

4.125%
(4.242% APR)

15 Years - .000% points

3.750%
(3.954% APR)

4.5%
(4.879% APR)

AUTO 
LOAN 
RATES

As low as

Rates subject to change without notice, APR calculation is based on 
a $200,000.00 loan amount with a 1% loan origination fee, $125.00 
processing fee, $334.00 document processing fee, $275.00 settle-
ment fee, $20.00 tracking fee, $11.95 MERS fee, $4.00 life of loan 
flood determination, $4.00 transcript fee 15 days of prepaid interest 
and *discount point fee as stated above.

Rates subject to change with-
out notice, APR calculation 
based on $20,000.00 loan 
amount with a $149.00 loan 
fee, 48 monthly payments of 
$459.67 on approved credit.

Welcome to Madison Valley Bank, where our customers 
own their futures. Our low interest rates, flexible loan 
options, and first-name service make home and auto 
ownership happen today for successful tomorrows.

Stop by your local branch to see how our small 
bank can help you make big things happen.

Ennis | Boulder | Montana City | West Yellowstone 
www.madisonvalleybank.com

Parents were able to voice 
what they would most like to see 
as the administration puts togeth-
er the calendar for the 2019-2020 
school year: a late-starting school 
year in September, early release 
in May, placement of spring break 
and number of days provided for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. Hilton 
said that data was collected and 
would be provided to the calendar 
committee before a proposed cal-
endar is presented to the board. 

“It provided a lot of good feed-
back,” Hilton said. “We plan on 
doing this again in the future.”

Hilton also provided some 
less-positive news to the board: 
Ennis is at risk of having to shut-
ter its Comprehensive School and 
Community Treatment (CSCT) 
program. The program, which 
partners with the OPI, Depart-
ment of Public Health and Human 
Services and Children’s Mental 
Health Bureau, provides help to 
children with behavioral disor-
ders and in-school mental and be-
havior healthcare services. 

Ennis’s CSCT program has 
been without a full staff for sev-
eral months and a potential ad-
ditional staff member recently 
backed out of the position, putting 
the school up against a deadline 
as OPI says a school can only go 
a certain amount of time without 
having a full staff. Hilton says he 

plans to petition Altacare, who 
provides healthcare, and the OPI 
to save the program.

“I haven’t given up,” Hilton 
told the board. “We need to have 
something.”

Super’s report
Superintendent Casey Klasna 

followed the principals’ reports 
with an overview of his recent ac-
tivities, which included attending 
proceedings at the state legisla-
ture and traveling to California 
for the American School Superin-
tendents’ Association conference.

Klasna has been tracking 
relevant bills in the state legis-
lature, which cover everything 
from school funding laws and 
the effects of inflation on allo-
cated funds to special education 
funding for co-ops, such as the 
Madison-Gallatin co-op that 
Ennis Schools is a part of, and 
a potential voted levy for school 
safety. He promised to continue 
updating the board as those bills 
proceed through the legislature 
this spring.

Klasna said the highlight of 
the ASSA conference was the 
networking opportunities and the 
variety of breakout sessions that 
allowed him to learn about new 
practices to bring back to Ennis 
School District. He noted that he 
sat in on a discussion on safe-

ty that included speakers from 
Parkland and Sandy Hook, both 
sites that saw devastating school 
shootings in recent years. 

He brought this up again lat-
er in the meeting when the board 
was presented with an agreement 
document between the district 
and local law enforcement, in-
cluding both Ennis Police and the 
Madison County Sheriff’s Office. 

“They said, the number one 
thing you need to have in a situa-
tion like that is a good partnership 
with your law enforcement,” said 
Klasna. “It was really nice to sit 
down and talk with these guys.” 

The board unanimously ap-
proved the agreement, which al-
lows local law enforcement im-
mediate access to school property 
in the event of an emergency. The 
district also partners with Ennis 
police chief John Moore, who 
serves as the School Resource 
Officer and makes regular ap-
pearances on campus to ensure 
that students and staff are famil-
iar and comfortable seeing and 
interacting with him.

Other business at the Ennis 
February school board meeting:

• The board approved an 
amended resolution that would 
allow the district an additional 
$5,900 for its general fund due 
to an increase in enrollment. 

Schools who see and maintain an 
increase of 4 percent or more are 
eligible to petition for additional 
funding in the second half of the 
school year.

• Klasna provided a facilities 
update, in which a legally-man-
dated report showed what he re-
ferred to as “mild deficiencies” in 
some of the school property. Klas-
na identified those deficiencies as 
a few cracks in cement and tile 
floors, and the board approved the 
school’s facilities manager to pro-
ceed in addressing those issues. If 
deficiencies are not addressed, the 
state sometimes restricts access 
to certain funds.

• The board approved four vol-
unteer coaches for the upcoming 
softball season who will help lead 
Ennis’s brand-new team under 
head coach Andy Thomas. The 
volunteers will help coach in the 
specifics of softball skills like 
pitching and batting.

• The board also approved 
assistant coaches for junior high 
track and high school golf as rec-
ommended by athletic director 
Chris Hess, provided those two 
teams post high enough turnout 
numbers to warrant the addition-
al coaching staff. The first day of 
practice for spring sports is com-
ing up quickly on March 11.

The eastbound delivery truck 
then collided with the tipped ve-
hicle. The two trucks blocked the 
highway, which was shut down by 
Montana Highway Patrol until the 
early hours of Saturday morning.

The Madison County Sheriff’s 

Office responded to the scene, 
along with Montana Highway Pa-
trol, Ennis Ambulance and Gall-
atin County Emergency Services. 
The driver and passenger of the 
eastbound truck were transport-
ed to Bozeman Health Hospital 

with non-life-threatening injuries, 
while the driver and only occu-
pant of the westbound truck was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

The fatality victim was later 
identified as 32-year-old Randy 
Kevin Nielsen of Richmond, Utah.

Montana Highway Patrol 
continues to investigate the cir-
cumstances of the crash, but no 
alcohol or drugs were thought to 
be involved.

Boys
While the girls’ bracket includ-

ed only one top-10 team, on the 
boys’ side there were four, includ-
ing the top two Class C schools in 
the state: the Arlee Warriors and 
the Manhattan Christian Eagles. 

Twin Bridges came in ranked 
fifth, while 10th place Darby was 
also represented. As the tour-
nament kicked off on Thursday, 
things went about as could be ex-
pected, with one notable upset. Top 
seed Arlee easily defeated Drum-
mond 72-53 to advance, while 
Manhattan Christian trumped Al-
berton-Superior by a whopping 67-
25. But the 10th seed Darby fell to 
unranked Gardiner 56-44, sending 
them into the losers’ bracket.

Twin Bridges showed their 
strength as they have all season, 
defeating Charlo in their first-
round game 62-43. The top scorer 
of the game may have been Char-
lo’s Landers Smith with 18, but 
with nobody else breaking into the 
double digits it was Twin’s Daniel 
Kruer with 14, Jack Hughs with 
13 and Nate Konen with 12 who 
pushed the Falcons to a 19-point 
victory.

But Twin would have to take 
down both of the top teams in 
Class C to earn a berth at state, 
and second-ranked Manhattan 
Christian proved a worthy adver-
sary in the Falcons’ second round 
game, eking out a 12-point win 

and handing Twin their first loss 
of the season. Manhattan’s Caleb 
Bellach ran away with 25 points, 
and while the Falcons had a strong 
first quarter outscoring the Eagles 
12-7. By halftime it was 30-21 in 
Manhattan’s favor and that lead 
would only grow.

So, Twin Bridges dropped into 
the consolation bracket on Satur-
day, February 23 and would end 
the tournament with only one loss, 
the first of the year. The Falcons 
first played Darby, ending the Ti-
gers’ season in a narrow 54-49. 
Just hours later they ended the 

season of the Gardiner Bruins by 
a more comfortable margin of 64-
53, overpowering a 21-point game 
by Gardiner’s Jacob Perius. 

Carlie and Daniel Kruer com-
bined 30 points against Gardiner, 
while Konen added 14 more and 
Hughs tipped in 10. 

Hughs and Daniel Kruer would 
end the tournament with 51 and 50 
points, respectively, while Konen 
added 40 and Bryce Nye was right 
behind with 39. Even in the losers’ 
bracket, though, there was still 
hope for the Falcons going into 
Tuesday, February 26.

Because the Falcons, who end-
ed up third in the divisional tour-
nament, didn’t play second-place 
Arlee in the course of the week-
end, they had the option to chal-
lenge for a berth in the state play-
offs. They did so and played Arlee 
on Tuesday evening for a chance 
to sweep the runner-up slot from 
under the Warriors. Unfortunate-
ly, that game took place after the 
Madisonian had gone to press, so 
see 406mtsports.com or the Mad-
isonian Facebook page for scores 
and statistics of the Twin Bridges 
vs. Arlee challenge game.

TOURNEY  continued from A1:  Twin Bridges boys keep b-ball hope alive with challenge game

A jubilant Twin Bridges boys basketball team following winning at district playoffs. (Gail Banks)

ENNIS  continued from A1:  School board covers a lot of ground at February meeting

CRASH  continued from A1:             Highway 84 accident claims a life, other driver injured

ENNIS – February is National Heart 
Month.

Heart disease is the leading cause of 
death for both men and women in the 
United States. 

Heart disease surpassed cancer in 
women a few years ago. 

Heredity is the number one cause for 
heart disease. A sedentary lifestyle, un-
healthy diet choices (including highly 
processed, salted and saturated fats) and 
stress are the other main causes.

The American Heart Association rec-
ommends 150 minutes of exercise each 
week. Making our own food, rather than 
relying on packaged foods is one of the 
best ways to decrease processing, salt and 
fats. Yoga, meditation and/or prayer are 
ways to assist in stress reduction. 

Frank Callaway, a patient who gradu-
ated from Madison Valley Medical Cen-
ter Cardiac Rehab, stated that looking 
back he had “all major” symptoms but did 
not know it. These included being short 
of breath, dizzy and swelling of his legs 
and ankles over a six-month period. He 
always had an annual physical, and when 
he did, he was told he was in great shape 
for his age.

Frank ended up with five blockages in 
his heart arteries that resulted in coronary 
bypass graft surgery. 

According to Frank, by the time 
he found out how sick he was his heart 

pumping was at 19 percent, normal is 
above 55. His heart pumping power now 
is 44 percent.

Frank stated that cardiac rehab is get-
ting off the floor, like a fighter who has 
been knocked down. 

He found that his legs and arms got 
stronger again, as well as his general 
strength. 

His endurance and exercise abilities 
increased two and a half times from the 
first day to the end of his 36 rehab ses-
sions. 

He was monitored by the cardiac re-
hab RN, who was overseeing his every 
move and wouldn’t let him work too hard. 
Being on the heart monitor and having his 
blood pressure checked gave him a sense 
of security while exercising. 

He credits rehab and medications for 
his successful recovery.

When asked what the changes were 
in his lifestyle since his heart surgery, he 
listed- taking better care of himself and 
a better appreciation for other people and 
medications. 

His wife, Anne, states that he is rest-
ing much better and the surgery and rehab 
have been “good on a lot of levels”; there 
is camaraderie and fun at MVMC cardiac 
rehab. 

He loves life now and continues to 
go to the gym and is following dietary 
changes he started during cardiac rehab.

Heart Month: Cardiac rehab patient shares heart health journey

Frank Callaway, a patient who graduated from 
Madison Valley Medical Center Cardiac Rehab
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However, Lori Ryan, state 
Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) spokesperson, said that 
the MDOT’s section man had 
monitored the Jefferson River on 
Monday, February 25 – “We’re 
always monitoring the river,” she 
said – and there were no problems, 
no gorging.

Further east, in Stillwater 
County Ice gorging and ice jams 
on West Rosebud Creek have 
caused water to channel through 
the entire Rosebud Isle FAS. The 
creek water is freezing, and caus-
ing dangerous conditions, includ-
ing flooded areas throughout the 
site.

No end in site
When will the gorging end?
“I wish I knew,” Holtmyer 

said, “It all depends on the thaw 
cycle and the weather. Whenever 
it moderates, that’s when it will 
end.” He anticipated that the thaw 
might come in mid-March.

The flooding caused by ice 
jams and gorging is a fact of life 
along many rivers and streams, 
according to the Montana Depart-

ment of Natural Resources and 
Conservation.

DNRC reminds residents that 
February and March have the 
greatest potential for ice jams, and 
conditions can change rapidly.

“Montana experiences the 
highest number of reported ice 
jams in the continental US, with 
most occurring in February and 
March” said DNRC Director John 
Tubbs. “Flooding can happen in 
any community and it can happen 
quickly. Residents in flood-prone 
areas should take steps to safe-
guard their families and property.”

Arin Peters, Senior Service 
Hydrologist with the National 
Weather Service Great Falls, has 
advised that the thick ice associat-
ed with ice jams forms when tem-
peratures are consistently low for 
extended periods of time.

Worby McNamee, a DNRC 
floodplain specialist, said it’s im-
portant that residents living near 
a river or stream develop a flood 
evacuation plan and consider the 
following steps:

• Purchase flood insurance. In 
most cases flood insurance must 

be purchased 30 days before a 
flooding event.

• Keep extra drinking water on 
hand. Flooding can compromise 
local water systems.

• Shovel or plow snow away 
from homes and structures.

• Be ready to transport valu-
ables or, where practical, elevate 
them.

The Montana All-Hazards 
Weather Monitor web site offers 
up-to-date information on stream 
flows and potential flood condi-
tions: http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/
byz/state/current.php?wfo=tfx

To learn more about the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, 
visit www.floodsmart.gov.

More than 80 percent of ice 
jams and associated flooding in 
Montana take place between Jan-
uary and March, with the highest 
number occurring in March. 

The greatest number of ice 
jams ever recorded in a single sea-
son was 75 in 1996.

For more information contact 
the Bozeman FWP office at 994-
4042.

ICE  continued from A1:          Ice gorging and ice dam causing flooding along on Madison River, between Ennis Lake and town 

ABOVE – Ice gorging on the Madison River north of Ennis.

BELOW LEFT – Huge chunks of ice like these collecting and damming theflow of theriver are 
thesource of ice gorges

BELOW RIGHT – The Ennis FAS is flooded and iced over.

ABOVE RIGHT – The meadow south of the Ennis FAS has been flooded by rising waters, the re-
sult of ice gorges. ABOVE LEFT – The Madison River channel bordered by ice, creating a gorge 
through which water flows.

BELOW – Odell Creek was flowing high and just under the concrete bridge that crosses the creek 
on Friday, February 22. Its waters are higher than usual due to a portion of the Madison River be-
ing pushed into the creek’s normal channel.

SHERIDAN – The Friends of the Sheridan Li-
brary are hosting several events:

Scam awareness
The Friends of the Sheridan Library in conjunc-

tion with the Madison County Sheriff’s Department, 
will host Retired Sheriff’s Deputy Dan Birdsill, 
who will present  a program on Scam Awareness on 
Sunday, February 24, 5pm at the Sheridan Public Li-
brary.

Scams are an increasing problem in this day of 
readily available telecommunications where our per-
sonal information is not guarded sufficiently by the 
companies and organizations to whom it is entrust-
ed.  Residents of Madison County are frequently tar-
geted by phone, mail and computer scammers, rang-
ing from solo operators working from their home 
computers to organizations with out-of-state call 
centers and other mass communications.  Ret. Depu-
ty Birdsill will talk about various types of scams and 
how we can recognize and protect ourselves from 
them.  The program is free and open to the public.

For more information, contact the Library at 842-
5770. 

Art display
The Friends’ Art Display currently features work 

by the KnitWits (a.k.a. The Twisted Threads), Sher-
idan’s own knitting circle, which meets each Thurs-
day at 2 pm at the Library. Ranging from sweaters, 
scarves and gloves to stuffed animals and afghans, 
this display showcases the creativity and sense of de-
sign of our local knitters.

