
EDITOR’S NOTE  – This 
is the first of a two-part 
series looking at the local 
impacts of the WOTUS 
rule changes. Part II will 
be printed next week.

MADISON COUNTY—In 
December, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) 
and Army Corps of Engineers 
proposed a new rule clarifying 
the term “waters of the United 
States,” as defined in the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) of 1972.

“Waters of the U.S.” has been 

redefined several times, the most 
recent of which occurred in 2015. 
But that definition was soon 
challenged by Montana and 12 
other states, including neighbors 
Idaho, Wyoming, North Dakota 
and South Dakota. 

The states filed a lawsuit in 
the District Court of North Dako-
ta alleging that the new terminol-
ogy violated certain provisions 
in the CWA, 1969’s National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
and the Constitution itself.

At the time, Montana Attor-
ney General Tim Fox called the 

rule an “example of a federal 
agency acting by decree to by-
pass Congress and violate rights 
of states reserved under the law 
and the U.S. Constitution.”

2015 Rule
So, what changed in 2015?
In that iteration of the rule, 

“waters of the United States” 
included wetlands, ponds, lakes, 
oxbows, impoundments and wa-
ters that are “adjacent” to a pri-
mary water—such as a designat-
ed lake, river, pond or waterway.

But the 2015 rule also includ-
ed a new definition for the term 
“neighboring,” expanding it to 
include any water located with-
in 100 feet of the floodplain of 
a “jurisdictional by rule” water 
body. 

“Jurisdictional by rule,” sim-
ply means all those primary wa-
ters—lakes, rivers, streams and 

ponds, plus designated wetlands. 
The 2015 version of “neigh-

boring” also included water lo-
cated within 1,500 feet of the 
high tide mark of a primary 
water; and if any part of a water 
body fell within that boundary, 
the entire body became classified 
as waters of the U.S.

When the states petitioned 
against the 2015 rule, they did so 
on the grounds that it broadened 
the definition of “waters of the 
U.S.” to place a larger number of 
water bodies under federal con-
trol and management, something 
that usually falls to the states 
themselves. That federal juris-
diction could require farmers, 
ranchers and other landowners to 
seek new federal permits or risk 
becoming federally delinquent.
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PONY—Pony, Montana may be 
home to less than 200 people, but 
each resident has their own unique 
story, and Kari King is taking it 
upon herself to kick start an effort 
to chronicle those stories.

King’s parents have owned 
property in Pony for nearly three 
decades. She moved to Pony sev-
eral years ago and joined the Pony 
Homecoming Club immediately, 
but still considers herself a relative 
newcomer.

“What I’m working toward is 
creating a community group that 
hosts events and maybe raises mon-
ey, so these buildings can be better 
appreciated, both in our communi-
ty and beyond,” she says. “Because 
it’s such a cool place to come to.”

The project came about when 
members of the Homecoming Club 
decided to create a website: a place 
where Pony community members 
— young and old, current and for-
mer — could have their stories told; 

a place where a tiny town, almost 
forgotten, could avoid fading away.

The Club owns the old Pony 
schoolhouse and its adjacent gym, 
plus the 1903 Episcopal church, 
which is still in use today. As 
the miners and their descendants 
moved away from Pony, someone 
had to step up to preserve the build-
ings as best they could and keep 
their legacy alive. That’s where the 
Pony Homecoming Club (PHC), 
created in 1961, came in.

The website will feature infor-
mation about events and history as 
well as the stories of its residents. It 
will go live sometime in the com-
ing weeks, after King and a pro-
fessional photographer have spent 
three consecutive afternoons gath-
ering the stories and photographs 
of people who live in and near Pony 
or have some past connection to 
the place. Subjects sat for portraits 
however they felt most comfort-
able, most themselves. Some used 

props, some had conversations with 
the photograph or their loved ones, 
some smiled or didn’t. It was up to 
them.

The 2010 census listed Pony as 
having a population of just 118, a 
far cry from the 5,000 or so peo-
ple who lived there in the booming 
gold rush days of the 1860s. But 

like so many gold rush towns, the 
ore eventually dwindled, and the 
transient miners moved on, leaving 
only the hardiest of souls to popu-
late the town—which technically 
isn’t even large enough to qualify 
for that category.

TWIN BRIDGES – Twin Bridges school district pitched an educational 
program to the public on Thursday evening, January 24, that promises to 
prepare its students for the future – a future in which the jobs students now 
in school work at may not even exist.

The program is called Project Lead the Way (PLTW), and it is focused 
on getting kids involved in a hand-on, cross-curriculum, Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) learning system that will 
prepare students for the future.

About 70 people, including members of the public, teachers, students 
and school officials showed up for the presentation, which included a de-
licious roast beef, wild rice and vegetable dinner prepared by Shovel and 
Spoon restaurant.

Elementary Principal Tammy Demien kicked off the evening, introduc-
ing PLTW, with a video that explained the program. 

PLTW says it is a “transformative” learning experience for students of 
all ages, from kindergarten to senior high.

MADISON COUNTY—Post season high school 
basketball begins in just two weekends, and area 
teams played a whopping nine games last weekend to 
bring them ever closer to the finish line.

Ennis and Sheridan began the weekend’s action 
with a faceoff hosted by the Panthers on Thursday, 
January 24, resulting in the extension of a 10-game 
winning streak for the lady Mustangs. Ennis held the 
Panthers to only 12 points for the game in a 52-12 
defeat. 

The Ennis boys are getting back into a groove af-
ter a loss to Twin Bridges two weeks ago interrupted 
what would have been a six-game winning streak. 
They defeated Sheridan 50-38. 

Also on Thursday the Whitehall Trojans played 
the Three Forks Wolves, with each team taking a 
win. On the boys’ side, the Wolves triumphed handi-
ly in a 52-35 defeat of the Trojans, but the girls came 
back with a vengeance to take a commanding 47-33 
win over Three Forks. 

Friday, January 25 saw four games around the 
county, beginning with Ennis hosting the Lima Bears 
and stretching the lady Mustangs’ winning streak to 
11 games. Both Ennis teams commanded the court, 
with the boys winning by 25 points 67-42 and the 
girls running away with a 49-point win, 69-20.

Ennis wasn’t alone with its double victory on Fri-
day: both Three Forks teams defeated Jefferson, with 
a rout on the boys’ side of 79-40 and a narrower 45-
34 win for the lady Wolves.

–   BASKETBALL ROUNDUP   –

Regular season 
end in sight, Twin 
Bridges remains 

unbeaten

BASKETBALL continued on A3

‘Faces of Pony’: Stories of a community
Pony Homecoming Club seeks

to chronicle town’s legacy

Photographer Simon Divecha shoots candid photos while Kari King in-
terviews a longtime Pony resident at the Pony Schoolhouse on Friday, 
January 25. Photographs and biographies of residents will go up on 
the Pony Homecoming Club’s new website, set to go live sometime in 
February. (R.Colyer photos)
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Project Lead the Way offers STEM education 
to prepare Twin Bridges students for future

PLTW continued on A3
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About 70 people, including school officials, teachers and residents 
learned Project Lead the Way and how it helps Twin Bridges students  
prepare for the future on Thursday, January 24. (J. Taylor)

‘Waters of the U.S.’ redefined after 2015 rule challenged by states

A vernal pond. Vernal ponds are temporary, usually formed by 
spring runoff or rainwater. Under the 2015 WOTUS rules, ver-
nal ponds and similar water fell under the Clean Water Act’s 
pervue. Under the new interpretation of WOTUS rules, such 
waters would not be regulated by this law. Some see this as a 
win against government regulation, others worry at its ramifi-
cations. (TNC photo)

WOTUS continued on A2
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Montana Senator Brad Hamlett 
(Cascade) cited the Montana Con-
stitution when the states brought 
the suit against the EPA and Army 
Corps, which says that “water that 
falls and flows within the boundar-
ies of Montana belongs to the state 
for the beneficial use of its citizens.”

“This is not about clean water, 
it’s about jurisdiction, as Montana 
being a headwaters state cherishes 
and protects its waters,” said Ham-
lett in June 2015. “Knowing the lay 
of the land and our waters best we 
definitely, constitutionally and prac-
tically need to remain in control.”

New proposed rule
The proposed revisions to the 

2015 definition of “waters of the 
U.S.” are subtle but could have some 
significant impacts to which water 
bodies fall under federal jurisdiction 
and which are subject to state regu-
lations.

Traditional waters defined as 
“navigable” such as rivers and their 
tributaries, lakes and ponds, im-
poundments and wetlands, remain 
waters of the U.S. as they always 
have. 

Not included are waters that flow 
“only in response to precipitation,” 
as well as groundwater, converted 
cropland, flooded fields used as rice 
paddies or cranberry bogs, artificial 
lakes and ponds and “water-filled 
depressions” created as a result of 
mining or construction activities. 

The EPA wrote in the proposal 
that the goal of the rewrite was to 
“establish categorical bright lines 
that provide clarity and predictabil-
ity for regulators.” 

A particularly complex part of 
the new rule comes into play where 
ditches are concerned. Ditches con-
structed in a tributary or a wetland 
adjacent to a navigable water. Ditch-
es not included in those categories 
would be regulated by the state of 
Montana or by tribal government, 
depending on their location. 

The EPA writes that the new 
proposal will “recognize and re-
spect the primary responsibilities 
and rights of states and tribes to 
regulate and manage their land and 
water resources.” The proposal 
was first formalized on December 
18 and will remain open for public 
comment for 60 days, until February 
16. After that, the agencies will take 
comments into consideration before 
moving forward on the new rule.

Still, until a new rule is formal-
ly adopted, the definition of “waters 
of the United States” established in 
1988 is currently in effect in over 
half the country.

Legislators’ perspectives
Since 2014, Montana’s U.S. Sen-

ator Steve Daines, has been one of 
the major supporters of the revisions 
to WOTUS.

In September of 2014, for ex-
ample, after receiving a letter of 
support from Montana’s agriculture 
and ranching groups, the building 
industry, the Chamber of Com-

merce, the coal and petroleum lob-
bies, Daines, then a Congressman, 
joined a “bipartisan majority” in 
House of Representatives in pass-
ing the “Waters of the United States 
Regulatory Overreach Protection 
Act,” legislation that protected Mon-
tana electrical cooperatives and the 
agriculture from what was deemed 
the EPA’s “federal regulatory over-
reach” that would have stymied 
economic growth and threatened 
property rights.

Daines became a Montana U.S. 
Senator in 2015, and continued his 
fight against WOTUS Clean Wa-
ter Act rules. In June that year, he 
co-sponsored the Federal Water 
Quality Protection Act, which di-
rected EPA and ACOE to issue a 
revised WOTUS rule protecting 
traditional navigable water from wa-
ter pollution, while also protecting 
farmers, ranchers and private land-
owners. Later that month he lauded 
the lawsuit that Montana Attorney 
General Tim Fox and 12 other states 
filed against EPA and ACOE over 
the new WOTUS regulations. 

In October, he introduced “The 
Regulatory Authority Clarification 
Act” that provided another tool to 
restrict and define agencies’ broad 
rulemaking ability.

“Montanans know far too well 
the cost of Washington’s top-down, 
unchecked ability to issue broad and 
burdensome regulations,” Daines 
stated. “This legislation is a good 
step towards reducing the costly 
red-tape that hinders the growth and 
stability of hardworking Montana 
businesses. It’s far past time to rein 
in overbearing regulations and give 
Montana families, business owners 
and taxpayers the relief they de-
serve.”

In 2016, Daines voted for U.S. 
Senator John Hoeven’s (R-ND) bi-
partisan amendment to the Energy 
and Water Appropriations Bill that 
would have blocked the WOTUS 
rules, and furthered a bill in the Sen-
ate’s Committee on Appropriations 
that would have nixed the imple-
mentation of WOTUS rules.

When President Donald Trump 
took office, and sought to nix Pres-
ident Obama’s executive actions on 
WOTUS, Daines lauded this effort, 
saying, “Today marks the begin-
ning of restoring private property 
rights while protecting our environ-
ment. Out of state D.C. bureaucrats 
shouldn’t impose regulations that 
hurt Montana farmers, ranchers and 
landowners.”

Most recently, in December of 
2018, Daines, chairman of the Sen-
ate Western Caucus, along with 
Caucus members Senators Jim In-
hofe, Lisa Murkowski, Joni Ernst,  
John Barrasso Pat Roberts, Jeff 
Flake and Jon Kyl, applauded the 
Trump administration’s rewrite of 
WOTUS rule, saying the new EPA 
rule more narrowly defines waters 
of the US to focus on “truly public 
waterways.”

“The Obama WOTUS rule took 
federal government overreach in ru-

ral America to absurd new levels,” 
Daines said. “Maybe the Obama ad-
ministration should have spent more 
time focusing on economic growth 
and protecting the homeland rather 
than trying to regulate farm puddles. 
As chair of the Senate Western Cau-
cus, I applaud the Trump adminis-
tration for rewriting this rule so that 
it applies to actual public waterways 
and no longer does harm to farmers 
and ranchers.”

Montana’s other U.S. Senator, 
Jon Tester, approached WOTUS in 
a slightly different fashion.

“I am happy to work with folks 
to address concerns they have with 
the proposed rules to protect our 
clean water,” Tester said.

“When WOTUS was originally 
proposed, I worked with Montan-
ans to secure significant changes 
to ensure it worked for Montanans. 
We need certainty that guarantees 
farmers, ranchers and all Mon-
tanans have access to clean water. 
Near the top of every farmer and 
rancher’s wish list is certainty.  We 
need a common sense final rule 
that does not change every time we 
have a new president. Farmers and 
ranchers have too much work to get 
done without having to worry about 
changing guidelines coming out of 
Washington, DC after every elec-
tion.”

Tester believes landowners, 
farmers and ranchers would use 
common sense about water on their 
lands.

“No farmer, rancher, or angler 
wants to put Montana’s clean wa-
ter at risk,” he said. “That’s why I 
support voluntary clean water ini-
tiatives like EQIP and CSP to the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund.  
Montana is lucky to have the sort of 
locally-grown conservation propos-
als we do, and I’m happy to work to 
make sure agencies work with folks 
on the ground to see this ideas be-
come reality.”

He also supported the rights of 
landowners to handle their property.

“I strongly support the rights of 
landowners, including their right to 
not have their water contaminated 
by upstream users.  Montana’s econ-
omy is directly tied to clean air and 
clean water.  My family has farmed 
the same land for over a century, but 
we are just stewards of that land and 
it is our responsibility to do what 
is best for future generations.  If 
landowners take actions that pol-
lute waterways, it has an impact on 
downstream users. Even local gov-
ernments have zoning regulations to 
protect neighbors’ private property 
beyond fence lines.”

Conservation efforts, Tester 
says, are best accomplished with 
collaboration.

“When it comes to conservation, 
collaboration is king.  That’s why I 
met with people from all walks of 
life when the Waters of the U.S. 
rule was being drafted, and why I’m 
working to make sure landowners 
have access to conservation pro-
grams to support their decisions on 

their own land.”
“But we also need some back 

stops. There are places in Montana 
where the water has to be treated in 
perpetuity because the water is con-
taminated.  Actions that take place 
on private land can have a signif-
icant effect on downstream users.  
As a landowner, I don’t want those 
above stream contaminating water 
before it flows through my proper-
ty.”

“If the federal government over-
reaches,” he continued, “I will take 
it head on. But decisions that impact 
the livelihood of our kids and grand-
kids, like access to clean water, must 
be made with data and science.  
You don’t have to look any farther 
than the people downstream of the 
Berkeley Pit to see how critical clean 
water can be.

“When the Waters of the U.S. 
rule was being proposed,” Tes-
ter said, “I met with landowners, 
farmers, ranchers, sportsmen and 
to gather their input and deliver it to 
Washington, DC.  I will continue to 
stand up for common-sense policies 
that meet the needs of Montanans 
while also fighting back when regu-
lations don’t make sense for working 
folks, small businesses, farmers, and 
ranchers.”

Montana’s Congressman Greg 
Gianforte mirrored Daines’s senti-
ments.

“President Obama’s Waters of 
the U.S. mandate further empowers 
federal bureaucrats in Washington 
and threatens our Montana way of 
life, particularly for our farmers 
and ranchers. Obama’s WOTUS 
mandate absurdly expanded the 
EPA’s jurisdiction to tie up Montana 
landowners in red tape over ditches, 
puddles, and agricultural ponds,” 
Gianforte said in an email reply to 
questions from The Madisonian.

“The Trump administration’s 
proposal to revise WOTUS will roll 
back federal overreach, clarify the 
federal government’s jurisdiction, 
and return power to states and tribes 
to manage their waters. The admin-
istration’s proposal will reduce un-
certainty and help Montana’s farm-
ers and ranchers.”

How?
“The proposal to revise WO-

TUS will end years of uncertainty 
about where federal jurisdiction 
begins and ends. The proposed re-
vision will help Montana landown-
ers understand whether a project on 
their property will require a federal 
permit, without requiring them to 
spend tens of thousands of dollars 
on engineers and lawyers.”

When asked if he could see any 
issues in terms of the conservation 
of clean water, Gianforte punted to 
his earlier comments, saying, “The 
new rule will give Montana farm-
ers and landowners clarity on what 
qualifies as a wetland and is subject 
to regulation under the Clean Water 
Act.”

WOTUS  continued from A1:       New rules for wetlands, streams could have big impact

But the hardiest souls often have 
the best stories, and the spirit of Pony 
is as resilient as the mining men that 
brought it to life. Churches built in 
1894 and 1903 still stand, rented for 
parties, weddings, school functions 
and other celebrations. And while 
Pony is a certified ghost town, near-
ly empty for most of the year, there 
are still days where crowds draw for 
events that run deep with residents 
around the area. 

The Pony Fiddle Fest each may 
includes workshops on stringed in-
struments of all kinds, dinner, danc-
ing and music.

An annual Poker Ride draws 
equestrians from all over the coun-
try to enjoy scenery, lunch and a 
friendly hand or two of poker.

Those who prefer to traverse the 
hills of Pony on foot must wait until 
June, when the annual Pony Trot 5K 
and 10K races take place, frequently 
drawing entire teams of high school 
athletes and repeat runners. Just be 
prepared to lose your breath gaining 
nearly a thousand feet in elevation 
over a very short distance.

There was no way to chronicle 
the people and history of “the last 

best town in the last best place” until 
PHC was created as a community 
centering point for preservation and 
remembrance. The club has done its 
best to collect photographs of old-
time Pony, piece together over 150 
years of history and preserve the few 
buildings that are fortunate enough 
to have lasted that long.

As for King, she wants to take 
that mission a bit farther.

“I’m hoping that the response 
will be ‘yes, we want to tell these 
old stories and preserve the histo-
ry,’” she says. “But also, who are the 
people who live here? There are new 
stories to be added to the old ones.”

So far, she says, the response has 
been good, but it a place as small 
and isolated as Pony, resistance to 
change can be strong.

“There’s a lot of people who 
have been here a long, long time,” 
she says. “But people are even pop-
ping up in response to this who don’t 
live here anymore, but whose family 
lived here years and years ago.”

Hopefully, the new website 
will provide a space to collaborate 
in pulling together more of Pony’s 
history, facilitated by the people 

who know that history the best: its 
residents, each with unique perspec-
tives, memories and stories of their 
own that continue to shape the com-
munity today. And this will just be 

round one: King hopes to continue 
efforts chronicling Pony and its peo-
ple in the future, so a town forgotten 
by so many will still have a voice 
and a story to tell.

FACES  continued from A1:       Pony Homecoming Clubs seeks to chronicle residents’ stories 

Photographer Simon Divecha prepares his camera while Pony 
Homecoming Club board member Kari King (left) collects bi-
ographies from Pony residents who came to sit for photos on 
Friday, January 25. King hopes to collate the images and biogra-
phies of Pony’s residents into a new website for the Club.

