
T H E  L O C A L  N E W S  O F  T H E  M A D I S O N  V A L L E Y ,  R U B Y  V A L L E Y  A N D  S U R R O U N D I N G  A R E A S

M o n t a n a ’ s  O l d e s t  P u b l i s h i n g  W e e k l y  N e w s p a p e r .  E s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 7 3

Visit us online @ 
www.madisoniannews.com

 TABLE OF CONTENTS
LOCAL NEWS ................................................................................ 1-6 
OPINIONS ..........................................................................................4
PANORAMA .................................................................................... B1
HEALTH & WELLNESS .................................................................. B2 
COLUMNS ...................................................................................... B3

COMICS/GAMES ........................................................................... B4                                                                       
CLASSIFIEDS .................................................................................B5
PUBLIC NOTICES ..........................................................................B6
OUTPOST .....................................................................................B10

75¢   |   Volume 147, Issue 10 Thursday, February 14, 2019

Readers share their love stories

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

MADISON COUNTY — Valentine’s Day is upon us already, and nothing suits the 
day as well as a tried and true love story. We reached out to our readers to find some of 
the happiest couples around Madison County and they didn’t disappoint. From snowed 
in weddings and high school sweethearts to century-old family homesteads and hubcap 
brassieres, it’s safe to say that Montanans known how to keep the flame alive. Here are a 
few of our favorites.

Timeless love...Timeless love...

Ann and Nick Novich: Sheridan’s Home Park Assisted Living provided us with photos of Ann and Nick Novich. “I had the great 
pleasure of taking Ann and Nick Novich out to lunch and snapped this awesome picture,” says Megan Ellis of Home Park. “They 
were married October 1951, have been married 67 years.” (Submitted)

Christina and Bill Koch: 
“We met in Virginia City 
nine years ago work-
ing at the Opera House. 
He’s the artistic director 
and I’m the company 
manager for the Virginia 
City Players. For our first 
date, he took me lingerie 
shopping at the junkyard 
and made me this stun-
ning gold hubcap bra! 
We’ve been in love ever 
since!”

Cathy and Rick Toot: 
“We’re high school sweet-
hearts: started dating in 
1975 and got married in ‘79. 
We will be celebrating our 
40th wedding anniversary 
in April and we still cele-
brate our first date anni-
versary each October. We 
have lived in the Valley for 
26 years and raised 2 girls. 
I guess the thing is, we still 
really like each other!”

TIMELESS 
continued on A2

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

MADISON COUNTY — The balancing of ranching with envi-
ronmental conservation and habitat protection is a perennial subject of 
thought and debate in southwestern Montana. In 2019, a new program 
may be making its way to Madison County in an attempt to offer some 
assistance to solving the problem.

Ranching for Rivers is a cost-share program designed to assist 
ranchers in instituting riparian pasture projects. Instead of completely 
excluding livestock from the areas of their ranches abutting streams 
and creeks, riparian pastures help to allow cattle and other animals ac-
cess to the water source while still protecting fishery habitat, instream 
flow and riparian plans like willows and cottonwoods.

What began as a pilot project in 2016 blossomed into four success-
ful embodiments of riparian pastures on the Missouri and Milk rivers 
in a partnership with the Missouri River Conservation District. Those 
projects helped transform around 10 miles of river-ranch nexus areas to 
increase riparian health while maintaining livestock access.

The Montana Association of Conservation Districts’ Jessica Makus 
says there is one key element conservation districts need to have that 
serves as a limiting factor for where the projects can take place.

“It’s through the soil and water conservation districts of Montana. 

New year, 
new projects

Ranching for Rivers hopes to bring 
new ideas to the county’s
river-ranchlands nexus

RANCHING continued on A3

MADISON COUNTY — With grizzly bears asleep for the win-
ter, one predator is still out and about in the cold temperatures and 
has perpetrated livestock kills in the Ruby Valley in recent months.

Madison County nearly always sees elevated numbers of live-
stock predations due to its proximity to Yellowstone National Park, 
says Wildlife Services evaluator Chad Hoover. Wildlife Services is 
the first entity a rancher or property owner calls when they find that 
an animal has been killed by wildlife. It’s Hoover’s job to check on 
kill sites in Madison, Gallatin and Jefferson counties and determine 
what animal killed the livestock in question.

“You’re going to look at quite a few different things,” says 
Hoover regarding how to determine what species was responsible 
for a kill. “Tracks, sightings in the area and the kill pattern for sure. 
Wolves tend to attack from the rear.”

Hoover says he’s only seen one wolf kill since the new year in 
his tri-county area, but that that’s typical for the wintertime, when 
he usually sees fewer predations. He notes that wolf kills have dras-
tically decreased since the institution of a legal and limited hunt 
on wolves in Montana. A regulated annual harvest was approved 
in 2004, included in the state Wolf Conservation and Management 
Plan. 

Wildlife Services received a peak number of calls in 2009, when 
233 calls were made to report wolf activity. Since 2014, Wildlife 
Services has received 100 or fewer calls per year. Usually between 
one third and half of those calls are verified as wolf activity. 

Wolf kills confirmed 
in Madison County
Predation trends remain unchanged

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

WOLF continued on A2
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TIMELESS  continued from A1:      Local couples share their timeless love stories on Valentine’s Day

Lynn and Reed Rowber-
ry: “Married 32 years, 
dated for five. So, to-
gether 37 years and 
spent 25 working to-
gether!”

Robin and Opie Reints: “In April we’ll have 
our 35th anniversary. On the day of our wed-
ding in 1984, the Madisonian actually took a 
photo of us and it was in the newspaper be-
cause there was such a blizzard for three days 
before our wedding. This year also marks the 
100th year of the family’s homestead that we 
have lived on for almost 35 years.”

Ron and Darlene Tussing.... 
50-plus years of marriage and 
still going strong.

Montana’s wolf population, 
which was largely decimated 
before the species’ reintroduc-
tion into Yellowstone Nation-
al Park in the 1980s, reached 
around 1,000 individuals in 
2011 due to that reintroduction 
and natural emigration from 
Canada. Wolves were also re-
introduced into some of Idaho’s 
wilderness areas in an attempt 
to repopulate some of the ca-
nine’s historic habitat area. 

After being delisted from 
the Endangered Species List 
in 2011 the wolf population de-
clined slightly but stabilized at 
between 650 and 850, where it 
has remained for the last sever-
al years. 

In the scheme of predators, 
Hoover says, wolves are not the 
largest threat to livestock.

“There’s definitely more 
grizzly bear depredations than 
historically, but wolves are 
down,” he says. “They aren’t 
in as large of packs as they 
once were, but they seem to be 
spread out in more places.”

That means that while the 
number of wolf depredations is 
largely staying steady, they are 
spread out over a wider geo-
graphic area. 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks (FWP) offers a series of 
recommendations for reducing 
depredations and encounters 
between wolves and livestock 
that help protect both wild and 
non-wild animals.

One option is management 
intensive grazing, or mob graz-
ing, which allows for increased 
human presence among live-
stock, prompt doctoring of ill 
or injured animals and less 
predictability, all of which dis-
courage predators from target-
ing a herd.

Guard dogs and even guard 
donkeys are also becoming 
more prevalent options for live-
stock protection. Some experi-
ence shows that donkeys work 
even better than the more com-

mon livestock dogs, since they 
can travel with livestock, don’t 
require any extra feeding and 
are less prone to wander from 
the herd. Donkeys are also less 
likely to be targeted as compe-
tition by wolves, whereas dogs 
can be susceptible to attack.

Range rider programs are 
also gaining traction, especial-
ly with new sources of funding 
from organizations such as the 
Livestock Loss Board (LLB), 
which reimburses ranchers the 
market value of livestock that 
is confirmed killed by grizzly 
bears, wolves, mountain lions 
or even coyotes. The LLB paid 
out over $64,000 to producers 
in 2017 and continues to ex-
plore preventative options in 
addition to their producer com-
pensation efforts.

One such endeavor, the Tom 
Miner Basin Association, has 
used range rider programs, 
carcass management, wildlife 
tracking and fencing projects to 
protect both livestock and wild-
life, with great success. None 

of the herds actively managed 
in the associated ranches has 
experienced depredations since 
those efforts have been imple-
mented. 

Hoover agrees that there are 
many options for protecting 
livestock, but that the most im-
portant is to pay attention and 
remain watchful.

“Being out there and being 
vigilant is important,” he says. 
“Sometimes getting rid of any 
dead livestock, things like that. 
Avoiding something that’s go-

ing to draw in predators helps 
for sure.”

As Montana’s wolf popula-
tion expands into its historic 
territory and adapts to the new 
landscape it is returning to, 
there are ways to prevent fur-
ther predator-livestock interac-
tions. And as more exploration 
goes into finding new ways to 
protect livestock, livelihood 
and wildlife, the hope is that 
the number of those interac-
tions will continue to fall to-
ward zero.

WOLF continued from A1:       Wolf kills confirmed in Madison County

This model shows the predicted probabilities of occupancy, ranging from low (greeen)  to high 
(red) of verified wolf pack centers (large dots) and harvest locations (small dots) in Montana 
during 2016. (FWP)
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VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Tanya Engle

Tanya Engle has coached young 
4H participants around Madison 
County for 17 years. From writing 

grants for equipment and teaching archery 
and shooting to children of all ages, she’s 
become an integral part of the area’s 4H 
community. And after nearly two decades, 
Engle is retiring from her post.

“She puts a lot of work into it, and this is 
her last year here with us,” says Tiffany My-
ers, who nominated Engle as our volunteer 
spotlight. “It’s a big thing in our communi-
ty for sure.”

Even though 4H participants can’t shoot 
until they reach nine years old, Engle 
teaches safety instruction to children 
beginning at age six and has worked with 
many from that age until their high school 
graduations. Working with as many as 

a hundred young shooters each year, it 
wouldn’t be a stretch to say she’s taught and 
mentored over a thousand young people.

Engle has coached shooters to the 
national championship multiple times 
over her tenure, including covering travel 
costs out of her own pocket to get them to 
competitions as far away as Tennessee. The 
range master for a newly-expanded shoot-
ing space, she’s helped put on an annual 
shoot in Ennis for over a decade, and often 
coaches four nights a week.

“She reaches out to get donations for the 
awards for these kids too. She takes it upon 
herself, really kind of goes that extra step,” 
says Myers.

“We would all really like her to know 
that, with this being her last year, that her 
hard work and commitment has been 
appreciated by both the parents and the 
children that she has had an impact on over 
the years.” 

RANCHING  continued from A1:     

They were looking for some pro-management, pro-conservation com-
plementary program ideas,” says Makus, who helped spearhead those 
earlier projects. “But funding is limited in that it has to be used in an 
area with a DEQ-approved watershed restoration plan.”

Not many of the 57 conservation districts in the state have such a 
plan, but thanks to recent efforts and years of data collection, the Mad-
ison Conservation District is on the brink of receiving its Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) approval and instituting one. But it 
could still be months before that happens.

“We’re actively looking for other sources of funding that don’t 
come with that limitation, so we can build it more statewide,” says 
Makus. “I’d really like to see some projects happen in the Madison.”

Makus says that riparian pasture projects can vary from place 
to place in what form they take. Relatively small spaces, they allow 
ranchers to use livestock in managing weeds and overgrown riparian 
vegetation and provide space for greater wildlife access to streams, 
as well as lower maintenance costs for things like off-stream water 
sources and tanks.

Ranching for Rivers provides a 50-percent cost-share for ranchers 
who want to make a go at trying riparian pastures. That includes every-
thing from labor and fencing materials to water infrastructure to keep 
livestock in the right areas. 

“It can be different ranch to ranch, but really, it’s just putting up a 
fence along a stream and then putting a pasture in that green line right 
there by the water,” says Makus. “Instead of excluding livestock from 
those areas, you can put them there in a manage way that doesn’t com-
pletely decimate the vegetation.”

Projects can also include creek crossings and water gaps, or any-
thing that helps minimize livestock impact on the sensitive riparian 
areas while still allowing them the access they need. The program also 
comes with a customized grazing plan so that each unique riparian 
area can get the greatest possible benefits. Landowners can work with 
range specialists to come up with ways to best use their stream areas. 

The bottom line, Makus says, is to create a natural environment 
that best serves two of Montana’s most iconic and important industries: 
ranching and natural beauty.

“The point of the program is to make it okay to see cows in a ripar-
ian area,” she says. “It’s not a bad thing, necessarily, as long as they’re 
being managed correctly. 

“This program aims to benefit the ranchers’ plans, as well as water 
quality by limiting where and when cows come into contact with a 
stream, protecting those riparian plants that hold the banks together. 
That leads to improved habitat, fisheries, bird habitat and everything 
else.”

ENNIS – Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has closed 
Valley Garden and Ennis Fishing Access Sites (FAS) due to ice 
gorging, a common winter event on the Madison River near Ennis.

Ice gorging occurs when the right conditions – extremely cold 
temperatures over several days – create an ice jam on the river that 
builds up and forces water into a narrow channel or gorge. This 
sometimes f loods nearby meadows.

FWP closed both FAS due to “f looding and other dangerous 
conditions” at both sites. 

The closure will remain in place until the conditions are 
deemed to be safe enough to open the sites. The signs signifying 
the closure will be removed when the sites open again. 

For more information contact the Bozeman FWP office at 994-
4042.

FWP closes Valley Garden, Ennis FAS

By Eric Dietrich, Montana 
Free Press

HELENA — A proposal by 
Montana Governor Steve Bullock 
calls for $440 million in infra-
structure projects across the state, 
including rural water projects, dam 
upgrades, a state museum, and new 
university buildings.

As the Legislature meets this 
winter and spring, one of lawmak-
ers’ chief tasks is deciding how 
much of that request the governor 
— and Montana communities — 
will get. The infrastructure pack-
age comes in addition to Bullock’s 
proposal for state agency spending, 
which, including federally funded 
programs, totals $6.6 billion in fis-
cal year 2020.

With the Democratic governor 
proposing to cover nearly half the 
infrastructure proposal with bond-
ing, large portions are likely to face 
a chilly reception from fiscal con-
servatives who’ve blocked bonding 
measures in recent sessions. Some 
GOP lawmakers, however, say they 
have a plan in the works to improve 
the process and fund worthy proj-
ects.

The governor’s proposal in-
cludes rural infrastructure projects 
across the state. Examples include 
a $479,000 grant to help the town 
of Hot Springs drill new water 
wells and $725,000 to help the 
town of Baker revamp its water 
mains. When it comes to buildings, 
though, most of the work is slated 
for the state capital of Helena and 
the fast-growing Montana State 
University campus in Bozeman.

In addition to $5 million in 
maintenance for the state Capitol 
complex and a $1.9 million reno-
vation of the governor’s residence 
after Bullock leaves office in 2021, 
the proposal includes $32.1 million 
for a long-planned Montana Her-
itage Center Museum in Helena. 
That project would give the Mon-
tana Historical Society new space 
to store and showcase its collec-
tions.

In Bozeman, Bullock has en-
dorsed Montana State University’s 
$32 million request for a legislative 
appropriation to renovate its his-
toric Romney Hall into additional 
classroom space — a request law-
makers have denied the past four 
legislative sessions. The university 
also wants legislators to authorize 

$37.5 million in Bozeman projects 
it plans to fund with money it has 
raised from other sources, includ-
ing upgrades to the campus library 
and a planned $12 million Amer-
ican Indian Hall. That spending 
requires approval from the Legisla-
ture even though it doesn’t involve 
a request for state money.

The money
Slightly more than half of Bull-

ock’s $440 million proposal would 
be funded with cash: $232 million 
in banked state money, separately 
held university funds, or federal 
funds. The state would issue bonds 
for the remaining $208 million.

The sources of infrastructure 
cash vary, though much of it would 
come from accounts filled direct-
ly or indirectly with revenue from 
Montana coal tax collections. For 
example, the state’s Long-Range 
Building Program, used to build 
and upgrade state buildings, re-
ceived $7.2 million in coal tax 
revenues in 2018, according to the 
Legislative Fiscal Division.

Another infrastructure pro-
gram, the Treasure State Endow-
ment Program, is supported by 
interest earned from coal tax reve-
nues that have been invested in the 
state’s coal trust fund. That interest 
is used to help towns and counties 
pay for projects that include water 
system upgrades and bridge re-
placements.

Where the state doesn’t have 
enough available cash to cover the 
governor’s projects, Bullock pro-
poses borrowing, meaning the state 
would issue bonds to be repaid 
over time. Big-ticket projects such 
as Romney Hall and the Montana 
Heritage Center Museum are pro-
posed as bonded items. Bullock is 
also proposing to take on debt for 
a new $44.2 million Delivering 
Local Assistance Grant Program, 
which would make money avail-
able to small towns trying to cope 
with growing or declining natural 
resource activity.

The bulk of the debt proposed 
in the governor’s infrastructure 
plan would be structured as general 
obligation bonds, to be repaid from 
a variety of sourcesincluding the 
state General Fund.

Bonding, however, has made 
for tricky politics in recent legisla-
tive sessions. Under the Montana 

Constitution, lawmakers must pass 
debt bills by two-thirds majorities 
in both the House and Senate, and 
three-quarters majorities are re-
quired for bills that borrow against 
the coal trust fund.

Bonding bills have been voted 
down in each of the three prior ses-
sions, in 2013, 2015 and 2017, as the 
Democratic governor and Repub-
lican legislative majorities clashed 
over which projects to prioritize 
and how much debt the state should 
take on.

This year, Republicans and 
Democrats working on infrastruc-
ture policy say they’re optimistic 
about the chances that cash-based 
infrastructure measures — House 
Bills 5, 6, 7, 10, and 11 — will pass 
through the process largely intact. 
Again, though, the bonding bills — 
House Bills 8 and 14 — will likely 
face a more difficult journey.

GOP plans
GOP lawmakers in the legisla-

tive majority say they’re preparing 
their own infrastructure proposal 
that combines their own pared-
back version of HB 14 with a policy 
framework designed to make it eas-
ier for the state to successfully pass 
infrastructure legislation in future 
sessions.

“Hopefully this is the last year 

we’ll need a traditional infrastruc-
ture bill like the ones we saw in 
2013, 2015, and 2017,” said Rep. 
Eric Moore, R-Miles City, in an 
interview for the Montana Free 
Press’s Lowdown podcast.

The idea, GOP lawmakers say, 
is to agree on a target for what level 
of infrastructure debt is reasonable 
and then have a consistent policy 
for deciding what new projects 
should be on the list.