There will be a Meet-And-Greet with the knit-
ters, with refreshments provided by the Friends, on 
Thursday March 7, from 2-4pm at the library.  Any-
one interested in joining the KnitWits (AKA The 
Twisted Threads) is invited to come to one of their 

regular sessions.

Picnic lunch chest raffle
The Friends also invite the public to prepare for 

Spring with their Picnic Lunch Chest Raffle, bene-
fiting the Expansion Project.  Filled with a variety of 
delicious food and drink and other picnic necessities, 
the chest is currently on display at ReRuns.  Tick-
ets are $5 or 6/$25 and are available at the Sheridan 
Library, McLeods Mercantile, ReRuns, Opportuni-
ty Bank, the Ruby Valley Brewery, Senior Center 
and any Board Member.  The drawing is to be held 
March 17.  For more information, contact Carol Lee 
Swager at 842-5554.

Other events
Other regular events at the library include The 

Historic Newspaper Group, which meets every Tues-
day at 9 a.m. to read and discuss the newspapers pro-
duced in Sheridan from 1896-1950; Movie Nights on 
the first and third Thursdays of each month at 7pm 
(call 842-5770 for titles), Book Club, meeting the 
second Sunday at 1:30pm; and Garden Club, on the 
fourth Monday at 7pm.

Friends of the Sheridan Library offer events

Sheridan library (Submitted)

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA) CLASS
APRIL 15, 2019 – APRIL 26, 2019

8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
75 HOURS ($750 VALUE)

Let us pay for your education!
Become a member of our TEAM!  

Madison Valley Manor and Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center have a 
limited number of openings for those interested in a career in healthcare.  

Get paid while you learn.

If you are interested in becoming a CNA please contact Christine 
Depres, Director of Nursing

Madison Valley Manor 682-7271 
OR 

Randy Arbour, Director of Nursing 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 842-5600

Deadline for applications is April 5, 2019

Looking for a career 
instead of a job?

WE CAN 
HELP YOU START 

YOUR 
CAREER IN 

HEALTHCARE!
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

OPINION

Obituaries
James C. Miller, age 62, 

passed away in the early hours 
of February 21, 2019 at home on 
the family ranch in Silver Star.  
James had courageously fought a 
heart condition for several years.

James was born February 
13, 1957 in Sheridan.  He was 
the oldest of seven children and 
always made sure to remind his 
siblings of the fact.

James attended school in Dil-
lon and Butte, graduating from 
Butte High School in 1975.

After graduation James re-
turned to the family ranch where 
he enjoyed life everyday until his 
passing. 

James had several passions in 
life: caring for his chickens, get-
ting the mail, and sporting events 
– where he always cheered on his 
Twin Bridges Falcons. He com-
peted in Special Olympics and 
participated at the Butte Shel-
tered Workshop.  He enjoyed 
camping and special get-togeth-
ers.  But nothing compared to 
his passion for family and his 
unwavering faith. James knew 
exactly where he would be after 
his time on earth.

Jim held a special place in 
many peoples’ hearts and touched 
many peoples’ lives during his 
life.  He loved unconditionally, 
could remember someone’s name 
after only meeting them once 

and could make someone smile, 
even on the worst day.

James is preceded in death by 
his biological father James Mer-
cer, his maternal grandparents, 
his paternal grandparents and 
his brother in law.  James is sur-
vived by his mother Patty Mill-
er (Nikles), his father Charles 
Miller, siblings Kathy(Terry), 
Jo Ann, Darin(Jessica), Leon-
ard(Christie), Michelle(Paul), 
and Josh and many nieces and 
nephews lucky to have called 
him Uncle Jim.  

Jim, you will forever be in 
our hearts.

Memorial Services for James 
will be held at 11am on Saturday 
March 2nd 2019 at K&L Mor-
tuary in Twin Bridges MT.  Re-
ception will follow at the Twin 
Bridges Senior Center.

James C. Miller
February 21, 2019

Laird Alexander Stabler died 
February 8, 2019 with his wife, Pa-
tricia Stabler at his side. Laird was 
born August 20, 1929 to Dwight 
Wilbur Stabler and Dorothy Alex-
ander Stabler in Los Angeles. 

He lived in Mar Vista and 
graduated from Venice High 
School in 1947 then on to Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara 
where he studied business and 
graduated in 1951. 

He joined the US Coast 
Guard in the summer of 1951 and 
achieved the rank of Captain.

In May of 1952 he married 
Eloise Oliver Butler. They raised 
two children, Lael Butler Stabler 
and Peter Linden Stabler. Laird 
was Vice President of Marketing 
for Sta-Lube, a company started 
by his father with a product devel-
oped and patented by his grandfa-
ther. 

In 1978 he married Patricia 
Barber. 

In 1983 Laird Alexander Sta-
bler II, (Deuce) was born.

Laird lived a full and exciting 
life. He had many diverse inter-
ests. Laird played classical piano 
until he gave it up for high school 
football. He played semi-pro base-
ball, had a commercial fishing li-
cense, surfed, played tennis, skied 
(winning gold metals into his 70s), 
fly-fishing, flying his plane, and 
most of all spending time with 
friends and family.

He was loved and respected. 
He brought joy into the lives of all 

he met. He will be deeply missed.
Laird is survived by Patricia 

Stabler, wife of 40 years; former 
wife, Eloise Butler; daughter Lael 
Stabler and her husband Jerry En-
glish; son Peter Stabler; son Laird 
Alexander Stabler II, and his wife 
Beth; granddaughters Noelle Sta-
bler, Colleen Stabler, Kelly Sta-
bler, Finley Stabler, Lennon Sta-
bler and grandson Payne English.

A memorial service will be 
held at The Madison Valley Manor 
on Sunday March 3, 2019 at 2:30 
pm. 

Friends, please come and smile 
and laugh.

He did not want a funeral with 
tears but a party for his friends and 
acquaintances to have one more 
good memory of him. Share your 
memories of Laird with us. Each 
of you has added to the portrait of 
his life.

Laird Alexander Stabler
February 8, 2019

Michael P. Kish, age 69, of 
Ennis passed away February 16, 
2019 at his home.

He was born May 7, 1949 
at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
He graduated from Fox Chapel 
High School and then went to 2 
years of photography school. He 
worked in steel mills in Pitts-
burgh until they were closed. He 
worked as a professional land-

scaper in Pittsburgh and then in 
Ennis for 10 years.

He leaves behind his constant 
companion for 11 years his cat, 
Psycho.

Graveside services with mil-
itary honors will be held Thurs-
day, February 28 at 2 p.m. with 
Rev. Ray Teston officiating.

K&L Mortuaries of Ennis is 
assisting with arrangements.

Michael P. Kish
February 16, 2019

Linda passed in her home in 
Ennis, Montana on February 15, 
2019.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Brian Casey, her mother 
Lucile Meltzer of New York 
City and her brother Judd Melt-
zer of Los Angeles.

Born in New York City, 
April 24, 1951.

She appreciated the Mon-
tana lifestyle and lived in West 
Yellowstone before moving to 
Ennis.

Linda enjoyed visiting with 
her friends, helping neighbors 
in need and spending time with 
her devoted husband of 30 years 
Brian.

She bravely fought mental 
illness all of her life and now 
she is free.

A memorial service will 
be held at Trinity Church in 
Jeffers, Montana on Saturday, 
March 9 at 10:00 AM.

Linda Renee (Meltzer) Casey
February 15, 2019

By Representative Joel 
Krautter (R) Sidney

It’s often said that Montana 
is like a small town with long 
streets. Montanans may be sep-
arated by hundreds of miles but 
it’s amazing how many mutual 
friends you find you have af-
ter talking with someone for 
five minutes in this giant small 
town.

A defining characteristic of 
small towns is that people care 
about one another and rally to-
gether in challenging times. 
Chances are you’ve attended 
at least a few community ben-
efits to raise money for medical 
bills or to help a family that had 
some other misfortune strike. 

Today, our giant small town 
of Montana is facing a threat to 
the continued existence of many 
members of our small town, un-
less we rally together and begin 

to turn things around.
44 of Montana’s 56 coun-

ties are slowly losing their life-
blood–the youth who go away 
to college or trade school and 
don’t return. Many wish they 
could come back to the commu-
nities and way of life they love, 
but after getting established in 
Montana’s booming counties, 
or out of state, the only time 
they may come home is for a 
class reunion, holiday, wedding 
or funeral.

Montana’s seven most pop-
ulated areas, from Kalispell to 
Billings are growing by leaps 
and bounds. Montana’s 12 big-
gest counties have grown by 
roughly 49 percent since 1980. 
In their shadow, Montana’s 44 
other counties have barely in-
creased half a percentage point 
over the same period of time, 
being left behind.

Store fronts on main streets 
sit empty with signs of “for 
sale” or “for rent.” Schools 
fall from Class A to B, or B to 
C, and in more dire cases are 
forced to consolidate, fighting 
to stay alive.

I have visited with business 
owners, community leaders 
and fellow young professionals 
about the struggles rural areas 

are facing to recruit and retain 
the qualified workforce needed 
to reverse the trends and ignite 
economic development. We’re 
all worried that without imme-
diate action, in 15-20 years we 
will be a state with seven thriv-
ing urban areas and 44 ghost 
counties.

This is why I have intro-
duced a bipartisan solution to 
give rural areas a tool to begin 
to reverse the downward trend. 
It is called the Catch and Keep 
Montana’s Treasure Act.

In exchange for a five-year 
commitment, this legislation 
will provide hundreds of small 
grants directly to skilled or ed-
ucated young people as an in-
centive for them to return to ru-
ral communities and establish 
their lives and families there.

Grants could be used to buy 
a home, start a business, pay 
off student debt, relocate or any 
way an awardee sees fit to give 
them a leg up on starting life in 
the area they love.

In combination with tax 
credits for property taxes, the 
program would require local 
and private capital matches in 
counties who elect to partici-
pate.

Kansas, which has had a 

similar incentive program in 
place since 2011 to revitalize 
their rural areas, reports a re-
turn to their economy of rough-
ly $6 for every $1 invested in 
the program.

Montana is at a crossroads. 
Without action, the decline of 
our rural areas will snowball 
until communities are beyond 
the point of no return. I urge 
you to participate in the hearing 
on March 8th, 2019, at 8:30 a.m

in the House Business & 
Labor Committee and contact 
your legislators to encourage 
them to pass HB 405. Details of 
my bill can be found at: https://
leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/
HB0405.pdf. 

Editor:
I will no longer watch local news on NBC Montana. 
Why?  Because over the past year, its treatment of national and 

global affairs is noticeably slanted to reflect the policies of President 
Trump. 

Example One: The “Inside Your World” series has featured sev-
eral immigration stories at the U.S.-Mexico border, where interviews 
consistently paint an ominous portrait of the individuals and families 
attempting to gain entry into this country. 

Example Two:  The “Full Measure” series is full of stories that 
stoke fears of big government (e.g., the recent apprehension of Roger 
Stone, Trump’s long-time friend, by the FBI).  Unless we viewers 
get our national and world news from a variety of sources, we might 
easily assume that NBC Montana is reporting facts, rather than ul-
tra-conservative propaganda.

What has precipitated this infusion of political views into NBC 
Montana? 

I believe it is the 2017 purchase of NBC Montana networks by Sin-
clair Broadcast Group, widely known to be headed up by right-wing 
extremists.  In fact, Sinclair is infamous for requiring its stations to 
air so-called news segments containing pro-Trump politics.

In 2017, the Pew Research Center reported that more adults in 
America rely on local TV news programs for news than news websites 
and apps, national nightly news, cable news, or print newspapers. 

If you enjoy watching local TV news each night, please bring to it 
a healthy skepticism. Be aware that stations like KECI in Missoula, 
KCFW in Kalispell, KTVM in Butte, and KDBZ-CD in Bozeman are 
dishing out much more than the local news-weather-sports of the day!

Doris Fischer, Sheridan 

Catch and keep, or let them swim away?

Rep. Joel Krautter (R) Sidney

Legislator worries
about how 

Montana can 
retain youth
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BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

• Desirable 1,070±  acre ranch
• Elk frequent the property
• Ideal sportsman’s paradise! 

Michelle
VanDyke 

broker
406.684.5686

• 425’ of Madison River frontage
• Guest cabin & unique 3 story main home
• 20± acres w/forever unobstructed views 

Dot
Merrill 

broker
 406.570.9067  

STORY LOOP ROAD, CAMERON
#318035 | $795,000

• 40± acres
• Borders State ground bordering Madison River
• No Covenants

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288   

• Private Madison River access
• One lot from National Forest
• 20± acres

Holly
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527  

MADISON RIVER RANCHES, CAMERON
$99,900 | #310768

20+ ACRES

NORWEGIAN CR. RANCH | HARRISON
$2,482,000 | #319723

• 20± acres
• Year round access w/views in all directions
• Sheep Creek trail-head & USFS access 1 mi away

Kristie
Vessey

sales associate
406.580.1842    

SPORTSMANS PARADISE, CAMERON
$90,000 | #214873

• 20 acres w/360 degree views
• Year round Trail Creek runs across the property
• 3 sides are fenced/Horses are allowed

Kathy
Wooten

sales associate
731.676.2463     

TRAIL CREEK RANCHES, ENNIS
$178,000 | #321565 

• Majestic wrap around views
• 20.27± acres
• Subdivision borders ranch holdings, BLM & State Land

Jill
Gaar 

sales associate
406.580.5636  

LONESOME DOVE, CAMERON
$79,900|#220297

• Approx. 1.25 miles of both sides Jefferson River frontage
• 120.5± deeded acres, with a 1,728± sf home 
• Natural pond and slough

Frank
Colwell 

broker
406.596.1076 

JEFFERSON RIVERBENDS | WATERLOO
$1,150,000 | #308442

RISING SUN RIVER, CAMERON
$375,000 | #301322

PRICE REDUCED

READY TO SERVE YOU!
Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm
The Madison Valley Medical Center 
Laboratory provides outpatient 

diagnostic laboratory testing 
for everyone, regarDless of the 

location of the primary 
provider’s office.

All diagnostic and monitoring 
lab tests, Therapeutic Phlebotomy, 
Insurance blood draws, and more!

 
Walk-ins Welcome
Have Questions?

Call 406.682.6645

Call with Questions!
682-6645 ~  305  Main  Street  Ennis, MT  59729

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

NEW BUSINESS!

DILLON—Thanks to a recent donation of 14 acres of land near cam-
pus, the University of Montana Western is one step closer to its longtime 
goal of building a new football stadium.

For years, the UMW football team has shared a facility—Dillon’s 
Vigilante Field—with Beaverhead High School’s team and other com-
munity activities. Administrators have been pursuing options for the 
past several years, including upgrading Vigilante Field or building a new 
football facility, a job that Director of Athletics Bill Wilson inherited 
when he joined the athletics staff at UMW just over a year ago.

“I knew coming into this job that a football stadium was an issue,” 
says Wilson. “Plan A would be to acquire the land right behind the Bull-
dog Athletic and Recreation Center, not knowing if we gould get it. The 
B scenario was to find land elsewhere in town, and to build a new facility 
there. And the C plan was to fix up Vigilante.”

The 14-acre donation is the parcel in what Wilson refers to as “Plan 
A,” donated by John and Phyllis Erb, adjacent to the UMW campus. The 
Erb family has made numerous donations to the university and the Dil-
lon community over the years, including spaces that the football team 
currently uses as practice fields as well as Dillon’s recent Jaycee Park 
renovation in the downtown area. They have also facilitated scholarships 
for students and assisted with other facility improvements. 