ENNIS – Bozeman historical nov-
elist Jan Elpel will present a reading 
from her novels and talk about how the 
themes we read tell us who we are on 
February 23, at 11 a.m., in the Madison 
Valley Public Library

Elpel is author of “Berrigan’s 
Ride,” “Healers of Big Butte” and 
“Heirloom China,” a series of histori-
cal novels set in early days of Montana 
Territory. 

Elpel had the opportunity to ex-
plore the high country of Madison and 
Gallatin counties with Backcountry 

Horseman groups, ride the Nez Perce 
Trail over Bitterroot Mountains with 
the Appaloosa Horse Club, and the 
privilege of riding in Monument Val-
ley, hosted by the Navajos. She used 
these experiences to inspire her stories.

Elpel attained a Doctor of Psy-
chology degree in Family and Child 
Counseling, which also provided a 
background underlying the narratives 
she creates. 

This program is suitable for all 
ages, free of charge and brought to you 
by the Friends of the Library.

‘What you read is who you are,’ at Ennis Library
HELENA – U.S. Senator 

Jon Tester addressed the Mon-
tana State Legislature recently, 
urging lawmakers to protect 
critical initiatives like Medicaid 
while investing in teachers, vet-
erans, and firefighters.

“You’ve got about 78 days to 
get things done,” Tester said. “I 
would ask you only one thing— 
make Montana proud.”

A former President of the 
Montana State Senate, Tester 
kicked off his address with ad-

vice on how to approach the 
health care debate and warned 
legislators about the risks roll-
ing back Medicaid could pose to 
rural communities that rely on 
small local hospitals to survive.

He also raised the issues of 
education, advocating for strong 
investments, and mental health 
care, an issue that’s critically 
important to Montana’s veter-
ans, farmers, and native com-
munities.

Tester to state legs., ‘Make Montana proud’

January 31, 2019A2THE MADISONIAN



Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy Team

Over 60 years of combined professional experience.
Striving to improve the well-being of our 

community…one step at a time.
Introducing our team…

Dr. Andy 
Thomas  
Physical 
Therapist, 
Athletic 
Trainer
DPT, 2013  
University of 
Montana.

Certified Athletic Trainer.
Clinical interests include 
orthopedics, geriatrics, 
movement disorders, athletic 
injuries.
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University of 
Montana
Clinical 
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include orthopedics, athletic 
injuries, manual therapy.

Dr. Martha 
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Physical 
Therapist,
DPT, 2010  
University 
of South 
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Certified 
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Needling. Specializes in 
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Dr. Kelly 
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Stroke Rehab 

Specialist. Specializing in hands 
and elbows with special interest 
in geriatrics, wheelchair fittings 
and home safety assessments.

For more 
information:

682-6605

305 N. Main, 
Ennis

The Granite Prospectors 
traveled from Philipsburg to play 
Harrison on Friday, but scores 
for the game were not reported 
before the Madisonian’s editorial 
deadline.

Twin Bridges then hosted 
Sheridan on Friday, with three 
players in the double-digits to 
lead the Falcons to a 71-25 vic-
tory over the Panthers. Charlie 
Kruer notched 14 points, nine 
of which came from behind the 
three-point line; Matt Kaiser 
and Nate Konen added 10 points 
each.

And the Falcons weren’t to 
be stopped when they traveled 
to Drummond on Saturday; they 
start to make winning look ef-
fortless. They rolled to a 69-48 
win over the Trojans. Even 20 

points from Drummond’s Jo-
nah Park and 17 from Riley Al-
len weren’t enough to top Jake 
Hughes’ vicious 26-point game 
and the Falcons’ 13 three-point-
ers. 

The lady Falcons weren’t as 
lucky, falling to Drummond 63-
48. Clancy Phillip led Twin with 
13 points, but 15 from Drum-
mond’s Sydney Phillips and 13 
from Sara Kielley gave the lady 
Trojans enough of an edge to nab 
the 15-point victory.

Saturday’s last two games 
came when Harrison hosted 
Gardiner and Whitehall played 
Sweet Grass County. Both local 
teams fell to their opponents, 
with Harrison being defeated 85-
50 on the boys’ side by the Bru-
ins and 61-24 on the girls’ side.

For Whitehall, victory was 
closer but still just out of reach. 
The Trojans fell to the Sheep-
herders 65-42, while the girls 
came within eight points to lose 
46-38 to Sweet Grass.

As teams head into February, 
more games await this weekend:

Thursday, January 31:
• Ennis @ Boulder
Friday, February 1:
• Ennis @ Home vs. Granite
• Harrison @ West Yellow-

stone
• Sheridan @ Drummond
Saturday, February 2:
• Twin Bridges @ Home vs. 

Lone Peak
• Sheridan @ Home vs. West 

Yellowstone 
• Harrison @ Home vs. Lima 

BASKETBALL  continued from A1:    Twin Bridges still undefeated

Twin Bridges has been using 
this educational technique for kids 
in kindergarten through high school 
for the last three years in seven dif-
ferent classes.

PLTW focuses on what will like-
ly be growth industries in the future, 
and prepares students to enter these 
fields, whether it’s through college, 
a technical or trade school, or sim-
ply by creating the kind of hands-on 
skills that a student might use in any 
career path in the future, skills em-
ployers are looking for.

Engineering, bio-medicine and 
computers were three of the indus-
tries highlighted in the presentation, 
although as Jenifer Elser pointed 
out in her presentation about what 
PLTW is, there are many jobs that 
may exist in the future that are not 
even considered today. 

Elser pointed to how, 20 years 
ago, the idea that people would use 
cell phones, computers and other 
technology as they do today was not 
even considered. Yet today, these are 
all very important industries, all in-
volving STEM-based skills.

Robotics, artificial intelligence, 
the biotechnical field and advanced 
materials are likely to see significant 
growth in the future, she said. And, 
according to a U.S. News and World 
Reports study, STEM skills will be 
involved in about 65 percent of the 
jobs that spring up in the future.

So how can the school district 
prepare students to get into these 
fields?

PLTW will lead the way by of-
fering students training to make 
them critical thinkers, problem 
solvers, have perservence, instill the 
value of teamwork and prepare the 
leaders of tomorrow.

The bonus, she said, is that stu-
dents who can show PLTW skills in 
their coursework can get preferential 
treatment when it comes to college 
admittance, receiving scholarships, 
paid internships and other opportu-
nities.

 Lockheed Martin and Chevron, 
for example, are offering 200 schol-
arships worth $10,000 per year for 
students who have PLTW/STEM-re-
lated training in their background. 
Toyota, T-10 training for certified 
technicians incorporates PLTW 
STEM training. Any trade, she said 
– electricians, carpenters, mechan-

ics, welders – is looking for people 
with PLTW-style STEM training.

Within Twin Bridges, the seven 
courses involving PLTW are fo-
cused on 3rd graders, launching the 
program; 6th – 8th graders open-
ing a gateway to additional PLTW 
training, and high school students 
getting an introduction to engineer-
ing and the principles of engineer-
ing.

Twin Bridges students like 
PLTW, judging from their enthusi-
asm for it – especially how it incor-
porates study, design, then hands-
on construction of things. 

For example, 3rd graders were 
using I-pads to draw geometric fig-
ures, the rudiments of engineering.

Older kids, 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders, learned mechanics in the 
classroom and on computers, then 
went hands-on and built machines 
and other items that involved STEM 
principles. For example some Twin 
6th graders built handlebars that 
could help those afflicted with ce-
rebral palsy to strengthen their grip, 

as well as a weight system to build 
upper body strength and a puzzle 
that would develop other motor and 
dimensional skills.

A group of 7th graders became 
medical detectives, using rudimen-
tary STEM biomedical skills, and 
explored how bacteria grow, DNA, 
the cells of the central nervous sys-
tem. This inspired one young lady 
to want to become a surgeon.

8th graders looked into automa-
tion and robotics, and explored en-
gineering careers.

High school students took all of 
these steps a bit futher.

Twin Bridges robotics team is 
already going leaps and bounds into 
the future, and part of their skills 
come from PLTW learning.

The evening wrapped up with 
school Superintendent Thad Kai-
ser summarizing what was seen 
and noting that John and Cynthia 
Osborne, of Twin Bridges played a 
big role in helping get PLTW off the 
ground.

Third grade teacher Michelle Head explains how PLTW has 
benefitted her students at the program put on by Twin Bridges 
schools on Thursday, January 24. (J. Taylor)

PLTW  continued from A1:      Twin Bridges pitches STEM education

VIRGINIA CITY—The Madison Coun-
ty commissioners voted to approve a loan 
agreement with Habitat for Humanity on 
Tuesday, January 22, that gives the green 
light to a project in Ennis that will provide 
new affordable housing in coming years.

The project will involve the purchase 
of 10 lots in Ennis’s North 40 subdivision, 
funded mostly by a NeighborWorks Montana 
loan of nearly $200,000. The other $60,000 
will be provided through a loan from Mad-
ison County, to be repaid over five years as 
the 10 homes are sold.

At Tuesday’s commission meeting, Da-
vid Magistrelli of Habitat for Humanity of 
Gallatin County—Madison County doesn’t 
have an office, making Gallatin’s the closest 
branch of the program—presenting some of 
the final loan paperwork to the commission-
ers. This included a promissory note, a loan 
agreement and a trust indenture, which the 
commissioners approved unanimously. 

The trust indenture, Magistrelli said, 
clarifies that for each house that sells, Mad-
ison County will get $10,000 of its loan re-
paid. Habitat for Humanity is also taking 
steps to ensure those homes stay affordable 
in the future.

“As you know, we’ll be putting the land in 
a land trust,” said Magistrelli. “So it can’t be 
sold to a speculator six or seven years down 
the road.”

Magistrelli says that’s something he’s 
seen in the past: families or individuals who 
need affordable housing acquire it through 
Habitat for Humanity, then are later able to 
pay off the mortgage, selling the home and 
effectively removing it from the realm of 
“affordable housing.” Placing the 10 lots in 
a land trust will protect them from those cir-
cumstances.

One key question in the development of 
the project has been whether or not Habitat 
for Humanity would utilize local contractors 
and service and material providers as it pre-

pares the lots and builds the homes. Com-
missioner Dan Allhands revisited that on 
Tuesday, calling it an important element in 
the project, especially where public support 
is concerned.

“We use as many local vendors as we pos-
sibly can,” said Magistrelli. He noted that 
in past projects both in Ennis and in West 
Yellowstone, Habitat for Humanity made it a 
focus to support the local businesses of the 
area. Allhands expressed hope that a local 
focus would continue to be at the forefront 
of the project.

With the signing of the loan agreement 
and promissory note, the commissioners 
moved the project into its next stage and 
Magistrelli said that the process of begin-
ning to bid for the construction could begin 
as soon as the end of February. He hopes that 
the building of the homes will begin in 2020.

Magistrelli also said that as the process 
continues, community meetings will be held 
to provide information about who can quali-
fy for the homes and requirements and crite-
ria for application as a potential homeowner. 
Commissioner Jim Hart said he would be in-
terested in attending those meetings, since 
the project site falls within his region of 
Madison County.

Finally, Magistrelli expressed apprecia-
tion to the commissioners for their support 
of the Habitat for Humanity project. He said 
local support for projects like this one often 
has a “ripple effect” and that the undertak-
ing in Madison County means a brighter fu-
ture for other potential Habitat for Humanity 
projects, including one in West Yellowstone 
that has been questionable in recent months.

Habitat for Humanity 
project moves forward

County commissioners 
approve agreement 

for loans

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS – The Jack Creek Preserve Foundation 
added five new board members to their Board of 
Directors during their January 10 board meeting. 

“New board members Dyrk Eddie, Bob Gar-
rott, Kevin Hurley, Michael Schlegel, and Loren 
Tucker bring with them varying professional skills, 
backgrounds and knowledge,” said Board President 
Brian Benyo. “With these new board members now 
in place, we look for them to help advance the prog-
ress made over the past couple of years to focus our 
energy and resources toward our mission of pre-
serving wildlife and its habitat by educating youth 
about the importance of conservation.” 

Jack Creek Preserve is currently focused on 
three key activities:

• Hosting and providing conservation-oriented 
curriculum to groups at the Jon Fossel Outdoor Ed-
ucation Center and on the 4,500-acre property.

• Holding summer Outdoor Skills Camps for 
youth ages 12-18.

• Delivering multiple sessions of our Conserva-
tion Field School that is tailored toward Montana 
K-12 educators. 

The board is committed to seeing the quality 
and depth of these programs improve under its 
leadership in the coming year. 

About the new board members:
• Dyrk Eddie, of Kalispell is the founder and 

CEO of voice and data installation company Telm-
on Inc. He is an avid bowhunter and outdoorsman, 
and a life member of numerous organizations in-
cluding Wild Sheep Foundation, Safari Club Inter-
national, Montana Bowhunters Association, and 
Pope & Young Club.

• Dr. Bob Garrott of Bozeman had served on the 
Preserve’s Board of Directors in the past and is a 

faculty member in the Ecology Department and a 
member of the Fish & Wildlife Management Pro-
gram at Montana State University. The Preserve 
has worked with MSU for many years, catering to 
researchers and hosting classes. Dr. Garrott will 
help strengthen this tie. 

• Kevin Hurley of Bozeman is the Vice Presi-
dent of Conservation and Operations for the Wild 
Sheep Foundation. He recently retired from the 
WY Game and Fish Department after a 30 plus 
year career as a wildlife biologist. Recent positions 
held include District Wildlife Management Coordi-
nator and Statewide Bighorn Sheep Program Coor-
dinator. Kevin is a life member of numerous con-
servation organizations and an avid outdoorsman. 

• Mike Schlegel Grangeville, ID spent 26 years 
with Idaho Department of Fish and Game, serving 
as a Wildlife Research Biologist, and a Regional 
Wildlife Manager. After his retirement from the 
Department, he continued to do contract work for 
them focusing on game surveys and animal cap-
ture. Mike has been actively involved with the Pope 
& Young Club, serving as chairman of their Con-
servation Committee. He is an avid bowhunter and 
part time fly-fishing guide.

• Loren Tucker of Virginia City is a retired at-
torney, he previously served as District Court Judge 
for the 5th District of the state of MT. He continues 
to serve as judge on the District Court for the Mis-
souri River Water Shed and as President of the MT 
Judge’s Association. Loren has lived in MT for 45 
years and is a volunteer and member of a number of 
other local non-profit organizations. 

Visit the Preserve’s website (http://www.jack-
creekpreserve.org/) for more information about 
these programs.

The Jack Creek Preserve Foundation 
welcomes five new board members
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

OBituaries
United States Ambassador The-

odore Edmonds Gildred, ambassa-
dor to Argentina from 1986 – 1989 
during that country’s newfound 
democratic presidency, died on Jan-
uary 3, 2019, at his home in Mon-
tana. Ambassador Gildred report-
ed to President Reagan, President 
George H. W. Bush, and Secretary 
of State George Schultz. Ted was 83 
years old. He had suffered serious 
illness for some time.

Ambassador Gildred’s resi-
dence, while in Buenos Aires, was at 
the Bosch Palace, where he received 
many dignitaries, but none more so 
than Argentine President Alfonsin 
and President Menen. He worked 
tirelessly to improve Argentine – 
U. S. relations. After the Falklands 
War, Ted worked with Washington 
to resupply defense capability to Ar-
gentina, despite President Reagan’s 
relationship with Margaret Thatcher 
of Great Britain. 

Ted was one of the owners of the 
Sun Ranch beginning in the 1970s. 
He eventually sold the east side of 
the ranch, still known as the Sun 
Ranch, and kept the west side in or-
der to develop a sparse, responsible 
community of property owners. 

In 1935, Ted was born in Mex-
ico City to an American developer, 
Theodore Gildred, and Maxine Gil-
dred, an accomplished opera singer. 
Young Ted went to school in San Di-
ego. After graduating high school, 
he applied to and graduated from 
Leland Stanford Jr. University near 
Palo Alto, CA.

Ted volunteered for the United 
States Army in 1956 and served 
honorably as an M.P. in Germany 
during the late years of the Marshall 
Plan of reconstruction. Off duty, as 
is the case in young peoples’ lives, 
Ted and his buddies were some-
times given to shenanigans, but, he 
said, he was proud to serve and that 
military service made him grow 
up. After his service, he headed the 
ROTC at college, and, after gradua-
tion, he received his commission in 
the Air Force.

After that, Ted pursued studies 
at the Sorbonne in Paris and at the 
University of Heidelberg, Germa-
ny. During that period, just prior to 
Gary Powers’ U-2 being shot down 
over Russia, Ted made a trip to Mos-
cow, U.S.S.R., and was instrumental 
in spiriting out a Muscovite to Swe-
den, where she lived a long, happy 
life. Years later Ted became friends 
with Powers.

In 1986, while attending what 
Ted call Ambassador Charm 
School, run by U.N. Ambassador 
Shirley Temple Black, Ted resided 
at the famous Watergate Hotel.

Ted Gildred was a licensed race-
car driver and collector of a wide 
range of significant, vintage cars. He 
personally raced for more than forty 
years, primarily throughout Califor-
nia and Montana, including several 
times in the Going to the Sun Rally.  
When he had a chance to sponsor 
and co-drive a car with the famous 
Trans-Am champion, George Foll-
mer, at Paris’ Le Mans in 1986, he 
sponsored the car but had to step 
out of the driver’s seat at the request 
of the United States Department of 
State pending his appointment to an 
Ambassadorship. Ted’s car, painted 
in proud American flag style, took 
3rd overall and 1st in class at the 
world famous French 24 Hours of 
Le Mans that year.

Racing and collecting cars was 
not Ted’s only recreational passion. 
He was also an avid aviator, attain-
ing the highest instrument rating 
available from the FAA. While in 
dire weather in Argentina, the Am-
bassador was even once asked to 
and did take the controls of the Em-
bassy plane. 

As Ambassador and as a pilot, 
he once had the great privilege of 
riding along with the Blue Angels. 
He was, like his father before him, 
inducted into the San Diego Air 
and Space Museum Hall of Fame. 
Ted twice re-enacted his father’s 
record-setting flight from San Diego 
to Quito, Ecuador. On the 50th an-
niversary he flew a depression-era 
aircraft. On the 75th anniversary, 
he flew a modern aircraft. At the 
end of the 1931 flight, Ted’s father 
donated his plane to the Ecuadorian 

Government teaching postal service 
pilots to fly the plane, thereby estab-
lishing the first airmail system over 
the Ecuadorian Andes. Theodore 
Edmonds Gildred, Ted, was atten-
tive to charities, as well. He donated 
the land to build a Boys and Girls 
Club and generously gave numer-
ous other charitable gifts. He and 
his wife, Heidi, donated a very large 
amount to help fund development of 
the Madison Valley Medical Center, 
the Scripps Institute, and the Jonas 
Salk Institute. Dr. Salk had been a 
dear friend of Ted.

Ted and a partner bought the 
sprawling 27,000-acre Sun Ranch 
near Yellowstone Park in the Mad-
ison Valley of Montana, significant-
ly improving it while preserving 
wildlife habitat. Years later, in the 
early 1990s, having sold the Sun 
Ranch, Ted created an award-win-
ning ranch community across the 
Madison River on 2,000 acres he 
had purchased shortly after buying 
the Sun Ranch. Sun West Ranch 
was ahead of its time in responsible 
development concept of extraordi-
nary lands, having selected discreet, 
ample acreage home-sites away 
from the river in order to preserve 
the pristine landscape. 1,600 of the 
2,000 acres is forever dedicated to 
open space. The development is so 
well designed that property owners 
and drivers-by do not see hidden 
homes within all the natural splen-
dor.