Rep. Ryan Lynch, D-Butte, 
said legislative Democrats are 
“committed to the conversation,” 
but also pointed to what he called 
the immediate need for infrastruc-
ture project funding.

“There are projects in front of 
the Legislature that they need to 
act on,” Lynch said. “There are 
demands in the communities, both 
urban and rural, and I think the 
package of bills Gov. Bullock has 
put forward presents a solution.”

Eric Dietrich is a journalist 
and data designer based in Hele-
na. He has previously worked for 
the Great Falls Tribune, Bozeman 
Daily Chronicle and Solutions 
Journalism Network. Contact him 
at edietrich@mtfp.org or 406-544-
1074.

Gov. Bullock’s infrastructure plan vs. GOP’s ideas
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OPINION

Obituaries

Byrl Wesley Quilici
February 7, 2019

Byrl Wesley Quilici, 84, 
passed away on February 7, 
2019.  Byrl was born Novem-
ber 22, 1934 in Twin Bridges, 
to Gilbert and Veatrice (Maude) 
Quilici.  He is preceded in death 
by his parents and both his broth-
ers, Ray and Tony, and sisters, 
Cedella Richards, Grace Bal-
com and Nadean Jensen.  Byrl is 
survived by his daughters Tina 
Quilici of Bullhead City, Arizo-
na; and Tammy Briggs (Mark), 
of Whitehall Montana.  Byrl has 
two grandchildren: Bryce Briggs 
(Briana) in Fort Mohave Arizo-
na, and Spencer Briggs of White-
hall Montana.  Byrl also has two 
great grandchildren, Benjamin 
and Becca Briggs of Fort Mo-
have, Arizona.

Byrl married Grace (Beach) 
Quilici on January 15, 1966 
in Twin Bridges, and had two 
beautiful daughters. They raised 
their daughters in Twin Bridges 
and Sheridan. Life as it is brings 
changes, their marriage ended 
years later. They managed to be 
great friends through the years 
and still shared in family events 
and holidays.

He enjoyed a good joke and 
playing a few of his own on the 
unsuspected person. He was also 
a quiet man, a gentleman, honest 
and a friend to a fault.

He was a hard worker and 
was well liked and respected at 
every job that he ever had. He re-
tired at the age of 62 after work-
ing many years for the Madison 
County Road Crew.

Byrl loved his grandchildren, 
Bryce and Spencer, and they 
were the highlights of his life. 
There were many fishing trips 

and hunting excursions to be had 
with his grandson and best friend 
Bryce. Lunches out, singing and 
teasing back and forth with his 
grandson Spencer. He even was 
lucky enough to live close to his 
great grandchildren in Arizo-
na and enjoy them from 2014 to 
2017.

He moved back to Montana 
in July 2017 to Whitehall to 
live with his daughter, Tammy 
and her family. He was living 
in memory care in Butte at Bee 
Hive Homes when he passed 
from dementia. He will be dearly 
be missed by family, friends and 
all that took care of him. He is 
now at peace once again!

Byrl’s request was to be cre-
mated and a memorial service to 
honor and celebrate his life will 
be held the first part of July when 
family and friends are able to 
travel to Montana.

No flowers are necessary and 
in lieu of donations his request 
for everyone was to spend that 
on some special time with your 
family.

A card of Thanks
We would like to thank our family and friends for all their 

prayers and support during our time of loss.
We are so blessed to live in a small community with people 

to truly care.
The Riley Wilson Family

A card of Thanks
Due to an unexpected encounter between myself and a patch 

of black ice that left me with a broken hip, I am very grateful 
to be around to tell the tale. I don’t think I would’ve made it, if 
my guardian angels Tom and Casey from Public Works wouldn’t 
have found me when they did. 

Thanks for staying with me till the end and putting up with 
my very scared little dog Frankie.

Thanks to John Moore and Ashlin O‘Connell for being there 
so quick, Linda Dombrowsky for taking Frankie, Marty Hensel 
and staff for thawing me out and Arthur Behar and Richard from 
Ennis Ambulance Service for a smooth ride including a free lec-
ture from Arthur about always taking my phone with me.

Sylvia &  Punch Rosdahl

A card of Thanks
We would like to thank everyone for their condolences, flow-

ers, phone calls and cards regarding the death of Dean Nordberg. 
They were greatly appreciated. 

The family of Dean Nordberg

A card of Thanks
We would like to thank everyone who gave of themselves; 

thoughts and prayers during our difficult time in loss of our 
loved one.

The Jerry Ohs family

Sharon “Sherie” Parker
February 3, 2019

Sharon “Sherie” Parker, age 75, of Twin Bridges passed away Feb-
ruary 3, 2019 at Sheridan.

She was born January 5, 1944 in Kanab, Utah.
Cremation has taken place and no services are planned.
K&L Mortuaries & Crematory of Twin Bridges is assisting with 

arrangements.

Editor:
I’d like to take a moment on behalf of the employees of the 

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest to express appreciation to 
our local communities in southwest Montana. I would like to ac-
knowledge the show of support from partners, citizens and busi-
nesses during the recent federal government shut down.

Our federal employees experienced an overwhelming show 
of support including hosted dinners by local businesses to show 
how much they appreciated the federal employees in our commu-
nities.  Your support to employees and their families demonstrat-
ed that they are truly part of your community family.  

While it is not a surprise that rural Montanans would take 
care of each other, we recognize and thank each of you for your 
support and patience while we were furloughed. With funding 
temporarily restored, we are now assessing priorities for the re-
mainder of the year and returning to the work of “caring for the 
land and serving people.”

Thank you so much for caring for our employees.
Cheri Ford, Forest Supervisor

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest

Editor:
If you value your community hospital, your fellow citizens’ 

well being and your own economy, now is the time to contact 
your legislators and let them know you support Medicaid expan-
sion.

Here’s why:
1. It has literally kept rural hospitals open and viable.
2.It works for Republicans, Democrats and Independents.
3. It has brought $600 million to our State.
4. Eliminating this program would damage our economy and 

leave those who cannot afford health care in dire need.
5. It works for our businesses who need healthy workers. 
6. And despite what the Republicans claim, the problem of 

“non-working Medicaid recipients” is a non-problem. Sever-
al GOP lawmakers claim that the Hutterite colonies are among 
these recipients.

The Democrats and Governor Bullock are asking that we keep 
Medicaid expansion as it is. As has been stated, if GOP law-
makers are concerned about “non-workers,” they should join the 
effort to do everything they can to keep expansion which keeps 
the workforce intact.

Contact Ray Shaw and Jeff Welborn and urge their support for 
expansion as it is.

In other news, GOP-sponsored bills include: 
• The “no-tax-party wants a sales tax HB300 (426 pages). 
• SB24 would raise fees for our parks, trails. 
• A bill to overturn conservation easement court rulings. 
• They have rejected two bills asking for workmens’ compen-

sation for volunteer firemen. 
• They are asking that a family doctor would become a felon 

for giving aid-in-dying care.
• HR303 would eliminate compulsory education for Mon-

tana children. HB161 would eliminate any public participation 

in FWP issues.
Three of the more egregious GOP bills are:
• HB148 requiring a supermajority two-thirds vote to raise 

ANY fees for taxes virtually guaranteeing inequities in perpetu-
ity and possible boundless property tax increases – Shaw voted 
aye. 

• On a GOP party line vote, the Senate voted to bar posting le-
gal review notes that could potentially have legal or constitution-
al problems, again precluding transparency – Welborn voted aye. 

• SB23, an anti-vaccination bill passed the Senate on a party 
line vote, while another, SB99, is still on the f loor.

The Republicans have sponsored many social issues proposals 
that interfere with your rights as a citizen.

Be informed and contact your representatives.
Pat Bradley, Twin Bridges

Editor:
By now, almost everyone agrees that Medicaid expansion 

passed in 2015 was a greater-than anticipated success. By any 
measure, it benefitted our state. The number of enrollees was 
nearly twice the number expected, also reducing the number of 
uninsured Montanans by nearly half, and it added 6,000 new jobs 
and about $600 billion dollars to our economy. Maybe best of 
all it increased the labor force of the low income category by 
60 percent – a direct result of that group having better access to 
good health care.

The 2015 measure included a sunset provision that will expire 
in a few months, kicking about 96,000 people off their health 
care. Even though there is wide agreement in Helena that it should 
be continued, the same legislators who originally opposed it are 
now trying to put up roadblocks in the form of more cumbersome 
eligibility requirements in the form of means testing, reporting 
requirements, and mandatory drug testing. 

There is, first of all, no evidence that any of these objections 
has ever been a problem; but more importantly, what they’re re-
questing would be cost prohibitive and futile. 

We know that more than two-thirds of Medicaid recipients 
work, and about eight in 10 live in a home where someone works. 
We also know that drug testing applicants is costly (about $50 per 
test) and states who have tried it found that only a meager num-
ber of applicants show positive. If we do something like this, we 
will face a moral dilemma of denying someone health care who 
probably needs that health care to get clean. As for means test-
ing, they are suggesting an administrative nightmare that could 
harm many Montana families who own farm and ranch land that 
might appear as assets enough to deny them coverage. 

At least until we agree on some form of universal health care 
that will provide coverage for every American from cradle to 
grave, Medicare and Medicaid are vital programs to allow our 
fellow citizens the ability to visit a doctor when they or someone 
in their family is injured or falls ill. The alternative is the emer-
gency room with inf lated costs and increased pressure on local 
first responders, inability to pay, and possible bankruptcy.

Walt Long, Virginia City
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BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

• 2,231± sf home on 2 lots
• High ceilings & gourmet kitchen
• Detached finished building, 2 RV covers & shed

Frank
Colwell 

broker
406.596.1076 

• Cozy log home w/open floor plan
• Large master suite
• Beautiful mountain views

Holly
Driskill 

sales associate
406.451.3527 

407 S EDGAR, VIRGINIA CITY
$225,000 | #319268

• Brand New
• 3bd, 2ba home
• Nice upgrades

Dot
Merrill 

broker
 406.570.9067  

846 MIRZA WAY, ENNIS  
$249,900 | #329986

• 3bd/2ba home on 1.46 acres
• Under Construction- BRAND NEW
• 3 car attached garage

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288   

• 3bd, 1.5ba, 1,344± sf home
• Attached garage, shed, lean-to & greenhouse!
• Spacious kitchen/dining area & large mud room

Nicholette
Picken

sales associate
406.698.0853  

WASHINGTON ST. | SHERIDAN
$169,000 | #326037

58 SUNSET CIRCLE, ENNIS    
$397,000 | #330065

RESIDENTIAL

508 CENTENNIAL | SHERIDAN
$379,900 | #328846

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

• 21± acres, fenced & cross fenced
• NO COVENANTS
• 1,646±sf home, single car garage

Rikki
Dilschneider

broker
406.581.5155   

3 DEPOT SPUR RD, ENNIS  
$305,000  | #329572

• Access to BLM- FS
• Minutes to Madison River
• RV hookups

Jill 
Gaar

sales associate
406.580.5636    

91 HAYFIELD LOOP TR, ENNIS   
$375,000 | #319264

• 1,740± sf Open Floor Plan
• 3bd/2ba
• Under Construction- Agent owned

Kristie
Vessey 

sales associate
406.580.1842 

RAINBOW LOOP DR, MCALLISTER      
$390,000 | #330102

NEW LISTING

PEAK MONEY MARKET
RATES AS HIGH AS 1.51% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is guaranteed through 12/31/2019. As of 1/1/20 your Peak Money Market will be a variable rate account, 
interest rate and APY may change. Funds must be from a source other than funds already on deposit at Opportunity Bank. Minimum balance of 
$50,000.00 required to open. Average daily balances of less than $50,000.00 earn an interest rate of 0.15% with an APY of 0.15% on the 
entire account balance. A fee of $25.00 will be imposed for every statement cycle if the average daily balance of the account falls below 
$50,000.00 at any time during the statement cycle. Average daily balances greater than $999,999.99 earn an interest rate of 0.32% with an 
APY of 0.32% on the entire account balance. Federal regulations impose transaction limitations. APY of 0.32% on the entire account balance. Federal regulations impose transaction limitations. You may make up to six (6) transfers per month 
to another account with us or to a third party by means of a preauthorized or automatic transfer, telephone order or instruction, computer 
transfer, or by check, draft, debit card, or similar order to a third party. Excess transfers will be charged a fee. See Fee Schedule. 
Fees may reduce earnings.   

Other rates and terms may be available, contact a local banker. 

Take your savings to new heights while maintaining 
convenient access to your funds. 

Rates guaranteed through 2019
Make deposits anytime
Interest compounds and credited monthly

Minimum balance to obtain APY*

$50,000.00 - $99,999.99      0.75% APY*

$100,000.00 - $299,999.99    1.00% APY*

$300,000.00 - $999,999.99    1.51% APY*

120 W Williams Street (behind First Interstate Bank)
Ennis, MT 59729

406.682.3260  •  INA_PLLC@yahoo.com

ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS!

Hours:
M-W: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

TH: CLOSED
FRI: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

W I L L I E S D I S T I L L E R Y . C O M
312 E. MAIN ST, ENNIS  •  406-682-4117

• V-Day drink special •
• Appetizers starting at 5 pm •

• V-Day themed 
trivia starting at 6 pm •

• Bootlegger members get 
buy one get one 

free drink •

Valentines Day!
at Willie’s Distillery

MADISON COUNTY—Regular season high 
school basketball is over for another year in the 
Madison and Ruby valleys. Seven matchups 
took place around the county last weekend, in-
cluding a banner senior night for the Sheridan 
Panthers on Friday, February 8.

Sheridan hosted the Lima Bears for the 
penultimate game of the season, and the boys 
earned their first win of the season in a well-de-
served overtime victory of 63-56. It’s been a 
long season for the Panthers, but after months 
of hard work and dedication, they notched a win 
against the Bears.

The lady Panthers kept the momentum going 
with a more comfortable victory, 43-27.  

But action had begun on Thursday when 
Harrison and Ennis faced off for the last time 
this year. The Mustangs would come out on top 
in both games, by a 41-point margin on the girls’ 
side, 62-21 and a mere six points on the boys’ 
side, 52-46. It was a similar game to the last 
time the Mustangs and Wildcats played back in 
January, when the Mustangs eked out a victory 
by only three points. 

Both teams would be back in action on Fri-
day: Harrison hosting Twin Bridges and Ennis 
traveling to Drummond. 

The Twin Bridges boys successfully fulfilled 
their quest for an undefeated regular season and 
will attempt to carry that into this weekend’s 
district tournament. The Falcons topped Har-
rison decisively in a 70-32 win, with Daniel 
Kruer responsible for 18 of those 70 and Jake 
Hughes and Ethan Kneeland adding 15 more 
each. The lady Falcons kept things a little closer 
in a 19-point victory, 44-25, with Clancy Phillip 
leading Twin Bridges with 10 points.

The lady Mustangs have found their groove 
again after an 11-game winning streak was 
snapped a couple weeks ago, but they too will 
take strong momentum into the post season. En-
nis defeated Drummond 48-33 on Friday, while 
the boys fell in a close game by just three, 66-
63.

The seaon’s last three games came on Satur-
day, February 9. Sheridan hosted Lone Peak and 
would end their season with a pair of losses: a 
close 46-43 for the boys and a 13-point loss for 
the girls, 32-19.

Whitehall and Manhattan Christian faced 
off and each took a win, with Manhattan on top 
for the boys 50-37 and the lady Trojans continu-
ing their strong season with a 68-55 win. 

And for Twin Bridges, the victory was easy 
and sweet on Saturday. The Falcons hosted 
Philipsburg and led from the word go: by half-
time they had a 29-12 lead and by the final 
buzzer they’d nearly doubled the Prospectors 
points, winning 65-33. Jake Hughes added 18 
to his point total for the season, Charlie Kruer 
added 13 and Nate Konen added 10 more.

Scores for the Twin Bridges vs. Philipsburg 
girls’ game were not available before press 
time. As of February 11, the Twin Bridges boys 
were ranked 8th and the Ennis girls ranked 10th 
among all Class C schools in the state, but it’s 
likely that those rankings will change by the end 
of the week, with the Falcons edging ever closer 
to the top of the list.

District play begins at Dillon’s Beaverhead 
High School on Thursday, February 14. Brackets 
for that tournament should be set by Wednesday 
and at least a couple local teams will certainly 
be representing Madison County, and doing it 
well.

Sheridan shines to end regular season play

Districts begin Feb. 14

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  R O U N D U P

The Madison County District Court scheduled proceedings for five criminal cases for the 
week of February 11.

• Steven Michael Jones is charged with a fourth or subsequent DUI, a felony, as well as 
three misdemeanors: driving with a suspended or revoked license, failure to carry or exhibit 
proof of liability insurance and leaving the scene of an accident without law enforcement 
permission. Jones was stopped in December after he allegedly hit another vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol.

• Sandra Joann Berthelson pleaded guilty in July to felony exploitation of an older person 
after allegedly using or obtaining funds or assets belonging to her elderly stepfather. Berth-
elson awaits sentencing.

• Heidi Laura Berg is charged with felony possession of methamphetamine and misde-
meanor possession of drug paraphernalia. She pleaded not guilty to both counts in August. 

• Josiah Michael Parton is charged with three drug related crimes: felony solicitation of 
distribution of dangerous drugs, misdemeanor possession of marijuana and misdemeanor 
possession of drug paraphernalia. Parton allegedly tried to purchase marijuana last year and 
pleaded not guilty to the charges in July.

• Carol Ann Feist awaits adjudication of a third petition to revoke a suspended sentence 
after allegedly committing several probation violations. Feist pleaded guilty to two counts of 
felony deceptive practices in 2015 after allegedly stealing or using stolen credit cards to make 
fraudulent purchases. She was later found guilty of two counts of issuing a bad check, and 
in 2015 was found guilty of tampering with or fabricating evidence, a felony, after allegedly 
giving a false letter of recommendation from a former employer in court proceedings. Feist 
has been arrested multiple times for probation violations since first receiving a suspended 
10-year sentence in 2016.
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Late January snows not enough in 
some Montana river basins

5 Sunrise Loop     406.682.4560

MADISON SQUARE 
ATHLETIC CLUB

Love thyself!
 4  MONTHS  FOR $140 .00

(120  DAYS  TO CREATE  A  HAB I T…
ONE THAT  I S  HARD TO QU I T ! )

To thine own self be true!

NEW BUSINESS!

dirt work, Property 
Improvement & Debris Removal.

A Licensed and Insured Contractor, 
covering Southwest Montana.