Wilson says when the administration looked into simply remodeling 
Vigilante Field, the price tag was so high it nearly matched the building 
of a new facility.

“When I learned that it would cost as much or almost as much as to 
build a new stadium, we wondered, if we can raise $5 million, why can’t 
we raise $10 million?” he says. “It was a great day when we learned that 
they were going to do this for us. This pledge is the biggest step in mak-
ing that dream a reality. Plan B and C now are gone.”

The donation stipulates that UMW raise $2 million over the next two 
years, and the university has already put together a committee to focus 
on doing that, including representatives from the university, the com-
munity and Beaverhead High School, which will also utilize the new 
stadium. Montana Youth Challenge Academy, which currently also uses 
the university’s practice fields, will also be able to use the space.

“It’s going to transform our campus in so many ways, help the com-
munity and help the high school programs,” says Wilson. “It’s going to 
do so many things for us.” The new stadium will provide a space for Dil-
lon to potentially host high school football tournaments in future years, 
or even be used as a concert venue and event space to bring more revenue 

to the Dillon community.
The total cost of the project, says Roxanne Engellant, director of 

the Montana Western Foundation, will be between $9 million and $10 
million, including the $2 million the university will be responsible for 
raising.

“We have a committee who is working to put together a fundraising 
plan,” Engellant says. “We are working with an architecture firm to com-
plete renderings to assist with fundraising efforts, but we don’t have final 
figures on costs yet.”

Wilson says the new stadium will have around 3,000 seats, as well as 
special spaces for season ticket holders and a few VIP suites that can be 
reserved for events or groups. The construction process will take around 
18 months, but UWM will have to have most or all of that $2 million 
before building can begin. 

Feedback so far, says Wilson, has been overwhelmingly positive in 
support of the project. 

“It’ll transform our campus; I’ve seen it happen on other campuses,” 
he says. We wanted our fans to be able to get close to the field. On a wet 
day, they have to slog through standing water and mud. This community 
and this campus deserve a nice facility.”

Ideally, construction could begin as early as this spring or summer, 
says Wilson, but that is still uncertain. The UMW football team could be 
playing on its new turf as early as the 2020 season. For now, fundraising 
and architecture planning are in full swing to bring Dillon something it 
has waited a long time to get.

UM Western receives land donation for new stadium
Bulldog football could play in new 

facility as early as 2020

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

The University of Montana Western in Dillon recently received a 
donation of 14 acres of land adjacent to campus. The parcel will 
be the future site of the university’s new football stadium, an ad-
dition expected to cost between $9 million and $10 million. (R. 
Colyer)

HELENA – Montana’s Small Business Development 
Center network supported the creation or retention of 
nearly 500 jobs in 2018 through its work to assist small 
businesses growth and development.

Montana’s SBDC network, headquartered at the De-
partment of Commerce, has released its 2018 Annual 
Report. The report finds that SBDC-supported Montana 
entrepreneurs successfully launched 58 new businesses.

One of those businesses is Ristorante Bella Roma in 
Helena. Owner Davide Giuliani said, “the Helena SBDC 
was extremely helpful and knowledgeable with writing 
and improving my business plan. They gave me the con-
fidence and the peace of mind I needed to start a busi-
ness.”

Montana is consistently one of the top states in the na-
tion for entrepreneurial activity. In 2018, the state ranked 
number one in the U.S. for the share of the workforce 
employed by small businesses.

Since being formed in 1989, the Montana SBDC 
network has assisted more than 29,000 entrepreneurs 
through technical assistance, business planning and ac-
cessing capital. “With the SBDC’s help I was able to pur-
chase the land and property that I was leasing and grow 
my business,” said Miles City-based Driven Repair, LLC 
owner Gregg Clark.

In 2018, Montana’s SBDC helped clients obtain 149 
loans resulting in more than $24 million in financing.

Find additional SBDC Success Stories from across 
the state in the 2018 Annual Report. The following small 
businesses have shared their success stories:

• The Sassy Biscuit Co., Billings
• Core Control, Bozeman
• Accu-Scribe LLC., Butte
• Pardue Grain, Cut Bank
• Boxcars Restaurant and Lounge, Havre
• Ristorante Bella Roma, Helena
• Montana Hoof Care, Fortine
• Driven Repair, Miles City
• Spartans Vehicle Repair & Tuning, Missoula
• Wheatland Lodge, Scobey

The Montana SBDC is funded in-part through a co-
operative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration and the Montana Department of Commerce, 
visit sbdc.mt.gov

MT SBDC supports 500 jobs, 
launches 58 businesses in 2018
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FREE Technology Classes 
offered by 3 Rivers Communications

To sign up: Call or email Susan at 3 Rivers 
467-4133 • susan.wilson@3rivers.coop

Class limited to 20

9:00am to Noon  ●  Introduction to Windows 10
Learn how to get around and do common tasks in Windows 10. We will 
explore how to customize your computer, set up a printer, use email, and 
discuss simple trouble shooting tips. Build your confidence to safely navi-
gate the web.  
 

Noon- 1:00pm  ●  Lunch on your own
 

1:00pm to 3:00pm  ●  Open Forum: Your Electronics and You
Bring your computers, smart phones, or tablets and all your questions 
about them. We can  help you find photos, synchronize contact lists, 
save documents, and more! Whatever you need to know this class will 
help you get the most out of your devices.

Saturday ● March 9, 2019
Sheridan Public Library ● Sheridan, MT 

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We are open for the 
WINTER SEASON!

Dinner
Thursday- Saturday 5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Sunday 9am to 2pm
Reservations are Recommended

Weekly Dinner Menus Available on 
Our Website!

Call Us at 684.5959 for More Information

Join Us For

VIRGINIA CITY—The 
Madison County commissioners 
continued to grapple with the 
finer points of the courthouse 
elevator project at their weekly 
meeting on Tuesday, February 
19, meeting with architects and 
contractors to discuss a prelim-
inary cost estimate.

The project is two-fold: 
• An unfinished annex space 

in the administration building 
must be finished and prepared 
to house the courthouse employ-
ees whose offices will be moved 
during construction in the old 
courthouse across the street.

Bill Hanson of Boze-
man-based ThinkOne architects 
showed the commission an up-
dated plan for the annex space, 
which will house everything 
from the justice and district court 
judges and clerks, to the county 
attorney and global information 
systems (GIS) staff near the ex-
isting planning office. 

• All this must be ironed out 
before the real project—the in-
stallation of an elevator across 
the street—can begin. 

The commissioners asked 
questions about various specifics 
of the annex space – walls, elec-
trical outlets, sinks and doors – 
with an eye to the future of the 
space, wanting to be able to uti-
lize the annex area after all those 
county employees have moved 
back to their own offices without 
having to re-remodel.

Loren Cantrell and Ben 
Walker of Langlas and Associ-
ates, a Bozeman general con-
tracting firm, followed up with 
an initial cost estimate for the 
project, which included both the 
finishing of the annex building 
and the elevator project itself. 
They noted that there was room 
for considerable swing in the 
estimate, depending on whether 
local subcontractors would be 
found and the specific elements 

that would needed to make the 
construction look historical and 
match Virginia City’s historic 
district designation ordinances.

“At this stage we’re not try-
ing to decide a maximum price,” 
Cantrell told the commissioners. 
“We’re trying to set a budget, so 
you guys can make informed de-
cisions.

The total cost of the two-
tiered project is projected to be 
about $1.4 million, according 
to the estimates Walker and 
Cantrell provided. That could 
swing as much as $150,000, 
Cantrell said. 

“Being the budget phase, I 
don’t want to go best case sce-
nario,” he noted. “One of the 
ways we can minimize cost is to 
find local people to do the work. 
But to actually get people in here 
is a challenge.”

There is a possibility that the 
county may be able to help with 
certain elements of the project 
such as excavation to offset some 
of the costs, and once the project 
is put out for public bid the over-
all cost estimate will be refined.

Cantrell said he hoped a 
team-based approach could be 
found, potentially combining the 
work of local contractors with 
other parties who bid on the proj-
ect.

After reviewing the various 
costs, the commissioners said 
they would continue to mull 
over the proposals and continue 
the process of taking bids on the 
project. The county hopes to be-
gin construction this spring.

The commissioners also 
heard an update on the ongoing 
search for a planning director, 
once the current director Charity 
Fechter retires in March after 11 
years with the county.

The commissioners said they 
have two candidates they plan to 
interview after the first round of 
applications was unsuccessful in 
finding an acceptable candidate. 
With only 11 business days un-

til Fechter’s departure, there is 
some uncertainty as to whether 
there will be someone to take 
over in time.

Leona Stredwick, the coun-
ty’s deputy planning director, 
said that she felt confident she 
and clerk Cody Marxer would be 
able to hold down the fort until 
a director is appointed and will 
be able to train the new director. 
But there is also the option of 
contracting with Great West to 
appoint an interim director un-
til the new appointee—provided 
one of the current candidates is 
hired—can relocate to Virginia 
City. 

Fechter reminded the com-
mission of the main job of the 
planning director—to ensure 
that the county never loses a 
planning dispute on a techni-
cality and that they enforce the 
proper regulations to ensure that 
they’re protected. In her 11 years 
with the county, Madison Coun-
ty has never come out on the 
worse end of planning delibera-
tions, and that will be the contin-
ued goal moving forward in the 
search for Fechter’s replacement.

The Madison County commissioners met with representatives from ThinkOne Architects and Lan-
glas and Associates to discuss a preliminary cost estimate and construction plans for the county’s 
installation of an elevator in the old courthouse, which should begin this spring. (R. Colyer)

Commission continues deliberation on elevator project
Planning director replacement 

remains uncertain

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

By Laura Gilmore
ENNIS – Due to the over-

whelming community support 
of the Nearly New Shoppe in 
Ennis, the Madison Valley 
Woman’s Club is pleased to 
announce they will be fund-
ing scholarships for the 2019-
2020 school year. 

Last year was a re-
cord-breaking year for schol-
arships awarded.

Scholarships will be of-
fered in four categories, and 
all applicants must have a 

home address in the Ennis 
School District area.

• Alumni from this area 
who wish to continue their 
education at the undergrad-
uate or graduate level at any 
college or tech school.

• Non-traditional students 
who may not have started 
college directly from high 
school, earned a GED, previ-
ously had to drop out of col-
lege or those who have earned 
an Associates degree and 
would like to pursue a four-

year degree, train in another 
area, desire to attend a trade 
or vo-tech school or a parent 
or senior citizen who final-
ly has the time to pursue the 
dream of an education.

• High school seniors seek-
ing a four-year degree

• Those seeking a vo-
cational-technical or trade 
school education.

Applications are available 
on line. 

Visit madisonvalleywom-
ansclub.org or ennisschools.

org.
Scholarship applicants 

must follow the exact instruc-
tions accompanying the appli-
cation form. 

Applications may be taken 
to RE/MAX Mountain Prop-
erty or mailed to the Madison 
Valley woman’s club at P.O. 
Box 122,  Ennis, MT, 59729.

Completed applications 
must be received by is April 
07, 2019 – late or incomplete 
applications will not be con-
sidered.

Madison Valley Woman’s Club offers scholarships

SHERIDAN– Dr. Michael 
“Mick” Lifson is pleased to be 
returning to the Ruby Valley as 
a visiting specialist at the Ruby 
Valley Medical Clinic in Sher-
idan where he will see women 
referred for gynecological health 
care issues. 

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is pleased that Dr. Lifson 
is be available to expand the 
breadth of health care services at 
the Clinic.  The current plan is for 
Dr. Lifson to see patients at the 
Clinic once a month.  

From 2010 to 2016, Dr. Lifson 
was a regular visiting specialist at 
the Sheridan Clinic of the Ruby 
Valley Hospital.  Unfortunately, 
as the Clinic’s practice expand-
ed, examination and consultation 
space was not adequate for visit-
ing specialists.  With the recent 
construction of the Ruby Valley 
Medical Center, visiting special-
ists have their own office and ex-
ams rooms adjacent to the Clinic. 
“It’s a pleasure coming back!” 
says Lifson.  

Presently, Dr. Lifson is a gy-
necologist at Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare in Dillon, where he 
sees gynecology consultation pa-
tients and is lead physician for the 
surgery/anesthesia department. 

As a member of the Univer-
sity of Washington’s Clinical 
Gynecology Department, Dr. 
Lifson also trains medical stu-
dents and residents at Barrett 
Hospital & HealthCare.  “As part 
of their commitment to provid-
ing exceptional clinical quality, 
patient safety and service, Bar-
rett & HealthCare is a teaching 
facility.  Medical students and 
residents rotate through Dillon 
and I train them in gynecology,” 
says Lifson.  He also spends two 
days a month seeing gynecology 
patients at Madison Valley Med-
ical Center in Ennis.  A resident 
of Bozeman, Dr. Lifson is on the 
road extensively but he really en-
joys supporting rural hospitals 
and providing specialist services.  
Lifson exclaims, “The traveling 
gynecologist!” 

Dr. Lifson recertifies his cre-
dentials annually with the Amer-
ican College of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology; however, he only 
provides care in gynecology.  “In 
a lot of small rural towns, the 
family practice doctor also has 
OB training,”  Lifson explains, 
“They’re FP/OB.  So when I go 
to Ennis, Sheridan and Dillon, 
I’m strictly a gynecologist.  I am 
there for gynecology consults. 
The typical scenario is the prima-
ry care provider will evaluate the 
patient and, if they deem it appro-
priate, they will send a referral 
and I am seeing the patient for a 
specific gynecological problem.” 

Often the referrals are for 
issues such as urinary incon-
tinence, post-menopausal hor-
mone replacement therapy, pel-
vic organ relaxation, problems 
with menses, or evaluation of an 
abnormal pap smear.  He con-
sults with women who have a 
family history of breast cancer, 

genetic counseling concerns and 
provides the initial work-up for 
infertility.  Dr. Lifson also pro-
vides health care for adolescent 
gynecological problems such 
menstrual irregularities, acne 
and polycystic ovarian syn-
drome.    

Dr. Lifson attended medi-
cal school and did his OB/GYN 
residency at the University of 
Maryland in Baltimore.  His 
medical career started in private 
practice in Baltimore and train-
ing residents at Johns Hopkins. 

Dr. Lifson moved to Boz-
eman with his wife, Holly, 12 
years ago.  He started a private 
practice in Bozeman but decid-
ed it was simpler to offer health 
care through rural hospitals.  Dr. 
Lifson was co-chief of staff at 
Barrett Hospital & HealthCare 
for two years.  He served for 
five years on the boards of the 
Cancer Support Community in 
Bozeman and the Women’s Re-
source Center in Dillon for five 
years.  Throughout his career, 
Dr. Lifson has been guided by 
the philosophy of listening to 
and caring for his patients. 

The Montana lifestyle suits 
Dr. Lifson’s recreational pur-
suits.  He’s an avid fly fisher-
man, downhill and cross-coun-
try skier and photographer.

Dr. Lifson’s next visit to 
the Ruby Valley Medical Cen-
ter will be in the afternoon of 
Wednesday, March 13th.  If 
you would like to arrange an 
appointment for a consultation, 
please call (406) 842-5056.

Dr. Mick Lifson Returns to 
Ruby Valley Medical Clinic 

to provide specialist 
gynecology care

Dr. Michael “Mick” Lifson

Tax Tip: 
Montanans age 
62 or more may 

qualify for 
$1,000 credit 

HELENA – It’s time to 
file your tax returns, and 
the Montana Department 
of Revenue has a tip for 
folks 62 and over: Check 
if you qualify for the Mon-
tana Elderly Homeowner/
Renter Tax Credit.

It’s worth up to $1,000, 
even for those who are not 
obligated to file a personal 
income tax return.