Ted never forgot how fortunate 
he was for his education. He under-
stood how it opens opportunities for 
people. Theodore Edmonds Gildred 
funded permanent professorship 
chairs at Stanford University and of 
U.S.-Mexican Relations at Universi-
ty of California San Diego. Ted also 
was a great supporter of the Stanford 
Greater Yellowstone Archaeologi-
cal Site Survey which concentrated 
mostly on the Madison Valley from 
Earthquake Lake to Cameron. His 
belief was that the archaeological 
record should be documented and 
preserved in order to curb develop-
ment in the valley.

All of these worldly accomplish-
ments and more filled one of the 
fullest and, in Ted’s mind, luckiest 
lives ever lived. But combined, they 
did not compare to the love he had 
for his family. Ted was preceded in 
death by his brother, Stuart. Ted is 
survived by the love of his life, his 
wife, Heidi Coppin Gildred. He is 
survived by his sisters, Lynne Gil-
dred of San Francisco and Helen 
Gildred of Marin County, CA. He 
is further survived by his children: 
Theodore Edmonds Gildred III of 
San Diego County, Jennifer Gildred 
Piper of Sonoma County, CA; Ed-
ward Gildred of Los Angeles; John 
Gildred of Los Gatos, CA; Tory Gil-
dred Hober of Seattle, WA; Stephen 
Gildred of Del Mar, CA; and Kim-
berly Dunn O’Neill of Atascadero, 
CA. Ted is also survived by his four 
grandchildren, Maximillian Gil-
dred, Joshua Gildred, Sara Gildred, 
and Harper Charlotte Hober as well 
as numerous nieces and nephews.  
At the end of the day, the love he had 
for each and all of these people was 
what mattered most to him. He loved 
each of them without qualification. 
He was indeed a busy man, an ex-
acting man, and at times a stern and 
proud man. But, as the dust settled, 
he was most sure and heartened that 
he loved and did it for them.

In lieu of flowers the family 
suggests a donation to the Madison 
Valley Medical Center Foundation 
in Ennis Montana or a charity of the 
donor’s choice.

Ted’s ashes will be lain under 
the south side of a pine tree in his 
beloved Madison Valley.

Theodore Edmonds Gildred
January 3, 2019

On Thursday, January 24th, 
2019, Ronald “Ronnie” “Rotten” 
“Raunch” Pack went to his eternal 
hunting cabin in the sky.

Ron was larger than life and 
setting records from the get-go, as 
he came barreling into Sheridan at 
a whopping 11 lbs. 1 oz. on Novem-
ber 26th, 1951. He was the third of 
four boys born to Elbert and Monty 
Pack. Growing up, his brothers Jer-
ry, John and Jeff accompanied Ron 
and their dad on many trips to the 
mountains -- usually on unbeliev-
ably bad roads in an old Jeep. This 
is where Ron’s life-long love for the 
Tobacco Roots began.

Ron spent his early years main-
ly getting into trouble. He had a 
penchant for mischief that contin-
ued throughout his life, as he was 
known for his love of a good practi-
cal joke. It also was not uncommon 
for his parents to get a call from 
local law enforcement.

Sports were a major part of 
Ron’s life as a youngster. Even 
though he was only 5’8” tall, he 
was a phenomenal athlete. He ex-
celled in baseball, basketball, foot-
ball and track. He held the Class 
‘C’ State record for the javelin for 
many many years. Ron always 
joked that he’d get so nervous be-
fore each event that Coach Kieck-
busch would pull him out of class 
beforehand -- just so he could puke. 
Otherwise, he would do it on the 
field.

After graduating from Sher-
idan High School in 1970, Ron 
moved to Kodiak, AK, where he 
spent the summer living with his 
brother, Jerry, and working on a 
garbage truck. He also grew his 
hair out that summer, believe it or 
not, and proudly boasted that he 
had to do his hair in “bales”. The 
man did have a head of hair!

When he returned home, Ron 
went to play football as a quarter-
back for Western Montana College, 
but only for a year. It wasn’t long 
after this that he started dating his 
old school mate and love of his life, 
Coleen Ward.

Ron and Coleen were married 
in June of 1973. They shared many 
adventures together in those early 
years, usually on unbelievably bad 
mountain roads in an old truck. 
They were blessed with three 
daughters, Amy, Sandra and Emi-
ly. Countless times, Ron was asked 
if he wished he’d had a son. He 
always replied, “I’ve got my girls. 
That’s all I need.” His family was 
everything to him, and he often 
said that not only were his wife and 
daughters his greatest accomplish-
ment, but that you had better not 
ever try to hurt them.

Ron adored his grandchildren 
to no end, and they adored him. 
Colette, Presley, Kendall and Sam-
uel were his heart. He was also 
extremely proud of his son-in-law 
Michael. He would do anything for 
them all. A better husband, dad, 
grandpa, and father-in-law simply 
did not exist.

The second of Ron’s greatest 
accomplishments was his con-
struction business. He was truly a 
gifted craftsman and mason. He 
was so proud of JDL Construction 
Co., and had such a hard time let-
ting go, even after its sale in 2017. 
After nearly forty years, JDL was 
his legacy, and Ron wanted it to be 
a continued success. Customer sat-
isfaction was so important to him, 
and he went out of his way to make 
that happen.

A true steward for his commu-
nity, Ron was involved in numerous 
organizations throughout the years. 
He was a founding member of the 
Ruby Valley Search and Rescue 
and Ambulance Service. He served 
several years on the Ruby Valley 
Swimming Pool Board, as well as 
the Sheridan School Board. Most 
recently, he was part of the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, where 
he is remembered as not only a 
board member, but an outstanding 
volunteer and consistent sponsor. 
Ron’s generosity was well-known. 
Whether a charitable organization, 
or the guy next door -- they could 
always count on Ron to help, finan-
cially or physically.

Anyone who knew Ron was 
well-aware of his passion for hunt-
ing. From an early age, he was 
hiking every inch of the Tobacco 
Roots, in search of that elusive 
bull elk. Not a year went by that 
Ron didn’t bag his bull -- even if 
it meant lassoing it and taking it 
down with a knife, because he was 
all out of shells. Yes, that really did 
happen.

The Pack family cabin was 

Ron’s source of inspiration. He so 
enjoyed his time there with fami-
ly and friends, and was constantly 
improving on it, until he finally 
had the perfect man cave. His Su-
per Bowl parties at the cabin were 
looked forward to by all!

Ron was undoubtedly a jack of 
all trades. When he wasn’t working 
or at the cabin, you could bet he 
was tinkering on his Jeep or 1977 
Chevy, mowing his lawn, feeding 
his horses, chilling with his cat, or 
watching his beloved New York 
Yankees with Coleen. The two of 
them spent their off time traveling 
around in search of the ultimate 
golf courses. He did love to play 
golf! When he was good, he was 
very good; when he was bad, he 
was horrid. 

To say that Ron Pack loved 
life is an understatement. He was 
everyone’s best friend, and ev-
eryone’s dad. A loving, generous, 
kind-hearted soul -- with the most 
amazing laugh and sense of humor. 
Ron was well-known for being 
truthful and trustworthy in all as-
pects of life. He wore his heart on 
his sleeve and was never ashamed 
to show his emotions. Such an 
amazing role model!

Ron loved the Ruby Valley and 
the people in it. He had an extra 
special bond with the older gen-
eration -- his patience and respect 
for his elders was unmatched. He 
always made sure to take care of 
the old folks. Everything from just 
checking in on them, to fixing their 
squeaky doors and vehicles, to 
teaching them how to parallel park!

Ron had so many dear friends 
here and throughout the North-
west. Everywhere we went, he 
knew someone. Everywhere. He 
had a nickname for everyone, and 
there was always a humorous story 
to go right along with it. You could 
always count on a long hard laugh 
when you were in his presence.

Ron loved his morning coffee 
with the guys, and an evening beer 
with those who wanted one. A bet-
ter storyteller was hard to find! No 
man worked harder, hiked further 
or loved stronger than Ron Pack. 
And, everyone knew to never ever 
walk downwind from him!

Ron is survived by his wife 
Coleen, his daughters Amy (Mi-
chael) Young of Sheridan, Sandra 
of Bozeman, and Emily of Spo-
kane, WA, his brothers Jerry (June) 
of Helena, John (Linda) of Ber-
tram, TX, and Jeff (Sandy) of Boi-
se, ID, his grandchildren Colette, 
Presley, Kendall and Samuel, and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents Elbert and Montana 
Pack, his father-in-law John Ward, 
and special close friends Bruce 
Pearson and Ted Darby. 

A viewing will be at K&L 
Mortuary in Sheridan on Thurs-
day, January 31st and Friday, Feb-
ruary 1st from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm. 
The family will be present to re-
ceive friends on Friday, from 4:00 
to 7:00 pm.

A memorial service will follow 
at a later date during the summer.

In lieu of flowers, please do as 
Ron would do and help someone 
in need. Donations can be made in 
his name to Sheridan Schools, The 
Ruby Valley Hospital or the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation.

Ronald Pack 
January 24th, 2019

–   Card of Thanks   –
We would like to thank everybody who lent a helping 
hand, condolences, phone calls and cards regarding the 
death and service of David Banks Sr.  We feel blessed and 
grateful to live in this community.

Family of David Banks Sr. 
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BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

• Desirable 1070± acre ranch
• Improved pasture--Bring the whole herd! 
• Plenty of corrals & a loafing shed

Michelle
Van Dyke 

broker
406.684.5686   

• 61± acres
• Close to the Lee Metcalf Wilderness area
• VIEWS VIEWS VIEWS!

Holly
Driskill 

sales associate
406.451.3527 

MUSTANG RANCHES | ENNIS
$350,000 | #324518

• 6± acres
• Beautiful mountain views
• Great building site

Jonathan
Nutt  managing broker

 406.599.4128 
LOT 185 VC RANCHES | ENNIS

$54,900 | #329400

• Newer 4bd/2.5ba upgraded home
• 11.98± acres Irrigated and fenced
• Landscaped yard, Agent owned

Dot
Merrill 

broker
 406.570.9067  

22 HAYFIELD LOOP TR | ENNIS
$549,900 | #320008

• 40± acres w/NO COVENANTS
• 3bd- 2ba home & multiple outbuildings 
• Horse Ready w/barn, corrals, arena, & more

Melinda
Merrill 

broker
406.596.4288   

• 20± acres
• Year round access w/views in all directions
• Sheep Creek trail-head & USFS access 1 mi away

Kristie
Vessey 

sales associate
406.580.1842 

SPORTSMANS PARADISE | CAMERON
$90,000 | #214873

• 10.74± acres
• Power & Phone to lot
• 6 miles from Ennis/ Madison River

Rikki
Dilschneider

broker
406.581.5155   

171 TWO BUMPS RD | ENNIS
$80,000 | #329358

670 N MEADOW CK RD | MCALLISTER
$1,495,000 | #321311

NEW LISTING

HORSE PROPERTIES

• 10 acres w/no covenants  
• Barn & corrals for your 4-legged friends!
• 1,440 sf, 3bd, 2ba home

Michelle
Van Dyke 

broker
406.684.5686  

500 BROWNS RIDGE RD | MELROSE
$285,000 | #329000

NORWEGIAN CK RANCH | HARRISON
$2,482,000 | #319723

NEW LISTING

David Albert Banks Sr. 65, 
passed away suddenly at his home in 
Twin Bridges, Mt on January 14th, 
2019.

David was born in Sheridan, 
MT to Bill and Stella Banks on Jan-
uary 1, 1954. David was the 6th of 11 
children. The Banks family ranched 
between Twin Bridges and Sheri-
dan. David graduated from Twin 
Bridges High School in 1972, then 
attended MSU Northern in Havre 
and received AAS Diesel Mechan-
ics. David then started his career 
with Missouri Valley Trails (bus 
line) as a mechanic, then pursued 
many careers such as drilling water 
wells, spraying urethane insulation, 
truck driving, ranching, and owned 
Twin Tire shop and tow truck in 
Twin Bridges. 

David was well known in the 

community. He enjoyed animals, 
family, hunting, and fishing.

He was proceeded in death by 
his parents and four brothers, Tom-
my, Kevin, Daryl, and Steve Banks.

David is survived by his siblings 
: Paul Banks, Mel and Peggy Banks, 
Brenda and Jeff Loucks, Linda 
(Banks) Davis, and Sharon and Jay 
Merritt.

He leaves behind his children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren : David and Amber Peterson 
and their son, Chris; Bill and Steph-
anie Banks and their three children 
Amber, Jason and Tyler; Patti and 
Joe Guarino and their three chil-
dren Lydia, Maddy, and Joey; Dave 
Jr. and Jolene Banks and their three 
children Jasmine, Lilly, and Johnny; 
Adam and Sierra Banks and their 
three children Gus, Charliee and 

baby boy; Luke and Katie Banks and 
their three children Jackson, Emma, 
Ethan. He also had two great-grand-
children, and Cody Atkins.

Cremation has already taken 
place.

David Albert Banks Sr.
January 14th, 2019

Oliver Calvin Smith was born 
April 20, 1926 and died January 
21, 2019, both at home on the ranch. 
He was the third son born to Sidney 
Frank and Opal Verna Booth Smith, 
following Sidney Frank Jr. and 
James Patrick, and was quickly fol-
lowed by three sisters: Juanita Lee, 
Virginia May, and Naomi Charlotte. 
The old log house in which he and 
his siblings were born was moved to 
Nevada City by Bovey Restorations 
where it still stands.

Growing up on a sheep ranch he 
learned to milk cows, tend chickens, 
split wood, handle teams of horses, 
and build enormous haystacks. At 
age 9, his first job away from the 
home ranch was camp jack on the 
Gravelly Range for his father, a job 
he kept each summer for four years. 
This job provided an almost steady 
diet of pack horses (some of which 
were very ornery), sheep, cooking, 
hunting stray sheep, dealing with 
coyotes and occasionally a bear.

His schooling began in Twin 
Bridges, where he graduated in 1945 
in a class of 15, 13 Girls and two 
boys. He attended Harding College 
(now University) in Searcy, Arkan-
sas.

Later he worked at Paige Lum-
ber Company in Twin Bridges; on 
an assembly line for General Elec-
tric in Erie, Pennsylvania; as an 
equipment foreman for Norris Cattle 
Co. in Florida; and upholstering air-
craft interiors at Meacham Field in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

It was in Texas that he met and 
married Edna Earl Pelton on June 
12, 1956, before returning to Twin 
Bridges to lease and finally buy the 
home ranch on which he was born.

In 1956 he and three others be-
gan making payments on a dude 
ranch. So began Bow and Arrow 
Bible Camp, later renamed Yellow-
stone Bible Camp, a place near and 
dear to many hearts across the na-
tion.

As ranches are rarely self-sup-
porting, Oliver designed and built 
from scratch loaders and hay load-
ing heads, did amazing welding and 
shop work, sold Oliver Tractors, and 
started Oliver Smith Irrigation. He 
was a mechanical genius and could 
design and build whatever was need-
ed. An electrician, he wired three-
phase pump motors, his shop and 
home. When operating equipment it 
was as if the machine was an exten-
sion of himself.

In the winter of 1984-85 he was 
blessed to safely backpack around 
the world with his very persuasive 
older daughter, and loved every min-
ute of it.

Oliver is the last of those known 
as “The Fly Boys” a local flying 
club.

He is survived by his wife, Edna, 
the love of his life and best friend for 
62 years; his sister, Virginia Holton; 
daughters Janice and Belinda; six 
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children; as well as a number of 
non-biological (claimed) grandchil-

dren and great-grandchildren.
He taught many lessons over the 

years at the Twin Bridges Church of 
Christ. He never believed this world 
just happened but believed with all 
his heart in the existence of a creator 
who revealed Himself in the Word 
of God. He believed our time here 
was to prepare for eternity, was con-
cerned for your soul, and was pre-
pared to discuss eternity with you.

Services will be held on Satur-
day February 2, 2019 at the K & L 
Mortuary in Twin Bridges at 10:30 
a.m.

Graveside services to follow at 
Twin Bridges Cemetery ending with 
a reception at the Twin Bridges Se-
nior Center. I am making a memory 
book for the great grandchildren. 

Please mail me all your stories 
so future generations can know Oli-
ver too. Thanks! Janice Harbor 2431 
Hwy. 41 South, Twin Bridges, MT 
59754

Oliver Calvin Smith
January 21, 2019

OBituaries

HELENA – “In order to ensure the continued 
growth of our economy and the creation of good 
paying jobs for Montanans,” said Governor Steve 
Bullock, on Tuesday, January 22, of his infrastruc-
ture proposal to the Montana Legislature, “we must 
make certain that our rural and urban communities 
have efficient and reliable infrastructure. The Leg-
islature should work with me to put shovels to dirt 
and build a future for Montana that our kids can 
live and raise their families in.”

Hearings begin January 22 in the House Joint 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Long-Range 
Planning on House Bill 14, proposed by Governor 
Bullock and carried by Representative Ryan Lynch.

HB 14 includes $160 million in bonding com-
ponents to support local and state infrastructure 
projects. Included in the package is the $44 million 
Delivering Local Assistance grant program that 
will allow local governments impacted by growth 
or decline associated with coal, oil, or gas develop-
ment to request grants to help alleviate infrastruc-
ture strains. 

Additionally, under the grant program, all ru-

ral local governments with the total population of 
the incorporated city, town or consolidated local 
government less than 20,000 persons are eligible to 
apply for broadband installation for infrastructure 
projects.

The estimated impacts to Montana’s economy 
from the public infrastructure investment funded 
by HB 14 include $266.2 million in total econom-
ic output, supporting a total of 1,858 jobs earning 
$94.4 million in labor income within the state.

Bullock proposed a total of $294 million invest-
ment in infrastructure financed through a responsi-
ble mix of cash and bonds, with the majority of the 
investment provided to projects in local communi-
ties throughout the state to the 2019 legislature. 

Under Governor Bullock’s tenure during the 
2013-2017 legislative sessions, nearly $300 million 
has been invested in local communities across the 
state and for the Montana University System to 
make infrastructure upgrades, helping to improve 
Montana’s infrastructure report card to a ‘C’ today 
up from a ‘C minus’ grade in 2014.

Gov. Bullock calls on legislature to help 
with his statewide infrastructure proposal

The dots on this map are where Gov. Bullock would like to see infrastructure projects 
take place. (Submitted)

By Shaylee Ragar, UM Community News Service
University of Montana School of Journalism

HELENA – The 66th Montana Legislature opened 
for business Jan. 7 and lawmakers spent much of the 
first week discussing what they hope to see for hot topic 
issues and bills, like public lands and Medicaid expan-
sion. 

After newly-elected Senators and Representatives 
were sworn in, the House voted on a temporary rules 
bill, which ultimately hedged off a battle among legis-
lators that had been escalating in weeks leading up to 
the session. 

The House rules are contentious because they have 
potential to greatly affect the way big bills like Med-
icaid expansion or infrastructure move through the 
Legislature.

Democrats proposed an amendment to rules last 
month that would have lowered the number of votes 
needed to “blast” a stalled bill out of committee to the 
full House for debate. Rep. Tom Woods, D-Bozeman, 
said requiring a 60-vote majority for blast motions 
“buried” the talent of the opposing party. 

“It’s like the head football coach of the Griz picking 
the starting lineup of the Cats,” Woods said in a com-
mittee hearing. 

The 60-vote majority has sometimes led to bills 
getting stuck in “kill committees” where majori-
ty leadership could send a bill to die due to inaction. 
Democrats wanted a rules change to make that a simple 
majority, or 51 votes, and gained support from some 
moderate Republicans in December. 