406-949-6070
A Division of Jeff Welborn Auctions,LLC

• Brush & land clearing. •  Stump removal. 
• Driveway grading and site prep. • Trail & landscape prep. 

•  Industrial & small pasture mowing. 
• Fuel loads/fire mitigation. 

• Landscape structures. • Late model, track machines for 
minimum impact.

Vigilante trail ventures.

R&M Rentals Inc.
Ron or Martha Noack

4995 US Hwy 287 N. ~ Ennis, MT 59729

Daily & Weekly Rentals
Compact & Mid-size cars, SUVs
Offi ce Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, M-F

Saturday by appointment
Major Credit Cards Required

406.682.7039 
After Hours Call 581.0096 or 570.8133 or
xpressrenta_car@yahoo.com

ENNIS – The Madison 
Valley Presbyterian Church 
Women and the Madison Val-
ley Medical Center Auxiliary 
will hold a community blood 
drive on Wednesday, Feb. 13 
from 12– 5 p.m. At the Mad-
ison Valley Medical Center. 
For more information, con-
tact Judi Stonebreaker at 209-
5706, or Vitalant at 877-258-
4825 or visit vitalant.org.

Ennis 
community 

blood 
drive

By Tia Hill, Sheridan FC-
CLA member

SHERIDAN – The Sher-
idan FCCLA Chapter held a 
pink night for a home basket-
ball game and did a pass-the-
bucket fundraiser on February 
2.

This event was to show sup-
port for our local breast cancer 
survivors and to raise funds for 
our local relay-for-life team.

The chapter is also holding 
a Breast Cancer 5k run/walk.

The race will be held on 
February 23, with registration 
starting at 9:30 a.m. at the high 
school and the run starting at 
10 a.m., from the football field. 

The 5k will cost $25 per 
person with a free brunch fol-
lowing at 11 am. Each runner 
will receive a free t-shirt for 
helping support the cause. All 
proceeds will be donated to 
the relay for life team. Please 
come and support the Sheridan 
FCCLA chapter and the local 
survivors.

Sheridan FCCLA takes action to 
support breast cancer survivors

BOZEMAN – As of Febru-
ary 6, periods of high-pressure 
during January resulted in 
sunny skies and above aver-
age temperatures in Montana, 
causing snowpack percentages 
to decline in many river ba-
sins, according to snow survey 
data collected by the USDA 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS). This 
pattern broke down late in the 
month, and significant snow-
fall occurred across most of 
the state of Montana.

This much needed system 
of storms added 1.5 to 3.5 
inches of Snow Water Equiv-
alent (SWE) to the snowpack, 
helping some basins in cen-
tral, south-central and south-
west Montana to remain or 
improve to near to above nor-
mal for Feb. 1. Although the 
basin-wide snowpack percent-
ages in Gallatin and Upper 
Yellowstone indicate near to 
above normal snowpack con-
ditions, there are some areas 
in southern Montana that have 
been largely missed by this 
winter’s storms.

“The late month storms re-
ally helped some of the towns 
in southern Montana where 
tourism from snowmobiling 
is critical to the local econo-
mies,” said Lucas Zukiewicz, 
NRCS hydrologist for Mon-
tana. “The snowpack in both 
Cooke City and West Yel-
lowstone was the lowest it’s 
been in quite a few years in 
mid-January, and news gets 
out.” Fortunately, he said, the 
storms helped these areas to 
recover some by February 1, 
although snowpack remains 
below normal. Almost all ba-
sins east of the Divide have 
improved snowpack percent-
ages from January 1, but some 
regions remain below normal 
for snowpack on February 1.

The western half of the 
state also benefited from the 
late January storms, but the 
river basins experienced de-
creases in snowpack percent-
ages since January 1 and re-
main below normal for this 
date. “The storms just weren’t 
enough in the western half of 
the state to make up for the 

deficits we’d experienced ear-
ly in the winter,” Zukiewicz 
said. “Even with the impres-
sive totals from the late month 
storms, snowfall ended up 
being below normal for the 
month of January.”

River basins in the north-
west region of the state typi-
cally experience their “wet-
test” months of the year from 
early November through the 
end of January. Below nor-
mal snow totals in these areas 
for this date make recovery 
to “normal” snowpack condi-
tions before runoff begins less 
likely. “For example, the Flat-
head River basin would need 
to receive around 135% of 
normal snowfall between now 
and when the snowpack reach-
es peak accumulation, which 
typically occurs sometime 
in April,” Zukiewicz said. 
“While that’s not impossible, 
it would certainly take a major 
pattern shift from what we’ve 
seen so far this winter.”

Similar to last month, 
mountain temperatures were 
above average in January, and 
could be one of the impacts 
the region is experiencing 
from the weak El Nino that is 
occurring this year. Whether 
it strengthens or weakens into 
the summer of 2019 is still to 
be determined, but long-range 
forecasts issued by NOAA 
continue to indicate above 
average temperatures for the 
February – April time-period.

“That’s something we’ll be 
keeping an eye on,” Zukiewicz 
said. “Early runoff doesn’t 
benefit anyone, so hopefully 
spring is cooler than anticipat-
ed.”

Official NRCS streamflow 
forecasts for April 1 – July 31 
will begin on March 1 and will 
offer a glimpse into what we 
could expect this spring and 
summer.

Monthly Water Supply 
Outlook Reports can be found 
at the website below after the 
5th business day of the month:

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/nrcs/mt/snow/wa-
terproducts/basin/

Too Little, Too Late?

Thanks to January snowfall, the Madison River basin is at 85 per-
cent of normal, according other NRCS. Last year, the Madison 
River basin was 75 percent of normal at the same time. (NRCS 
photo)

Thank you to everyone 

who purchased a pizza and/or made a 
donation to our annual fundraiser. 

A big thank you as well to everyone who 
donated their Saturday to help prepare for

and assemble 270 pizzas. 
We could not have done it without you! Watch 

for exciting things to
come in 2019! 

The Ruby Valley Swimming Club

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

Treat Your Sweet 
To Something Neat!

JOIN US

Thursday, 2/14/19
5 pm - 9 pm

Reservations Required
Call Us at 684.5959 for More Information

for Valentines Day!

A Six Course, 
Prix Fixe Dinner Awaits You.

Complimentary Sparkling Wine 
& Chocolates for All!

Sixty-Five Dollars per Person
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Madison County 

February 3 - 9, 2019
D I S P AT C H

February 3 – Alarm Call in 1200 Blk Jack 
Creek Rd., Ennis; Traffic Complaint on MT 
Hwy 84, MM 13, Norris; Suspicious Circum-
stances in 100 Blk W. Main St., Ennis; Acci-
dent in 500 Blk Ennis Lake Rd., McAllister; 
Suspicious Circumstances in 1200 Blk Jack 
Creek Rd., Ennis.

February 4 – Accident in 200 Blk W. Main 
St., Ennis; Traffic Complaint on MT Hwy 
287, MM 1, Ennis; Suspicious Circumstances 
in 100 Blk Brook Trout Ln., McAllister; Acci-
dent on US Hwy 287, MM 29, Cameron.

February 5 – Wildlife Complaint on US 
Hwy 287, MM 29, Cameron; Traffic Com-
plaint on US Hwy 287, MM 58, McAllister; 
Accident on MT Hwy 87, MM 1, Cameron; 
Fire Call on US Hwy 287 & Sterling Rd., Nor-
ris; Medical Aid in 300 Blk E. Madison St., 
Sheridan; Accident on US Hwy 287, MM 58, 
McAllister.

February 6 – Traffic Complaint on MT 
Hwy 41, MM 58, Silver Star; Abandoned Ve-
hicle on MT Hwy 287 & Airport Rd., Twin 
Bridges; Welfare Check on Wisconsin Creek 
Rd., Sheridan; Welfare Check in 200 Blk 
Idaho St., Virginia City; Suspicious Circum-
stances on Judy Ln., Alder; Vandalism/Crim-
inal Mischief in 100 Blk Antelope Meadows 
Rd., Ennis; Accident on US Hwy 287, MM 61, 
Norris.

February 7 – Medical Aid on Wisconsin 
Creek Rd., Sheridan; Accident on MT Hwy 
287, MM 19, Nevada City; Fire Call in 400 
Blk S. Main St., Sheridan; Traffic Complaint 
on MT Hwy 287, MM 4, Ennis; Fire Call on 
Teal Creek Rd., Ennis; Theft Complaint on 
Jordan Ln., McAllister; Medical Aid in 100 
Blk N. Main St., Twin Bridges; Accident on 
Wisconsin Creek Rd., MM 3, Sheridan.

February 8 – Accident on Moores Creek 
Rd., MM 4, Ennis; Accident on US Hwy 87, 
MM 5, Cameron; Disturbance in 200 Blk 
Charles Ave., Ennis; Traffic Complaint on 
US Hwy 287, MM 55, McAllister; Fire Call 
in 600 Blk Norwegian Creek Rd., Harrison; 
Traffic Complaint on MT Hwy 41, MM 45, 
Twin Bridges.

February 9 – Accident on MT Hwy 287, 
MM 36, Sheridan; Accident on Melrose 
Bench Rd., Twin Bridges; Citizen Assist in 
200 Blk Madison St., Sheridan; Medical Aid 
in 200 Blk N. Main St., Ennis; Fire Call in 
100 Blk W. Main St., Ennis; Medical Aid on 
S. Boulder Rd., Cardwell; Wildlife Complaint 
on MT Hwy 287, MM 5, Ennis; Fire Call in 
200 Blk E. 9th St., Twin Bridges.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

Roses are red, violets are blue, 
and so am I without you. 

Valentine’s Day is coming too.  I’d 
love to share it with you.  Please 
call Misty at 439-1405 and come 
soon. Big Whitey

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Big Whitey
(406)684-5831

M  untain ViewVeterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewVeterinary

MADISON COUNTY—
Montana Highway Patrol con-
ducted the first public opinion 
survey of its history in 2018, and 
the results show admirable marks 
for the troopers, who drive more 
than 5 million miles statewide 
each year.

MHP partnered with data 
analytics company OrgVitality, 
Inc. after Captain Jim Hunter 
and Colonel Tom Butler attend-
ed a meeting of the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP), of which all of MHP’s 
command staff are members. 
They learned of a similar survey 
that had been conducted in Col-
orado and decided to implement 
a similar measure to gauge the 
feelings of their citizens.

“This survey is the first of its 
kind that we’ve done,” says Hunt-
er. “It took us a while to get to the 
point of when we wanted to do it, 
because we wanted to capture 
the peak of summertime traffic. 
So, we started in June and ran 
through Labor Day.” 

Over that three-month pe-
riod, state troopers handed out 
business cards with information 
about the survey, which they 
handed out to each person they 
interacted with when they were 
out patrolling. The survey was 
also posted online and advertised 
via MHP’s various social media 
pages. 

But there was one specific 
rule, says Hunter.

“The big thing was that the 
troopers give everyone a card. 
Whether it was a positive expe-
rience, or someone was yelling 
at you while you were arresting 
them, everyone gets a card,” he 
says. “Cherry picking who gave 
us input wasn’t going to do us 
any good. That was our biggest 
focus.”

That provides a wide range 
of interactions to be graded on. 
Montana has nearly 250 troop-
ers, who respond to over 160,000 
calls for service each year and 
issue nearly 90,000 arrests. 
Around 850 people responded to 
the survey, and the results were 

overwhelmingly positive.
Of those respondents, 78 

percent rated Montana’s high-
ways and interstates as safe or 
very safe. Eighty-four percent 
believed that troopers have an 
effective impact on their com-
munities, and 82 percent report-
ed that they trust MHP officers. 
Eighty-six percent believed that 
troopers treat everyone fairly un-
der the law, and 92 percent said 
troopers treat them with respect.

Those numbers are impres-
sive on their own, but became 
even more so in the context of 
OrgVitality’s benchmarks for 
success. They reported that any 
positive feedback that reached 
the mid-70th percentile was con-
sidered a good place to land.

“We were pleasantly sur-
prised when looking at these 
categories and hearing our sta-
tistical experts say that anything 
above a certain point is highly 
favorable,” says Hunter. “All 
our categories were above that 
threshold, so that was really 
good to see.”

Of those who responded 
to the survey, 37 percent had 
learned about the survey direct-
ly from a trooper they interacted 
with, while another 14 percent 
heard about it through a com-
munity engagement event. Thir-
teen percent were involved in or 
witnessed a traffic incident, 12 
percent had called for roadside 
assistance and 45 percent found 
out about the survey elsewhere.

And while the results show 
that most Montanans think very 

positively about their troopers, 
Hunter says there is still room to 
improve. The spaces in the sur-
vey for additional comments can 
offer specific areas where MHP 
can do better work while on duty 
and interacting with the public. 
Because MHP serves so many 
purposes, each unique interac-
tion offers a point of reference 
for moving forward.

“They basically said that ev-
erything looks great,” he says. 
“But by the same token, we can 
go through individual comments 
and always find things to help us 
fine tune what we’re doing.”

Hunter says this won’t be 
the last public opinion survey 
MHP does, either. Now that they 
have a working relationship with 
OrgVitality, creating another it-
eration of the survey will only 
take a couple minor tweaks. 
Now that the first survey is done 
and more people are aware of 
it, hopefully there will be more 
respondents offering more feed-
back in the future, so Montana’s 
troopers can continue to keep 
their finger on the pulse of those 
they serve.

“There were so many dif-
ferent facets that it’s difficult to 
say what we’re going to change,” 
says Hunter. “But it’s a really 
valuable tool for us to get back. 
We’re always looking toward the 
future to see how we can do bet-
ter.”

The full report from the 2018 
MHP public opinion survey can 
be found online at www.dojmt.
gov/highwaypatrol.

The Montana Highway Patrol conducted a public opinion survey 
during the summer of 2018. The survey was the first of its kind in 
the state and revealed positive feedback from community mem-
bers who interacted with state troopers. (MHP)

Public opinion survey shows high marks 
for states Highway Patrol

Montana troopers 
earn praise from 

survey responders

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS — On Saturday, February 9, at about 
11:59 AM, the Madison County Dispatch Cen-
ter received a call from an employee at the Town 
Pump, located at 116 Main St, in Ennis, indicating 
they smelled gas coming from the basement of the 
building.

The Madison Valley Rural Volunteer Fire 
Department responded along with the Madison 
County Sheriff’s Office and the Madison County 

Department of Emergency Management. An En-
vironmental Emergency Response Team also re-
sponded to the scene from Town Pump’s Corporate 
Office located in Butte, MT.

The first responders took control of the emer-
gency shortly after their arrival to the scene. 

The business was closed for approximately six 
hours and reopened with limited services, there 
were no injuries.

Gas leak at Town Pump
Town Pump in Ennis was closed for six hours on Saturday, February 9, due to a gas leak (MADCO)

The Madison 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice responded to 52 
Calls for Service from 
Feb 3 - Feb 9, 2019.
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TWIN BRIDGES 
Good Luck

GO FALCONS!
GOOD LUCK AT

TOURNAMENTS!

108 N. Main, Twin Bridges
Mon-Sat 7AM-9PM
Sunday 8AM-7PM

Good Luck
Basketball teams! Good Luck
Basketball teams!  

800.796.4567 
3r ivers .net

GO
 F

A
LC

O
N

S
!

70 Montana Hwy 287, 
Ennis, MT 59729

M-F Open 8-6  • 406-682-5823

1 Bryce Nye
3 Charlie Kruer

5 Daniel Kruer
11 Tate Smith

13 Nate Konen
15 Trystan Harmon
23 Axton Anderson

25 Jake Hughes
33 Ethan Kneeland
35 Ayden Anderson
24 Matthew Kaiser

Coaches: Josh Keller, 
Dalton Bullock, Andy 
Nye, Brandon Mailey

2 Bailey Stockett
10 Clancy Phillips
12 Nora Humbert
14 Delilah Puckett
20 Lexie Stockett
22 Avery George
24 Anna Kaiser
30 Ashleigh Guinnane
32 Blu Keim
33 Kara Dale
42 Hadley Johnson

Coaches: Rob Lott, Kelcy Lott

Quote from Coach Keller: 
“I’m really excited about our season so far. Our boys are really coming 
together and playing well. I really feel like every game we are getting 
better and really need to do so. The western division in my mind is one 
of the toughest divisions, and it’s going to take great if not perfect 
games to get not only out of the district but the division as well.  
Sitting at 16-0 we are feeling blessed to be where we are. From here 
out our motto is, “no regrets leave it all on the floor!”
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SHERIDAN
Good Luck

Good Luck
Basketball teams! Good Luck
Basketball teams!  

800.796.4567 
3r ivers .net

GO
 P

A
N

T
H

ER
S

!

Madison River Autobody

Collision Repair

652 Beaverhead St.,  Ennis,  MT  59729
M-F Open 8-5:30  • 406-682-4959

Free Estimates, Insurance Company Assistance
Lifetime Warranty  •  Towing

Paintless Dent Repair

McLeod Mercantile

(406)685-3361

GO PANTHERS!
Best of Luck at 

Tournments!

Only Ethanol Free Premium Gas In The County!
FAMILY OWNED.

Walter’s FAMILY FOODS

Good Luck at Districts, Panthers!

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs

Good Luck Teams!  
This is where the drills pay off!

0 Hartson Van Houten
2 Jason Chisholm

4 Moxon Lee
5 Kole Hill

11 Cade McParland
12 Tyler Haag

15 Isaac Bendon
23 Jack Gilman

33 Joe Gilman
41 Kaiden Batzler

Coaches: Clay Pierson, Ben Holland

10 Brooke Grow
11 Madison Fabel
12 Mackenzee Fabel
13 Grace Larsen
14 Beth Hamilton
15 Dreonna Clark
22 Tia Hill
23 Faith Larsen
24 Desaray Tipton
20 Leah Sanders

Coaches: Emily Pierson, Wendy Fabel
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HARRISON
Good Luck

Good Luck
Basketball teams! Good Luck
Basketball teams!  

800.796.4567 
3r ivers .net685-3372 • P.O. Box 2808 • Norris

GO BIG PURPLE!  
CATS! CATS! CATS!

Excavation • Construction • Hauling

406.685.3372
105 Sterling Rd. Norris, Montana

GO
 W

IL
DC

AT
S!

JR’s Tire Sales
Good luck at 

Tournament, Wildcats!
6522 U.S. 287, Norris, Mt

(406) 685-3384

McLeod Mercantile

(406)685-3361

GO WILDCATS!
Best of Luck at 

Tournments!

Only Ethanol Free Premium Gas In The County!
FAMILY OWNED.