To qualify, the senior 
must:

Be 62 or over.
Live in a household 

with less than $45,000 in 
gross household income.

Have lived in Montana 
as an owner or renter at 
least six months in 2018.

Have been a resident 
of Montana at least nine 
months of 2018.

Remember, the credit 
is “refundable,” meaning 
Montanans who owe no 
personal income tax can 
still receive the credit.

For more information 
call the Department of 
Revenue at (406) 444-
6900 or visit revenue.
mt.gov
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Madison County 

February 17 - 23, 2019
D I S P AT C H

February 17 – Animal Complaint on 
MT Hwy 287, MM 28, Sheridan; Welfare 
Check in 300 Blk Duncan District Rd., 
Sheridan; Medical Aid in 200 Blk E Fagin, 
Ennis; Welfare Check on MT Hwy 41 N, 
MM 44, Twin Bridges.

February 18 – Suspicious Circumstanc-
es on MT Hwy 287, Ennis; Abandoned Ve-
hicle in 300 Blk S Willow Creek Rd., Pony  
Accident on North Willow Creek Rd., 
Pony; Accident on MT Hwy 287, MM 20, 
Alder ; Suspicious Circumstances in 300 
Blk Riverview Dr., Ennis; Coroner Call 
in Ennis; Accident on US Hwy 287 & MT 
Hwy 87, Cameron.

February 19 – Medical Aid in 100 Blk 
Johnson Rd., Pony; Welfare Check on Wis-
consin Creek, Sheridan; Medical Aid on 
Tates Upper Canyon Loop, Alder; Animal 
Complaint on Mill Creek Rd., Sheridan; 
Wildlife Complaint on MT Hwy 287, MM 
19, Nevada City; Abandoned Vehicle on 
Tobacco Root Rd., Silver Star; Fire Call on 
Depot Spur Rd., Ennis.

February 20 – Accident on US Hwy 287 
& MT Hwy 87, Cameron; Traffic Com-
plaint on US Hwy 287, Norris; Accident on 
MT Hwy 287 & Wisconsin Creek, Sher-
idan; Accident on US Hwy 287 & Long-
horn Loop, Ennis.

February 21 – Coroner call in Silver 
Star; Animal Complaint on US Hwy 287, 
MM 37, Cameron; Public Safety Madi-
son River, Ennis; Accident on Ramshorn 
Creek Rd., Sheridan.

February 22 – Accident on Middle Rd., 
Sheridan; Fire Call in 500 Blk Elk Ridge 
Rd., Cameron; Public Safety North Mead-
ow Creek Rd., McAllister; Accident on 
MT Hwy 84, MM 6, Norris; Suspicious 
Circumstances in Clutes Landing, McAl-
lister.

February 23 – Suspicious Circumstanc-
es in 600 Blk E. Madison Ave., Ennis; Theft 
Complaint on Mill Creek Rd., Sheridan; 
Medical Aid in 500 Blk Ray Ln., Sheridan; 
Animal Complaint in 300 Blk Madison St., 
Sheridan; Coroner Call in Sheridan.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

Ah fooey! I’m still here. My brothers got to go 
together to a new home, but I’m still here. Well my 

bro Brandon’s still here w ith me.  Sure like to have a 
loving furever home like the other two brothers got.  
I’m a young, playful, loving guy.  Purrease call Misty at 
439-1405 and soon.  I’d love to have a new home with 
you.  Benton.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Benton

McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan
Bulk fuel delivery in Madison 

& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**fi shing licenses, bait & tackle**

The Madison 
County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to 
66 Calls for Service 
from Feb 17 - Feb 23, 
2019.

CELEBRATION
MARD I  GRAS

EPISCOPAL CHURCH HALL, SHERIDAN
MARCH 1ST at 5:30PM

LIVE MUSIC by STEVE ROSE & others
POTLUCK STYLE of SALAD or BREAD with

MAIN DISH by the SHOVEL & SPOON

ALL WELCOME to ENJOY KID’S GAMES, 
MASKS, a KING’S CAKE & MORE!

Championship hockey winners…
Peter Kelley (third from left in front row), Virginia City ice hockey star and member of the Boz-
eman Amateur Hockey Association’s program, celebrates with his state championship-winning 
Squirt team this past weekend in Helena. This is the first time a Squirt team has won state in 
more than a decade.
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy. High 13, low -2. 
Winds NNE 5 mph, 20 percent 
chance of precipitation.

“The most difficult thing 
is the decision to act, the 
rest is merely tenacity. The 
fears are paper tigers. You 
can do anything you 
decide to do. You can act 
to change and control your 
life; and the procedure, the 
process is its own reward.”

Amelia Earhart

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Mostly sunny. High 18, low -4, 
Winds NNE 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Mostly cloudy. High 16, low -3. 
Winds NNW 6 mph, 20 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 22, low -1. 
Winds WNW 5 mph, 20 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Raiin/snow High 39, low 12. Winds 
SSW 6 mph, 50 percent chance of 
precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

LLC

Monday and Wednesday 11 to 2 and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 11 to 7
108 N. Main Street.  |  Sheridan, MT  |  842-7999

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,
Tile Installers, Masons, Welders and 

Cabinet  Builders.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher

Skilled in lacquer and 
other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~
Get Results. 

Call 682-7755

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

ENNIS – The Beaverhead-Deerlodge National For-
est (BDNF) is soliciting applications to fill positions on 
two Resource Advisory Committees (RAC). RACs pro-
vide recommendations for how to allocate a portion of 
federal funds counties receive under the Reauthorization 
of Secure Rural Schools (SRS) and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000. SRS directs that funds be spent 
on projects such as road, trail, and infrastructure mainte-
nance or obliteration, improvements in soil and forest eco-
system health, restoration and improvements of wildlife 
and fish habitat, control of weeds, and reestablishment of 
native animals and plants.

There are two RACs serving the BDNF. The South-
west Montana RAC covers Madison, Beaverhead, Jef-
ferson, and Silverbow counties and includes lands on 
the BDNF, Helena, and Gallatin national forests. The Tri 
County RAC covers Powell, Granite, and Deer Lodge 
counties and includes lands on the BDNF, Lolo, Helena, 
and Flathead national forests. In the past five years, the 
RACs have approved more than $3.5 million in funding 
for projects that benefit National Forest System lands.

For more information contact Jeanne Dawson, RAC 
coordinator, at jeanne.dawson@usda.gov or 406-683-
3987.

HELENA – Today the US Supreme 
Court denied Montanans for Communi-
ty Development’s final request to chal-
lenge the constitutionality of Montana’s 
Disclose Act.  The act, passed with bi-
partisan support by the 2015 Montana 
Legislature, required that groups who 
engage in last minute advertising in 
elections must make public how they 
spend money to influence Montana’s 
elections. 

The Court’s decision upheld citi-
zens’ right to know who is spending 
money to influence Montana’s elections. 
The ruling rejects the argument that 
Montana’s Disclose Act interferes with 
the free speech of groups that spend 
money to influence Montana’s elections 
without disclosing what their money 
buys.

Shortly after the Disclose Act passed 
the 2015 Legislature, a group named 
Montanans for Community Develop-
ment (MCD) sued the State of Montana 
claiming that the new laws and rules 
were an unconstitutional restriction and 
burden on their First Amendment right 
to speak.

“Montanans’ mailboxes and digital 
feeds are inundated with political ads 
from organizations that would prefer to 
remain unidentified and spend money 
without public disclosure. The Supreme 
Court affirmed that the public’s right to 
know how money influences Montana’s 
elections trumps these groups’ desire to 
remain unnamed and spend untraceable 
money,” said Montana Commissioner of 
Political Practices, Jeff Mangan.

On October 31, 2017, Judge Chris-
tiansen of the US District Court of Mon-
tana upheld the Disclose Act’s laws and 
regulations as constitutional, holding 
“[d]isclosure requirements are constitu-
tional because though they ‘may burden 
the ability to speak . . . [they] do not pre-
vent anyone from speaking,’” citing to 
Citizen’s United.  MCD appealed the or-
der to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
who issued an order upholding Mon-
tana’s Disclose Act as constitutional on 
May 22, 2018.

Last September, MCD asked the US 
Supreme Court to review the Montana 
District Court and the 9th Circuit’s Or-
ders. MCD argued that Montana 

did not have the right to require disclo-
sure by groups who do not have a ‘major 
purpose’ to spend money on political 
activity.  The Disclose Act uses a slid-
ing scale of disclosure which increases 
as a group’s activity increases which 
the Courts have consistently upheld as 
a reasonable burden on political activity. 

Today, the US Supreme Court de-
nied MCD’s argument that only ‘major 
purpose’ groups could be required to 
disclose to Montanans who was trying 
to influence their votes.  “The Supreme 
Court’s decision today is another win for 
transparency for Montana’s elections.  
Montana’s commitment to transparent, 
fair, and accountable elections is rein-
forced and the highest court has reaf-
firmed that the citizens’ right to know 
has more value than money could ever 
define.”

The Commissioner would like to 
thank the Montana Attorney General’s 
office whose dedicated attorneys have 
defended the Disclose Act and Montan-
an’s rights on this case for the past four 
years.

The mission of the Commissioner 
of Political Practices is to promote con-
fidence, transparency, and accountabil-
ity in Montana’s democratic processes. 
Additional information about campaign 
finance disclosure requirements are 
available on the Commissioner of Politi-
cal Practices’ website.

Disclose Act, people’s right to know, upheld by Supreme Court

MT Commissioner of Political 
Practices, Jeff Mangan.

B-DL NF resource advisory 
committee members wanted
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Choreographed Radio Storytelling

up next:      IRA GLASS &  
MONICA BILL BARNES

Get Tickets @ warrenmillerpac.org

Harvest of the Month gets down 
and dirty with colorful pasta

ENNIS – The Harvest of the Month pro-
gram continued in February at Ennis Schools 
when fifth graders tackled a complex recipe, 
making ravioli that left their cutting boards 
looking something like a murder scene.

But nobody was harmed in the making of 
Heart Beet Ravioli aside from a few unfor-
tunate root vegetables, which left students’ 
fingers stained pink. The experiment even 
converted a few sworn beet-haters, said culi-
nary science teacher Jamie Diehl.

Each month, Diehl leads a different class 
of students in learning about one of Mon-
tana’s crops and getting their hands dirty—
literally, in this case—cooking and eating the 
bounty that comes from Big Sky Country.

Beets have been cultivated for thousands 
of years, initially used for animal feed. A 
member of the same family as Swiss chard 
and notable for their characteristic dark pur-
ple color, their distinct sweet flavor comes 
from the highest sugar content of any vege-
table. But not all beets are purple: some are 
white or yellow, or even red and white striped 
like the Chioggia beet, which earned the 
nickname “candy cane beet.”

The root vegetable doesn’t grow in the 
wintertime but can be stored for months 
in the right conditions, which is why they 
earned the right to be featured as Montana’s 
February Harvest of the Month ingredient. 
They also pair well with last month’s featured 
crop, lentils.

Students learned in January about the im-
portant role lentils play in charging soil with 
nitrogen, a key element for ensuring strong 
crops, and one that is sapped from soil by 
growing plants. When used as a rotational 
crop, lentils recharge the soil with nitrogen, 
and beets are a particularly nitrogen-hungry 
plant. They grow the best when planted in 

a field where lentils or other legumes have 
been previously grown, where they can find 
the high-nitrogen soil they need.

And while they may not be one of Mon-
tana’s more famous crops, beets have been 
on the rise as an agricultural staple in recent 
years. Sugar beet farmers in the eastern part 
of the state saw record bumper crops in 2017, 
when a million of tons of beets were har-
vested and processed in sugar beet factories 
around the state, reported the Billings Ga-
zette. That year, after harvesting ended in 
late October, those beet factories were work-
ing into March turning them into sugar. It’s a 
large puzzle piece in the state economy, gen-
erating around $100 million annually.

Hearty beets are rich in potassium, vita-
min A and magnesium. Some studies show 
they can help lower blood pressure and re-
duce the risk of heart disease, and the natural 
nitrites in beets even suggest they can help 
improve athletic performance by boosting 
blood flow. They can even be juiced and 
sipped as a post-workout recovery drink.

In honor of Valentine’s Day, Ennis 
fifth-graders made Heart Beet ravioli, begin-
ning by roasing the beets and removing the 
skins. The cooked beets were then blended 
with ricotta cheese, spices and an egg, then 
wrapped in wonton wrappers, boiled like 
normal pasta and sautéed with butter. The 
pasta packets were even festively cut into 
heart shapes.

Montana Harvest of the Month is a Mon-
tana State University-run program developed 
by the university’s Food and Health lab. The 
program provides teachers around the state 
with monthly recipes and curriculum to help 
bring the outdoors inside and educate stu-
dents about Montana’s agriculture and the 
power of eating locally-grown foods.

Can’t be Beet

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis fifth grade students and their high school helpers show off their pur-
ple-stained fingers while making beet ravioli last week. Food and culinary sci-
ence teacher Jamie Diehl led students in February’s Harvest of the Month cook-
ing class during a lunch period. (J. Diehl photos)

HELENA—A bill introduced 
to the Montana legislature on Feb-
ruary 7 could help facilitate steps 
to bring film projects into Big Sky 
Country using tax incentives that 
would help small, local film com-
panies be more competitive.

The Montana Economic De-
velopment Industry Advance-
ment Act (MEDIA Act) seeks to 
“enhance Montana’s economy by 
expanding film and related me-
dia projection in the state, by in-
creasing job opportunities…and 
by promoting the growth of small 
businesses,” according to the text 
of the bill, which has yet to be vot-
ed on.

Sponsored by Representative 
Wylie Galt of Martinsdale, the bill 
would allow production compa-
nies and filmmakers to apply for 
tax incentives that would make 
filming in Montana a more viable 
and affordable option rather than 
going to another state or another 
country to film stories that may 
still be “set” in Montana.

The bill outlines the potential 
tax credit to be equal to 20 percent 
of the “production expenditures in 
the state in the tax year,” but the 
size of the credit could vary based 
on certain factors, such as whether 
the project is an ongoing television 
series, a film or a project worked 
on by students in the Montana uni-
versity system.

There are options to apply for 
an additional five percent cred-
it for “production expenditures 
made in an underserved area,” and 
for 25 percent of the compensation 
paid to each crew or production 
staff member who is a Montana 
resident. 

“This incentive would tip the 
scales to yes on a number of large 
projects that are ripe and ready to 
shoot in the state as soon as this 
summer,” writes Jeri Rafter, a 
Missoula-based producer whose 
projects have been featured at the 

International Rotterdam Film Fes-
tival, the Travel Channel and other 
national and international stages. 
Rafter currently helps produce 
Missoula’s annual International 
Wildlife Film Festival.

“But more than that, this in-
centive would generate a ton of 
outside spending coming into our 
state and bolster our small econo-
mies,” Rafter says. “It would pro-
vide production companies a way 
to pay an honest day’s wage and it 
emphasizes and prioritizes hiring 
local Montana workers and ven-
dors.”

Rafter uses as examples the 
films “Cut Bank” and “Lewis and 
Clark.” 

“Cut Bank,” a 2015 film which 
starred Liam Hemsworth, Billy 
Bob Thornton and John Malkov-
ich, is set in the town of Cut Bank 
in Glacier County, but was filmed 
in Alberta, Canada. 

“Lewis and Clark,” a television 
miniseries designed to retell the 
story of the 1806 expedition pro-
duced by Ben Aff leck and starring 
his younger brother Casey, was 
also slated to film in Canada, even 
for the parts of the expedition that 
went through Montana. That proj-
ect was later largely scrapped as 
producers returned to the drawing 
board in 2016 and never resumed 
filming.