However, the moderates and GOP-conservatives 
were able to strike a deal before day one of the session 
and settled on a temporary rule mandating a 58-vote 
majority for a blast motion, the same number of Re-
publican representatives in the House. Those rules had 
a Friday expiration debate. 

On Thursday, the House of Representatives voted 
on HR 1 to enact the 58-vote majority rule. This is a 
compromise for conservatives. Another rule change 
mandates that a simple majority must approve changes 
to committee assignments, whereas before it was the 
solely the decision of the Speaker of the House. 

Medicaid bills take shape
Gov. Steve Bullock says he wants to shift the con-

versation on Medicaid expansion this legislative ses-
sion.

At a press conference early in the first week, Bull-
ock presented a study from the Montana Department 
of Revenue and the Department of Labor and Indus-
try to make a case for Medicaid expansion’s benefits 
to businesses and the economy since it passed in 2015.

“In almost three out of five businesses in our state, 
those businesses rely on Medicaid expansion to provide 
healthcare for some portion of their employees,” Bull-
ock said. 

In 2015, a group of moderate Republicans broke 
away from conservatives to expand Medicaid. The 

program requires re-authorization from the Legislature 
to continue. The program gets a majority of its fund-
ing from the federal government, leaving a portion for 
states to cover. Nearly 100,000 Montanans are now en-
rolled, which is more than originally predicted. 

Public Lands Rally fills Capitol
A vocal, overflowing crowd filled the Capitol ro-

tunda on Friday to show support for public lands. 
Specifically, the rally was to support keeping Mon-

tana’s public lands in federal management hands. In 
past legislative sessions, bills have been introduced 
calling for the transfer of federal public lands into state 
management. Opponents of transfer argue the state 
doesn’t have the resources to take on the task, and that 
it would make selling public lands into private owner-
ship easier. 

Gov. Steve Bullock said “that ain’t gonna happen” 
in a keynote address. 

The rally was organized by a number of groups, 
including the Montana Wilderness Association, Back-
country Hunters and Anglers and the Montana Wild-
life Society. 

Sen. Jon Tester made a surprise appearance and 
talked about efforts in Congress to protect federal 
management of public lands. He also criticized Repub-
licans for a party platform that supports transfer and 
Congress’ failure to renew the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund.

Sen. Jennifer Fielder, a Republican from Thomp-
son Falls, who has often supported the idea of state 
taking over public land management in an email said, 
“As more and more people realize that we can and must 
do better, more and more people are realizing that it 
is time to bring land management decisions closer to 
home – where they belong.” 

No bills have been drafted yet to allow manage-
ment to be transferred in Montana. 

Shaylee Ragar is a reporter with the UM Legisla-
tive News Service, a partnership of the University of 
Montana School of Journalism, the Montana Newspa-
per Association, shaylee.ragar@umontana.edu. 

House rules, Medicaid and public lands 
dominate first week of state legislature

The crowd lobbying to maintain public lands
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Current 3 Rivers customers know that fiber 
optics have been installed across our Virginia 
City exchange and have received information 
about getting hooked up to the new fiber 
network in the coming months. If you do not 
have 3 Rivers Internet, Voice or TV service 
but want to learn more, please call us at  
406-467-2535. 

Virginia City—Fiber is Here!

Melody Suesserman, 
Enrolled Agent

406-682-7769 •  Ennis  MT 59729
www.Rockinstax .com

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

dirt work, Property 
Improvement & Debris Removal.

A Licensed and Insured Contractor, 
covering Southwest Montana.

406-949-6070
A Division of Jeff Welborn Auctions,LLC

• Brush & land clearing. •  Stump removal. 
• Driveway grading and site prep. • Trail & landscape prep. 

•  Industrial & small pasture mowing. 
• Fuel loads/fire mitigation. 

• Landscape structures. • Late model, track machines for 
minimum impact.

Vigilante trail ventures.

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We are open for the 
WINTER SEASON!

Dinner
Thursday- Saturday 5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Sunday 9am to 2pm
Reservations are Recommended

Weekly Dinner Menus Available on 
Our Website!

Call Us at 684.5959 for More Information

Join Us For

At Twin Bridges middle school, Mrs. Degel’s sixth grade class is studying northern Africa and 
southeast Asia.  Last week, the students had a food fair to learn about the foods other cultures 
enjoy. The students served sweets like Saudi Arabian sugar balls and Syrian cookies, as well as 
dishes like Moroccan rice pilaf, Turkish vegetable salad, Lebanese kofta, Yemeni meatballs (with 
beef rather than the traditional camel), Israeli krembo, lu gaimat from the United Arab Emirates, 
and Egyptian halva. The tasty meal was enjoyed by the whole class.(Submitted) 

ENNIS – The Ennis Arts As-
sociation (EAA) met on Monday, 
January 7, at the library and decided 
several things:

• EAA’s 2019 has been set to of-
fer art scholarships, three art awards 
for the Science Fair, art awards for 
the Madison County Fair, donation 
of art tapes and books to the Mad-
ison Valley Public Library, money 
for the Art Mobile and Shakespeare 
in the Schools, and sponsoring the 
Madison Valley Arts Festival.

• The art association’s meeting 
day has changed from Tuesday to 
Monday at 10:30 a.m.

• The February program will 
include the film, “Loving Vincent” 
(PG-13), a free showing sponsored 
by EAA on Saturday, February 9, at 
the Madison Theatre, at 2 p.m. 

• The 24th Annual Madison 
Valley Arts Festival will be held Sat-
urday August 10, 2019 at Peter T’s 
Park on Main Street in Ennis. Ap-
plications for artists are available at 
ennisarts.org and are due by April 5. 

Ennis Arts 
Association 

news

TWIN BRIDGES –American 
Legion Post 31 of Twin Bridges is 
inviting the Ruby Valley commu-
nity to attend the American Legion 
Oratorical Scholarship Program’s 
“A Constitutional Speech Contest”, 
to be held on Wednesday February 
6, starting at 6 p.m. in the Montana 
Room of Twin Bridges School.

Students from Twin Bridges 
School will be presenting prepared 
and extemporaneous speeches re-
garding citizenship and the U.S. 
Constitution in a competition for a 
spot at district competitions, perhaps 
even  the national competition in In-
dianapolis.

The objective of the competition 
is to “instill a better knowledge and 
appreciation of the Constitution of 
the United States in high school stu-
dents”.

Students can register for the 
competition by contacting the school 
office at 684-5656.  The deadline for 
registration is February 1 and con-
testants are required to make their 
presentations in business attire.

The winner of the Twin Bridg-
es competition will receive a $100 
award which may be used to de-
fray travel expenses to the district 
competition.  There are prizes for 
2nd and 3rd places as well. District 
competition winners receive a $250 
award.

For more information visit 
www.legion.org/oratorical.

Twin Bridges
American Legion 

Oratorical Scholarship 
ContestWhere’s Melinda?

406.596.4288  |  MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

 © 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Melinda Merrill, Broker

Knowledge helps you make good decisions 
whether you are considering selling or buying!

Demand remains strong and inventory is low!

Please call or email me today for a 
FREE evaluation!

 You are also invited to explore the specifics 
of the current market, loan options, and the 

processes of Buying or Selling at a LUNCH and 
LEARN on Saturday, February 9th at the Ennis 

Town Hall.  Open Forum for questions from 11AM 
to 1PM.  Knowledge is powerful - come get your 

share!

The 2018 Statistics are in!

Happy Birthday 
TOBY WILKINS

THIS BEAUTIFUL YOUNG LADY 
IS TURNING 90! 

On Saturday, 
February 2, 2019 please 

join us for a birthday 
celebration at the 

Madison Valley Manor any 
time from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. 
Refreshments will be served. 

No gifts please - all 
she would love is your 

best wishes. 

Homemade Italian Food
Sunday, Feb 11, 5:30 - 8 p.m. 

the Ruby Hotel on Main St. in Sheridan
Gluten Free Available with a Reservation

Valentine’s Dinner
A TASTE OF ITALY

Reservations not required but appreciated.
Dine in or take out! For info and reservations, call: 842-7956

❤ Antipasto Platter
❤ Crisp mixed greens salad with Italian vinaigrette 

and freshly grated parmesan cheese
❤ Homemade Italian bread and choice of:

❤ eight layer beef and sausage béchamel lasagna or 
❤ eight layer chicken and mushroom alfredo lasagna

❤ Finish your meal with the famous dessert of Italy, Tiramisu!

$26/person ❤ Beer and wine available
Come enjoy a delicious meal and support Jackson’s Garden!

Jackson's Garden .qxp_Layout 1  1/27/18  12:50 PM  Page 1

Homemade Italian Dinner
Sunday, February 10, 5:30 - 8 p.m.

the Ruby Hotel on Main St. in Sheridan
Gluten Free Available with a Reservation

• Antipasto platter
• Crisp mixed greens salad with Italian vinaigrette 

and freshly grated parmesan cheese
• Homemade Italian bread and choice of:

• Eight layer beef and sausage bechamel lasagna or 
• Eight layer chicken and mushroom alfredo lasagna

• Finish your meal with the famous 
dessert of Italy, Tiramisu!

$26/person • Beer and wine available
Come enjoy a delicious meal and support Jackson’s Garden!

Reservations not required but appreciated.
Dine in or take out! For info and reservations, call: 842-7956
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Madison County 

January 20 - 26, 2019
D I S P AT C H

January 20 - Suspicious Circumstances on 
Kokanee Dr., McAllister; Accident on US Hwy 
287, MM 48, Ennis.

January 21 - Accident on MT Hwy 87, MM 9, 
Cameron; Coroner Call, Twin Bridges; Welfare 
Check on South Boulder Rd., Cardwell; Animal 
Complaint on Varney Rd., Ennis.

January 22 -Traffic Complaint on MT Hwy 
287, MM 8, Ennis; Wildlife Complaint on As-
ter Lane, Sheridan; Accident on MT Hwy 87, 
MM 4, Cameron; Suspicious Circumstances, 
S. Meadow Creek Rd., MM 5, McAllister; Fire 
Complaint on Ray Ln. & Beiler Ln., Sheridan; 
Welfare Check on Duck Ln., Alder; Suspicious 
Circumstances on US Hwy 287, MM 62, Norris.

January 23 - Medical Aid in 100 Blk Maxs 
Ln., McAllister; Wildlife Complaint in 100 Blk 
Jeffers Loop, Ennis; Accident on US Hwy 287, 
MM 10, Cameron; Medical Aid in 400 Blk MT 
Hwy 84, Norris; Accident on MT Hwy 84, MM 
7, Norris; Accident in 100 Blk Charles Ave., En-
nis.

January 24 - Medical Aid on Indian Creek 
Rd., Sheridan; Accident on US Hwy 287, MM 

57, McAllister; Accident on MT Hwy 287, MM 
13, Virginia City; Coroner Call, Sheridan; Ac-
cident on MT Hwy 87, MM 6, Cameron; Ac-
cident on MT Hwy 84, MM 11, Norris; Traffic 
Complaint on MT Hwy 287 & Forest Service 
Rd., Ennis; Animal Complaint on MT Hwy 287 
& Ramshorn Creek Rd., Sheridan; Abandoned 
Vehicle on Bayers Lane, Twin Bridges; Citizen 
Assist in 500 Blk Pony Rd., Pony; Suspicious 
Circumstances in 200 Blk S. Meadow Creek Rd., 
McAllister; Rescue on Willow Creek Rd., Alder.

January 25 - Fire Complaint in 500 Blk E. 
Poppleton St., Sheridan; Welfare Check on Stea-
rman Lane, Ennis; Welfare Check in 100 Blk 
W. Main St., Ennis; Medical Aid on US Hwy 
287, MM 49, Ennis; Rescue in Bell Lake Area, 
Pony; Vandalism/Criminal Mischief in 100 Blk 
E. Hamilton St., Sheridan; Accident in 200 Blk 
Charles Ave., Ennis; Welfare Check on Rainbow 
Loop Dr., McAllister; Wildlife Complaint on US 
Hwy 287, MM 75, Harrison; Traffic Complaint 
on MT Hwy 287, MM 15, Virginia City.

January 26 - Medical Aid in 100 Blk Maxs 
Lane, McAllister; Wildlife Complaint in 200 
Blk Boundary St., Sheridan; DUI in 100 Blk W. 
Main St., Ennis.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Pet of the Week

What? You are not coming to see me? Why not? Someone else 
catch your eye? Don’t see why you’d look elsewhere. I mean 

I’m loving, playful, sweet, get along with my brothers, etc. etc. I’m 
a good girl, use my litterbox, love my canned treat in the mornings. 
[Sometimes I try and steal my brothers’ treats.] I’m spayed, tested 
negative for FIV/FeLV and up to date on my 
shots.  Please oh purrrty please call Misty 
at 439-1405 and come soon.  Longingly, 
Bernadette

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Bernadette

McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan
Bulk fuel delivery in Madison 

& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**fi shing licenses, bait & tackle**

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office respond-
ed to 81 Calls for Service 
from Jan 20 - Jan 26, 2019. 

Student 
of the 
Week

Kris Poirier is a sixth 
grader at Twin Bridges 
School.  Kris is not 

only a great student, but a 
fantastic classmate as well. 
He has a great work ethic, 
and is fun to be around.   He 
helps out his classmates and 
works collaboritvely with his 
teammates on group projects.  

Kris is incredibly creative as he works in the Project Lead the Way 
coursework creating an innovative toy for children with disabilities 
with his group.  Kris is a terrific role model for the younger 
students in Twin Bridges, and we are inspired by his leadership, and 
integrity in all that he does.

We are proud of YOU!

2325 Hwy 287  •  406-842-5679

Propane
Hunting & Fishing Supplies 

Hunting Licenses

NORRIS – Norris Hot 
Springs musical lineup for Feb-
ruary, includes the following art-
ists:

• Friday, February 1 – Chad  
Ball and Sarah Crossman are a 
guitar/violin folk duo, known 
as The Restless Pines, teaming 
up to play original folk / roots / 
Americana music. 

• Saturday, February 2 – Lang 
Termes has been playing profes-
sionally most of his life. His vo-
cal style ranges from mellow folk 
ballads to growling boogie blues. 
Lang’s style of song writing, 
both original music and lyrics, 
comes deep from the heart, or in 
some cases, bubbles up from his 
whimsical sense of irony. 

• Sunday, February 3 – Wolf  
& The Moons is an Americana/
Bluegrass band based out of 
Missoula, MT. Their rich 3-part 
harmonies and extensive mix of 
originals and covers make them 
a unique and entertaining expe-
rience.

• Friday, February 8 –Dan 
Henry is a one-man-band playing 
guitar, harmonica, and vocals. 
He’s driven with a blues influ-
ence but covers a wide range of 
music from folk to rock and reg-
gae and so much more, including 
original songs. He’s a born and 
raised Montanan from the capital 
city of Helena.

• Saturday, February 9 –Todd 
Green from Three Forks plays 

acoustic guitar and sings 60’s, 
70’s and 80’s rock classics. You’ll 
hear favorites from America, 
The Eagles to David Bowie and 
Pink Floyd and everything in be-
tween.

• Sunday, February 10 – Tom 
Catmull has been writing, re-
cording, performing, eating and 
breathing music for about 15 
years. The style of his music usu-
ally lands somewhere between 
the blurred lines of country, 
country swing, pop and folk.

• Friday, February 15 – Leah 
Woods, an Upstate New York na-
tive is an indie/folk & soul artist 
whose compositions are rawly 
inspired by constant search for 
adventure and striving to create 
positive change. 

• Saturday, February 16 – 
Billings-based singer/songwriter 
Jessica Lechner has been playing 
music around Montana for many 
years. Bringing a folk sound 
that is driven by genuine, honest 
original songs as well as a few 
covers from acts such as Grace 
Potter and the Beatles, Lechner 
is an amazing performer. 

• Sunday, February 17 – The 
March Divide is the solo acous-
tic project of Jared Putnam. A 
prolific songwriter, he has gar-
nered significant attention over 
the years, even including having 
several songs featured interna-
tionally on television shows and 
commercials. 

• Friday, February 22 – Solo 
Performer Jacob Rountree will 
perform original ambient indie 
rock with a focus on meaningful 
lyrics. 

• Saturday, February 23 – 
Logan Dudding is a Butte res-
ident, known for his work with 
the Chad Ball Band and the Red 
Mountain Band as a percussion-
ist. Now honing his guitar skills, 
he’s enjoying solo acoustic per-
formers while he covers favor-
ite songs and crafts his original 
songs.

• Sunday, February 24 – 
Mountain-Reggae gypsy infused 
soul band, Cole & The Thornes 
of Bozeman are an eclectic funky 
group with uplifting energy.

Norris Hot Springs music features a little bit of everything

Lang Termes

HELENA. – The Montana Department of Reve-
nue will open the state Individual Income Tax filing 
season on Monday, January 28, 2019.

“We encourage Montanans to get started early 
with their returns, and to file electronically,” said 
Montana Department of Revenue Director Gene 
Walborn. “E-filing is the easiest and most secure 
way to file your returns and the best way to get your 
refund as quickly as possible.”

Nearly 90 percent of Montanans already file 
electronically. Tax software providers and tax 
professionals will be accepting and preparing tax 
returns before January 28, and will submit those 
returns when the IRS and state systems open.

Montana filers should allow up to 90 days to re-
ceive their refunds.

Free and low-cost help is available for Montan-
ans who qualify, with tax help events in dozens of 
communities across the state.

Taxpayers will see a few changes this year.
• For those who file on paper, the federal Form 

1040EZ has been discontinued, and with that 

change the corresponding Montana Form 2EZ 
is also discontinued. Filers who would have used 
form 2EZ can now file just the first page of the new, 
streamlined Form 2.

• Copies of the 1099-G form will not be mailed. 
This form documents payments from Montana, 
such as income tax refunds, for use in federal re-
turns. Starting this year, filers can find the informa-
tion online at Get1099.mt.gov.

• The former separate paper form for the Elderly 
Homeowner/Renter Tax Credit (Form 2EC) is now 
included in Form 2. Those with no obligation to file 
can still claim the credit online at tap.dor.mt.gov, or 
on Form 2, using just Pages 1 and 9.

The department also urges those filing a Mon-
tana return for the first time to keep their mailing 
address current with the department to avoid possi-
ble delays in receiving their refunds. Visit revenue.
mt.gov or call (406) 444-6900 for more informa-
tion.

Tax returns must be filed by April 15.

Ughhh… State income tax filing 
season starts January 28
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Snow showers. High 31, low 12. 
Winds NW 6 mph, 50 percent 
chance of precipitation.

“Each person 
must live their 
life as a model for 
others.”

Rosa 
Parks

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

AM snow showers. High 20, low 
9, Winds W 6 mph, 40 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Cloudy. High 43, low 20. Winds 
SSW 6 mph, 20 percent chance of 
precipitation.

Mostly cloudy. High 41, low 27. 
Winds S 9 mph, 0 percent chance 
of precipitation.

Partly cloudy. High 39, low 20. 
Winds S 7 mph, 0 percent chance 
of precipitation.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Monday and Wednesday 11 to 2 and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 11 to 7
108 N. Main Street.  |  Sheridan, MT  |  842-7999

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,
Tile Installers, Masons, Welders and 

Cabinet  Builders.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher

Skilled in lacquer and 
other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T 
R O U N D U P

The Madison County District Court only scheduled 
one criminal hearing for the week of January 28:

• Dustin Dale Bock is charged with three felonies 
and a misdemeanor stemming from events occurring in 
September 2017. Bock is charged with sexual intercourse 
without consent, a charge brought by an acquaintance 
who alleges that Bock had non-consensual sex with her 
while she was asleep. Bock also faces two felony charges 
of tampering with witnesses or informants for alleged-
ly attempting to stop his accuser from calling the police, 
and to discourage a witness from coming forward, both 
via text messages. Bock’s texts to the witness allegedly 
included threats of violence. Bock is also charged with 
misdemeanor attempted sexual assault. The same ac-
quaintance who accused Bock of raping her alleged that 
he had touched her and attempted to slide his hand up her 
leg after she had expressed her lack of consent by moving 
his hand away. 