White
Whiteand

V E T E R I N A R Y

6 8 2 - 7 1 5 1
5098 HWY 287 N • ENNIS, MONTANA

GOOD LUCK WILDCATS!

685-3243
Harrison, MT

Good Luck Wildcats!

US Hwy 287 - Harrison, MT - 406.685.3207

Know Farmers, Know Food

no Farmers, no Food!

Good LUCK,
HarrIson 
wILdCaTs!

160 Main Street  •  Harrison, MT  •  (406) 685-341

GOOD LUCK WILDCATS!

0 Cristian Contreras
2 Dillon Christiansen
3 Sage Buus
13 Luke Cima
15 Jackson Nye
22 Zane Christiansen
23 Vern Homner
25 James Harnvall
30 Kyle Homner
32 Thomas Cromwell
35 Joe Cima
40 Layne Homner 

Coach: Zach Murphy

5 Rosie Chater
10 Aleena Bacon
13 Kayley Christensen
15 Makenna Christiansen
20 Maddison Christiansen
22 Dana Lerum
25 Stephanie Strong
33 Alecia Gonzalez
44 Amira Boucher

Coach: Zach Dyk

Gary & LeAnne DeFrance, Owners

defrance@3rivers.net • 685-3425  •  800-557-5868
P.O. Box 231 • Harrison, MT 59735  • Fax 685-3429

Feed, Fertilizer, Seed & Agricultural Chemicals

GOOD LUCK 
AT DISTRICTS!

February 14, 2019A10THE MADISONIAN



Good Luck
Basketball teams! Good Luck
Basketball teams!  

800.796.4567 
3r ivers .net

685-3372 • P.O. Box 2808 • Norris

GO MUSTANGS!  
GOOD LUCK!

Excavation • Construction • Hauling
406.685.3372

105 Sterling Rd. Norris, Montana

GO
 M

U
ST

A
N

GS
!

406-682-4537 TOWING: 406-570-9872

Yesterday’s Soda Fountain

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 6am-4pm & Sat.-Sun. 6am-3pm
Located inside the Ennis Pharmacy on Main Street

124 Main Street  Ennis, MT    ~   406.682.4246
All American ~ Delicious Food and Drinks

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane
Sheridan, Montana

homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

GOOD LUCK 
MUSTANGS!

Re/Max Mountain Property
jennyrohrback@outlook.com

Real Estate Agent
406-868-3175

Jenny
Rohrback

JR’s Tire Sales
Good luck at 

Tournament, Mustangs!
6522 U.S. 287, Norris, Mt

(406) 685-3384

Good Luck
ENNIS

0 Ian Swanson
1 Jacob Mulholland

2 Jarrett Jenkins
5 Brand Ostler

12 Trevor Swanson
22 Kurt Funston
23 Clay Coffman

24 Dean Comer
32 Damian Chesser
42 Dillon Williams

44 Talon Fortner

Coaches: Jared Smithson, Cole Cavan, Mike Speck

1 Jenna Snider
3 Joree Hokanson
4. Shae Lovett
10 Landri Paladichuck
12 Whitney McKitrick
14 Shelbey Klein
20 Amanda Russell
22 Jourdain Klein
24 Bronwyn Comer
32 Alyssa West

Coaches: Jordan Overstreet, Madyson Speck

Quote from Coach Overstreet: 
“I feel great about this season. The girls come in every day ready to work hard and improve. Each game I feel like we’ve improved one way or 
another. They’re motivated and hungry to get back to that state tournament. Our seniors have really led by example and have worked their tails 
off this season, and we all want to make sure they round out their senior season by going as far as we can back at state.”
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682-4223  ~  305 Main Street  Ennis, MT  59729

Good Luck Mustangs!

1/4 Mile West On Hwy
Ennis, Montana 59729

P.O. Box 988
(406) 682-4933

Madison Laundry 
& Cleaners

Best of Luck to all the District 
Tournament Teams!

McLeod Mercantile

(406)685-3361

GO MUSTANGS!
Best of Luck at 

Tournments!

Only Ethanol Free Premium Gas In The County!
FAMILY OWNED.

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane
Sheridan, Montana

homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

GOOD LUCK 
FALCONS!

BO’S TIRE SERVICE

100 S Main
Twin Bridges, Montana

Call (406) 684-5611

GOOD LUCK, FALCONS!
GOOD LUCK FALCONS!

TB Auto Parts
104 N. MAIN - Twin Bridges, Mt  • 406-684-5739
Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  •  Sat 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane
Sheridan, Montana

homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

GOOD LUCK 
PANTHERS!

Good Luck, Panthers!

Sheridan
Twin Bridges

best wishes to our 
local teams for a fantastic

tournament season

More local support!

SHERIDAN

ENNIS

White
Whiteand

V E T E R I N A R Y

6 8 2 - 7 1 5 1
5098 HWY 287 N • ENNIS, MONTANA

GOOD LUCK MUSTANGS!

Novich Insurance Agency
Twin Bridges | Phone 406-684-5701

Go Falcons, Go!
Serving the Ruby Valley for over 40 years!

The Red Shed
5336 Mt Highway 41 N

Twin Bridges
684-5255

BEST OF LUCK FALCONS!

TWIN BRIDGES
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YOU 
are your only 

limit

Good Luck this tournament season,
Your friends at The Madisonian
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Cloudy. High 20, low 4. Winds 
NW 5 mph, 20 percent chance of 
precipitation.

“The supreme art of 
war is to subdue the 
enemy without 
fighting.”

Sun Tzu

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Partly cloudy. High 20, low 3, 
Winds SW 5 mph, 10 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Cloudy. High 27, low 7. Winds 
WSW 6 mph, 20 percent chance of 
precipitation.

Snow showers. High 33, low 10. 
Winds SSW 11 mph, 60 percent 
chance of precipitation.

PM snow showers. High 33, low 
21. Winds SSE 7 mph, 50 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Monday and Wednesday 11 to 2 and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 11 to 7
108 N. Main Street.  |  Sheridan, MT  |  842-7999

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,
Tile Installers, Masons, Welders and 

Cabinet  Builders.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher

Skilled in lacquer and 
other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

HELENA – Damaging floods 
caused by ice jams are a fact of life 
along many Montana rivers and 
streams. And while the winter of 
2019 has been unusually mild so far, 
the Montana Department of Nat-
ural Resources and Conservation 
(DNRC) would like to remind resi-
dents that February and March have 
the greatest potential for ice jams, 
and conditions can change rapidly.

“Montana experiences the high-
est number of reported ice jams in 
the continental US, with most oc-
curring in February and March” 
said DNRC Director John Tubbs. 
“Flooding can happen in any com-
munity and it can happen quick-

ly. Residents in flood-prone areas 
should take steps to safeguard their 
families and property.”

Arin Peters, Senior Service Hy-
drologist with the National Weather 
Service Great Falls, has advised that 
the thick ice associated with ice jams 
forms when temperatures are con-
sistently low for extended periods 
of time.

Worby McNamee, a DNRC 
floodplain specialist, said it’s im-
portant that residents living near a 
river or stream develop a flood evac-
uation plan and consider the follow-
ing steps:

• Purchase flood insurance. In 
most cases flood insurance must be 

purchased 30 days before a flooding 
event.

• Keep extra drinking water on 
hand. Flooding can compromise lo-
cal water systems.

• Shovel or plow snow away 
from homes and structures.

• Be ready to transport valuables 
or, where practical, elevate them.

The Montana All-Hazards 
Weather Monitor web site offers 
up-to-date information on stream 
flows and potential flood conditions: 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/byz/state/
current.php?wfo=tfx

To learn more about the Nation-
al Flood Insurance Program, visit 
www.floodsmart.gov.

More than 80 percent of ice jams 
and associated flooding in Montana 
take place between January and 
March, with the highest number 
occurring in March. The greatest 
number of ice jams ever recorded in 
a single season was 75 in 1996.

Potential for ice jams, flooding greatest in February and March

STATE COLLEGE, PA – Ac-
cording to the AccuWeather Global 
Weather Center, while Punxsut-
awney Phil may have proclaimed 
the end of winter on February 2, 
Groundhog Day, AccuWeather fore-

casters say it’s a bit premature for 
much of the country.

Spring weather will take its 
time to arrive in the Northeast, 
mid-Atlantic and Great Lakes with 
the chance for snow as late as mid-

March.
In the Midwest and much of the 

Plains, prolonged warmth will ar-
rive in mid-April, save for the earlier 
odd spell of springlike air.

Meanwhile, the Southeast and 
Gulf Coast will buck the trend, with 
Arctic air retreating quickly and the 
threat for severe weather not far off.

Accuweather says spring won’t 
be quick to dive into the central and 

northern Rockies, as some late-sea-
son snow is possible for cities like 
Denver, Colorado, and Cheyenne, 
Wyoming.

These areas missed out on fre-
quent stormy weather over the win-
ter, so drought issues could intensify 
into spring.

“There may be some concerns 
with water restrictions,” Vido said.

AccuWeather: a warm, dry spring is on the way

Join Us
The children of Larry & Carrol Young cordially 

invite you to come celebrate their parents 60th 
wedding anniversary with them. 

Refreshments will be served at the senior center 
on Main St. Pony,  March 16th at 2pm. 

No gifts please. Your presence is gift enough.
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panorama
February 14, 2019

F E B R U A R Y  2 2 , 2 3  &  2 4
An Intimate Musical

up next: THE LAST FIVE YEARS

Get Tickets @ warrenmillerpac.org

YELLOWSTONE—There are only two types of motorized trans-
port allowed into Yellowstone National Park in the winter: guided snow-
mobile trips and snowcoaches. From the time the park closes in October 
to its spring reopening in April, the majority of those who venture into 
the park will do so with guides.

Guided trips generally follow one of two routes out of West Yellow-
stone. Visitors head straight into the park to Madison junction, and from 
there turn either north and east to Canyon Village and the legendary 
Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone that gave the park its name, or south 
toward Old Faithful to take in an eruption and the Upper Geyser Basin 
before returning to West. 

But, on Friday, February 8, I had the good fortune to join a small 
group in a 1952 Bombardier named “Kitty” for a trip that only about 5 
percent of winter park visitors ever experience: a 122-mile circumnavi-
gation of Yellowstone’s southern loop. 

We loaded into Kitty with guide Ty Wheeler, a new winter park 
guide taking over for Kitty’s usual driver for the day, who has been 
driving her for over three decades. Kitty came originally from Medicine 
Hat, Alberta and is one of eight vehicles maintained by Yellowstone Al-
pen Guides. 

Outfitted with tractor-like treads in the back and a pair of wide skis 
in the front, snowcoaches offer the smoothest and warmest rides into 
Yellowstone atop several feet of groomed snow. With two roof hatch-
es for photo ops and 270-degree windows, they make for easy wildlife 
spotting and scenery viewing.

After entering the park through its west entrance—now finally 
staffed by rangers after nearly a month of vacancy—we followed the 
Madison River east to Norris Geyser Basin, encountering our first 
non-human company in the form of a mating pair of trumpeter swans 
and several bufflehead ducks. 

Unlike further upstream in the Madison, where frigid temperatures 
have caused gorging and icebergs along the river’s surface, here the 
Madison flows freely thanks to warm runoff from Yellowstone’s iconic 
thermal features. As we follow a clockwise path around the park, we 
merge with the Gibbon River and later the Yellowstone, the longest un-

inhibited river in the world at 621 dam-free miles.
Our first foray out of the snowcoach came at Norris Geyser Basin, 

where Steamboat Geyser came tantalizingly close to a massive eruption. 
We wouldn’t be fortunate enough to catch one, but with a 24-hour steam 
phase and an hourlong, 300-foot tall eruption, Wheeler could tell we 
hadn’t missed it by much.

Steamboat, the world’s tallest geyser, dwarfs its much more famous 
neighbor Old Faithful. Its eruption can be nearly 30 times longer and 
three times as high—enough to drain Cistern Spring just downhill each 
time it erupts. 

Dormant for fifty years between 1911 and 1961, Steamboat became 
active once again in 2000 and erupted six times before quieting again 
in 2005 until 2013. But since March of 2018, Steamboat has erupted 37 
times with relative regularity, eruptions spaced between 4 and 21 days 
apart. She would erupt later that day, hours after our group had moved 
on.

After a stop at the Grand Canyon to take in the iron-deposited ocher 
walls of the glacier-carved gorge, we moved on through the park’s 
Hayden Valley, renowned for its excellent wildlife spotting. Naturally, 
Yellowstone’s bears are hibernating at the moment, and its larger ungu-
lates such as moose and elk have migrated south for better forage, many 
toward Jackson, Wyoming. But bison remained a common sight, caus-
ing traffic jams and playfully sparring on the sides of the road. 

Canines also made an appearance. While most of the park’s wolves 
often hang around the northern Lamar Valley, our group counted a total 
of nine coyotes for the day, an all-time high for Wheeler’s guiding ca-
reer. We were also graced by two red foxes, who largely ignored us in 
favor of the voles they could hear underneath a quiet blanket of snow, but 
who offered a majestic photography opportunity nonetheless. 

Our last stop of the day included a short fuel-up at Old Faithful, 
perfectly timed for a winter eruption. Not many people can say they’ve 
watched Old Faithful go off with only a dozen or so other people: in the 
summertime, a dozen is about the depth of the crowd surrounding the 
geyser, smartphones raised for photos.

A trip all the way around the park’s southern loop takes the better 
part of an entire day. We departed West Yellowstone around 8 a.m. and 
didn’t return until after 5, but such a long trip meant we caught all the 
most optimal times for wildlife viewing—morning and evening, when 
critters are out looking for meals at the start and end of the day. 

Everyone in the group went home happy, laden with spectacular 
photos and memories of a place unlike anything a summer visitor to 
Yellowstone could ever see. And unlike those who had been on snow-
mobiles for their trips into the park, we went home considerably warmer.

ABOVE – Kitty, our snow-
coach for the day, was 
built in 1952, one of a fleet 
of eight operated by Yel-
lowstone Alpen Guides. 
The coaches are specially 
outfitted with skis and 
wide treads to glide over 
Yellowstone’s several 
feet of snow. Old-fash-
ioned bombardiers can 
comfortably seat up to 
eight people, with win-
dows offering 270-degree 
views. (R. Colyer photos)

LEFT – Steamboat Geyser 
is the tallest in the world, 
and while we missed its 
eruption by a matter of 
hours, we still viewed its 
steam plume and a series 
of frequent eruptions 
ranging from 20-60 feet. 

BELOW LEFT – Narrow 
paths are dug into the 
snow at many of Yellow-
stone’s basins, such as 
Norris, home to Steam-
boat Geyser. Mainte-
nance was sparse during 
the recent government 
shutdown, but park staff 
was quickly back to work 
once the federal govern-
ment got moving again.

Not a walk in the park...
Bombardiers offer inside look at

Yellowstone National Park

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

ABOVE – Wildlife, like the bison (right) and red fox (above) are plentiful in Yellowstone even during the win-
ter, and fortunate to be outfitted in such sturdy and warm coats. The lack of visitors during the winter offers 
the animals more freedom to utilize roads without fear of disturbance.

HELENA – The Montana 
Preservation Alliance (MPA) is 
excited to announce the launch 
of a new heritage resource, “The 
Path Less Traveled: Guide to 
Montana’s Hidden Rural Heri-
tage,” now online at Preserve-
Montana.org/PathLessTraveled. 

The online guide uses famil-
iar Google maps to give casual 
day-trippers or diehard back-road 
junkies the key to finding the 
history of more than 100 off-the-
beaten-path historic sites nestled 
into the hillsides, mountains, and 
beautiful prairies of the Treasure 
State. 

The guide takes you down 
Montana’s uncrowded country 
roads to find everything from 
high mountain ghost towns and 
forest lookout towers to small-
town saloons, schools, churches, 
ranger stations, and post-World 
War II landmarks. 

The focus is rural and off-the-
beaten-path, but travelers will be 
surprised to find many hidden 
gems within an hour of Montana’s 
six major cities and two National 
Parks. Multiple photographs and 

brief histories for each property 
offer colorful stories important to 
narrating the many facets of Mon-
tana history, while “Sources” and 
“Links” help guide avid history 
buffs to further reading. 

The Path Less Traveled guide 
is a companion and extension of 
MPA’s Path Less Traveled: Mon-
tana Preservation Road Show – a 
traveling heritage preservation 
conference focused on bring-
ing attention and appreciation to 
Montana’s rural landmarks scat-
tered and often hidden across the 
state’s vast landscape.

The Path Less Traveled web-
site invites travelers who want to 
get away from crowded tourist 
towns and tacky t-shirt shops, to 
experience an unspoiled part of 
the West where their hard-earned 
dollars and precious vacation 
hours will be well spent making 
genuine Montana memories. As 
we launch the guide in early 2019 
we will continually add cherished 
heritage sites in an effort to shine 
a light on lesser-known rural his-
toric sites. 

Guide to Montana’s hidden rural 
heritage now onlineTWIN BRIDGES – On 

February 6, The American 
Legion Post 31 hosted the 
Post level American Legion 
High School Scholarship 
Program Constitutional Ora-
tory contest, held at the Twin 
Bridges High School. 

• Two competitors pre-
sented two speeches each: 
First the competitors gave 
an original oratory that was 
to be eight to ten minutes 
in length. The first entitled, 
‘The Sixth Article – Why is 
it Not Being Used?’ and the 
second entitled, ‘This Gen-
eration and the First Amend-
ment’. 

• The second speech was 
an extemporaneous speech 
on the 21st Amendment, 
each competitor only re-
ceived five minutes to pre-
pare a three to five-minute 
speech. 

First place went to Tris-
ta Redfield, who received a 
$100 scholarship and will ad-
vance to The American Le-
gion District 6 competition 
on March 2., in Townsend. 

Second place went to 
Nora Humbert who received 
a $50 scholarship. 

The American Legion is 
and the community should 
be proud of these young cit-
izen’s accomplishments and 
hope they inspire potential 
future students in develop-
ing a deeper knowledge and 
appreciation of the Constitu-
tion of the United States.

American Legion oratory winners

DILLON – The well-known 
American pianist, Frederic Chiu, 
will appear in Dillon on Friday, 
February 15, 2019, in UM-West-
ern Beier Auditorium at 7:30 pm. 
His appearance is part of the Dil-
lon Concert Association’s perfor-
mance series and is supported by 
season sponsors John and Eliza-
beth Garry and Dr. Ken Hunt and 
Dr. Judy Wilson. Performance 
co-sponsors are Stephen Armiger 
and Gary and Kerstin Lorenzen.