The hope is that with the tax in-
centives provided by the MEDIA 
Act, fewer projects will choose to 
leave Montana in favor of cheap-
er production locations, and local 
talent would be able to find easier 
employment in the film industry.

Allyson Adams, a screenwrit-
er and producer based in Virginia 
City, has written three award-win-
ning screenplays, all of which take 
place in Montana. She’d like to 
keep production here too.

“It is my dream to shoot them 
here instead of Canada or New 
Mexico,” says Adams. “However, 

they both offer 25-35 percent film 
incentives. If Montana had a 25 
percent cash back incentive then 
we could give our awesome state, 
economy, talent and crew a shot 
at bringing some of those produc-
tions here.”

Adams moved to Madison 
County in 1973, and in 2000 made 
a film about congresswoman Jean-
nette Rankin, the first woman to 
hold an American federal office 
and the only U.S. congressional 
representative to vote against both 
world wars. Adams shot the film 
entirely in Virginia City and Ne-
vada City and wouldn’t have had it 
any other way.

“It’s a perfect example of why 
Montana is such a beautiful place 
to make movies,” she says. “And I 
think we have the crown jewel of 
Montana in Virginia City and Ne-
vada City.”

Adams wants people like her—
Montana-based film producers—
to have the opportunity to find 
work here in their state, rather 
than having to leave to find well-
paid jobs or scraping by work-
ing multiple jobs while waiting 
for film opportunities to come to 
Montana.

“We have so much talent here,” 
she says. “Actors, filmmakers, 
writers, cinematographers, crews, 
everything. If we brought more 
films here, all of us could work 
more.”

Proponents say the bill will 
also create jobs statewide across 
a variety of industries, will boost 
Montana small businesses like 
restaurants, hotels and other ser-
vices, and drive tourism. Rafter 
says that every project filmed in 
Montana is a postcard for the state. 

“We want to keep Montana sto-
ries in Montana,” she says, “film-
ing them in the real locations with 
Montana residents. Montana-made 
films resonate with the world.”

The MEDIA Act was first 
drafted in November and under-
went final review in January. The 
state legislature heard the bill for 
the first time earlier this month 
and passed it into a committee for 
further review. The bill will likely 
be voted on later this legislative 
session.

Virginia City-based filmmaker Allyson Adams filmed the entirety of her film “Peace is a Woman’s Job,” about 
the live of Jeannette Rankin, in Virginia City and Nevada City. Adams says the MEDIA Act, currently before the 
state legislature, will help allow more filmmakers to pursue projects in the Treasure State. (Montana Heri-
tage Commission photo)

Media Act seeks to bring 
film projects to Montana

HB 293 receives positive
legislative feedback



We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

health & Wellness

Goals are important in life. Striving for the best, pushing ourselves 
to do better—that’s what makes us human. At Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare, our orthopedic team’s goals are the same as yours: to 
operate at peak performance.  We use state-of-the-art techniques to 
repair or replace knees, hips, shoulders, ankles, elbows, and even 
wrists. Patients of all ages are resuming active lifestyles again and 
living their best lives. Don’t let bone or joint pain keep you down 
any longer. Get back on top with Barrett Hospital & HealthCare.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

We are pleased 
to welcome  
Dr. Richards, DO.
  
Dr. Daniel T. Richards is a  
specialist with more than 16 
years’ experience in Orthopedic 
Surgery - Sports Medicine,  
seeing patients of all ages. 

No referral necessary! Call 406-683-1188 to schedule  
an appointment with Dr. Richards today.

Peak Performance 
Your best is our best

Orthopedics

When skin deep isn’t deep enough to
determine the problem...

Joan Hendrickson, 
RT(R)

Mary Ann Birdsill, 
RT(R)(M)(ARRT)

Tonya Romkema, 
RT(R)

Darci Doig, 
RT(R)(BD)(ARRT)

321 Madison Street
Sheridan, MT 59749

(406) 842-5453
www.RVMC.org

For the first time in the Ruby Valley, Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
tests will be available at the Ruby Valley Medical Center

twice a month!  Call our Radiology Department for an appointment.

Break the Cycle is a great web-
site dedicated to support and in-
spire young people to build healthy 
relationships and create a culture 
without abuse.  The following in-
formation is from this organization 
and more information is available on 
their website, www.breakthecycle.
org.

Research shows that one in three 
teens will be abused by a dating 
partner and despite the pervasive-
ness of this problem, few parents are 
discussing the topic with their chil-
dren. In fact, according to recent re-
search, three out of four parents have 
never had a conversation about do-
mestic violence with their children.

Parents are the key to sharing 
this message with their children. 
Parents have a huge influence on 
how kids come to feel about them-
selves and understand healthy rela-
tionships. However, many parents 
may not think or know that dating 
abuse is a significant problem. This 
is not a problem of “big cities”.  It 
happens in small towns just like Dil-
lon. Other people and professionals 
that engage with young people are 
encouraged to talk to kids about 
dating violence too. It needs to be a 
consistent message that comes from 
all aspects of our community.

Here are three quick tips to help 
support children and teens in your 
life:

Take them seriously and listen. 
Remember that young people are 
experts in their own lives. Their ex-
periences with building and ending 
relationships are real, and they will 
guide you to what they need if you 
slow down and listen.

Model healthy self-love and 
healthy relationships. Remember 
that the best way to teach and nur-
ture young people is to act in the way 
you want them to act. That means 
you are honest: Let them know rela-
tionships can be hard, but they can 
also be a lot of fun. Let them see you 
practice self-care and maintain your 
boundaries. Let them see you show 
compassion and empathy toward 
others and yourself. They are watch-
ing and learning from what you do 

— maybe even more than from what 
you say.

Remind them of their worth, 
even when (especially when) they 
make mistakes. Make sure to re-
mind your child that they are still 
worthy of love, even when they 
are not being the best versions of 
themselves. It is important to teach 
them that actions have consequenc-
es AND that you care for them. 
Remind them that even after they 
make a mistake, they can work to 
be better and make things right. 

Loveisrespect helps teens and 
young adults, ages 13-24 navigate 
the spectrum of relationship be-
haviors and is complimented by the 

new, nationwide, 24-hour, seven 
days a week text helpline. By sim-
ply texting “loveis” to 22522, teens 
and young adults are connected 
safely and anonymously to trained 
peer advocates who provide sup-
port, safety tips and referrals. Dis-
creetly, texters can get help about 
their own relationships or a friend’s. 
Beaverhead County’s Community 
Support Center also has a 24-hour 
crisis hotline at 1-800-253-9811.  
Beaverhead Family Planning is 
committed to education and raising 
awareness.  For more information, 
please contact Family Planning at 
683-4771.

February is teen dating awareness month

© Can Stock Photo / keeweeboy

BILLINGS – In the United States alone, more 
than 5 million individuals are living with Alzhei-
mer’s and 16 million are serving as their unpaid 
caregivers. The disease is a global crisis that impacts 
many Montana families. Currently over 20,000 
Montanans are living with Alzheimer’s and another 
50,000 family members and friends are providing 
their care.  It can be an isolating experience, but no 
one needs to face this disease alone or without in-
formation.

The Alzheimer’s Association® is offering a se-
ries of educational programs that cover key infor-
mation about Alzheimer’s and dementia and related 
topics for people who are facing a diagnosis as well 
as those who wish to be informed. 

Because people are not always able leave home 
or work to attend the in-person classes, we offer free 
monthly presentations by phone and on-line. Please 
register by noon the day before the program by call-
ing: 800.272.3900. The call-in information is provid-
ed upon registration.

Thursday, February 28, 3 – 4 p.m., Understand-
ing Alzheimer’s & Dementia –Join us to learn about 
the impact of Alzheimer’s disease and other types 
of dementia. We will discuss the difference between 

Alzheimer’s and dementia, disease stages, risk fac-
tors, current research, and treatments available to 
address some symptoms.

Thursday, March 28, 1 – 2 p.m., Effective Com-
munication Strategies – Learn to decode the verbal 
and behavioral messages delivered by someone with 
dementia and identify strategies to help you connect 
and communicate at each stage of the disease.

About the Alzheimer’s Association
The Alzheimer’s Association Montana Chapter, 

based in Billings, is the leading source of informa-
tion and support for the more than 20,000 Montanans 
living with Alzheimer’s disease and related demen-
tias, their 50,000 family caregivers. The Alzheimer’s 
Association offers education and, through a no-cost 
24/7 Helpline, they provide care coordination, coun-
seling, and resources. In addition, contributions help 
fund advancements in research to prevent, treat and 
eventually conquer this disease. The Alzheimer’s 
Association advocates for those living with Alzhei-
mer’s and their families on related legislative issues, 
and with health and long-term care providers. For 
information call the Alzheimer’s Association 24/7 
Helpline at 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org.

Alzheimer’s Assn Offers over-the-
phone dementia education series

Free educational presentations

As 2019 dawns, some people 
are taking a “new year-new you” 
approach. They’re determined to 
make self-improvements that pro-
vide a fresh, positive outlook and 
strong sense of well-being.

But sometimes health factors 

undermine those good intentions, 
such as depression and its link to 
hormone imbalances. There are 
myriad ways both men and women 
suffer adverse effects to their hor-
mones, says Don Colbert, M.D., 
and many of them are avoidable.

“We are exposed to thousands 
of toxic chemicals on a regular ba-
sis in the air, water and food,” says 
Colbert. “Some of them are hor-
mone disruptors because they dis-
turb your endocrine system, wreak-
ing havoc and creating hormonal 
imbalances. They actually cause 
depression, and other ailments 
such as type 2 diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart disease, obesity. De-
creasing the number of disruptions 
will improve your health.”

Top hormone disruptors in-
clude:

• Lifestyle choices. “Whether 
it’s weight gain and a lack of ex-
ercise, anger and unforgiveness, 
drinking too much alcohol or some 
other thing that can be controlled, 
your hormone levels drop and you 
begin a slow slide to poorer health,” 
Dr. Colbert says. “Make better 
choices.”

• Medications affect the body’s 
cells, and sometimes side effects 
manifest in major problems. For ex-

ample, Dr. Colbert cites Mayo Clin-
ic research showing a prescription 
statin drug that lowered cholesterol 
could result in liver damage, mem-
ory loss or type 2 diabetes. He esti-
mate that 55 percent of the popula-
tion is taking pills that directly and 
negatively affect hormones. Get off 
them.

• Things you touch. Chemicals 
entering the body through the skin 
can cause long-term damage. Dr. 
Colbert notes phthalates, found 
in household cleaners, cosmetics, 
toys and numerous other products 
negatively affect the body’s abili-
ty to use testosterone, Another is 
BPA (bisphenol A), found inside 
of metal-canned foods and plas-
tic food-storing containers. BPA 
has been linked to cancer, fertility 
problems, developmental issues 
and heart disease. Use glass jars or 
ceramic containers.

• Diet. The standard diet is usu-
ally low in key nutrients supporting 
a healthy thyroid. Many hormone 
imbalances have low iodine. The 
best solution is eat more vegetables.

• Aging. Estrogen levels for 
women begin to decline around the 
age of 50; for men, testosterone lev-
els can drop low around age 45-50.

The five biggest hormone disruptors
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columns

Old Sally
The first time I saw Sally, 

she was only three years old.  
Her halter had been snubbed 
up tight.  She was shivering 
from the cold.  

“She isn’t mean, just not 
too bright.”  That’s what her 
owner said.  I wondered how 
she stayed alive.  That horse 
had not been fed.

She hopped up in the trail-
er and she didn’t even balk.  
That horse just needed some-
one with a nice and easy talk.  

Well Sally fit right in and 
didn’t cause us any fuss.  I 

sure was glad she had a home 
away from that old cuss. 

We fed that filly grain and 
hay.  She filled out really fast.  
I wondered how much animals 
remember of their past.

Some horses take some 
extra work to get them fit to 
ride.  But Sally was a natural.  
She had a perfect stride.  

We rode that horse ‘bout 
every day.  Hers was a house-
hold name.  My kids would 
ride three at a time, ‘cuz Sally 
was so tame.  

One day my younger chil-

dren didn’t cinch the saddle 
tight, and it slipped down un-
derneath the horse.   My kids 
screamed out with fright.  

But Sally knew just what 
to do.  She didn’t move at all.  
My kids climbed out from un-
der.  Good thing she wasn’t 
tall.  

As years went by, each 
child of ours grew up and left 
the fold.  Old Sally, we all 
called her then, now twen-
ty-two years old.   

Old Sally must have felt 
alone when good times didn’t 

last.  Maybe horses do remem-
ber just a little of their past.    

When our kids come home 
to visit, they bring children 
of their own.  And all those 
grandkids tell me, “She’s the 
best horse ever known.”

They ride her every day 
until they’ve said all their 
goodbyes.  Old Sally really 
loves our kids.  I see it in her 
eyes.  

Will Sally be around much 
longer?  None of us can say.  
But this will always be her 
home until her dying day.

COMMODITY INSITE:     The first time in years    by Jerry Welch

According to climate analy-
sis by NASA and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, 2018 was official-
ly Earth’s fourth hottest, most 
searing, blistering and swelter-
ing year on record. 

“In 2018, the average glob-
al temperature was 1.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit warmer than the 
1951-80 mean. The average 
global surface temperature has 
risen about 2 degrees Fahren-
heit since the 1880s.” says www.
newyorkdailynews.com.

The previous hottest years 
on record were and so far are, 
2015, 2016 and 2017. Also ac-
cording to www.newyorkdaily.
news.com. “As for the Unit-
ed States, 2018’s climate was 
warmer-than-average for the 
22nd consecutive year, accord-
ing to the NOAA. It was also the 
14th warmest year for the U.S. 

on record.”
Let’s look back and history 

and see how Mother Nature im-
pacted the grain complex when 
she blasted the U.S. Grain Belt 
with hotter than normal tem-
peratures during the growing 
season. Understand, Mother 
Nature and the value of the 
US dollar are the two big wild 
cards when it comes to the US 
ag-markets and their value.

In the fall of 1972, torren-
tial rain began to fall in the 
Grain Belt with soybean prices 
at $3.40 a bushel. So much rain 
fell that more soybeans were 
harvested in January of 1973, 
than the previous four months. 
And by June of 1973, soybean 
prices kissed $12.90 a bushel. 
Hot and dry did not push prices 
higher but Mother Nature was 
still to blame.

In 1983, a hot July in the 

Grain Belt caused corn prices 
to rise 36 percent, $1 a bushel 
from June to August. In 1988, 
it turned unusually hot and dry 
in April, May and June. As a 
result, corn prices rose $1.40, 
up 65 percent. In 1995 corn fu-
tures rose from $2.75 a bushel to 
nearly $5.50 in April  of 1996. 
In 2003, a hot August caused 
soybean prices to double in val-
ue while corn and wheat rose 50 
percent. In 2007-08, the world’s 
major wheat producers expe-
rienced subpar crops and all 
grains hit all time record high 
prices with Kansas City wheat 
nearly touching $14 a bushel.

I’m lifting some thoughts 
in “Haunted By Markets” that 
I penned in February of  2007; 
thoughts that  seem timely this 
year in light of the fact that the 
four hottest, years on record 
were 2015 – 2018.

“The key to grain prices 
from now until harvest is the 
weather,” I wrote. “It is not 
current price levels, acreage 
shifts, ending stocks, seasonal 
price tendencies or any other 
force. A wet spring, a hot and 
dry summer, an early frost or a 
wet harvest will send prices to 
higher levels. It all depends on 
the weather. Based on my gut 
and gut alone, I’m betting this 
summer will rival that of 1988 
in terms of hot and dry and mar-
ket impact. If so, buckle up be-
cause the price volatility will be 
intense beyond description.”

The unusually hot and dry 
weather of 1988 is now dubbed 
the Great Drought Year of 88.