Over the past weeks, the court has seen developments 
in several other cases:

• Robert Frank Baker, Jr. pleaded guilty on January 14 
to four counts of felony burglary after allegedly entering 
three different properties in March of 2018 and stealing 
items ranging from rifle ammunition and knives to chain-
saws, binoculars and power tools. He awaits sentencing.

• Steven Michael Jones is charged with a fourth or 
subsequent DUI, a felony, as well as three misdemeanors: 
driving with a suspended or revoked license, failure to 
carry or exhibit proof of liability insurance and leaving 
the scene of an accident without law enforcement permis-
sion. Jones was stopped in December after he allegedly 
hit another vehicle while under the influence of alcohol. 
Jones pleaded not guilty to all charges on January 14.

• Craig Wesley Sibson pleaded guilty to felony crim-
inal endangerment on January 14 after allegedly firing a 
weapon in the direction of a man at his car with his two 
small children in March of 2018. Sibson allegedly told 
law enforcement he didn’t know anyone was there when 
he fired the weapon out of a moving vehicle.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
U.S. Senator Steve Daines was 
recognized for his bipartisan 
leadership and effectiveness in 
the 115th Congress recently. 

According to GovTrack, an 
independent entity, in the 115th 
Congress, Daines had the most 
bills that became law in the Mon-
tana Delegation and in the 2014 
elected class of U.S. Senators. 

Daines was also recognized 

as having the most bipartisan 
bills and resolutions in the Mon-
tana Delegation and his class.

“Working across the aisle for 
Montanans and this nation has 
always been a priority of mine,” 
Daines said.

Daines was also named Lead-
ing Bipartisan Senator last Con-
gress by The Lugar Center and 
the Georgetown University Mc-
Court School of Public Policy.

Daines lauded most effective, bipartisan
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Smart Stand-Up

up next: TIG NOTARO

Get Tickets @ warrenmillerpac.org

ENNIS — In his years as a 
wildlife and nature photogra-
pher, Tim Irwin has encoun-
tered grizzly bears, black bears, 
rattlesnakes and all manner of 
dangerous critters. His special-
ty as a photographer is deer—
particularly whitetails and mule 
deer. 

Irwin moved to Montana 
in 1999 after a newspaper and 
magazine career that began in 
Pennsylvania. He’s traveled 
the world on photography as-
signments and worked with 
hundreds of writers and pho-
tographers and dozens of publi-
cations. 

Some of his favorite trips 
have been to Sonora, Mexico, 
home to some of the world’s 
largest mule deer. He’s been 
there three times in his career, 
the most recent in October of 
2018. But that trip was almost 
his last, and he barely made it 
home.

The culprit?
Bees.
“I had never felt in any way, 

shape or form threatened or 
unsafe there,” says Irwin. “It’s 
remote, which is one of the rea-
sons it’s so safe.”

Of all the animal dangers 
he’s encountered, bees were one 
of the last threats he expected.

Irwin’s trip began on Octo-
ber 24. After two days of ac-
climating to the weather of the 
Sonoran Desert, he saw a herd 
of bighorn sheep uphill from 
the lodge where he was staying 
with his guides. Giving the par-
ty a heads up to his intentions, 
he climbed up the hill to shoot 
some photographs, both of the 
sheep and the surrounding land-
scape from a new angle. 

He climbed about 600 yards, 
conscious all the while of a per-
sistent bee buzzing around his 
head. 

“I kept waving it away; I 
didn’t want to kill it,” he says. 
“But finally, after about 10 min-
utes buzzing around, he landed 
between my eyes and stung me.” 
Instinctively, he reached up and 
swatted it. And that was all it 
took.

“Within about three seconds, 
it was like someone had thrown 
a blanket of bees on top of me,” 
he remembers. “Then my brain 
went off and I thought ‘I’m in 
trouble here.’”

Too far from the lodge to be 
heard and several hundred yards 
up a steep slope of rock and 
scree, his only choice was to be-
gin trying to descend the slope 
to the road below. Slipping and 
sliding, covered head to toe in 
bees, he made it about 50 yards 
before losing consciousness.

“They were concentrating 
on my face and head, but I had 
them under my shirt and up my 
shorts,” Irwin says. “I have no 
idea how long I was out, but 
when I came to again, I was still 
just covered with bees.”

He had to use his hands 
to scoop fistfuls of bees from 
around his eyes and mouth, 
staggering and sliding down 
the mountain using willpower 
alone. As far as he can remem-
ber, he passed out at least one 
more time before reaching the 
road. At one point, somewhere 

on the slope, he slipped and 
landed on his camera equip-
ment, damaging the expensive 
equipment and leaving it behind 
on the rocks.

“I just willed myself on,” 
he says. “I just told myself, you 
don’t want to die here. I knew I 
didn’t want to go out this way.”

The swarm was a particu-
larly aggressive type of Afri-
canized bees. Crossbred with 
a native strain several decades 
ago, the bees were the result of 
an attempt to promote resilience 
against viruses and hive col-
lapse. The resulting crossbred 
bees ended up slightly smaller 
than native Central American 
varieties, but considerably more 
aggressive and tenacious.

When Irwin reached the 
road, eyes swollen nearly shut 
and bees continuing to swarm 
every inch of him they could 
reach, Irwin crawled nearly 
a quarter mile before coming 
into earshot of his party at the 
lodge. The guides who raced out 
to help him took one look and 
turned ghost white.

A bloody, scraped and stung, 
swollen and barely coherent 
Irwin was taken back into the 
lodge while the guides called 
a helicopter. As it turns out 
the only available aircraft was 
busy dealing with a severe traf-
fic accident. In desperation, the 
guides loaded Irwin into the 
back of a pickup truck and took 
off down the dirt roads leading 
to the nearest hospital about 
an hour away. That ride was as 
much torture as anything else, 
he remembers.

Finally, they arrived at the 
hospital, Irwin still slipping in 
and out of consciousness.

“The whole time, I could still 
hear bees,” he says. “The nurse 
reaches into my ear canal and 
pulls two live bees out of one 

ear, and one out of the other.”
The nurses administered a 

heavy dosage of antihistamines, 
but Irwin’s condition was still 
severe enough that they couldn’t 
be sure he’d make it. They asked 
if he wanted a priest.

“That’s never what you want 
to hear,” he laughs. He politely 
declined the priest offer.

For the next two hours, hos-
pital staff pulled bee stingers 
out of Irwin’s body. The official 
count, he says, was 507, but that 
doesn’t include the ones inside 
his mouth and nose and embed-
ded in his scalp.

Foggy from antihistamines 
and bee toxins, Irwin could 
barely utter a sentence or two 
before continuing to drift in and 
out of consciousness, remain-
ing muddled and confused. He 
remained in the intensive care 
unit in Sonora for two days, then 
spent another two in non-criti-
cal care. After four days, he was 
driven to Tucson and put on a 
plane home.

For several weeks Irwin 
continued to find the occasion-
al stinger embedded under his 
skin. He’s done some research, 
and from what he can tell, it 
takes around 700 stings to kill 
a man, provided an existing bee 
allergy doesn’t do the job first. 
Irwin thinks he was dangerous-
ly close to that threshold.

“When I go in the backcoun-
try I’m always prepared; en-
counters with animals are just 
part of the job,” he says. “But if 
you get attacked by a bear or a 
snake, the incident is over and 

then you deal with it. With the 
bees, it was like being on fire. 
And I couldn’t put the fire out.”

A few weeks after return-
ing home, he developed a deep, 
aching cough. On getting a 
doctor’s opinion, he found that 
he’d inhaled several bees during 
the onslaught. He had to get his 
left lung flushed to remove the 
dead insects. He didn’t finally 
feel like himself again until two 
months after returning home.

But even after such an or-
deal, Irwin has no intentions of 
letting the incident discourage 
him from what he loves to do. 
As far as he’s concerned, a bee 
attack is most likely a once-in-
a-lifetime occurrence. 

“It’s one of the most beauti-
ful places on Earth, one of the 
quietest places I’ve ever been,” 
he says. “It really was a fluke. I 
can’t wait to go back to Sonora.”

‘You don’t want to die here’
Tim Irwin traveled to Mexico to

photograph mule deer... 
he almost didn’t return home

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Wildlife photographer 
Tim Irwin

BELOW & RIGHT – A few of the 
wildlife photos Tim Irwin went 
to Mexico for. Irwin is best 
known for his photography of 
mule deer, of which some of 
the world’s largest specimens 
live in Sonora, Mexico. But on 
his latest trip, deer weren’t Ir-
win’s focus: his endeavor was 
cut short after he was attacked 
by a swarm of Africanized bees. 
(Tim Irwin)

ENNIS—Lentils aren’t a particularly glamorous legume, but piz-
za is something everyone likes. So, students at Ennis Schools used 
January’s Harvest of the Month to learn more about lentils, trans-
forming them into pizzas that might turn even the most determined 
skeptic into a lentil eater.

Food and culinary science teacher Jamie Diehl led elementary 
students in the newest segment of Montana’s Harvest of the Month 
program, the brainchild of members of Montana State University’s 
Food and Health lab designed to help Montana’s students learn about 
the crops that are grown all around them, and how to use them.

Lentils are an appropriate choice, since Montana produces more 
lentils than any other state in America. The Treasure State is respon-
sible for nearly 40 percent of all of the country’s lentils, and some 
farmers are implementing groundbreaking science that utilizes the 
lentil’s classification as a pulse crop to make environmental and ag-
ricultural practices healthier by utilizing fewer pesticides and fertil-
izers in their fields.

The growing of lentils began in the northwestern part of the state 
but spread to over 10,000 acres as their potential as an alternative 
crop was realized. Many farmers began using them as rotational 
crops between seasons of their primary crops to replenish nutrients 
in the soil.

A member of the same family as peanuts, chickpeas, beans and 
peas, lentils use a unique biological system to inject nitrogen into the 
soil in which they grow. 

Most plants suck nitrogen out of their soil, which is why nitrogen 
is a key ingredient in many fertilizers. But the nitrogen-producing 
qualities of pulse crops means they can take the place of fertilizers 
if used as rotational crops between growing seasons of things like 
wheat or corn.

While replenishing the soil, the rotational growing practice also 
helps to keep problem weeds from getting a strong hold on fields, and 
helps to disrupt cycles of crop diseases and mold.

Like many pulse crops, lentils are especially winter-friendly since 
they can be dried and preserved for months at a time, reconstituted in 
soups, stews, risotto, chili and salads. 

They’re a good option for people seeking a non-meat source of 
protein, a nutrient that makes up over 25 percent of a lentil’s mass. 
They pack iron—something many vegetarians find notoriously hard 
to get enough of—B vitamins, magnesium and potassium, making 
them one of the most diversely nutritious, providing benefits to heart 
health and immune systems and reducing cancer risk.

On Thursday, January 24, Diehl led students in a lunchtime 
preparation of Pulse Pita Pizzas. Cooked red lentils were combined 
with olive oil, tomato paste and spices to make a flavorful pizza 
sauce that would food most pizza lovers into thinking it was much 
unhealthier than it really was. 

Dolloped on top of pita bread with mozzarella cheese and pep-
peroni, they made for a healthy snack that did double duty, teaching 
students in a hands-on way about where their food comes from and 
providing a real-life example of the importance of Montana’s agri-
cultural businesses.

Recipe on Page B 9

–   Harvest of the Month   –

Lentils
Ennis students transform one of 

Montana’s highest produced crops

Reagan Colyer
news@madisoniannews.com

Above - Students work to prepare lentils (J. Diehl)



We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

health & Wellness

The Physical Therapy Department at the Ruby Valley Medical Center
has expanded their gym with an extensive
line-up of new equipment for all your 
therapeutic needs!

The Physical Therapy Department at the Ruby Valley Medical Center
has expanded their gym with an extensive
line-up of new equipment for all your 
therapeutic needs!

Cindy Crismore
Receptionist

Jessi Kleinsasser, DPT

Kristen Tezak, DPT

Jami Kraai, MPT
Department Director

WASHINGTON D.C. – 
America’s teens report a dra-
matic increase in their use of 
vaping devices in just a single 
year, with 37.3 percent of 12th 
graders reporting “any vap-
ing” in the past 12 months, 
compared to just 27.8 percent 
in 2017. These findings come 
from the 2018 Monitoring the 
Future (MTF) survey of a na-
tionally representative sample 
of eighth, 10th and 12th graders 
in schools nationwide, funded 
by a government grant to the 
University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor. The annual results were 
announced today by the direc-
tor of the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse (NIDA), part of the 
National Institutes of Health, 
along with the scientists who 
lead the research team.

Reported use of vaping nic-
otine specifically in the 30 days 
prior to the survey nearly dou-
bled among high school seniors 
from 11 percent in 2017 to 20.9 
percent in 2018. More than 1 in 
10 eighth graders (10.9 percent) 
say they vaped nicotine in the 
past year, and use is up signifi-
cantly in virtually all vaping 
measures among eighth, 10th 
and 12th graders. Reports of 
past year marijuana vaping also 
increased this year, at 13.1 per-
cent for 12th graders, up from 
9.5 percent last year.

“Teens are clearly attracted 
to the marketable technology 
and f lavorings seen in vaping 
devices; however, it is urgent 
that teens understand the pos-
sible effects of vaping on over-
all health; the development of 
the teen brain; and the poten-
tial for addiction,” said Nora 
D. Volkow, M.D., director of 
NIDA. “Research tells us that 
teens who vape may be at risk 
for transitioning to regular cig-
arettes, so while we have cele-
brated our success in lowering 
their rates of tobacco use in 
recent years, we must continue 
aggressive educational efforts 
on all products containing nic-
otine.”

The percent of 12th graders 
who say they vaped “just f la-
voring” in the past year also in-
creased to 25.7 percent in 2018 
from 20.6 percent in 2017. How-
ever, it is unclear if teens know 
what is in the vaping devices 
they are using, since the most 

popular devices do not have 
nicotine-free options, and some 
labeling has been shown to be 
inaccurate. There was also a 
significant jump in perceived 
availability of vaping devices 
and liquids in eighth and 10th 
graders, with 45.7 percent and 
66.6 percent, respectively, say-
ing the devices are “fairly easy” 
or “very easy” to get.

There is more information 
on the survey’s vaping find-
ings in this week’s issue of The 
New England Journal of Med-
icine. In a letter to the editor 
written by Dr. Richard Miech, 
the MTF study team lead. Dr. 
Miech points out that the one-
year increases in the prevalence 
of nicotine vaping translate into 
approximately 1.3 million addi-
tional adolescents who vaped in 
2018, as compared with 2017. 
The increase in vaping rates 
between 2017-2018 also aligns 
with the recently released CDC/
FDA government funded Na-
tional Youth Tobacco Survey.

Tobacco
This year’s survey shows 

regular tobacco is still at its 
lowest point in the survey since 
it began measuring it, with only 
3.6 percent of high school se-
niors smoking daily, compared 
to 22.4 percent two decades 
ago. Smoking tobacco with a 
hookah is significantly low-
er than five years ago, at 7.8 
percent in the past year among 
high school seniors, compared 
to 21.4 percent in 2013.

Opioids
The alarming news about 

vaping is in sharp contrast to 
the good news about teenage 
opioid use. The past year use 
of narcotics other than heroin 
(i.e., prescription opioids) is at 
3.4 percent among 12th grad-
ers—a significant change from 
4.2 percent in 2017. Only 1.7 
percent of high school seniors 
report misuse of Vicodin in the 
past year, compared to a peak 
of 10.5 percent 15 years ago. It 
is also important to note that 
heroin use in all three grades 
remains very low with only 0.4 
percent of 12th graders report-
ing past year use.

“With illicit opioid use at 
generally the lowest in the his-
tory of the survey, it is possible 
that being in high school offers 
a protective effect against opi-
oid misuse and addiction,” said 
Dr. Volkow. “We will be focus-
ing much of our new prevention 
research on the period of time 
when teens transition out of 
school into the adult world and 
become exposed to the danger-
ous use of these drugs.”

Marijuana and Other 
Drugs

Close to 1 in 4 high school 
seniors report use of an illicit 
drug in the past month, led by 
marijuana use. Rates of overall 
marijuana use are steady, with 
5.8 percent of 12th graders re-
porting daily use. Daily use of 
marijuana has been reported 

by high school seniors for the 
past 20 years at somewhere be-
tween 5.0 and 6.6 percent. Past 
year rates of marijuana use are 
generally steady among sopho-
mores and seniors, showing as 
27.5 percent for 10th graders 
and 35.9 percent for 12th grad-
ers. However, there is a sig-
nificant five-year drop among 
eighth graders—from 12.7 
percent in 2013 to 10.5 percent 
in 2018. There continues to be 
more 12th graders who report 
using marijuana every day than 
smoking cigarettes (5.8 percent 
vs. 3.6 percent) and only 26.7 
percent of 12th graders think 
regular marijuana use offers 
great risk of harm.

Other illicit drugs, includ-
ing cocaine, synthetic cannabi-
noids, and MDMA remain close 
to historic lows. Inhalants, the 
only drug category that is usu-
ally higher among younger 
teens, is reported at 4.6 among 
eighth graders, compared to a 
peak of 12.8 percent in 1995.

Alcohol
There is positive news re-

lated to teen drinking with just 
17.5 percent of 12th graders 
saying they have been drunk 
in the past 30 days, down sig-
nificantly from five years ago, 
when it was reported at 26 per-
cent. Reports of binge drink-
ing (five or more drinks in a 
row in the past two weeks) is 
down significantly among 12th 
graders, at 13.8 percent—down 
from 16.6 percent in 2017, and 
compared to 31.5 percent when 
the rates peaked in 1998. These 
findings represent the lowest 
rates seen for these alcohol 
measures since the survey be-
gan asking the questions.

“We are encouraged to see 
continued declines in a vari-
ety of measures of underage 
alcohol use,” said George F. 
Koob, Ph.D., director of the 
National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism. “The 
new data, however, underscore 
that far too many young people 
continue to drink at a time in 
their lives when their brains 
and bodies are quite vulnerable 
to alcohol-related harms. We 
remain committed to develop-
ing and improving strategies 
to prevent the onset of drink-
ing among youth, so that more 
young people can be spared the 
consequences of alcohol mis-
use.”

The MTF survey releases 
findings the same year the data 
is collected. It has been con-
ducted by researchers at the 
University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor since 1975.

Overall, 44,482 students 
from 392 public and private 
schools participated in this 
year’s MTF survey. Since 1975, 
the survey has measured drug, 
alcohol, and cigarette use and 
related attitudes in 12th grad-
ers nationwide. Eighth and 10th 
graders were added to the sur-
vey in 1991. Survey participants 
generally report their drug use 
behaviors across three-time pe-
riods: lifetime, past year, and 
past month. NIDA has provid-
ed grant funding for the sur-
vey since its inception. MTF 
is funded under grant number 
DA001411. Additional infor-
mation on the MTF Survey can 
be found at www.drugabuse.
gov/drugpages/MTF.html. The 
University of Michigan press 
release can be found at http://
monitoringthefuture.org(link is 
external).

MTF is one of three major 
surveys supported by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services that provide data 
on substance use among youth. 
The others are the National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health 
and the Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey.

The National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health, support-
ed by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Admin-
istration, is the primary source 
of statistical information on 
substance use in the U.S. pop-
ulation 12 years of age and old-
er. More information is avail-
able at: http://www.samhsa.
gov/data /population-data-ns-
duh(link is external).

The Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey, part of HHS’s Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s Youth Risk Be-
havior Surveillance System, 
is a school–based survey that 
collects data from students 
in grades nine–12. The sur-
vey includes questions on a 
wide variety of health-related 
risk behaviors, including sub-
stance abuse. More informa-
tion is available at www.cdc.
gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/index.
htm(link is external). Addition-
ally, the National Youth Tobac-
co Survey, a school-based sur-
vey of U.S. students in grades 
six–12 conducted by the CDC 
in collaboration with the Food 
and Drug Administration, col-
lects data on the use of multi-
ple tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes. More information 
is available at www.cdc.gov/to-
bacco/data_statistics/surveys/
NYTS/(link is external).

Follow MTF 2018 news on 
Twitter at @NIDANews(link 
is external) or join the conver-
sation by using: #MTF2018. 
Additional survey results can 
be found at www.hhs.gov/
news(link is external). Infor-
mation on all the surveyed 
drugs can be found on NIDA’s 
Web site: www.drugabuse.gov.

The National Institute on 
Drug Abuse (NIDA) is a com-
ponent of the National Insti-
tutes of Health, U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services. NIDA supports most 
of the world’s research on the 
health aspects of drug abuse 
and addiction. 

The Institute carries out a 
large variety of programs to in-
form policy and improve prac-
tice.

Fact sheets on the health 
effects of drugs of abuse and 
information on NIDA research 
and other activities can be 
found at http://www.drugabuse.
gov, which is now compatible 
with your smartphone, iPad or 
tablet.

About the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH): NIH, the 
nation’s medical research agen-
cy, includes 27 Institutes and 
Centers and is a component of 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. NIH is 
the primary federal agency 
conducting and supporting ba-
sic, clinical, and translational 
medical research, and is inves-
tigating the causes, treatments, 
and cures for both common and 
rare diseases. For more infor-
mation about NIH and its pro-
grams, visit www.nih.gov.

Record number of teens vaping
Opiod misue at record lows 

with marijuana use remaining stable

When you buy a new car, 
you get an owner’s manual 
that tells you when to get the 
oil changed, how much air 
to put in the tires, and when 
to get the brakes repaired, 
among other important de-
tails about routine mainte-
nance.

When it comes to our 
teeth, though, we aren’t al-
ways as conscientious about 
following maintenance 
schedules – and our oral 
health suffers as a result.

“Every child and most 
adults should be given an 
operator’s manual for dental 
care,” says Dr. Ami Barakat, 
a dentist and author of Per-
fecting Smiles, Changing 
Lives(www.villanovadental.
com).  “Too many people 
have no idea how to maintain 
good dental health.”

It makes a significant 
difference when they do, he 
says. For example, parents 
who have a history of good 
dental care usually pass that 
knowledge on to their chil-
dren.  But unfortunately, 
Barakat says, parents with 
little or no knowledge of the 
proper way to care for their 
teeth and gums don’t have 
good habits to pass on – so 
the cycle repeats generation 
after generation.

If there were an owner’s 
manual for dental care, here 
are a few things Barakat be-
lieves it should include:

• Basic routine mainte-
nance.  Everybody has heard 
about brushing and f lossing, 
but not enough people actu-
ally f loss or know the proper 
way to do it.  The four most 
common f lossing mistakes 
are f lossing too often, mov-
ing too quickly, missing both 
sides of the tooth and quitting 
at the sign of bleeding gums.

• It’s not just the mouth. 
Too many people think den-
tists worry only about cavi-
ties and the smile.  In reality, 
the mouth can be linked to 
back injuries, neck injuries, 
headaches and a host of other 
issues.

• Easy fixes.  Just as keep-
ing tires properly inf lated is 
an easy fix that will prevent 
big problems , dentists have 

a few of those too.  Easy, 
quick and comparatively 
cheap fixes are available for 
chipped teeth, cavities, sensi-
tive teeth care and gingivitis.

• How prevention is cheap-
er than correction. Good 
dental health is frequently a 
pocketbook issue.  A compre-
hensive and frank discussion 
with your dentist about what 
your dental-health-insurance 
coverage is, what you can 
afford and what you cannot 
will enable you to plan for 
your future.

“We are doing a poor job 
of educating the general pub-
lic about good dental health 
and what dentists can do to 
improve dental health,” Dr. 
Barakat says.  “People need 
to understand that preventa-
tive care works just as well in 
dentistry as it does in auto-
mobile care.”

 
About Dr. Ami Barakat 

- Dr. Ami Barakat, author 
of of “Perfecting Smiles, 
Changing Lives” (www.vil-
lanovadental.com), is a gen-
eral dentist who has trained 
extensively in orthodontics.  
He has received several pres-
tigious awards in recognition 
of his talent, achievements 
and passion for dentistry.  He 
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Toronto Faculty of Den-
tistry with honors and served 
a one-year residency at the 
Royal Victoria Hospital in 
Montreal. 

Do we take better 
care of our cars 
than our teeth?
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Indie
Some time ago I had a 

horse, a kind of dapple gray.  
His father was Arabian; his 
mother, who can say?

My grandson named him 
Indie.  He walked with head 
held high. Yet was scared of 
his own shadow, and we never 
found out why.

One day while riding on 
the trail, that horse thought 
he’d skedaddle.   He whirled 
around and took a leap with 
me still in the saddle.  

Thank heaven for that big 
pine tree that stopped us in 

the air.  If it wasn’t for that 
conifer, we might have died 
right there.

The other riders said to me, 
“You should let Indie go.  The 
next time that you’re riding 
him, he’ll stomp you, don’t 
you know?”

I said I’d give him one 
more try.  Each horse de-
serves a chance.  I’d see if he 
would come around.  I had to 
take that stance.  

It wasn’t but a day or two, 
a doctor friend and I were rid-
ing on the river’s edge.  Who 

knew my time was nigh?
Well, all at once a deer 

jumped out.  Old Indie leaped 
up high.  I came down on the 
saddle horn.  I tried hard not 
to cry.

My doctor friend rode up 
and said, “You gonna be all 
right?”  I said, “I’ll sing so-
prano if I make it through the 
night.”

Well, Indie’s gone.  I sold 
him cheap. I think I got a deal, 
‘cuz he was bound to spook 
again.  Next time I might not 
heal.  

Goodbye old horse.  Good 
riddance.  Your owner’s been 
informed.  Although you are 
a beauty, your mind must be 
deformed.  

A skittish one like Indie, 
you don’t forget, of course.  
And I wonder how they’re do-
ing--new owner and old horse.  

So I check the papers every 
day.  The obits I peruse.  And 
thank the Lord that neither 
one has made the daily news.

COMMODITY INSITE:     Time to be cautious    by Jerry Welch

The difference between 
the opening weeks of 2019 
and to the closing weeks of 
2018 for stocks and commod-
ities is like comparing night 
to day; bad to good; or, like 
comparing bear markets to 
bull markets. The final weeks 
2018 were historically bearish 
while the opening weeks of 
2019 have been historically 
bullish.

On Christmas Eve, 2018, 
the Dow Jones experienced its 
most bearish day since 1932 
at the depths of the Great 
Depression. Commodities 
followed suit. Christmas Eve 
of 2018 was historically bear-
ish. The day was certainly a 
shocker but also completely 
forgotten by the close of trad-
ing.

The reason for that was be-
cause the day after Christmas, 
the Dow posted an all-time 
record rally of nearly 1,200 

points while commodities did 
the same. And going into the 
opening weeks of 2019, the 
stock and commodity markets 
rallied sharply as if on a mis-
sion. In the New Year, though 
but a month old, the Dow has 
rallied more than 6 percent 
while the CRB Index rallied 
7 percent. For all of 2018, 
the Dow fell 6.5 percent and 
the CRB slipped 13 percent. 
Stocks and commodities en-
dured a horrible 2018, but the 
New Year has been wonder-
fully bullish for both.

In the past, I dubbed 2018 
“Annus Horribilis,” a Lat-
in phrase meaning horrible 
year; and I forecast 2019 to be 
“Annus, Mirabilis,” Latin for 
wonderful year. In the short 
short span of four weeks – no 
time at all – investors, agri-
culture producers and traders 
have watched stocks and com-
modities morph from horrible 

to wonderful. Such an abrupt 
reversal in fortunes is rarely 
seen, at least over the past 32 
years.

The rise in the stock mar-
ket in the opening weeks of 
2019 is the best start to a New 
Year since 1987. 

Needless to say, the 
cheers, the hooting and howl-
ing coming from Wall Street 
is deafening and rightfully so. 
It has been a long time since 
such strength has been shown. 
Again, commodities are pret-
ty much doing the same. 

But it is worth recalling 
that not all of 1987 was bull-
ish.

On October, 19, 1987, the 
Dow experienced the largest 
percentage decline in history, 
dropping 22.6 percent, a day 
now known as Black Monday, 
one of the most bearish trad-
ing days in history.

The next time you hear 

or read of an analyst touting 
how bullish this year is trying 
to be, keep in mind 1987 and 
Black Monday.

History shows that in peri-
ods of uncertainty market vol-
atility increases dramatically. 
Certainly, volatility is a two-
edged sword: When trading 
or investing and you are lucky 
to be with the volatility, the 
profits can be huge. But when 
caught the wrong side of vol-
atility, the losses are stagger-
ing. 

In my personal view, the 
volatility being seen with 
stocks and commodities since 
Christmas Eve 2018 is a red 
f lag of warning for the period 
ahead.

What I am getting at is this: 
Stocks and commodities are 
moving lightning fast and in 
recent days have been so bull-
ish that investors and traders 
are far less scared than they 

were on Christmas Eve. Now, 
most investors and traders are 
convinced, “happy days are 
here again.” Although I am 
totally convinced 2019 will be 
Annus Mirabilis, a wonderful 
year for the US commodity 
markets, it may be time to be 
exercise caution.

I doubt stock or commodi-
ty values can morph from bad 
to good, from bearish to bull-
ish, from depressive to manic, 
in a few weeks without conse-
quences. There could well be 
some sort of volatile reversal 
sooner rather than later be-
cause of so much uncertainty. 
Uncertain and fickle markets 
oftentimes are loud hints that 
the economy is poised to slow 
amid recessionary forces that 
lead to lower stock and com-
modity values.

Between the trade war with 
China, the slowest growth in 
China in 28 years, the govern-

ment being shut down and the 
dismal performance seen with 
both stocks and commodities 
in the final days of 2018, un-
certainty remains the primary 
fundamental force impacting 
all markets in early 2019. 

I am quite bullish on com-
modities for the New Year, as 
it should be wonderful. But 
uncertainty can change that 
forecast within the blink of an 
eye.

There are times to be bold 
and aggressive when invest-
ing and trading. There are 
also times when it pays to be 
cautious. The New Year is al-
ready wonderful with stocks 
and commodities off to the 
best start to any year since 
1987. But in my view, it is 
time to be cautious because 
both of those markets are do-
ing too well for this early in 
the year. I question if such a 
pace can be maintained.

By Billy Whitehurst

They are the best of cows, they 
are the worst of cows…The ones 
with the names. 

We all know them and we’ve 
all had some of our own. 

Some are named because they 
were a 4-H animal or some oth-
er fond memory, others earned 
names for more infamous reasons. 
I have seen ear tags with the names 
Crazy Cow, Dynamite, and a few 
names that I shouldn’t mention in 
publication. 

I’ve previously discussed how 
some animals earn bad reputations 
due to fear response or poor han-
dling. There is also a reality that 
some cattle, like people, just ar-
en’t wired to play well with others. 
They each have their own person-
ality. Sometimes the personality 
is thrust upon them and others it’s 
just innate. 

I just took some bred cows 
to the sale. Some of these were 
named despite the number on their 
ear tag. I took Hillary, Michelle, 
Nancy and Maxine to the sale, all 
cows we purchased when stocking 

a lease and knew nothing about 
them other than they fit our crite-
ria for frame size, mature weight, 
etc. One cow particularly, Hillary, 
created many adventures that we 
will laugh about one day.

We have always handled cat-
tle as stockmen to the best of our 
abilities (limited as those abilities 
may be), not as though all things 
are a timed event and have found 
few cattle that don’t respond. Hil-
lary is one. 

With no pre-conceived notions 
how she would respond on our 
part, she seemed to be the cow 
that would leave the bunch at a 
high rate of speed in the opposite 
direction and run without fear of 
exhaustion. After running for a 
mile to the other end of the pas-
ture, she’d suddenly realize no one 
was following her and run back to 
the herd to convince them of her 
intelligence, despite evidence to 
the contrary. Thus Hillary seemed 
a fitting name. 

Trailing cattle down a canyon 
that “no cow would ever climb 
those walls,” Hillary would find a 
goat trail and lead a small bunch 

astray straight up hill. Hillary 
raised enormous calves and was 
always on the best feed, though 
not always our feed as no fence is a 
barrier to Hillary. 

She was a great mother and 
self-sufficient, even if you didn’t 
know where she was.

Hillary is an example of a cow 
that was given every opportunity 
since we owned her and yet re-
mained a problem child. The iron-
ic thing is that after contacting the 
previous owner, we learned they 
never had the same issues with 
her as we did. I have a soft spot 
for her in regard to her spirit and 
independence, but from a produc-
tion standpoint we couldn’t take 
the added cost of time, labor and 
fencing to keep a cow like Hillary 
around. In the end we kept her 
around too long and paid the price 
for it.

We bought another cow in this 
set of cattle with the name Beth 
on her tag. We bought this group 
of cattle sight unseen and the yard 
rep told us he threw Beth in the 
group, but if we didn’t want her 
he’d understand. 

She had some “social issues” 
as he stated it. It turns out we knew 
the seller of Beth and contacted 
him to ask the story. Apparently, 
he wanted to name her something 
else that started with a “B” but his 
wife didn’t want that on the tag. 
They simply caller her “Beth the 
cow of death.” 

Beth’s story with us is of im-
portance in this discussion be-
cause a change came over Beth in 
a short time. He was relieved that 
we got her as he knew we could 
handle her safely. (The seller is one 
of the best cowhands I know, and 
handles cattle extremely well.) 

She had every opportunity to 
behave well and chose not to. We 
re-tagged her with a number and 
as we were putting together a cou-
ple hundred freshly branded and 
tagged cattle, we quickly lost track 
of which cow Beth was. 

We always thought she would 
rat herself out through aggressive 
behavior, because she exhibited 
plenty of it while she was singled 
out as a “bad cow.” 

Throughout the rest of the year, 
we almost never identified which 

cow was Beth. When we did she 
was behaving like any other cow, 
actually even seemed to be very 
mellow. The only time we ever 
truly identified her in the follow-
ing 12 months was at preg-check-
ing. 

We looked over our shoulder 
to realize Beth was standing with-
in five feet of us patiently waiting 
to be let into the crowd pen to go 
up the chute. For some reason a 
change of scenery and environ-
ment and this cow just seemed to 
blend right in. We got lucky in this 
instance, but in hindsight maybe 
we shouldn’t have taken that risk. 
It just as easily could’ve gone the 
other way.

The point of my ramblings is 
this: How cows behave and handle 
is often the way we train them but 
others just don’t belong in the herd. 

With cows like Hillary or Beth, 
we can learn to get along with if 
we accept them for what they are 
and how they are naturally wired. 
But in the end there will always be 
cattle that need be culled for dis-
position to keep everyone safe and 
that does not mean we have failed 

as stockmen or even that she is a 
bad cow, she might do great on 
someone else’s place and they’d 
never have a problem. Our person-
alities simply may not mix well.

Given the time, most animals 
can be trained or re-trained, but 
it’s usually just not worth it. Let 
someone else take that risk. Most 
stockmen have too much to do to 
spend time retraining a cow. With 
calving season just kicking off, it’s 
a great time to rate cattle for dispo-
sition as you’ll be spending some 
more time with them than usual. 

If they act like a Hillary, it’s 
probably best to just send them 
packing. 

A tail of two cows...

Billy Whitehurst is a former 
Madison County Extension 
agent.

Recalling some amusing 
events from yesteryear...

Lately, I have been thinking 
about some amusing incidents 
that occurred during my West-
ern rookie years, shortly after I 
moved to Montana.

To begin, there was the time 
when a Harrison dude guide asked 
if I would serve as the head cook 
at his hunting campsite, located 

in the rugged country above the 
Beartrap Canyon. I replied that 
I was a lousy cook and an even 
worse horseman. So, he retained 
the services of a young cowboy 
who claimed to be an experienced 
camp chef of the first-order. Be-
cause the hunting camp site was 
remote, it was several weeks be-
fore I saw the outfitter in town 
again.

After listening to the suc-
cessful results of his guiding ef-
forts, I asked how the cook had 
worked out.  With a wry smile 
on his face, the old boy said, “On 
the first morning, the pancakes 
were about an inch and a half 
wide and averaged 2 feet long.” 
He went on to say, “That was the 
first time I had to slice pancakes 
to fit a plate.” Likewise, the eggs 

assumed a slightly oblong shape.  
Embarrassingly enough, the flap-
jack connoisseur had failed to 
adequately level the grill. Worse 
yet, the dudes complained that the 
cook’ s coffee left a tar-like coat-
ing on their teeth that required re-
peated gargling with lamp fuel to 
remove. Fortunately, according to 
the outfitter, after the third morn-
ing everything was comparatively 
smooth sizzling.

Another reminiscence in-
volves an idea that came to me 
while observing the steer wres-
tlers at my first rodeo. Naïvely 
enough, I wondered if a fleet-
of-foot cowboy, attired in ten-
ny-runners, could sprint from 
the chute, overtake the steer and 
wrestle it to the ground before a 
mounted cowboy could dismount 

from his horse and do likewise. 
As I saw it, by craftily utilizing 
a standing, reared-back, one-leg-
raised, starting stance, a streak-
ing ground-bound cowboy might 
revolutionize the sport.

Surprisingly enough, my in-
novative idea was not met with 
great enthusiasm by rodeo aficio-
nados.  Their primary grievance 
was that the sight of a two-legged 
man pouncing on a four-legged 
steer, while afoot, would irrep-
arably mar the visual grandeur 
of their noble Western sport.  
Moreover, they indignantly pro-
claimed— “Besides, any dummy 
knows that God made horses fast-
er than humans so folks wouldn’t 
have to run!”

During another rodeo, I was 
waiting for a local ranch hand to 

take his first crack at bareback 
bronc riding.  I knew the young 
man and so, harbored reservations 
about this venture.  Nonetheless, 
I was rooting for him to do well.  
Finally, the gate was swung open.

Regrettably, before even ex-
iting the chute, the ill-tempered 
bronc bucked violently upward.  
At that point, the novice buck-
aroo fairly shot from the horse, 
flew high into the air, and landed 
with a thud in the arena, outside 
the chute.  As a cloud of dust rose 
from the point of impact, a fearful 
hush fell over the crowd.  When 
the air cleared, to everyone’s as-
tonishment, the undaunted cow-
boy stood up, removed his hat 
with a flourish, and took a deep 
bow from the waist.  Naturally, 
the crowd burst into wild cheer-

ing.
Surely there was a comic as-

pect to what had just happened.  
Still, I had to admit there was no 
way I would have had the moxie 
to try to do what the cow-puncher 
had done. To this day, I admire his 
courage.

In the final analysis, I’m not a 
cowboy and I am honest enough 
to admit it.  However, that doesn’t 
mean I can’t enjoy recalling some 
of my rookie reminiscences of 
yesteryear.

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

Hollowtop Smoke Signals  by Art Kehler

ROOKIE REMINISCENCES 
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Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

All puzzle answers on B7
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any 
editorial cartoons 
printed in our paper 
do not reflect the 
opinion of the staff of 
The Madisonian.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Ralph Hamler
licensed sanitarian

Septic Application & Design

 406-842-5788  Cell: 406-596-0437
ralphhamler@gmail.com

Sheridan, MT
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HELP WANTED

ESTATE SALES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, util-
ities included, non-smoking, no 

dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Manager 
at 406-682-5737.