At the time of Frederic Chiu’s 
first Dillon performance, March 
2008, he shared concerns for the 
condition of the 1952 grand pia-
no. Due to DCA member Frank 
Fowler’s research and funding 
from UM-Western Foundation 
and Dillon Concert Association, 
the piano was professionally 
renovated and restored. October 
2009, Frederic Chiu was the first 
musician to play the newly refur-
bished piano in the Beier Audito-

rium. Come and enjoy his third 
performance February 15, 2019.

Dillon Concert Association 
membership grants admission 
into all 2018-2019 performances. 
Single event tickets will be sold 
at the door: adults $15; college 
$10; student/youth $6. For fur-
ther information contact Laurie 
Hagenbarth at 683-5050.

Pianist Frederic Chiu comes to Dillon

Frederic Chiu

Will perform
Saturday, Feb. 15
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Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
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Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.
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PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
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Medical
Center
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 Well-Woman Exams
 DOT Physicals
 Sports Physicals

 Well-Child Check-Ups

 Life Insurance Exams
 Acute and Chronic 
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 Evaluation and
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Mental Health Issues

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725  TOP 20 CAH WINNER

Your Top Priority deserves one 
of the nation’s Top Hospitals

•  Acute Inpatient Care 
(with Hospitalist Expertise)

• Behavioral Health
• Cancer Care
• Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab
•  Diagnostic Imaging (CT, MRI, Ultrasound, 

Nuclear Medicine, Mammography, Bone 
Densitometry, Radiography, Fluoroscopy)

• Emergency Services 24/7
• Family Clinic
• Gynecology
• Health Improvement Program
• Home Health & Hospice
• Internal Medicine Clinic

• Laboratory
•  Obstetric & Newborn Care 

(Epidural Service)
•   Pharmacist-run Clinics 

(Coumadin, Heart Failure, Hypertension, 
Asthma, Medication Management)

• Sleep Studies
•  Surgery (General, Orthopedic, Urology, 

Podiatry, Gynecology, Ophthalmology)
•  Swing Bed (skilled restorative 

& rehabilitative care)
•  Therapy (Physical, Occupational,  

Speech, Sports Medicine)
• Walk-in Clinic

www.barretthospital.org   |   406-683-1188

By Dr. Francis Collins
In addition to memory loss 

and confusion, many peo-
ple with Alzheimer’s disease 
have trouble sleeping. Now an 
NIH-funded team of research-
ers has evidence that the re-
verse is also true: a chronic lack 
of sleep may worsen the disease 
and its associated memory loss.

The new findings center on a 
protein called tau, which accu-
mulates in abnormal tangles in 
the brains of people with Alz-
heimer’s disease. In the healthy 
brain, active neurons naturally 
release some tau during wak-
ing hours, but it normally gets 
cleared away during sleep. Es-
sentially, your brain has a sys-
tem for taking the garbage out 
while you’re off in dreamland.

The latest findings in stud-
ies of mice and people further 
suggest that sleep deprivation 
upsets this balance, allowing 
more tau to be released, ac-
cumulate, and spread in tox-
ic tangles within brain areas 
important for memory. While 
more study is needed, the find-
ings suggest that regular and 
substantial sleep may play an 
unexpectedly important role in 
helping to delay or slow down 
Alzheimer’s disease.

It’s long been recognized 
that Alzheimer’s disease is as-
sociated with the gradual accu-
mulation of beta-amyloid pep-
tides and tau proteins, which 
form plaques and tangles that 
are considered hallmarks of the 
disease. It has only more re-
cently become clear that, while 
beta-amyloid is an early sign of 
the disease, tau deposits track 

more closely with disease pro-
gression and a person’s cogni-
tive decline.

Such findings have raised 
hopes among researchers in-
cluding David Holtzman, 
Washington University School 
of Medicine, St. Louis, that 
tau-targeting treatments might 
slow this devastating disease. 
Though much of the hope has 
focused on developing the right 
drugs, some has also focused 
on sleep and its nightly ability 
to reset the brain’s metabolic 
harmony.

In the new study published 
in Science, Holtzman’s team 
set out to explore whether tau 
levels in the brain naturally are 
tied to the sleep-wake cycle. 
Earlier studies had shown that 
tau is released in small amounts 
by active neurons. But when 
neurons are chronically activat-
ed, more tau gets released. So, 
do tau levels rise when we’re 
awake and fall during slumber?

The Holtzman team found 
that they do. The researchers 
measured tau levels in brain 
f luid collected from mice 
during their normal waking and 
sleeping hours. (Since mice are 
nocturnal, they sleep primarily 
during the day.) The research-
ers found that tau levels in 
brain f luid nearly double when 
the animals are awake. They 
also found that sleep depriva-
tion caused tau levels in brain 
f luid to double yet again.

These findings were es-
pecially interesting because 
Holtzman’s team had already 
made a related finding in 
people. The team found that 

healthy adults forced to pull 
an all-nighter had a 30 percent 
increase on average in levels of 
unhealthy beta-amyloid in their 
cerebrospinal f luid (CSF).

The researchers went back 
and reanalyzed those same 
human samples for tau. Sure 
enough, the tau levels were el-
evated on average by about 50 
percent.

Once tau begins to accumu-
late in brain tissue, the protein 
can spread from one brain area 
to the next along neural connec-
tions. So, Holtzman’s team won-
dered whether a lack of sleep 
over longer periods also might 
encourage tau to spread.

To find out, mice engineered 
to produce human tau fibrils in 
their brains were made to stay 
up longer than usual and get less 
quality sleep over several weeks. 
Those studies showed that, 
while less sleep didn’t change 
the original deposition of tau in 
the brain, it did lead to a signif-
icant increase in tau’s spread. 
Intriguingly, tau tangles in the 
animals appeared in the same 
brain areas affected in people 
with Alzheimer’s disease.

Another report by Holtz-
man’s team appearing early last 
month in Science Translation-
al Medicine found yet another 
link between tau and poor sleep. 
That study showed that older 
people who had more tau tangles 
in their brains by PET scanning 
had less slow-wave, deep sleep.

Together, these new findings 
suggest that Alzheimer’s disease 
and sleep loss are even more in-
timately intertwined than had 
been realized. The findings sug-
gest that good sleep habits and/
or treatments designed to en-
courage plenty of high quality 
Zzzz’s might play an important 
role in slowing Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. On the other hand, poor 
sleep also might worsen the 
condition and serve as an early 
warning sign of Alzheimer’s.

For now, the findings come 
as an important reminder that 
all of us should do our best to 
get a good night’s rest on a regu-
lar basis. Sleep deprivation real-
ly isn’t a good way to deal with 
overly busy lives (I’m talking to 
myself here). It isn’t yet clear if 
better sleep habits will prevent 
or delay Alzheimer’s disease, 
but it surely can’t hurt.

Sleep loss encourages spread of toxic
Alzheimer’s protein

Credit: iStock/bowdenimages

BOZEMAN – According to 
an independent analysis released 
today, Montana’s Medicaid ex-
pansion has introduced more 
than $600 million each year into 
Montana’s economy, generating 
approximately 6,000 new jobs and 
$350 million per year in personal 
income. Although Montana pays 
for a share of this coverage, the 
study also found that savings cre-
ated by the program along with 
state revenue generated by this 
increased economic activity more 
than offset the cost to the state. 
The analysis was conducted by the 
University of Montana’s Bureau 
of Business and Economic Re-
search and ABMJ Consulting and 
was commissioned by Headwa-
ters Foundation and the Montana 
Healthcare Foundation.

“Medicaid expansion in Mon-
tana brings with it significant ben-

efits for our state including more 
jobs and income for our citizens, 
not to mention providing health 
care coverage for nearly 1 in 10 
Montanans,” said Headwaters 
Foundation CEO Brenda Solorza-
no.

“In addition to these economic 
benefits, it was striking to see that 
labor force participation increased 
for the second year in a row among 
low-income Montanans,” said 
MHCF CEO Dr. Aaron Wernham. 
“Not only is the program paying 
for itself, it also appears likely that 
health coverage along with our in-
novative, bipartisan HELP-Link 
program may be helping recipients 
re-enter the workforce.”

Key findings in the report in-
clude:

• Labor force participation 
among low-income Montanans 
ages 18 to 64 increased by 4 to 6 
percent; these findings may be due 
in part to improved health among 
participants as well as the HELP-
Link program created as part of 
Montana’s Medicaid expansion to 
help recipients find jobs.

• Other analyses of the costs of 
Medicaid expansion fail to account 

for the state revenue the program 
generates. This report shows that 
when the revenues associated with 
increased economic activity are 
added to the well-documented 
savings created by Medicaid ex-
pansion, the net fiscal impact on 
Montana’s budget is positive, even 
in 2020 when Montana will begin 
paying the maximum 10 percent 
share of the costs.

• The program improved the 
financial stability of Montana’s 
hospitals through substantially re-
ducing uncompensated care. The 
report notes that hospitals in Med-
icaid expansion states are six times 
less likely to close than those in 
non-expansion states.

The full report can be found 
at https://mthcf.org/resources/eco-
nomic-impact-of-medicaid-expan-
sion/

Headwaters Foundation mis-
sion is to work side-by-side with 
western Montanans to improve the 
health of our communitie, and cre-
ate a western Montana where all 
people, are healthy and thriving. 
Visit www.headwatersmt.org to 
learn more.

Study: Medicaid expansion puts $600M into state
6,000 jobs,

$350M income
annually
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The Handshake
He sat behind the table, 

all his guns laid in a row.  I’d 
spotted him, across the room, 
at our yearly town gun show.  

His dark black beard and 
solid frame were daunting 
at first sight.  Then I noticed 
his old shotgun.  Looked to 
brighten up my night.  

The grizzled man stared 
at me, then he handed me the 
gun.  He said, “She’s sure a 
beauty.  Take a closer look for 
fun.”

A Remington 870 with 
shorter barrel to boot.  Had 

the butt snugged to my shoul-
der when I asked, “How does 
it shoot?”

He offered me a smile, and 
then he pinched another chew.  
He said, “There ain’t none 
better.  This old gun is meant 
for you”

I slightly uttered, “What’s 
the price?”  He asked a wor-
thy fare.  But my wallet fell a 
little short.  I’d spent the cash 
elsewhere.

I feared someone would 
snatch the shotgun if I stepped 
away.  So, I asked how much 

he’d need to hold while get-
ting cash to pay.  

He reached, then opened 
up a hand.  His grip as hard 
as lead.  “A handshake’s all I 
need today.”  And he meant 
just what he said.  

His eyes dang near looked 
through me.  A keen but gentle 
look.  Pure honesty conveyed 
to me.  And a handshake’s all 
it took.  

I found the nearest ATM 
and pulled out all my cash.  I 
hurried back so doggone fast!  
A record ten-yard dash!

His shotgun now belonged 
to me.  The gunsmith held his 
word.  Another handshake 
clinched the deal.  A marvel 
had occurred. 

‘Cuz I’d found someone 
who wasn’t always out for 
number one.  His handshake 
was his moral creed.  An act 
that’s all but done.

Now, when I shake anoth-
er’s hand.  Dang sure he’ll get 
my eye.  And if he’s thinking 
talk is cheap.  My handshake’s 
not lie.

Be careful what you wish for...Young@Heart

For more from Pam Young go to www.
cluborganized.com. You’ll find many musings, 
videos of Pam in the kitchen preparing delicious 
meals, videos on how to get organized, lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all from a 
reformed SLOB’s point of view. Pam’s books are 
available on Amazon

COMMODITY INSITE:     Omens and oinkers    by Jerry Welch

There was an omen this 
week that may prove to be pro-
phetic for the year ahead with 
one of the most basic of all com-
modities. 

But before I discuss exactly 
what that omen happens to be, 
allow me to quote a few lines 
from my book, “Back To The 
Futures,” a lighthearted look at 
the commodity markets in the 
1980s. 

In the 80s, Bobby McFerrin 
penned a song entitled “Don’t 
worry, be happy!” 

His tune defined perfectly 
that decade.

In “Back To The Futures” 
chapter entitled “Superstitions,” 
I stated, “One of the most par-
anoid and superstitious groups 
of people are commodity trad-
ers. Anyone that has ever par-
ticipated in the futures markets 
will tell you the same thing. The 

reason for feelings of paranoia 
and superstition rests with the 
general uncertainty of markets. 
The commodity markets change 
directions so quickly that the 
traders are in constant fear of 
losing money. Or, giving back 
profits.”

 “Omens,” I also wrote, 
“Commodity traders revere and 
respect omens. Never do they 
scoff at omens or ridicule their 
potential effect upon the mar-
kets. For example, if a commod-
ity trader stops at too many traf-
fic lights while driving to work, 
it’s an omen meaning that the 
markets are going to mistreat 
him that day. On top of that, 
anytime anything goes wrong 
with any part of a commodity 
trader’s life, it is an omen por-
tending a coming disaster in 
the markets. I am always on the 
alert for an omen because they 

work in mysterious ways.”
On February 5, 2019, people 

across the world celebrated the 
first day of the Chinese Lunar 
New Year, dubbed by the Chi-
nese zodiac cycle as the, “Year 
of the Pig,” an animal which 
symbolizes wealth. 

This is where the omen 
comes into play.

I cannot recall a commodity 
market over the past year that 
has had so much written about 
it as pigs or hogs. More specifi-
cally, the problem of the African 
swine fever epidemic in China. 
A handful of the headlines about 
that potentially catastrophic 
event say it all:. “African swine 
fever has Chinese pork indus-
try in a sweat.” “Deadly virus 
is nearly always fatal to pigs, 
threatening world’s largest mar-
ket.” “World’s largest pork pro-
ducer in crisis: China’s African 

Swine Fever outbreak.” 
It has been bad enough read-

ing about the swine fever issue 
in China, but then this headline 
popped up a few days ago on 
Japantimes.com: “Japan’s gov-
ernment warns of ‘extremely 
serious situation as swine fever 
spreads to five prefectures.”

Yes, African swine fever has 
now been found in Japan.

 “A swine fever epidemic is 
continuing to spread in Japan,” 
the article continued, “with lo-
cal authorities saying they are 
struggling to contain the highly 
contagious pig virus that was 
first reported in September. The 
total number of pigs to be culled 
at affected farms is expected to 
reach 15,000. The disease does 
not affect humans even if meat 
from an infected animal is con-
sumed, but it is fatal to pigs. 

“’We are facing an extreme-

ly serious situation,’ agriculture 
minister Takamori Yoshikawa 
told a meeting at his ministry in 
Tokyo.”

Though the media and virtu-
ally everyone in the commodity 
futures industry have taken the 
African Swine Fever issue as 
a serious threat to the world’s 
swine-herds, hog prices have 
yet to respond in a bullish man-
ner. 

For example, the high for 
lean hog futures in 2017 (a four-
year high) was a bit over $94. 
In 2018, the high was near $85. 
This week, nearby hog futures 
touched $55. Obviously, the 
hog market is not worried about 
swine fever.

But I am. 
There are too many bullish 

omens and a tsunami of news 
about African swine fever for 
hog prices to remain depressed 

much longer. Sometime, sooner 
than later, it would not surprise 
me one bit to watch hog futures 
skyrocket upward in a wildly 
bullish fashion if the swine fe-
ver continues to get out of hand. 

This is the Year of the Pig 
and the pig symbolizes wealth. 
What more could a commodity 
trader ask for in the way of an 
omen?

Historically, it is not unusual 
when bullish or bearish news is 
well known but prices fail to re-
spond accordingly. 

I believe the US hog futures 
market is now caught in just one 
of those times. How long it lasts 
remains to be seen. But based 
on recent news, this being the 
Year of the Pig and hog futures 
woefully depressed, I doubt the 
oinker market can remain bear-
ish for much longer.

Hollowtop Smoke Signals  by Art Kehler
THE PROTRUDING SNOWFLAKE

The story of an 
age-aided fall

Unlike during my earlier 
years, there were no frantic, ae-
rial gymnastics involved.  I fell 
so rapidly that the broom I was 
using to clean the snow off my 
car remained suspended in the 
air.  I didn’t even have time to 
extend my hands to lessen the 
impact. It seemed as though my 

face was already buried in the 
snow before I realized that I 
had fallen. 

Whereas I used to land with 
a reasonable degree of dignity, 
this time, I slammed into the 
snow and ice-covered ground, 
like a wet sack of spuds dropped 
from the bed of a tractor-trail-
er.  Instantly, my hat f lew off 
my head as though shot from a 
cannon.  My teeth banged to-
gether hard enough to loosen a 
few fillings. Simply put, I had 
just performed a classic, senior 
citizen, full frontal, all-points-
landing.

Hence, I opened my eyes to 
find my nose had been wedged 
between the metal post hold-
ing the newspaper box and a 
hardened patch of yellow snow 
left by the neighbor’s dog.  The 

aforementioned broom laid be-
tween me and the car.  My hat 
was laying several feet in front 
of the car.

Naturally, my initial post-
plunge act was to check to see 
if anyone had observed my 
crowd-pleasing face-plant.  
Fortunately, no one had.  The 
last thing I needed was to have 
smart-phone equipped neigh-
bors snapping pictures of my 
unfortunate disgrace, while 
pretending to inquire as to my 
well-being. 

Subsequent to extracting 
packed snow from my nostrils 
and ears, I performed a, head to 
toe, body check.  Finding noth-
ing that hurt more than usual, 
I tentatively assumed that I 
had not suffered a serious in-
jury.  After several moments 

of wallowing on my back like a 
beached sea lion, I managed to 
glom onto the car’s side mirror.  
Regrettably, using the mirror 
to pull myself upright caused 
a mass of snow to shake loose 
from the roof onto my hatless 
head. 

Upon finally reaching a 
standing position, I surveyed 
the accident scene and mar-
veled that I had fallen at all.  
There was precious little to 
fall over.  The immediate area 
looked to consist of smooth and 
level snow. So far as I could 
tell, the only plausible explana-
tion for my fall was that I must 
have tripped over a protrud-
ing snowflake. It was then, I 
remember thinking that it is a 
pretty sad state of affairs when 
a guy is so stiff in the morning 

that he can’t lift his feet.
At that point, to my utter 

amazement, I noticed that my 
body actually felt more limber 
after the fall than before.  Ap-
parently, the jolting landing had 
realigned a few vertebrae and, 
in the process, loosened my 
muscles.  I was able to easily 
bend over and retrieve my hat 
and the broom from the ground.  
From there, I went on to finish 
cleaning the snow from the car 
at a near record rate of speed.  
I felt so jaunty that I consid-
ered beginning the next day 
by launching myself, in a swan 
dive, from the front stoop of my 
house on to the frozen tundra.  
That sure seemed like a more 
efficient and exhilarating meth-
od than my usual regime of 
slow stretching exercises upon 

rising from bed.
However, about an hour lat-

er, the stiffness and soreness 
had returned to an even greater 
level then pre-plunge.  So, in 
the end, I elected to watch more 
carefully where I put my plod-
ding feet when sweeping snow 
from the car.  After all, a fel-
low never knows when he will 
encounter a protruding snow-
f lake.