In the opening months of that 
year, corn was trading at $2.15 a 
bushel, soybeans at $6.25 and 
wheat $3.20. The eventual high 
for those grain markets in 1988 

was $3.60 for corn, $11 a bush-
el for soybeans and $4.10 for 
wheat.

There is an old saw about 
the grain markets that is 100 
percent accurate: A corn crop 
is made or broken in July and 
a soybean crop in August. If 
Mother Nature stirs up trouble 
in the way of drought-like grow-
ing conditions it usually surfac-
es between mid-June to July 4.

Moving forward from those 
dates, the grain crops will be 
either made or broken. And of 
course, prices will respond ac-
cordingly.

From 2015 through in-
cluding last year, timely rains 
hit the Grain Belt during the 
months of July and August de-
spite those being the most four 
hottest years on record. Had it 
not been for those timely rains, 
it is quite possible that grain 

prices may have rallied dra-
matically. American grain pro-
ducers were lucky in the years 
2015 thru 2018 and did not have 
to endure the agony of wither-
ing crops and sharply lower 
production.

But I fear that this year 
drought-like conditions will 
surface during the growing 
season.

I doubt timely rains will 
take place this year as they did 
the previous four years. Keep 
a close eye on the weather be-
tween June 15 and Indepen-
dence Day. But also realize 
that threatening weather could 
unfold as early as April. Which 
of course, is just around the 
corner. 

I expect Mother Nature to 
jolt grain prices upward this 
growing season for the first 
time in years.

Hollowtop Smoke Signals  by Art Kehler
BIG BROTHER-PROVOKED PRIVATION

Some observations 
concerning a taxing 

time of year

Doubtless now is the most 
taxing time of year in the Tri-
City (Harrison, Pony and Norris) 
area. Despite the fact that the 
state and federal tax deadline 
falls in the middle of April, a col-
lective sense of inevitable gloom 
has already set in. Not only are 

our monetary resources about to 
be taxed, but so is our ability to 
make ends meet in the meantime. 
It’s enough to tax one’s sani-
ty. The cold hard fact is that we 
have entered an annual period of 
government-induced economic 
downturn that I think of as, “Big 
Brother Provoked Privation.”

Still, having been born in the 
mid-20th century, I was raised to 
believe it is a privilege to pay tax-
es in this country.  I still believe 
that, although not to the same ex-
tent as previously.  For one thing, 
the percentage of earned income 
paid in taxes has increased dra-
matically over the years. So, 
nowadays, Tri-City citizens are 
having to cut way back on cur-
rent spending in order to have 
enough money to pay their taxes.

As a result, many people are 
staying home as much as pos-
sible. Unnecessary lights are 
left off. Thermostats are turned 
down and knitted Afghans are 
broken out to lessen the chill.  
Even cherished electric blankets 
are being turned off at night.  
Instead, bulky buffalo robes are 
employed to keep beds warm. 

Moreover, things are so des-
perate that even some pets are 
receiving fewer treats. For in-
stance, what used to qualify as 
doggy table scraps are now being 
saved for leftover meals.  Conse-
quently, many Tri-City canines 
have been reduced to chowing 
down on run-of-the-mill, dry 
dog food.  I have also heard that 
the water dishes of certain fussy 
cats are being filled with ordi-

nary water instead of their usual 
pricey, rodent-flavored beverag-
es.  Perhaps most alarming, some 
local children have had to give 
up their Frosted Flakes for a ge-
neric brand of plain, toasted oats 
for breakfast.  Apparently local 
wisdom holds that it is better to 
freeze and starve than to provoke 
Big Brother. 

Additionally, local men have 
taken to using old-fashioned ra-
zors and shaving cream to avoid 
operating their electric shavers.  
As a result, the spectacle of faces 
spotted with bloody tissue pa-
per has become commonplace.  
Beards are also in vogue again. 
Meanwhile, area women have 
been required to replace their 
pricey shampoo with a less cost-
ly bar of Irish Spring. Moreover, 

word has it that some mothers 
are replacing expensive Pam-
pers with used cowboy-hand-
kerchief-diapers to clothe their 
tykes.  Will the horrible priva-
tions never cease?

Of course, all the above grim 
circumstances contribute to the 
onset of cabin fever.  Not only 
that, they exacerbate its effects.  
When people don’t even have 
enough money to leave their 
houses for extended periods, 
they tend to get cranky.  Couple 
that with long dark nights, bit-
ter cold weather, and a looming 
tax bill, and it’s no wonder some 
folks are going bonkers.

But, take heart!  As is the 
case every year, after their tax-
es have been paid, Tri-City res-
idents will become giddy with 

the desire to spend.  It will be as 
though the weight of Big-Broth-
er-Provoked- Privation has been 
lifted from their shoulders, in 
one fell swoop.  Spring will be 
just around the corner.  Expec-
tations of warm weather and 
increased employment will un-
leash a veritable storm of spend-
ing activity. Let the good times 
roll!  After all, before you know 
it, the taxing time of year will be 
here again.

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

By Hannah Stiff, BBB

An insidious scam is making its 
way throughout the northwest, rob-
bing hardworking business owners in 
a sly, sneaky way. The worst part, it 
seems like this scam starts at the very 
top. 

Here’s the gist: a hardworking em-
ployee gets an email from the CEO of 
the company. The CEO mentions to 
the employee that they need help with 
a special project. The employee jumps 
at the chance to help. But what that 
employee doesn’t realize is they’re 
about to be scammed by cunning con 
artists.

This scam, known as the “CEO 
impersonator scam”, has already 
cost businesses over half a billion 
dollars. Phishing scams – those pes-
ky emails that prompt you to open 
something containing malware or 
click a link to gather and steal your 
information - have been around for 
years. And though malicious emails 
haven’t changed a lot, scammers are 
setting their sights on new targets. As 
skiers and extreme sports enthusiasts 
say, “go big or go home,” and that’s 
exactly what scammers are doing. By 
targeting front line employees saying 
they are high-level executives, these 

scammers are gaining access to com-
pany information and cash.

The Better Business Bureau has 
been hearing about this scam hitting 
businesses across the northwest. The 
CEO impersonation scam involves 
the con artist reaching out to em-
ployees who can pay a large bill or 
provide wide-sweeping information, 
sometimes in obvious roles like hu-
man resources, other times in differ-
ent capacities within a company. The 
scammer pretends to be the CEO or 
CFO (Chief Financial Officer) to give 
the request legitimacy and urgency. 
The request will often be for a large 
money transfer via wire, or gift card 
purchases which are non-recoverable. 
Scammers often make their requests 
more plausible using details they’ve 
dug up by researching the company or 
hacking.

Unfortunately, because the target-
ed employees are ready to help, they 
often don’t hesitate to complete the 
task, either leaking important infor-
mation or spending big dollars on gift 
cards, thinking the whole time that 
they are helping their boss accomplish 
an important task.

Police in neighboring Idaho have 
recently started warning the com-
munity about this scam because they 

have been receiving multiple reports 
of this scam hitting local business-
es. Most recently, an employee at a 
Boise-based retail store received in-
structions, from someone claiming 
to be from the corporate office, to 
use $1,500 from the cash register to 
purchase three $500 gift cards. While 
we are unsure of the reason given for 
this request, we do know that once 
the employee reads off the gift card 
numbers and code, the money is gone. 
Scammers quickly drain the funds in 
a matter of minutes and unlike a cred-
it card, there is no way for victims to 
recoup those funds.

So how do you keep your Montana 
business and employees safe? BBB 
suggests the following:

• Be wary of short, generic mes-
sages. Scammers won’t write a long 
email; they’ll try to pass off some-
thing short and generic, hoping the 
worker acts quickly without thinking.

• Ask about the policies and pro-
cedures in place regarding sharing 
business information. For example, 
never send sensitive, personal, or pro-
prietary information via email regard-
less of who’s asking for it.

• Watch out for emails sent to 
groups. Sending an email “from the 
CEO” to a staff or employee email list 

is the fastest way for a scammer to at-
tack and affect an entire business.

• Notify your supervisor or boss if 
you receive a call, text or email claim-
ing to be someone from within com-
pany, especially if it’s with an unusual 
task. Don’t be afraid to ask if some-
thing doesn’t feel right.

If you get a call or email from a 
scammer, report it to BBB Scam 
Tracker. This free resource provides a 
place to research and submit scam-re-
lated information, so BBB can inves-
tigate further and educate others.

For more information, visit bbb.
org or email your Montana Market-
place Manager at Hannah.stiff@
thebbb.org

About BBB 
BBB is a nonprofit, business-sup-

ported organization that sets and up-
holds high standards for fair and hon-
est business behavior. BBB services 
to consumers are free of charge. BBB 
provides objective advice, BBB Busi-
ness Profiles on more than 5.3 million 
companies, 11,000 charity reviews, 
dispute resolution services, alerts and 
educational information on topics af-
fecting marketplace trust. Visit bbb.
org for more information.

CEO scams affecting businesses bottom line

Hannah Stiff of the Better Business Bureau
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

Editor's Note: Any 
editorial cartoons 
printed in our paper 
do not reflect the 
opinion of the staff of 
The Madisonian.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
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HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, util-
ities included, non-smoking, no 

dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Manager 
at 406-682-5737.

15-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755 MOVING SALE

FOR RENT

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

CLOSING SALE 
Mountain View TV closing the 

electronic store, everything 
must go, 50% or more off 

merchandise. Mountain View TV 
& Satellite still open for satellite 

and TV service. 
Mountain View TV, 6 Sunrise 

Loop, 682-7858

Dietary Aide/Cook - 
Part-time 

This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 
setting. If you are interested 
in a rewarding career, Madi-

son Valley Manor is the place. 
Join our TEAM! Competitive 
Pay Government Retirement 

Benefits including health insur-
ance, vacation/sick leave, paid 
holidays, life insurance Please 
contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-
7271 for more information or 
the online employment page 

at www.madisoncountymt.gov 
EOE

RANCH HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bedroom, 1 bath upstairs, 

Washer/dryer, 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath downstairs. 1 mile from 

Sheridan. $900.00 per month + 
utilities. Small pet negotiable. 

References required. 
406-842-5116

Ennis Schools is immediately 
seeking applicants for a 

custodian This position will be 
40hrs/week Monday-Friday. 
Shift will start at 3p.m and 
end at 11pm. Summer hours 

will be 7am-5pm. Starting pay 
$12.25/hr. Full benefit package 
including up to $700/month for 

health insurance. The successful 
candidate will be subject to a 
state and federal background 

check. If interested please 
contact Superintendent Casey 

Klasna at 682-4258.

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

Place Your Classified
682-7755

FOR SALE

Grass hay - small square bales. 
No rain. Approximately 9 - 10 
tons. Prefer you haul. Call for 

details: 406-685-3395

Extension Agent, Madison/
Jefferson Counties, Whitehall, 

MT. Full time. Will plan, 
implement and evaluate 

educational programs in 4-H/
Youth Development. For 

complete details and to apply: 
https://jobs.montana.edu/

postings/14979. For assistance, 
contact Dan Lucas (406) 274-

8969 or Daniel.lucas@montana.
edu. Screening begins February 

25, 2019. Equal Opportunity. 
Veterans Disabled 46-48c

MOVING SALE 
2 upright freezers, entertainment 
center, Husqvarna 18HP riding 
lawnmower + odds and ends. 

Call for list of additional items - 
843-5223

Year 2000 8 ft Camper. Over-
head. Shell. Slideout. Fully 

Loaded. $8500.00. Call 1-406-
451-9648 and leave message--

we’ll return your call.

The Old Hotel is Hiring Qualified 
Front & Back of the House 

Staff • Servers • Line Cooks • 
Dishwashers Must be Available 
15-20 Hours a Week Nights & 

Weekends Experience Preferred 
RASS Trained or Eligible to 

Sell/Serve Alcohol Please Send 
Resumé to: PO Box 242 Twin 
Bridges, MT 59754 or email: 

oldhotel@3rivers.net

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a Nurse’s Aide. 

Applicants to complete an 
employment application and 
submit a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call 
Madison Valley Medical Center 

at 682-6862.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a Part Time Licensed 

Clinical Social Worker. 
Applicants to complete an 

employment application and 
submit a resume to 

careers@mvmedcenter.org or 
call Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

Local home builder looking for 
Independent Carpenters and 

an apprentice carpenter/laborer 
for the 2019 building season. 

Building in and around Ennis. 
406-531-3173

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

2-Year TV Price Guarantee 
FREE Voice Remote  

Smart HD DVR Included

Demo the Best in Entertainment  
Technology at Your Local DISH Retailer

Add internet  
from $49.99

Eagle Satellite, 
Serving Montana since 1980

406-728-9999
www.eaglesattv.com

Restrictions apply.

Place Your Classified
682-7755

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755
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 more MARKETPLACE

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and we 
can take it from there.

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live?  
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP!

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood?

WE CAN HELP!

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources 
Department at 406-843-4201. Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Madison County Employee Benefits

• Public Employees Retirement System – 5 
Year Vesting
• 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option 
Savings
• Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS 
optional dependent coverage
• 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick 
Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
• 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid 
holidays in even numbered years)
• Employer Sponsored Life Insurance 
$20,000
• Optional dental & life insurance benefits

Additional employee benefit information is 
available online at
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
Join Our Team!

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Aide/Cook Part-time;
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Kitchen Aide-Part-time;
• Director of Nursing-Full-time;
• Social Services Designee-Part-time;
Madison County, MT
• Alternate Senior Citizen’s Bus Driver-Part-time;
• Deputy Clerk of District Court-Part-time;
• Weed Compliance/Mapping Technician-Part-time-Seasonal; and
• Weed Field Crew Personnel-Full-time-Temporary.

MADISON COUNTY
Employment Opportunities

Ad #043
Real Estate– Northwest Mon-
tana – Company owned. Small 
and large acre parcels. Private. 
Trees and meadows. National 
Forest boundaries. Tungsten-
holdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #044
Authentic Timber Framed 

Barns. Residential and Com-
mercial Timber Packages. Full 
Service Design - Build Since 
1990, (406) 581-3014 brett@
bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad # 045
PRIVATE TREATY HERE-

FORD BULLS. MC brand MC-
MURRY CATTLE BILLING. 

WEBSITE:  mcmurrycattle.com
REASONABLY PRICED. 