15-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting applications 

for a full-time Medical 
Technologist (ASCP). 

Applicants must have a 
Montana CLS license. This 

position is eligible for benefits. 
Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunities for more 
information and to apply on-

line.

Madison Valley Medical Center 
seeks a Lab Scientist. Applicants 

to complete an employment 
application and submit a resume 

to careers@mvmedcenter.org 
or call Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

Seeking a Capable Executive to 
Lead the Big Sky Resort Area 

District The Ideal Candidate: A 
collaborator with infrastructure, 
economic and tourism planning, 

funding and development 
experience. Local government or 
similar relevant experience in a 
mountain ski resort community. 
The District: The largest entity 

describing Big Sky, Montana. An 
unincorporated area spanning 
two counties that administers 
a 3% sales tax and budget up 
to $9 million annually. The 

Position: To provide expertise 
and leadership using the tools 

available, and pursuing the 
tools needed, to achieve the 

District’s governing purpose and 
appropriate authority to serve 

the community. Salary: $110,000 
to $135,000. Apply: Applicants 
will remain confidential from 

application to hire. Deadline for 
submitting resumes: January 11, 
2019. Send resumes to whitney@

resorttax.org. Benefits and a 
complete job description at www.

resorttax.org.

R. L. Winston Rod Company 
in Twin Bridges is seeking a 

full time production worker for 
our blank rolling facility. Hours 

are 6:00 am to 2:00 pm with 
occasional overtime needed. 
We offer competitive salary 

and benefits. Applications are 
available at the plant. Please 

contact Joe with any questions at 
684-5674

MOVING SALE

FOR RENT

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/

month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 640-1351.

47-tfc-b

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

Ruby Glen Homes Condo 
for Rent 2 bed, 2 bath with 

attached 2-car insulated garage 
Near assisted living and new 

hospital in Sheridan. Designed 
for independent living needs, 
wheelchair accessible, walk 
in shower Maintenance free. 

Contact 596-1111

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

Gary Kinney
702-5372

WINDOW 
screen repair

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003

Needed: Diligent, hardworking 
elder caregiver for immediate 
job. $25 per hour for 4-5 hours 

daily for a Dementia Father. 
Please email Resume and 

References to 
ritabea83@gmail.com.

Professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 90sf. Includes 

common area conference room, 
utilities, and other amenities. 

$150/mo. 640-1351

CLOSING SALE 
Mountain View TV closing the 

electronic store, everything 
must go, 50% or more off 

merchandise. Mountain View TV 
& Satellite still open for satellite 

and TV service. 
Mountain View TV, 6 Sunrise 

Loop, 682-7858

MOVING/ESTATE SALE
Gaither & Nancy Stewart’s 

belongings. Garage, 220 Slade 
Avenue, Ennis, Feb 1-2 & 8-9, 10 

AM-5 PM

Ruby Valley Swimming Club of 
Sheridan MT - hiring full and 
part-time life guard positions 
for the 2019 swim season. All 

ages accepted. Application 
deadline: February 28, 2019. 
See rubyvalleypool.com for 

application.

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

Housekeeper - Part-time 
This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 
setting. If you are interested 
in a rewarding career, Madi-

son Valley Manor is the place. 
Join our TEAM! Competitive 
Pay Government Retirement 

Benefits including health insur-
ance, vacation/sick leave, paid 
holidays, life insurance Please 
contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-
7271 for more information or 
the online employment page 

at www.madisoncountymt.gov 
EOE

Dietary Aide/Cook - 
Part-time 

This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 
setting. If you are interested 
in a rewarding career, Madi-

son Valley Manor is the place. 
Join our TEAM! Competitive 
Pay Government Retirement 

Benefits including health insur-
ance, vacation/sick leave, paid 
holidays, life insurance Please 
contact Jayne Forsythe at 682-
7271 for more information or 
the online employment page 

at www.madisoncountymt.gov 
EOE

HOUSE FOR RENT
Furnished 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath 
house in McAllister available for 
rent March 1, 2019. No smoking 

or pets. $1500.00 per month. 
Contact 406-589-7272.

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office is accepting 

applications for a minimum 30 
hour/week Communications 
Officer position. The starting 

salary for this position is 
$16.84 per hour with county 

benefits. Applications are 
located at; https://dojmt.gov/
wp-content/uploads/2011/11/

standardapplication.pdf 
Applications can emailed to 

lholt@madisoncountymt.gov.

Meadowlark Electric is hiring an 
apprentice position. Must be able 

to work 40 hour work weeks. 
Pay D.O.E. 

Contact Chris at 406-570-0884

DISTRICT CLERK - Twin 
Bridges School - Full Time The 

Twin Bridges Public School 
District seeks a full time 

Business Manager/District Clerk 
to join our administrative team. 
We are looking for a motivated 
individual who possesses the 

following qualifications: Prefer a 
Bachelor’s degree with a major in 
business, accounting, economics, 

finance or related field or 
equivalent successful experience 
as a school clerk. Progressively 

responsible leadership experience 
in and/or familiarity with school 
finance. Knowledge of finance 

and budgeting principles. 
Training and mentor programs 

are available. 
The Business Manager/District 
Clerk will direct all functions of 
the district business office. The 
position includes performing 

duties of the district clerk 
including a variety of tasks 
associated with the School 
Board of Trustees. Other 

responsibilities include providing 
accurate, timely reporting 

of information pertaining to 
the District. The successful 

candidate will work closely with 
the superintendent and other 

district personnel. Starting base 
wage depending on education 

and experience.
A letter of interest, resume, and 
(3) letters of recommendation 

should accompany the completed 
application. District application 

is available by contacting Joyann 
L. Breakall at 406684-5656. 
Closing Date: Feb. 22, 2019

SCHOOL SECRETARY - 
Twin Bridges School – Part 

Time Qualifications: One year 
responsible office experience; 

high school diploma or 
equivalent supplemented by 

or including courses in typing 
and office practices; or any 

combination of training and /
or experience that could likely 
provide the desired knowledge 

and abilities. 
Correct English usage, spelling, 

grammar, punctuation, and 
composition. Knowledge 

of Filing Systems, modern 
office methods, procedures 
and equipment – including 

receptionist, telephone 
techniques and word processing. 

Application Process: Please 
submit a letter of Interest, 

resume, (3) letters of 
recommendation, and District 

Application. District application 
is available by contacting Joyann 

L. Breakall at 406-684-5656.
Closing Date. 2/22/2019

Small house in Pony-partial-
ly furnished. Loft sleeping. 

Kitchen. Shower. Washer/Dryer. 
No smoking, no pets. $425 per 
month + utilities. $300 deposit. 

Available early 
Feb. 406-685-3530.

RANCH HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bedroom, 1 bath upstairs, 

Washer/dryer, 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath downstairs. 1 mile from 

Sheridan. $900.00 per month + 
utilities. Small pet negotiable. 

References required. 
406-842-5116

AUCTION

AUCTION IN 
WHITEHALLCOMMUNITY 

CENTER SUNDAY, FEB. 
3, 2019 10:30am, DOORS 
OPEN 9am Virginia City 
Estate of Rose Mason & 

Other Moving Estate. .4C 
Yogo Sapphire & Diamond 
Necklace, Lots Jewelry, 4x4 
Pickup Truck, HD Golf Cart, 

Mini Bike, Elec Scooter, 
Appliances, Furnishings, 
Antiques, Collectibles & 

Much More! Seating & Lunch 
Available. Flyer Online at 

HAGEDORNAUCTION.COM 
(406)684-5181

BOARD VAC.

NOTICE OF BOARD 
VACANCIES

The Madison County Board of 
Commissioners has one vacancy 

on the Library Board; one 
vacancy on the Harrison Rural 

Fire District Board; one vacancy 
on the Compensation Board; one 
vacancy on the Housing Advisory 

Board; one vacancy on the 
Twin Bridges Mosquito District 

Board; two vacancies on the 
Planning Board, one representing 

the Town of Sheridan and one 
representing the Twin Bridges 

Area; two vacancies on the 
Public Health Board, one as a 
school representative and one 
representing the Twin Bridges 

and Harrison/Pony/Norris Area; 
one vacancy on the Tax Appeal 

Board and one vacancy for a 
Substitute Member on the Tax 

Appeal Board; one vacancy 
on the Weed Board; and one 

vacancy on the Madison Valley 
Cemetery District Board. If you 
are interested in filling any of 
these vacancies, please contact 
the Commissioners’ Office at 
406-843-4277, or by email at 

madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be 
found on the county website at 
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/833 

Please return completed 
applications to: Madison County 
Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 

278 Virginia City, MT 59755

NEWSPAPER MEDIA
HAS THE POWER TO 
INFORM, ENTERTAIN

AND CONNECT.
When you hold your local newspaper 
in your hands — whether in print or on 
a mobile device — you hold a powerful 
tool to inform and inspire.

For centuries in towns and cities across 
North America, local newspapers have 
served as the voice for the public good 
and as a powerful connection between 
citizens and the communities around 
them.

Oct. 7-13 is National Newspaper 
Week, a time to salute the dedicated 
professionals who work hard to bring 
you the news.

In this digital age, the newspaper 
audience has never been greater, with 
millions reading in print, online or via 
mobile. No matter the medium, those 
millions of readers rely on their local 
newspaper.

Journalism matters. NOW more than ever.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK
Oct. 7-13, 2018
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 more MARKETPLACE

STATEWIDE   
CLASSIFIEDS

Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com and we 
can take it from there.

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live?  
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP!

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood?

WE CAN HELP!

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources 
Department at 406-843-4201. Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Madison County Employee Benefits

• Public Employees Retirement System – 5 
Year Vesting
• 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option 
Savings
• Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS 
optional dependent coverage
• 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick 
Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
• 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid 
holidays in even numbered years)
• Employer Sponsored Life Insurance 
$20,000
• Optional dental & life insurance benefits

Additional employee benefit information is 
available online at
https://madisoncountymt.gov/
Join Our Team!

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Aide/Cook Part-time;
• Housekeeping Part-time;
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time;
• Dietary Kitchen Aide-Part-time;
• Director of Nursing-Full-time;
Madison County, MT
• Deputy Director of Emergency Management Part-time;
• Road and Bridge Technician Ennis-Full-time; and
• Road and Bridge Technician Twin Bridges-Full-time.
(Temporary-Grant Funded Position, beginning on or about January 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019).

MADISON COUNTY
Employment Opportunities

Ad #019
Real Estate– Northwest Montana – Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #020
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. Residential and Commercial 
Timber Packages. Full Service Design - Build Since 1990, (406) 
581-3014 brett@bitterrootgroup.com, www.bitterroottimberframes.
com

Ad #021
Trappers Alert: use comment line (406) 444-4800 to kill anymore 
goofy laws on trapping. The trappers attend advisory committee 
FWP Great Falls Montana January 31-February 1. Mike Dey (406) 
543-6030

Ad #022
BOOKKEEPER-ACCOUNTING DUTIES INCLUDE PAYROLL, 
ANSWERING PHONES, DATA ENTRY, AP/AR, FILING, 
MONTH END, STATEMENTS, AND MORE. REQUIRES 
COMPUTER SKILLS, ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING 
EXPERIENCE. KNOWLEDGE OF AG AND CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRIES A PLUS. F/T. BENEFITS. WAGE DOE. KAMP 
IMPLEMENT COMPANY, BELGRADE, MONTANA, (406) 388-
4295

Ad #023
Employment: Cascade Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, 
a Montana property/casualty insurance company, is seeking a 
General Manager for our Great Falls office. Qualified individual will 
oversee business operations, ensuring current customer satisfaction 
and new business development. To inquire, contact Rhad Keel at 
(406) 868-0513 for complete job description.

Ad # 024
If you are reading this ad, you can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 readers in Montana and beyond to 
promote your product, service, event and business. To get results, 
contact this newspaper, or the Montana Newspaper Association at 
(406) 443-2850 or email stacy@mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for the small investment of $149.

P.O. Box 365  •  Ennis, Mt
406-682-7755

View
Classifieds

 online visit
www.madisoniannews

.com/classifieds
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
JANUARY 31, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM 
NORMAN HATCH, Deceased. Cause No.: 
DP-29-2018-32 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate. All persons having claims against the 
said deceased are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. Claims must 
either be mailed to Connie Engle, Personal 
Representative, c/o Kruer Law Firm, P.C., 
P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 59749, return 
receipt requested or filed with the Clerk of the 
above Court. Dated this 16 day of JANUARY, 
2019. I declare under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the state of Montana that 
the foregoing is accurate and complete to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. / S / 
STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER Attorney for 
Personal Representative
(Pub.  Jan. 17, 24, Jan. 31, 2019) 
Stephanie Kruer Law Firm
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH DISTRICT COURT, 
MADISON COUNTY. 
SCHLAUCH BOTTCHER CONSTRUCTION, 
INC.,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
ROCK AND WATER INTERNATIONAL. 
LLC, ROCK AND WATER, LLC, and NICK 
HENRY,
DEFENDANTS
CAUSE NO. DV-29-2018-58
THE STATE OF MONTANA SENDS 
GREETINGS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANT:
ROCK AND WATER INTERNATIONAL, LLC
c/o Tracy Henry, Registered Agent
18006 N. Pope Rd.
Hayden, ID 83854-8385
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer 
the Amended Complaint in this action which 
is filed in the office of the Clerk at the above-
named Court, a copy of which is herewith 
served upon you, and to file your answer 
and serve a copy thereof upon the Plaintiff’s 
attorney within twenty-one (21) days after 

the service of this Summons, exclusive 
of the day of service; and in case of your 
failure to appear or answer, judgement will 
be taken against you by default, for the relief 
demanded in the Amended Complaint.
WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID 
COURT this 16th day of November, 2018. 
CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT
/s/ Karen J. Miller(Pub. Jan. 24, 31, Feb. 7, 
2019) 
Redmon Law Firm
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITIONS FOR 
SHERIDAN SCHOOLS
Sheridan School District 5 is currently 
seeking two trustees for three year terms. 
Anyone qualified for and interested in 
running for these positions may pick up a 
Declaration of Intent and Oath of Candidacy 
for Trustee Candidate form from Rebecca 
Larsen at Sheridan School. Forms must be 
turned into the elementary office by 4:00 
p.m. March 28, 2019. No candidate may 
appear on the ballot unless he/she meets 
this deadline. If you have questions about the 
trustee positions, please call Superintendent 
Micheal Wetherbee at 842-5401.
(Pub.  Jan. 24, 31,, 2019) 
Sheridan Schools
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
KEITH DAVIS, Objector,
vs.
In the Matter of the Estate of 
RALPH DAVIS, Deceased.
Cause No. DP-29-2017-33
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that BRENDA 
D. FUNKE has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the date of first 
publication of this notice or said claims will 
forever be barred.
Claims must either be mailed to Brenda D. 
Funke, Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at Element Law Group, 
PLLC, c/o Caitlin T. Pabst, 113 E. Oak St., 
Suite 2D, Bozeman, MT 59715, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above Court.
Dated this 16th day of January, 2019.
ELEMENT LAW GROUP, PLLC
/s/Caitlin T. Pabst
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub.  Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019) 
Brenda Funke Personal
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON IN RE ESTATE OF: 
JOAN LARAYE SCHILLING, Deceased. 
Cause No. DP-29-2019-4 
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims 
against said decedent are required to 
present their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publication of this 
notice, or said claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must either be mailed to JOHN 
SCHILLING, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at P.O. Box 1934, 
West Yellowstone, MT 59758, or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-entitled Court. Dated: 
January 24, 2019 
/S/ JOHN SCHILLING 
Personal Representative STATE OF 
MONTANA :ss COUNTY OF MADISON 
JOHN SCHILLING, being first duly sworn, 
upon oath, deposes and says: That he has 
read the foregoing NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
and that the facts and matters contained 
therein are true, correct, accurate and 
complete to the best of his knowledge and 
belief. I make this declaration under penalty 
of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana. 
/S/ JOHN SCHILLING Personal 
Representative SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN 
to before me this 24 day of January, 2019. 
/S/ KAREN MCMULLIN
Notary Public for the State of Montana 
Residing at: Ennis, Montana 
My Commission expires: 9/14/2019 
Personal Representative’s Attorney: Karen 
McMullin Post Office Box 55 Ennis, MT 
59729 Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub.  Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019) 
Karen McMulliln
MNAXLP

Montana SMP is a program coordinated by Missoula Aging Services and partnered with local Area Agencies on Aging.  This project was 
supported, in part by grant number 90MPPG0052, from the U.S. Administration for Community Living, Department of  Health and Human Services, 
Washington, D.C. 20201.  Grantees undertaking projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings and 
conclusions.   Points of  view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent official Administration for Community Living policy.

1-800-551-3191

YOU can help stop Medicare fraud!

PROTECT:
DETECT:
REPORT:

Don’t give out your personal 
information.

Read all your medical statements.

If you suspect that you have been a 
target of any type of abuse, report it to 
Montana SMP! 

For the Montana 
SMP contact:

TAKE 
CHARGE!

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

$14.99 monthly lease fee for equipment and Wi-Fi modem. Internet speeds 
and availability may vary based on location and are not guaranteed.

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

 GET DISH TV 
2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE

MBPS

$4999
/mo.From
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600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725  TOP 20 CAH WINNER

Your Top Priority deserves one 
of the nation’s Top Hospitals

•  Acute Inpatient Care 
(with Hospitalist Expertise)

• Behavioral Health
• Cancer Care
• Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab
•  Diagnostic Imaging (CT, MRI, Ultrasound, 

Nuclear Medicine, Mammography, Bone 
Densitometry, Radiography, Fluoroscopy)

• Emergency Services 24/7
• Family Clinic
• Gynecology
• Health Improvement Program
• Home Health & Hospice
• Internal Medicine Clinic

• Laboratory
•  Obstetric & Newborn Care 

(Epidural Service)
•   Pharmacist-run Clinics 

(Coumadin, Heart Failure, Hypertension, 
Asthma, Medication Management)

• Sleep Studies
•  Surgery (General, Orthopedic, Urology, 

Podiatry, Gynecology, Ophthalmology)
•  Swing Bed (skilled restorative 

& rehabilitative care)
•  Therapy (Physical, Occupational,  

Speech, Sports Medicine)
• Walk-in Clinic

www.barretthospital.org   |   406-683-1188

Submerge 
Kids Club 
Belt Ups…

Jadea Nelch and Brax-
ton Ransom earned their 
White Belts. Janessa Mill-
er earned her White with 
Yellow Stripe Belt via the 
Submerge Kids Club op-
erates on Wednesdays 
following school for 
K-5th Grades at Ennis As-
sembly of God. Kids study 
the Bible in a program 
called “King Fu” earning 
belts as they memorize 
and answer questions 
about the Bible. Coaches 
Melissa Carney and Shir-
ley Mellor are seen the in 
back row.  (Submitted)

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Bullying rates among 
middle school students in the spring of 2017 were 
18 percent higher in localities where voters had fa-
vored Donald Trump than in those that had support-
ed Hillary Clinton, according to a new study pub-
lished online recently in Educational Researcher, a 
peer-reviewed journal of the American Educational 
Research Association. 

Similarly, student reports of peers being teased 
or put down because of their race or ethnicity were 9 
percent higher in localities favoring the Republican 
candidate.

Prior to the 2016 presidential election, there were 
no meaningful differences in bullying and teasing 
rates between Democratic and Republican localities. 

The study examined a Virginia statewide sample 
of more than 155,000 seventh- and eighth-grade stu-
dents across the state’s 132 school districts.