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

I’ll start my column with, no one was injured, 
because the story I’m about to tell, could have you 
shaking your head and stressing over what hap-
pened. 

It all started with my longtime desire to have 
a 16 foot Noble Fir, Christmas tree (the ones with 
the spaces between the branches) in our living 
room. One day, in early December, my friend Joy 
told me her friend has a tree farm with really, re-
ally tall Noble Firs and they have the spaces be-
tween the branches. She said the tree farm sort 
of got away from him and now the trees are way 
too tall for the average home. In fact the trees are 
twenty years old so they’re all at least 25 feet tall! 

Trees are like humans. The trees you buy from 
the Boy Scouts are about five to nine years old. A 
ten foot tree is like a thirteen-year-old and in those 
teen years following, it has a growth spurt to ri-
val what must have happened to Shaquille O’Neal. 
Terry said our ceiling is 22 feet so we could easily 
accommodate a 16 footer and we’d just cut off as 
much base as we’d needed to in order to have a 16 
foot tree in the living room. I was excited by the 
prospect.

I had no idea what an adventure we were about 
to dip our Christmas toes in!

Kristi, my bonus daughter, was out here from 
Boston and her best friend from high school, came 
up from Sacramento for a few days to play with 

Kristi while she was with us. Terry and I got the 
idea to take them with us to get our tree and they 
both jumped at the idea.

It was a beautiful, brisk, winter afternoon as 
we wound through the thick forest from the main 
road on the long driveway to the farm. We were 
greeted by frisky horses and a quartet of “wel-
coming” dogs. 

We learned as we walked with Jeff, the own-
er, that he doesn’t want to sell Christmas trees 
and that’s why he hasn’t since he planted those 20 
years ago. But since his friend Joy told us about 
him and his trees, he felt obligated. In spite of the 
obligatory nature of the transaction, Jeff was gra-
cious and enthusiastic about taking us up into the 
hills to the tree farm part of his 160 acres (which 
are mostly panted in blue berries). 

Picking out a tree wasn’t as easy as it would 
be on a ten-year-old crop at a tree farm. This crop 
had created a dense forest that would require a 
compass if the buyer were to venture deeply into 
the choices. Jeff left us to shop and went back to 
the barn to get his ATV, to carry our choice back 
to our waiting pickup.

The adventure starts back at our house, with 
the four of us raising the tree into its stand and 
discovering our ceilings aren’t 22 feet like we’ve 
thought, but rather the highest point is 18 feet. We 
also put the tree on a stage that’s one foot high. In 

other words, a 16 foot tree on a one foot stage puts 
the top of the tree one foot from the ceiling...but 
wait! The angel (which we cleverly put on the tree 
before we raised it put another foot on the Christ-
mas production.

The angel’s head was smack up against the 
beam in our ceiling and she was so high up you 
had to guess she was an angel because that’s what 
people put on the top of their Christmas trees. I 
was embarrassed by the tree in our living room 
and Terry could read my disappointment. We dec-
orated it all evening as I resigned myself to the old 
cliché Be careful what you wish for… 

After sleeping on my disappointment, Terry 
woke up and said, “I have a solution!”

The girls and I were by the fire enjoying our 
morning coffee, discussing the pros of this Gris-
wold Christmas tree. “What?” we asked in unison.

You three will stand on the stage and hold onto 
the tree and I’ll take my chainsaw and cut three or 
four feet off, pull that part out, and you’ll let the 
tree down into the stand and you’ll have the right 
sized tree for the living room.

Believe me, this is not something I’d recom-
mend, IN FACT DO NOT DO THIS, but perhaps 
that angel had a hand in the operation, for we came 
out of it with our kneecaps intact and the tree of 
my dreams moved into place. 
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7

Sudoku
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any 
editorial cartoons 
printed in our paper 
do not reflect the 
opinion of the staff of 
The Madisonian.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Ralph Hamler
licensed sanitarian

Septic Application & Design

 406-842-5788  Cell: 406-596-0437
ralphhamler@gmail.com

Sheridan, MT

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, util-
ities included, non-smoking, no 

dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Manager 
at 406-682-5737.

15-tfc
406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting applications 

for a full-time Medical 
Technologist (ASCP). 

Applicants must have a 
Montana CLS license. This 

position is eligible for benefits. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

MOVING SALE

FOR RENT

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

CLOSING SALE 
Mountain View TV closing the 

electronic store, everything 
must go, 50% or more off 

merchandise. Mountain View TV 
& Satellite still open for satellite 

and TV service. 
Mountain View TV, 6 Sunrise 

Loop, 682-7858

Housekeeper - Part-time 
This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 
setting. If you are interested 
in a rewarding career, Madi-

son Valley Manor is the place. 
Join our TEAM! Competitive 
Pay Government Retirement 

Benefits including health insur-
ance, vacation/sick leave, paid 
holidays, life insurance Please 
contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-
7271 for more information or 
the online employment page 

at www.madisoncountymt.gov 
EOE

Dietary Aide/Cook - 
Part-time 

This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 
setting. If you are interested 
in a rewarding career, Madi-

son Valley Manor is the place. 
Join our TEAM! Competitive 
Pay Government Retirement 

Benefits including health insur-
ance, vacation/sick leave, paid 
holidays, life insurance Please 
contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-
7271 for more information or 
the online employment page 

at www.madisoncountymt.gov 
EOE

Meadowlark Electric is hiring an 
apprentice position. Must be able 

to work 40 hour work weeks. 
Pay D.O.E. 

Contact Chris at 406-570-0884

Small house in Pony-partial-
ly furnished. Loft sleeping. 

Kitchen. Shower. Washer/Dryer. 
No smoking, no pets. $425 per 
month + utilities. $300 deposit. 

Available early 
Feb. 406-685-3530.

RANCH HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bedroom, 1 bath upstairs, 

Washer/dryer, 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath downstairs. 1 mile from 

Sheridan. $900.00 per month + 
utilities. Small pet negotiable. 

References required. 
406-842-5116

BOARD VAC.

NOTICE OF BOARD 
VACANCIES

The Madison County Board of 
Commissioners has one vacancy 

on the Library Board; one 
vacancy on the Harrison Rural 

Fire District Board; one vacancy 
on the Compensation Board; one 
vacancy on the Housing Advisory 

Board; one vacancy on the 
Twin Bridges Mosquito District 

Board; two vacancies on the 
Planning Board, one representing 

the Town of Sheridan and one 
representing the Twin Bridges 

Area; two vacancies on the 
Public Health Board, one as a 
school representative and one 
representing the Twin Bridges 

and Harrison/Pony/Norris Area; 
one vacancy on the Tax Appeal 

Board and one vacancy for a 
Substitute Member on the Tax 

Appeal Board; one vacancy 
on the Weed Board; and one 

vacancy on the Madison Valley 
Cemetery District Board. If you 
are interested in filling any of 
these vacancies, please contact 
the Commissioners’ Office at 
406-843-4277, or by email at 

madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be 
found on the county website at 
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/833 

Please return completed 
applications to: Madison County 
Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 

278 Virginia City, MT 59755

Able Estate Sales 
BOZEMAN ESTATE 

SALE 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

Feb. 14, 15 & 16th 
Open at 10 AM – 2PM
324 North 23rd Ave. 

Bozeman 59715
See Photos at 

www.AbleEstateSales.com 
Entire contents of 4-bed-
room home, garage and 
shop for sale. Includes 2 

cars; rifles, pistols, shotguns 
and ammo; antique and 

modern furniture, reclin-
ers, queen beds, desks, 

dining table display cases, 
china hutch, Hoosier, small 
freezer, small tables; bottle 
(some rare Butte & Boze-

man embossed), Gold scale, 
crock, artifacts and coin 

collections; Guitars, includ-
ing a Martin, books, sewing 
machines, all kitchen items; 
Shop tools, table saw, drill 
press, jig saws, hand tools; 

gardening things, lawn 
mower, patio set, clothing 

and misc. things throughout. 
www.AbleEstateSales.com 
and Facebook Hosted by 
Mike and Cheryl Gordon 

406-842-5251

Ennis Schools is immediately 
seeking applicants for a 

custodian This position will be 
40hrs/week Monday-Friday. 
Shift will start at 3p.m and 
end at 11pm. Summer hours 

will be 7am-5pm. Starting pay 
$12.25/hr. Full benefit package 
including up to $700/month for 

health insurance. The successful 
candidate will be subject to a 
state and federal background 

check. If interested please 
contact Superintendent Casey 

Klasna at 682-4258.

3 bedroom, 1 bath. Close to 
Ennis Schools. 

$1000 + utilities per month; 
wood + electric heat.

No smoking, no pets. Call 406-
682-7153

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

250,000 
IMPRESSIONS FOR 

$1,499

JOIN MONTANA’S EFFECTIVE 
Statewide Online Advertising Program (SOAP)

CALL: 406.443.2850    DETAILS: mtnewspapers.com
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Home Park has openings for full 
and part time employment. This 
very challenging but rewarding 
opportunity requires you to be a 
part of a close team of caregivers 

who make it a priority to take 
care of the people who helped 
build our communities. These 
positions REQUIRE weekend 

and evening commitments from 
applicants; please understand 
that we are staffed 24/7/365. 

Working at Home Park assisted 
living is a great way to go 

home knowing that you made a 
positive and personal impact in 

someone’s life. Apply with Home 
Park Assisted Living and help 

create smiles PAY D.O.E Please 
contact Home Park Assisted 

Living for an application or call 
Jason at 406-842-513 for more 

information

The Old Hotel is Hiring 
Qualified Front & Back of the 

House Staff • Servers • Line 
Cooks • Dishwashers Must be 
Available 15-20 Hours a Week 

Nights & Weekends Experience 
Preferred RASS Trained or 

Eligible to Sell/Serve Alcohol 
Please Send Resumé to: PO Box 
242 Twin Bridges, MT 59754 or 

email: oldhotel@3rivers.net

Open private room for rent at 
Home Park Assisted Living 

in Sheridan. Immediate move 
in upon approval. Home Park 
provides: Medication manage-
ment, walk-in tub and shower. 

housekeeping and laundry 
services,24 hour staffing, three 

home cooked meals and snacks a 
day, scheduled transportation to 
local appointments, and service 
with a smile. Our mission is to 
help care for aging members of 

our community by having a place 
that can call home where they are 
treated like family. Please contact 
Jason at Home Park Assisted Liv-

ing (406-842-5133) to schedule 
an appointment.

FOR SALE

Bred Nigerian dwarf dairy goats 
(registered) Sr Does, Jr Does, 1st 

fresheners and newborn kids. 
Birthing starts mid-April. Call 
Fasching Farms (Ennis): 406-

600-1076 / 406-570-7278. Photos: 
www.faschingfarm.com

Grass hay - small square bales. 
No rain. Approximately 9 - 10 
tons. Prefer you haul. Call for 

details: 406-685-3395

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Student 
of the 
Week

Harrison sophomore, 
Cristain Contreras, is 
our Student of the Week.  

Cristian does anything his 
teachers ask of him.  He is 
working hard this year to keep 
his grades up and has been 
busy playing basketball this 
winter.  Cristian works hard at 

school and for his family and he is always cheerful and upbeat. 
He is bi-lingual and has even been used as a translator for 
official school business. Cristian is a good person, with a good 
heart, and he is a positive influence among his peers. 

We are proud of YOU!

Excavation • Construction • Hauling
406.685.3372

105 Sterling Rd. Norris, Montana
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 more MARKETPLACE

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and we 
can take it from there.

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live?  
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP!

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood?

WE CAN HELP!

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources 
Department at 406-843-4201. Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Madison County Employee Benefits

• Public Employees Retirement System – 5 
Year Vesting
• 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option 
Savings
• Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS 
optional dependent coverage
• 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick 
Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
• 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid 
holidays in even numbered years)
• Employer Sponsored Life Insurance 
$20,000
• Optional dental & life insurance benefits

Additional employee benefit information is 
available online at
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
Join Our Team!

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Aide/Cook Part-time;
• Housekeeping Part-time;
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Kitchen Aide-Part-time;
• Director of Nursing-Full-time;
Madison County, MT
• Custodian-Part-time;
• Communication Officer Madison County Dispatch-Part-time;
• Deputy Clerk of District Court-Part-time;
• Legal Assistant, County Attorney’s Office-Full-time;
• Planning Director-Full-time;
• Tobacco Prevention Specialist-Full-time
    (Temporary-Grant Funded Position, beginning on or about January 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019).

MADISON COUNTY
Employment Opportunities

Ad #031
Real Estate– Northwest Montana – Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #032
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. Residential and Commercial 
Timber Packages. Full Service Design - Build Since 1990, (406) 
581-3014 brett@bitterrootgroup.com, www.bitterroottimberframes.
com

Ad #033
REPORTER/EDITOR FOR community weekly in prime rec area 
on Lake Sakakawea. Thriving region, valued newspaper. bhgnews.
com, McLean County Independent. editors@bhgnews.com. (701) 
460-7130.

Ad # 034
If you are reading this ad, you can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 readers in Montana and beyond to 
promote your product, service, event and business. To get results, 
contact this newspaper, or the Montana Newspaper Association at 
(406) 443-2850 or email stacy@mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for the small investment of $149.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds

2-Year TV Price Guarantee 
FREE Voice Remote  

Smart HD DVR Included

Demo the Best in Entertainment  
Technology at Your Local DISH Retailer

Add internet  
from $49.99

Eagle Satellite, 
Serving Montana since 1980

406-728-9999
www.eaglesattv.com

Restrictions apply.

August 16, 2018B2THE MADISONIAN February 14, 2019B6THE MADISONIAN



PUBLIC NOTICES 
FEBRUARY 14, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
KEITH DAVIS, Objector,
vs.
In the Matter of the Estate of 
RALPH DAVIS, Deceased.
Cause No. DP-29-2017-33
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that BRENDA 
D. FUNKE has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the date of first 
publication of this notice or said claims will 
forever be barred.
Claims must either be mailed to Brenda D. 
Funke, Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at Element Law Group, 
PLLC, c/o Caitlin T. Pabst, 113 E. Oak St., 
Suite 2D, Bozeman, MT 59715, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above Court.
Dated this 16th day of January, 2019.
ELEMENT LAW GROUP, PLLC
/s/Caitlin T. Pabst
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub.  Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019) 
Brenda Funke Personal
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON IN RE ESTATE OF: 
JOAN LARAYE SCHILLING, Deceased. 
Cause No. DP-29-2019-4 
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against said decedent are required to 
present their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publication of this 
notice, or said claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must either be mailed to JOHN 
SCHILLING, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at P.O. Box 1934, 
West Yellowstone, MT 59758, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-entitled Court. Dated: 
January 24, 2019 
/S/ JOHN SCHILLING 
Personal Representative STATE OF 
MONTANA :ss COUNTY OF MADISON 
JOHN SCHILLING, being first duly sworn, 
upon oath, deposes and says: That he has 
read the foregoing NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
and that the facts and matters contained 
therein are true, correct, accurate and 
complete to the best of his knowledge and 
belief. I make this declaration under penalty 
of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana. 
/S/ JOHN SCHILLING Personal 
Representative SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN 
to before me this 24 day of January, 2019. 
/S/ KAREN MCMULLIN
Notary Public for the State of Montana 
Residing at: Ennis, Montana 
My Commission expires: 9/14/2019 
Personal Representative’s Attorney: Karen 
McMullin Post Office Box 55 Ennis, MT 
59729 Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub.  Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019) 
Karen McMulliln
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
ROSALYN I. MASON, 
Deceased. 
Cause No.: DP-29-2018-34 NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has 
been appointed Personal Representative of 
the above-named estate. All persons having 
claims against the said deceased are required 
to present their claims within four months 
after the date of the first publication of this 
notice or said claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must either be mailed to PHILIP E. 
MASON, Personal Representative, c/o Kruer 
Law Firm, P.C., P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 
59749, return receipt requested or filed with 
the Clerk of the above Court. Dated this 30 
day of JANUARY, 2019. I declare under 
penalty of perjury under the laws of the state 
of Montana that the foregoing is accurate and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 
/S/ STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER 
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub.   Feb. 7, 14, 21, 2019) 
Stephanie Kruer Law Firm
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY PLANNING 
BOARD NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on Monday, February 
25, 2019 at 6:15 pm in the public meeting 
room of the Madison County Administrative 
Office Building, 103 W Wallace, Virginia City, 
Montana. The public hearing is to receive 
comment on the renewal of the Spanish 
Peaks Overall Development Plan. Spanish 
Peaks Resort is a 3,530 acre development 
that spans the Gallatin and Madison County 
line in Big Sky, Montana. The proposed 
plan involves developing 290 dwellings in 
the 1,050 acres within Madison County, of 
which 92 have been previously approved. 
The 1,050 acres within Madison County 
lies east of Andesite Ridge between the 
South Fork and the West Fork of the Gallatin 
River in Sections 31and 32, T6S, R3E, 
P.M.M., Madison County, Montana. Written 
comments should be received by 3:00 p.m. 
on February 25, 2019, and may be sent to 
the Madison County Planning Board by: 
Mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, Montana, 
59755; Fax to (406) 843-5229; or E-mail to 
planning@madisoncountymt.gov. Oral or 
written comments may also be given at the 
public hearing. The Overall Development 
Plan and supplemental information pertaining 
to this proposed subdivision is available for 
review at: • Madison County Planning 
Office, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia City; • 
Madison Valley Public Library, 210 E. Main 
Street, Ennis; • Big Sky Fire 
Department, Station 1, 650 Rainbow Trout 
Run, Big Sky Call (406) 843-5250 for more 
information. Darlene Tussing, President, 
Madison County Planning Board
(Pub. Feb 7, 14, 2019) 
Madison County Planning Board
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF, K.Q.,