PROVEN BALANCED TRAIT 
GENETICS. Delivery available. 
HP (406) 254 1247. CELL. (406) 
697 4040. Email mcmurrycat-

tle@gmail.com

Ad #046
Madison County, Virginia City, 
MT is recruiting for a Full-time 
Planning Director, Information 

can be located at www.madison-
countymt.gov. Contact Human 

Resources (406) 843-4201. 
tmahlstede@madisoncountymt.
gov. EOE/ Position Open Until 

Filled

Ad # 047
If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertis-
ing works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, ser-

vice, event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 

or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 

or email stacy@mtnewspapers.
com or member@mtnewspa-

pers.com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
FEBRUARY 28, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN RE 
THE ESTATE OF KENNETH J. KELLY, 
Deceased. Probate No. DP-29-2018-
9 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named Estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this Notice or said claims will 
be forever barred. Claims must be mailed 
to Ronald Berry, Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, in care of Jason 
A. Williams, Esq., Datsopoulos, MacDonald 
& Lind, P.C., 201 W. Main St., Suite 201, 
Missoula, Montana, 59802, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above Court. DATED this 7th 
day of February, 2019.
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 28,  2019)
Dastopoulus, MacDonald and Lind
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on 
June 10, 2019, at 10:00 AM at the main 
entrance of 100 Wallace Street, Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described real 
property situated in Madison County, State 
of Montana: Lot 4A as shown and described 
on the Amended Plat of Lots 4 and 5, Block 
3 of Armitage’s Deer Meadow Addition to 
the Town of Ennis, as said Plat is filed in 
Plat Book 2, Page 142, records of Madison 
County, Montana. More commonly known 
as 833 South 2nd Street, Ennis, MT 59729. 
Stephen H. Ellis, as Grantor, conveyed said 
real property to Montana Title and Escrow, 
Inc., as Trustee, to secure an obligation 
owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Irwin Mortgage 
Corporation, its successors and assigns, by 
Deed of Trust on May 1, 2006, and filed for 
record in the records of the County Clerk 
and Recorder in Madison County, State of 
Montana, on May 8, 2006 as Instrument 
No. 113142, of Official Records. The Deed 
of Trust was assigned for value as follows: 
Assignee: Deutsche Bank Trust Company 
Americas, as Trustee for Residential 
Accredit Loans, Inc., Mortgage Asset-
Backed Pass-Through Certificates, Series 
2006-QS10 Assignment Dated: August 21, 
2013 Assignment Recorded: August 30, 
2013 Assignment Recording Information: 
as Instrument No. 152358 All in the records 
of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Madison County, Montana Benjamin J. 
Mann is the Successor Trustee pursuant 
to a Substitution of Trustee recorded in the 
office of the Clerk and Recorder of Madison 
County, State of Montana, on April 25, 
2018 as Instrument No. 177580, of Official 
Records. The Beneficiary has declared a 
default in the terms of said Deed of Trust 
due to Grantor’s failure to make monthly 
payments beginning July 1, 2016, and 
each month subsequent, which monthly 
installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said 
obligation and other charges against the 
property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing 
on the obligation secured by said Trust 
Deed immediately due and payable. The 
total amount due on this obligation is the 
principal sum of $316,562.38, interest in 
the sum of $38,784.00, escrow advances 
of $13,083.24, other amounts due and 
payable in the amount of $3,664.17 for a 
total amount owing of $372,093.79, plus 
accruing interest, late charges, and other 
fees and costs that may be incurred or 
advanced. The Beneficiary anticipates 
and may disburse such amounts as may 
be required to preserve and protect the 
property and for real property taxes that 
may become due or delinquent, unless such 
amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If 
such amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, 
the amounts or taxes will be added to 
the obligations secured by the Deed of 
Trust. Other expenses to be charged 
against the proceeds of this sale include 
the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees, 
costs and expenses of the sale, and late 
charges, if any. Beneficiary has elected, and 
has directed the Trustee to sell the above 
described property to satisfy the obligation. 
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the Beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale. The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed, without any representation 
or warranty, including warranty of title, 
express or implied, as the sale is made 
strictly on an as-is, where-is basis, without 
limitation, the sale is being made subject 
to all existing conditions, if any, of lead 
paint, mold or other environmental or 
health hazards. The sale purchaser shall 
be entitled to possession of the property on 
the 10th day following the sale. The Grantor, 
successor in interest to the Grantor, or 
any other person having an interest in 
the property, has the right, at any time 
prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the 
Beneficiary, or the successor in interest to 
the Beneficiary, the entire amount then due 
under the Deed of Trust and the obligation 
secured thereby (including costs and 
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal 
as would not then be due had no default 
occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of 
being cured by tendering the performance 
required under the obligation or to cure the 
default, by paying all costs and expenses 
actually incurred in enforcing the obligation 
and Deed of Trust with Successor Trustee’s 
and attorney’s fees. In the event that all 
defaults are cured the foreclosure will be 
dismissed and the foreclosure sale will be 
canceled. The scheduled Trustee’s Sale 
may be postponed by public proclamation 
up to 15 days for any reason. In the event 
of a bankruptcy filing, the sale may be 
postponed by the Trustee for up to 120 days 
by public proclamation at least every 30 
days. If the Trustee is unable to convey title 
for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole 
and exclusive remedy shall be the return 

of monies paid to the Successor Trustee 
and the successful bidder shall have no 
further recourse. This is an attempt to 
collect a debt and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose. Dated this 
29th day of January, 2019. Benjamin J. 
Mann, Substitute Trustee 376 East 400 
South, Suite 300, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
Telephone: 801-355-2886 Office Hours: 
Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM (MST) File No. 52473
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Halliday, Watkins and Mann
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF BARBARA 
JENNIE MCGOWAN, Deceased. DP – 
29-2019-6 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against the said deceased are required to 
present their claims within four months after 
the date of the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever barred. Claims 
must either be mailed to Cindy McGowan 
Martinson, Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at McLean, Younkin & 
Willett, PLLC, 2066 Stadium Drive, Suite 
101, Bozeman, Montana 59715, or filed 
with the Clerk of the above-entitled Court. I 
declare under penalty of perjury and under 
the laws of the State of Montana that the 
foregoing is true and correct. DATED this 4th 
day of February, 2019. /S/ Cindy McGowan 
Martinson, Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Barbara Jennie McGowan
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 28, 2019)
McLean, Younkin and Willet
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Virginia City will have a final reading of the 
new sign ordinance on March 7, 2019 at 7:00 
pm. A draft of the ordinance will be available 
at the Town office. Questions or remarks 
may be e-mailed to townofvc@3rivers.
net(Pub. Feb. 21, 28, 2019)
Town of Virginia City
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of M&W Mining and Refining Inc., 
Comprehensive Bond Review for Operating 
Permit No. 00152 The Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) has completed 
a comprehensive five-year reclamation 
bond review for M&W Milling and Refining, 
Inc. (M&W). M&W is authorized to operate 
a custom mill under Operating Permit No. 
00152. The mill site is located on private 
land in Section 27, Township 6 South, 
Range 3 West in Madison County, located 
about one mile southwest of Virginia City, 
MT. DEQ currently holds a reclamation 
bond in the amount of $175,015. DEQ is 
proposing to increase the bond amount 
by $30,974 to $205,989. The increase 
in the bond amount is mostly due to an 
increase in labor and equipment costs. The 
procedure for increasing bonds resulting 
from a comprehensive bond review is set 
forth in Section 82-4-338(3), MCA. The 
company and the public have until March 
26, 2019 to comment on the proposed 
bond increase. DEQ will then issue a final 
bond determination. The company and 
any person with an interest that may be 
adversely affected by DEQ’ s final bond 
determination may obtain a contested case 
hearing before the Board of Environmental 
Review by filing with DEQ within 30 days of 
the issuance of the final bond determination 
a written request for a hearing stating the 
reason for the request. A copy of the bond 
calculation that forms the basis for the 
proposed bond increase can be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Environmental 
Quality, Hard Rock Mining Bureau, P. 0. Box 
200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901, or by 
calling Herb Rolfes at (406) 444-3841 or 
e-mail at hrolfes@mt.gov.
(Published Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 2019)
Dept. Environmental Quality
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF HARRY 
CRAIG MARCONET, Deceased. Cause 
No.: DP-29-2018-33 NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the undersigned has been 

appointed Personal Representative of the 
above-named estate. All persons having 
claims against the said deceased are 
required to present their claims within 
four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims 
will be forever barred. Claims must either 
be mailed to Charlotte Allhands, Personal 
Representative, c/o Kruer Law Firm, P.C., 
P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 59749, return 
receipt requested or filed with the Clerk 
of the above Court. Dated this 14 day of 
FEBRUARY, 2019. I declare under penalty 
of perjury under the laws of the state of 
Montana that the foregoing is accurate and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 
/S/ STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER Attorney 
for Personal Representative
(Pub. Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 2019)
Stephanie Kruer
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on 
June 24, 2019, at 10:00 AM at the main 
entrance of 100 Wallace Street, Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described 
real property situated in Madison County, 
State of Montana: A tract of land 100 feet 
by 100 feet in Lot 6, Block 5 in the Town 
of Sheridan, Madison County, Montana, 
described as follows: Beginning at the point 
50 feet east of the Southwest Corner of 
Lot 6, in Block 5, according to the Official 
Amended Plat of the Town of Sheridan, 
Montana, thence easterly along the north 
line of Hamilton Street 100 feet; thence 
Northerly 100 feet to the north line of Lot 
6; thence westerly to a point 50 feet east of 
the west line of Lot 6; thence southerly 100 
feet, more or less, to the point of beginning, 
as previously described in Book 136, Page 
387, records of Madison County, Montana. 
More commonly known as 212 West 
Hamilton Street, Sheridan, MT 59749. David 
Wade Zahn, as Grantor, conveyed said real 
property to First American Title Company 
of Madison County, as Trustee, to secure 
an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for 
Stockman Bank of Montana, its successors 
and assigns, by Deed of Trust on September 
8, 2014, and filed for record in the records of 
the County Clerk and Recorder in Madison 
County, State of Montana, on September 8, 
2014 as Instrument No. 157542, of Official 
Records. The Deed of Trust was assigned 
for value as follows: Assignee: PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC Assignment Dated: May 
1, 2018 Assignment Recorded: May 29, 
2018 Assignment Recording Information: 
as Instrument No. 178037 All in the records 
of the County Clerk and Recorder for 
Madison County, Montana Brian J. Porter 
is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the 
office of the Clerk and Recorder of Madison 
County, State of Montana, on July 16, 
2018 as Instrument No. 178808, of Official 
Records. The Beneficiary has declared a 
default in the terms of said Deed of Trust 
due to Grantor’s failure to make monthly 
payments beginning February 1, 2018, and 
each month subsequent, which monthly 
installments would have been applied 
on the principal and interest due on said 
obligation and other charges against the 
property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums 
owing on the obligation secured by said 
Trust Deed immediately due and payable. 
The total amount due on this obligation is 
the principal sum of $86,486.45, interest in 
the sum of $3,946.81, escrow advances of 
$783.42, other amounts due and payable in 
the amount of $3,063.46 for a total amount 
owing of $94,280.14, plus accruing interest, 
late charges, and other fees and costs 
that may be incurred or advanced. The 
Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to 
preserve and protect the property and for 
real property taxes that may become due 
or delinquent, unless such amounts of taxes 
are paid by the Grantor. If such amounts are 
paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes 
will be added to the obligations secured by 
the Deed of Trust. Other expenses to be 
charged against the proceeds of this sale 
include the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s 
fees, costs and expenses of the sale, and 
late charges, if any. Beneficiary has elected, 
and has directed the Trustee to sell the 
above described property to satisfy the 

obligation. The sale is a public sale and any 
person, including the Beneficiary, excepting 
only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. The 
bid price must be paid immediately upon the 
close of bidding in cash or cash equivalents 
(valid money orders, certified checks or 
cashier’s checks). The conveyance will 
be made by Trustee’s Deed, without any 
representation or warranty, including 
warranty of title, express or implied, as the 
sale is made strictly on an as-is, where-is 
basis, without limitation, the sale is being 
made subject to all existing conditions, 
if any, of lead paint, mold or other 
environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of 
the property on the 10th day following the 
sale. The Grantor, successor in interest to 
the Grantor, or any other person having an 
interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the 
Beneficiary, or the successor in interest to 
the Beneficiary, the entire amount then due 
under the Deed of Trust and the obligation 
secured thereby (including costs and 
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal 
as would not then be due had no default 
occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of 
being cured by tendering the performance 
required under the obligation or to cure the 
default, by paying all costs and expenses 
actually incurred in enforcing the obligation 
and Deed of Trust with Successor Trustee’s 
and attorney’s fees. In the event that all 
defaults are cured the foreclosure will be 
dismissed and the foreclosure sale will be 
canceled. The scheduled Trustee’s Sale 
may be postponed by public proclamation 
up to 15 days for any reason. In the event 
of a bankruptcy filing, the sale may be 
postponed by the Trustee for up to 120 days 
by public proclamation at least every 30 
days. If the Trustee is unable to convey title 
for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole 
and exclusive remedy shall be the return of 
monies paid to the Successor Trustee and 
the successful bidder shall have no further 
recourse. This is an attempt to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will be used 

for that purpose. Dated this 14th day of 
February, 2019. Brian J. Porter, Substitute 
Trustee 376 East 400 South, Suite 300, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111 Telephone: 801-355-
2886 Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM 
(MST) File No. 52836
(Pub. Feb. 28, March 7, 14, 2019)
Halliday Watkins & Mann
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
(FWP) is proposing to renew an 
existing agricultural lease at Robb-
Ledford WMA. http://fwp.mt.gov/news/
publicNotices/environmentalAssessments/
acquisitionsTradesAndLeases/pn_0228.
html
(Pub. Feb. 28, March 7, 2019)
Montana FWP
MNAXLP

99% of our patients come from right here in Montana. And 
because no family should have to worry about the cost to help 

their loved one, we don’t turn anyone away. This means donor 
support is vital. Support Shodair and you will be helping 

some of Montana’s most vulnerable residents.

SHODAIR 
BRINGS

LOVE AND 
HOPE

406.444.7500 | PSYCHIATRY & GENETICS CARE

SHODAIR.ORG

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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MISSOULA – A bill de-
signed to prevent wrongful con-
victions in Montana was tabled 
by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee February 12.

Supporters of the legisla-

tion – including exonerees Cody 
Marble and Richard Burkhart, 
who, combined, spent nearly 30 
years in prison for crimes they 
did not commit – as well as the 
Innocence Project, Americans 

for Prosperity, the R Street In-
stitute, and Right on Crime, 
have vowed to continue fighting 
for the bill to be released from 
the Committee before a March 1 
deadline.

Senate Bill 156, sponsored 
by Senator Roger Webb (R-Bill-
ings), which could have prevent-
ed Montanan Cody Marble from 
spending 14 years in prison for a 
crime that never happened, was 
tabled today. Cody was in juve-
nile detention for a marijuana 
conviction when other inmates 
lied and said that he raped an-
other inmate to try to obtain le-
niency in their cases, leading to 
Cody’s wrongful conviction. 

SB156 would enhance trans-
parency surrounding the use 
of incentivized witnesses, and 
would allow prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys and judges to 
have access to more information 
on credibility issues related to 
incentivized witnesses, safe-
guarding against false testimo-
ny leading to wrongful convic-
tions.

The legislation faced oppo-
sition from law enforcement 
offices including the Attorney 
General, the Montana Sheriff 
and Peace Officers Associa-
tion (MSPOA) and the Montana 
County Attorneys Association, 
even after bill supporters agreed 
to a number of their amend-
ments.

About the Montana Inno-
cence Project – The Montana 
Innocence Project (MTIP) was 
founded in June 2008 by a com-
mitted group of public officials, 
attorneys, journalists and pro-
fessors. MTIP is a statewide 
nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to exonerating the inno-
cent and preventing wrongful 
convictions. The organization 
provides charitable legal and 
investigative assistance to Mon-
tana prisoners who pass our rig-
orous screening. While physical 
evidence such as DNA is used 
to advance many claims, MTIP 
also accepts cases where DNA 
evidence is not available. In ad-
dition to MTIP’s casework, we 
advocate for public policy re-
forms that will prevent wrongful 
convictions. MTIP’s small staff 
and dedicated volunteers screen, 
investigate and litigate inno-
cence claims through the Inno-
cence Clinic, which operates in 
affiliation with the Alexander 
Blewett III School of Law at the 
University of Montana and the 
University of Montana School of 
Journalism. Through this inter-
disciplinary clinic, law, journal-
ism, paralegal and criminology 
students assist with casework 
while gaining hands-on train-
ing, a wide range of skills, and a 
strong understanding of our jus-
tice system. Additional informa-
tion is available at https://www.
mtinnocenceproject.org.

dirt work, Property 
Improvement & Debris Removal.

A Licensed and Insured Contractor, 
covering Southwest Montana.

406-949-6070
A Division of Jeff Welborn Auctions,LLC

• Brush & land clearing. •  Stump removal. 
• Driveway grading and site prep. • Trail & landscape prep. 