The study – conducted by Francis Huang, an 
associate professor of statistics, measurement, and 
evaluation in education at the University of Missou-
ri, and Dewey Cornell, a professor of education at the 
University of Virginia – used school climate survey 
data collected in 2013, 2015, and 2017. Researchers 
used a standard definition of bullying to ask students 
if they personally had been bullied at school, but 
also asked more general questions about bullying 
and teasing they had observed happening to others 
in their school.

Survey results were then mapped onto presiden-
tial election results for each school district’s local-
ity. The study controlled for several locality-wide 
variables, including prior bullying and teasing rates, 
socioeconomic status, population density, and the 
percentage of white student enrollment.

Huang and Cornell found that a 10 percentage 
point increase in voters supporting the Republican 
candidate in 2016 was associated with a 5 percent 
jump in middle school teasing because of race or 
ethnicity and an 8-percent increase in middle school 
bullying.

“We found consistent differences in teasing and 
bullying rates that were linked to voting preferenc-
es,” said Huang. “While our findings do not indicate 
that support for Trump caused bullying to increase 
in Republican districts, they do provide some cre-
dence to the widespread perception that some types 
of teasing and bullying have increased, at least in 
some localities.”

The researchers noted that the findings support 
nationwide concerns voiced by teachers about bully-
ing following the presidential election.

“While the ways in which the presidential elec-
tion could have affected students is likely complex, 
educators and parents should be aware of the poten-
tial impact of public events on student behavior,” 
said Cornell. “Parents should be mindful of how 
their reactions to the presidential election, or the re-
actions of others, could influence their children. And 
politicians should be mindful of the potential impact 
of their campaign rhetoric and behavior on their sup-
porters and indirectly on youth.”

The researchers noted that further research is 
needed to determine whether there is a causal link 
between Trump’s behavior and student aggression 
against peers, and, if so, how the mechanism works.

“It may be that presidential behavior has indirect 
effects on the social environment experienced by 
students, but we won’t know until more studies are 
conducted,” said Huang.

Voter preference for Trump linked to bullying in schools

HELENA – One  result from a poll of Montana 
small-business owners released on Wednesday, 
January 23, might be of help to state legislators 
pushing for greater state involvement in the teach-
ing of trades and technology in high school, and it 
comes from a group rightfully suspicious of great-
er state involvement in anything.

As it does every year, NFIB, the nation’s and 
Montana’s leading small-business association, 
polls its members on state and federal issues af-
fecting their right to own, operate, and grow their 
businesses. Unique among associations, answers 
to the policy questions center NFIB’s lobbying ef-
forts in Helena and in Washington, D.C.

The 2019 Montana state member ballot asked 

four questions, one of which was, “Should Mon-
tana do more to provide vocational and technology 
training for high school students who are not col-
lege-bound, so they will be prepared to enter the 
workforce upon graduation?” The response to the 
question was:

• Yes—80 percent
• No—14 percent
• Undecided—6 percent
“The answers to three of our four ballot ques-

tions were of little surprise, but the response to 
the trades and technology one ref lects a new re-
ality that our economy is more in need of skilled 
carpenters, electricians, and computer and tele-
communications professionals than we are in need 
of graduates with liberal arts degrees,” said Riley 
Johnson, NFIB’s Montana state director. “College 
is alluring to some students but not to all, and to 
ones it’s not, who are just as intelligent, training in 
the trades and technology might be a better chan-
nel for their potential talents.”

For more news on Montana small business, vis-
it www.nfib.com/MT 

Poll result shows support for teaching trades, technology

Montana small business 
owners want more state 

support for students

120 W Williams Street (behind First Interstate Bank)
Ennis, MT 59729

406.682.3260  •  INA_PLLC@yahoo.com

ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS!

Hours:
M-W: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

TH: CLOSED
FRI: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Being “IN THE KNOW” gives 
you the ability and power 
to make good decisions for 

your future.  Real Estate is one of the 
biggest investments that most people 
ever make.  Knowing current market 
statistics and trends can help you 
decide on a great investment for you.  
Below you will find the 2018 Statistics 
taken from the Big Sky Country MLS 
for the Madison Valley.  While these 
statistics help you in making your 
choices – whether to sell or to buy 
- you should still contact your local 
REALTOR for specific information.    

In 2018, 25 “In town houses” SOLD 
at an average of $229,083 (up 13% 
from 2017) with an average of 85 days 
time on market.  Currently there are 
only 3 homes for sale within the Ennis 
City Limits. 

60 “Out of town houses” SOLD 
averaging $458,193 with an average of 
150 days time on the market and 5% 
off the asking price.  This increase of 
14% may be slightly skewed as we saw 
almost double higher end sales volume 
(houses over $500,000) that we did in 
the previous year.  There were 3 that 
sold in Virginia City and 1 that sold 
in the Cardwell area which can also 
reflect a change in averages.  There are 
currently only 64 for sale in our area 

outside of the Ennis City Limits.
113 parcels of bare land sold and 

the prices vary widely dependant on 
location.  Often investment begins 
with purchasing a parcel of bare land 
and your real estate professional can 
help you with statistics for your area 
of interest.  Currently there are 231 
parcels of bare land for sale in the area 
with prices beginning at $25,500.  

Interest rates, predicted to climb 
to or above 6% by the end of 2018, 
are actually today at 4.625% (APR 
4.712%) for Conventional Residential 
Loan (this can change daily).  FHA, 
VA, & Montana Board of Housing 
are slightly lower and there are some 
great loan programs out there for 
first time homebuyers.  Often REAL-
TORs can help by getting a portion of 
your closing costs paid by the Sellers.  
Sometimes a Seller is willing to carry 
short term financing, especially Sellers 
of bare land so it is to your advantage 
to at least explore these options.

On Saturday, February 9th you are 
cordially invited to attend a “Lunch 
and Learn” at the Ennis Town Hall 
from 11-1 to explore the market, the 
buying process, and loan options 
specific to your needs.  Be “IN THE 
KNOW” to make your next decision on 
real estate investments!  

MELINDA MERRILL, BROKER
406.596.4288 | MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

Be In The Know
A little real estate expertise for ya.
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
Prayer meeting 6 p.m.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

MADISON COUNTY 
CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY’S 
MASS SCHEDULE

Mass at st. Joseph’s in sheridan 
at 4pM on saturdays.

Mass at notre daMe in twin 
Bridges at 8aM on sundays.

Mass at st. Marys in Laurin at 
9:30aM on sundays.

Mass at st. patrick’s in ennis 
at 11aM on sundays.

MASS DURING THE WEEK:
7:30aM tuesday’s and 

thursday’s at st. Joseph’s in 
sheridan.

9aM at st. patrick’s in ennis.

Please call the Rectory for the daily Mass 
schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, Pastor

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Its only army is the love of 
God, its only joy the clear 
wine of His knowledge, its 
only battle the expounding 

of the Truth; its one crusade 
is against the insistent self, 
the evil promptings of the 
human heart. Its victory is 
to submit and yield, and to 
be selfless is its everlasting 

glory. In brief, it is spirit 
upon spirit:

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ennis Senior Center
315 W Main Street: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 

p.m., Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 
you plan to dine in.

• Thursday, January 31 – Chicken, rice and veggie 
casserole, roll, dessert

• Friday – February 1 – Clam chowder, corn bread, 
salad, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m. 

• Monday, February 4 – Chicken & stuffing, veggies, 
dessert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Tuesday, February 5 – Turkey bacon club, chips, 
pickle, dessert, pan at 1 p.m.

• Wednesday, February 6 – Fish tacos, rice, fruit des-
sert, mahjong at 1 p.m.

• Thursday, February 7 – Potato bacon corn chowder,  
salad, biscuit, dessert

• Friday, February 8  – Chicken fried steak, mashers, 
veggies, dessert, pinochle at 12:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New Be-
ginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City.Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 
for more information.

Meals on Wheels,
Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for se-
niors 60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may 
choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style for $3.50, 
or have their meals delivered for $4. Delivered meals are 
within the city limits of Sheridan and should be called 
in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Virginia City Café 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday 
& Thursdays from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.

• Thursday, January 31 – Pork chop w/baked potato, 
veggie, roll, dessert.

• Tuesday, February 5 – Grilled ham & cheese, soup 
or fries, dessert.

• Thursday, February 7 – Baked chicken w/mashed, 
veggie, garlic toast, dessert.

Twin Bridges Senior Center 
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 

provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 
meals are appreciated. Activities include bingo each 
Monday, cards on Wednesday. The Senior Center Group 
meets the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

School News

Harrison
HARRISON – Harrison School 

District has released its first quar-
ter honor roll. Those students who 
earned this award are:

• High School A Honor Roll 
– Katherine Ball,  Angela Cain,  
Rosie Chater,  Kayley Christensen,  
Dillion Christiansen,  Maddison 
Christiansen,  Makenna Christian-
sen*,  Luke Cima,  Layne Homner,  
Vern Homner*,  Martin Ore,  Justin 
Reed,  Stephanie Strong*.

• High School B Honor Roll – 
Aleena Bacon,  Jack Chater,  Zane 
Christiansen,  Thomas Cromwell,  
Jaclyn Hartman,  Jackson Nye,  
Nolan Ore,  Bryce Williams.

• Jr. High A Honor Roll – An-
drew Bacon,  Sage Buus*,  Zeke 
Christiansen,  Lauren Cima,  Gavin 
Hokanson,  Dana Lerum*,  Ivar 
Radcliffe.

• Jr. High B Honor Roll -- Joe 
Cima,  Carter Collins,  Tyler Crom-
well.

*denotes 4.0

MSU honor roll
BOZEMAN - Montana State 

University has announced its un-
dergraduate honor rolls for fall se-
mester 2018.

There are two MSU honor roll 
lists: the President’s and the Dean’s 
Honor Roll. Students must com-
plete a minimum of 12 credit hours 
to be on either list.

Students with a perfect 4.0 
grade point average for the semes-
ter were named to the President’s 
Honor Roll. An asterisk follows the 
names of the 1,137 students named 
to the MSU President’s Honor Roll 
in the listing below.

The Dean’s Honor Roll includes 
the 3,541 students earning grade 
point averages of 3.5 or above for 
the semester.

• Ennis: Charles Gilmore, 
Katherine Jones, Nacole Martello*, 
Hayden Morgan, Taylre Sitz, Re-

becca White
• Dillon: Holly Andersen, Troy 

Andersen, Kayla Bojkovsky, Car-
men De Los Rios, Shaylee Erick-
sen, Kyle Finch*, Brynley Fitzger-
ald, Claire Helle*, Weston Helle, 
Taryn Judge*, James Kramer*, 
Kyndall Petersen, Kelsey Peterson, 
Tessa Sawyer*, Kathleen Tatarka*, 
Hannah Telling*, Samuel Telling, 
Jesse Vaccaro

• Harrison: Chase Mohr
• McAllister: Cole Crowley, Eli-

jah Luciani
• Norris: Erin Brush*, Warren 

Brush*
• Silver Star: Cassandra Wil-

liams
• Three Forks: Quinn Alberda, 

Kegen Benson, Anna Berghausen, 
Sorcha Brooks, Luke Colberg*, 
Lucy Corbett, Somer Erdmann, Ta-
sheena Erickson, Natalie Johnson, 
Ryan Lane*, Kelly Liebers, Shainy 
Mack, Ryan Malmquist, Sinclair 
Oliver, Candace Ramsey, Saman-

tha Schaefer, Calvin Schlosser*, 
Kyle Stone

• Twin Bridges: Sierra Frand-
sen*, Eddie Kelly, Kjersten Sandru, 
Michael Walsh, Sola Yeager

Two colleges
MADISON COUNTY – Two 

colleges have posted Dean’s List 
honors for the fall 2018 semester 
and several students from the area 
are on these lists

Central Oregon Community 
College Dean’s List recognizes stu-
dents enrolled in 12 or more graded 
credits who receive a term GPA of 
3.60 or better. Andrew Frecker, of 
Twin Bridges, is on the list.

Rocky Mountain College is 
pleased to announce that three lo-
cal students made their Dean’s List 
with 4.0 GPAs: Andrew Simon, of 
Cardwell; Sydney Lane and Heath-
er Wilson, of Three Forks.

Honor rolls, dean’s lists... 
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norris hot springs

hwy 287 & route 84 - 15 miles north of ennis

TH, FRI, MON: 4PM-10PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM-10PM 

CLOSED TUES & WED

    HOURS:WINTER

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

FRI 2/1 RESTLESS PINES  
Original Folk/Roots
SAT 2/2 LANG TERMES  
Acoustic Eclectic
SUN 2/3 WOLF AND THE MOONS
Americana/Bluegrass

M
US

IC
 T

HI
S 

W
EE

K

Bozeman Saddle Outlet
BozemanSaddleOutlet.com

YEAR ROUND DISCOUNTS
10% OFF Tack, Pads, Reins, Bits, etc. ~ 20% OFF Tack w/ purchase of 
Saddle ~ 25% OFF Saddles ~ 30% OFF SALE CORNER Saddles & Tack

(Some Exceptions Apply)

Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker • Billy Cook • Dakota • Courts 
McCall • Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment

Gift Certificates Available
2 Mi. South of 4 Corners
80155 Gallatin Hwy • Bozeman, MT
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sundays

406-586-8225 (TACK)
bzmsaddleoutlet@qwestoffice.net

Cid Klebenow, Manager
WE SHIP! 

All Major Brands ~ Best Prices ~ Saddles ~ Tack
Pack Equipment ~ 200 Saddles ~ In Stock, New & Used,

along with all the Matching Tack

Go to outpostevents.net 
for a complete listing of events

MONDAYS 

Madison County Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Monday of each month from 
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, Ennis
Meet on the second Monday of every month at 

10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS

Commissioner’s Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners meet every Tuesday, 

9:30 a.m. Annex Building.

Children's Story & Craft Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia City
Movie Night at the Thompson-Hickman Madison 

County Library
Every other Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - Two Tables

At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 

599-3659.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are at 9 a.m.

Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs conference room. Jeanne, 

682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 682-7244

Baby Bistro, Ennis
First and third Wednesday of the month at the 

Madison Valley Public Library and 11 a.m.

Grief Support Group, Ennis
Everyone welcome. Meets every Wednesday, 

5:30 p.m. Madison Valley Baptist Church

Angelwings ministry, 
Sheridan

Every Wednesday from 2:45-4 p.m. at the Bloomin' 
Ruby Cafe.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. MONTH

September through May at noon at the Madison 
Valley Baptist Church.

MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley Manor SunRoom

SUP Land/Water Fitness Class, Ennis,
Paddle & Pilates on stand-up paddleboards on 
Ennis Lake. 75-minute classes every Thursday at 
7 a.m. Call or text Christine at 406-600-6379 to 

reserve your spot.

Willie’s Distillery Trivia Night
Thursdays at 312 Main St., Ennis, 6 p.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 a.m. Madison Valley Public 

Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts live music in the tasting room, 

5:30 p.m.. See the weekly ad on this page for 
performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

Farmers' Market, Twin Bridges
9 a.m. every day.

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Upside (PG-13), Green Book (PG-13), Mary Queen of Scots (R)

Now playing:
a dog’s way home. PG

Trivia NighT every Thursday sTarTiNg aT 6 pm 
Live music every Friday 5:30 – 7:30 pm

come joiN The FuN, LisTeN To some greaT music aNd
eNjoy spiriTs wiTh a wesTerN FLavor!!

Friday, Feb 1sT: ruby vaLLey boys & barbwire

Friday, Feb 8Th: homemade jam

Friday, Feb 15Th: Kc & bo

Friday, Feb 22Nd: ed coyLe

asK abouT our weeKLy boTTLiNg parTies

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

Saturday 
February 2

Food Fermentation Work-
shop, Ennis

An Ennis Continuing Ed-
ucation course introducing 
students to the world of food 
fermentation and its health 
benefits. Make and take veg-
gie-kraut, kombucha, kefir and 
sourdough starter. 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Ennis High School, $45. 
Call 682-4258 to register.

Montana Raptor Conserva-
tion Program, Virginia City

This program provides an 
overview of what makes raptors 
unique, the raptors of Montana 
and their importance to our 
ecosystem. Two or three MRCC 
avian ambassadors will be in 
attendance for a close-up look. 
1:30 p.m. at the Elling House 
Arts & Humanities Center, ad-
mission by donation.

Monday 
February 4

Facebook for Business 
Owners, Ennis

An Ennis Continuing Edu-
cation workshop covering help 
business owners develop their 
social media presence. 5:30-8 
p.m. at Ennis High School, $20 
registration. Call 682-4258 to 
register.
 

Thursday 
February 7

Business After Hours, Ennis
BAH provides an opportu-

nity to meet and network with 
members of the Ennis Chamber 
of Commerce. This month will 
be hosted by Berkshire Hatha-
way at 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit ennischamber.com.

Saturday
February 9

Plain Jane’s Pajama Party, 
Ennis

Join Plain Jane’s for its sec-
ond annual pajama party! Come 
down in your pjs for a morning 
of massages, mimosas, snacks, 
games, prizes and shopping 
specials! 9 a.m. to noon.

“Loving Vincent,” Ennis
The Ennis Arts Associa-

tion will sponsor a free show-
ing of “Loving Vincent,” open 
to everyone in the community. 
Doors open at 1:30, movie at 2 
p.m. at the Madison Theatre.

Sunday 
February 10

A Taste of Italy, Sheridan
A Valentine’s dinner to sup-

port Jackson’s Garden. Join us 
for house-made Italian food to 
celebrate the holiday. Dine in or 
take out! Ruby Hotel, 5:30 p.m. 
Call 406-596-1005 for informa-
tion.

HELENA—On January 17, the 
Senate Fish and Game Committee 
heard testimony on SB-70, a bill 
sponsored by Senator Pat Flowers 
(SD-32, Bozeman) that would re-
move Missouri Headwaters State 
Park from the state’s “primitive 
parks” list, thereby allowing it to 
qualify for much-needed funding 
and management resources.

“Removing Headwaters from 
the ‘primitive parks’ list will make 
the park more accessible to visitors 
in a number of different ways, bet-
ter prepare the park for growing 
demands that we can foresee, and 
I think will also provide…positive 
economic impact for the local com-
munity,” said Sen. Flowers, allud-
ing to the rapid growth the Gallatin 
Valley.

At the hearing, Parks Divi-
sion Administrator Beth Shumate 
testified that the Parks and Recre-
ation Board has heard from local 
communities and business owners 
who “hope the park can do more to 
provide services to visitors so that 
they can retain them longer,” add-
ing that “campers comment that 
they would like to stay longer, but 
the amenities and conditions of the 
current campground offer little to 
encourage longer stays. When vis-

itors stay and explore the area they 
buy gas, they shop, they visit other 
local attractions, and that all boosts 
the bottom line of local businesses. 
The current designation as a ‘prim-
itive park’ prevents the state from 
making these improvements.”

The proposed bill also address-
es Americans with Disabilities Act 
requirements. Speaking on behalf 
of Montana Centers for Indepen-
dent Living, Joel Peden—who 
himself uses a wheelchair—spoke 
to the park’s inadequate wheelchair 
accommodations and appealed to 

the committee’s sense of fairness: 
“[people with disabilities] are tax 
payers.  I’m a taxpayer.  I should 
have the ability and the opportunity 
to go and visit any park that anyone 
else has the ability and opportunity 
to.”  He concluded by saying, “ev-
erybody around the table today has 
the ability to tell not just the people 
of Montana, but any visitors, that 
Montana is open and inclusive to 
people with disabilities.”

Contact: Senator Pat Flowers, 
cell: (406) 580-0035, email: Pat.
Flowers@mtleg.gov

Remove Missouri Headwaters State 
Park from primitive list?

Scenery at Missouri Headwaters State Park
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