YOUTH IN NEED OF CARE.
Cause No. DN-29-2018-3
To: KYLE SCHULTZ, BIRTH FATHER OF 
K.Q.,
ADDRESS UNKNOWN
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
Petition has been filed in the above-entitled 
Court by the Montana Department of Public 
Health and Human Services, Child and 
Family Services Division (the Department), 
2 South Pacific Street, Dillon, MT 59725, 
requesting emergency protective services, 
adjudication as a youth in need of care and 
temporary legal custody by granted; that 
the Department be granted temporary legal 
custody; and that said youth be otherwise 
cared for.
NOW, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY 
DIRECTED to appear on the 4th day of 
March, 2019 at 1:30 o’clock p.m. at the 
Courtroom of Madison County District Court 
at the Courthouse, 100 West Wallace, 
Virginia City, Madison County, Montana, 
then and there show cause, if any you 
may have, why said youth should not be 
declared a Youth in Need of Care, and 
why the Department should not be granted 
Temporary Legal Custody.
The youth was born on the 31st day of May, 
2007.
K.Q.’s birth mother is Shaleen Quilici.
You have the right to be represented by an 
attorney in these proceedings. If you are 
unable to afford an attorney, the Court will 
appoint an attorney to represent you.
Failure to appear at the hearing will constitute 
a denial of interest in the child, which denial 
may result in, without further notice of this 
proceeding or any subsequent proceeding, a 
judgement by default being entered for the 
relief requested in the Petition.
A copy of the Petition hereinbefore referred 
to is filed with the Clerk of District Court of 
Madison County (406-842-4230).
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court 
this 22nd day of January, 2019.
/s/ Karen J. Miller
Clerk of District Court
(Pub. Feb 7, 14, 21, 2019) 
Madison County Attorney
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY 
IN THE MATTER OF, B.Q.M., 
YOUTH IN NEED OF CARE. 
Cause No. DN-29-2018-4 
To: ERNIE MIZE, BIRTH FATHER OF 
B.Q.M., ADDRESS UNKNOWN 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
Petition has been filed in the above-entitled 
Court by the Montana Department of Public 
Health and Human Services, Child and 
Family Services Division (the Department), 
2 South Pacific Street, Dillon, MT 59725, 
requesting emergency protective services, 
adjudication as a youth in need of care and 
temporary legal custody by granted; that 
the Department be granted temporary legal 
custody; and that said youth be otherwise 
cared for. NOW, THEREFORE, YOU ARE 
HEREBY DIRECTED to appear on the 
4th day of March, 2019 at 1:30 o’clock 
p.m. at the Courtroom of Madison County 
District Court at the Courthouse, 100 West 
Wallace, Virginia City, Madison County, 
Montana, then and there show cause, if any 
you may have, why said youth should not 
be declared a Youth in Need of Care, and 
why the Department should not be granted 
Temporary Legal Custody. 
The youth was born on the 7th day of May, 
2011. 
K.Q.’s birth mother is Shaleen Quilici. 
You have the right to be represented by an 
attorney in these proceedings. If you are 
unable to afford an attorney, the Court will 
appoint an attorney to represent you. Failure 
to appear at the hearing will constitute a 
denial of interest in the child, which denial 
may result in, without further notice of this 
proceeding or any subsequent proceeding, a 
judgement by default being entered for the 
relief requested in the Petition. 
A copy of the Petition hereinbefore referred 
to is filed with the Clerk of District Court of 
Madison County (406-842-4230). 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court 
this 22nd day of January, 2019. /s/ Karen J. 
Miller Clerk of District Court
(Pub. Feb 7, 14, 21, 2019) 
Madison County Attorney
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITIONS FOR ENNIS 
SCHOOLS
Ennis School District 52 is currently seeking 
two trustees for three year terms. Anyone 
qualified for and interested in running for 
these positions may pick up a petition from 
Ginger Martello at Ennis High School. 
Petitions must be turned in at the School 
District Clerk’s office prior to 4 p.m. March 
28, 2019. No candidate may appear on the 
ballot unless he or she meets this deadline. 
If you have any questions about the trustee 
positions, please call Superintendent Casey 
Klasna at 682-4258.
(Pub. Feb. 7, 14, 2019)
School District 52, Ennis
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN RE 
THE ESTATE OF KENNETH J. KELLY, 
Deceased. Probate No. DP-29-2018-
9 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named Estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this Notice or said claims will 
be forever barred. Claims must be mailed 
to Ronald Berry, Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, in care of Jason 
A. Williams, Esq., Datsopoulos, MacDonald 
& Lind, P.C., 201 W. Main St., Suite 201, 
Missoula, Montana, 59802, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above Court. DATED this 7th day 
of February, 2019.
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 28,  2019)
Dastopoulus, MacDonald and Lind
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROTEST TRANSFER OF 
OWNERSHIP OF MONTANA 
ALL-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
LICENSE
Madisoncurrents, LLC (members: Janura-

Anderson Revocable Trust, Jan A. Janura, 
Carol M. Anderson) has applied to transfer 
Montana All-Alcoholic Beverages License 
No. 25-729-4682-002 to be operated at Long 
Branch Saloon, 125 East Main Street, Ennis, 
Madison County. The public may protest this 
license transfer in accordance with the law. 
Who can protest this transfer? Protests will 
be accepted from residents of the county of 
the proposed location (Madison), residents 
of adjoining Montana counties (Beaverhead, 
Silver Bow, Jefferson, Gallatin), and residents 
of adjoining counties in another state if the 
criteria in 16-4-207(4)(d), Montana Code 
Annotated (MCA), are met. What information 
must be included? Protest letters must be 
legible and contain (1) the protestor’s full 
name, mailing address, and street address; 
(2) the license number (25-729-4682-002) 
and the applicant’s name (Madisoncurrents, 
LLC); (3) an indication that the letter is 
intended as a protest; (4) a description 
of the grounds for protesting; and (5) the 
protestor’s signature. A letter with multiple 
signatures will be considered one protest 
letter. What are valid protest grounds? The 
protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity 
of the proposed location will be adversely 
and seriously affected. How are protests 
submitted? Protests must be postmarked to 
the Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before March 4, 2019. 
What happens if the transfer is protested? 
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or Ennis. All valid protestors 
will be notified of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days. A protester’s hearing 
testimony is limited to the grounds in the 
protester’s letter. Following the hearing, the 
Department of Revenue will notify the public 
whether the license transfer is approved or 
denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 
at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Jamie Williams, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at (406) 
444-0712 or jwilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 2019)
MT Dept. of Revenue
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
To be sold for cash at a Trustee’s Sale on 
June 10, 2019, at 10:00 AM at the main 
entrance of 100 Wallace Street, Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described real 
property situated in Madison County, State 
of Montana: Lot 4A as shown and described 
on the Amended Plat of Lots 4 and 5, Block 
3 of Armitage’s Deer Meadow Addition to 
the Town of Ennis, as said Plat is filed in 
Plat Book 2, Page 142, records of Madison 
County, Montana. More commonly known 
as 833 South 2nd Street, Ennis, MT 59729. 
Stephen H. Ellis, as Grantor, conveyed said 
real property to Montana Title and Escrow, 
Inc., as Trustee, to secure an obligation 
owed to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Irwin Mortgage 
Corporation, its successors and assigns, by 
Deed of Trust on May 1, 2006, and filed for 
record in the records of the County Clerk 
and Recorder in Madison County, State of 
Montana, on May 8, 2006 as Instrument 
No. 113142, of Official Records. The Deed 
of Trust was assigned for value as follows: 
Assignee: Deutsche Bank Trust Company 
Americas, as Trustee for Residential 
Accredit Loans, Inc., Mortgage Asset-
Backed Pass-Through Certificates, Series 
2006-QS10 Assignment Dated: August 21, 
2013 Assignment Recorded: August 30, 
2013 Assignment Recording Information: as 
Instrument No. 152358 All in the records of 
the County Clerk and Recorder for Madison 
County, Montana Benjamin J. Mann is the 
Successor Trustee pursuant to a Substitution 
of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder of Madison County, State of 
Montana, on April 25, 2018 as Instrument 
No. 177580, of Official Records. The 
Beneficiary has declared a default in the 
terms of said Deed of Trust due to Grantor’s 
failure to make monthly payments beginning 
July 1, 2016, and each month subsequent, 
which monthly installments would have been 
applied on the principal and interest due on 
said obligation and other charges against the 
property or loan. By reason of said default, 
the Beneficiary has declared all sums owing 
on the obligation secured by said Trust Deed 
immediately due and payable. The total 
amount due on this obligation is the principal 
sum of $316,562.38, interest in the sum of 
$38,784.00, escrow advances of $13,083.24, 
other amounts due and payable in the 
amount of $3,664.17 for a total amount owing 
of $372,093.79, plus accruing interest, late 
charges, and other fees and costs that may 
be incurred or advanced. The Beneficiary 
anticipates and may disburse such amounts 
as may be required to preserve and protect 
the property and for real property taxes that 
may become due or delinquent, unless such 
amounts of taxes are paid by the Grantor. If 
such amounts are paid by the Beneficiary, 
the amounts or taxes will be added to the 
obligations secured by the Deed of Trust. 
Other expenses to be charged against the 
proceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s 
fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses 
of the sale, and late charges, if any. 
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed 
the Trustee to sell the above described 
property to satisfy the obligation. The sale 
is a public sale and any person, including 
the Beneficiary, excepting only the Trustee, 
may bid at the sale. The bid price must be 
paid immediately upon the close of bidding 
in cash or cash equivalents (valid money 
orders, certified checks or cashier’s checks). 
The conveyance will be made by Trustee’s 
Deed, without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing 
conditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other 
environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of 
the property on the 10th day following the 

sale. The Grantor, successor in interest to 
the Grantor, or any other person having an 
interest in the property, has the right, at any 
time prior to the Trustee’s Sale, to pay to the 
Beneficiary, or the successor in interest to 
the Beneficiary, the entire amount then due 
under the Deed of Trust and the obligation 
secured thereby (including costs and 
expenses actually incurred and attorney’s 
fees) other than such portion of the principal 
as would not then be due had no default 
occurred and by curing any other default 
complained of herein that is capable of being 
cured by tendering the performance required 
under the obligation or to cure the default, 
by paying all costs and expenses actually 
incurred in enforcing the obligation and 
Deed of Trust with Successor Trustee’s and 
attorney’s fees. In the event that all defaults 
are cured the foreclosure will be dismissed 
and the foreclosure sale will be canceled. The 
scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be postponed 
by public proclamation up to 15 days for any 
reason. In the event of a bankruptcy filing, 
the sale may be postponed by the Trustee 
for up to 120 days by public proclamation at 
least every 30 days. If the Trustee is unable 
to convey title for any reason, the successful 
bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be 
the return of monies paid to the Successor 
Trustee and the successful bidder shall have 
no further recourse. This is an attempt to 
collect a debt and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose. Dated this 29th 
day of January, 2019. Benjamin J. Mann, 
Substitute Trustee 376 East 400 South, Suite 
300, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 Telephone: 
801-355-2886 Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8AM-
5PM (MST) File No. 52473
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 28, 2019)
Halliday, Watkins and Mann
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE - MINUTES
Minutes of the Madison County Board of 
Commissioners’ meetings for the period 
beginning January 1, 2019, and ending 
on January 31, 2019, are now available 
for public review in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder at the Madison County 
Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
MT. Individual requests for personal copies 
of these minutes, or any previous minutes, 
will be accepted by the Clerk and Recorder 
in her office. Approved minutes can also be 
viewed on the Madison County website at 
www.madisoncountymt.gov . Signed this 8th 
day of February, 2019. Kathleen Mumme 

Madison County Clerk and Recorder
(Pub. Feb. 14, 2019)
MC Commissioners
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Commissioners will hold 
a public hearing on Wednesday, February 27, 
2019, at 12:00 PM in the conference room at 
the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis to obtain 
public comments regarding a Preliminary 
Architectural Report and an application 
for funding to the Montana Department of 
Commerce’s Community Development Block 
Grant Program to fund Phase 2 of the Manor 
renovation project. At the public hearing, 
representatives of SMA Architects and Great 
West Engineering will explain the proposed 
project, including the need and purpose, 
activities, budget, sources of funding, and 
any costs that may result for local citizens 
because of the project. All interested persons 
will be given the opportunity to ask questions 
and to express their opinions. Comments 
may be given orally at the hearing or 
submitted in writing by the end of the 
public hearing. Madison County will make 
reasonable accommodation for any known 
disability that may interfere with a person’s 
ability to participate in this public hearing. 
Persons needing an accommodation must 
notify the Madison County Commissioners 
at (406) 843-4277 no later than February 
22, 2019, to allow adequate time to make 
needed arrangements. You may also write to 
the Madison County Commissioners at P.O. 
Box 278 Virginia City, MT 59755-0278 or via 
email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov to 
make your request known. Madison County 
Commissioners Ronald E. Nye, Chair James 

P. Hart, Member Dan W. Allhands, Member
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 2019)
MC Commissioners
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF BARBARA 
JENNIE MCGOWAN, Deceased. DP – 
29-2019-6 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against the said deceased are required to 
present their claims within four months after 
the date of the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever barred. Claims 
must either be mailed to Cindy McGowan 
Martinson, Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at McLean, Younkin & 
Willett, PLLC, 2066 Stadium Drive, Suite 
101, Bozeman, Montana 59715, or filed 
with the Clerk of the above-entitled Court. I 
declare under penalty of perjury and under 
the laws of the State of Montana that the 
foregoing is true and correct. DATED this 4th 
day of February, 2019. /S/ Cindy McGowan 
Martinson, Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Barbara Jennie McGowan
(Pub. Feb. 14, 21, 28, 2019)
McLean, Younkin and Willet
MNAXLP
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Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each 
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail 
us at info@madisoniannews.com.

Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of 
decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our 

“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information 
on  topics important to you.

Ask theExpert
   HEALTH CARE

Ruby Valley CliniCs
Dr. Roman Hendrickson, MD

Are artificial sweeteners toxic to gut 
bacteria?Q:
Last fall, a research group from 
Israel and Singapore published 

evidence that all six FDA approved artificial 
sweeteners in some way damage the 
Escherichia coli bacteria found in the gut.  
This does not mean that the sweeteners are 
toxic to humans but it does indicate that the 
sweeteners have the potential to damage our digestive process.  This was 
a test tube experiment and quantities of the sweeteners tested were higher 
than used in a can of diet soda.  However, other studies on mice and humans 
indicate that artificial sweeteners change the composition of the gut bacteria 
affecting metabolism.  Consuming the sweeteners may actually increase 
the potential for people to gain weight!  The tendency toward weight gain 
was not found in all of the study participants but the majority of participants 
experienced bacterial changes that favor weight gain.  Additional studies are 
ongoing regarding health concerns related to artificial sweeteners.    

A:

sheRidan   842-5056  •  Twin bRidges   684-5546

Ask theExpert

There are benefits to both 
compound (weighted movement 

involving multiple muscles and joints) 
and isolation (weighted movement 
usually using one muscle group and 
joint) exercises. Compound exercises 
such as squats, deadlifts, rows and 
lunges will give you a higher calorie 
burn, good cardiovascular training and improve your mobility. 
Isolation exercises, which include extensions, raises and curls 
increase blood volume to the muscle, help with balance and can 
increase the size of your muscle. Either way...you will benefit!

FITNESS

 406-682-4560
Madison Square Athletic Club

Madison 
Square 
Athletic 

Club

Be the expert in YOUR 
industry...
Call now to reserve your 
spot.

Contact Rachel Anderson 
at 406.682.7755 or sales@
madisoniannews.com

Contact us at 
406.682.7755 
or info@madisoniannews.com

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

 BIRDING

wild biRds unlimiTed   •   406-219-2066
Debi Naccarto, Owner

A:
Q: Are compound or isolation 

exercises better for you?

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

INSURANCE

The agenCy insuRanCe diVision   •   406-682-4202
Amanda Smethurst, Agent

REAL ESTATE

beRkshiRe haThaway  •   (406) 596-0805
Michelle Van Dyke, Broker

Where do those commissions go?Q:
A: In a normal real estate transaction, 

the commission is paid by a seller 
to market their home.  Commission 

can have a wide percentage range or be a flat 
fee depending on the duties you have in the 
transaction. That total commission supports a 
host of individuals in the transaction. Usually 
the company that lists the property may be 
a national franchise that takes a franchise or company fee for using their 
tools, website, and name recognition. The brokerage who lists the property 
then pays the brokerage firm who brings in the buyer, typically about half 
of that initial commission once the transaction closes. Therefore, now we 
are supporting two more entities/individuals besides the two agents who are 
listing and selling the home. Now we are up to 5 people who have a piece of 
the pie.  Most active real estate agents also give back to their communities 
in support of local non-profits or charities. That commission fee might 
be split in 5 or 6 directions so be aware that your agent is not taking that 
lump sum home but it is divided up to support a number of individuals and 
your local community. When you think of where those commissions go, 
remember we spread the wealth!

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Temperatures are cold in Montana, 
but the tax season is warming 
up. Chances are you’ve taken 
appropriate measures to protect 
your assets from unnecessary 
taxation. Have you considered or 
implemented annuities? Annuities 
offer tax deferred growth, broad 
contribution limits, and most offer 
income benefits. Some provide 
income benefits you cannot outlive. Consider insuring a 
portion of your liquid assets today. Let’s talk sooner than 
later.

INVESTMENT SERVICES

 210 main sT, ennis   •   406-682-4002
Thurston Family Insurance

So, what is going on with the flu 
right now in Montana?
Flu activity is defined as 
Widespread in Montana 

according to the Montana Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(DPHHS) for the week ending January 
26, 2019.  Influenza cases reported in 
the 4th week of 2019 increased to 488 
new cases.  This is the 9th consecutive 
week of an increased number of cases reported in Montana. The 
most common influenza subtype identified this year is influenza 
A H1N1 2009 (yes, this is the “swine flu” strain).  Typical flu 
vaccine this year includes two variants of Influenza A (both H1N1 
and H3N2) and at least one strain of Influenza B, so if you get the 
flu shot, you will hopefully be covered. If you haven’t received a 
flu shot yet, it’s not too late.  Keep in mind that it takes your body 
about 10 to 14 days to develop immunity from the vaccine.  If 
you’re experiencing flu symptoms such as a nonproductive cough, 
fever, body/muscle aches or nausea and vomiting, it’s important to 
head to your doctor immediately. There are antiviral drugs that if 
taken within the first 48 hours of the flu may help you. 

Q:
A:

PHARMACY

maC’s ChC PhaRmaCy  •   406-842-7434
Gary Hadley, PharmD, BCGP

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Chronic pain:   Should I use pain 
pills or physical therapy?