•  Industrial & small pasture mowing. 
• Fuel loads/fire mitigation. 

• Landscape structures. • Late model, track machines for 
minimum impact.

Vigilante trail ventures.

By Anne Cantrell, MSU News Service

BOZEMAN — Montana State University is home to a wealth of in-
formation about fish in the state. Gathered by researchers over more than a 
century, the specimens, field notes and other data provide potentially valu-
able research information. But, with no information about the collections 
available online, or even in one physical location, the information hasn’t 
been widely accessible.

That will soon change, thanks to a grant of more than $300,000 from 
the Council on Library and Information Resources. The grant will fund 
“From the Mountains to the Prairies, From Trout to Dace: Revealing Cli-
mate and Population Impacts on Culture, Ecology, and Economy in Mon-
tana’s Fisheries.” The project, which will take about three years to com-
plete, is a collaboration between the MSU Library, the MSU Department 
of Ecology, the Montana Entomology Collection and the Montana State 
Library.

“We are really excited to help others discover and use these specimens 
and data,” said Jason Clark, associate professor and head of Special Collec-
tions and Archival Informatics at MSU.

The funds will enable a multidisciplinary team to gather information 
about a variety of archival documents, field notes and prairie-fish and 
aquatic insect metadata that are available at MSU. Once digitized, the in-
formation will let scientists, historians, sociologists, economists and others 
study the cultural, ecological and economic impacts of human population 
growth and climate change on the biodiversity of Montana’s fisheries, 
Clark said.

The Council on Library and Information Resources awarded 17 grants 
for projects proposed to digitize “hidden” collections. The MSU team’s 
proposal included digitizing information about collections at the universi-
ty dating back to 1911. Those include manuscripts on aquatic biodiversity 
and cultural heritage surrounding fisheries and fish conservation efforts in 
the American West; prairie fish specimens collected over the past century; 
and invertebrates that serve as food, pathogens and competitors for the 
fish. The archival papers of scientist Robert Behnke and anglers Bud Lilly, 
Datus Proper and Sylvester Nemes, from the library’s renowned Trout and 
Salmonid Collection, will be digitized as part of the effort.

The team will also develop related educational materials, said Justin 
Shanks, CLIR postdoctoral fellow at MSU Library. Those will include in-
structional materials for K-12 students, pedagogical workshops for educa-
tors and an interdisciplinary course for MSU students.

“Making these materials available to a wider community is an import-
ant part of this project,” Shanks said.

Once the project has been completed, the records will be available on-
line via the MSU Library, as well as the Biodiversity Heritage Library, 
the Montana Field Guide at the Montana State Library’s Natural Heritage 
Program, and the Symbiota, Fishnet2 and XBiod repositories, Clark said.

“By including this information in the Montana Natural Heritage Pro-
gram’s database, it will be included in all state and federal environmental 
review processes and viewable to over 300,000 individuals that use the 

Montana Field Guide annually,” said Bryce Maxell, program coordinator 
with the Montana Natural Heritage Program.

Faculty and staff from MSU working on the project include Clark, 
Shanks, Department of Ecology head Diane Debinski, Special Collections 
librarian James Thull, associate professor Michael Ivie in the Department 
of Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology, affiliate professor Robert Bramblett 
in the Department of Ecology and museum collection specialist Sarah Ru-
bin.

The team hopes that the data will be useful to researchers from a broad 
range of disciplines. 

Debinski noted that scholars could use the materials to study a range 
of topics, from biodiversity patterns to the culture of fishing and could be 
used in projects from history books to biological analyses to artwork.

“This information should be interesting to people in academia and be-
yond,” Debinski said.

MSU Library receives grant of more than $300,000 to 
digitize records related to fish and aquatic insects

A grant of more than $300,000 from the Council on Library and 
Information Resources will fund “From the Mountains to the 
Prairies, From Trout to Dace: Revealing Climate and Population 
Impacts on Culture, Ecology, and Economy in Montana’s Fisher-
ies.” The funds will enable a team to gather information about 
a variety of archival documents, field notes and prairie-fish and 
aquatic insect metadata available at MSU. The information will 
then be used to create a digital information source for scholars. 
(MSU/Kelly Gorham)

‘Innocence bill’ tabled as supporters vow to continue the fight

Annual Meeting Notice
81st Annual Meeting will be held in the Beier Auditorium on the 

campus of University of Montana - Western Dillon.

Friday, March 8, 2019

• Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. in the lobby of Beier   
Auditorium
• Annual Meeting will commence at 10:30 a.m.
• A ticket will be provided to registered members and 
their guests to be used for lunch being served in the 
Lewis and Clark Room and campus cafeteria located in 
Mathews Hall immediately following the Annual Meeting

(Reservations must be mailed or called in by March 1st)

In memory

of

CHRIS LEDOUX
October 2nd 1948 -- MARCH 9th 2005

On March 9th I’m asking all Chris LeDoux fans to call 
their radio station to request his music.

Let radio know that 
we will NEVER forget this great man.

Please tell all your friends.

March 9th Call for Chris

White
White

and

V E T E R I N A RY  H O S P I TA L  &  S U P P LY

6 8 2 - 7 1 5 1
5098 HWY 287 N • ENNIS, MONTANA

*ANNOUNCES*
THE PRACTICE HAS 

BEEN SOLD!
Drs. White will be moving so the new 

veterinarian can move in. Dr. Stacy Davidson 
and family are coming from Hilton Head Island,
South Carolina, and plan on resuming regular 

business hours in mid-March. Veterinary 
services will be suspended until then. The
rest of the crew will be working; so food, 

supplies, medications, boarding, and grooming 
services will continue to be provided at
the Ennis office during the transition.

Connie will continue to man the West 
Yellowstone office both 

Monday and Wednesday with the reduced 
hours of 10:00 to noon.
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
Prayer meeting 6 p.m.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
“Today the confirmations of the 
Kingdom of Abha are with those 

who renounce themselves, forget 
their own opinions, cast aside 

personalities and are thinking of the 
welfare of others.... Whosoever is 

occupied with himself is wandering 
in the desert of heedlessness and 
regret. The ‘Master Key’ to self-

mastery is self-forgetting. The road 
to the palace of life is through the 

path of renunciation.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 
you plan to dine in.

• Thursday, February 28  – Chili, Salad, Cornbread, 
dessert.

• Friday, March 1 – Tuna melt, veggie sticks, pickle, 
dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, March 4 – Fried chicken sandwich, chips, 
fruit dessert, mahjong at 1:00 p.m.

• Tuesday, March 5 – Spaghetti, garlic bread salad , 
dessert, pan at 1:00 p.m.

• Wednesday, March 6 – Greek chicken salad, roll, 
dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Thursday, March 7 – Meatball skewers, potatoes, 
three-bean salad, biscuit, dessert

• Friday, March 8  – French onion soup, roll, salad, 
dessert pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located 
at 114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star 
to Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-
5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors 
may choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for 
$3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered 
meals are within the city limits of Sheridan and should 
be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-
5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tues-
day & Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, February 28 – Goulash, veggie, roll, 
dessert.

• Tuesday, March 5 – Chicken strips and fries, des-
sert

• Thursday, March 7 – Cheesy chicken broccoli cas-
serole, garlic toast, dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated. Activities include bingo each 
Monday, cards on Wednesday. The Senior Center 
Group meets the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Submerge Kids Club white belts…
Earning their White Belts (first belt) were:  (L to R) Kyla Rockwood, 
Jackson Nutt, Callum Sinclair, Luke Jones, Hannah Hale and Kyndal 
Stone (Not pictured). Ryan Carney (second from right) earned his 
yellow belt.  Ryan has memorized the order of the books of the Bible 
along with other key Bible trivia. The yellow belt is the third belt in 
the Submerge Kids Club King Fu program. Submerge Kids Club is a 
faith based afterschool program run by Ennis Assembly of God on 
Wednesdays for ages K – 5th grades. Contact Pastor Greg Ledger-
wood at 682-4197 for more info. (Submitted)

State FFA convention coming to Bozeman
BOZEMAN – More than 

2,000 high school and middle 
school FFA members, teachers, 
and supporters from across the Big 
Sky state are headed to Bozeman 
come the first week of April for the 
2019 Montana FFA State Conven-
tion.

Hosted by Montana State Uni-

versity, the convention will run 
April 3 – 6. It highlights the bright 
futures of the next generation and 
generous partnerships that make 
countless opportunities possible.

For example, students will 
take part in numerous competitive 
Career Development Events, lead-
ership trainings, and local service 

projects in the Bozeman commu-
nity, including projects at Habitat 
for Humanity, Eagle Mount, Heart 
of the Valley Animal Shelter and 
the Gallatin Valley Food Bank. 
Students can also explore career 
opportunities at the Career and 
Trade Show. Also, a Career and 
Trade Show takes place April 4 - 5.

Opportunities to be a Trade 
Show vendor, volunteer, advertise 
and sponsor are available. More 
than 250 judges and volunteers are 
needed to put on student contests 
including public speaking, sales, 
agriscience fair and mechanics.

For more information, visit 
www.montanaffa.org.

HELENA – Republican 
Attorney General Tim Fox 
launched his campaign for Gov-
ernor of Montana in 2020 on 
January 24.

Fox, a native Montanan from 
Hardin, was first elected attor-
ney general in 2012. In 2016, 
Montanans re-elected him with 
67 percent of the vote, making 
him one of the top vote-getters 
in recent Montana history.

“Democrats have occupied 
the Governor’s Office for the 
last 14 years and it’s time for 
that to change,” said Fox. “As I 

travel around Montana, people 
are encouraging me to run be-
cause they want a governor with 
a record of results. Montanans 
want a strong conservative who 
fights for our communities, reins 
in government, and protects our 
constitutional liberties. I believe 
I am the candidate who can lead 
our party to victory and our state 
to prosperity.”

As attorney general Fox says 
he has defended Montanans from 
intrusive top-down federal regu-
lations. In addition to challeng-
ing Obamacare, he successfully 

challenged the Obama Adminis-
tration’s Waters of the U.S. rule 
and the so-called “clean power 
plan,” both of which threatened 
the livelihoods of Montanans in 
agricultural and natural resource 
communities.

Fox says he staunchly de-
fended Second Amendment 
rights, joining multiple lawsuits 
challenging attempts to erode 
the constitutional right to keep 
and bear arms at the federal lev-
el. He also defended state laws 
protecting Second Amendment 
rights at the local level.

Attorney General Fox announces campaign for governor

MT AG Tim Fox
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 3/1  JOE SCHWEM   
Original Folk/Rock
SAT 3/2 NEIL FILO BEDDOW  
Original Folk/Rock
SUN 3/3 NATHAN NORTH
Looper Extraordinaire

M
US
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S 

W
EE
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Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net 
for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Monday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

Willie’s Distillery Trivia Night
Thursdays at 312 Main St., Ennis, 6 p.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Cold Pursuit (R), How To Train Your Dragon: Hidden World (PG)

Now playing:
LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part (PG)

Trivia NighT every Thursday sTarTiNg aT 6 pm 
Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come joiN The FuN, LisTeN To some greaT music aNd
eNjoy spiriTs wiTh a wesTerN FLavor!!

Friday, march 1sT: Zach mcKiNLey
Friday, march 8Th: FuLLy cooKed

Friday, march 15Th: marcedes carroLL
Friday, march 22Nd: LeFT For dead

Friday, march 29Th: ruby vaLLey boys 
& barbwire

Friday, apriL 5Th: FaN mouNTaiN Frog dogs

asK abouT our weeKLy boTTLiNg parTies

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

Thursday 
February 28

Mad Gals Meeting, Boze-
man

The Mad Gals will have 
their February meeting at 
Valley View Country Club 
with a social at noon and 
lunch at 12:30. Bring a friend, 
and RSVP by February 25.

Lauren Oakes Reading 
and Signing, Ennis

Lauren Oakes, author of 
“In Search of the Canary Tree: 
The Story of a Scientist, a Cy-
press and a Changing World,” 
will do a reading and signing 
of her new book. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library, 
free and open to the public. 
6 p.m. at the Madison Valley 
Public Library.

Avalanche Safety Work-
shop & Field Day, Ennis

This Ennis Continuing 
Education workshop will of-

fer an introductory 2-part 
avalanche class, partnering 
with Friends of the Avalanche 
Center. Topics will include 
recognizing avalanche ter-
rain, the impact on weather 
on avalanche risk, develop-
ment of mountain snowpack 
and basic search and rescue, 
among others. After an eve-
ning session at Ennis High 
School there will be a field 
day at Jack Creek Preserve on 
March 3. $20 registration fee, 
call 406-682-4258 to register 
and for more information. 

Saturday 
March 2

Grief Support Group, 
Twin Bridges

This monthly grief sup-
port group meets every first 
Saturday at the Church of the 
Valley, 301 S. Main Street. 10 
a.m., all are welcome.

Library Open House, En-
nis

Madison Valley Public Li-
brary would like your opinion 
about library services. Please 
come out for an open house 
and roundtable discussion 
about the library’s role in the 
community. 10 a.m. at the li-
brary.  

March Madness Pinochle, 
Cameron

The Cameron Communi-
ty Club is sponsoring March 
Madness Pinochle at the Bear 
Creek Schoolhouse every 
Saturday evening in March 6 
p.m. Snacks provided, every-
one welcome. Call 682-4636 
for information.

Wednesday 
March 6 

Rotary Club Airport Up-
date, Twin Bridges

The Rotary of Twin Bridg-
es will meet at the Bradley 
Hanger at the Twin Bridges 
airport with guest speakers 
Beau and Deb Bradley who 
will give an update on hap-
penings at the airport, 6:30 
p.m. Anyone needing a ride to 
the airport contact 596-1076, 
684-5259 or 596-1309.

Friday 
March 8

Student Program at the 
Observatory, Twin Bridges

Student night will begin 
with Naked Eye Astronomy, 
followed by a tour of the night 
sky and telescope observing 
(weather permitting). 7:30 
p.m., call 843-7722 for infor-
mation.

WASHINGTON D. C. – U.S. Senators Steve Daines and 
Patrick Leahy (Vermont) on Wednesday, February 6, intro-
duced legislation to ensure that health insurance companies 
are held accountable for pricing drugs. 

The bill, the Competitive Health Insurance Reform Act 
amends McCarran-Ferguson, which exempted insurance 
companies from federal antitrust laws.

“For far too long, health insurance companies have gotten 
away with taking advantage of consumers and charging them 
outrageous prices for their health care,” Daines said. “It’s 
time we look into these companies practices by demanding 
transparency in order to hold them accountable.”

“There’s simply no justification for exempting health in-
surance companies from laws prohibiting price fixing.  Ap-
plying our federal antitrust laws to health insurance provid-
ers will let Americans feel more confident that the prices 
they are being charged are the product of a fair marketplace 
– not by the whims of a few dominant corporations.  This bill 
will curtail the most egregious anticompetitive practices, 
like price fixing, bid rigging and market allocations, which 
hurt consumers and drive up health care costs,” Leahy said.

 The bill holds health insurance companies accountable 
and ensures they are subject to the same laws which prohibit 
unfair trade practices such as price fixing, collusion, or mar-
ket allocations.

The Supreme Court ruled that the insurance business 
is “interstate commerce” in the 1944 case United States v. 
South-Eastern Underwriters Association. Accordingly, in-
surers are subject to Congressional oversight under the Com-
merce Clause, and federal antitrust laws under the Sherman 
Act.

In a bid to circumvent the decision, insurance companies 
lobbied Congress to create a special-interest loophole, ex-
empting them from federal antitrust laws. The result was the 
McCarran-Ferguson Act of 1945.

Daines, Leahy introduce 
bipartisan bill to prevent big 
health insurance companies 
from price fixing, collusion
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