Chronic pain is a common 
problem.   It consists of pain/
discomfort lasting greater than 6 

months.   This is a backache, headache 
long-term discomfort in any body part 
from trauma or activity.  
 A current study of chronic pain from 
the American Physical Therapy Association indicates the “physical 
therapist” as crucial healthcare provider to manage chronic pain.   
The article states “ The physical therapist  plays an important  role 
in managing chronic  pain.” Chronic pain is a debilitating illness.    
Physical therapy treatment includes flexibility, body awareness and 
strengthening exercises.    Treatment is a slow process based on 
functional activities. 
Chronic pain  is  a complex problem.  It requires a health care 
provider with knowledge and experience.

Q:

A:

PHYSICAL THERAPY

ennis PhysiCal TheRaPy  PC  •   406-682-3112
Robert (Bob) Sahli, PTATCLAT 

What is dry eye?

Dry eye can be a temporary 
or chronic condition, and can 
occur at any age. Dry eye 

occurs when tears are not produced 
properly, or when the tears are not of 
the correct consistency and evaporate 
too quickly. Symptoms are numerous 
and varied, but can include stinging, 
burning, redness, and fatigue. Inflammation of the surface of 
the eye may also occur. If left untreated, this can lead to pain, 
ulcers, or scars on the cornea, as well as potential vision loss. 
However, permanent vision loss is uncommon. Dry eye can make 
it more difficult to perform activities, such as using a computer 
or reading for an extended period of time. as well as decrease the 
tolerance for dry environments and contact lens wear. Over the 
counter drops will provide temporary relief, but try to avoid those 
with preservatives. Your eye care professional can provide an 
accurate diagnosis of the condition and begin treatment to avoid 
permanent damage.

Q:
A:

EYE CARE

eyes on main  •  406-577-2380
Dr. Jeff Squire

How Can I Change My 
Thoughts and Behaviors?
Cognitive behavioral therapy 
(CBT), is an evidence-based 
therapy that focuses on shifting 

thoughts and behaviors which can 
improve many psychological difficulties. 
Many skills can be taught by the 
therapist through psychoeducation 
and may include: relaxation, training 
in social skills, or developing ways to 
reduce challenging thinking patterns. Role play in session is a good 
way to learn and practice skills. Psychoeducation provided in session 
can then become a homework assignment to be worked on in between 
sessions which aids the client in becoming skilled at problem solving. 
Setting goals is important in CBT sessions. CBT is a helpful treatment 
for many struggles including: anxiety, social skills deficiencies, 
depression, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), obsessive 
compulsive disorder (ODC), obstacles with attention, and relationship 
issues, to name a few. With CBT therapy, the expectation is that when 
a similar situation arises in the future, the client will have tools to use 
to work through the issue.

Q:
A:

MENTAL HEALTH

(406) 670-4546 
Lisa Brubaker, LCSW

Q:
A:

WHAT IS THIS UM/UIM ON 
MY COVERAGE?
Are you aware that as of 2015 
it was estimated that 10 out of 

every 100 vehicles you pass on the 
Montana roads are driving without 
insurance. The percentage of those 
that only have state required limits is 
estimated to be over 20%. These are 
scary numbers if you are out driving on 
Montana’s icy roads.
To answer the question above: Uninsured Insured motorist (UM) 
Underinsured Motorist insurance (UIM) pays for injuries, such as 
medical expenses, that result from an accident caused by a driver 
who has no or too little insurance to cover all of the injuries they 
caused to you and your passengers. This coverage may also apply 
to fix or replace your vehicle if the driver at fault did not have 
any or only had state minimum coverage limits.
Note: Montana’s car insurance rules differ from those in place in the 
dozen or so “no-fault” states, where injured people are limited to filing 
claims with their own insurer except in specific situations. You won’t need 
to worry about this in Montana

Bird Trivia-Amazing Anatomy
(from Bird Trivia by Stan Tekiela)
Here are some of the award winners:
Best Eyesight: The Peregrine Falcon can 
see a pigeon flying in the sky more than 5 
miles away!
Winner of 360 Degree Vision: The 
American Woodcock has the greatest field 
of vision in the entire bird world! It can see 
in all directions without moving its head 
due to its large, bulbous eyes. It can see 360 
degrees as well as straight overhead.
Best Sense of Smell: Most birds have poor or reduced sense of smell, 
however, a Turkey Vulture can smell rotting flesh at more than 5,000 feet 
in the air!
Best Hearing: Belongs to the night-hunting owls, such as Barn, Long-
eared and Boreal Owls. In laboratory tests, Barn Owls were able to catch 
live prey in total darkness just by using its hearing.
Strongest Bill: Goes to the Woodpecker. Not only do they use their bills to 
excavate holes in trees for nesting, but they also drum on resonant objects 
with their bills to communicate with other woodpeckers.
Birds are amazing!
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
Prayer meeting 6 p.m.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
“Today the confirmations of the 
Kingdom of Abha are with those 

who renounce themselves, forget 
their own opinions, cast aside 

personalities and are thinking of the 
welfare of others.... Whosoever is 

occupied with himself is wandering 
in the desert of heedlessness and 
regret. The ‘Master Key’ to self-

mastery is self-forgetting. The road 
to the palace of life is through the 

path of renunciation.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street; Monday – Friday 10 a.m.. – 2 p.m., 

Reservations 682-4422 To help us plan, please call at least 
24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you plan to 
dine in.

• Thursday, February 14 – Meatloaf, mashers, veggies 
dessert, Red Hat Ladies.

• Friday, February 15 – Cod, fries, coleslaw dessert, pi-
nochle at 12:45 p.m.

• Monday, February 18 – Chicken enchiladas, salad, 
dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Tuesday February19 – Breakfast burrito, fruit dessert, 
pan at 12:45 p.m.

• Wednesday February 20  – Fried chicken legs, mash-
ers veggies, dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Thursday, February 21 – Ham sliders, broccoli salad, 
dessert, happy birthday

• Friday, February 22 – Shrimp Alfredo, salad, bread-
sticks pinochle, at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New Be-
ginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 for 
more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 
years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to 
eat at the Senior Center, family style for $3.50, or have 
their meals delivered for $4. Delivered meals are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 10 
a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 

will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & 
Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, February 14 – Meatloaf with mashed, veg-
gie, roll, dessert.

• Tuesday, February 19 – Chili, cornbread, dessert.
• Thursday, February 21 – Potato au gratin, ham, veg-

gie, roll, dessert.

Twin Bridges 
Senior Center 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center pro-
vides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Communi-
ty Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and up (spouses 
and caregivers are invited). Donations for meals are ap-
preciated. Activities include bingo each Monday, cards on 
Wednesday. The Senior Center Group meets the first Mon-
day of each month at 6 p.m.

• Friday, February 15 – Fish sticks, cheesy hashbrowns, 
veggie, salad, angel food trifle.

• Monday, February 18 – Chili Burger or chili dog, 
baked potatoes bar, veggie tray, fruit salad, cookie.

• Wednesday, February 20  – Meatloaf, mashed pota-
toes, veggie, green salad, cupcake.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

SCHOOL  NEWS

Ennis Schools
Spelling Bee 

Results...
Addison Oliver was the 
winner of the 4th-8th 
Grade Ennis Schools 
Spelling Bee, which took 
place at Ennis Schools on 
February 6th.  Addy is a 
7th Grade Student at En-
nis Schools, and will now 
compete in the County 
Spelling Bee on Febru-
ary 28th in Virginia City.  
In addition to Addy, the 
following students will 
represent Ennis Schools 
at the County Spelling 
Bee as well: Harper 
Leonard, Avery Gibbs, 
Zayne Morrison, Madi Jo 
Nelson, Jessica Wentzel, 
Ally Hilton(Alt.) and Zoe 
Green(Alt.).  Congratula-
tions and good luck to all 
of our County Spelling 
Bee participants!  (Sub-
mitted)

ENNIS – Ennis schools released their 2nd quarter honor 
roll list. The following students achieved the honor roll:

Senior high – Madison Raine Allen; Taylor Anne Barney; 
Madelyn Mae Barsness; Lucas Alan Belding; James Cody 
Bohrman; Cassidy L Carruthers; Sierra Chesser; Charles Clay 
Coffman; Lillian Grace Connor; Rebekah Faith Cook; Logan 
Haley Crowley; Pyper Curry; Brianna Irene Daems; Paige 
Lauren Dickinson; Elina Clare Dilschneider; Kara Elizabeth 
Elliott; Joselyn R Evans; Paxton Rogene Fortner; Ryan Thomas 
Frank; Wyatt M. Fredson; Kaleb Michael Fugal; 

Trinity Michele Fugal; Kurt M. Funston; Edgar Alexandro 
Garcia; Madison Marlene Goettle; Michael Riley Green; Josie 
Lynn Griffis; Karlie Anne Hedges; Kayla Rae Hedges; David 
Clemente Hernandez Mendoza; Cassie Rae Hilton; Rebecca 
Hodgson; Joree Lou Hokanson; Jarrett Daniel Jenkins; Jacob 
Stahr Johnson; Bowen Ford Kelley; Madilyn Ayreona Keyes; 
Jourdain Aaron Klein; Shelbey Ann Klein; 

Jaxson Shane Kloote; Maida J. Knapton; Kyle Matthew La-
Clair; Samantha Ridgley Moore Lake; Culberson Landgaard; 
Emmett Lyman Lingle; Kyle Norman Lohrenz; Olivia Sage 
Lohrenz; Shae Ryann Lovett; Henry Conrad Lukas; Eythan 
K McGauley; Whitney Louise McKitrick; Ellawynn Darby 
Morrison; Kylie Rayne Noack; Katelyn Nutt; Ryan Matthew 
O’Connell; Avery Jae Oliver; Tait Olson; Nathan Brand Ostler; 
Landri M Paladichuk; Mattilynn Pines-Havens; 

Addison Lee Retherford; Izabella Lane Roberts; Riley 
Elaine Robinson; Kevin Todd Rockwood; William Brian Rog-

ers; Zachary P. Rogers; Tyler Rolfe; Amanda Marie Russell; 
Zayne Jacob Sanborn; Tyler Greg Sciuchetti; Cordell Benja-
min Severeid; William M Smith; Jenna Lee Kathleen Snid-
er; Chance Lloyd Story; Ian Swanson; Trevor John Swanson; 
McKenzie Mane Taylor-Casey; Maksymilian Louis Trapp; 
Shallynne Dulaney Von Bergen; Alyssa Lynn West; Carson 
Hunter West; Dillon Arne Williams; ; 

7th and 8th grade – Megan Louise Barsness; Tyler Scott 
Barsness; Andrew Cole Beardsley; Jodie Bittick; Josey Fern 
Blazer; Ruby Willow Blazer; Genesis Elizabeth Boyles; Nolan 
Scott Brown; Clintin Dale Buyan; Sage Despres Canterbury; 
Delana Marie Clark; Wylie Thomas Connor; 

Paige Curry; Logan Mariah Dickinson; Noni Catharine 
Dilschneider; Seeley Jo Driskill; Salvatori Sterling Fanelli; 
Zachary William Foss; Kaycee Breanne Fredson; Wyatt Lee 
Fugal; Josie Noelle Gibbs; Gillian Octavia Gilbert; Zoe Elise 
Green; Kaylee Michael Helling; Robert William Inman; 

Tanner Elsie Inman; Jaylyn Brianna Jenkins; Nicholas 
Marshall Johnson; Caden Michael Keller; Rylee Klasna; Justin 
Michael Kloote; Megan Renee Knack; Nicholas Burr Moore 
Lake; Hannah Grace Leavitt; Marlyssa Ledgerwood; Jaclyn 
Claire Lukas; Jeremya Jason Mauch; Zane Bodhi Morrison; 

Traven Mulholland; Addison Jane Oliver; Elizabeth Cather-
ine Ketchu Olson; Desirea Storm Pezzullo; Kaleb Robert Rice; 
Baylee Michelle Snyder; Grace May Stecker; Walker Lane Sto-
ry; Hannah Rose Todd; Nicolette Ann Turck; Chaz Joseph Ve-
land; Andre D’Shawn West; Vance Jeffrey Wingard.

Ennis Schools releases 2nd qtr. honor roll

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 2/15 LEAH WOODS  
Indie Folk/Soul
SAT 2/16 JESSICA EVE LECHNER  
Acoustic Folk
SUN 2/17 THE MARCH DIVIDE
Original Indie/Folk Rock

M
US

IC
 T

HI
S 

W
EE

K

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net 
for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Monday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

Willie’s Distillery Trivia Night
Thursdays at 312 Main St., Ennis, 6 p.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Green Book (PG13), LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part (PG)

Now playing:
On The Basis Of Sex (pg-13)

Trivia NighT every Thursday sTarTiNg aT 6 pm 
Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come joiN The FuN, LisTeN To some greaT music aNd
eNjoy spiriTs wiTh a wesTerN FLavor!!

Friday, Feb 15Th: Kc & bo
Friday, Feb 22Nd: ed coyLe

Friday, march 1sT: Zach mcKiNLey
Friday, march 8Th: FuLLy cooKed

Friday, march 15Th: marcedes carroLL
Friday, march 22Nd: LeFT For dead

asK abouT our weeKLy boTTLiNg parTies

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

Thursday February 14
Madison Valley Book Club, 
Ennis
The Book Club will meet at 
the Madison Valley Public 
Library at 1 p.m. to discuss 
The Underground Railroad by 
Colson Whitehead; a discus-
sion led by Mary Sedwick and 
Kathy Robison.

Friday February 15
Frederic Chiu, Dillon
A concert of pieces selected 
from two composers. It’s up 
to the audience to make a 
statement by voting for their 
favorites! 7:30 p.m. at UM 
Western’s Beier Auditorium. 
Call 406-683-2432 for informa-
tion. 

Saturday February 16
Needle Felting Workshop, 
Ennis
An Ennis Continuing Educa-
tion workshop. The felting 
duo, Jenn Doney and Gail 
Barndt are at it again. Join 
them for a one-day workshop 
of needle felting to create a 
two/three-dimensional wall 

hanging or pillow top. Please 
bring a photo of the animal or 
scene you wish to felt. 9 a.m. 
at Ennis High School, call 406-
682-4258 to register.

Chautauqua, Virginia City
Open to all seeking enter-
tainment! Each participant 
performs 1-2 songs or a 5-min-
ute reading. Nightly perfor-
mances highlight 10 reserved 
spots with two swing spots 
for impromptu appearances. 
Contact Toni at 406-843-5454 
to reserve a spot. Potluck at 
6:30, performances at 7:30 
p.m.

Thursday February 21
History of the Madison The-
atre, Ennis
The MVHA presents History of 
the Madison Threatre by John 
Heckler. RSVP to 406-682-4023 
and leave a message with 
name and number of people 
attending. 4 p.m. presenta-
tion with pizza afterward.

Saturday February 23
Jan Ephill Reading and Lec-

ture, Ennis
Come hear Bozeman author 
Jan Ephill read from her his-
torical novels and talk about 
how the themes in books tell 
us who we are. 11 a.m., suit-
able for all ages, sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library. 

Monday February 25
Beekeeping Workshop, Ennis
This Ennis Continuing Edu-
cation workshop will cover 
honey bee pests and what 
to do about them. We’ll talk 
about everything from wasps 
and skunks to bears and 
mites, identifying and dealing 
with honey bee pests. 6 p.m. 
at Ennis High School. Call 406-
682-4258 to register. 

Skillman 
Graduates

ENNIS – Matthew Skill-
man, Ennis High School 
Class of 2014, graduated 
from the U.S. Army Signal 
Basic Officer Leadership 
Course held at Fort Gordon, 
Georgia on January 17, 2019. 

Skillman received his 
commission as a 2nd Lieu-
tenant in May 2018 as part 
of the University of Mon-
tana’s ROTC program while 
earning his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Journalism. He is 
currently serving at Camp 
Walker in Daegu, South Ko-
rea as part of the 169th Sig-
nal Company for a one year 
assignment.

2nd Lt. Matthew Skillman

WHITEFISH – In late January, 
Western Values Project (WVP) 
submitted a formal comment op-
posing the Interior Department’s 
recent proposal that would signifi-
cantly reshape how the department 
handles Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) requests. 

The proposal, which may vi-
olate the Freedom of Information 
Act itself, would give Interior far 
more leeway in how it chooses to 
handle FOIA requests and may 
even allow the agency to deny re-
quests that it deems “unreasonably 
burdensome.” 

“With unprecedented levels 
of corruption at the Interior De-
partment and special interest give-
aways that are hurting our public 
lands and wildlife, we need more 
transparency, not less,” said Chris 
Saeger, Western Values Project 
Executive Director. “Interior needs 
to respect our nation’s bedrock 
transparency law. This proposal is 
just another attempt by the Trump 
administration to deny the public, 
media and watchdog groups the 
ability to uncover malfeasance and 
corruption, making it harder to en-
sure Interior is working in the best 
interests of public lands, wildlife 
and the American people.” 

WVP’s comment highlights 
how the change allows Interior to 
deny requests it deems “unreason-
ably burdensome,” which could re-
sult in the department significantly 
shirking its legal obligation to re-
spond to FOIA requests. WVP’s 
comment also points out that, sit-
uated within the broader context of 
overt politicization of the Interior’s 

FOIA program, the proposed rule 
is especially troubling. 

This proposed rule is just one 
move in a concerning pattern of 
anti-transparent conduct. In recent 
months Interior has also sought 
permission from the National 
Archives to permanently destroy 
a range of records relating to oil 
and gas leases sales, legal matters, 
mineral exploration permits, and 
fish and wildlife surveys, among 
other issues. Shortly before Zinke 
was forced to resign in disgrace, 
he installed political appointee 
and former Koch-employee Daniel 
Jorjani to oversee Interior’s FOIA 
program.

FOIA has proved an essential 
tool for exposing potential cor-
ruption at the Interior Department 
during the Trump administration.

For instance, documents re-
leased in response to a FOIA re-
quest showed that former Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke secretly met 
with a private real estate officer in 
his official office. This discovery 
resulted in one of the many investi-
gations that led to Zinke’s eventual 
resignation. Originally, Zinke’s 
public calendar omitted this crucial 
information. 

Since the beginning of the 
Trump administration, WVP has 
filed 192 FOIA requests to the 
Interior Department. Over 130 of 
those requests are still outstanding, 
including some that are 18 months 
old.

The public has until the end of 
the day on January 29th to submit 
comments on the proposal to the 
Interior Department. 

DOI proposal may stymie FOIA requests
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